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         An independent, creative force in the astrological community for over a quarter of a century, Frank Clifford has built an eclectic career in astrology, palmistry and publishing:

         
	as the writer of a dozen books, and columnist for numerous magazines

            	as a publisher of over 30 books and booklets

            	as a consultant for clients and businesses

            	as a researcher and compiler of birth data

            	as a media astrologer/palmist profiled and interviewed on radio, TV and in print

            	as an international lecturer and the Principal of The London School of Astrology

         

In September 2012, at the annual Astrological Association Conference, Frank became the thirteenth (and youngest) winner of The Charles Harvey Award for Exceptional Service to Astrology – a lifetime achievement honour.

         An astrologer and palmist since age 16, Frank began his data collecting work with Lois Rodden, contributing to and editing Profiles of Women (1995) and Data News. When Rodden was approached to develop software to house the data collection, Frank suggested she call it ‘Astrodatabank’. His own Clifford Data Compendium first appeared as part of the Solar Fire package in 1997 (updated in 2000) and his first book, British Entertainers: the Astrological Profiles, was published that same year (expanded in 2003).

         In 1996, Frank founded Flare Publications (www.flareuk.com), and since then has edited and published over two dozen astrology books. Frank’s own books include Getting to the Heart of Your Chart (2012), Horoscope Snapshots (2014), The Book of Music Horoscopes, and The Solar Arc Handbook (2018). In recent years, he has focused on shorter volumes on the astrology of comedy, love and sexuality, and the Midheaven.

         Frank has written Sun sign columns for magazines such as Marie Claire (UK), Quick and Simple (US), Reveal (UK) and Candis (UK). His media work has ranged from the sublime to the ridiculous: from documentaries on Little Britain and Danny Boyle’s feature film Sunshine and working with the Oxford University Press and Universal Studios, to being asked by The Sun tabloid to locate a then-missing Saddam Hussein! Frank currently writes for The Mountain Astrologer and has guest edited over half a dozen themed issues for the popular magazine.

         Frank also has an international reputation as a palmist, with the Guardian dubbing him ‘palm reader to the stars’. His palmistry books have been published in a dozen languages and his first, Palmistry 4 Today (Rider/Random House, 2002; Flare expanded edition, 2010), is considered the modern textbook on the subject.

         Since Frank took over the running of The London School of Astrology in 2004, he has been instrumental in bringing a younger generation to the subject. He has also lectured in a dozen countries over four continents and given over two thousand talks, classes and seminars. He was a guest tutor on a psychology course at the London Metropolitan University and, when Frank first visited China in 2012, the Press promoted him as ‘the Dean of the Harry Potter School’! At the LSA he runs certificate and diploma classes, seminars and courses in astrology, tarot and palmistry. The LSA prides itself on inviting an eclectic range of some of the most accomplished astrologers from around the world to give seminars and classes. Frank launched branches of the LSA in China in 2017 and in Japan in 2021. For more details about the LSA’s London courses and its new online courses, please visit www.londonschoolofastrology.com and www.frankclifford.co.uk
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            Introduction

         

         We’re delighted to present to you a volume dedicated to your personal Venus and Mars positions. In astrology, your Venus sign reveals how you express love and affection, what attracts you, how you derive pleasure and what you value in a relationship. Your Mars sign shows how you express your sexuality and passions, what turns you on and off, what annoys you and how you fight back. Both planetary placements can be in signs that are different to your Sun (‘star’) sign, and your birth chart (based on the exact time, date and place of your birth) will have many other factors that might underline or contradict the profiles that follow. In astrology, it’s important to look at all facets of the chart, but we hope you find this booklet informative and fun, and that the entries help you towards greater understanding in relationships.

         You’ll notice that we’ve avoided all ‘astro-speak’, but for those of you interested to know the zodiac sign in which your Venus or Mars is placed, see the key below:

         
            
               

	     
            
                        
                        	1 ~ Aries
            
                        
                        	4 ~ Cancer
            
                        
                        	7 ~ Libra
            
                        
                        	10 ~ Capricorn



	 
            
                        
                        	2 ~ Taurus
            
                        
                        	5 ~ Leo
            
                        
                        	8 ~ Scorpio
            
                        
                        	11 ~ Aquarius



	 
            
                        
                        	3 ~ Gemini
            
                        
                        	6 ~ Virgo
            
                        
                        	9 ~ Sagittarius
            
                        
                        	12 ~ Pisces






         

         To work out which Venus and Mars signs you are, go to the back of the book and check out the listings there. Look up your year of birth in both lists and find the nearest date before your birthday. The number in brackets is your Venus or Mars sign. If you’re on one of the days listed (when the planet changes sign), you’ll need to know your birth time.

