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Physical Characteristics of the White Shepherd


(from the United Kennel Club standard)


Head: Proportional to the size of the dog. The skull and muzzle are of equal length, parallel to one another, and joined at a moderate stop.


Skull: Broad and nearly flat.


Eyes: Brown, of medium size, almond-shaped, and set slightly obliquely.
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Ears: Erect, moderately pointed, of medium size, broad at the base, and set high. Ear leather is firm. When the dog is alert, the center lines of the ears, viewed from the front, are perpendicular to the ground and parallel to each other.


Neck: Length is proportional to the size of the head. The neck is strong, muscular, and dry. Typical carriage of the head is forward rather than up, particularly when the dog is in motion.


Muzzle: The muzzle is strong and dry with well-developed jaws. Lips are tight and darkly pigmented.


Chest: Deep with the brisket reaching to the elbows.


Forequarters: Shoulder blades are long, well laid back (about 35 degrees from the vertical), and laid flat to the body with the upper tips fairly close together. Shoulders and upper arms are well muscled but never loaded. The upper arm appears to be equal in length to the shoulder blade and joins it at an angle of about 102 degrees. Elbows are close to the body. From the pasterns to the elbows, the forelegs are straight and strong with oval-shaped bones that are substantial, but not excessive. Pasterns are strong and springy, sloping at about 25 degrees. The length of the forelegs is equal to or just slightly greater than half the height of the dog, measured at the withers.


Coat: Weather-resistant double coat. The outer coat is medium length, dense, straight, harsh, and close lying. The undercoat is short, thick, and fine in texture. At the neck, the coat may be slightly longer and heavier, particularly in males. The hair on the back of the legs is slightly longer than on the front. The coat on the rump and underside of the tail is longer and thicker than the body coat. The head and ears are covered with a smooth, somewhat softer hair while the hair covering the legs and paws has a harsher texture.


Feet: Round and compact, with toes well arched. Pads are thick, hard, and darkly pigmented. Nails are strong. Front dewclaws may be removed but are normally left intact. Rear dewclaws, if any, are removed.


Body: Solid without bulkiness and should be shown in lean, hard physical condition. A properly proportioned White Shepherd is longer (measured from prosternum to point of buttocks) than tall (measured from the withers to the ground) in a ratio of 10 to 8. Loin is broad, strong, and relatively short. Croup is long and gradually sloping at an angle, flowing smoothly into a low set tail. The forechest is well filled and the prosternum is prominent.


Hindquarters: Broad and muscular and in balance with the forequarters. The pelvis lies tilted backward at an approximate angle of 35 degrees from the horizontal. The femur drops almost vertically from the hip socket, forming an approximate 125 degree angle with the pelvis. The upper and lower thighs are roughly the same length. The stifles are well bent and the rear pasterns are short, clean, and perpendicular to the ground. When standing or moving, there must be no tendency for the hocks to turn in or out.


Tail: Set on low in a natural extension of the sloping croup. The tail extends at least to the hock joint and usually below. The ideal tail carriage is at or slightly below a vertical line extending from its base.


Color: Pure white. Skin color is pink to gray, with gray preferred. Nose, lips, eye rims, and pads are fully pigmented and black in color.


Height and Weight: Ideal height and weight at maturity is 25 inches and 75-85 pounds for males, and 23 inches and about 60-70 pounds for females. Acceptable range of height is one inch of height in either direction of the ideal.
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As depicted by these historical postcards, the White Shepherd has been a popular dog for many years.
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INTRODUCTION


Noble, intelligent, loyal, alert, versatile and stunning—these are just a few of the adjectives that describe the White Shepherd. Most of us remember the first time we saw a White Shepherd—it took our breath away and having one for ourselves became a dream we had to fulfill. Many had White Shepherds as family companions when they were children and are thrilled to find that there are others who love and are dedicated to this breed.


Some researchers believe that dogs have been “man’s best friend” for 12,000 years or possibly much longer. Clearly, the White Shepherd is “our best friend”! This book is intended for anyone who has ever loved one of these dogs and marveled at its beauty, loyalty and intelligence. Whether it is called the White Shepherd, the white-coated German Shepherd Dog or the Berger Blanc Suisse (White Swiss Shepherd), there are many people worldwide who are devoted to bringing this breed to its rightful place in the pure-bred dog world. This book addresses both the facts and the myths surrounding this elegant and beautiful dog.


Furthermore it will meet the needs of the first-time owner of these wonderful companion animals, while at the same time painting a picture of what the person who desires an outstanding conformation show dog or versatile performance dog can expect from this breed. The least a White Shepherd owner can expect is a lifelong loving bond between him and his four-footed best friend. It will also serve as a breed-specific guide and reference for his personal use, or in the case of breeders, for their puppy buyers.


