

[image: image]




Physical Characteristics of the American Staffordshire Terrier


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Head: Medium length, deep through, broad skull, very pronounced cheek muscles, distinct stop.


Ears: Cropped or uncropped, the latter preferred.


Eyes: Dark and round, low down in skull and set far apart.
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Nose: Definitely black.


Neck: Heavy, slightly arched, tapering from shoulders to back of skull.


Muzzle: Medium length, rounded on upper side to fall away abruptly below eyes.


Jaws: Well defined.


Lips: Close and even, no looseness.


Shoulders: Strong and muscular with blades wide and sloping.


Body: Well-sprung ribs, deep in rear. Forelegs set rather wide apart to permit chest development.


Chest: Deep and broad.


Legs: The front legs should be straight, large or round bones, pastern upright.


Feet: Moderate size, well-arched and compact.


Back: Fairly short. Slight sloping from withers to rump with gentle short slope at rump to base of tail. Loins slightly tucked.


Tail: Short in comparison to size, low set, tapering to a fine point.


Coat: Short, close, stiff to the touch, and glossy.


Color: Any color, solid, parti, or patched is permissible.


Hindquarters: Well-muscled, let down at hocks.


Size: Height and weight should be in proportion. A height of about 18 to 19 inches at shoulders for the male and 17 to 18 inches for the female is to be considered preferable.
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Behind the impressive musculature and iron determination of the American Staffordshire Terrier flows the blood of mastiffs of 3,000 years ago.
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How can a dog possibly be so perfect? One must look to the development of the breed, which begins as long ago as 800 BC, when Phoenician traders first brought to England a strain of mastiff from Asia. The original mastiffs were bred to bring down, fight or hold large and aggressive prey such as wild boars, bears or big cats—animals that are as likely to fight as to run away. Ancient mastiffs had incredible fighting ability and courage and were highly prized throughout Asia and Europe.


Around 400 AD, a second strain of very tough mastiff reached English shores. This dog was called the Alaunt. English butchers and farmers turned the Alaunt into the world’s first true bulldog (then referred to as the “bulldogge”). In medieval times, the working English Bulldogge was the first dog to develop the so-called lockjaw grip, which really has more to do with a dog’s gameness than any structural difference in its jaw. These Bulldogges had the ability to chase, catch and hang onto the nose, cheek or throat of a much larger animal and not let go—no matter how hard the beast struggled or how much punishment the dog was forced to absorb. Throughout the medieval, Elizabethan and early industrial periods, Bulldogges routinely caught horses, cattle and boars.
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“The Westminster Pit” is a print that dates back to 1820, illustrating the popular “sport” of dog fighting, the game for which the American Staffordshire Terrier (or pit bull) was designed.


These Bulldogges were usually found in farm and butchery work, and sometimes in staged competitions. When catching domestic farm animals, the Bulldogge was usually able to make the hoofed creature submit to the excruciating pain of the bite before being harmed himself. When ready to submit, a bull would lower its head to the ground and allow the Bulldogge to drag him backward to the butcher. The bull would then be slaughtered or put into a holding pen. It was for this type of work that the Bulldogge was commonly known as a “butcher’s dog.”
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This 1803 Bulldogge is one of the forebears of the American Staffordshire Terrier. Note how much slighter this dog is compared to today’s Bulldog and AmStaff.


In addition to biting and holding, the early working Bulldogge also had the ability to throw a bull to the ground by rapidly corkscrewing his body when the big beast was off-balance in the middle of a stride. It was possible for an experienced 80-lb Bulldogge to topple an 1800-lb bull.
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The broad-skulled qualities of the AmStaff come from his ancestor, the Bulldog. This is T. Reveley’s famous illustration depicting Bulldog expressions.
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Frances C. Fairman’s painting from the early 20th century of the well-known Bulldog, Eng. Ch. Silent Duchess. Note the broad chest and well-muscled body.


Though his main opponent was usually a bull, the Bulldogge or “butcher’s dog” was also used against bears, lions and other ferocious carnivores. These staged fights were called “baits.” In England, the English Bulldogge evolved for the sole purpose of bull baiting. Bull baiting was a cruel sport in which a tethered bull, brought to market for slaughter, would be attacked by bulldogs with the notion that the meat would be tenderized by the bulldogs’ attacks prior to slaughter. The contention that the meat was tenderized during these brutal bouts was not based on any fact and, indeed, served no real purpose other than to line the pockets of the men who trained their dogs to participate in these sadistic blood matches. During these matches, the dog would assault the bull, avoid the stomping hooves and slashing horns, grab a nose or ear and hang on until the bull collapsed from exhaustion or lack of oxygen. Many of the dogs were crushed by stomping hooves, disemboweled by slashing horns and tossed through the air, causing broken legs, backs and skulls when they hit the ground. On the whole, both the dogs and the bulls suffered greatly. However, every class of person from commoner to royalty enjoyed these spectacles as a means to divert themselves from the violence and disease of their day-to-day lives.


