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In "The Portuguese Expedition to Abyssinia in 1541–1543," Miguel de Castanhoso delivers a compelling narrative of an extraordinary military campaign, weaving together rich descriptions of the land, its peoples, and the treacherous journey undertaken by the Portuguese. Castanhoso's literary style is characterized by vivid imagery and a detailed recounting of experiences that immerse readers in the historical context of early modern exploration. His account not only documents the expedition's challenges—ranging from treachery to climatic adversities—but also reflects the broader geo-political aspirations of Portugal during the Age of Discovery, inviting readers to consider the cultural exchanges and conflicts that ensued. Castanhoso, a participant in the expedition, brings a first-hand perspective deeply rooted in his experiences as an explorer and soldier. His position allowed him to observe the intricate tapestry of Abyssinian society, as well as the strategic interests that motivated Portuguese incursions into the region. His narrative serves as both a personal memoir and a historical document, shedding light on the motivations and consequences of European expeditions in Africa, shaped by the socio-political milieu of the 16th century. This book is highly recommended for historians, scholars, and general readers interested in early modern European colonial ventures. Castanhoso's engaging prose and insightful reflections offer not only a thrilling account of adventure but also a critical examination of the cultural encounters that defined this period. Readers will find themselves engrossed by the blend of adventure and intellectual inquiry, making this work an essential addition to any library on exploration and colonialism.
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In "Maximilian in Mexico: A Woman's Reminiscences of the French Intervention 1862-1867," Sara Yorke Stevenson offers a compelling firsthand account of a pivotal period in Mexican history. Written with keen observational detail, the narrative combines personal reflection with historical analysis, highlighting the complexities of the French intervention and the intricacies of Maximilian's rule. Stevenson's literary style is marked by vivid imagery and an intimate tone, drawing readers into her experiences amidst the political turmoil. This work not only documents significant events but also reflects the broader themes of imperialism and gender, as it foregrounds a woman's voice in a male-dominated historical narrative. Sara Yorke Stevenson, an esteemed archaeologist and author of the late 19th century, was shaped by her privileged background and her travels in Mexico, which provided her with a unique perspective on the events she witnessed. Her deep engagement with the country's culture and politics, coupled with her acute awareness of international dynamics at play, motivated her to document her experiences as a woman in a revolutionary context. Stevenson's dual role as both a participant and a chronicler grants her work an authenticity that resonates with readers. This book is a remarkable treasure for anyone interested in Mexican history, women's roles in historical narratives, or the complexities of foreign intervention. Stevenson's insightful reflections and personal anecdotes enrich the understanding of a turbulent era while prompting readers to contemplate the role of women in shaping history. It is a must-read for scholars, students, and general readers alike.
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In "First Across the Continent," Noah Brooks presents a captivating narrative that chronicles the historic 1843 Oregon Trail expedition, capturing the spirit of adventure and the complexities of westward expansion during a transformative period in American history. Brooks employs a vivid, descriptive literary style that invites readers to engage fully with the challenges faced by early pioneers. Blending autobiographical elements with historical research, the book serves as both a travelogue and an insightful exploration of the social and cultural dynamics of the era, emphasizing the resilience and ambition that drove settlers across the continent in search of a new life. Noah Brooks was not just an observer of the westward movement; he was a participant. A journalist and chronicler with a deep commitment to documenting the American experience, his background in journalism allowed him to accumulate rich narratives from firsthand accounts of pioneers. Brooks' engagement with key figures of his time and his own travels provided him with the unique perspective necessary for a detailed portrayal of this monumental journey, embedding personal reflections within historical context. I wholeheartedly recommend "First Across the Continent" to readers interested in American history, travel writing, and pioneering adventures. Brooks' blend of personal experience and historical narrative makes this work not only informative but also a poignant reminder of the courage and determination that shape the American spirit. It is an essential read for anyone wishing to understand the complexities of America's expansionist past.
