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In Victor Hugo's "Ninety-Three," the turbulent backdrop of the French Revolution serves as the crucible for a profound exploration of human nature and the moral struggles inherent in revolutionary zeal. Set against the violent chaos of 1793, Hughes employs a vivid and romantic literary style, weaving together themes of loyalty, justice, and the tumult of political ideals. Through compelling character arcs—including the noble hero and the conflicted antagonist—Hugo captures the intensity of revolutionary fervor while simultaneously questioning the ethics of violence in the pursuit of liberty, reflecting a literary context that grapples with the consequences of unfettered ambition. Victor Hugo, a foundational figure of French Romantic literature, was deeply engaged with the social and political issues of his time, which undoubtedly influenced his creation of "Ninety-Three." His poignant experiences—growing up amid social upheaval and witnessing the plight of the oppressed—shaped his passionate advocacy for justice and human rights. Hugo's experiences in exile and his encounters with revolutionary thought inform this gripping narrative, as he wrestles with the dichotomy of noble causes and the often brutal realities they entail. This meticulously crafted novel is a profound commentary on the perils of extremism and the complexities of human loyalty. For readers interested in the intersections of history, philosophy, and literature, "Ninety-Three" is an essential read that not only captivates through its dramatic storytelling but also invites reflection on the moral complexities of revolutionary change.
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In "The Whites and the Blues," Alexandre Dumas explores the turbulent dynamics of social class and racial tension in post-revolutionary France. This historical novel, suffused with Dumas's signature narrative style—rich characterizations and vivid descriptions—unfolds amidst the backdrop of the French Revolution. The work is woven through the complex interplay of friendships and rivalries, as Dumas richly illustrates the impact of political ideologies on personal relationships. As an amalgamation of adventure and social critique, the narrative is deeply embedded within the literary context of Romanticism, grappling with themes of justice, identity, and the human condition. Dumas, a man of mixed heritage, deeply understood the struggles of the marginalized; his own ancestry and experiences undoubtedly informed his portrayal of these complex issues. Born to a French nobleman and a Haitian slave, Dumas's life was a tapestry of the very contrasts he examines in his characters' lives. His extensive travels and immersion in diverse cultures provide a nuanced viewpoint that resonates throughout the text, making it a powerful reflection of the era's social stratifications. Readers seeking a compelling blend of history and narrative will find "The Whites and the Blues" an essential addition to their literary collection. Dumas's masterful storytelling invites readers to reflect on the consequences of conflict and the enduring quest for equality and understanding. This novel is not merely a reflection of the past, but a timeless commentary on societal divisions that remains relevant today.
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In "A Tatter of Scarlet: Adventurous Episodes of the Commune in the Midi 1871," S. R. Crockett deftly weaves a rich tapestry of narrative that captures the tumult and fervor of the Communal uprising in the French Midi during the post-Franco-Prussian War era. Employing a vivid and expressive literary style, Crockett encapsulates the emotional struggles of his characters against the backdrop of social upheaval. His work reflects the era's literary context, drawing from realism and romanticism to portray the passionate ideals and harsh realities of radical politics, illuminating the personal ramifications of historical movements through compelling storytelling. S. R. Crockett, a Scottish novelist known for his prolific output and colorful characters, was influenced by his experiences in the turbulent landscapes of Scotland and France. His intimate grasp of local color and social dynamics informed his portrayal of the Commune, revealing his deep empathy for the underdogs of society. Crockett's ability to articulate the complexities of revolution is partly a reflection of the turbulent political atmosphere of his own time, which inspired him to delve into the stories of those caught in the maelstrom of change. I highly recommend "A Tatter of Scarlet" to readers interested in historical fiction that illuminates the intersection of personal and political strife. This book offers not only an enthralling narrative but also a poignant examination of the human condition under duress. Crockett's exploration of hope and despair amidst chaos remains a powerful testament to resilience and the pursuit of justice.
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In "Rasputin the Rascal Monk," William Le Queux masterfully weaves a narrative that oscillates between thrilling intrigue and historical drama, offering readers a vivid glimpse into the life of Grigori Rasputin, a controversial figure in early 20th-century Russia. The book is characterized by its engaging prose and intricate character development, portraying Rasputin not merely as a shadowy mystic but as a complex man shaped by the tumultuous socio-political landscape of pre-revolutionary Russia. Le Queux's meticulous craftsmanship and command of pacing create a compelling story that blends fact with fiction, while highlighting the pervasive impact of Rasputin amidst the court's decadence and a country on the brink of collapse. William Le Queux, an established British novelist and journalist known for his spy fiction and thrillers, drew upon his extensive travels and deep-rooted fascination with Eastern European politics to produce this work. Having lived through an era of great political upheaval and intrigue, Le Queux often found inspiration in the shadowy realms of espionage and secrecy. His firsthand experience in various European capitals allowed him to capture the essence of a world where allegiance and betrayal intertwined. This riveting exploration of Rasputin's life and influences is highly recommended for readers intrigued by historical fiction that illuminates the human condition. Le Queux's nuanced portrayal invites the audience to reconsider the notorious figure, providing a thought-provoking perspective on the intersections of power, belief, and moral ambiguity. Whether you are a history buff or a lover of character-driven narratives, this book offers a fascinating blend of both.
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In "The Ancien Régime," Charles Kingsley presents a penetrating examination of the social and political structures that defined France in the years leading to the Revolution. Utilizing a blend of historical narrative and vivid allegory, Kingsley's literary style is marked by a didactic approach, effectively engaging readers in debates surrounding class, power, and change. Through rich descriptions and evocative imagery, he reveals the complexities of the feudal system and the burgeoning sentiments of revolution that were poised to transform French society. The book not only serves as a historical account but also as a critique of the injustices inherent in the ancien régime itself. Charles Kingsley, a prominent Victorian novelist and social reformer, was deeply influenced by the socio-political turmoil of his time. His familiarity with both theology and the burgeoning field of historical sociology likely shaped his perspectives in this work. Kingsley's experiences as an Anglican minister and his progressive views on social justice informed his desire to articulate a narrative that would ultimately resonate with calls for reform amidst the rigid hierarchies of his day. For readers interested in the intricate dance between history and literature, "The Ancien Régime" is a compelling read that invites critical reflection on the forces shaping societal change. Kingsley's insightful analysis and engaging prose will resonate with anyone captivated by the social dynamics of revolutionary thought.

