
A Collection of Short Stories Helyos K9 Young Writers (2024)

As we embark on another exciting literary exploration, we are thrilled to present our 2024 collection of short stories. This year, our talented 9th graders have crafted a diverse universe of stories, embracing various styles, genres, and techniques. 

Throughout the school year, our students engaged with classic short stories by literary legends, such as Mark Twain, Franz Kafka, and Ernest Hemingway. Our aim was to immerse them in the rich world of global storytelling and to make them understand the endless ways in which writers can express their creativity. In addition to their written work, you'll find that our students have created thoughtfully designed illustrations that complement their stories, making this collection a vibrant example of multidisciplinary work (combining English and Visual Arts). 

Dear reader, we invite you to read our collection, a testament to the talent and dedication of our young writers. We hope you find joy and inspiration in their stories. Enjoy! 

 Luciano Penelu. 
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The Island

Alice Batista

Far in the future, after centuries of collapse of its environment, humanity finds refuge in a gigantic floating city called Haven. Life is difficult in Haven, which exists on very few resources and under the tightest of controls; even minor offenses are severely punished. 

Knowing one day they would overcome their challenges and take back the struggling planet, the leaders of Haven cooked up a very dangerous plan. They secretly chose five young adults from the 2

remaining population who, according to them, appeared to be the strongest and most capable. The group is subsequently taken to the exploration of a desert island, thought to have escaped the natural calamities that destroyed the rest of the world in search of a safer home and to win the Earth back. 

One of the five is Aria Storm, a bold and fearless young woman whose older brother, Finn, had been expelled from Haven many years ago for trying to expose the corruption of the officials. If someone gets expelled, they are sent back to Earth, dropped off at some random location, and left with no resources or help to survive. 

Her brother Finn was expelled when she was a young girl; since then, she hasn't known anything about his whereabouts or whether he is alive. She prays that she finds out the truth about her brother and knows the way to find her people. 

There's Markus, an agile young and very assertive man; Jax, a born strategist and genius; Lyra, a healer apprentice and part of Haven's medical team; and Orion, who is into technology. 

At long last, the group of five members descends upon a mysterious deserted island, green and lush, but full of danger due to its flora and fauna being unknown. The officials offer them some food and water, but it is apparently inadequate for what they are to face in the long period. Aria and Markus end up taking leadership to guide the group through the first challenges involving the conquest of inner conflicts and survival in a place with meager resources. Long before it becomes clear that the island is not uninhabited, evidence shows that it has for a long time been inhabited by members of the Terra Clan: men and women adapted to the inhospitable environment who regard the explorers as intruders. Tensions between the two groups 3

rise, but Aria and Markus soon realize that their only hope for survival will be if they can find a way to live in harmony. 

Back on Haven, things grow more desperate. Food and supplies are low, and the leaders of that nation reluctantly decide to travel to the island as well. Among them is Elena Storm, a key scientist and Aria's mother, one of a few people who understand just how grim the situation Haven is in. More groups of people are sent to the island, in hopes of helping the five initial explorers. Life on the island has not become any easier yet, and relations with the Terra Clan worsen with more and more Havenites starting to arrive from the skies. 

Aria befriends Juno of the Terra Clan, who shows her their way of life and connection to the land. Aria can come up with an agreement with the clan's leader, a sage figure called Torin, that from then on, all resources would be shared, defense coordinated, and territory respected. Information would be exchanged between them equitably, and medical assistance would be provided to both groups. 

Finally, they are able to bring together the two communities and establish peaceful coexistence that is bound to guarantee mutual survival and cooperation against common threats. And then, at the very moment when hope finally does appear for peace to reign, a new kind of danger appears in the form of mutated creatures created from an ancient botched biological experiment that puts all life on the island in danger. The experiment and the construction of the laboratory had taken place many centuries earlier, when the environmental collapse had forced humanity to retreat to Haven. A desperate ancient civilization, fighting against the rapid deterioration of the planet, performed the experiment in a last-ditch effort to survive on Earth. The intention was to make life forms adaptable to 4

the grim conditions, but the effect was awfully wrong, with mutants created instead. 

There is a sad story related to the Terra Clan: they lived as a part of the community on the island and were massively hit by the experiment. Some among the clan members became mutants due to radiation. This will be very important for further understanding and a more solid alliance to be formed among the groups; Terra Clan members shared crucial information about the experiment and the creatures. 