The Bulldogges used on bears and large meat-eaters were heavier than the ones used solely on livestock. Speed was not as important against the larger opponents and, because the fights would take place in enclosed areas, endurance was less of a factor. Whether large or small, the working English Bulldogge that survived this grueling gauntlet of animal combat became the greatest canine warrior ever.




CANIS LUPUS


“Grandma, what big teeth you have!” The gray wolf, a familiar figure in fairy tales and legends, has had its reputation tarnished and its population pummeled over the centuries. Yet it is the descendants of this much-feared creature to which we open our homes and hearts. Our beloved dog, Canis domesticus, derives directly from the gray wolf, a highly social canine that lives in elaborately structured packs. In the wild, the gray wolf can range from 60 to 175 pounds, standing between 25 and 40 inches in height.
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An old-style English Mastiff, Edgar Hanbury’s Rajah, drawn by R. H. Moore, bears quite a resemblance to the AmStaff.


In 1835, animal baiting contests were made illegal in England. The only baiting that survived the ban was dog baiting or dog fighting. Once bull baiting was banned, dog breeders who appreciated the fierceness, courage and tenacity of the Bulldogges turned their attentions to breeding dogs for the purpose of dog fighting. Coal miners in Staffordshire crossed English Bulldogges with scrappy terriers and continued the gladiatorial tradition in clandestine matches that are still held today.


From these Bulldogge-terrier crosses evolved the Bull and Terrier and the Staffordshire Terrier. These crosses were bred for aggression toward other dogs, unrelenting bravery, a high pain threshold, a superior blood-clotting ability to aid when wounded, a willingness to fight to the end and an unmatched affection for people. These attributes were exploited by man, and these dogs were encouraged to fight each other in pits. The outcome of these matches depended upon the challenge issued. Sometimes the fight lasted until one dog was either pinned or chased from the pit, and at other times the fight was not to be stopped until one of the dogs was dead. In any case, this is an example of man’s abusing the gift of the dog as a loyal companion by allowing these animals to suffer injury in order to gain the praise of their masters.
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G. F. Riedel’s book Icones Animalium, dated 1780, described this dog as Canis molossus. This dog is believed to be the ancestor of the English Mastiff, descending from Greek lineage.


An interesting fact to mention here is that the original breeders of these fighting dogs held one attribute to be absolutely necessary—devotion to people. If a pit dog ever turned on, bit or showed aggression to a human, it was put down immediately. This led to the breed’s overwhelming people-friendly personality and kept the breed from being an outright danger to man.


These dogs found their way into America around 1870 as all-around farm dogs and frontier guardians. They excelled in their service to mankind on the frontier and soon earned a reputation as one of the finest dogs a man could own. To increase the dog’s usefulness in relation to his new frontier lifestyle, breeders of the Bull and Terrier began to selectively breed for a larger dog. The Bull and Terrier dog became adept at just about anything and took on many roles, including herding dog, protector of livestock, remover of vermin, weight-pulling dog, watchdog and family companion. It was also loved and respected as a true family companion. Eventually the dogs began to assume other names such as the Pit Dog, the Pit Bull Terrier, the American Bull Terrier and even the Yankee Terrier. These imports eventually developed into distinct breeds, namely the American Pit Bull Terrier and the American Staffordshire Terrier. The United Kennel Club (UKC) recognized the aforementioned Bull and Terrier Dog as the American Pit Bull Terrier in 1898.
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This 1800 Reinagle illustration depicts an English Mastiff with a lean muscular body, not unlike that of the AmStaff.
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In the early 20th century the famed Eng. Ch. Beaufort was described as the most perfect Mastiff of the past 20 years.


