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Introduction

The ultimate directory to the Netflix show. Where all other Stranger Things books end, this one is only just beginning!



THE A-Z


A


ACROBAT THEORY

The
school science teacher Mr Clarke uses an analogy to explain superstring
theory (superstring theory is a theoretical framework in particle
physics that suggests that all fundamental particles are actually tiny,
vibrating strings) and the multiverse to the boys when they ask about
other dimensions at the 'funeral' of Will Byers in season one. Mr
Clarke tells them to picture an acrobat on a rope. The acrobat can only
go back and forwards. Then imagine a flea on the rope. The flea can go
anywhere. It can move around and come back to where it started. The
flea has access to a dimension that the acrobat doesn't. 

Cosmologist
Ranga-Ram Chary felt that Mr Clarke's analogy wasn't perfect. He
suggested this alternative - "You are stuck in a traffic jam. You can
only go forward, backward or change lanes. That is being stuck in two
dimensions. If you could get the car to get off the ground (there are a
few prototypes that I have seen), that would help you move in a third
dimension. Strictly speaking even that isn't accurate, because the
driver is extended in the third dimension. But then, neither is the
flea or a tightrope — both of which are three-dimensional objects!"


ADVENTURES IN BABYSITTING

A
possible cinematic inspiration for Steve becoming the babysitter to the
kids in season two might be the 1987 Chris Columbus film Adventures in
Babysitting where Elisabeth Shue plays a babysitter who ends up in all
sorts of trouble with crooks and thieves and various crazy situations
as she babysits a gaggle of children and teenagers in Chicago. 


AGENT ORANGE

Hopper
reveals in season four that when he served in Vietnam he was involved
in the preparation of Agent Orange. He therefore believes he was to
blame for his daughter Sara developing cancer and dying. Agent Orange
is a herbicide and defoliant chemical which was used by the U.S.
military in Vietnam in 'herbicidal' warfare tactics to destroy the
jungle cover in which their enemy was hiding. Agent Orange is a known
carcinogen. It's safe to say that mixing vats of Agent Orange is a
hazardous job that you'd rather avoid given a choice. Hopper says he
was just a kid at the time and had no idea what he was doing. The
military clearly didn't tell young soldiers much about Agent Orange.


AIMEE MULLINS

Pennsylvania
born athlete, actress, and fashion model who played Terry Ives in
Stranger Things. Mullins was born with fibular hemimelia (missing
fibula bones) and as a result, had both of her legs amputated below the
knee when she was one year old. Mullins competed in the Paralympics in
1996 in Atlanta.


AKIRA

The sequence in the season one
finale where Eleven takes out the soldiers in the school corridor feels
inspired by a sequence in the animated film Akira where Tetsuo uses his
powers to escape from heavily armed guards in a hospital. 


ALAN TURING

We
don't actually see Will Byers do his school presentation at the start
of Stranger Things 4 but we see evidence that it was going to be about
Alan Turing. Alan Turing was a British mathematician, computer
scientist, logician, cryptanalyst, philosopher, and theoretical
biologist. He played a vital role for the Allies in cracking the German
codes during World War 2. Sadly, Turing lived during a time when it was
much more difficult to be gay. This contributed to his suicide at the
age of 42. 


ALEC UTGOFF

The actor who portrays the
sympathetic and Slurpee loving Soviet scientist Alexei in season three.
Utgoff was born in Ukraine and moved to England with his family when he
was fifteen. He then appeared in a number of British TV shows and had
small parts in Mission: Impossible — Rogue Nation, Jack Ryan: Shadow
Recruit, and San Andreas. Utgoff says he was very touched that people
seemed to like Alexei.


ALEXEI 

A character in Stranger Things
3. Alexei is a Soviet scientist who has been forced to work on the
Upside Down drilling machine the Red Army have secretly constructed
beneath the Starcourt Mall in Hawkins. Alexei is kidnapped by Hopper -
who enlists Murray Bauman as a translator. Alexei finds himself caught
in the middle of a very difficult situation. He is very reluctant to
betray his superiors and his country because that could have awful (and
deadly) consequences but he is also unhappy to have to work on the
Upside Down project. In the end, Alexei becomes friends with Murray and
begins to trust these crazy Americans who have captured him. Alexei
likes the United States (especially Burger King and Woody Woodpecker)
but, sadly, he isn't destined to experience it for very long. 

Smirnoff
is Hopper's nickname for Alexei in Stranger Things 3. This might refer
to Yakov Smirnoff, a Ukraine-born comedian who immigrated to the United
States in the ’70s and enjoyed success making jokes at the Soviet
Union's expense. Alexei is a fan of Woody Woodpecker in Stranger Things
3. Woody Woodpecker is a fictional animated anthropomorphic woodpecker
who appeared in theatrical short films produced by the Walter Lantz
Studio and distributed by Universal Pictures during the golden age of
American animation. The character was created in 1940 by Lantz and
storyboard artist Ben "Bugs" Hardaway.


ALICE CREEL

Younger
sister of Henry Creel in the season four flashbacks concerning the
spooky Creel house and the origin of Vecna. Alice is murdered by Henry
along with her mother. Her father Victor was wrongly blamed for these
murders. Livi Birch was the main actor for Alice. 


ALIEN FRANCHISE

The
Alien franchise is referenced more than once in Stranger Things in key
sequences and production designs. The residue left by the alternate
world creatures in Stranger Things is similar to the secretions of the
Xenomorphs in the Alien universe and Stranger Things also uses the idea
of facehugger type organisms and humans becoming cocooned by
Lovecraftian beasts. The Demogorgon creature in Stranger Things is very
H.R Giger and the scene in the last episode of season one where Joyce
and Hopper explore the nightmarish Upside Down world looking for Will -
their faces visible through hazmat suit helmet lights - is a direct
tribute to the sequence Alien where the crew of the Nostromo explore
the desolate, mist shrouded LV-426. The shot early in episode one of
Stranger Things where the scientist in the elevator looks up in terror
at something above him and is then pulled up by this unseen horror is a
direct homage to a similar sequence in David Fincher's Alien 3. The
Duffer Brothers are big fans of David Fincher and designed this scene
as a tribute to the director. 

James Cameron's 1986 sci-fi
classic Aliens was an influence on season one but even more so on
Stranger Things 2. Not only do we get Paul Reiser as the possibly
dubious 'company man' in Stranger Things 2 (as he was as Carter Burke
in Aliens) but there are many riffs on Aliens throughout. The Spy,
which is episode six of Stranger Things 2, is Stranger Things in
complete Aliens tribute mode with the Demogorgons attacking the
soldiers in the tunnels, motion trackers, and video camera point of
view footage. Aliens was named as the biggest influence on Stranger
Things 2 by the Duffer Brothers in that they wanted to do a sequel that
was still part of the Stranger Things universe but also bigger and
slightly different - just like Aliens was a blood relative to Alien but
bigger. We must mention too that Eleven's curly hair at the start of
Stranger Things 2 seems to be partly inspired by Sigourney Weaver's
hairstyle in Aliens. 

The scene in season two where Bob is
attacked by DemoDogs and Hopper drags Joyce away seems to be inspired
by the moment in Aliens where Vasquez is reluctantly dragged away as
her friend Drake is about to be killed. Eleven's dramatic return at the
end of the penultimate episode of season two owes something to the
scene in Alien: Resurrection where Winona Ryder's android character
Call returns to save her friends after the aquatic chase. A similarity
in the scenes too is that Eleven and Call are assumed to be dead. It is
only Hopper who knows that Eleven is alive. When Dustin's pet 'Dart'
keeps shedding its skin and getting bigger, this feels very inspired by
the Xenomorph's initial growth in Ridley Scott's Alien. 

Another
Alien 3 reference in Stranger Things comes in season three when the
Flayer looms close enough to breathe on Nancy. This happened to Ripley
in Alien 3 with the xenomorph. The green gloop in the vials that the
Scoop Troop find in the Soviet base in Stranger Things 3 turns out to
be acidic. This is a reference to the Alien series - most likely the
scene where Dallas tries to cut the facehugger from Kane in Alien and
the creature's acid blood begins eating through the hull of the
Nostromo.  Erica crawling through the vents in Stranger Things 3
could be a homage to Bishop in James Cameron's Aliens crawling through
piping conduits to reach the colony's transmitter and remote pilot the
Sulaco's remaining dropship to the surface. 

Some fans have
suggested that the Soviets attempting to get control of the Upside Down
(or at the very least gain access to it) could be a reference to the
Alien franchise - where the sinister corporations are very eager to get
hold of a Xenomorph specimen - despite the grave danger that this task
could potentially pose. The Duffer Brothers said the alien Queen in the
1986 film Aliens was an influence on the Mind Flayer in that they
wanted the Upside Down to have a boss in the way that alien Queen is
the boss of the aliens. David Harbour said that one of the biggest
inspirations for Hopper's Soviet arc in season four was the horror
sequel Alien 3. In Alien 3, Sigourney Weaver's Ripley crash lands on a
desolate and grim prison planet named Fiorina "Fury" 161 and one of the
alien creatures (inevitably) gets loose.


ALISON TATLOCK

Alison
Tatlock wrote the first season episode The Flea and the Acrobat. She
later worked as a producer on the acclaimed Breaking Bad spin-off show
Better Call Saul. 


ALTERED STATES

The film Altered
States was plainly an influence on Stranger Things. Altered States is a
1980 science fiction horror film by Ken Russell based on a novel by
Paddy Chayefsky. The story is based on real life experiments by
physician, neuroscientist, psychoanalyst, psychonaut, and philosopher
Dr John Cunningham Lilly. Lilly invented the sensory deprivation tank.
He saw the sensory deprivation tank as a means to explore the nature of
human consciousness and used psychedelic drugs in his experiments. In
the film, William Hurt plays a university professor who experiments
with other states of consciousness by using psychotropic drugs and
entering a sensory deprivation tank.


ALTERNATE DIMENSIONS

Alternate
dimensions refer to regions of existence that are separate from our own
physical reality, but may run parallel to it or intersect with it in
some way. These dimensions are theorised in certain branches of
theoretical physics and speculative fiction, and are typically
described as existing beyond the limits of our traditional
three-dimensional space. Some interpretations suggest that alternate
dimensions could contain entirely different laws of physics, alternate
versions of ourselves, or even entirely separate universes. The concept
of alternate dimensions is a popular theme in science fiction and can
be used to explore ideas of parallel realities, time travel, and the
nature of existence.


AMYBETH McNULTY

Amybeth McNulty
was introduced as Vickie in Stranger Things 4. Amybeth McNulty is an
Irish born actor best known for her role as Anne Shirley in the
CBC/Netflix drama series Anne with an E, based on the 1908 novel Anne
of Green Gables. Amybeth McNulty said she binged the first season of
Stranger Things when it came out and had been a friend of Millie Bobby
Brown on social media since 2016. She was thrilled to be in Stranger
Things and said her casting came out of the blue. It was the Duffer
Brothers love of all things Anne of Green Gables which brought Amybeth
McNulty to their attention. 


AMY L. FORSYTHE

Stranger
Things makeup artist. Her eclectic range of duties on Stranger Things
have included everything from making edible fertiliser for Mrs Driscoll
to eat in Stranger Things 3 to coming up with Eleven's makeup for the
Snow Ball dance in season two. Amy Forsythe, after her time on Stranger
Things, has seen more fake blood than you've had hot dinners.


AMY PARRIS

Costume
designer on the show for season two. Amy Parris scoured Etsy for some
of the vintage clothes you see in Stranger Things. She also trawled
through clothes shops and markets in Atlanta. Her duties included
designing Eleven's clothes at Hopper's cabin and the makeover the
character has in The Lost Sister. Amy Parris also naturally had to help
come up with the Ghostbusters costumes the boys wear in season two.


AMY SEIMETZ

Tampa
raised actress who played Becky Ives. She has appeared in AMC's The
Killing, HBO's Family Tree and Shane Carruth's Upstream Color. In 2017
she featured in Ridley Scott's Alien: Covenant.


ANDREW STANTON

Second
season director Andrew Stanton said working on the show made him feel
very nostalgic for the 1980s and that he was impressed by the accuracy
of the period recreations by the art and costume departments. Stanton
is best known for his work with Pixar. His directing credits include
Finding Dory and John Carter. Stanton's knowledge of special effects
was very helpful to the Duffers on Stranger Things 2 (which was much
more FX intensive than the first season). 


ANDREY IVCHENKO

Andrey
Ivchenko, who played the Terminator inspired Red Army enforcer Grigori
in Stranger Things 3, was born in Ukraine - which was then in the old
Soviet Union. In real life, he really did once serve in the Red Army
(for two years). Despite the obvious Schwarzenegger/Terminator riffs,
Andrey Ivchenko said he tried not to make Grigori too robotic in
Stranger Things 3.


ANGELA

The coal-hearted
bully who makes life miserable for Eleven at the start of Stranger
Things 4. Angela is determined to humiliate and belittle Eleven at
every turn. Fortunately for Angela, Eleven doesn't have her powers.
However, Eleven finally reaches the end of her tether and whacks Angela
with a roller skate at Rink-O-Mania. Angela suffers a bad cut and
concussion as a result. Despite the brutality of Eleven's skate attack
it is doubtful that many Stranger Things fans managed to dredge up too
much sympathy for Angela. Angela was so detestable that most of us were
probably happy to see her take a roller skate to the face!


ANIMAL HOUSE

Steve,
much to the dismay of the more cultured Robin, names the John Landis
comedy Animal House as one of his top three films when in Keith's video
store at the end of Stranger Things 3. You may recall that we could see
someone dressed as John Belushi in Animal House during the Halloween
party that Steve and Nancy attended in Stranger Things 2.