The Havenites and Terra Clan unite to fight the mutant creatures in a last battle. Aria becomes increasingly familiar with the clan's history and is considered as a trusted ally. They are open enough to her that they tell her that Aria's brother, Finn, has been with them all along since his expulsion and has been working on a cure for the mutations. Reunited, Aria, Finn, and Juno take their last dangerous mission to the heart of the island, where they come upon an abandoned lab with research holding the key to ceasing the mutations. They then engage in a decontamination procedure, ending the threat once and for all. United with their elders and the Terra Clan, the young people of Haven are ready to start again. Aria looks back on the long journey that brought her to this moment and says she has just one wish: a future where everyone can live together in peace, with respect for nature and each other. With hope in their hearts and the shining promise of a new world ahead, they forge a new destiny for mankind. 
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Earth’s Final Day

Ana Carolina Matos

William, a technological scientist and astrophysicist, was at the Chicago Technology and Science Lab working on his new project of building laser glasses for a competition of innovative devices. The laboratory was in a deafening silence, you could only hear the sounds of computers and wiring connecting and disconnecting. 
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The computer emitted a message sound, maybe it was something from the championship evaluation committee. William stopped what he was doing calmly to ensure that nothing would leave the place and continue to work perfectly. He checked his message box and noticed something somewhat intriguing. It was a message from a phone number that couldn't even exist. Which phone number has 4.2 digits? It didn’t even have the area code! Despite these weird aspects, William opened the message and started reading aloud:

“Dear planet earth, this message is being sent from planet Opal, we are 178 thousand lightyears from your planet. We have been studying your world and your language for 3 years and we recently found out how to get in touch with you. We are warning you that in 5 months, we will reach planet earth to seek new knowledge. 

Please wait for us with courtesy.” 

-This can only be a joke, seriously! Let me see where this message came from by the IP address and report it…

William found out that the message didn't have an IP

address. He was getting afraid. Calmly, he started to try to hack the system from the message and after some minutes he found out that the message really had come from another planet. William called his friend

Matthew, 

an

astrophysicist

and

specialist

in

alien

communication, to the lab to help him to try to understand the motivation of that visit and whether or not it would be harmful to the world. 

-Hey Will, What’s happening? 
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-Take a look at this message. It’s not a joke, I've already tested the IP

address. 

-Man, this visit may be dangerous. Let’s try to hack their system and catch some information about it. 

-Sure! 

Matthew started working on the computer with admirable concentration. He didn't blink. William at his side was also trying to invade the system through the AB address (the IP address of other planets). After some working hours, they finally managed to invade the system. William started to look up for information and what he found was surprising. 

-Matthew, they intend to invade our planet to rescue resources and to occupy it! Take a look at this document. 

-You’re right William, we need to do something! Let’s call the leader of the American aeronautics team so that he can prepare the team for the arrival of these extraterrestrials! 

Within the long period of 5 months, all those summoned to the battle trained a lot and knew perfectly how to detect any kind of sign of invasion. They were more prepared than ever for the arrival of the aliens. William was so confident of everything that he wasn't even worried. One day before the battle, William received a message from the aliens saying that they were coming in the next morning. 
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He sent an alert to everybody to be prepared for the next day. In the morning, they began to prepare and organize themselves for the launch of the troops that would remain in orbit waiting for the invaders. After a few hours, the rocket arrived in the exosphere and there they were inside floating bases waiting for the aliens. 

It was a matter of minutes to see a spacecraft coming from space. Ziwelly, apparently the leader of the aliens, could already be seen coming down from the ship and walking through space as if there was ground under his feet. He made a reference to Matthew as his extraterrestrial partners began to descend from the spaceship and organize themselves in a notoriously suspicious way. 

-I thought you would wait for us on the surface. 

Said Ziwelly, a bit angry. 

-We wanted to know your intentions here before letting you in. It's the rules, you know how it is. 

Said Matthew, already knowing what they wanted when they entered the orbit of the planet. 

The climate of tension and rivalry grew more and more as Ziwelly and Matthew argued about whether the aliens would enter or not. The aeronautics team was attentive to all the movements of the opposing team. One of the astronauts noticed an aggressive movement and shouted HE WILL ATTACK! And so, a laser was fired and the most epic battle of the century had started. 

The aeronautics team began to spread. They wanted to ensure that all the Ziwelly's accomplices were being observed and about to be captured. Meanwhile, William and Matthew began to fight the alien boss. 
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At a certain moment, the humans were likely to win this battle, as they would have captured around 50% of the opponents using laser weapons that caused the creatures to faint for a few minutes, losing its heartbeat and consciousness. 

Unfortunately, William and Matthew didn’t believe that those creatures were so smart and capable. Because of this, they were surprised by Ziwelly with extremely technological equipment and devices that were stored to be used only in moments of risk. The systems had the ability to trap living beings through the propagation of electromagnetic waves, which immobilized the creature from moving, making it even difficult to breathe. 

