

[image: Image]




GREATEST MOMENTS OF


BOXING




First published in the UK in 2007


© G2 Rights 2014


www.g2ent.co.uk


All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or utilised in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording or by any information storage and retrieval system, without prior written permission of the publisher.


ISBN 978-1-782812-55-5


eISBN 978-1-782819-72-1


The views in this book are those of the author but they are general views only and readers are urged to consult the relevant and qualified specialist for individual advice in particular situations. G2 Rights hereby exclude all liability to the extent permitted by law of any errors or omissions in this book and for any loss, damage or expense (whether direct or indirect) suffered by a third party relying on any information contained in this book.


All our best endeavours have been made to secure copyright clearance for every photograph used but in the event of any copyright owner being overlooked please address correspondence to G2 Rights, Unit 7-8, Whiffens Farm, Clement Street, Hextable, Kent BR8 7PQ




CONTENTS


JOE LOUIS v MAX SCHMELING 1936


ROCKY MARCIANO v JERSEY JOE WALCOTT 1952


CASSUIS CLAY v SONNY LISTON 1964


MUHAMMAD ALI v GEORGE FOREMAN 1974


JOHN CONTEH v JORGE AHUMADA 1974


SUGAR RAY LEONARD v WILFRED BENITEZ 1979


MUHAMMAD ALI v LARRY HOLMES 1980


SUGAR RAY LEONARD v ROBERTO DURAN 1980


BARRY McGUIGAN v EUSEBIO PEDROZA 1985


MIKE TYSON v TREVOR BERBICK 1986


SUGAR RAY LEONARD v MARVIN HAGLER 1987


JAMES “BUSTER” DOUGLAS v MIKE TYSON 1990


CHRIS EUBANK v NIGEL BENN 1990


RIDDICK BOWE v EVANDER HOLYFIELD 1992


GEORGE FOREMAN v MICHAEL MOORER 1994


FRANK BRUNO v OLIVER McCALL 1995


STEVE COLLINS v CHRIS EUBANK 1995


“PRINCE” NASEEM HAMED v KEVIN KELLEY 1997


LENNOX LEWIS v MIKE TYSON 2002


ROY JONES JR v JOHN RUIZ 2003


JOE CALZAGHE v JEFF LACY 2006


RICKY HATTON v LUIS COLLAZO 2006


JOE CALZAGHE v MIKKEL KESSLER 2007


MANNY PACQUIAO v SHANE MOSLEY 2011


ANDRE BERTO v VICTOR ORTIZ 2011


FLOYD MAYWEATHER v SAUL ALVAREZ 2013


CARL FROCH v GEORGE GROVES 2014




JOE LOUIS v MAX SCHMELING


1936


It was the fight of the decade, American Joe Louis against Germany’s finest, Max Schmeling, in a battle of the Allies versus Hitler’s Nazis. Professional boxing was among the few integrated sports in the United States at that time, and Louis was a hero to American Blacks while Hitler was apparently mortified that the German hero would be fighting a “negro”.


Joseph Louis Barrow was born on 13 May 1914 in Alabama, into a poor family deep in the south of the United States. Moving to Detroit 10 years later, Louis was supposed to be learning the violin but instead went to boxing lessons. After winning the Golden Gloves award for light-heavyweights in 1934, he turned professional and won 12 fights within the next 12 months.


Two fights against former heavyweight champions followed in quick succession for the rising star – Primo Carnera and Max Baer in June and September 1935 respectively… Louis stopped them both within six rounds. Then he met German Max Schmeling.


Schmeling was born near Brandenburg on 28 September 1905 and claimed the world title after an illegal punch by Jack Sharkey in 1930. He lost the rematch to Sharkey two years later on a controversial points decision. He fought just five times after World War II and never got another title shot before retiring in 1948. Germany’s last heavyweight champion, his final fight was a 10-round defeat by Reidel Vogt in Berlin, 24 years after his professional debut, giving him figures of 56 wins (39 knockouts), 10 losses and four draws.


