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Wallace D. Wattles' "Ultimate Collection" presents a comprehensive anthology of his most influential works, all encapsulated in one volume. This collection explores the foundational principles of personal development, wealth creation, and the Law of Attraction. Wattles' literary style is characterized by its clarity and directness, offering practical insights woven with philosophical undertones that reflect the New Thought movement of the early 20th century. The succinct prose is designed not only to inform but to inspire action, making profound concepts accessible to a wide audience seeking self-improvement and financial success. Wattles, an essential figure in the New Thought philosophy, faced financial difficulties that fueled his desire to understand and teach the principles of prosperity and success. His own struggles with wealth and personal fulfillment motivated him to explore the connection between thought and material reality, which is a recurring theme throughout his writing. This collection highlights his innovative ideas and adaptability in merging self-help with spirituality, illuminating his unique perspective on human potential. This anthology is highly recommended for readers interested in self-help and personal growth, as it encapsulates Wattles' transformative ideas that still resonate today. Whether you are a new seeker of knowledge or a seasoned enthusiast of prosperity principles, this ultimate collection serves as an invaluable resource, inviting you to journey towards achieving your fullest potential.
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In "Peace, Power & Plenty," Orison Swett Marden artfully intertwines motivational philosophy with practical guidance, exploring the profound relationship between inner peace, personal empowerment, and abundance. Marden's literary style is characterized by eloquent prose and a persuasive tone, drawing upon a blend of anecdotes, timeless wisdom, and actionable insights. Written during the late 19th century'Äîan era marked by rapid industrial growth and societal shifts'Äîthis work reflects the burgeoning self-help movement, where Marden seeks to inspire individuals toward achieving their highest potential through introspection and proactive living. Orison Swett Marden, a pivotal figure in the New Thought movement, faced numerous adversities in his life, including poverty and personal loss. These challenges ignited his passion for self-improvement and the belief that individuals possess the innate power to shape their destinies. Marden founded a philosophy centered around optimism and self-reliance, which is evident in the uplifting themes of "Peace, Power & Plenty," where he encourages the reader to embrace positivity and courage in the face of life's uncertainties. This book is a compelling read for anyone seeking to enhance their well-being and cultivate a more abundant life. Marden'Äôs insightful reflections and practical advice not only resonate on a personal level but also provide a broader understanding of the universal laws of success and fulfillment. Whether you are on a journey of self-discovery or looking to empower others, Marden's work remains a timeless resource for achieving peace, power, and plenty.
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Excellent Women, a seminal work in the canon of 20th-century British literature, artfully intertwines elements of social commentary and character study within its narrative. Set in the post-World War II era, the novel delves into the lives of women navigating a patriarchal society, exploring themes of independence, societal expectation, and personal identity. Written in a sharp, observational style characteristic of its literary context, the book juxtaposes the mundane with the profound, often using wit and irony to critique the status quo. The protagonist, Millicent, embodies the tensions of 'excellent women''Äîthose who excel in their roles yet grapple with their own desires for fulfillment beyond domestic spheres. Authored by Barbara Pym, a notable figure in English literature, Excellent Women reflects her own experiences and observations as a single woman in a male-dominated literary world. Pym'Äôs keen insights were shaped by her extensive academic background, particularly her studies in anthropology, which equipped her with a profound understanding of human relationships. Throughout her life, Pym drew inspiration from her encounters with various social circles, infusing her narrative with authenticity and depth. This novel is highly recommended for those seeking to explore the complexities of gender roles and societal standards in mid-20th century Britain. Pym'Äôs deft characterizations and subtle humor invite readers to reflect on the nuances of everyday life, making Excellent Women a compelling read for scholars and casual readers alike.
