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Wisdom is far more valuable than rubies. Nothing you desire can compare with it.


PROVERBS 8:11 NLT
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INTRODUCTION


Wise sayings and good advice can touch the present, but how much better is wisdom that strengthens the eternal soul? As the king of Israel, Solomon had access to riches most of us could only dream of, yet he spoke of wisdom as the most prized treasure. It is described as more precious than gold and rubies.


The book of Proverbs is full of practical advice with physical and spiritual benefits. As you meditate on these proverbs, devotional entries, and prayers, lean into the knowledge revealed in God’s living Word. Jesus is wisdom personified; he is always ready with revelation to expand our understanding. The fountain of his life pours into our hearts every time we search after him. His wisdom is full of loving leadership, calm confidence, and honest conviction. There truly is no better thing to pursue in this life.


Find treasures of wisdom as you turn your attention to Jesus and listen for his voice in the stillness. You can build a hopeful future on the foundation of his love with wisdom as your guide.




JANUARY


The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and discipline.


PROVERBS 1:7 CSB


 


JANUARY 1


SOLOMON THE WISE


These are the proverbs of Solomon, David’s son, king of Israel.


PROVERBS 1:1 NLT


As we begin our journey through Proverbs, let’s consider the position of Solomon, the author of most of the book. Solomon was the son of David and Bathsheba and the third king of the united kingdoms of Israel and Judah after Saul and David. He ruled for forty years in the late 900s BC and was recognized for his wisdom which God gifted when Solomon prayed for guidance as a new and insecure ruler. Solomon’s wisdom was known throughout the world, and he was “richer and wiser than any other king on earth” (1 Kings 10:23).


Since God did not allow David to build the temple because he was a warrior (1 Chronicles 28:3), David prepared the workers and materials for his son to be the builder. Solomon built other projects as well, but the temple was the opus project of his life.


Lord, please focus my attention on Proverbs and your words through Solomon, so I may gain wisdom to live my best life.


 


JANUARY 2


WISE WORDS


They teach wisdom and self-control; they will help you understand wise words.


PROVERBS 1:2 NCV


There is little point in reading anything without understanding it. God’s Word is a seed that is planted in our hearts to nurture us into mature believers. This can’t happen without repentance and fertile ground in our hearts and minds. Solomon addresses the need for understanding right from the beginning of Proverbs so we can see the noteworthy characteristics of wisdom at once.


A heart open to the Word of God is teachable, and this will lead to wisdom and self-control. Comprehension comes from the Holy Spirit moving in us as we read and learn under the teaching of wise King Solomon.


Dear Father, give me a fertile heart and a teachable mind to learn from Proverbs. May I understand the difference between wisdom and folly.


 


JANUARY 3


PURPOSE OF PROVERBS


Their purpose is to teach people to live disciplined and successful lives, to help them do what is right, just, and fair.


PROVERBS 1:3 NLT


The world bombards us with subjective truth and redefined words. Today’s verse is clear that if you want insight and understanding, the Word of God is there for you. You will not be led astray if you stay close to God in prayer and attentively read your Bible. Proverbs in particular addresses what wisdom looks like in practical life.


We struggle with selfishness as humans. We want to indulge ourselves in comfort and excess. This sidetracks us from the life God intends for us. Learning to be wise will lead us to lives both disciplined and successful. If we lean into the discipline from God, we will learn to do what is right, fair, and just and reach true success.


Dear Lord, open my eyes to see the folly in my life so I can address it. Let me not just accept your discipline but appreciate it for the blessing it is.


 


JANUARY 4


IMPACT OF PROVERBS


To give prudence to the simple, To the young man knowledge and discretion.


PROVERBS 1:4 NKJV


Prudence is when a person shows wisdom and shrewdness in managing their affairs. They have skill and good judgment when using personal resources. They show caution and circumspection in the face of danger or risk, and they can discipline themselves because they possess reasoning.


In our verse today, God says this heightened level of behavior is given even to the simplest and youngest of people. God does not make unreasonable demands on us, and he promises to gift us with behaviors and characteristics to carry us through life.