ANNE OF GREEN GABLES

Anne
of Green Gables is a 1908 novel by Canadian author Lucy Maud
Montgomery. Hopper reads Anne of Green Gables to Eleven in the cabin.
We saw him read this book to his daughter in season one flashbacks. The
passage he reads to Eleven is - "I would feel so sad if I was a
disappointment to her -- because she didn't live very long after that,
you see. She died of a fever when I was just three months old. I do
wish she'd lived long enough for me to remember calling her mother. I
think it would be so sweet to say 'mother,' don't you? And father died
four days afterwards from fever too. That left me an orphan and folks
were at their wits' end, so Mrs. Thomas said, what to do with me. You
see, nobody wanted me even then. It seems to be my fate." 


ARGYLE

Argyle
(portrayed by Eduardo Franco) is Jonathan's new best friend in
California in Stranger Things 4. Argyle works in a Surfer Boy Pizza
branch and is often stoned. Because he is usually high, Argyle
frequently has no idea what is actually going on around him. Argyle
becomes unwittingly involved in the road trip of Jonathan, Will, and
Mike when they have to flee after soldiers attack the Byers house in
search of Eleven. Argyle's pizza van is their transportation as they
try to find out what happened to El and make sense of the last cryptic
words of the deceased agent who protected them. Whether Argyle is a
help or a hindrance on this road mission is sometimes open to debate
but you can be sure that he'll somehow find a way to have a good time
all the same.


ATLANTA

The location where Stranger
Things is based and mostly filmed. Atlanta is the capital city of the
state of Georgia in the United States. Atlanta is also home to many
iconic landmarks, including the Georgia Aquarium, Centennial Olympic
Park, and the Martin Luther King Jr. National Historic Site. The city
is a major transportation hub with the busiest airport in the world,
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport. Chris Trujillo, the
production designer, said that Georgia was chosen as the shooting
location for Stranger Things because it represented a broad spectrum of
archetypal Americana. 


AUDITIONS

The Duffers
auditioned 906 boys and 307 girls before deciding on their younger cast
members. The child actors were required to read scenes from (among
other films) Rob Reiner's Stand By Me. The Duffer Brothers said that
casting the right children in season one was the most important task
they had. A gratingly bad performance from just one of the child actors
could potentially have sunk the whole show.


B


BACK TO THE FUTURE

There
are a large number of references to this classic 1985 film in Stranger
Things 3. Dustin, Erica, Steve and Robin duck into a screening of the
film in season three to hide from the Russians after they manage to
escape from the secret underground base. There are also a few musical
bars of Huey Lewis and the scene where Steve drives through the mall in
his car to save Nancy, Jonathan and the kids from Billy feels like a
nod to the car park scenes in Back to the Future where Marty must get
the Delorean up to 88 mph. Note too that when Joyce visits Mr Clarke,
he has a table top model of the town to test scientific theories -
rather like Christopher Lloyd's Doc Brown.  

The Hess farm
mailbox being destroyed when Hopper and Joyce escape from Grigori in
Stranger Things 3 is a reference to the moment in Back to the Future
where the mailbox at Peabody's farm is destroyed when Otis Peabody
shoots at the DeLorean. Maxine Mayfield has a Madrid Skateboard when
she is introduced in season two. This is the same brand that Marty
McFly has in Back to the Future. Bob Newby's JVC GR-C1 camcorder in
Stranger Things 2 was much prized at the time because it had instant
playback. Doc Brown had this same camera in Back to the Future. 

When
Jonathan trips over in Stranger Things 3 while trying to put his pants
on, this is a reference to Marty McFly doing the same thing in Back to
the Future. The doomed Mrs Driscoll has a Kit-Cat Klock on her wall in
Stranger Things 3. The first Kit-Kat Klock was designed by Earl Arnault
(1904-1971) in 1932 and made by the Allied Manufacturing Company in
Portland, Oregon. These clocks are still quite popular and easy to buy.
Doc Brown has the same clock on his wall in Back to the Future. 

At
the end of Stranger Things 3, when Steve and Robin go to the video
store, Steve is wearing something a bit similar to Marty McFly's puffy
burnt orange down vest from Back to the Future. This 'jacket without
sleeves' look was very popular in 1985. You can see a piece of paper
near where Joyce works in Stranger Things 3 that says 'Save Downtown,
No to mall'. This is a riff on the 'Save the Clock Tower' flyer that
features in Back to the Future. The vials of green liquid that the
Soviets use for their Upside Down drilling machine in Stranger Things 3
sort of resemble the vials of plutonium that Doc Brown uses for the
DeLorean in Back to the Future.


BAMBI

Eleven has a
Bambi figurine on her desk in Stranger Things 4. This is a symbol of
how vulnerable feels without her powers and how alone she feels without
Hopper and cut adrift from her friends in Hawkins. 


BANDANA

The
camouflage bandanna worn by Lucas in season one was a suggestion by
Caleb McLaughlin. In Stranger Things 2, Steve seems to be wearing the
same red bandanna to cover his face in the tunnels that Josh Brolin had
in The Goonies.


BARBARA HOLLAND 

Barb Holland is
Nancy's best friend at the beginning of Stranger Things in season one.
However, Nancy is becoming sucked into the orbit of Steve (who is not a
terribly nice person for much of season one) and his nasty and shallow
friends Tommy and Carol. This all threatens to drift Nancy away from
Barb. Barb, who wears huge glasses and frumpy clothes, is very much an
outsider in this group and isn't made to feel especially welcome when
she reluctantly attends a party at Steve's house with Nancy. Barb is
left to her own devices at the party and is captured and killed by the
Demogorgon when she sits on the swimming pool diving board alone. 

Nancy,
who was sleeping with Steve at this time, is profoundly affected by the
disappearance of Barb and can't help but think it was her fault (though
of course it wasn't - Nancy was hardly to know a monster from another
dimension was lurking). In season two of Stranger Things, Barb drives a
major plot arc when Nancy and Jonathan hatch a scheme to expose the lab
and thus finally get closure for Barb's parents (who naturally have no
idea what really happened to their daughter). 

Despite her
minimal screen time and the fact that she only appeared in a few
episodes at the start of season one, Barb was a character who not only
activated future plots but also made quite an impact. Many related to
the character of Barb when they thought of their own teenage years. The
slightly nerdy kid who didn't run with the crowd and wasn't considered
to be cool. The Duffer Brothers said they felt some guilt at killing
Barb off so quickly because it was Shannon Purser's first acting job
and she was so nice to work with. They did say though that this death
was necessary because they wanted the audience to feel that no one in
the show was safe. 


THE BATHTUB

Chapter seven of
season one. The Bathtub was directed by the Duffer Brothers - who also
wrote the screenplay with Paul Dichter (who is credited with the
story). The Duffers and Millie Bobby Brown both said they think this is
the best episode of season one - mainly because all the different
groups of characters on their individual and respective investigations
finally meet up and start to work together. This episode begins with
the kids - specifically Eleven - in big trouble. Agents from the lab
are on the way. Lucas manages to get a warning to them. Eleven has only
just got back to the Wheeler house but now it's time to run again. 

The
Bathtub then has a great stunt sequence that provides another iconic
Eleven moment when the children flee on their bikes and are chased by
the lab's white Chevy vans. Eleven uses her powers to make one of the
vans flip over them and block the path ahead. It's great stuff when the
van somersaults over their heads in slow motion after Eleven fixes it
with her meanest gaze of super concentration. It is probably the
biggest stunt sequence in season one. The child actors are excellent
again as they bicker in the junkyard in an abandoned bus. Dustin paces
up and down, convinced that they have been double crossed. Lando
indeed. 

The diminutive fugitives seem to be at a dead end -
especially when government agents locate their position and begin to
circle the bus. Help has arrived though. Hopper is on the scene and
dispatches the agents - knocking them out as they try to enter the bus.
It's nice to see that in this episode Eleven and Lucas finally seem to
be friends at last. Lucas has been the most vocal in his suspicions of
Eleven but he finally apologises in this episode. The gang are finally
all together again and now united. 

One of the best moments in
this episode comes when Mike and Nancy are reunited. Nancy now knows of
Eleven (Eleven is even wearing one of Nancy's dresses that the boys
gave her when they smuggled her into school to use the ham radio) and a
wonderful exchange between brother and sister takes place. The story
here finally brings all of the characters together as their separate
investigations finally coalesce. They are all now aware that something
weird is going on in Hawkins. Joyce is no longer alone in her
(previously eccentric) assertion that Will was still alive in some
shadow world. 

They must contact Will but Eleven is exhausted
after her efforts in the bike chase. She needs a peaceful place where
she can focus her energies with no distraction. The solution is
obvious. A sensory deprivation tank. Dustin telephones Mr Clark in a
classic scene to get the nuts and bolts of what is required. Mr Clarke
is home watching a film with a date. He tells Dustin they can talk
about this at school on Monday but Dustin is so insistent that the
curiosity door should always be open when it comes to science that Mr
Clarke finally relents and offers some information. This scene is not
only funny but also stresses character traits. We see how persuasive
Dustin can be and also how kind and patient Mr Clarke is. 

So,
with the help of a kiddie pool and a gargantuan amount of salt, Eleven
floats in the water and contacts Will in the Upside Down. The exhausted
and ailing Will is near the end of his endurance and holed up in the
shadow version of his woodland clubhouse Castle Byers. There are many
touching moments in these scenes. Joyce becomes the mother that Eleven
never had as she calms her in the pool and Eleven is comforting to Will
in the Upside Down when she tells him that help is one the way. Eleven
becomes a mythic character in the way that she can straddle these two
worlds with her powers. 

Sadly though, the actual rescue of
Will will require someone to physically enter the Upside Down and
retrieve him. Eleven's trip to the Upside Down does confirm and answer
one lingering question when she encounters a very dead Barb with a slug
in her mouth. Barb obviously didn't fare as well as Will when it came
to hiding and surviving in the Upside Down. At the conclusion of this
episode, Hopper and Joyce break into the Hawkins Lab to search for a
way to find Will but are quickly apprehended. If they are to save Will
they might have to strike a bargain. Jonathan and Nancy meanwhile,
resolve to go and confront the monster. 

There's an awful lot
to love in The Bathtub despite it being a quieter sort of episode (save
for the big chase sequence at the start). It's great to see Mike and
Lucas shake hands and make up at the beginning after their argument and
it's also great to see Winona Ryder and Millie Bobby Brown get some
scenes together. It is naturally very enjoyable also to see all of
these characters meet up and interact with one another. This
penultimate episode of season one is a very effective table setter for
the finale to come. 


BATMAN

The car chase that opens
Stranger Things 2 was inspired by car chases in the Christopher Nolan
Batman films. The Duffers often listen to film soundtracks when they
write to get them in the right mood. The score for The Dark Knight was
one of their favourites while they were writing Stranger Things 2.


BATTLE OF IWO JIMA

The
scene where the kids push Dustin's radio tower aloft in Suzie, Do You
Copy? seems to ape the famous World War 2 photograph where six United
States Marines raised the flag atop Mount Suribachi at the Battle of
Iwo Jima.


THE BATTLE OF STARCOURT

Chapter eight of
season three and the finale. The Battle of Starcourt was written and
directed by the Duffer Brothers. David Harbour said at the time he
thought this was the best episode of Stranger Things so far. The
episode begins with Eleven using her powers to remove the creature that
was inside her leg. It scuttles away - whereupon it is crushed under
the boot of the arriving Hopper. Our heroes come up with a plan. Hopper
will infiltrate the Soviet base with Joyce and Murray to disable the
machine. Dustin and Erica will guide them on walkie-talkies using
Dustin's radio tower Cerebro. 

Hopper, Murray, and Joyce manage
to get inside the base and steal uniforms to blend in. Joyce suggests
they should go out on a date if they make it out of the base alive - a
reversal of her earlier reluctance. Hopper finds that the keys to the
machine are in a vault that can only be unlocked with Planck's
constant. However, even Dustin can't remember the numbers. They are
saved though by Dustin's girlfriend Suzie - who finally makes contact.
She is real after all. Suzie reveals the numbers that Hopper needs -
though not before she makes Dustin sing the theme song to The
Neverending Story with her. 
The gang at the mall have further
trouble when the Flayer monster crashes through the roof. Meanwhile,
Steve is alarmed that he can't seem to contact the mall group on the
walkie-talkie so he decides to go and see if they are safe. Steve
smashes into Billy's car when he tries to ram Nancy and the others. Now
that he has the keys to the machine drilling into the Upside Down,
Hopper heads to the control room to shut it down. Billy enters the mall
and knocks out Max and Mike. He takes the powerless Eleven in order to
give her to the returning Mind Flayer. 

The kids attempt to
distract the Flayer with fireworks and Eleven manages to reach inside
of Billy's memories and make contact with his real personality by
reminding him of his mother. Billy sacrifices himself to the Flayer to
save Eleven and the others (notably his step-sister Max) as, down in
the underground base, Hopper is attacked by Grigori. Hopper indicates
to Joyce that she should turn the keys and so apparently sacrifices
himself in the explosion to close off the Upside Down.

Three
months later we see a news report about Hawkins - which is now becoming
infamous as some sort of cursed town where crazy things happen. You'd
probably be safer spending Halloween in Haddonfield than spending any
time in Hawkins! Mayor Kline is taken away in handcuffs and Steve and
Robin manage to get a new job at the Family Video store. The Byers
family are preparing to leave Hawkins. Now that Hopper is (apparently)
dead, Eleven is going with them. There is a tearful farewell. 

