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Physical Characteristics of the Dachshund
(from The American Kennel Club breed standard)


Eyes: Of medium size, almond-shaped and dark-rimmed, with an energetic, pleasant expression; very dark in color.


Head: Viewed from above or from the side, the head tapers uniformly to the tip of the nose. The skull is slightly arched, neither too broad nor too narrow, and slopes gradually with little perceptible stop into the finely-formed, slightly arched muzzle.


Teeth: Powerful canine teeth; teeth fit closely together in a scissors bite.


Neck: Long, muscular, clean-cut, without dewlap, slightly arched in the nape, flowing gracefully into the shoulders.


Ears: Set near the top of the head, not too far forward, of moderate length, rounded, not narrow, pointed, or folded.


Forequarters: For effective underground work, the front must be strong, deep, long and cleanly muscled.


Front Paws: Full, tight, compact, with well-arched toes and tough, thick pads. They may be equally inclined a trifle outward.
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Croup: Long, rounded and full, sinking slightly toward the tail.


Trunk: Long and fully muscled. When viewed in profile, the back lies in the straightest possible line between the withers and the short very slightly arched loin. Abdomen slightly drawn up.


Hindquarters Strong and cleanly muscled. From the rear, the thighs are strong and powerful. The legs turn neither in nor out.


Tail: Set in continuation of the spine, extending without kinks, twists, or pronounced curvature, and not carried too gaily.


Size: Bred and shown in two sizes, standard and miniature. Miniatures: “11 pounds and under at 12 months of age and older.” Standards: usually between 16 and 32 pounds.


Hind Paws: Smaller than the front paws with four compactly closed and arched toes with tough, thick pads.


Coat: The Dachshund is bred with three varieties of coat:
(1) Smooth; (2) Wirehaired; (3) Longhaired.
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History of the Dachshund


The Dachshund’s acute sense of smell, unshakeable courage and undeniable spirit made him a natural hunter despite his small size. Learn about the formal organization of the breed in Germany in the 1800s and, later, the official classification of the six varieties.
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Characteristics of the Dachshund


The Dachshund is a true charmer who has a way of winning the hearts of everyone he meets. Keen intelligence, amazing versatility and compact size are but a few of his outstanding traits. Learn about the different varieties and share stories about some real Dachshunds and the lives they lead.
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Breed Standard for the Dachshund


Learn the requirements of a well-bred Dachshund by studying the description of the breed set forth in the American Kennel Club standard. Both show dogs and pets must possess key characteristics as outlined in the breed standard.


[image: Image]


Your Puppy Dachshund


Be advised about choosing a reputable breeder and selecting a healthy, typical puppy. Understand the responsibilities of ownership, including home preparation, acclimatization, the vet and prevention of common puppy problems.
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Everyday Care of Your Dachshund


Enter into a sensible discussion of dietary and feeding considerations, exercise, grooming, traveling and identification of your dog. This chapter discusses Dachshund care for all stages of development.
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Housebreaking and Training Your Dachshund


By Charlotte Schwartz
Be informed about the importance of training your Dachshund from the basics of housebreaking and understanding the development of a young dog to executing obedience commands (sit, stay, down, etc.).
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Health Care of Your Dachshund


Discover how to select a qualified vet and care for your dog at all stages of life. Topics include vaccinations, skin problems, dealing with external and internal parasites and common medical and behavioral conditions.
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Showing Your Dachshund


Experience the dog show world, including how the show works and how to finish a champion. Go beyond the conformation ring to obedience trials, field and agility trials, hunting tests, tracking, and much more.
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Dachshunds are divided by size and coat types. There are two sizes, Miniature and Standard, and three coat types, Smooth, Wire and Long. Choosing the Dachshund for you can be an overwhelming, but very rewarding, task.
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Saying you would like to have a Dachshund is similar to going into a candy store and saying you would like to have some chocolate. There are many kinds of chocolates and many kinds of Dachshunds. You have to decide which kind you would like.