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In 'The Man in the Queue,' Josephine Tey introduces readers to a compelling mystery imbued with rich characterization and an exploration of societal norms in early 20th-century England. The narrative unfolds when a man is murdered in a queue outside a theater, thrusting Inspector Alan Grant into a labyrinthine investigation where the public's perceptions and prejudices become critical to solving the crime. Tey's skilled use of dialogue and vivid descriptions paints a lively backdrop, while her innovative plotting invites readers to grapple with themes of justice and morality, establishing this work as a trailblazer in the detective fiction genre. Josephine Tey, a prominent figure in the crime literature sphere, was known for her keen psychological insight and ability to weave historical context into her narratives. Her background as an accomplished playwright undoubtedly contributed to her narrative flair, while her personal experiences with social dynamics would have sharpened her understanding of human behavior. 'The Man in the Queue' showcases her ability to comment on the intricate web of social interactions, revealing the interplay between individual motives and collective assumptions. This novel is recommended for readers who appreciate intricate plots laced with social commentary and character depth. Tey's debut not only engages with suspenseful storytelling but also provides a fascinating lens through which to examine societal constructs of her era. A must-read for mystery aficionados and scholars of literature alike.
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In "A Writer's Diary," Virginia Woolf presents a rich tapestry of her reflections on the writing process, weaving together personal insights and literary musings that illuminate the struggles and joys of the creative endeavor. Written with her characteristic stream-of-consciousness style, this collection showcases Woolf's profound understanding of the artistic psyche and the intricacies of literary craftsmanship. Set against the backdrop of early 20th-century modernism, the diary entries reveal Woolf's engagement with contemporary thought, as she grapples with themes of identity, gender, and the complexities of narrative form. Virginia Woolf, a central figure in modernist literature, was not only an accomplished novelist but also a keen observer of her own creative journey. The diary entries span a period of significant literary evolution, offering readers a glimpse into the mind of a writer who sought to challenge societal norms and elevate the voice of women in literature. Her own struggles with mental health and the constraints of her time shaped her perspectives, providing depth to her reflections on both the art of writing and its implications for personal and societal truth. "A Writer's Diary" is an essential read for anyone interested in the mechanics of writing and the inner workings of a literary genius. Woolf's poignant observations resonate with both aspiring writers and seasoned professionals, making this work a timeless exploration of creativity that encourages readers to ponder their own artistic journeys. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the personal insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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    This volume gathers Wallace D. Wattles’s core trilogy—The Science of Getting Rich, The Science of Being Well, and The Science of Being Great—into a single, continuous reading experience. Conceived as complementary studies, these books articulate a practical philosophy aimed at ordered improvement in material life, physical vitality, and personal character. The scope of the collection is comprehensive within Wattles’s mature project: it presents the full sequence of his method as it applies to wealth, health, and greatness. Bringing them together highlights how each text answers questions posed by the others, yielding a coherent, stepwise framework for purposeful self-development.