Will
has given his D&D games to Erica and Eleven tells Mike that she
loves him. Eleven tries to crush a Coke can before they leave but her
powers are still gone. She reads the letter that Hopper wrote to her
(instead of that talk he planned) in episode one. In a post-credit
scene set in a Soviet military prison we hear evidence that they have
an American prisoner. We also see that in one of the cells they have a
captive Demogorgon. The Battle of Starcourt is about all you could want
from a finale. There is tension, some emotional moments, action
aplenty, and plenty of fun to be had from watching this cast work
together. This continues the show's enjoyable tradition of having big
exciting finales. 


BECKY IVES 

Becky Ives is the
sister of Terry Ives and Eleven's aunt. Becky has to look after the
catatonic Terry. We see in season two that Eleven doesn't quite trust
Becky and suspects that Becky might turn her in to the authorities. 


BEKSISNKI

The work of Polish painter Zdzislaw Beksinski was a very big influence on the look of the Upside Down. 


BELLWOOD QUARRY

The
place where the quarry scenes in the show were shot. Bellwood Quarry
has been used in other productions like The Walking Dead and The Hunger
Games movie franchise. The quarry was the setting for one of the most
memorable scenes in season one - Eleven rescuing Mike and Dustin from
the school bullies Troy and James. 


BENGUIAT

Stranger
Things uses the ITC Benguiat typeface for its credits and title. This
font was used for the Star Trek films First Contact and Generations. It
was also used in the Choose Your Own Adventure series and on
Strangeways Here we Come - the last studio album by The Smiths. Quentin
Tarantino is fond of this typeface and uses it at the start of his
movies for his own writing/directing credit. The recent sleeper hit
horror film Barbarian also made use of ITC Benguiat in its promotional
art. 


BENNY HAMMOND

The owner of Benny's Burgers in
season one. Benny allows Eleven to take refuge in his diner when she
escapes from the lab and gives her some food. He calls social services
but Brenner's agents arrive instead and Benny is murdered by Connie
Frazier. Eleven gets revenge in the season one finale when she kills
Connie Frazier in the school corridor. Benny is a big man but very
kind. He was a friend of Hopper. 


BENNY'S BURGERS

A
small diner in Hawkins run by Benny Hammond. This is where Eleven goes
to steal food when she first escapes from the lab. Benny's kindness in
feeding Eleven and looking after her doesn't do him much good when he's
shot by Hawkins Lab employee Connie Frazier. In Stranger Things 4,
Jason Carver's basketball gang used the boarded up Benny's Burgers as a
place to crash. Benny's Burgers is really Tiffany's Kitchen in Lithia
Springs, Georgia. This is a real diner that you can visit and eat in.
In the pilot script, Benny's Burgers was a Fish and Chip themed diner.


BEYOND THE BLACK RAINBOW

The
Duffers have been rather coy about the possible influence of a 2010
science fiction film called Beyond the Black Rainbow but the
similarities between this film and Stranger Things are hard to ignore.
Beyond the Black Rainbow has an ambient electronic soundtrack like
Stranger Things, is set in the 1980s, and revolves around a mysterious
lab where a young woman called Elena (Eva Allan) is captive and has
psychic abilities. Sound familiar? Elena wanders in the woods when she
eludes her captors just as Eleven does in Stranger Things and the lab
in the movie also conducts sensory deprivation experiments. 


BIG TROUBLE IN LITTLE CHINA

Big
Trouble in Little China is a 1986 film by John Carpenter. Jack Burton
(Kurt Russell), an all-American truck driver with a John Wayne swagger,
wins a bet gambling with old friend Wang Chi (Dennis Dun) while in San
Francisco. While he waits for his winnings, Jack gives Wang a lift to
the airport where Wang's bride-to-be Miao Yin (Suzee Pai) is due to
arrive. However, Miao has green eyes and this has attracted the
attention of 2000-year-old sorcerer David Lo Pan (James Hong) who needs
a green eyed girl in order to restore his youth and flesh and blood. Lo
Pan's gang kidnaps Miao from right under the noses of Jack and Wang and
soon the two friends, with the help of friendly sorcerer Egg Shen
(Victor Wong), are involved in all manner of mayhem and strange goings
on in the heart of Chinatown as they attempt to rescue Miao and Jack's
beloved truck - The Pork Chop Express - from Lo Pan's subterranean
lair. 

Billy Hargrove's licence plate is a reference to the
truck driven by Jack Burton in Big Trouble in Little China. Billy is
also dressed like Jack Burton at the end of Stranger Things 3. The
piece of music in the movie titled Abduction at Airport begins in a
similar way to the Stranger Things theme. One might argue too that Jack
Burton, a brave but rather dim hero who frequently has no idea what is
going on around him, is something of an inspiration for Steve
Harrington. 


BIKES

The bikes that the boys ride in
Stranger Things are not specific makes but rig-ups using different
props and parts (from bikes like BMX) to make them look like eighties
bikes. This is because each of the actors/characters had to have three
back up bikes (for stunts and in case of accidents) and it was
impossible to find that many identical bikes from the eighties. Finn
Wolfhard said the bike he rode as Mike Wheeler in season one was hard
work because the gears were messed up. 


BILLY HARGROVE

The
older step-brother of Max Mayfield, Billy is a walking eighties movie
cliche with his mullet and super tight jeans. Billy seems to despise
his step-sister Max and makes her life a misery. He seems to be
prejudiced too - as evidenced by his dislike of Lucas. Billy sees Steve
as his big rival at school and seems determined to supplant him.
Although the Billy we see in Stranger Things 2 is mostly a swaggering
oaf, there are other aspects to his persona. We see he is cowed by his
strict father. We also see Billy turn on the charm and flirt with Mrs
Wheeler. 

In season three, Billy, while working as a lifeguard
at the swimming pool, becomes a vessel for the Mind Flayer. Billy tries
to fight back though and has what you could describe as a heroic death.
Billy's anger and resentment came from his parents' divorce. He was a
happy child with his mother but became mean and surly when his mother
left and he was left at the mercy of his strict and abusive father.
Billy's denim/mullet look owes something to Randall Flagg in Stephen
King's The Stand. Rob Lowe in St Elmo's Fire and Kiefer Sutherland in
The Lost Boys also feel like influences on Billy's hairstyle. 


BINGHAM FAMILY

Jonathan,
Mike, Argyle and Will visit Suzie in Salt Lake City for assistance in
season four. Suzie turns out to have a very large and obstreperous
family. Her siblings are Cornelius, Peter, Tabitha, Tatum, Tanner, and
Sterling. The eldest of the siblings is Eden (Audrey Holcomb) - who
Argyle takes a shine to. Eden looks like Ally Sheedy in The Breakfast
Club. The head of this crazy household is the long suffering Mr Bingham
(Mark Rowe) - who simply wants to do some work in his office but is
constantly being interrupted by his eccentric kids. The Bingham house
resembles the house in Home Alone - which is obviously deliberate. 


THE BITE

Chapter
seven of season three. The Bite was written and directed by the Duffer
Brothers. Eleven and the gang hole up in Hopper's cabin where they come
under attack from the monster and a siege ensues. Dustin and Erica
manage to get Steve and Robin back to the surface but Steve and Robin
are very groggy and seem to be high and intoxicated as a result of
being drugged during their interrogation in the underground base. There
are Soviet security men still on their trail so they all duck into a
packed screening of Back to the Future in order to hide amongst the
crowd. 

Alexei, Murray, Hopper, and Joyce race back to Hawkins
to make sure that the kids are safe. Their ultimate mission is to
destroy the machine that is trying to open a portal to the Upside Down.
After managing to hold off the monster, Eleven and her party stop at a
store to get some bandages for the injury she sustained to her leg.
Dustin manages to make contact on his walkie-talkie and Eleven manages
to deduce where Dustin is. While they are at the store, Mike tries to
tell Eleven that he loves her. When they leave the store we see that
Eleven's blood from her bandages begins to move of its own accord -
indicating that it is infected. 

Steve and Robin, still addled
from the drugs, escape from the cinema and end up vomiting in the foyer
bathroom after the twinkling blue lights of the mall roof have too
trippy an effect on them. While they recover in the bathroom, Steve
reveals that he has feelings for Robin. Robin explains to Steve that
she used to stare at him in class because she was jealous that her
crush Tammy Thompson only had eyes for Steve. Steve accepts that Robin
is gay. Their destiny is to become close platonic friends. 

Alexei,
Murray, Hopper, and Joyce look for the kids at the carnival Mayor Kline
has arranged but Karen Wheeler tells them the kids haven't arrived yet.
Their presence has been detected by the Soviets and Hopper has to do
battle with Grigoro again. However, they can't save Alexei - who is
shot by Grigoro for being a traitor. Eleven and the gang arrive at the
mall just in time to save Steve's gang from Soviet security men. Eleven
flips a showroom car at the guards but then collapses in pain because
something seems to be alive inside her leg wound. 

The
action/horror sequences featuring Eleven in this episode are
spectacular and exciting and the carnival scenes are tense and well
staged. The use of a carnival adds another interesting and visually
arresting backdrop to the season. Stranger Things 3 takes us out of the
woods and the lab and throws the horror and danger into some more
surprising places like a mall, hospital, and funfair. The Bite is an
exciting penultimate episode with lashings of action and intrigue. 


THE BLACK CAULDRON

There
seems to be a poster for The Black Cauldron in Starcourt Mall. The
Black Cauldron is a 1985 animated adventure dark fantasy film produced
by Walt Disney. It is loosely based on the first two books in The
Chronicles of Prydain by Lloyd Alexander. With the budget of $44
million, it was the most expensive animated film ever made at the time.
Earning $21.3 million domestically, it led to a loss for the studio,
putting Walt Disney Feature Animation near bankruptcy.


BLACK WIDOW

David
Harbour played an inmate in a Russian prison for the film Black Widow
around the time that Stranger Things 4 was gearing up. In that film he
had a beard and overgrown hair. Harbour suggested to the Duffer
Brothers that he should have a shaved head in Stranger Things 4 to
visually distance Hopper from the character he played in Black Widow.
They agreed that this was a sensible idea. While on the set of Black
Widow, Harbour even secretly texted the Duffer Brothers photos of the
prison set so that they could make sure the prison Hopper finds himself
in Stranger Things 4 would look completely different. Harbour said it
was just a very unusual coincidence that he had to play two characters
captive in Russian prisons in fairly short order.


THE BLOB

The
underrated 1988 remake of The Blob has a number of uncanny similarities
with Stranger Things 3. It has a small town atmosphere, a sheriff, and
some horror scenes in a hospital. The home of the heroine Shawnee Smith
in The Blob also looks a lot like the Wheeler house inside and the hero
Kevin Dillon has an outrageous mullet like Billy Hargrove. The Blob
remake also naturally has mysterious government scientists in hazmat
suits. It even has kids being smuggled into a cinema to watch a horror
film and then the movie cutting out because of an inexplicable event!
The military scientists in The Blob want to get hold of the organism to
use as a biological weapon. This is sort of what the Soviets are trying
to do in Stranger Things 3. Given all the similarities, you would be
amazed if the Duffers had never watched The Blob remake.


BLONDIE

Nancy Wheeler has a calender for the album Autoamerican by Blondie in her room in season one. 


BLOWUP

Jonathan
and Nancy potentially having a fragment of the Demogorgon on a
photograph in season one is a nod to the film Blowup. Blowup is a 1966
British-Italian film directed by Michelangelo Antonioni. The film
follows a fashion photographer in swinging London who believes he may
have unwittingly captured a murder on film


BOB NEWBY 

The
new boyfriend of Joyce in season two. The character was played by Sean
Astin. Bob works at Radio Shack and is an electronics and computer
nerd. He likes Kenny Rogers and prefers Mr Mom to horror films. Will
seems to like Bob although Jonathan doesn't seem so sure. Bob dies a
heroic death in Stranger Things 2 when he goes on a mission in the lab
to reboot the computer system and is killed by Demodogs. Bob Newby's
nickname Bob the Brain is most likely a reference to Bobby "The Brain"
Heenan. Heenan was a famous wrestling manager in the 1980s. He was best
known for managing Andre the Giant. In season three of Stranger Things,
you can see a drawing of Bob Newby as a superhero on the fridge in the
Byers house. This drawing was obviously done by Will. Bob Newby makes a
brief appearance in a season three flashback. We see in season three
that Joyce is very affected by his death. 


BO DEREK

In
season two, Hopper sarcastically says to the journalist Murray - "Yeah,
I want a date with Bo Derek. We all want things." Bo Derek is an
actress and was a major sex symbol thanks mostly to the Blake Edwards
film '10' - where she played a beautiful young woman who Dudley Moore
becomes obsessed with. Her other film roles included Tarzan, the Ape
Man. In 1984, when Stranger Things 2 takes place, Bo Derek starred in
the risque (and much panned) film Bolero.


BODY DOUBLE 

When
Jonathan is in the woods with his telephoto lens looking for signs of
his missing brother Will and spies on Nancy while she frolics at
Steve's house this feels like an obvious homage to Brian De Palma’s
film Body Double. 


BOOGIE MAN

The music that plays
while Murray Bauman searches Alexei in Stranger Things 3 is Sid
Phillips's Boogie Man. Boogie Man is included in the 2008 video game
Fallout 3 - which is most likely where the Duffers got the idea to use
it from.


THE BORDERLAND 

A 1963 episode of The Outer
Limits by series creator Leslie Stevens - who writes and directs. In a
remarkable scientific breakthrough, Ian Fraser (Mark Richman) and his
team have discovered a doorway to a parallel universe/other dimension
at Arrex Electronics - where he is Head Chairman of the board of
Directors. Millionaire Dwight Hartley (Barry Jones) agrees to fund
Fraser's research. His motivation? Hartley wants to see if he can make
contact with his late son in this other dimensional 'borderland'. This
is an enjoyable parallel universe episode that reminds one of the work
of Nigel Kneale and The Twilight Zone episode Little Girl Lost by
Richard Matheson. 