The breed became one of high visibility. Buster Brown Shoes put the image of its mascot Tige, an American Pit Bull Terrier, in every shoe to enhance its image as a sturdy, dependable shoe. RCA used Nipper, a pit bull of unknown ancestry, to illustrate the clarity of sound emulating from its phonograph by showing the dog being fooled into thinking he was actually hearing his master’s voice and not a recording. The breed was used to illustrate American neutrality without fear in 1914 as well as the toughness of Levi’s jeans, and was also portrayed as a “defender of Old Glory.” In 1917, Sgt. Stubby, a pit bull of unknown descent, became a war hero for saving several soldiers’ lives and capturing a German spy while serving in the trenches of France with the 26th Yankee Division. About two decades later came a sturdy white pooch with a patch marking over one eye named Petey, who played alongside a lovable bunch of kids called The Little Rascals. The American Pit Bull Terrier was now an international icon, representing America to the world. The dog’s popularity was at its highest and people recognized the American Pit Bull Terrier as the sturdy, strong, stable and lovable animal that it is.
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Bulldogs Boomerang and Katerfelto, owned by Mrs. L. Crabtree, were born in 1893 and were depicted as some of the best breed representatives ever produced. The original painting was by F. T. Daws for Hutchinson’s Encyclopaedia.


[image: image]


A head-on view of the modern Bulldog shows how the two breeds, Bulldog and AmStaff, have diverged, with the Bulldog having very short legs, exaggerated features and a markedly undershot jaw.


The American Kennel Club shunned breeds called “pit bulls” until 1936, when it recognized the American Pit Bull Terrier under the alias Staffordshire Terrier, named after the miners of Staffordshire, England who had a hand in the development of the original English fighting breed. Originally 50 Staffordshire Terriers were accepted into the American Kennel Club (AKC). One of the original dogs was none other than the famous Petey from The Little Rascals. The breed name was changed in 1972 to the American Staffordshire Terrier to distinguish the breed from the Staffordshire Bull Terrier of England, the ancestor of the American dogs, which was recognized by the AKC in 1974. The British version of the dog is 14 to 16 inches tall at the shoulder and weighs 24 to 38 pounds; females are at the smaller end of the range. The American version is 17 to 19 inches at the shoulder, and weight is not specified other than that it should be in proportion to height. The UKC’s American Pit Bull Terrier is preferred to range from 30 to 60 pounds, with the females generally, but not necessarily, smaller than the males.
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The early Bullmastiff became popular in country homes for protection purposes. Here are Sir James and Lady Dunn at their Dale End estate, Slindon, Sussex, England in the late 1920s.
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The famous Petey from the entertaining series The Little Rascals was one of the first 50 pit bulls accepted by the American Kennel Club as “Staffordshire Terriers.”


Since acceptance into the AKC, the American Staffordshire Terrier breed of dog has been bred separately from the UKC’s American Pit Bull Terrier. This has resulted in two separate breeds. This can get confusing, so pay attention! The AKC does not recognize the American Pit Bull terrier as a pure-bred dog; however, it does recognize the Staffordshire Bull Terrier and the American Staffordshire Terrier. On the other hand, the UKC does recognize the AKC’s American Staffordshire Terrier as an American Pit Bull Terrier and allows them to be registered with the UKC.
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By whatever breed name he is called, the AmStaff is a powerful, trustworthy and talented working dog.
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The AmStaff’s smile is unmistakable and continues to open doors around the world to welcome new admirers.


Confused? You should be. Why all the fuss over a friendly little dog? Essentially, this controversy is the result of two factions of dog breeders: those who breed for purpose and those who breed for appearance. Most people involved in the UKC believe that dogs should be bred so that they retain their original purpose, be it in sport (dog fighting, hunting) or in work (farming, herding). The AKC followers prefer to breed their “beasts” for beauty, shaping their dogs to conform to the specific physical characteristics set forth in the breed standard.




PURE-BRED PURPOSE


Given the vast range of the world’s 400 or so pure breeds of dog, it’s fair to say that domestic dogs are the most versatile animal in the kingdom. From the tiny 1-pound lap dog to the 200-pound guard dog, dogs have adapted to every need and whim of their human masters. Humans have selectively bred dogs to alter physical attributes like size, color, leg length, mass and skull diameter in order to suit our own needs and fancies. Dogs serve humans not only as companions and guardians but also as hunters, exterminators, shepherds, rescuers, messengers, warriors, babysitters and much more!
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The Staffordshire Bull Terrier is recognized by both the AKC and the UKC. It is a shorter-legged dog than the AmStaff, though much of its conformation is similar.


Luckily, within both organizations the dog has retained many of its most positive characteristics. It matters not whether it is a Yankee Terrier, an American Pit Bull Terrier or an American Staffordshire Terrier—the lineage is basically the same.