Buy now and read (Advertising)





    Davy
  


  The Insurrection in Paris


  


 



  
    EAN 8596547339731
  



 
    DigiCat, 2022

	Contact: DigiCat@okpublishing.info
    
  








[image: ]




AN ENGLISHMAN


Table of Contents



An eye-witness of that frightful war and of the terrible evils which accompanied it

PRICE: 2 fr. 50 c.

PARIS



A. LEMOIGNE, EDITOR


Table of Contents



26, PLACE VENDÔME

1871


Table of Contents



Imprimerie de F. Le Blanc-Hardel, rue Froide, 2 et 4, à Caen.



Paris, June the 25th 1871.

DEAR EDWARD,


Table of Contents



To you who have been pleased to take some interest in what I wrote about Paris, I inscribe this small volume which, according to your suggestion, I publish under the form of a nearly day per day correspondence.

Yours truly,



DAVY.
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The desire of appreciating de visu the results of a five month's siege in a town of two million inhabitants, unexampled in the annals of humanity, made me leave London on the twentieth of March.

Hardly landed in the Capital of France which I thought of finding tranquil and occupied in exercising its genius in repairing the disasters caused by the enemy, I heard with stupefaction that Paris, a prey to civil war, was under the blow of a fresh siege.

Sad change! the German helmets had given place to the French kepys; citizens of the same nation were going to cut one another's throats.

My first thought was to withdraw from this mournful and dangerous spectacle. Of what importance to me, a simple citizen of Great Britain, were the disorders and furies of that people, in turn our most cruel enemy or our friend according to circumstances, as European politics or the interests of sovereigns make of them our adversary or our ally?—Why expose myself voluntarily to the heart-rending and often dangerous trials of a war that had none of my sympathies either on the one side or on the other of the enclosure? Was I going to see a great people breaking its irons and fighting to death in order to recover its rights and liberty?—No—the French people had at last the government of their choice,—the Republic. There was, then, question of an impious war, undertaken by a blind multitude for the profit of a few hidden ambitions: that is to say, a war without grandeur and without interest for a simple spectator.

However, after due reflection, I overcame my repugnance. I had, in my excursions, remarked, among the armed bands, so many heterogeneous elements; that is to say, thousands of individuals of all social positions and of so many nationalities, that I began to think it would perhaps be useful to my compatriots to hear by and by a sincere recital, written by a disinterested pen, of the events about to take place.