Schmeling had studied films of Louis boxing and identified a weakness in his style. He noticed that the Brown Bomber dropped his left hand to his side after jabbing rather than protect his chin and realised that – if he could overcome his fear to get in close enough – he could take advantage of this lapse in concentration and land one of his big right hooks.


On 19 June 1936, after rain postponed the fight a day, the undefeated Louis took on Max Schmeling. The fight began very cautiously with both fighters probing but, with two minutes of the fourth round gone, Schmeling got the opportunity he was looking for and landed a huge right-hook. Louis, visibly shaken, was then hit by a barrage of punches that put him on the canvas.
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Observers have described Louis as a punching bag following that incident, fighting on instinct and heart alone. Such was the battering that Louis was taking as the fight wore on that his mother Lillie had to be led away from the ring because she was so distressed. In the 12th round, Schmeling landed a couple of vicious punches that felled Louis yet again, but this time the Brown Bomber was unable to regain his feet.


German Minister of Propaganda Joseph Goebbels proclaimed Schmeling’s victory as a triumph for both Germany and Hitlerism. The Nazi weekly journal Das Schwarze Korps (The Black Corps) commented: “Schmeling’s victory was not only sport. It was a question of prestige for our race.”


Louis went on to claim the heavyweight title the following year, knocking out James J Braddock in eight rounds to become the first black boxer since Jack Johnson to hold the title. He successfully defended his title against three challengers, including Tommy Farr who took the Brown Bomber to a points decision on 31 August 1937 after a gruelling 15-round contest. But the fight he was really looking forward to was the rematch with Schmeling in 1938. Indeed, he had insisted that he could not be called a champion until he had avenged his earlier defeat.


When the German arrived in New York, protesters demonstrated outside his hotel and chants of “Nazi! Nazi!” filled the air. Such was the political climate that newspapers suggested that Schmeling had claimed that a black man could not defeat him and that his winnings would go towards building more tanks for the German Army.


As it turned out, the hype surrounding the rematch on 22 June 1938 lasted longer than the contest itself. Schmeling (32) had weighed in just under five pounds lighter than the 24-year-old Louis and was on the ropes from the bell. Louis landed punch after punch before the German’s knees caved in. After a short count, the fight was allowed to continue before the contender was on the canvas. Regaining his feet, Schmeling threw a total of two punches in the fight before his corner threw the towel in after just two minutes and four seconds of the contest.


Schmeling – who served as a German paratrooper in the Second World War – declared his opposition to the Nazis and received an award from the International Raoul Wallenberg Foundation for risking his life to hide two Jewish brothers during November 1938. He went on to develop a personal friendship with Louis and the two became such good friends that Schmeling paid for the American boxer’s funeral arrangements when he died in 1981. Schmeling himself died in February 2005 at the age of 99.




ROCKY MARCIANO v JERSEY JOE WALCOTT


1952


Mention the name Rocky to anyone these days and most people will immediately think of the character in the Sylvester Stallone films Rocky-Rocky Balboa but the original was Rocky Marciano. He is the only heavyweight to go throughout his career undefeated, winning 49 fights and knocking out 43 opponents.


Marciano was born Rocco Francis Marchegiano on 1 September 1920 in Massachusetts to Italian immigrant parents. Five siblings followed and at school Marciano became a highly-rated sportsman with baseball as one of his specialist sports. But, after failing to make the big time with the bat, boxing captivated his attention and it was as a boxer that he found fame and fortune.


He learned his trade while serving in the US Army at the end of World War II but failed to impress promoter Al Weill in New York. Continuing as an amateur, Marciano earned his living as a factory worker before turning professional in 1947. He won his next 35 fights in a remarkable 146 rounds and moved up the ladder to challenge Rex Layne four years later. Winning in half a dozen rounds, Weill had a change of heart and agreed to manage Marciano. He lined up a fight with former world champion Joe Louis which Rocky won in the eighth round to give him a shot at the title held by “Jersey” Joe Walcott.