[image: image]


Willynwood High Tech is an excellent example of the American Staffordshire Terrier.
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Pride. Strength. Loyalty. Tenacity. These are the first descriptive terms that come to mind when looking at or thinking about the American Staffordshire Terrier.


The four words listed above only begin to describe the American Staffordshire Terrier (or AmStaff), a mighty and complex breed. What the AmStaff has to offer depends entirely on the dog’s owner. His capabilities are boundless: strength insurmountable, desire to please unending, an ideal animal for activity and labor. Yet, at the same time, this breed makes a truly wonderful companion, an affable animal to family and friends, with the added capability of a guardian. Such a dog sounds so perfect, you might call him a “super dog.” If any breed is worthy of this hero status, the American Staffordshire Terrier certainly qualifies.
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Carrie, Mandy and Willynwood High Tech are part of a happy family. When properly introduced to children, AmStaffs become very loyal, trusted and gentle family pets.


Originally bred for the purpose of fighting other dogs, the AmStaff is an easy-going, trustworthy and extremely affectionate dog toward human beings. Despite its inherent ability to maul and mangle beasts more than three times its size, the AmStaff is generally unaggressive and will not seek a confrontation. In short, an AmStaff will not start trouble but, boy, will he end it!


Instead of aggression, the AmStaff channels his extensive energies toward pleasing his master. The breed’s willingness to please, in fact, stems from its history as a fighter—the dog wanted so badly to win for his master that he would fight to the death. Such commitment and dedication is certainly prized no matter what task is given.


And tasks this breed can handle! Aside from his fighting duties, the AmStaff also found work in various jobs, mostly in farms and in butcher shops. Today the AmStaff retains his skills as a working and sporting dog and is used both as a laborer and in competition. On farms, AmStaffs are prized for cattle driving, herding, guarding and pulling. In society, the breed is used by the police and other organizations to assist in apprehension, narcotics detection, search and rescue, riot control and many other things. In competition, the AmStaff excels in various sports, including (but not limited to) tracking, herding, obedience, weight-pulling, agility trials, Schutzhund work and, of course, conformation. In short, the AmStaff is perhaps the world’s most versatile dog!


PERSONALITY AND ATTRIBUTES


American Staffordshire Terriers are happy, outgoing, stable dogs who make wonderful pets. They are extremely intelligent and are excellent guardians. Careful breeding has produced today’s American Staffordshire Terriers, who are affectionate, reliable and exceedingly loyal dogs with fearless personalities. An extremely family-oriented dog who does not scare easily, the AmStaff does well with children and elderly people who use canes, walkers or wheelchairs. In fact, the breed is used extensively as a therapy dog, brought into hospitals, geriatric homes and care centers to assist in rehabilitation and to bring cheer and joy to the patients.
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This AmStaff pup gets a lift from his American Bulldog chum. The bulldog breeds are among the most versatile of all dogs.


This does not rule out the rest of the age groups, as the AmStaff can play fetch for hours and always enjoys a good run. Great fun for both dog and owner are games of retrieving a flying disc. Though not a retriever by trade, the AmStaff is nonetheless a tireless participant in chasing after and returning objects thrown by his master. The outstanding agility and speed of the breed become apparent as the dog takes off after, and jumps up to snatch, the plastic flying disc. It is a real treat to watch the dog show off his athleticism in this game.


The American Staffordshire Terrier, due to his great strength and trainability, can make a perfect home guardian. By nature, an AmStaff is friendly to all humans and will not view man as an opponent. However, through responsible training, an AmStaff can learn to distinguish between friend and foe and attack unwanted intruders to his home. A true champion and defender of his family, the AmStaff will put himself in harm’s way, sometimes suffering serious injury to keep family members safe.


Though the AmStaff will rarely be moved to instigate aggression, he will have a natural instinct to respond to the challenge of other dogs—it’s in the terrier blood. This can become a problem if the animal is not properly trained out of this behavior, which is known as gameness. For the most part, even larger dogs like Mastiffs and Rottweilers do not stand a chance against a determined AmStaff. Their low center of gravity, incredible neck and jaw power and tenacity to fight on—even when exhausted or badly injured—give AmStaffs the edge over the larger breeds.


Adaptable to country and city living, the AmStaff finds comfort in whatever situation his master can provide. An open field to roam is certainly a benefit and well appreciated by the athletic AmStaff, but it is not a necessity. The dog will find as much happiness indoors, so long as his master is near. The only thing that will break the spirit and heart of this dog is the lack of his owner’s fond attention.