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In "Report of Mr. W. E. Cormack's journey in search of the Red Indians in Newfoundland," W. E. Cormack presents a meticulously detailed account of his expeditions into the rugged landscapes of Newfoundland. Written in the mid-19th century, the book features a rich narrative style that blends exploration, ethnography, and adventure. Cormack's observations of the natural environment and indigenous cultures are framed within a scientific context, reflecting the Victorian interest in anthropology and the burgeoning field of indigenous studies. His firsthand encounters and descriptions reveal the multifaceted relationships between settlers and the Native populations, while probing the complexities of identity and belonging in a changing world. W. E. Cormack, a native of Canada, was an early explorer whose interests in geography and the indigenous populations of Newfoundland fueled his literary pursuits. His background in natural sciences and his position as a naturalist provided him with the analytical tools needed to navigate and comprehend the diverse cultural landscapes he encountered. Cormack's journey was motivated not only by a quest for knowledge but also by a deep curiosity about the origins and lives of the 'Red Indians' that had become enigmatic figures in the Euro-Canadian imagination. This book is a compelling read for anyone interested in early Canadian history, exploration narratives, and the dynamics of indigenous cultures. Cormack's work serves as a critical lens through which contemporary readers can examine issues of cultural representation and historical memory, making it an essential addition to the libraries of historians, anthropologists, and those fascinated by the crossroads of culture and nature. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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In "The Memoirs of the Conquistador Bernal Díaz del Castillo," the author presents a vivid first-person account of the Spanish conquest of Mexico. Written in a candid, straightforward style, Díaz del Castillo weaves together intricate details, personal anecdotes, and historical narratives, providing readers with an insider's perspective of significant events, including the fall of the Aztec Empire. His memoir is not merely a recounting of military exploits; it serves as both a historical document and a reflection on the ethical dilemmas faced by conquerors, situating it firmly within the genre of early colonial literature. The work is imbued with rich descriptions and offers a nuanced portrayal of indigenous cultures, thus enriching our understanding of the cultural exchanges and conflicts of the era. Bernal Díaz del Castillo was no ordinary soldier; he was a participant in the very events he chronicled. Born in Spain, he journeyed to the New World as a young man, becoming a member of Hernán Cortés's expedition. His experiences as a soldier, chronicler, and eventual advocate for indigenous justice reflect a complex relationship with the colonial enterprise that shaped both his life and his writing. Díaz's firsthand involvement with key figures and events provides crucial context, making his memoir invaluable for scholars and historians alike. This compelling memoir is essential reading for those interested in the Spanish conquest of the Americas and the historical impacts it had on indigenous populations. It appeals not only to history enthusiasts but also to readers curious about narrative forms that blend adventure with ethical reflection. Engage with Díaz del Castillo's rich tapestry of exploration and conquest, and experience the complexities of one of history's most transformative eras.
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CAPTAIN SOTO was the son of a squire of Xerez of Badajoz[1]. He went into the Spanish Indies, when Peter Arias[2] of Avila was Governor of the West Indies. And there he was without anything else of his own, save his sword and target: and for his good qualities and valor, Peter Arias made him captain of a troop of horsemen, and by his commandment he went with Fernando Pizarro to the conquest of Peru: where (as many persons of credit reported, which were there present) as well at the taking of Atabalipa[3], Lord of Peru, as at the assault of the city of Cusco, and in all other places where they found resistance, wheresoever he was present, he passed all other captains and principal persons. For which cause, besides his part of the treasure of Atabalipa, he had a good share; whereby in time he gathered a hundred and four score thousand ducats together, with that which fell to his part; which he brought into Spain; whereof the Emperor borrowed a certain part, which he repaid again with 60,000 rials of plate in the rent of the silks of Granada, and all the rest was delivered him in the contractation house of Seville[4]. He took servants to wit, a steward, a gentleman usher, pages, a gentleman of the horse, a chamberlain, lackeys, and all other officers that the house of a noble may require. From Seville he went to the court, and in the court, there accompanied him John Danusco of Seville, and Lewis Moscoso D'Alvarado, Nuño de Touar, and John Rodriguez Lobillo. Except John Danusco, all the rest came with him from Peru: and every one of them brought fourteen or fifteen thousand ducats: all of them went well and costly appareled. And although Soto of his own nature was not liberal, yet because that was the first time that he was to show himself in the court, he spent frankly, and went accompanied with those which I have named, and with his servants, and many others which resorted unto him. He married with Donna Isabella de Bobadilla, daughter of Peter Arias of Avila, Earl of Punno en Rostro. The Emperor made him the Governor of the Isle of Cuba, and Adelantado[5] or President of Florida; with a title of Marquis of certain part of the lands that he should conquer.