Walcott, born Arnold Raymond Cream in New Jersey on 31 January 1914 (his nickname came from comparisons to former world heavyweight champion Joe Walcott), had recently become the oldest man to win the heavyweight world title against Ezzard Charles. He had started boxing at the age of 16 and this was his fifth attempt at winning the belt. Two of his title challenges had been against the great Joe Louis, whom he had put on the canvas in each fight so it wasn’t a foregone conclusion that the younger fighter would triumph.


Forty thousands fans were in Philadelphia’s Munical Stadium – while another 140,000 watched the fight on the increasingly popular television set – and they were not disappointed. From the outset, Walcott threatened to knock the young pretender out and bludgeoned him with his left and right hand in the opening round. The unexpected onslaught caught Marciano off guard and he was soon on the canvas, getting up at the count of four.
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Walcott continued with this strategy but conceded defeat in round three and reverted to his normal style of boxing that included hit-and-run counter-attacks. The elder boxer looked the more accomplished of the two fighters as he waited patiently for an opening, holding his opponent when he deemed it was necessary, while Marciano relied on his ability to take whatever was thrown at him while attempting to land the knockout blow. And so the fight continued, but by the end of the 10th round Marciano was level on points so Walcott came out with all guns blazing. He claimed the next two rounds – with Marciano ending up heavily bruised and cut around the eyes – but was obviously tired as the bout entered its 13th episode.


With three rounds to go, it seemed that all Walcott had to do to retain his crown was to stay out of trouble so he threw a few jabs and withdrew onto the ropes. Marciano had other ideas, however, and launched a short overhand punch that landed on Walcott’s head and the champion’s knees began to wobble. Rocky threw a left-hander that grazed his opponent’s head and then stepped back to watch Walcott cling to the middle rope before slumping to the canvas. The referee completed the count and then immediately turned the prone fighter over so that he could receive medical attention from doctors and his corner team.


This was the moment the challenger had been waiting for when he had promised to himself as a child in the Great Depression that he would find a way to make a better life… Rocky Marciano was the new heavyweight champion of the world.


Marciano defended his title with ease in a rematch with Walcott the following year with the fight ending in the first round after just 145 seconds. He successfully retained his title in a further five fights, although he was floored by Archie Moore in what turned out to be his final bout.


He decided to quit the ring in 1956 in order to spend more time with his family though some questioned whether he realised his own frailties and wanted to retire undefeated. Rocky Marciano died on 31 August 1969 at the age of 45 when the light plane he was a passenger in crashed short of an airfield in Iowa.


Jersey Joe Walcott became a popular figure around New York until his death on 25 February 1994.
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CASSIUS CLAY v SONNY LISTON


1964


It was hardly the best preparation to the fight when Cassius Clay was sent sprawling by Henry Cooper in the fourth round of their 1963 bout. Luckily for the brash American, Cooper’s tendency to cut easily flared up and the contest was stopped in the following round. Sonny Liston, however, had just come off the back of two first-round knockouts of world heavyweight champion Floyd Patterson.


Charles “Sonny” Liston was born in Arkansas on 8 May 1932, (although some sources claim he was born as early as 1927 but there is no proof of this), one of 17 children, and he experienced a harsh childhood with beatings a regular occurrence. As soon as he was a teenager, he ran away from his father and went to live with his mother but got involved with the Mafia as a bonebreaker. But he was soon serving a prison sentence for his part in an armed robbery of a petrol station (later in his career, this conviction would lead to calls for him to be barred from boxing) and it was while incarcerated that a priest noticed his pugilistic talent. His professional career kicked off in September 1953 with a first-round knockout of Don Smith and by the time he took on Clay his record stood at 35-1 with 25 knockouts.
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