In an early scene a scientist puts his hand
through and it comes out back to front leaving him with two right
hands. It's a topsy turvy world but how similar to ours will it
ultimately be? That is the question. And might it really contain loved
ones who have passed on in our reality? The Borderland anticipates the
sort of dimensional intrigue that shows like Stranger Things would
later mine. 

The Borderland looks pleasingly large scale as an
episode too (albeit with some use of stock footage) with the huge big
factory laboratory type building where Fraser sets up his experiment
and tries to gauge what is on the other side. It sort of makes sense
that this dimensional rift requires practically an entire factory to
activate it (and also contain this experiment and give it a modicum of
secrecy). The Borderland is reminiscent of Stranger Things in many
ways. Not only the alternate dimension with all of its resident
strangeness but also the factory sized laboratory where the story is
set. It's rather like the Hawkins Lab in Stranger Things. 


BRADLEY'S BIG BUY

When
Nancy breaks into the store so the gang can fix up Eleven's leg in
Stranger Things 3, this is Bradley's Big Buy - the same store that
Eleven stole the waffles from in season one. The location for this is a
real store in Palmetto, Ga. 


BRAZIL

The baby mask that Eleven wears in The Lost Sister episode also appeared in Terry Gilliam's cult 1985 film Brazil.


BREAKING AWAY

Breaking
Away is a cult 1979 film directed by Peter Yates. This film was an
unlikely but clear influence on Stranger Things with its Indiana
setting, quarry scenes, and love of bicycles. The story revolves around
four working-class teenagers, Dave (Dennis Christopher), Mike (Dennis
Quaid), Cyril (Daniel Stern) and Moocher (Jackie Earle Haley), from
Bloomington, Indiana, who have left school but don't know what to do
with their lives and spend lazy summer days hanging around and swimming
in an abandoned limestone quarry. 

The boys are known as
'cutters' by the rich kids at nearby Indiana University due to
Bloomington´s stone cutting history and are generally looked down upon
as losers by the students they encounter. Mike is an aimless out of
shape former school quarterback while Moocher has fallen in love but
can't even afford a marriage license. Cyril is tall and clumsy and
expected to fail while Dave worships all things Italian through his
love of cycling and now speaks in an Italian accent, much to the
exasperation of his blue collar car salesman father Ray (Paul Dooley). 

When
they ask Dave to form a cycling team to enter the Indiana University
Little 500 bicycle race, the boys finally have a chance to make their
mark on the town and life. Breaking Away is just a very charming and
enjoyable film with great characters and performances and an uplifting
quality. I wonder if Eleven calling Brenner "Papa" was inspired by Dave
Stoller? Lucas dons a cap of an Italian cycling team (Ceramiche
Ariostea) in Stranger Things 3. This is a direct reference to Breaking
Away. 


BRETT GELMAN

Actor who plays Murray Bauman.
Gelman joined the cast in season two and has enjoyed an increasingly
expanded role in the show. Brett Gelman is an American actor and
comedian known for his roles in TV shows like Fleabag and Go On. He has
also appeared in movies such as The Other Guys and 30 Minutes or Less.
Gelman is known for his dark and edgy comedic style, and he has gained
a following for his unique performances. Brett Gelman had to learn some
Russian to play Murray and has also been permitted to improvise at
times on Stranger Things (though obviously not too much). 


BROADWAY

Gaten
Matarazzo, Caleb McLaughlin and Sadie Sink all knew each other a little
bit before Stranger Things because their paths had crossed on Broadway.


BRUCE LOWE

Journalist
at the Hawkins Post in season three. The character is played by Jake
Busey. Bruce makes life especially difficult for Nancy in the office
with his sexist attitude and jokes. He meets a gruesome end when he
becomes one of the Flayed. When the Flayed version of Bruce punches
through a hospital window in Stranger Things 3 and says "Hi there",
this is an obvious reference to the famous scene of Jack Nicholson
smashing through the door with an axe in The Shining.


BUFFY THE VAMPIRE SLAYER

Some
fans have noted the similarities between 'Hellmouths' from Buffy the
Vampire Slayer and the Upside Down in Stranger Things. A Hellmouth was
an area in which the barriers between dimensions was particularly weak,
allowing the creation of portals between Earth and several hell
dimensions. For these reasons, the Hellmouth attracts demons and other
supernatural creatures, becoming a place for supernatural activity. A
Hellmouth is created when a Deeper Well or Wellspring is used to cut a
path to another dimension, allowing its magic to flow through.


BYERS HOUSE

In
the early seasons, Joyce lives with her kids out in the sticks in a
ramshackle house. The exterior used for the Byers house in the early
seasons was a real house at 149 Coastline Road in Fayetteville,
Georgia. In 2022 this house was put up for sale for $300,000 and sold
in one week. One buyer bid $600,000 so it went for well above the
asking price. The house will reportedly be turned into an Airbnb. It
was estimated that it would cost $100,000 to make the three bedroom
house modern and ship shape. The production team on season one had to
build an extra replica of the hall in the Byers' house so they could
set fire to it. 


C


CADE JONES

2001
born actor who played James - the sidekick of the school bully Troy -
in season one. His other credits include Drop Dead Diva and Parental
Guidance. Cade Jones has apparently now quit acting. 


CAITLIN SCHNEIDERHAN

Staff writer on season four. Caitlin Schneiderhan wrote The Monster and the Superhero. 


CALEB MCLAUGHLIN

Actor
who plays Lucas. Caleb McLaughlin was born in Carmel, New York, in
2001. He studied dance for a year at Happy Feet Dance School in Carmel,
NY and then at The Harlem School of the Arts. From 2012 he featured in
The Lion King at the Minskoff Theatre. Caleb was content to play Simba
on Broadway and had no initial thoughts about becoming an actor but
changed his mind when some television auditions came his way. Caleb
made television appearances in Law & Order: Special Victims Unit,
Forever, and Unforgettable - all in 2013. 

In addition to
Stranger Things, Caleb starred in a 2017 miniseries called The New
Edition Story, all about the R&B group New Edition and their rise
to fame from early ages. Caleb played the young Ricky Bell in the
miniseries. He was also cast in High Flying Bird - a 2019 American
sports drama film directed by Steven Soderbergh. In 2020, Caleb starred
in the well received Western drama Concrete Cowboy. Caleb very nearly
skipped the initial Stranger Things auditions because he didn't think
the chances of him being cast were very good. Caleb's finest hour in
the show in surely Stranger Things 4 - where he gives a terrific
performance as Lucas and is given more to do than the previous few
seasons. 


CAMP HERO

Stranger Things was loosely
inspired by Camp Hero at Montauk - which is obviously why the show was
originally going to have this title. Montauk is a village on the tip of
Long Island. There is an old decommissioned military base there called
Camp Hero which was one of the SAGE radar stations of Air Defense
Command. The main purpose of these stations was to warn of any threat
of nuclear attack. The base at Camp Hero, though apparently abandoned
now, is still fenced off and guarded. The imposing Cold War radar still
stands - silent and motionless. A number of conspiracies have been
floated in relation to the base. There are stories that the government
secretly buried a nuclear reactor there and it is often alleged to have
been part of the secret MK-Ultra project (which was basically a
clandestine experiment by the CIA to see if mind control and remote
viewing was actually real). 

In 1992, Preston B. Nichols (along
with Peter Moon) wrote a book called The Montauk Project: Experiments
in Time in which Nichols claimed that after discovering he was a
'telepath' he had visited Montauk - where the caretaker of the old
military base seemed to know who he was. Nichols claims that he was
once in charge of a secret project at Camp Hero which opened a rip in
time and made him experience alternate realities. That was merely the
tip of the iceberg as Camp Hero was also allegedly subject to aliens,
monsters, and time travel. 

The Montauk Project: Experiments in
Time rather gives the game away in the introduction when it invites us
to read the book that follows as a work of fiction should we choose. No
one in their right mind believed that this book had any basis in
reality. Nonetheless, the conspiracy theories related to Camp Hero
tickled the imaginations of the Duffers and made them want to set the
show in Montauk. In the original pilot script for the show Jim Hopper
lives in a shack on the beach and the Byers house is right next to Camp
Hero. While the general story and concepts in the show remained the
same it did have a very different atmosphere and aura by moving the
action from Long Island to Indiana. In the original early concept for
the show, when it was still called Montauk, there were even plans to
have everything take place in a blanket of heavy snow. A sort of
Stranger Things meets 30 Days of Night. 


CANDICE

Candice
is Mayor Kline's secretary in Stranger Things 3. She is patently having
a secret affair with him. The character is played by Allyssa Brooke.


CARA BUONO

New
York born actor who plays Karen Wheeler. Cara Buono is best known for
roles in Mad Men and The Sopranos. She has had roles in many television
shows and films - including The Dead Zone, Third Watch and Let Me In
(the Hollywood remake of Let the Right One In). Cara Buono actually
reached out for a part in Stranger Things (or Montauk as it would have
been called at the time) because she loved the concept so much and
wanted to be involved. Cara Buono has 111 lines as Karen Wheeler in
season one but her part was reduced in later seasons. The first season
had a big focus on the Wheeler house but this wasn't the case with
later seasons. Buono had some input into Karen's story in Stranger
Things 3. She came up with the idea that Karen would be getting ready
for her secret meeting with Billy but then come to her senses after
looking at Ted asleep in a chair with Holly.


CARMEN CUBA

The
casting director on Stranger Things. It was Cuba who helped bring David
Harbour and Millie Bobby Brown to the attention of the Duffer Brothers.


CARRIE

A
Stephen King novel, famously adapted of course by Brian De Palma in the
seventies. Carrie is a troubled girl who has to deal with both the
scorn of her peers at school and her overbearing Bible crazed mother.
However, Carrie has powerful telekinetic abilities and can only be
pushed so far. Carrie and the Eleven character in Stranger Things are
not completely similar but they do have some things in common. Both had
sheltered upbringings and so have trouble understanding the world and
both have powerful telekinetic abilities. They are both outsiders who
have endured a difficult start to life. One salient similarity is that
Carrie and Eleven are both placid and sweet on the surface but can be
very dangerous when pushed too far.


CARY ELWES

Actor
who played Mayor Kline in Stranger Things 3. Cary Elwes is most famous
for his role in The Princess Bride. The Princess Bride is a romantic
tongue-in-cheek 1987 swashbuckler based on William Goldman's novel of
the same name. Elwes plays the dashing Westley, a farmboy who falls in
love with Robin Wright's Buttercup and becomes an Errol Flynn style
hero when he seeks to win her back from the clutches of the dastardly
Prince Humperdinck. The Princess Bride wasn't a big hit when it was
released in 1987 but has since become a much loved cult film. Cary
Elwes describes The Princess Bride as "the gift that keeps on giving." 

His
other parts include roles in Saw and Robin Hood: Men in Tights. Elwes
had worked with Winona Ryder on the 1992 Francis Ford Coppola film
Dracula so Stranger Things 3 was a bit of a reunion for him. Cary Elwes
is related to John Elwes - who was believed to be the inspiration for
Ebenezer Scrooge in A Christmas Carol. John Elwes was a Member of
Parliament in Great Britain from 1772 to 1784 and a noted eccentric and
miser. Charles Dickens made reference to John Elwes in his last novel,
Our Mutual Friend.


THE CASE OF THE MISSING LIFEGUARD

Chapter
three of season three. The Case Of The Missing Lifeguard was written by
William Bridges and directed by Shawn Levy. Eleven uses her powers to
spy on Mike and the boys. She is rather irritated to discover them
referring to girls as another 'species' ruled by emotion. A drunken
Hopper arrives home after Joyce stood him up but he is happy to see
that it is Max and not Mike who Eleven is with. He gives his consent
for Max to have a sleepover with Eleven and the girls decide to play a
version of 'spin the bottle' where Eleven has to 'remote spy' on
whoever the bottle lands on. When Eleven enters her mental 'void' to
spy on Billy Hargrove she sees him overpowering the lifeguard Heather.
Alarmingly, Billy seems to sense the presence of Eleven. 

Joyce
goes to see Hopper the following morning. Hopper is still annoyed by
Joyce's no show the previous night but Joyce is too preoccupied to even
remember they had a dinner date. She tells Hopper about the magnet
mystery. What if it has something to do with the Hawkins Lab? The lab
was decommissioned and is now supposedly empty. But could it secretly
still be in use? Hopper decides he will take Joyce to lab and show her
that it is abandoned and deserted so that he can put her mind at rest.
Eleven and Max go to Billy's house but find a bath full of ice and a
lifeguard fanny pack and whistle with traces of blood. We don't need to
be reminded that the Mind Flayer always liked it cold. 

Nancy
returns to the Hawkins Post with news of the 'rat story' but - as usual
- she is simply mocked and laughed at by the men who run the newspaper.
Robin has the makings of a better detective and cracks the Russian code
after receiving a delivery by a man from 'Lynx'. "The week is long. The
silver cat feeds when blue meets yellow in the west. A trip to China
sounds nice if you tread lightly." With the code cracked, the trio
sneak up onto the mall roof at 9-45 pm and spy on armed men
suspiciously moving some boxes into a doorway. 