The works assembled here are non-fiction treatises in the tradition of early twentieth-century personal development and New Thought writing. They are concise manuals rather than speculative essays or memoirs, organized in short chapters that advance clear propositions and practical instructions. The tone is didactic and directive, with an emphasis on application. Readers should expect prescriptive guidance and illustrative reasoning rather than narrative, dialogue, or lyric reflection. Across the trilogy, Wattles adopts the language of method and practice, presenting his ideas as a teachable discipline. As such, the set represents a unified body of instructional prose, not a miscellany of genres.

What unifies the trilogy is the claim that orderly thinking, ethical intention, and sustained action can be coordinated to produce constructive change. Each book reframes its subject—prosperity, well-being, or greatness—as a lawful undertaking, inviting readers to align belief, choice, and habit. Stylistically, Wattles favors plain diction, repetition for emphasis, and incremental argument, which together create momentum and clarity. He writes with urgency but avoids ornament, keeping the focus on principles and practice. The enduring significance of the collection lies in this blend of metaphysical confidence and practical method, a combination that has shaped subsequent self-help literature and continues to attract new audiences.

Within this larger architecture, each volume has a distinct emphasis. The Science of Getting Rich explores wealth as a constructive pursuit grounded in disciplined thought and effective action in one’s work. The Science of Being Well turns to health, arguing for habits of mind and living that support vitality and resilience. The Science of Being Great considers character, leadership, and the cultivation of a steady, generous will. Taken together, they trace a progression from external achievement to internal stature, suggesting that material success, physical well-being, and moral development can reinforce one another when approached as parts of a single, integrated practice.

These texts belong to the broader publication context of the New Thought movement in the United States in the early twentieth century, a milieu that emphasized mental causation and optimistic reform of personal life. Wattles’s contribution is distinguished by its pragmatic framing: he consistently couples mental discipline with industrious conduct and ethical regard for others. His outlook is neither purely speculative nor merely exhortative; it is structured as a method to be learned and applied. The trilogy shows how that method travels across domains without changing its core logic, thereby offering readers a consistent vocabulary for interpreting and directing their affairs.

The collection’s longevity owes much to its brevity and clarity. Each book proposes a defined program that many readers have tested in business, health routines, and self-culture. While the language reflects its era, the insistence on focus, purpose, and steadiness remains legible to contemporary concerns. The Science of Getting Rich, in particular, has had notable afterlives in modern personal development discourse, but its meaning is fullest when read alongside the companion volumes. In aggregate, the trilogy encourages a view of prosperity, wellness, and greatness as mutually informing endeavors rather than isolated goals, fostering a balanced orientation toward improvement.

Approached as a complete trilogy, this edition invites deliberate reading and practice. Some will proceed linearly, others will consult the volumes as needs arise; both approaches reveal cross-references and a cumulative design. The texts reward reflection, note-taking, and patient application, and they are written to be returned to as one’s circumstances evolve. Without promising quick fixes, Wattles presents a sustained argument for attentive thought and purposeful work as the basis of flourishing. Gathered here, his most influential works form a compact curriculum in practical idealism, ready to be studied as a whole or in its interlocking parts.
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    Wallace D. Wattles (1860–1911) wrote during the Progressive Era, when Americans sought practical systems for prosperity, health, and character. His trilogy—The Science of Getting Rich, The Science of Being Well, and The Science of Being Great—appeared in 1910–1911 through Elizabeth Towne’s publishing house in Holyoke, Massachusetts, after he had contributed essays to her New Thought journal, The Nautilus (founded 1898). Raised and active in the Midwest, Wattles framed personal transformation in the language of “science,” reflecting the period’s faith that disciplined methods could reliably produce results. The trilogy distilled metaphysical ideas circulating since the 1880s into concise manuals aimed at household readers and small-town strivers across the nation.

From the 1880s to 1910s, the United States was reshaped by rapid industrialization, corporate consolidation, and recurring panics (notably 1893 and 1907). Debates over wealth took form in Andrew Carnegie’s “Gospel of Wealth” (1889), labor conflicts such as Homestead (1892) and the Pullman Strike (1894), and Progressive trust-busting under Theodore Roosevelt (1901–1909). In the Midwest, Eugene V. Debs of Terre Haute, Indiana, led socialist campaigns (1900, 1904, 1908), pressing moral questions about distribution and merit. At the same time, Frederick W. Taylor’s efficiency doctrines culminated in The Principles of Scientific Management (1911). Wattles’ insistence on a “certain way” harmonized with this climate, tying disciplined thought and action to lawful, reproducible attainment.

Wattles wrote within the New Thought milieu that grew from the “mind-cure” work of Phineas P. Quimby (1802–1866) and the wider metaphysical ferment that included Mary Baker Eddy’s Science and Health (1875). Horatio W. Dresser popularized the term “New Thought” in the 1890s, while teachers such as Emma Curtis Hopkins (Chicago), the Fillmores’ Unity (Kansas City, 1889), Thomas Troward’s Edinburgh Lectures on Mental Science (1904), and Ralph Waldo Trine’s In Tune with the Infinite (1897) supplied a shared vocabulary of mental causation, idealism, and prayerful affirmation. Wattles adapted these currents for lay readers, synthesizing metaphysical causality with everyday aims—money, vitality, and moral stature—into a single, coherent program.