When Don Ferdinando had obtained the government, there came a gentleman from the Indies to the court, named Cabeça de Vaca[6], which had been with the Governor Pamphilo de Narvaez[7] which died in Florida, who reported that Narvaez was cast away at sea with all the company that went with him. And how he with four more escaped and arrived in Nueva España. Also he brought a relation in writing, of that which he had seen in Florida; which said in some places: In such a place I have seen this; and the rest which here I saw, I leave to confer of between his Majesty and myself. Generally he reported the misery of the country, and the troubles which he passed: and he told some of his kinsfolk, which were desirous to go into the Indies, and urged him very much to tell them whether he had seen any rich country in Florida, that he might not tell them, because he and another, whose name was Orantes, (who remained in Nueva España with purpose to return into Florida: for which intent he came into Spain to beg the government thereof of the Emperor) had sworn not to discover some of those things which they had seen, because no man should prevent them in begging the same. And he informed them that it was the richest country of the world. Don Ferdinando de Soto was very desirous to have him with him, and made him a favorable offer: and after they were agreed, because Soto gave him not a sum of money which he demanded to buy a ship, they broke off again. Baltasar de Gallegos, and Christopher de Spindola, the kinsmen of Cabeça de Vaca, told him, that for that which he had imparted to them, they were resolved to pass with Soto into Florida, and therefore they prayed him to advise them what they were best to do. Cabeça de Vaca told them, that the cause why he went not with Soto, was because he hoped to beg another government, and that he was loth to go under the command of another: and that he came to beg the conquest of Florida: but seeing Don Ferdinando de Soto had gotten it already, for his oath's sake he might tell them nothing of that which they would know: but he counseled them to sell their goods and go with him, and that in so doing they should do well. As soon as he had opportunity, he spake with the Emperor, and related unto him whatsoever he had passed and seen, and come to understand. Of this relation, made by word of mouth to the Emperor, the Marquis of Astorya had notice, and forthwith determined to send with Don Ferdinando de Soto his brother Don Antonio Osorio: and with him two kinsmen of his prepared themselves, to wit, Francis Osorio, and Garcia Osorio. Don Antonio dispossessed himself of 60,000 rials of rent which he held by the church; and Francis Osorio of a town of vassals, which he had in the country de Campos. And they made their rendezvous with the Adelantado in Seville. The like did Nuñez de Touar, and Lewis de Moscoso, and John Rodriguez Lobillo, each of whom had brought from Peru fourteen or fifteen thousand ducats. Lewis de Moscoso carried with him two brethren; there went also Don Carlos, which had married the governor's niece, and took her with him. From Badajoz there went Peter Calderan, and three kinsmen of the Adelantado, to wit, Arias Tinoco, Alfonso Romo, and Diego Tinoco. And as Lewis de Moscoso passed through Elvas[A] Andrew de Vasconcelos spake with him, and requested him to speak to Don Ferdinando de Soto concerning him, and delivered him certain warrants which he had received from the Marquis of Villa Real, wherein he gave him the captainship of Ceuta in Barbarie, that he might show them unto him. And the Adelantado saw them; and was informed who he was, and wrote unto him, that he would favor him in all things, and by all means, and would give him a charge of men in Florida. And from Elvas went Andrew de Vasconcelos, and Fernan Pegado, Antonio Martinez Segurado, Men Roiz Pereira, John Cordero, Stephen Pegado, Benedict Fernandez, and Alvaro Fernandez. And out of Salamanca, and Jaen, and Valencia, and Albuquerque, and from other parts of Spain, many people of noble birth, assembled at Seville, insomuch that in Saint Lucar many men of good account, which had sold their goods, remained behind for want of shipping, whereas for other known and rich countries, they are wont to want men: and this fell out by occasion of that which Cabeça de Vaca[B] told the Emperor, and informed such persons as he had conference withal touching the state of that country. Soto made him great offers, and being agreed to go with him (as I have said before) because he would not give him money to pay for a ship, which he had bought, they brake off, and he went for governor to the river of Plate. His kinsmen, Christopher de Spindola and Baltasar de Gallegos, went with Soto. Baltasar de Gallegos sold houses and vineyards, and rent corn, and ninety ranks of olive trees in the Xarafe of Seville. He had the office of Alcalde Mayor, and took his wife with him. And there went also many other persons of account with the President, and had the offices following by great friendship, because they were offices desired of many, to wit, Antonie de Biedma was factor, John Danusco was auditor, and John Gaytan, nephew to the Cardinal of Ciguenza, had the office of treasurer.