Will has
prepared a 'no girls' day and a special D&D campaign to play with
Mike and Lucas. However, Mike and Lucas seem disinterested in the game
and can barely conceal their boredom. They have seemingly outgrown
these marathon Dungeons & Dragons sessions and are more interested
to know what Max and Eleven are doing. Will is upset and decides to
leave but not before Mike tells him - "It's not my fault you don't like
girls." Will travels to Castle Byers but becomes sad and emotional when
he looks at a photograph of the boys in their Ghostbusters costumes. He
takes a baseball bat to his clubhouse but stops when he senses the
presence of the Mind Flayer again. 

Hopper and Joyce use bolt
cutters to enter the old Hawkins Laboratory and wander around the empty
building. Hopper assures Joyce that it is derelict. He tells her that
he saw them fill the rooms in with concrete. He tells Joyce that he
wants her to feel safe. The obvious subtext is that he doesn't want her
to leave Hawkins. It turns out that Hopper and Joyce are not alone in
the lab. There's an intruder who turns out to be a mysterious Russian
heavy. He overpowers Hopper and knocks him out but Joyce manages to
catch a glimpse of the Russian escaping on a motorbike. 

Jonathan
and Nancy return to Mrs Driscoll's house but find that she's been
'changed' somehow. Meanwhile, Eleven and Max cycle to the house of the
lifeguard Heather to see if she is ok. It turns out that Billy is there
having dinner. Heather's father seems to be Tom - Nancy's boss at the
newspaper. Heather appears and seems to be fine but she's acting
strangely - more like a Stepford wife than a teenager. Billy and
Heather overpower Heather's parents once the coast is clear and they
are added to the possessed brood under the control of the Mind Flayer.
The Flayer recognises Eleven from the time she closed the Gate to the
Upside Down. 

The Case Of The Missing Lifeguard is so much fun
it literally races past. The various threads engaging the characters at
this point are all interesting and entertaining in their own right so
the cross-cutting between them never threatens to dissipate the pacing
or our enjoyment. The scenes with Max and Eleven in this episode are
atmospheric and beautifully designed and shot - especially when Eleven
enters her telekinetic mindscape.


CASPER DAVID FRIEDRICH

Vecna's
lair (which is officially known as his Mindscape) and Henry Creel's
first wander through the terrifying (not that Henry finds it terrifying
- he seems to love the place) Upside Down was partly inspired by some
of the bleaker work of the German painter Caspar David Friedrich.
Friedrich, who died in 1840, was known for depicting solitary figures
in lonely landscapes. 


THE CATCHER IN THE RYE

There
seem to be some Catcher in the Rye references in Stranger Things. The
Catcher in the Rye is a famous 1951 novel by J. D Salinger. The first
reference comes during the memorial to Will Byers in the school in
season one when Mike calls some of the people who have (despite hardly
knowing Will) turned up 'phonies' - a term that Holden Caulfield uses
frequently in The Catcher in the Rye. In season two there seems to be
another Catcher reference when Eleven is a fugitive in the woods and
sports a hunting hat she took from a hunter. Holden wears a red hunting
hat in the book, which he turns backwards. 


CEREAL

You
can see breakfast cereals for Ghostbusters, Pac-Man, Donkey Kong, and
Mr T in Stranger Things 3. These were all real cereals in 1985. There
is a slight goof in The Mall Rats when we see Hopper eating Honey
Smacks breakfast cereal. They were called Sugar Smacks in 1985 and did
not become Honey Smacks until 1986.


THE CHANGLING

The
nightmare imagery Victor is subjected to in the episode Dear Billy
somewhat evokes the 1980 horror film The Changeling - which is an
interesting haunted house chiller if rather too long (though you do get
the always watchable George C. Scott as the lead). 


CHARLIE HEATON

British
actor who plays Jonathan Byers. Heaton was a musician before turning
his hand to acting. He was the drummer in a group called Comanechi. His
television credits before Stranger Things mostly consist of British
shows like DCI Banks and Casualty. Charlie Heaton said he had
completely forgotten about his Stranger Things audition by the time the
Duffers called him and said he had the part of Jonathan Byers. Heaton
had a brooding and introspective sort of quality that made him feel
right for Jonathan Byers. His film roles in conjunction with Stranger
Things include Shut In, Marrowbone, and The New Mutants. It would
probably be fair to say that Charlie's character Jonathan seems to get
slightly short shrift in seasons three and four. Charlie is given less
to do in these seasons than he did in season one. 


CHASE STOKES

Chase
Stokes, star of the Netflix show Outer Banks, said he auditioned to
play Steve Harrington in Stranger Things but messed up his audition by
forgetting most of his lines. Banks did still appear in the show though
- if only briefly. He played a student named Reed in the season one
episode The Monster. 


CHEERS

We see Eleven channel
flipping through the television channels in Hopper's cabin in Stranger
Things 2 and get a brief snippet of Ted Danson and Shelley Long as Sam
and Diane in Cheers. Joyce and Bob are fans of this show. Cheers was a
sitcom set in a Boston bar. It was still a relatively new show in 1984
but ran until 1993 and is regarded to be one of the greatest comedy
shows ever made.


CHELSEA TALMADGE

Chelsea Talmadge is
the actress who plays Carol in season one. Carol is the girlfriend of
Steve's friend Tommy. Prior to Stranger Things, Talmadge had appeared
in Halt and Catch Fire and Still the King. In 2019 she had a part in
the Stephen King horror sequel Doctor Sleep. 


CHESTER

The
Byers' family dog Chester was absent from Stranger Things 2 onwards.
The dog that played Chester was apparently quite disobedient during
production of season one so they obviously decided life would be
simpler without a dog on the set. 


CHESTER RUSHING

The
actor who plays Steve's odious friend Tommy in season one. Tommy is in
some of season two but the character is estranged from Steve by this
point. Rushing was born in 1991. Prior to Stranger Things, Rushing had
appeared in NCIS: New Orleans and a number of TV shows. In 2017 he had
a prominent role in the horror sequel Jeepers Creepers 3. He then
became a regular in the TV show All Night. Rushing said there was a
palpable electricity amongst the Stranger Things cast from the first
reading and that being on the set was like going back in time to the
1980s. He enjoyed the chance to play a pure baddie too (unlike Steve
Harrington, there are few redeeming qualities about Tommy whatsoever).
In real life, Rushing is (happily) nothing like his Stranger Things
character and has taken part in anti-bullying campaigns.


CHiPS

Jonathan
calls the two protection officers guarding them at the Byers house in
season four 'Ponch and John'. This is a reference to the two main
characters in the police show CHiPs - which ran from 1977 to 1983. The
show was about two motorcycle officers of the California Highway Patrol
(CHP). Erik Estrada and Larry Wilcox were the leads. Trivia - a
supporting cast member was Michael Dorn (later to find fame as Worf in
Star Trek: The Next Generation). Bruce Jenner also appeared in the show
as a replacement when Erik Estrada had a contract dispute. Bruce Jenner
is now Caitlin Jenner. Jenner was a former track and field star who had
begun an acting career.


CHOCOLATE PUDDING

In the last
episode of season one, Dustin manages to infiltrate his own version of
Fort Knox. The school supply of chocolate pudding! The puddings he
finds are Hunt's Snack Pack chocolate puddings. They are in the old
aluminium/metal can. In 1984 they were changed to plastic cups and then
later clear plastic cups. Dustin seemed to activate a real life craving
for chocolate pudding with some even demanding the return of the old
style metal tin. 


CHRISSY CUNNINGHAM

The troubled
cheerleader who meets a grisly demise at the hands of Vecna in the
first episode of Stranger Things 4. Chrissy was the girlfriend of the
high school basketball captain Jason Carver. The Duffer Brothers
expressed some regret at killing off Grace Van Dien's cheerleader
character Chrissy in the first episode of Stranger Things 4. They think
that they maybe should have kept her around - especially as she had
great chemistry with Joseph Quinn as Eddie. Chrissy is basically used
as a device to active the Vecna plot in season four. Chrissy's death
introduces us to Vecna and shows us how deadly he is. Chrissy
Cunningham's surname feels like a Happy Days reference - though Arnie
Cunningham in Christine could make it a double Easter egg.  


CHRISTINE

Christine
is a 1983 film directed by John Carpenter and adapted from the novel by
Stephen King. This is one of the less obvious King themed inspirations
for Stranger Things. Wimpy, put upon teenage nerd Arnie Cunningham
(Keith Gordon) purchases an old red-and-white 1958 Plymouth Fury car
nicknamed "Christine" and lovingly begins to restore it. But ownership
of the car seems to distort Arnie's personality over time. He becomes
aloof and arrogant, the opposite of his former self. When a group of
school bullies attempt to wreck Christine, the car seems to repair
itself in ghostly fashion and - with Arnie behind the wheel - is soon
out for revenge. 
What are the parallels between Christine and
Stranger Things and why are they important? It's not so much the
premise but more the whole look and atmosphere of Christine that seems
to anticipate Stranger Things. Although set in the late seventies,
Christine was released in 1983, the same year that Stranger Things is
set (the first season at least). The costumes, film grain, props,
school corridors, and teenagers in Stranger Things all seem as if
they've been partly patterned on Christine. They have a very similar
look and aura. 

One could say too that Barb is rather like
Arnie - at least the Arnie at the start of the story. Socially shy and
reliant on her friendship with Nancy for any social status she might
have. In the same way that Arnie is reliant on Dennis. When he is in
his car at the Starcourt Mall near the end of Stranger Things 3, Billy
evokes the possessed Keith Gordon in John Carpenter's Christine. Billy
Hargrove has a Camaro in Stranger Things. This is the car the baddie
Buddy Repperton drives in Christine. 


CHRIS SULLIVAN

The
actor who plays Benny Hammond in the first episode. Sullivan was born
in Los Angeles in 1980. He has appeared in many TV shows - including
This Is Us, The Knick, and Curb Your Enthusiasm. He played Taserface in
Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2. 


CHRISTINA GRAF

Special
effects supervisor on Stranger Things. Graf played an important role in
the Christmas lights scenes in season one and the conception of the
huge Flayer cloud monster in season two. 


CHRIS TRUJILLO

Production
designer on the show. Trujillo's finest hour came when he miraculously
transformed the largely defunct Gwinnett Place Mall into the neon
spangled period accurate Starcourt Mall. Trujillo said that, when
designing the look of Stranger Things in season one, they were careful
not to make it too kitsch. 


THE CLASH

Celebrated
British punk rock band led by the late singer Joe Strummer. Their song
Should I Stay or Should I Go is very prominent in the first season of
Stranger Things. 


CLOAK & DAGGER

Mike Wheeler
has a strong resemblance in season one of Stranger Things to Henry
Thomas in the 1984 kids spy film Cloak & Dagger. Mike Wheeler and
Davey Osborne (the character played by Henry Thomas in Cloak &
Dagger) have the same hairstyle, brandish a walkie-talkie, and wear
similar clothes. 


CLAUDIA HENDERSON 

Claudia
Henderson is the mother of Dustin. She is a single parent who dotes on
her son. We briefly saw Mrs Henderson in season one at the 'funeral' of
Will. She was played by Tabitha Kilgore and was with Mr Henderson. In
season two there is no sign of Mr Henderson anymore and Catherine
Curtin now plays Mrs Henderson. Mrs Henderson loves cats and is a
Democrat. She has a placard supporting Walter Mondale in the 1984
American election in Stranger Things 2. 


CLIVE BARKER

The
British horror author Clive Barker has been cited by the Duffer
Brothers as an important influence on Stranger Things. "They’re (the
kids in the show) theorizing based on their knowledge from fantasy
gaming and their science teacher, Mr. Clarke," said Matt Duffer.
"That’s as much as we get to understand it. I think part of it is us
thinking in terms of horror, it’s scarier when you don’t fully
understand what’s happening. If you were to encounter something from
another world or dimension, it would be beyond comprehension. We talked
a lot about Clive Barker and his stories. They’re very weird, and the
weirder it is, the more inexplicable it is, the scarier it is." 


CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE THIRD KIND

Will's
terrifying season two encounters with the Mind Flayer - especially the
scene where he wanders to the door of his house - is a very obvious
homage to Spielberg's Close Encounters of the Third Kind. Joyce Byers
going crazy through her insistence that Will is alive in season one was
also inspired by Richard Dreyfuss in Close Encounters (the Dreyfuss
character becomes increasingly eccentric after he witnesses a UFO). 


COCOON

Cocoon
is one of the films playing at the Starcourt Mall in Stranger Things 3.
Cocoon is a 1985 science-fiction fantasy film directed by Ron Howard
about a group of elderly people rejuvenated by aliens. 


CODE RED

This is the term Dustin and his friends use on the radio to signify they have an emergency situation. 


COLD WAR

An
obvious concern for the government authorities in Indiana was making
sure that foreign rivals did not learn about the existence of the
Upside Down. There was a fear that rival nations (chiefly the Soviet
Union) might seek to somehow exploit the Nether and try to use it as a
biological weapon because this could be profoundly dangerous. These
fears were later proven to perfectly valid because the Soviet Union
learned of the existence of the Nether and attempted to make contact
with the parallel world. The Soviets were hamstrung though by their
lack of knowledge concerning the mirror dimension. Their attempts to
access the dimension usually met with deadly failure and loss of life. 

Stranger
Things 3 is a homage to the way Hollywood used the Cold War for popcorn
escapism and loves a Russian baddie. There is nothing very plausible
about the Soviets in Stranger Things 3. Their depiction is in the
tradition of 1960s James Bond films, Red Dawn, Rambo III, Air Force
One, Rocky IV, Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull, and
Invasion USA. The Cold War was actually on its last legs in 1985 when
Stranger Things 3 takes place. The Soviet Union would only last until
1990. 