Father, give me a repentant heart and a contrite spirit to hear your voice. I want to follow your teaching even when others say I am wrong.


 


JANUARY 5


LIFELONG LEARNING


Wise people can also listen and learn; even they can find good advice in these words.


PROVERBS 1:5 NCV


We seek wisdom not for our glory but so we are better prepared to help others. The purpose of God’s wisdom is communal and not individual. The Bible is full of wisdom both accessible and understandable to everyone. If we think we are already wise, we can still glean more wisdom from the pages of Scripture.


Let’s strive to always grow in wisdom and understanding because we are never too wise to learn more about God and his majesty. In the Bible, how often do we see examples of God using seemingly simple people, like children or fishermen, to be recipients of his wisdom and change the world? Pride blocks the flow of wisdom, but a humble heart will receive it. Humility is required to grow in wisdom.


Dear God, please continue to grow me in wisdom and teach me from your Word. Open my ears to hear and my heart to understand.


 


JANUARY 6


WISE RIDDLES


Anyone can understand wise words and stories, the words of the wise and their riddles.


PROVERBS 1:6 NCV


Solomon wrote these words to his children to assure them that no kingship, scholarly education, a good upbringing is needed to understand the Word of the Lord. The Lord does not speak in riddles to confuse us but to separate those who desire to learn from those who aren’t willing to put in the effort to understand. No matter our situation, we have access to God’s wisdom and the ability to become wise.


Like Solomon, when we receive wisdom, we ought to pass it along. He wanted his children to grow in love and understanding of God, so he encouraged them to receive his wisdom and learn from his life. Let’s openly share ourselves the same way and pass our wisdom on to others.


Father, teach me to become wise and give me opportunities to share my wisdom with others. Thank you for explaining your riddles to me when I choose to humbly listen.


 


JANUARY 7


FEAR OF THE LORD


The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction.


PROVERBS 1:7 NKJV


What does it mean to fear the Lord? Our loving Father doesn’t want us hiding from him, guilt-ridden and ashamed, like Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. He wants us to have a healthy reverence that leads to lives of obedience and worship. He is King of the universe and fully worthy of our respect and honor.


Sin should scare us because it’s direct disobedience against the Creator who loves and sustains our souls, and sin carries consequences. Fearing the Lord is an appropriate response to understanding his position and greatness. Disrespecting God by insisting on our ways is neither wise nor beneficial. He knows and wants what is best for us, and he is best for us.


Lord, I want to worship you with my life instead of wasting years chasing my desires. You are my King, and the healthy fear I have for you reminds me that the best choices I can make are aligned with your will.


 


JANUARY 8


LOVING DISCIPLINE


Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction and do not forsake your mother’s teaching. They are a garland to grace your head and a chain to adorn your neck.


PROVERBS 1:8-9 NIV


Discipline can seem distasteful, and we try to avoid it, but loving parents discipline their children. God, our loving Father, wants what is best for us. When we heed his discipline, it’s as if we clothe ourselves in fine garlands and jewelry; the change in our lives will be apparent.


Whether or not we had good parents who raised us to be disciplined adults, we have a heavenly Father guiding us down the best path. Let’s not despise his hand of correction, for it teaches us to walk in wisdom and keeps us from falling into pits of sin. Some lessons are difficult to learn, and sometimes discipline is harsh, but if we remain teachable, we will reap his blessings.


Lord, please teach and guide me. I will not despise your discipline but embrace it because it comes from your great love. I never want to forget the lessons you have taught me.


 


JANUARY 9


WHEN SINNERS LEAD


My child, if sinners try to lead you into sin, do not follow them.


PROVERBS 1:10 NCV


Following God means we forfeit following others. Sometimes God places people and angels in our lives to lead us in his purposes, and with time spent with him, we can discern those people from sinners trying to entice us in directions that conflict with God’s plan. A person who does not spend time with God will not know his voice from the other voices crowding daily life. We will miss or even choose to ignore the wisdom that would take us to where God wants us to be.