Public health and “nature cure” movements strongly colored the era’s self-culture. Germ theory had been widely accepted by 1900, yet many Americans also pursued hygienic reforms, dietetics, and physical culture through institutions such as John Harvey Kellogg’s Battle Creek Sanitarium (Michigan) and Bernarr Macfadden’s Physical Culture magazine (founded 1899). The Pure Food and Drug Act (1906) targeted patent-medicine abuses, while tuberculosis campaigns and municipal sanitation advanced preventive care. New Thought writers proposed that mental states influence bodily conditions, an idea debated alongside orthodox medicine. Wattles’ program joined moral hygiene with practical regimen—rest, nutrition, and ordered habits—casting health as a disciplined outcome of thought, purpose, and constructive daily routine.

Religious reform supplied a moral frame that linked prosperity, wellness, and character. The Social Gospel, articulated by Walter Rauschenbusch in Christianity and the Social Crisis (1907), urged that faith address poverty and industrial injustice. Emerson’s ethic of self-reliance and self-culture, popular since the 1840s, remained a touchstone for personal mastery. New Thought congregations and study groups, from Chicago to Kansas City, developed nonsectarian practices—affirmation, meditation, and metaphysical Bible reading—that encouraged adherents to see spiritual law operating in ordinary affairs. Wattles’ trilogy situated individual advancement within this ethical horizon, arguing that constructive service, orderly living, and mental poise comprise a unified path to greatness, usefulness, and sufficiency.

The print and lecture economy of the fin de siècle amplified ideas like Wattles’. Chautauqua assemblies and lyceum circuits spread adult education across small towns after the 1870s. Cheap reprints, postal reforms, and mail-order courses let publishers reach national audiences. Elizabeth Towne’s Nautilus (Holyoke, 1898) and Orison Swett Marden’s Success magazine (New York, 1897) provided a steady market for success philosophy and mental science. Wattles’ concise books, issued in Holyoke in 1910–1911 and excerpted in magazines, were tailored to this infrastructure: short chapters, direct imperatives, and home-study exercises. The trilogy’s portability made it a practical curriculum for readers far from urban universities or denominational seminaries.

The language of “science” in Wattles’ titles reflects a broader intellectual strategy. Pragmatists like William James (Varieties of Religious Experience, 1902) validated experience and result as tests of truth, while Ernst Haeckel’s monism (The Riddle of the Universe, 1899) and popularized Spencerian evolution promised a unified, law-governed cosmos. The “new psychology,” influenced by the Nancy School’s studies of suggestion in the 1880s, offered mechanisms—attention, belief, habit—by which thought might shape conduct and health. Wattles recast these strands into accessible rules: the disciplined imagination, gratitude as method, and steady, efficient action. Wealth, wellness, and greatness thus appear not as accidents, but as lawful effects of applied mental order.

Progressive reform also encouraged civic responsibility in personal advancement. Trust-busting legislation, municipal reform, and women’s club activism intersected with widening suffrage campaigns in the 1900s. The Socialist Party of America formed in 1901, with Midwestern strongholds and national campaigns by Debs, sharpening debates over social cooperation versus rugged individualism. Working from Indiana and publishing in Massachusetts, Wattles sought a synthesis: individual transformation aligned with social betterment through productive, ethical work. He died in 1911, as the Progressive tide crested and scientific management spread. The trilogy endures as a document of its moment, translating reform-era confidence in method into a portable discipline of mind, body, and character.
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    The Science of Getting Rich

A practical-philosophical guide that asserts wealth is attained by thinking and acting in a 'certain way'—holding a clear vision, cultivating gratitude and faith, and taking efficient, purposeful action on a creative rather than competitive plane. It outlines repeatable steps for aligning thought and conduct to increase life for oneself and others.