CONAN THE BARBARIAN

The sword that Hopper
uses in the season four finale to kill the Demogorgon was the same prop
sword used by Arnold Schwarzenegger in the film Conan the Barbarian.
David Harbour said the sword was very heavy to pick up and wield. Look
fast and you'll see that Mike Wheeler has a Conan the Barbarian poster
in season four. 


CONNIE FRAZIER

Played by Catherine
Dyer, Frazier works for Brenner and is the agent who murders Benny. She
is killed by Eleven in the finale of season one.


THE CONVERSATION

Hopper
searching through his trailer for a listening device in season one is a
nod to The Conversation. The Conversation is a 1974 American neo-noir
mystery thriller film directed by Francis Ford Coppola. The film stars
Gene Hackman as Harry Caul, a surveillance expert who becomes
increasingly paranoid as he uncovers a potentially dangerous
conversation he has recorded.


THE CRAFT

The Craft was
mentioned by the writers as one of the influences on Stranger Things 4.
This is a 1996 film about four teenage outcast girls who dabble in
witchcraft to make themselves more popular and get what they want but,
as ever in the horror genre, you should be careful what you wish for.
The Craft's central character Sarah Bailey moves to California at the
start of the film and finds it difficult to fit in with the cliques and
popularity contests of school and girls of her own age. This theme was
an influence on Eleven in California in Stranger Things 4.


CRAIG HENIGHAN

Craig
Henighan is the sound designer on Stranger Things. The sound design of
the Demogorgon took its inspiration from the sound effects that marked
the arrival of the Predator in the classic 1987 film. Human and animal
noises were distorted and the audio of water dripping was laced in to
the give the Demogorgon an icky organic aura. Henighan actually voiced
Dustin's Upside Down 'pet' Dart in season two. 


CREEL HOUSE

The
Creel House in Stranger Things 4 is really the Claremont House in Rome,
Georgia. This seven bedroom house was built in 1882. Late in 2022, it
was reported that the house was up for sale at an asking price of $1.5
million. So, if you had $1.5 million burning a hole in your pocket then
a slice of Stranger Things history could be yours. The Claremont House
appealed to the Duffers because it rather evoked The Well House, also
known as the Haunted House, in Stephen King's IT.


CRYING

Eleven
has spent more time crying than any other character in Stranger Things.
There are over twenty episodes where Eleven cries. Luckily for Millie
Bobby Brown she's a dab hand at pretending to cry and finds it easy to
do. Millie said that she had to cry during one of her auditions and
thinks her ability to turn on the pretend watwerworks might actually
have bagged her the part of Eleven. 


CUJO

The Ford
Pinto driven by Joyce Byers in Stranger Things is the same car used by
the besieged family in the film adaptation of Stephen King's Cujo - a
horror film about a rabid dog. After he enters the morgue to
investigate Will's 'body', Chief Hopper also bumps into a state trooper
reading a copy of Cujo.


CURTIS GWINN

Staff writer on the show. Gwinn wrote The Dive and E Pluribus Unum. 


D


DACRE MONTGOMERY

Australian
actor who played Billy Hargrove in Stranger Things 2 and Stranger
Things 3. He also had a cameo as Billy in Stranger Things 4. Due to
Covid restrictions - and doubtless time and expense - Dacre Montgomery
shot his nightmare flashback cameo as Billy Hargrove in Stranger Things
4 in Australia and then it was spliced in with the episode Dear Billy.
Despite his lack of interaction with the cast, Montgomery's usual
intensity is plain to see and he more than makes the most of his chance
to play Billy again.  

Montgomery's biggest role before
Stranger Things was as Jason Scott/Red Ranger in the 2017 Power Rangers
movie. Montgomery caught the eye in his Stranger Things audition tape
by dancing to Duran Duran's Hungry Like the Wolf. Dacre Montgomery had
to have 33 prosthetic wounds applied to him as Billy Hargrove in
Stranger Things 3. Dacre said he watched some early Mel Gibson films to
get inspiration for the scenes where Billy is flirting with Karen
Wheeler. He said that Gibson had a 'cheeky' aspect to his younger
characters that he wanted to tap into when playing Billy. Dacre said he
based the character of Billy Hargrove on real life bullies he had known
growing up in Australia.


DARK

It seems as if, for whatever
reason, the media are always looking to anoint a 'Stranger Things
Killer' - that is to say a show that is sort of like Stranger Things
but better. Why they should seek to do this is not readily obvious. Why
do shows have to be compared? Can't we just enjoy them all on their own
terms? A show that was often mentioned in connection to Stranger Things
in this regard was the moody and interesting German series Dark - which
had some vague similarities (teenagers in the woods, bikes, the 1980s)
to Stranger Things but was ultimately a very different beast. Dark is
about time travel, fate, and family secrets. It's a good show but it
isn't like Stranger Things at all. 


THE DARK CRYSTAL

The
music that Will Byers plays when he dresses up as a wizard and prepares
a Dungeons & Dragons game in The Case of the Missing Lifeguard is
taken from the soundtrack of Jim Henson's 1982 fantasy film The Dark
Crystal.


DARK PHOENIX

In Stranger Things season one,
Will makes a pointed reference to X-Men #134 when Dustin suggests a
race home with the winner to get a comic. "Any comic?" Will says,
before taking off into the darkness. "I’ll take your X-Men 134!" In
another scene, Eleven is entranced by a trophy of Mike's that features
a winged woman. This is all a reference to the telekinetic Jean Grey
and her transformation into the powerful Dark Phoenix. The connection
between Jean Grey and Eleven is clear. Dr Brenner is trying to create
his own Dark Phoenix. 

In season four of Stranger Things, the
Hellfire Club refers to a club in Hawkins that plays Dungeons &
Dragons. The Hellfire Club is also the name of a secret society in the
X-Men comics. It plays a key role in the Dark Phoenix storyline - which
was one of but many inspirations for Eleven. The Dark Phoenix Saga is a
comic by Chris Claremont and John Byrne that collects together X-Men
#129-137. It is referenced in Stranger Things season one. The story
concerns the mutant superhero team facing a great crisis when the
telekinetic Jean Grey is transformed into the all powerful Dark
Phoenix. 

The art in Dark Phoenix Saga is fantastic (very retro
Flash Gordon) in the comic and the story is an unusually strong and
thoughtful one for a Marvel weekly. Jean Grey has lost control and
become Phoenix but is Phoenix also Jean Grey? Can Jean Grey be held
responsible for the actions of Phoenix? That is ultimately the big
question here. The story is set in motion by the illusionist Mastermind
who seeks to use Jean Grey to enhance his standing at the mysterious
Hellfire Club (this is a shadowy supervillain establishment and was
inspired by a 1960s episode of the iconic television show The
Avengers). 

Mastermind is drawn to look like Jason King with an
urbane manner, mustache and comedy seventies clothes and the name of
his alter ego - Jason Wyngarde - is a direct doff of the cap to the
lead actor and character of that cult campy classic tv show Jason King.
Mastermind directs his illusions into Jean Grey's mind and makes her
relive the memories of her ancestor Lady Grey. Phoenix becomes
subverted into joining the Hellfire Club as their Black Queen and the
stage is set for conflict between the club and the X-Men. There is a
lot of mystical mumbo jumbo in the Hellfire Club scenes but they are
great fun and serve to trigger the birth of Dark Phoenix. There are
some great characters in the club and it's fun to see them interacting
with the X-Men as the two groups finally have to cross swords. 

If
you just picked up a random X-Men comic and started reading you
probably wouldn't have the faintest idea what was going on or who half
the characters were but this is the original classic X-Men team and we
get a real sense here of what they mean to each other and the different
relationships between them. Scott Summers aka Cyclops (more or less the
leader of the team, fires optic blasts from his eye visor, etc) is the
lover of Jean Grey so feels the Phoenix saga even more emotionally than
the others. There is also a romantic attraction between Wolverine and
Jean Grey so he is equally determined to rescue her. 

Although
this is a very ambitious story arc with major ramifications it never
feels too pretentious and is an action packed breezy read with
colourful art and plenty of good character moments for the individual
X-Men. There are terrific panels where Phoenix destroys the jet they
are in and the X-Men are all suddenly in free fall as she seeks to
eliminate them. "She strikes like the angel of death. Terrible in her
unhuman beauty. As elemental, as majestic, as the stars in the
heavens..." 

This takes place during a rain lashed night and
the art is really good with excellent detail of the park below. Storm
must rescue the non flying members of the team although Nightcrawler
has to teleport himself to the ground in bumpy fashion. The X-Men are
no match for Dark Phoenix though and their futile struggles against her
make for some great sequences. They are confused too because this is
their friend Jean Grey and they don't understand what has happened to
her. The panels where Phoenix takes to the far reaches of space and
consumes a star are fantastically done by John Byrne. 

There is
a great scene too where Phoenix goes home to see her parents and
becomes Jean Grey again just for the briefest time despite the fact
that she has just killed millions of innocents on a planet by consuming
the star that gave them life. This contrast highlights the fact that
this is ultimately a very human story. The original ending of The Dark
Phoenix saga was changed after a moral intervention by the head of
Marvel and I think he made the right choice. They did though tend to
undo some of the effect of this arc years later with a Patrick Duffy
stepping out the shower type device that was rather misjudged. I
suppose in the world of comics anything can be undone or changed. 

The
story gets even better when the X-Men are teleported onto a Shi'Ar
battleship where Jean Grey is to be held accountable for her crimes as
Dark Phoenix. Xavier proposes a physic duel to save her life and the
X-Men are transported to the "Blue Area" of the Moon to make their last
stand where they remember the good old days. "They were young. They
were in love. They were heroes." There are some fantastic panels on the
Shi'Ar battleship where each of the X-Men are alone in their quarters
and reflect on their relationship with Jean Grey and how culpable she
is for the crimes of Dark Phoenix. Would they have been the same in
that situation? The Dark Phoenix Saga is a great X-Men story and not
only poignant but intelligent and always entertaining with wonderful
art.


DARK SOULS

A video game that was a big influence
on Stranger Things. Dark Souls is a game where where players take the
role of a cursed undead character who begins a quest to discover the
fate of their kind. "We're huge, huge fans of the Dark Souls games,"
said Matt Duffer, "and there's something about when you're playing Dark
Souls. Immediately when you're in that world, it was to do with the
imagery, it has to do with the sound design, and you're just
immediately very uncomfortable and on edge. We wanted you to feel that
way when you're in the Upside Down."


DART

A slug type
creature that Dustin finds in his trash can in season two and
(unwisely) decides to adopt. Dart turns out to be a baby Demogorgon (or
DemoDog as Dustin would have it) who causes no end of trouble. Dustin
gives the creature the name D'Artagnan after feeding it 3 Musketeers
candy. Dustin Henderson adopting or encountering some sort of strange
creature from the Upside Down and discovering (like Zach Galligan in
Gremlins or the crew of the Nostromo) that this creature is far more
trouble and much more dangerous then he ever expected was one of the
first ideas the Duffers had for season two.


D.A.R.Y.L.

D.A.R.Y.L.
is a film playing at the Starcourt Mall in Stranger Things 3. This is a
1985 sci-fi fantasy film for children about a family who adopt a little
boy but discover he's a sophisticated experiment in artificial
intelligence. The government are after him and want to return him to a
military facility (where his powers will be of use for espionage and
computer hacking). The plot of D.A.R.Y.L. is quite similar to Eleven's
arc in season one of Stranger Things. When asked about D.A.R.Y.L. at
the time of season one, the Duffers said they had never heard of it.
Perhaps this reference in Stranger Things 3 was their way of telling us
they know about the film now? The little boy in D.A.R.Y.L. is played by
Barret Oliver. Oliver also played Bastian Balthazar Bux in The
NeverEnding Story. If you were casting Stranger Things in the 1980s
then Barret Oliver would have made a good Will Byers or Mike Wheeler.
Oliver stopped acting in 1989 and later became an artist and printer.


DAVID HARBOUR

Actor
who plays Jim Hopper. David Harbour was born in New York City and went
to Byram Hills High School in Armonk, New York. He graduated from
Dartmouth College in Hanover, New Hampshire in 1997. Harbour got his
professional start on Broadway in 1999 in the revival of The Rainmaker
and made his television debut in 1999 in an episode of Law & Order.
The burly Harbour was a perennial background player before Stranger
Things made him famous. He was in his forties but had never been a
leading man in anything. Harbour was a supporting actor seemingly
destined to forever play second fiddle in any number of TV shows and
movies. The Duffers watched Harbour in the historical 2014 TV show
Manhattan and decided he was perfect to portray the flawed but heroic
Jim Hopper. 

Harbour was both surprised and thrilled to get the
part. He thought Netflix would insist on a bigger name to play Hopper
and somehow veto his casting. Even the pitch document for Montauk had
suggested the names Sam Rockwell or Ewan McGregor (two actors who had
enjoyed their fair share of leading man roles) for the part of Hopper.
David Harbour partly based Hopper on Nick Nolte and Roy Scheider.
Hopper is not a rippled buff action hero who can karate chop his way
out of any situation. He is a plausible and flawed hero who just
happens to be very brave and determined. 

One of the reasons
why the Duffers cast Harbour as Chief Hopper is that they thought it
would be interesting to have the hero played by a man who looked like
he could just as easily be the villain. It was Harbour who had the idea
of giving Hopper a hat. Indiana Jones was obviously a big inspiration
on both the hat and the character of Hopper. Harrison Ford as Indy was
a crabby and irritable sort of hero who always took a generous portion
of punishment and David Harbour wanted Hopper to be in that vein.
Harbour had Orlando Palacios at Worth & Worth design a hat based on
one that President Eisenhower used to wear. He liked the idea of a hat
because he felt that Hopper was the sort of man who kept his emotions
close to his chest and therefore it would make sense for him to feel
the need to hide behind a hat. David Harbour has been in several movies
since Stranger Things launched - his career getting a big boost from
the show. 