         We know you’ll be curious to find out your most important Love Days and Days of Action, along with your Love Seasons and Hot Dates, so see the back of this book for these listings or go straight to our website at www.flareuk.com and print off the free file from the Downloads page. We hope that this little book will be the start of a great adventure in both astrology and in your relationships.

         
             

         

         – Frank Clifford and Fiona Graham
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         A great place to meet Venus is through the most spontaneous, energetic and fun-loving person around: you! You believe in love at first sight, and seek instant attraction and instant arousal. You expect nothing less, and you may even have trouble resisting the temptation to declare eternal love on the first date. As a partner, you are passionate, demanding and quick to put lovers (and friends, too) on a pedestal. New partners can become the main focus of your life very early in the relationship. Yet a strange quirk in your temperament makes you possessive of partners while insisting on your own freedom. Partners soon realise that although you demand time out to pursue your own interests, you won’t necessarily afford them the same privilege. Yes, the truth is out: all those cavemen and Amazons you’ve ever met were born with this Venus placement!

         To others, you epitomise the self-made, self-motivated person; someone who can cope without needing a lover’s approval. Although you are perceived as a confident go-getter, forging ahead and fighting your own corner at work, deep down you worry about not achieving your goals and actually need to be encouraged every step of the way. We won’t tell anyone, but secretly you long to be taken care of and have someone else protect you. In return, you’re more than willing to make your soulmate feel like they’re the most important thing in your universe – second only, perhaps, to your work, if you’ve found something you truly love to do.

         For you, the chase is usually more thrilling than settling down into a routine. Easily bored, you need stimulation and challenge, not predictability or stagnation. Getting involved with you is a ride in the fast lane – lots of high-speed action and never a dull moment. As an impulsive person you want swift sexual gratification, but remember that others may need more than a quick roll in the hay. Considering their feelings and sexual needs should help the relationship develop into something more than a continual one-night stand.

         Naturally self-centred, your childlike approach to relationships is adorable … for about fifteen minutes! You can’t always understand why others don’t want to have sex, fall in love and plan their lives around you after the second round of drinks. If sexual love is a series of lessons, then you might have to be a less impulsive student and avoid being too quick to tie the knot. Can we dare to give you some advice? Yes, we know you love to be the one calling the shots, but how about trying to let others do the chasing for once? Don’t be afraid that they’ll lose interest. Take the opportunity to enjoy being seduced and engage in longer foreplay and pre-sex fun.

         Your personal style is bold, and strong colours help you make a dynamic statement to the world at large. Power dressing for battle (think Joan Crawford or Xena) or rugged casual is your style. Vanity is not only an important element of your personality, but your impatience makes you want to look perfect – particularly that hairstyle – in two minutes flat. Since you’re impulsive, spontaneous and tend to ‘fall in lust’ quickly, you are attracted to dynamic, adventurous self-starters … but do avoid overly controlling types – you need room to breathe and will fight against those who try to smother you.

         Your perfect partner should be active, assertive and gutsy enough to take you on. Fitness is very sexy – wimps are a definite turn-off for you. Martyrs and victims need not apply, either. Lovers have got to put up a good fight and match your competitive streak. You’ll have no respect for someone if they won’t stand up for themselves or can’t make decisions without running to you. At the same time, of course, you love to 2be in charge of the direction of the relationship, and always need to be seen as number one.

         If partners show indifference, are sticklers for routine or have inexplicable mood swings, you’ll be out the door in no time. You run in the opposite direction if faced with heavy emotional scenes or come across an introspective soul seeking psychological layers of meaning in everything that is said and done. You must be given the chance to express your feelings directly with passion and spontaneity – deception, duplicity and second-guessing are, for the most part, foreign to you. The only games you engage in are the ones that involve a battle (yes, you love a good fight!), but your partner had better let you win the final round or there will be hell to pay.

         If you fancy someone, you want them to know and respond NOW. No prizes for guessing that being discreet about your feelings is not your strong point – others will soon recognise your obvious signs of interest. They’ll also notice the mental yawns of disinterest if they fail to challenge and excite you, or keep you on your toes. You deserve someone as strongly individualistic as yourself: a partner who won’t cling to you with their neediness or try to control you with their moods. That special person is someone who shares your fighting spirit and is bold enough to join you on your romantic crusade to an everlasting love adventure.
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         Welcome to the most sensual Venus of all. You believe in the pleasure principle, and for you this means good food and wine, raunchy sex (and lots of it), provocative music, a sensuous massage and intoxicating aromas – anything and everything to arouse your senses. You need this type of physical stimulation regularly and, although you are naturally faithful, if you are denied pleasure by your lover for long enough you may wish to seek it elsewhere. When you make love with an experienced partner who knows how to satisfy you, your appetite and self-indulgent streak could lead you into a rather hedonistic lifestyle. It’s wise, of course, to have more than a physical connection in a relationship, but there’s no doubt that you take great pleasure in your own body, and any partner of yours must feel comfortable with theirs, too.