The Science of Being Well

A mind–body program claiming health follows from right thinking combined with simple physical practices such as proper breathing, eating, rest, and exercise. It emphasizes disciplined thought, mental imagery, and rejection of fear-based views of disease to restore and maintain wellness.

The Science of Being Great

An argument that personal greatness comes from recognizing unity with a creative power and deliberately shaping character, thought, and service. It offers methods to develop self-reliance, purposeful will, and benevolent action to express one’s highest potential.
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THIS book is pragmatical, not philosophical; a practical manual, not a treatise upon theories. It is intended for the men and women whose most pressing need is for money; who wish to get rich first, and philosophize afterward. It is for those who have, so far, found neither the time, the means, nor the opportunity to go deeply into the study of metaphysics, but who want results and who are willing to take the conclusions of science as a basis for action, without going into all the processes by which those conclusions were reached.

It is expected that the reader will take the fundamental statements upon faith, just as he would take statements concerning a law of electrical action if they were promulgated by a Marconi or an Edison; and, taking the statements upon faith, that he will prove their truth by acting upon them without fear or hesitation. Every man or woman who does this will certainly get rich; for the science herein applied is an exact science, and failure is impossible. For the benefit, however, of those who wish to investigate philosophical theories and so secure a logical basis for faith, I will here cite certain authorities.

The monistic theory of the universe the theory that One is All, and that All is One; That one Substance manifests itself as the seeming many elements of the material world -is of Hindu origin, and has been gradually winning its way into the thought of the western world for two hundred years. It is the foundation of all the Oriental philosophies, and of those of Descartes, Spinoza, Leibnitz, Schopenhauer, Hegel, and Emerson.

The reader who would dig to the philosophical foundations of this is advised to read Hegel and Emerson for himself.

In writing this book I have sacrificed all other considerations to plainness and simplicity of style, so that all might understand. The plan of action laid down herein was deduced from the conclusions of philosophy; it has been thoroughly tested, and bears the supreme test of practical experiment; it works. If you wish to know how the conclusions were arrived at, read the writings of the authors mentioned above; and if you wish to reap the fruits of their philosophies in actual practice, read this book and do exactly as it tells you to do----

The Author
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WHATEVER may be said in praise of poverty, the fact remains that it is not possible to live a really complete or successful life unless one is rich. No man can rise to his greatest possible height in talent or soul development unless he has plenty of money; for to unfold the soul and to develop talent he must have many things to use, and he cannot have these things unless he has money to buy them with.

A man develops in mind, soul, and body by making use of things, and society is so organized that man must have money in order to become the possessor of things; therefore, the basis of all advancement for man must be the science of getting rich.

The object of all life is development; and everything that lives has an inalienable right to all the development it is capable of attaining.

Man's right to life means his right to have the free and unrestricted use of all the things which may be necessary to his fullest mental, spiritual, and physical unfoldment; or, in other words, his right to be rich.

In this book, I shall not speak of riches in a figurative way; to be really rich does not mean to be satisfied or contented with a little. No man ought to be satisfied with a little if he is capable of using and enjoying more. The purpose of Nature is the advancement and unfoldment of life; and every man should have all that can contribute to the power, elegance, beauty, and richness of life; to be content with less is sinful.

The man who owns all he wants for the living of all the life he is capable of living is rich; and no man who has not plenty of money can have all he wants. Life has advanced so far, and become so complex, that even the most ordinary man or woman requires a great amount of wealth in order to live in a manner that even approaches completeness. Every person naturally wants to become all that they are capable of becoming; this desire to realize innate possibilities is inherent in human nature; we cannot help wanting to be all that we can be. Success in life is becoming what you want to be; you can become what you want to be only by making use of things, and you can have the free use of things only as you become rich enough to buy them. To understand the science of getting rich is therefore the most essential of all knowledge.