Our Father addresses us as children for a good reason. We have childish tendencies if we do not mature in the Word which leads to life and goodness. Without this maturity, we tend to allow the sinners in our lives to convince us to sin. Following them down wrong paths will require repentance and repair before we are back in the light of God’s plan.


Dear Lord, make and mold me in your image. Lead me closer to you rather than allowing me to be distracted by sinners leading me into sin.


 


JANUARY 10


WISDOM ISN’T SILENT


Wisdom calls aloud outside; She raises her voice in the open squares.


PROVERBS 1:20 NKJV


Job 28:28 tells us, “The fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, and to depart from evil is understanding.” Wisdom is not a quiet, personal virtue; it is obvious and has a great impact on those around us. Wisdom is active: it calls aloud and departs from evil. Wisdom leaves a trail and a legacy.


What is our legacy? How is wisdom evident in our lives? Does the way we act under pressure or hardship reveal the trust we have in our Maker? Do we stay out of drama and gossip? Are we planning and making smart decisions for our future? Wisdom calls aloud; she doesn’t stay silent. What is our impact? Whom are we influencing? How are we known? Is the influence of God on us evident to everyone watching how we live?


Father God, please show me how to walk wisely. Teach me when to speak and when to stay silent, when to step forward and when to wait. Help me depart from any evil that tries to ensnare me.


 


JANUARY 11


WISDOM CALLS


She calls to the crowds along the main street, to those gathered in front of the city gate.


PROVERBS 1:21 NLT


In biblical times, city gates were a place of business. Transactions were made, connections formed, and decisions solidified that affected the community. Provision and protection formed in this important location, and people gathered so they would know what was happening with those around them. When Solomon said wisdom calls to the crowds on the main street and the city gate, he was impressing upon us the importance of spreading wisdom to as many people as possible and especially to those making decisions for everyone. Let everyone hear the good news of how to take the wise path.


We would be wise to not just learn wisdom but to speak about it as well. Let it be a topic of conversation so we can encourage others to make good decisions and live well. The more we think about wisdom, the less we will be distracted by folly.


My Father, make me bold about your heart and discipline. Allow me enough humility to show others that any wisdom in me comes from you.


 


JANUARY 12


REPENT WHEN REBUKED


“Repent at my rebuke! Then I will pour out my thoughts to you, I will make known to you my teachings.”


PROVERBS 1:23 NIV


As we learn about wisdom, we naturally take our old behaviors into account, and that is good. Learning from our failures is a solid way to identify Christ-like traits, but God’s thoughts don’t stop there. His teachings move us forward instead of freezing us in the moment.


Repentance is a necessary step toward a wise character. It is a key element resulting from humble acceptance of the truth of our sinful nature. Sin is infused into every cell of our hearts, minds, and bodies, but it is all washed as clean as snow when we repent. We are a new creation free to accept God’s thoughts and teachings.


Dear Lord, you are my all-in-all. You are my purpose and path. You define my existence and my eternity. May my life reflect your wisdom.


 


JANUARY 13


IMPACT OF UNREPENTANCE


“Then you will call to me, but I will not answer. You will look for me, but you will not find me. It is because you rejected knowledge and did not choose to respect the LORD.”


PROVERBS 1:28-29 NCV


There are three things happening in today’s excerpt from Proverbs. Some people ignore God’s call, some look for God but don’t find him, and some reject the truth and thus disrespect God. If God calls and we ignore that voice, we potentially lose the opportunity to have his help when we need it most. Our choices made in good times will reflect in God’s response when we need him in challenging times. There are consequences to our choices, and it is prudent to have God foremost in our hearts.


It is dangerous to listen to the temptations of Satan, but it is equally dangerous to ignore the voice of God. Once we have walked away from him, the divergence from his path becomes increasingly obvious in our lives. The warning in these words is clear and concise: one poor choice can lead to dire consequences.


Lord my God, let me hear your voice as I seek your wisdom. Don’t allow me to be waylaid or sidelined by any distraction seeking to lead me away from you.