I did not conceal from myself the dangers to which my curiosity would expose me; but had I not, and that too without any advantage, incurred as great dangers in escalading Mont-Blanc and in going up along the borders of the Nile? Besides, as is generally the case, the certainty of an imminent peril only served to strengthen my resolution. Moreover, not wishing to run any useless risk, I thought good to take a few precautions: I went to see Monsieur ***, an old French refugee that I had known at London, by the interposition of M. Causidiere. I asked him if he could not procure me a permission, a pass, some paper or other.

«Are you quite decided on staying?»

Asked that gentleman, whom I do not name for a reason that will be appreciated by the reader.

«Perfectly decided.»

«Could nothing, not even good advice, make you renounce your intention?»

«Nothing.»

«Then come with me to the Town-hall.»

I followed him; and, half an hour afterwards, I was in possession of a pass signed by two members of the Commune.

This precaution was not to be useless. A few days afterwards, going to see the fort of Vanves, strongly menaced, I was arrested and taken before the commander of the Fort.

This officer examined my pass; and, hesitating without doubt as to my identity, he put several questions to me in English. My answers certainly satisfied him, for he took me by the hand and said to me in a tone not without emotion:

«Go, Sir, I will give you some one to accompany you; I like the English; I have seen them under fire; I was at Inkermann.»

The next day, having advanced too near Courbevoie, I was arrested by a patrol, and taken before a Commander of the army of Versailles. There I exhibited a letter from the ambassador's.

«Ah!» said the Commander, «I knew in the Crimea two brave officers of your name.»

«John and Lewis—Captains—they were cousins of mine.»

«That is it exactly—what has become of them?»

«Lewis is in the Indies—John is dead.»

«He is very happy», said the commander sorrowfully, in bowing to me.»

I went back, not without thinking of those two men—of those two brothers-in-arms, who perhaps were going to fire upon each other, after having mingled their blood before the enemy for the defence of their country. Alas! I was destined to see greater crimes.

Certain, henceforth, of being able to get safely out of all scrapes, thanks to my pass of the commune and my papers from the ambassador's, I persevered in following step by step the events I am about to relate.

Not having the pretention to write the history of the French revolution, with an appreciation of its consequences, as was done by our illustrious compatriot Carlisle for the revolution of 93, I will content myself with a simple and daily account of what I have seen and heard, and nothing more.

The events offer of themselves sufficient interest and need not be augmented.

In default of merit to which this book, so rapidly got up, cannot pretend, I dare hope that its sincerity will gain for it the reader's sympathy and esteem.

Paris.




A certain calm reigned in the city in consequence of the hope that was entertained of seeing the commune come to an understanding with the government of Versailles. Several battalions even marched only because they were forced to do so. This hesitation was caused by the convocation of all the freemasons for bringing about a reconciliation between the two parties. It was, in fact, on this very day, that all the freemasons of Paris went to the Town-hall to hear pronounced, by several members of the commune, speeches of a fiery character and leading to civil war.

All efforts of reconciliation have failed. Dombrowski, then, has ordered the inhabitants of Neuilly to leave in 24 hours, having the intention to reduce the village to ashes. The day ended by the arrest of general Cluseret.




may 1rst.
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This day is signalized by the capture of the railway-station of Clamart, where the insurgents lost, in addition to 60 prisoners, about 300 killed by the bayonet. The soldiers of Versailles gave no quarter, excited as they were at the sight of the deserters of the Line who served in the ranks of the commune.

It was also on this day that general Mariouze retook the castle of Issy, having captured 250 insurgents. This number was increased by others, made prisoners during the day, and they arrived at Versailles 400 in number.
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The scaffolding for the destruction of the Vendôme Column is arranged, and the eighth of this month is the day fixed for its fall.

The fighting around Paris continues violent and the troops of Versailles press steadily forward.

The railway-companies are taxed to the amount of 2,000,000 fr.

Let us terminate this day by the recital of the pillage of Notre-Dame.




NOTRE-DAME PLUNDERED.
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People were astonished that the commune should have restored the treasure of Notre-Dame after having had it taken away. To day the astonishment will cease: the furniture and vases had been brought back only to be re-taken.

On monday, april 26th., in the afternoon, a certain number of national guards, accompanied by the self-styled delegates of the commune, loaded, for the second time, in two carriages, the treasure of Notre-Dame. Then, having doubtless met with some difficulties, they had the horses taken away and left the two carriages loaded.
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