Dachshunds come in many varieties. There are different sizes and colors as well as types of coat to choose from, each with its own characteristics and group of devoted owners and admirers.


Basically, Dachshunds are long-bodied, short-legged dogs—small in stature but very large in personality—whose noses are so close to the ground that not much escapes their notice! In fact, their physical structure is the primary reason for their hunting expertise. This scenting ability was recognized by German hunters as early as the 15th century.


Derived from early German hounds known as Deutsche Bracken, these little dogs were called badger dogs or diggers. Eventually they were crossed with small terrier-type dogs to produce the Dachshunds we know today. With the nose of the hound, the long, low body that burrows into holes in the ground and the fearless terrier-like enthusiasm for the chase, the Dachshund is hard to beat.




FORM AND FUNCTION







Since dogs have been inbred for centuries, their physical and mental characteristics are constantly being changed to suit man’s desires for hunting, retrieving, scenting, guarding and warming their masters’ laps. During the past 150 years, dogs have been judged according to physical characteristics as well as functional abilities. Few breeds can boast a genuine balance between physique, working ability and temperament.
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This is the first known illustration that shows both Wirehaired and Longhaired Dachshunds. It dates from 1876 and was rendered by E. C. Ash.


Early artistic illustrations and sculptures from the 15th, 16th and 17th centuries show Dachshund-type dogs hunting badgers. A statue of an early Egyptian pharaoh also has a Dachshund-type dog named “Teckel” on it. In each depiction, the characteristics of strength, stamina, courage and keenness were clearly illustrated.


Dachshunds come in two sizes, Standard and Miniature. Originally, Standard Dachshunds weighed between 30 and 35 pounds and were used in packs to catch wild boar. The modern-day Dachshund, however, weighs in at considerably less, 16 to 32 pounds at most.


Miniatures originally weighed from 16 to 25 pounds and hunted fox or tracked wounded deer. Today, the average Miniature weighs from 8 to 12 pounds and hunts rabbit or hare. Occasionally, a Miniature of only 5 to 6 pounds will be used in hunting, providing that the dog possesses plenty of hunting spirit that serves to offset his diminutive size.


There are three varieties of coat in Dachshunds: Smooth, Longhaired and Wirehaired. The Smooth and Longhaired varieties were developed first. The Wirehaired variety was developed later for hunting in briars and thorn bushes.




DEER TRACKER







The tracking of downed deer was the Miniature Dachshund’s original purpose in Germany. The term Vorstehhund referred to an all-purpose hunting dog, usually a cross between a Bloodhound (Schweisshund) and a Pointer. The Miniature Dachshund was able to use its fine nose and its low-to-the-ground stature, making it an exceptional tracking dog.





Coat colors offer something for every Dachshund lover. Red, cream, bi-color, black, chocolate, wild boar, gray-blue, fawn, dappled and brindle are colors/color combinations that can be found wherever Dachshunds are bred. Regardless of size, coat type or color, all Dachshunds possess exceptional scenting and digging abilities, which make them ideal hunters.
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This old wood-engraved print, circa 1700, was captioned as The Badger-Dog at Work. The woodcut shows Dachshunds at various stages of badger hunting.
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The Dachshund and the terrier breeds are not so far removed. They share some common ancestors and their love of all things dirty, as these two sandy pals illustrate.


DACHSHUNDS IN THE FATHERLAND


The breed began its formal organization when a standard of perfection for the breed was established in the Deutscher Hunde-Stammbuch (the “German Hound Family Tree Book”). It covered Smooth and Longhaireds when the first volume of this stud book was produced in 1840. Half a century later, in 1890, Wirehaireds were included in the book. The book was published until 1935, when it was discontinued.


During the latter half of the 1800s, several hunting Dachshund associations kept their own stud books. These clubs recorded only those dogs that had proved their hunting ability; they were not concerned about the coats or conformation of the dogs listed. The dogs’ accomplishments in the field were the sole criteria for inclusion in the hunting stud books.
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The Countess Reventlow of Denmark, an outstanding judge circa 1930, judging Wirehaired Dachshunds. Note the dappled coloring of the dog farther from the camera.