If you have decided to open your heart to a White Shepherd, this book will provide you with the necessary information to make the right decision for you and your family. This is an active breed with a desire to work and to play. If you love the outdoors and activity, you have found your perfect companion. If you love to have your dog curl up at your feet, you have found the right dog. If you like to take your dog wherever you go, this dog is always ready. If you want to do performance events or therapy work, this dog will fit your needs. We can’t think of anything you might want from a companion animal that you wouldn’t get in spades from this breed. It truly is a well-rounded breed that can accomplish any task.
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CANIS LUPUS


“Grandma, what big teeth you have!” The gray wolf, a familiar figure in fairy tales and legends, has had its reputation tarnished and its population pummeled over the centuries. Yet it is the descendants of this much-feared creature to which we open our homes and hearts. Our beloved dog, Canis domesticus, derives directly from the gray wolf, a highly social canine that lives in elaborately structured packs. In the wild, the gray wolf can range from 60 to 175 pounds, standing between 25 and 40 inches in height.





ORIGINS OF THE BREED


Those who research the canids believe that many centuries of evolution produced today’s domestic dog. Evidence such as ancient drawings and a variety of archeological evidence seem to support these beliefs. The exact ancestor of the dog is a matter of strong debate among canine researchers. There is strong evidence that the dog is directly related to the wolf and evidence that the dog is not directly descended from the wolf but only a close relative.


The first job of dogs was to guard the cave and the livestock. Over thousands of years, the herding dog came into being. Many of the ancient herding dogs have developed into separate breeds and some have become extinct. Many countries boast a herding dog. Herding dogs like the Corgi, Puli, Bouvier des Flandres, Collie and German Shepherd Dog can be found in a variety of shapes, colors and temperaments as well as coat types. These dogs were trained to herd a variety of animals, such as ducks, goats, sheep and cattle. The work of herding was important in the past and is important today. Herding dogs today are used to herd animals on farms or ranches. In some places they are also used to herd goats alongside highways while the goats are busy “mowing” the vegetation. This is important and dangerous work for the goats, the herding dog and the handler.


The White Shepherd is a direct descendant of the German Shepherd Dog. The German Shepherd Dog was developed and promoted by Max von Stephanitz, a German cavalry officer. He had been interested in breeding dogs for some time, particularly the sheep-herding dogs found in Germany. The dogs varied in size, build, type and color, including white, but were all intelligent and very interested in working. There were also many guardian breeds that were used to protect the flock and the shepherd. They were usually large and almost always white in color.


During the late 1800s, there were many different herding dogs working in the region. There were basically three types. The first was a fleet, shaggy, mediumsized dog referred to as a Sharfpudel (sheep-poodle). The second was the Huetespitz (shepherd-spitz), which was larger, had prick ears and was longer in coat. The Huetespitz was almost always white. The third type was the Huetehund (shepherd dog), which had smooth, medium-length hair and semi-prick ears. The Sharfpudel type and the Huetehund type often were various shades of white also.




THE FUTURE OF THE WHITE SHEPHERD


The White Shepherd has been recognized as a distinct and separate breed of herding dog with the United Kennel Club, many rare-breed clubs and the international organization of dog kennel clubs, the Fédération Cynologique Internationale (FCI). At this time, the white-coated German Shepherd is still registered with the American Kennel Club but is disqualified from being shown. Work is progressing to help the White Shepherd gain full acceptance with the AKC as a fully recognized breed of dog.
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This photo from 1927 shows “Faust,” billed as the only pure-white German Shepherd police dog in the United States at the time.


All three types often were interbred to create somewhat nondescript dogs of various colors and coat lengths, with some having prick ears and others having drop or semi-prick ears. The size of these dogs also varied from light, quick-moving dogs to larger, lumbering stock-dog types. Again, even though the dogs varied greatly in appearance, they all were extremely intelligent and willing to work.
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Western-themed adventures were very popular in the mid-20th century, and the White Shepherd certainly played its part.
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The White Shepherd graces the covers of two historical dog magazines
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The Dog Fancier from 1923 and The Tail-Wagger Magazine from 1943.
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Continuing with the Western theme, “Flash” leads a horse at a horse-trainer’s stable in Florida in 1942.


In 1899, Captain Max von Stephanitz bought a working shepherd dog named Hektor Linsheim. He then changed this dog’s name to Horand von Grafrath. Horand was a large dog, 24 inches tall, with good bone and clean lines. He was athletic, strong and full of life. Photographs of him show the distinctive German Shepherd head, ears and expression. Horand was whelped January 1, 1895.
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The White Shepherd is a direct descendant of the German Shepherd Dog, though a white German Shepherd is unable to compete in AKC conformation showing.