Personality is one of the most important traits in a dog. A sound personality and temperament is key to determining how a specific dog, not dog breed, will react to everyday situations. Before you get your dog, or as soon as possible after getting him, be sure to have a temperament test done. Ask your veterinarian where to get a test administered. If your dog scores poorly enough on the temperament test to cause you concern, seriously consider returning him/her to the breeder. Poor temperament can be an indicator of a problem waiting to happen. Also, if your dog scores poorly on this test, do not breed him/her. Poor temperament is a trait that can be, and usually is, passed on to offspring.


The typical American Staffordshire Terrier has a fairly easy-going personality, with great intelligence and an overwhelming desire to please. AmStaffs love people, and love to be with people; perhaps the worst punishment you can administer to your AmStaff is to separate him from you. Bonding immediately, the AmStaff is eternally devoted and will not only love but also protect his family. He is very happy to extend his affable personality to anyone whom he recognizes as a friend of yours, so there is no need to worry when introducing new people to your AmStaff pet.
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Athletic, determined and boundless describe the American Staffordshire Terrier, as he will engage in almost any activity. Many AmStaffs have an affinity for water.


The AmStaff’s tenacity may be his strongest attribute, a characteristic greatly prized by the dog-fighting crowd that developed this breed. Interestingly, many of the positive traits garnered from its dog-fighting heritage have stayed with the breed. The model AmStaff is extremely courageous, never backing down from a challenge or a task presented to him. Once given a job, he is also a tireless worker, never stopping until the required assignment is complete.


The dog’s extreme determination is balanced by an equal amount of calmness, a quality emanating from the AmStaff’s strong self-confidence. Rarely does this dog feel threatened and, though the AmStaff loves a challenge, he has too much self-conviction to feel overchallenged.


Physically, there are few breeds that can match the American Staffordshire Terrier. The AmStaff is carved from hard muscle and wrapped tightly in tough skin. A large head and dense skull provide the first impression of the AmStaff, whose huge and friendly smile seems perpetually present. The big head, connected by a thick neck, is perched atop muscular shoulders and a broad chest. Rippling muscles represent the rest of the AmStaff’s physique, giving the dog enormous strength. This breed has been known to weight-pull over 3,000 pounds in competition, to give you an idea of the dog’s strength capability.
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When properly socialized, AmStaffs get along well with each other as well as with other family pets.


In addition to strength, the AmStaff also is incredibly agile, especially considering its size. This trait was developed during its previous existence as a fighting dog, and today it is useful in a variety of tasks and competitive events, such as agility trials and Schutzhund work. Combine this strength and agility with excellent speed, quickness and a never-saydie tenacity and you have quite an incredible dog.


Though the breed is not well known for its scenting ability, the AmStaff is, in fact, a great tracker. The American Staffordshire Terrier’s acute sense of smell, probably inherited from his terrier ancestors, enables him to be used for hunting, tracking and myriad other duties. In the United States, the AmStaff is used extensively in search and rescue, assisting authorities in finding lost persons. This same trait is used by police for, literally, “sniffing out” and apprehending criminals, and for identifying narcotics hidden in luggage and clothing. Combined with his strength and speed, the scenting ability of the AmStaff also makes him an ideal complement to the hunter in pursuing game.


With such an amazing combination of skills and abilities, the American Staffordshire Terrier is the ultimate companion for many different people for many different reasons.


THE AMERICAN STAFFORDSHIRE TERRIER IN THE HOME


Your AmStaff puppy will likely be a boisterous, active and, above all else, happy puppy as he investigates his new home. He will find fun in exploring beyond set boundaries, toying with items that may or may not be meant to be toys and eating just about anything that will fit in his mouth. Obviously, you will need to keep a close eye on your new puppy and be sure that electrical wires and other possible dangers are not accessible to the curious new family member. Eventually, with proper guidance from you, your puppy will understand the rules and find comfort in his new home.


MAKING THE RULES


The strongest personality trait of the AmStaff is his willingness to please. This makes training fairly easy compared to other breeds, but nonetheless a task that must be taken seriously by the AmStaff owner. Early on, make it clear to the dog where he is and is not allowed to be. Establishing boundaries, both inside the home and out, is important for both you and the dog. You may not want the dog jumping on your bed; moreover, the dog needs to know where he belongs. This is an instinctual need for canines, and the earlier you can provide a place for the dog to call his own, the easier it will be for both of you.
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