Clubs devoted exclusively to the various Dachshund coat types also existed during this period, but no special identifying initials were given to define the coat types of the dogs listed in the stud books. That changed, too, in 1915.
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Smooth Dachshunds, Festus, Waldman and Schlupferle, illustrated in The Book of the Dog, 1881.


The following designations were created: The initial “K” stood for Kurzhaar (Smooth); “R” for Rauhhaar (Wirehaired); “L” for Langhaar (Longhaired); and “Z” forZwerg (Miniature). Henceforth, the defining initial would be added to the registration number of all Dachshunds listed under the Teckelklub (German Dachshund Club).


Management of the breed initially was conducted by two groups: the Teckelklub, founded in 1888, handled bench conformation shows, and the Gebrauchsteckel Klub conducted hunting activities. In 1935, the two groups combined their stud books and activities into the FDRDG, the Fachschaft Dachshunde im Reichsverband fur das Deutsche Hundewesen. After World War II, the Deutscher once again resumed management of the breed.




TECKEL, TECKEL, TECKEL
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In Germany, Dachshunds are measured by the size of the hole that the dog can enter (in pursuit of game), as opposed to pounds or inches like most other breeds. The Germans divide the breed into three categories, not two. The Standard Dachshund is known as the Normalgrossteckel, and the Miniature Dachshund, divided into two categories, is called Zwergteckel (meaning dwarf) and Kaninchenteckel (meaning rabbit). These latter teckels measure 13.8 inches around the chest for the Zwergteckel, and 11.8 inches for the Kaninchenteckel.







German Scenthounds
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The Bavarian Mountain Hound.


The Dachshund is the only German hound that enjoys popularity outside its homeland. There are at least four other German scenthound breeds, including the Deutsche Bracke, one of the Dachshund’s ancestors; the Westphalian Dachsbracke, another short-legged hound; the Hanoverian Hound and the Bavarian Mountain Hound.





DACHSHUNDS IN THE USA


In America, Dachshunds have not been used for hunting ground game such as badger and wild boar nor for tracking wounded deer. However, the dogs’ sterling qualities of lively character, courage and devotion have always made them very popular. As a matter of fact, Dachshunds were imported into America well before the American Kennel Club initiated its stud book in 1885.


By 1895, the Dachshund Club of America advanced the breed’s popularity by promoting the hunting aspects of the dogs through badger-dog hunting trials. In 1913, Dachshunds were listed among the ten most popular breeds in America. When World War I began, Dachshund interest declined and remained low until the early 1930s. By 1940, they were again ranked among the top ten breeds in America and maintained that standing into the 21st century.
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One of the long-legged German scenthounds, the Deutsche Bracke is one of the Dachshund’s early ancestors.


While in Germany, Miniature Dachshunds are shown in a special class for dogs weighing less than nine pounds, this is not the case in the USA. In America, Standard and Miniature Dachshunds compete in the same class, with dogs weighing 11 pounds or under at 12 months of age being shown in a special division.


DACHSHUNDS IN THE UK


England established a Dachshund specialty club even before one was begun in Germany. Indeed, despite the problems created by World War I, England claimed six noted Dachshund breeders who adhered to a strict breeding code throughout the war. Though these breeders were often referred to as “pro-German” or “German sympathizers,” they held firm to the integrity of the Dachshund in order to preserve its genetic foundation. Moreover, their efforts to protect the early gene pool succeeded.


Two of the earliest English Dachshunds to leave an indelible mark on the breed in the 1890s were Jackdaw, owned by Harry Jones of Ipswich, and Pterodactyl, owned by Sidney Woodiwiss. Those early ancestors still influence the breed today.


Australia, Denmark, Holland and India are also countries where Dachshunds are popular. In the UK, the Miniature Longhaired Dachshund is the favorite hound, even outnumbering such British hounds as the Basset, the Beagle and the Whippet, the latter being the second most popular.