         You pride yourself on being trustworthy, loyal and dependable in everything you do. No one should be surprised by the amount of time and effort you dedicate to your relationships. For you, they are long-term investments. In fact, you are a collector of interesting friends and even some ex-lovers who have proven their loyalty and discretion over time. You certainly take your time before committing to a relationship, but once you’ve decided on a mate you believe in a love that’s for keeps. Your partner must be reliable too, have a strong sense of right and wrong and always keep their word. Yes, you can be more possessive and jealous than most, but once partners realise that this is just your way of staking your claim on them, they are likely to see it as a sign of your unwavering loyalty. They will certainly know the fire has gone out of the relationship when you no longer show these traits.

         People have a habit of thinking they know what’s best for you. After they’ve experienced your famous stubbornness, they soon learn that you know your own mind and have no intention of changing it on a whim! Being so fixed in your opinions and lifestyle can mean an unwillingness to alter your outlook, take on board advice or try new solutions to a problem – so you may find that you tend to repeat old mistakes. You need a partner who provides you with stability, but who also knows how to teach you 3flexibility, help you avoid getting bogged down in old habits, and who encourages you to welcome new experiences.

         You abhor lateness and reserve your anger for those who cannot keep a promise. When you say you’ll call, you call – why can’t others be as dependable? You simply cannot comprehend those who repeatedly let you down. What is certain is that, for you, actions speak louder than words. You provide any partnership with permanence, assurance and faithfulness – for better or for worse. You have little tolerance for those who live in their heads or cannot express themselves emotionally and physically. You need a partner who will turn up when expected but who will also surprise you with luxuries and treats, such as a candlelit dinner or a weekend in the country. For you, thoughtfulness and affection go hand in hand. Lovers who adopt a rough and ready approach are not for you; you need time to prepare the atmosphere for love-making (no fluorescent lighting, please) and to savour the act itself.

         Material security and knowing where you stand financially are very important to you. This can cause trouble in a relationship if you place too much emphasis on money. You are more likely to leave a financially secure partnership when you have established a new means of support.

         You take care of your appearance – after all, you know it’s an asset and you do have a tendency to attract admirers rather than pursue them. Your style of dress shows an appreciation of quality – favouring a classic or a natural look. You hate anything cheap or obvious! Tactile clothes and fabrics (from velvet to leather) feel wonderful and are definitely a turn-on. Partners will do best to buy you expensive items that last. With food you prefer simple, nutritious cuisine – nothing elaborate or fussy. You are not a person who enjoys fads of any kind, preferring to stick with the tried and tested. You love gardens, rural landscapes and other places of natural beauty – making love in the great outdoors or even in the rain can add extra sensual delights to your love life. Unearthing those carnal pleasures is the natural choice for you.
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         A combination of delicious wit, humour and intelligence, you are blessed with the most versatile and entertaining Venus placement. You crave excitement and dazzling communication. You also enjoy harmless (and perhaps sometimes not-so-harmless) flirting. Like a bottle of champagne, you sparkle, bubble and fizz, but you might get up people’s noses, too!

         You put lots of energy into beginning new friendships with those who share your lively mind and carefree sense of fun. Others who prove to be predictable or dull and who avoid taking risks will be off your party list for good. Even the ones who can keep up with your sharp brain (and sharper tongue) will need to surprise and delight you consistently to remain in your good books. Yes, there’s no hiding it – you can be fickle and quick to drop those who have outstayed their welcome. Like most social butterflies, you are extremely skilled at compartmentalising people into particular areas of your life: workmates; family; friends. You have no qualms about juggling people and seeking variety in your relationships. For those who envy your abilities, what rankles most is your real talent for being a different person to each of your friends. You never tire of entertaining others and you love to captivate them with the clever facts you have picked up from books and experience. A great conversationalist, you are also a chatty gossip who tries to hide the fact that you know a little about a lot.

         4This Venus position can have a reputation for deception because you tend to change your mind and are always on the lookout for something new and more exciting. In a more personal sense you don’t set out to be unfaithful, but how can you spend ALL your time with just one person? There are far too many tantalising distractions – just imagine what you might be missing! You can bring out possessiveness in partners, so you might revert to little white lies to keep the peace. The tall stories you tell can be irritating for partners, as you rarely credit them with the intelligence to see through your transparent excuses or fibs. The lesson is to learn to lay it on the line with loved ones by being honest about your need for more variety in life.