The grandsire of Horand was Grief, born in 1879. Grief was white in color and was from strong working stock. Grief was exhibited in several shows during the late 1800s, and there are records of his appearance in many historical books. Several of Grief’s siblings and also some of his offspring were white in color and were exhibited in shows in Germany in the late 1800s. Baron von Knigge, Master of the Hounds of Beyenrode, owned Grief and many of his relations.


From that time forward the color white has been a part of the genetics of the German Shepherd Dog. Horand was inbred and line bred many times to “set” the prototype for the German Shepherd Dog. Many of Horand’s offspring and grandchildren were white in color. The gene for white coat color is recessive; thus both parents must carry this gene to produce white puppies.


The same year that Horand was purchased, Captain von Stephanitz and a friend founded the Verein für Deutsche Schaferhunde (SV), or Club for German Shepherds, and Horand became the first registered German Shepherd Dog. As the club began to have shows, Captain von Stephanitz judged each show, therefore guiding the development of this new breed, which produced a new pure-bred dog of great intelligence, nobility and usefulness. He looked for a dog with a sound mind and a sound body. Along with Horand, von Stephanitz used a variety of German sheepdogs as his foundation stock. He used dogs of various colors, including white. Because the color white was used in breeding to Horand, the foundation dog, that gene was strongly present in the background of German Shepherd Dogs, and it is still present in many German Shepherd Dogs today.


The German Shepherd Dog arrived in America around 1906, as breeders began importing the dogs from Germany. By 1912 the breed was beginning to increase in number and several founding kennels had begun, including ones belonging to Benjamin Throop of Pennsylvania and Miss Ann Tracy of New York. White GSDs were present in these kennels and in most bloodlines coming into the US.


During the late 1940s and early 1950s, Lloyd C. Brackett’s Long-Worth kennels dominated the GSD breed. The Long-Worth line produced many outstanding white dogs, and these bloodlines are found more often in pedigrees of today’s outstanding American White Shepherd lines than any other. Mrs. Geraldine Dodge also was a strong supporter of the white-coated GSD during that period of time. She wrote many times about coat color.


History tells us that in the 1930s those in control of the German Shepherd Dog and its breed standard decided to narrow the amount of variance and type within the breed. Dogs with hanging ears, long coats, size extremes and white coloration were deemed undesirable. In the European countries, the white-coated German Shepherd Dog was almost completely eliminated.


In 1959, the German Shepherd Dog Club of America (GSDCA) standard was revised to read, “Predominately white dogs and albinos are disqualified.” What this meant was that the white German Shepherd Dog could no longer be shown in the American Kennel Club (AKC) conformation ring. This is still true today. However, white-coated German Shepherd Dogs may still be registered by the AKC.


In the late 1960s the white-coated dog was being excluded or culled from the German Shepherd Dog breeding programs in the United States. However, by breeding white-coated dogs to other white-coated dogs, the number of whites continued to increase in this country and is still increasing today. In the early 1970s many whites were exported to Europe and scores of other countries around the world. Here in the United States there has always been a strong following of the White Shepherd among people who knew what the breed could offer the world. Since its disqualification by the GSD standard, it has evolved into a separate breed with distinct breed standards.
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The White Shepherd was no stranger to the glamorous life in the middle of the 20th century.


According to the American White Shepherd Association (AWSA), the White Shepherd is one of the world’s most beautiful and useful breeds. It has retained the structure of the early German Shepherd Dogs. Pictures of German Shepherd Dogs from the 1920s and 1930s closely resemble the White Shepherd. This may be seen in the strong, level back and lack of extreme angulation that is evident in many traditional German Shepherds of today. The goal of the American White Shepherd Association is to produce a dog that is structurally sound and has the ability and the willingness to serve humanity.


There are a number of clubs that exist today to promote the White Shepherd Dog. In 1995, The American White Shepherd Association was established in order to promote the acceptance of the White Shepherd as a new breed by the AKC. On April 14, 1999, the United Kennel Club (UKC), the second largest kennel club in the United States, officially recognized the White Shepherd as a separate and distinct breed of herding dog. This new breed was able to be shown in the UKC conformation ring starting in January, 2000.
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A meeting of the Von Tasz and Royal Acres kennels includes Polo, Sassy, Oscar, Isaac, Angus, Maggie and Samson.


On December 18, 2002 the Fédération Cynologique Internationale (FCI) at long last accepted the Berger Blanc Suisse (White Swiss Shepherd) as a separate breed. The Fédération Cynologique Internationale has its home office in Belgium and was formed to link all countries’ all-breed dog clubs internationally in the interest of worldwide uniformity of breed standards. Many countries of the world belong to the FCI, including all of continental Europe; parts of Asia, the Middle East and Africa; and most of South America. The most interesting exceptions in the rest of the world are Canada, the United States and England. However, the FCI has reciprocal agreements with the major kennel clubs of those countries even though those same kennel clubs are not actual members.