 


JANUARY 14


BITTER FRUIT


“They rejected my advice and paid no attention when I corrected them. Therefore, they must eat the bitter fruit of living their own way, choking on their own schemes.”


PROVERBS 1:30-31 NLT


According to Mark 3:22-30, the only unforgivable sin is the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit. “All sin and blasphemy can be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven” (vv. 28-29). So what does our verse today mean?


It’s about consequences. When we make plans and pay no attention to God, we are laying a path away from holiness and the path God intended for us. The consequences of that decision are bitter fruit. Ultimately, the bitter fruit causes us to choke. We can’t sin freely and toss in a prayer of repentance at the end of the day. Our minds and hearts will solidify into a self-track rather than a God-track. We can turn that train around through prayer and reading the Word, but it takes diligence and the moving of the Holy Spirit in our hearts.


Lord Almighty, you are my advisor and authority. You are my heart and mind. Guide me and make me more like you.


 


JANUARY 15


COMPLACENCY KILLS


“The simple are killed by their turning away, and the complacency of fools destroys them.”


PROVERBS 1:32 ESV


Doing nothing is a choice. Being lackadaisical will eventually destroy a person. Turning away from God will kill the soul. Make no mistake, dear believer; you are choosing something when you choose nothing. God tells us throughout Proverbs and the whole Bible that we are to seek him and serve him and his sheep. We are to spread his beautiful, life-restoring message and live redeemed and humble lives. Each of these commands are actions. They require a purposeful heart and mind which is the opposite of complacency.


Throughout the Word, God also promises to equip us for the work he has set out for us. “May the God of peace… equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight” (Hebrews 13:20-21). You are wise to avoid complacency in your life and lean on God’s help.


Dear God, may I always attend to you and whatever you have planned for me. May I not succumb to laziness and complacency which leads straight to sin. Help me rest when I need rest and act when I should act.


 


JANUARY 16


LIVE WITHOUT FEAR


“Those who listen to me will live in safety and be at peace, without fear of injury.”


PROVERBS 1:33 NCV


Listening to God’s wisdom changes everything about us. We don’t have the same perspective on this earthly life with God’s wisdom directing our paths. While the world swirls around us in conflict and upheaval, we are covered by his protection and provision. Eternity is real, and it’s really waiting for us.


When we are focused on the things of God, the things of the world fade. We may be rich or poor, sick or healthy, old or young, but when we are overcome by God’s love for us and ours for him, we have eternal eyes that see what lays ahead. We are going to a place without pain, fear, grief, or loss. We can live in a way that reflects the truth of our eternity.


Lord, I am in an earthly life, but I want to reflect an eternal life. May my presence be a soothing balm to those needing to hear about the God who gives me safety and peace.


 


JANUARY 17


FOCUS AND LISTEN


My child, listen to what I say and remember what I command you. Listen carefully to wisdom; set your mind on understanding.


PROVERBS 2:1-2 NCV


Hearing means being aware of by ear or perceiving. To listen means to hear with thoughtful consideration. Today’s verse reveals the difference between these two words by instructing us to set our minds on understanding. Hearing the words of the Bible is not the same as fully understanding the meaning and intention behind the words. Seeking wisdom requires us to pray and request understanding, and understanding is the difference between wisdom and no wisdom.


The writer of this proverb starts by drawing our attention with “my child.” Most of us have attempted to gain the focus of a child to instruct them. We insist on focused attention, speak clearly, and follow through with consequences. Parenting and teaching children requires all three of these steps, and the Lord has promised he will do nothing less for us. We bless the Lord by being focused, teachable, and open to the consequences of our behavior.


Dear Father, please be patient with me as I seek understanding by being focused on your Word, teachable in my mind and heart, and alert to the consequences of my decisions.


 


JANUARY 18


SEEKING SILVER


Cry out for insight, and ask for understanding. Search for them as you would for silver; seek them like hidden treasures.