There is nothing wrong in wanting to get rich. The desire for riches is really the desire for a richer, fuller, and more abundant life; and that desire is praise worthy. The man who does not desire to live more abundantly is abnormal, and so the man who does not desire to have money enough to buy all he wants is abnormal.

There are three motives for which we live; we live for the body, we live for the mind, we live for the soul. No one of these is better or holier than the other; all are alike desirable, and no one of the three--body, mind, or soul--can live fully if either of the others is cut short of full life and expression. It is not right or noble to live only for the soul and deny mind or body; and it is wrong to live for the intellect and deny body or soul.

We are all acquainted with the loathsome consequences of living for the body and denying both mind and soul; and we see that real life means the complete expression of all that man can give forth through body, mind, and soul. Whatever he can say, no man can be really happy or satisfied unless his body is living fully in every function, and unless the same is true of his mind and his soul. Wherever there is unexpressed possibility, or function not performed, there is unsatisfied desire. Desire is possibility seeking expression, or function seeking performance.

Man cannot live fully in body without good food, comfortable clothing, and warm shelter; and without freedom from excessive toil. Rest and recreation are also necessary to his physical life.

He cannot live fully in mind without books and time to study them, without opportunity for travel and observation, or without intellectual companionship.

To live fully in mind he must have intellectual recreations, and must surround himself with all the objects of art and beauty he is capable of using and appreciating.

To live fully in soul, man must have love; and love is denied expression by poverty.

A man's highest happiness is found in the bestowal of benefits on those he loves; love finds its most natural and spontaneous expression in giving. The man who has nothing to give cannot fill his place as a husband or father, as a citizen, or as a man. It is in the use of material things that a man finds full life for his body, develops his mind, and unfolds his soul. It is therefore of supreme importance to him that he should be rich.

It is perfectly right that you should desire to be rich; if you are a normal man or woman you cannot help doing so. It is perfectly right that you should give your best attention to the Science of Getting Rich, for it is the noblest and most necessary of all studies. If you neglect this study, you are derelict in your duty to yourself, to God and humanity; for you can render to God and humanity no greater service than to make the most of yourself.


Chapter 2: There is A Science of Getting Rich


Table of Contents


THERE is a Science of getting rich, and it is an exact science, like algebra or arithmetic. There are certain laws which govern the process of acquiring riches; once these laws are learned and obeyed by any man, he will get rich with mathematical certainty.

The ownership of money and property comes as a result of doing things in a certain way; those who do things in this Certain Way, whether on purpose or accidentally, get rich; while those who do not do things in this Certain Way, no matter how hard they work or how able they are, remain poor.

It is a natural law that like causes always produce like effects; and, therefore, any man or woman who learns to do things in this certain way will infallibly get rich.

That the above statement is true is shown by the following facts:

Getting rich is not a matter of environment, for, if it were, all the people in certain neighborhoods would become wealthy; the people of one city would all be rich, while those of other towns would all be poor; or the inhabitants of one state would roll in wealth, while those of an adjoining state would be in poverty.

But everywhere we see rich and poor living side by side, in the same environment, and often engaged in the same vocations. When two men are in the same locality, and in the same business, and one gets rich while the other remains poor, it shows that getting rich is not, primarily, a matter of environment. Some environments may be more favorable than others, but when two men in the same business are in the same neighborhood, and one gets rich while the other fails, it indicates that getting rich is the result of doing things in a Certain Way.

And further, the ability to do things in this certain way is not due solely to the possession of talent, for many people who have great talent remain poor, while other who have very little talent get rich.

Studying the people who have got rich, we find that they are an average lot in all respects, having no greater talents and abilities than other men. It is evident that they do not get rich because they possess talents and abilities that other men have not, but because they happen to do things in a Certain Way.

Getting rich is not the result of saving, or "thrift"; many very penurious people are poor, while free spenders often get rich.

Nor is getting rich due to doing things which others fail to do; for two men in the same business often do almost exactly the same things, and one gets rich while the other remains poor or becomes bankrupt.
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