The Portuguese departed from Elvas the 15th of January, and came to Seville the 19th of the same month, and went to the lodging of the Governor, and entered into a court, over the which were certain galleries where he was, who came down and received them at the stairs, whereby they went up into the galleries. When he was come up, he commanded chairs to be given them to sit on. And Andrew de Vasconcelos told him who he and the other Portuguese were, and how they all were come to accompany him, and serve him in his voyage. He gave him thanks, and made show of great contentment for his coming and offer. And the table being already laid, he invited them to dinner. And being at dinner, he commanded his steward to seek a lodging for them near unto his own, where they might be lodged. The Adelantado departed from Seville to Saint Lucar with all the people which were to go with him. And he commanded a muster to be made, at the which the Portuguese showed themselves armed in very bright armor, and the Castellans very gallant with silk upon silk, with many pinkings and cuts. The Governor, because these braveries in such an action did not like him, commanded that they should muster another day, and every one should come forth with his armor; at the which the Portuguese came as at the first armed with very good armor. The Governor placed them in order near unto the standard, which the ensign bearer carried. The Castellans, for the most part, did wear very bad and rusty shirts of mail, and all of them head-pieces and steel caps, and very bad lances. Some of them sought to come among the Portuguese. So those passed and were counted and enrolled which Soto liked and accepted of, and did accompany him into Florida; which were in all six hundred men. He had already bought seven ships, and had all necessary provision aboard them. He appointed captains, and delivered to every one his ship, and gave them in a roll what people every one should carry with them.

In the year of our Lord 1538, in the month of April, the Adelantado delivered his ships to the captains which were to go in them; and took for himself a new ship, and good of sail, and gave another to Andrew de Vasconcelos, in which the Portuguese went; he went over the bar of St. Lucar on Sunday, being St. Lazarus[8] day, in the morning of the month and year aforesaid, with great joy, commanding his trumpets to be sounded, and many shots of the ordnance to be discharged. He sailed four days with a prosperous wind, and suddenly it calmed; the calms continued eight days with swelling seas, in such wise that we made no way. The fifteenth day after his departure from St. Lucar, he came to Gomera, one of the Canaries, on Easter day in the morning. The Earl of that island was appareled all in white, cloak, jerkin, hose, shoes and cap, so that he seemed a Lord of the Gipsies. He received the Governor with much joy; he was well lodged, and all the rest had their lodgings gratis, and got great store of victuals for their money, as bread, wine, and flesh; and they took what was needful for their ships, and the Sunday following, eight days after their arrival, they departed from the Isle of Gomera. The Earl gave to Donna Isabella, the Adelantado's wife, a bastard daughter that he had, to be her waiting-maid. They arrived at the Antilles, in the Isle of Cuba, at the port of the city of St. Jago, upon Whit-sunday. As soon as they came thither, a gentleman of the city sent to the sea-side a very fair roan horse, and well furnished, for the Governor, and a mule for Donna Isabella, and all the horsemen and footmen that were in the town came to receive him at the sea-side. The Governor was well lodged, visited, and served of all the inhabitants of the city, and all his company had their lodgings freely: those which desired to go into the country, were divided by four and four, and six and six, in the farms or granges, according to the ability of the owners of the farms, and were furnished by them with all things necessary.