PROVERBS 2:3-4 NLT


Silver is typically not found in handy little nuggets. It is mixed in long veins with a variety of ores and metals. In biblical times, silver mining was dangerous and was often performed by slaves, many of whom lost their lives doing this dangerous work. After the veins of mixed metals and ores were removed from the earth, they had to be refined. Isaiah 48:10 speaks about silver being refined in a furnace, as does Proverbs 27:21. Ezekiel 22:18 mentions using bellows to extract silver from the ores. Exodus 31:3-5 outlines the specialized level of skills necessary for working with silver and other metals.


It is our honor and responsibility as believers to seek after wisdom in the Word of God with this level of diligence and attention. The Word is easily understood by a child, but wisdom is gained by truly focusing on searching, or mining, the Scriptures with increasing skill and attention throughout our lives.


Dear God, I seek the Word with all the baggage of my daily life, yet I desire your wisdom. Please clear my heart and mind so I can understand what you are saying.


 


JANUARY 19


HUMAN UNDERSTANDING


The LORD grants wisdom! From his mouth come knowledge and understanding.


PROVERBS 2:6 NLT


What is the difference between human understanding and God’s wisdom? Solomon was the wisest man to ever live, and he attributed all his wisdom to God. He knew he was only wise by God’s grace.


The world’s knowledge can’t give us what we’re truly looking for. Empty insight is the best the world has to offer, but God’s Word is filled with hope and answers for the wise. We may become humanly wise through our ambitions, but true wisdom comes only from God. If we want to become wise, it starts with seeking the Lord. The more we listen to him, spend time with him, and obey his Word, the wiser we become as our hearts and minds align with his.


Oh God, you give us wisdom when we ask, and you fill us with understanding when we seek you. No amount of knowledge found in this world can compare to the sweetness of knowing and understanding you.


 


JANUARY 20


OUR SHIELD


He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who walk in integrity.


PROVERBS 2:7 NASB


Life can feel overwhelming at times, but how comforting is it to know God never leaves us alone? He is our shield against evil and our strength when we have nothing left. When we need wisdom, he pours his out for us and leads us down the right path.


We can confidently walk through the darkness of this world with integrity and wisdom because we know he is protecting us on all sides from any plots and devices our enemy brings against us. He has already accounted for anything that concerns us and made the proper provisions. Let’s live uprightly, without worry or compromise, knowing our heavenly Father has everything under control.


Lord, thank you for watching over me. No matter what comes against me, I know I will prevail because you fight my battles. I will walk forward with surety and integrity, for you are my shield and confidence. You are always with me; you will never leave me on my own.


 


JANUARY 21


HE GUARDS US


He guards the paths of the just and protects those who are faithful to him.


PROVERBS 2:8 NLT


When life gives us lemons, we might decide God has forsaken us or we have done something wrong. There’s no sign of him guarding our paths or protecting us at all. If our days are filled with tragedy and burdens, this is the logical conclusion, right? Not so.


God assures us he has protected our eternal lives, but this earthly life is riddled with trials and tribulations. Tough times are not a reflection of God’s negligence but rather of his purpose being fulfilled. He desires us to mature to be more like Jesus. He wants our lives to reflect him, so others are drawn to the kingdom. Our faith in him will shine into the lives of those around us. Do not be misled by sin (Proverbs 13:6) but have faith in the one who guards your soul. He will repay each person for their actions.


Dear Jesus, please open my eyes to your hand in my life. Show me where you have guarded and protected me. Show me the steps I need to take to stay on the path you have set for me.


 


JANUARY 22


THE GOOD PATH


Then you will discern righteousness, justice, And integrity, and every good path.


PROVERBS 2:9 NASB


True wisdom is acquired by staying close to God in the Word and by seeking understanding by knowing him. This doesn’t happen overnight, and it can’t happen without effort. It also doesn’t mean more work equals a relationship with God. Instead, as your heart turns toward God by reading his Word and seeking him, the blessings of that relationship will start to show.


The blessing of being close to your Maker is true discernment. You will be able to see the difference between justice and injustice. You will know when a person behaves with integrity, and you will appreciate it. You will be able to make decisions that lead to good paths. The blessing of your effort to know and stay close to God will be a life filled with truth and wisdom. This is no easy task, but it is a worthy one.
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