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SYNOPSIS




At nightfall, a lone traveler loses his way in the dark and tangled Forest of Villefère. Surrounded by shadows and silence, he meets a stranger who offers companionship on the uncertain path ahead. As the two move deeper into the woods, an atmosphere of unease builds, where every rustle and whisper hints at secrets hidden in the heart of the forest.
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NOTICE




This text is a work in the public domain and reflects the norms, values and perspectives of its time. Some readers may find parts of this content offensive or disturbing, given the evolution in social norms and in our collective understanding of issues of equality, human rights and mutual respect. We ask readers to approach this material with an understanding of the historical era in which it was written, recognizing that it may contain language, ideas or descriptions that are incompatible with today's ethical and moral standards.




Names from foreign languages will be preserved in their original form, with no translation.




 








In the Forest of Villefère




 




The

sun had set. The great shadows came striding over the forest. In the weird twilight

of a late summer day, I saw the path ahead glide on among the mighty trees and disappear.

And I shuddered and glanced fearfully over my shoulder. Miles behind lay the nearest

village—miles ahead the next.




I

looked to left and to right as I strode on, and anon I looked behind me. And anon

I stopped short, grasping my rapier, as a breaking twig betokened the going of some

small beast. Or was it a beast?
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