         With this Venus placement, it’s often wiser to settle down later in life after you’ve understood the amount of work and responsibility required to maintain a relationship. But once you do, partners will appreciate that it is your ability to add new and stimulating aspects to the relationship that keeps the flames of passion alive. Be aware that avoidance of responsibility – and a belief that casual encounters or romantic triangles will not catch up with you – may harm relationships with those who have a serious, long-term commitment in mind.

         What really turns you on is finding someone with whom you can express yourself. Reading a good book on sex or talking about it are favourite methods of foreplay for you and really get you in the mood – telephone sex may well be your thing. Someone who can turn your mind on can quite easily turn the rest of you on too. You’re turned off just as easily, so your partner needs to have a youthful approach to amuse and stimulate you if they have any chance of keeping you interested (and awake).

         You’ll probably shy away from big emotional scenes and avoid people who rely on you for constant support. You are more interested in being with people who share your Peter Pan view of the world. Some types will inevitably try to weigh you down with emotional baggage and become heavily dependent on you – this merely clips your wings. You feel suffocated by predictable and needy behaviour, so stay away from any emotionally manipulative individuals who keep tabs on you or demand that you account for your every action. You must have plenty of breathing space!

         You are attracted to sociable types who can converse on any subject and impress others with their intelligence, persuasiveness and verbal gymnastics. The perfect partner is well-read and knowledgeable, has more than just a great body, and can articulate their ideas. Cynical or dull-witted people and those who can’t visualise anything beyond their own backyard need not apply. You can get on with anyone as long as they’re fun, bright and interesting, and share your curiosity about life.

         Your partner must understand and encourage your lifelong fascination with the world as a place of boundless opportunity. You need someone who feels as young as you do even after retirement age. Love letters, cards and (not overly sentimental) poems work wonders for you, too. When your relationship is based on honesty and trust, you can both get down to communicating openly and sparking ideas off each other. Then it can become a truly magical opportunity for both of you to concoct exciting schemes and embark on adventures in which nothing holds you back.
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         More than anything, you need to feel genuinely bonded to your partner. A relationship must confirm your belief that you are twin souls melded by understanding, love and companionship. A happy homemaker, you pride yourself on a special ability to look 5after your partner and attend to their every need. Of course, you feel wonderful when they nurture you back, but being on hand to look after them is what makes you feel worthwhile and needed. The most important part of your caring, loving nature is to give your partner constant affirmation of your love, and you need this in return by the bucketload! A special anniversary, flowers and a sentimental second honeymoon are sure to feed your passion.

         Guiding partners through their tough times is highly rewarding to you, although there may come a point in the relationship when your respective contributions become unbalanced and you feel burdened by the constant pressure to be a combination of lover, parent, housemaid and counsellor. Women with this placement may search for someone to mother, whereas men may actually seek a substitute parent to mother them. Look out for any signs of you or your partner believing the relationship to be the sole purpose in life (‘If you don’t love me, I just can’t go on’).

         Highly sensitive, you take your time before making major commitments, but this cautious and self-protective approach serves you well in making choices. You dislike over-familiarity from strangers, but if you do invite them into your personal life, you love nothing more than physical expressions of affection. Until your guard comes down, prospective partners will find themselves clanking against that cold armour you use to protect yourself.

         As astrologers, we’ve occasionally come across someone with your Venus sign who has in the past trusted completely only to have their devotion battered by disloyalty and deceit. Your long memory doesn’t easily forgive an old betrayal. Such emotional scars need time to heal before you can find the courage to trust again.

         Your ideal partner must accept your ever-changing moods – but being so in touch with these can prove a tough assignment for them. Your perfect match will be open enough to experience a new kind of intimacy where two really do become one. Partners had better remember birthdays and other special occasions, too. And woe betide the partner who criticises your family and friends. Even if your mother was Cruella de Vil, you’re notoriously snappy when your clan is under attack. Heaven forbid if you should be asked to choose between your family and your love life. Your partner must learn that your past is always a part of the present and will equally affect the future.

         ‘Aware’ men with this placement are rarely concerned that their masculinity could be threatened: they can weep at a movie and play dad in public without a care for what others think. Women, on the other hand, can seem tough and impenetrable until they connect with a partner they trust. All of you share a strong desire to build a nest (even if just for two), and since most of you are natural homemakers and good cooks, this is your haven to retreat to with your lover. Your home is your cushion-filled castle.
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