DAWN OF THE DEAD

1978 film by George
Romero and the second in his classic zombie trilogy. Dawn of the Dead
is the greatest mall film ever made and an influence on season three.
Dawn of the Dead is a post-apocalyptic satiric horror masterpiece. The
black and white verite of Night of the Living Dead is replaced by block
primary colours, action and Grand Guignol. Dawn is more comic book and
tongue in cheek and deliriously enjoyable at its blood splattered best.
Robin sliding down the mall escalator in Stranger Things 3 is a tribute
to Scott Reiniger as Roger doing the same thing in Dawn of the Dead. 


DAY OF THE DEAD

The
film that is interrupted by the power cut in the Starcourt Mall in
Suzie, Do You Copy? is George Romero's Day of the Dead. Day of the Dead
was the third film in Romero's classic (original) zombie trilogy,
following on from Night of the Living Dead and Dawn of the Dead (which,
like much of Stranger Things 3, takes place in a huge shopping mall).
Day of the Dead only got a wide release on July 19, 1985, so the
Stranger Things kids must be attending a special preview. It's little
wonder that Steve had to smuggle the kids in as Day of the Dead (which
was unrated in the United States) is a famously gory film thanks to Tom
Savini's wonderfully gruesome special effects. 

Day of the Dead
was not well received at the time but is now a cult film. Romero said
he liked it best out of his zombie films. The scene playing in Stranger
Things 3 during the power cut is the start of the film where Sarah
(Lori Cardelle), a scientist living in an underground military bunker,
has a nightmare that culminates with dozens of zombie hands bursting
through a wall and reaching out for her. The scene in Stranger Things 3
where the area around Joyce's store seems deserted and abandoned is a
clever reference to the start of George Romero's Day of the Dead -
where we see a deserted Florida town with empty shops. 

Some of
John Harrison's amazing score for George Romero's Day of the Dead can
be heard in Stranger Things 3 when Steve and Robin are captive in the
underground base. The 'Flayed' characters in Stranger Things 3 eating
fertilizer could be a reference to George Romero's Day of the Dead -
where we see zombies eating human flesh in similar fashion. The start
of Stranger Things 3, where we see the Soviet scientists under severe
pressure from Grigori could be a meta reference to George Romero's Day
of the Dead - where the small group of scientists in the military
bunker suffer constant abuse and pressure from Joe Pilato's bad
tempered military man Captain Rhodes.


THE DEAD ZONE

Eleven
and Max finding Billy’s blood flecked bathroom in Stranger Things 3 is
reminiscent of a scene in the 1983 adaptation of Stephen King's The
Dead Zone in which Christopher Walken and Tom Skerritt find a bloodied
body in a bathtub.


DEAN ZIMMERMAN

Editor on
Stranger Things. Trivia - Dean Zimmerman said he loves watching
Stranger Things episode reaction videos on YouTube. Zimmerman said that
he finds it emotional to see how much people love the show. 


DEATH RACE 2000

When
Billy is in his car and threatens to run the boys over in Stranger
Things 2 he asks Max if he'll get earn 'points' for hitting them all at
once. This is a reference to the 1975 movie Death Race 2000. In that
film a dystopian future society has a violent car race where you get
points for running over pedestrians. 


DEAR BILLY

The
fourth episode of season four. Directed by Shawn Levy and written by
Paul Dichter. Government agents arrive at the Byers house and tell
Jonathan, Will, and Mike that Eleven has been taken away to a safe
location to undergo training in order to combat a new threat that has
emerged in Hawkins. The trio are not terribly happy about this but
somewhat mollified by learning that these agents are friends of Dr Sam
Owens. Jonathan, Will, and Mike are assigned two agents to protect them
and effectively placed under house arrest. Their knowledge of Eleven
makes them a potential target so they must be protected. 

Mike
is given a letter from Eleven in which she says she has gone to become
a superhero again. Eleven pointedly signs the letter 'from' rather than
'love'. Nancy and Robin pose as psychology students from Notre Dame in
order to try and get a meeting with the incarcerated killer Victor
Creel at Pennhurst Asylum. Victor Creel is just about the only lead
they have so far in investigating Vecna so they believe it might be
worth talking to him - if the director of the institution can be
persuaded to let them. 

Meanwhile, Dustin is confused by the
fact that Vecna's murders may predate Eleven opening the dimensional
gate at the Hawkins Laboratory. Was there another gate before 1983?
Joyce and Murray travel to Alaska to meet their contact - the pilot
Yuri Ismaylov. They hand over the agreed money for Hopper's release but
Yuri turns out to be less than trustworthy. Meanwhile, in Kamchatka,
with the help of the prison guard Dmitri, Hopper manages to escape from
the chain gang on the railway line. His escape doesn't quite go
according to plan though. This will have serious consequences for
Dmitri - who has, like Joyce and Murray, been betrayed by Yuri. 

Back
in Lenora, the Byers house comes under attack from the military.
Jonathan, Mike, and Will manage to survive and escape thanks to the
bravery of one of the agents protecting them and the timely arrival of
Argyle's pizza van. Meanwhile, in Hawkins, Max believes she doesn't
have long to live and begins putting her affairs in order. She gives
each of her friends a letter to be opened after her death. Though her
friends insist all is not lost, Max is convinced that time is nearly up
and that Vecna will soon be coming for her. 

If one were to
compile a top table of the greatest ever Stranger Things episodes then
Dear Billy would have a strong case for inclusion. This is the episode
where Stranger Things 4 accelerates into top gear - culminating in a
truly amazing third act. Dear Billy is surely Sadie Sink's finest hour
in the show and season four in general makes excellent use of Max
Mayfield as a character. Her desperate escape from Vecna's nightmarish
rubble raining Mindscape to the strains of Kate Bush is arguably the
most memorable sequence in the history of the show.


DEMODOGS

What Dustin calls Dart and the dog-like junior Demogorgons in Stranger Things 2.


DEMOGORGON

The
name of this Upside Down creature was coined by Mike and his friends.
They enjoyed Dungeons & Dragons and so used the name of a monster
in the game to describe the dimensional creature which plagued their
town in 1983. The term "Demogorgon" first appeared in the 4th Century
Latin poem Thebaid by Placidus. The poem described a demon who must not
be named. The term Demogorgon is believed to derive from a
mistranslation of an old Greek manuscript. The Demogorgon in Dungeons
& Dragons has two heads (something which the Stranger Things
version of this creature patently does not share). The heads are named
Aemeul and Hethradiah. 

The Demogorgon made its first Dungeons
& Dragons appearance in the 1976 game Eldritch Wizardry.
Demogorgons are the most common creatures of the Upside Down. You might
say they are the foot soldiers. Demogorgons do not appear to have eyes
but they do have heightened senses and are natural hunters. We simply
don't know what sort of vision Demogorgons may or may not have but
those who have survived an encounter with the creature all testify that
it has no discernible facial features. The blank featureless head of
the creature adds to the foreboding and indifferent aura of doom it
radiates. The mouth and the head of the Demogorgon somewhat resembles a
Rafflesia arnoldi. Rafflesia arnoldii, the corpse flower or giant
padma, is a species of flowering plant in the parasitic genus
Rafflesia. The head of the Demogorgon opens up to resemble a
starfish.  

Demogorgons can absorb tremendous amounts of
damage and yet still function. They are incredibly durable and
resilient. This is arguably their most formidable asset and the thing
that, more than anything, makes them such difficult opponents. To put
it mildly, Demogorgons are very, very tough. The biology of the Upside
Down (and this obviously includes the creatures who reside there) likes
it cold, murky, and damp. Fire is therefore an effective weapon to use
against them. Fire is unlikely to kill a Demogorgon but it will
potentially make the creature stop or even retreat. 

The five
stages of Demogorgon development are Pollywog, Frogogorgon, Catogorgon,
DemoDog, and Demogorgon. A pollywog is a name for a tadpole and refers
to the larval stage of both frogs and toads. The creature, at its
earliest stage, will rater resemble a large slug and then then vaguely
frog-like. The Demogorgon in season one is played by Mark Steger in a
monster suit although there was also CGI used at times to depict the
creature. The Duffers wanted the monster to seem like a real life
practical beast rather than a special effect. It was inspired by Bolaji
Badejo wearing the alien suit to play the monster in Ridley Scott's
1979 classic Alien. The petal 'fangs' on the Demogorgon's face were
designed so that they moved in a different way on each take. 


DEMONS

The
Flayed characters in Stranger Things 3 slightly evoke the possessed
characters in the Lamberto Bava Italian horror film Demons. It feels
like a slightly obscure sort of reference but Demons did come out in
1985 so you never know.


DEPUTY PHIL CALLAHAN 

Callahan
is one of Hopper's deputies. He is rather gullible and not always very
tactful. Callahan is a probable reference to Father Callahan from
Stephen King's Salem's Lot.


DEPUTY CALVIN POWELL 

Calvin
Powell is one of Hopper's deputies. He has quite a dry-wit - especially
when on duty with the slightly bumbling Callahan. Powell is a famous
character in Die Hard. Powell becomes the new chief of the Hawkins
Police Department in season four when Hopper is presumed dead. 


DIE HARD

There
seem to be a lot of Die Hard references in Stranger Things 3. In the
episode The Flayed, Grigori says to Hopper - "You’re a policeman.
Policemen have rules." One of the terrorists in 1988's Die Hard says
this exact same line to John McClane. There is another Die Hard
reference when Murray ends up in a white vest - just like Bruce Willis
in Die Hard! One could add Erica crawling through the mall vents as yet
another possible Die Hard reference in Stranger Things 3. John McClane
did his fair share of vent crawling in the film. 

The elevator
that Steve's gang become trapped in when they investigate the
mysterious company in Stranger Things 3 is yet another element in
season three that seems to be a homage (of sorts) to Die Hard. Die Hard
took place in a skyscraper and so obviously featured elevators quite
frequently. Die Hard references also feature in Stranger Things 4.
There's an Easter egg at the start of Vecna's Curse when Mike's plane
lands. It mimics the orange skied shot of John McClane's plane landing
in California at the start of Die Hard. Note how, at the end of The
Dive, Steve Harrington, barefoot and wearing only brownish trousers, is
dressed exactly like John McClane in Die Hard. One of Hopper's police
deputies is also named Powell. Powell is a famous character in Die Hard.


DIFFERENT ROLES

Sean
Astin originally auditioned for the part of conspiracy investigator
Murray Bauman. Joe Keery auditioned to play Jonathan Byers. Noah
Schnapp and Gaten Matarazzo both auditioned to play Mike Wheeler.
Francesca Reale (who played the lifeguard Heather in season three)
auditioned to play Robin Buckley. Glennellen Anderson, who played the
character Nicole in three episodes of Stranger Things, auditioned to
play Barb Holland. 


DIG DUG 

Chapter five of season
two. Dig Dug was directed by Andrew Stanton and written by Jessie
Nickson-Lopez. It takes its title from one of the video games we see in
the Palace Arcade. The title of the game perfectly sums up the
situation Hopper now finds himself trapped in after the closing events
of the previous episode. Jonathan and Nancy continue their own subplot
in this episode and travel to the house of Murray Bauman to seek his
help. They all - thanks to Murray's vodka - come up with a plan that
involves watering down the real truth of Barb's demise so it will be
more palatable. In short, they need to make it more believable, even if
they have to twist the actual facts. They decide they will say that
Barb was killed by toxins created in the lab. An industrial accident. 

Will
senses that Hopper is in danger and so he is. Hopper is trapped in the
tunnels with organic looking roots and vines that spit poison and try
to grab him. It's hard to breathe down there and Hopper is in very big
trouble. These swirling tunnels are beautifully designed by the special
effects department and what makes these scenes especially effective is
that you feel a genuine sense of danger for Hopper. Dustin meanwhile,
has managed to trap Dart in the cellar and recruits a most unlikely
hero to aid him when Steve passes by. Steve still has his trusty
baseball bat from season one and teams up with Dustin. 
Lucas
decides to tell Max the truth about Hawkins in Dig Dug. He has a crush
on Max and the pair have become friends. He wants Max to trust them and
not feel as if she is being kept on the outside. However,
(unsurprisingly) Max does not believe his fanciful tales of monsters
and dimension rifts and says his yarn is a little on the far-fetched
side. She thinks it is a work of fan fiction that resides in the
imagination of Lucas.

Eleven hitchhikes a ride to go and see her
mother Terry Ives. She discovers that a room has been made up for her
as Terry always believed she was out there and would return home one
day. Eleven makes contact in the void with her mother and sees another
child in the lab with her. She has a sister - of sorts - out there
somewhere. Eleven also sees evidence that her mother was given electric
shock treatment to silence her. Back in the present day, Owens and his
scientists deduce that the Upside Down specimens they have operate as
part of a hive mind. This could obviously have profound consequences
for Will if he is infected or connected with the Upside Down. 

The
scientists have been burning the encroaching Upside Down vines around
the portal to keep it at bay. Joyce is visited by Bob at her house and
ushers him away as this is clearly not a great time. However, she
suddenly notices the puzzles Bob has brought for Will and calls him
back so that he can use his puzzling skills to decipher the map that
will drew with crayons. Bob works out where Hopper is and they rush to
help him, joined by scientists from the lab. However, when they burn
the vines to the entrance, Will starts shaking and screaming out in
pain. Dig Dug is a very entertaining episode with a great cliffhanger. 