The tension was growing more and more. The humans panicked, all of them were being captured by the aliens' technological devices. Matthew and Willian were desolated, and it was at that moment that Matthew was driven by anger and tried to attack Ziwelly. However, the alien killed him with a laser stuck directly into his uniform, exactly where the oxygen tanks were. Slowly, Matthew began to lose his breath:

- I...Can't breathe! Help! 

There was nothing that could be done, all human support equipment was occupied and destroyed by the extraterrestrial team. 

After 30 minutes of such despair and panic, Matthew dies, and his body sails through outer space. 

William, now alone, didn’t have another option but to surrender. Ziwelly locked him in a kind of glass cage, where he stayed for long hours. During this time, the aliens applied a device with an extremely toxic gas to planet earth, which replaced oxygen in a few hours, killing the entire Earth population by asphyxiation. 
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So, William was the only human that survived in the whole universe. He and the aliens entered the planet. The Aliens worked on capturing assets for a long period. During all this time, William remained trapped in the glass cage, since, if he got out, he would die due to the toxic air. The oxygen gas in his cage was the only one left in the world. 

William spent around 2 years in great suffering, when he finally passed away. His body was exposed in the alien museum, where it was used for studies and observation as a historical element. 

And so, planet earth came to be dominated by a new species that changed the course of the universe and technology forever. 
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The Mortal Silence

Ana Luiza Sobral

"Hi, Mike!" I said excited and happy to see my best friend, but unexpectedly it was followed by a look of distress and a deafening silence. Mike was different. I don't know exactly what had changed, he had probably grown up (like all the boys in my year), but there was something more, his blue eyes gave me a terrible feeling of guilt, but what guilt? I sincerely do not know. 

We spent our entire summer vacation without talking to each other, which is very strange, because we actually do everything together. However, I am not to be blamed for this mortal silence between my best friend and me, because I have sent a message to 12

him every day. Maybe he was too busy at summer camp. Or maybe something had happened, but what? 

In any case, nothing justified him passing by me at school and pretending that I didn't exist. What kind of friend does that? To make matters worse, our classrooms have changed this year. For some reason, he is no longer in mine, which would potentially get in the way of me finding out what was going on with Mike. 

Before classes started, Jassie came to me and we hugged a lot. I missed her a lot, and because she was Mike's sister, I imagined she would know the reason for the sudden silence. That's why I asked: -Jassie, do you know why your brother avoided me all summer? - hmm... annn... he walked a lot..., my friend was interrupted by the bell, it was time to get back to the routine. - Talk to you later - I told her. 

I couldn't stop thinking about what happened to Mike. After the first classes, I asked teacher Lily to let me go drink water, and that's when I saw my best friend talking on the cell phone, he said:

- No one can find out, especially her. 

It scared me, so I approached and said seriously:

- What's happening to you? 

He replied:

- You need... That's when I woke up on my first day of vacation. I thought it was strange, but I soon realized it was just a dream. Then I looked at my cell phone and Mike hadn't replied to my message from the previous night. Could it be that my dream was some kind of warning about what could happen to my best friend? Regardless of my strange dream, which despite seeming silly, I didn't have a good feeling. Therefore, I will keep an eye out for possible mysteries. 
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In The way for glory

Antonio Borges

London, England. 

March 31, 1619

Dear Captain Robert, 

Today, by The morning, It has come to me the sad news that Pirate Edwing died in a brutal fight against Pirate Edward at the Caribbean seas, and because of that, Edward and his devilish Pirates are closer than ever to get the dreamed treasures buried at The Saint John Island. I'm giving you my best warship, hoping that you and your pirates destroy Edward and his ship, so that England can expand its territory. Then I'll allow you to have all of its treasures. By the end of the year I'm convinced you and your partner William will bring to me Edwardś head. 

With honor, King Adam. 

Robert and his Pirates accepted the challenge and began the way to the Caribbean the next week. 

Month 1

Last night, the crew faced a terrible storm. From The fifty men who arrived, two of them died and the estimation is seventy days of navigation. 
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Month 2

Pirate William saw an Island and Captain Robert decided to do a two day stop to clean and organize the ship, kill some animals and allow his pirates to rest for a while. 

Months 3-4

The crew arrived at the Caribbean. 

- I remembered Edwing told me that Edward was a nice guy, but he was betrayed by his birth country, Spain. The king took all of his possessions when he was in Africa. His brother sent a letter explaining what happened. After that, he went crazy and promised to destroy all the ships that crossed the Caribbean Oceans. - Said William

-I didn't know this side of the story, but this doesn't justify what he did to Edwing. We have to destroy him. - said Captain Robert. 

- Look, Ewing‘s ship is there - Said one pirate. 
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