The FCI was able to recognize that the White Swiss Shepherd is not just a disqualifying fault of the German Shepherd Dog, or even worse, the albino version. Instead they clearly saw the most obvious difference, which is a more horizontal and gradually sloping back of the White Shepherd dog. Furthermore, they were able to see some of the small differences that have evolved over approximately 90 years of the German Shepherd Dog and White Shepherd breeds that have been kept and bred separately. The White Shepherd has been developed and used mainly as an intelligent partner and working family companion, with less emphasis on guardian work. As a result, they have the same desire to please and ability to be trained in any aspect that is required of them, but they are generally somewhat easier to live with. According to the Fédération Cynologique Internationale, the existing white variety of the German Shepherd Dog is essentially different from the White Swiss Shepherd. The White Shepherd Club of Canada (WSCC) is another club that exists to promote the White Shepherd.
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PHOTO COURTESY OF ABC PRESS RELATIONS.















James Franciscus as Mike Longstreet and White Shepherd Pax on location in New Orleans. This press photo was used to promote the Longstreet pilot movie.


As you can see, the history of the White Shepherd is both old and new. As with all new breeds there may be a lot of controversy surrounding the ancestry of that particular breed. However, the breeders and owners who love this strikingly beautiful, versatile and noble breed are growing in number. When prospective owners discover the unbelievable personality and temperament of these fine dogs, as well as their devotion to their family and ability to compete in all performance events, they become extremely attracted to the well-rounded White Shepherd.


KENNELS OF THE PRESENT


Many of the following breeders have been actively breeding and exhibiting their White Shepherds for multiple decades. Their active participation in the White Shepherd clubs, coupled with their efforts to proactively promote the breed in the public eye, make them deserving of recognition. We salute the following breeding programs and breeders:


Beadog, Denise Mencke, New York; Braehead, Susan Ewart, Massachusetts; Crystal, Pam and Michelle Koons, Michigan; Eis Haus, Heather MacLeod, Canada; Furrari, Marion Lopizzo, Canada; Hoofprint, Joanne Chanyi, Ontario; Hylowe, Julie Tittl, Michigan; K-Way, Roger and Sherry Kirchway, Texas; Klotz Kountry, Teri Klotz, Indiana; Lynsden, Lynda Proulx, Ontario; Moonshadow, Licia Babb, Texas; Proud’s, Jen Proud, Illinois; Regalwise, Ronda Beaupre, Kansas; Rin Tin Tin, Daphne Hereford, Texas; Ro-Ann’s, Anne Utter, Tennesee; Royal, Jean Reeves, Indiana; Sandhill, Brad and Julie Hansen, Iowa; Snowcloud, Alice Horton, Illinois; Stafford, Margaret Stafford, Indiana; Surefire, Rhonda McMahan, Washington; Sunny Acres, Dorothy and June Pearsall, East Coast; Tenderluv, Martha Andrew and Doug Stroud, Ontario; Tumbledown, Jonathan Peck, Indiana; Vantasia, Barb Hively, Maryland; Ve-Lin, Linda Gan, California; Von Tasz, Diana L. Updike, Michigan; White Fang, Bonnie Ogonowski, Connecticut; WillowWood, Jackie Wheeler, Michigan.


DESERVING OF SPECIAL RECOGNITION


This section brought back so many memories of great dogs, many of whom have passed on. Their memories couldn’t help but make me shed several sad and, yet at the same time, happy tears, so we hope that you enjoy reading about them as much as we enjoyed writing about them.


1950s: Harvey Bindle Offner (Chinook) was the star of almost 200 movies, fairs, stage and TV shows including Trail of the Yukon, Wolf Hunters, Snow Dog and The Northwest Mounted Police series. His pedigree goes directly back to many famous champions including the first registered German Shepherd Dog, Horand.




ROOTS OF THE WHITE SHEPHERD


The White Shepherd is a direct descendant of the German Shepherd Dog. There were several white-coated herding breeds that were used as foundation stock in producing the first specimens of GSD. There have always been naturally occurring white dogs with black pigmentation in the gene pool. In the early development of the breed, it was decided to narrow the variances seen in the GSD. Drop ears, long coats, white-coated dogs and over and undersized dogs were all deemed undesirable. However, the fanciers of the white-coated variety rallied behind this magnificent, regal and intelligent specimen and continued to advance and protect its place in the dog world. Many well known and renowned GSD foundation kennels here in the US imported and produced fabulous whites. These included Ann Tracy, Rin Tin Tin and Geraldine Dodge. The Rin Tin Tin lines are still producing exquisite white dogs. Though the white GSD is still disqualified within the AKC breed standard, the White Shepherd is recognized as a separate and distinct breed of herding dog with the UKC, the FCI and all rare-breed clubs. The future of these noble and stunning dogs is very bright, with nowhere to go but forward!
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