DIG DUG (ARCADE GAME)

Dig
Dug is an arcade game developed and published by Namco in Japan in
1982, and later published outside Japan by Atari. The player controls
Taizo Hori (originally known as Dig Dug in the time the game was
released) to eliminate the underground-dwelling monsters Pooka and
Fygar by inflating them until they pop or by dropping rocks on them.
The style of this game was quite popular in the eighties. You might
have played a similar game called Boulder Dash. The Duffers were not
huge fans of Dig Dug but they couldn't resist using it as it
anticipates Hopper trapped in the tunnels and even supplies an episode
title in season two. 


DIMITRI ANTONOV 

A Russian
prison guard who hatches a scheme to help Hopper escape in season four.
Dmitri's motives are far from altruistic. He views an American prisoner
as a potentially valuable bargaining chip and simply wants to make
money. With the assistance of an untrustworthy smuggler named Yuri,
Dmitri arranges for Joyce Byers to be informed that Hopper is alive and
can be returned to America - but only for a price. Despite all that has
happened, in the end Hopper and Dimitri develop a bond in prison and
even begin to trust one another - something which becomes essential for
their survival when a Demogorgon is turned loose on them by the warden
as part of a lethal game prisoners must endure. Dimitri was original
going to be killed off but this was changed and he survived the season
in the end.


DINER

Near the end of Stranger Things 2,
Paul Reiser's Dr Owens meets Hopper in a diner and offers him half of
his sandwich because he can't eat all of it. This moment references the
cult 1982 Barry Levinson film Diner. In the film, Reiser played Modell,
one of a group of young friends who hang out in a diner at night. In
one scene, Modell keeps asking Steve Guttenberg's Eddie Simmons if he's
going to finish his roast beef sandwich and offers to eat it for him.
The Owens/Hopper scene is a joke reverse of Reiser's character in Diner.


DIORAMA

The
diorama of Hopper's cabin that Eleven takes to school at the start of
Stranger Things 4 is in a box for Reebok trainers/sneakers.


THE DIVE

Episode
six of season four. Directed by Nimród Antal and written by Curtis
Gwinn. Jason is questioned by Chief Powell after the death of Patrick
in the lake. Jason still insists that Eddie is the killer. Jason
believes that Eddie has become a vessel for Satan and now has dark
magic powers. To make matters worse, at a town hall meeting the police
have arranged to talk to the residents of Hawkins about Eddie Munson
being a person of interest, Jason (as he is prone to do) grabs the
microphone and ventures forth with his crazy theory about Eddie. The
gullible citizen of Hawkins fall under the spell of Jason's impassioned
oratory and are soon heading home to get their pitchforks. Needless to
say, Eddie is now in even bigger trouble. 

In Russia, Joyce and
Murray have managed to land the plane and restrain Yuri. They hatch a
plan. Murray - who can of course speak Russian - will pretend to be
Yuri and thus gain them access to the prison where Hopper is being
held. Time is running out for Hopper though. He is given a 'last meal'
with a group of other prisoners (including Dimitri) before they are due
to be fed to the Demogorgon. Jonathan, Mike, Will, and Argyle head to
Salt Lake City to see if Suzie can deduce the location of the computer
they heard on the telephone. This task, thanks to Suzie's obstreperous
and eccentric family, turns out to be a lot more difficult than they
expected. 

Meanwhile, it transpires that Lt. Colonel Sullivan
now has Agent Wallace in custody and is perfectly willing to torture
him if this is the only way to get information on Eleven's whereabouts.
Sullivan ludicrously seems to believe that Owens and the scientists
plan to turn Eleven over to the Soviet Union in return for money. At
the missile silo in the NINA tank, Eleven continues to dredge through
her memories in the hope of restoring her powers. She remembers being
bullied by the other super-powered children in the lab because they
were jealous of Brenner's fondness for her. 

The orderly
Ballard tells Eleven that 'Papa' doesn't always tell the truth. Ballard
suggests there was once a test subject 001 - despite the fact that
Brenner claims 001 never existed. Ballard tells the young Eleven that
Brenner also lied about her mother being dead. Eddie manages to make
contact with Dustin's gang and they arrange to meet him at Skull Rock
in the woods. On the way there, Dustin realises his compass is leading
them in the wrong direction so Steve (who claims he made Skull Rock a
famous 'make out' spot) guides them instead. 

Dustin speculates
that a powerful and mysterious magnetic force has made his compass go
haywire. What if it was a gate opened by Vecna? They decide to follow
the compass and test this theory. Karen Wheeler is worried about Nancy
and the kids so she asks the police to find outwhere they are and keep
an eye on them. It turns out the gang have gone to Lover's Lake - where
Steve dives in to look for evidence of an underwater dimensional
portal. His discovery though will place him in great danger. The Dive
is a terrifically watchable episode on the whole which rattles past in
hugely entertaining fashion.


DOOM

The Flayer
particles can bring monsters back to life in season four. This is like
the Arch-vile in the video game Doom. It could well be the case though
that the Duffers were inspired by the Night King in Game of Thrones -
who can do the same thing. The Demogorgon in Stranger Things looks
rather like the Imps in Doom. The film version of Doom was cited by the
writers as a film they discussed before Stranger Things 4. Doom is a
2005 science fiction action horror film directed by Andrzej Bartkowiak.
The game, as everyone will know, has you as a space marine fighting
your way through demonic monsters who seem to have been literally
raised from Hell. If you are a fan of Doom you'll struggle to see much
in the film that reminds you of the game - aside from a fun first
person perspective sequence. This film version of Doom is basically
someone riffing on James Cameron's Aliens yet again.


DORIS

A secretary of Hawkins Middle School. The character is played by Suzanne Jordan Roush.


DRACULA

When
Bob is dressed as Dracula on Halloween night this feels like a joke
reference to the fact that Winona Ryder was in Francis Ford Coppola's
Dracula movie.


DRAGON'S LAIR

Dragon's Lair plays a
big part in anticipating the story of Stranger Things 2. This is a
laserdisc video game published by Cinematronics in 1983. The game was
unique because it featured animation by ex-Disney animator Don Bluth.
It was a lavish and enticing looking game and had the player taking the
role of Dirk the Daring, a knight attempting to rescue Princess Daphne
from the evil dragon Singe. However, the game was not a game in the
sense that other arcade games were games. In Dragon's Lair you made a
series of choices and then watched what happened to Dirk next as a
consequence of your choice. It was sort of like a 'choose your fate'
adventure rather than the joystick waggling, button pressing action
romp gamers were used to playing. 

Because of this, Dragon's
Lair was - as Dustin is finding out - a frustrating, not to mention
expensive experience. You either got fed up watching Dirk die or
learned the pattern to beat the game. Either option cost you a lot of
money. The Duffers themselves said they didn't like Dragon's Lair much
but loved the fact that it forshadowed some of the dynamics of Stranger
Things 2. Dragon's Lair didn't have the long lasting appeal that Bluth
might have hoped (although it was ported to numerous home gaming
systems with varying degrees of success) and wasn't the industry game
changer it seemed to be at the time but - for a brief moment - Dragon's
Lair was all the rage and the main attraction of arcades in the early
eighties. 


DREW STRUZAN

Drew Struzan illustrated
classic poster art for Star Wars, Indiana Jones, and Back to the future
(amongst many others) and is a big influence on the Stranger Things
poster art.


DUCK HUNT

Erica seems very keen to get
her hands on a copy of Duck Hunt in Stranger Things 4. Duck Hunt is a
1984 light gun shooter video game developed and published by Nintendo
for the Nintendo Entertainment System (NES) video game console and the
Nintendo Vs. System arcade hardware. The game was released in 1984.


DUFFER BROTHERS

Matt
Duffer and Ross Duffer were born in Durham, North Carolina, in 1984.
They are twins and began making amateur films at school and later
studied at Chapman University's Dodge College of Film and Media Arts.
They had always wanted to be filmmakers and got their wish when they
wrote and directed a horror film called Hidden in 2012. Hidden
concerned a family who have to live underground due to a mysterious and
seemingly apocalyptic situation on the surface. Monsters known only as
'breathers' lurk above. Hidden is a perfectly competent and watchable
film (with a reasonably satisfying twist at the end) but there is
little in the movie which anticipates Stranger Things - save perhaps
for a less than subtle reference to the classic 1982 horror movie
Poltergeist. 

It wasn't so much that people didn't like Hidden
(the modest smattering of reviews it attracted were decent enough - if
not exactly madly enthusiastic) but more the case that no one actually
got a chance to watch Hidden. The film sat on the shelf for three years
and then made the paltry sum of $300,000 at the box-office. The Duffer
Brothers were understandably dismayed by Hidden's lack of exposure and
failure to make any money. They feared that they might never get
another chance in Hollywood again. Thankfully, that didn't turn out to
be the case. The Duffers were thrown a lifeline by M. Night Shyamalan.
Shyamalan had read the script for Hidden and was impressed enough to
hire the Duffers as part of the writing team on his new mystery show
Wayward Pines. 

Wayward Pines was a reasonably diverting mix of
Twin Peaks and The Twilight Zone but only ran to two seasons. The show
always felt more like a miniseries than something destined to last and
so it proved. The lead actor Matt Dillon didn't even bother to stick
around for the second season of Wayward Pines. The Duffers, in addition
to writing on Wayward Pines, also got a chance to direct on the show.
It was an invaluable experience to work on a big television show like
this from the inside. 

The Duffers stored up all this inside
information as they slowly began to make plans of their own beyond
Wayward Pines. Supporting themselves with the money they had made
working on Wayward Pines, the Duffers began planning a television show
of their own. According to private emails (which were produced as
evidence in 2018 when a man named Charlie Kessler ludicrously tried to
claim that Stranger Things had ripped off his 2011 short film Montauk)
by the Duffers, their ideas for this show (which would obviously become
Stranger Things in the end) originated from as far back as 2010. 

After
many rejections, the Duffer Brothers, with help from Shawn Levy, cut a
deal with Netflix to make what would become Stranger Things. The series
became the platform's biggest show and catapulted the Duffers from
obscurity to the Hollywood top table. The Duffers will have their pick
of projects after Stranger Things ends and look set for a long and
exciting future. Whether they will be able to make anything as popular
and entertaining as Stranger Things remains to be seen but it should be
fun watching them try. 


DUNGEONS & DRAGONS 

Dungeons
and Dragons (often abbreviated as D&D) is a fantasy tabletop
role-playing game (RPG) that was first published in 1974 by Gary Gygax
and Dave Arneson. The game is set in a fictional universe where players
create characters and embark on adventures in a world of swords,
sorcery, and monsters. D&D was influenced by various sources,
including fantasy literature such as J.R.R. Tolkien's Lord of the
Rings, as well as historical wargaming games. The game introduced many
innovative concepts, such as the use of dice to determine the outcomes
of actions and the idea of a dungeon master (or DM) who serves as the
game's storyteller and referee. 

Over the years, D&D has
gone through several editions and revisions, with each new edition
introducing new rules, character classes, and settings. The game has
also spawned a wide range of supplementary materials, such as adventure
modules, sourcebooks, and novels. D&D has had a significant impact
on popular culture and has inspired a whole genre of fantasy RPGs. Mike
and his friends in Stranger Things are big fans of Dungeons &
Dragons. Although the Tolkien estate took legal action against Dungeons
& Dragons for its obvious similarities to The Hobbit and The Lord
of the Rings, Gary Gygax, the co-creator of D&D, claimed that he
disliked Tolkien's books and found them dull. 

When he
tearfully begins to wreck Castle Byers in Stranger Things 3, you can
see that Will has copies of Dragon magazine. This magazine had plenty
of material for Dungeons & Dragons enthusiasts. Hasbro has released
a Stranger Things Dungeons & Dragons Starter Set. In the game you
can embark on a Dungeons & Dragons adventure and hunt for the
Thessalhydra in a campaign "created" by Mike Wheeler. The music when
Hopper and Joyce arrive at the fair in Stranger Things 3 evokes the
start of the eighties cartoon Dungeons & Dragons. This cartoon's
intro began with the characters arriving at a fair. Over fifty million
people around the world have played the board game Dungeons &
Dragons since it was invented in 1974.


DUSTIN HENDERSON

The
precocious Dustin Henderson is a loyal friend to Mike, Will, and Lucas,
and the heart and brains of the gang of boys in Stranger Things.
Dustin's love of science means that he is usually the first to venture
a theoretical solution to the many problems and dangers that are thrown
their way in Hawkins but he isn't infallible. We discover this in
season two when Dustin secretly (and foolishly) shelters a baby
Demogorgon that he is treating like a new pet. This act rather
backfires on Dustin and causes him no end of headaches. 

Dustin
has cleidocranial dysplasia, a condition that means his teeth haven't
come through. We see that this makes Dustin a target for school bullies
but he's a cheerful and dogged sort of chap who usually manages to
overcome the obstacles that life hurls at him. Dustin lives with his
doting mother and has a vast mastery of pop culture trivia at his
disposal to make the situations faced by the boys more readily
explainable to his friends (and the audience watching at home). 

In
season three of Stranger Things, Dustin teams up with Steve to battle a
Soviet conspiracy at the heart of Hawkins. Dustin had formed a close
bond with Steve in season two. In season four Dustin is at high school
and has formed a close bond with Eddie Munson - leader of the school's
Dungeons & Dragons club. When Vecna threatens Hawkins, the smarts
of Dustin are once again needed to battle this new threat. While some
characters in the show have seen their lines decrease in later seasons
the opposite is true of Dustin. The Duffers clearly love what Gaten
Matarazzo has done with the character because he has enjoyed a
substantial role when it comes to dialogue in later seasons. 


E


OEBPS/cover_image.jpg
STRANG

THINGSK
THE

ULTIMATE
UNOFFICIAL

A-Z