The city of St. Jago hath fourscore houses, which are great and well contrived[3q]. The most part have their walls made of boards, and are covered with thatch; it hath some houses built with lime and stones, and covered with tiles. It hath great orchards and many trees in them, differing from those of Spain: there be fig trees which bear figs as big as one's fist, yellow within, and of small taste; and other trees which bear a fruit which they call Ananes, in making and bigness like to a small pineapple: it is a fruit very sweet in taste: the shell being taken away, the kernel is like a piece of fresh cheese. In the granges abroad in the country there are other great pineapples, which grow on low trees, and are like the Aloe tree: they are of a very good smell and exceeding good taste. Other trees do bear a fruit which they call Mameis, of the bigness of peaches. This the islanders do hold for the best fruit of the country. There is another fruit which they call Guayabas, like filberts, as big as figs. There are other trees as high as a javelin, having one only stock without any bough, and the leaves as long as a casting dart; and the fruit is of the bigness and fashion of a cucumber; one bunch beareth twenty or thirty, and as they ripen the tree bendeth downward with them: they are called in this country Plantanos, and are of a good taste, and ripen after they be gathered; but those are the better which ripen upon the tree itself; they bear fruit but once, and the tree being cut down, there spring up others out of the but, which bear fruit the next year. There is another fruit, whereby many people are sustained, and chiefly the slaves, which are called Batatas. These grow now in the Isle of Terçera, belonging to the kingdom of Portugal, and they grow within the earth, and are like a fruit called Iname; they have almost the taste of a chestnut. The bread of this country is also made of roots which are like the Batatas.[C] And the stock whereon those roots do grow is like an elder tree: they make their ground in little hillocks, and in each of them they thrust four or five stakes; and they gather the roots a year and a half after they set them. If any one, thinking it is a batata or potato root, chance to eat of it never so little, he is in great danger of death: which was seen by experience in a soldier, which as soon as he had eaten a very little of one of those roots, he died quickly. They pare these roots and stamp them, and squeeze them in a thing like a press: the juice that cometh from them is of an evil smell. The bread is of little taste and less substance[4q]. Of the fruits of Spain, there are figs and oranges, and they bear fruit all the year, because the soil is very rank and fruitful. In this country are many good horses, and there is green grass all the year. There be many wild oxen and hogs, whereby the people of the island are well furnished with flesh. Without the towns abroad in the country are many fruits. And it happeneth sometimes that a Christian goeth out of the way and is lost fifteen or twenty days, because of the many paths in the thick groves that cross to and fro made by the oxen; and being thus lost they sustain themselves with fruits and palmîtos—for there be many great groves of palm trees through all the island—they yield no other fruit that is of any profit. The Isle of Cuba is three hundred leagues long from the east to the west, and is in some places thirty, in others forty leagues from north to south. It hath six towns of Christians, to wit, St. Jago, Baracôa, Bayamo, Puerto de Principes, S. Espirito, and Havana. Every one hath between thirty and forty households, except St. Jago and Havana, which have about sixty or eighty houses. They have churches in each of them, and a chaplain which confesseth them and saith mass. In St. Jago is a monastery of Franciscan friars; it hath but few friars, and is well provided of alms, because the country is rich. The Church of St. Jago hath honest revenue, and there is a curate and prebends, and many priests, as the church of that city, which is the chief of all the island. There is in this country much gold and few slaves to get it; for many have made away themselves, because of the Christians' evil usage of them in the mines. A steward of Vasquez Porcallo, which was an inhabitor in that island, understanding that his slaves would make away themselves, stayed for them with a cudgel in his hand at the place where they were to meet, and told them that they could neither do nor think anything that he did not know before, and that he came thither to kill himself, with them, to the end, that if he had used them badly in this world, he might use them worse in the world to come: and this was a means that they changed their purpose, and turned home again to do that which he commanded them.
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