A DOG BY ANY OTHER NAME







The term Dachshund is not without its equivalents: in France, the term is basset, and in Switzerland, the term is neider. Native low-legged breeds represent this terminology, such the Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen and the Basset Fauve de Bretagne in France, and the Schweizer Neiderlaufhund and the Berner Neiderlaufhund in Switzerland.
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The Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen.
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The Dachshund is, quite simply, the “right dog” for many people. Small in size, even the largest Standard Dachshund weighs only about 30 pounds. Easy to maintain in good physical condition, the Dachshund doesn’t require long runs over many acres. Possessing a friendly, companionable personality, the Dachshund charms his way into the hearts of all who get to know him.


Though he can be rather stubborn at times, his behavior easily can be modified by a wise owner who quickly changes the subject and gets the dog to focus on some new activity. In other words, the owner refuses to recognize the dog’s obstinacy and thereby prevents a repetition of the undesirable behavior. Physical rough handling only makes an even-tempered Dachshund become aggressive.
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Dachshunds are dogs that appeal to many people because they are friendly, intelligent and portable.
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The beauty and personality of the Dachshund have fascinated artists for generations. This famous painting of Earl Satin was created by Lilian Cheviot in 1906.


The fact that Dachshunds love people, especially children and the elderly, endears them to the general population. Indeed, Dachshunds are among the most popular breeds of dog in the USA, Germany and Britain. Although the original purpose of hunting is no longer the main reason to breed Dachshunds, they possess so many other desirable qualities that they will retain their popular status for many years to come.


However, for the few Dachshund owners who are interested in preserving that hunting trait, there are Dachshund field trials. In America, trials were instituted in 1935. These competitions judge the dogs’ ability and style in finding and retrieving game such as rabbits. The dogs must possess good noses (to smell the prey), courage to pursue the prey, keenness for the hunt, perseverance and willingness to get the job done.


All Dachshunds, regardless of variety or size, compete together in field trials. At a trial, a Dachshund is a Dachshund. There are, however, various stakes or classes for dogs of different ages and experience. Once a dog earns a field trial champion title, he enters the Dachshund history book of distinction and his progeny are much sought after.


The rules for field trials, obedience and agility competitions, and breed conformation classes, are spelled out in detail by both breed clubs and kennel clubs. In order to produce dogs that will achieve success in competition, whether conformation or performance events, breeders must understand the criteria set forth in their breed’s standard as well as the abilities that the dogs must possess.




DOGS, DOGS, GOOD FOR YOUR HEART!







People usually purchase dogs for companionship, but studies show that dogs can help to improve their owners’ health and level of activity, as well as lower a human’s risk of coronary heart disease. Without even realizing it, when a person puts time into exercising, grooming and feeding a dog, he also puts more time into his own personal health care. Dog owners establish more routine schedules for their dogs to follow, which can have positive effects on a human’s health. Dogs also teach us patience, offer unconditional love and provide the joy of having a furry friend to pet!
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Dachshunds are odorless and exceptionally clean dogs. The Miniature is mature by 12 months of age, while the Standard may not be fully mature until he reaches 18 months of age. Dachshunds are exceptionally long-lived dogs, with many living until 12 to 14 years of age. Regardless of size or variety, the Dachshund is easily maintained and managed, thus making it a most desirable companion.




ONE-PERSON DOG







Some Dachshunds will attempt to attach themselves to only one person in a family while ignoring the other family members. This situation can be avoided if the entire family participates in activities with the dog as well as practices obedience exercises with him. The dog must learn that he is part of the whole family pack, not just one isolated member.
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WHO MAKES AN IDEAL DACHSHUND OWNER?


The ideal Dachshund owner is a person who enjoys life with his dog and also enjoys the company of other people. Dachshunds are very social dogs, though they are often particularly devoted to one owner. The Dachshund is always interested in doing enjoyable things within its own physical capabilities. Therefore, the person who will derive the most pleasure from owning and living with a Dachshund is a gregarious individual who chooses activities that can include his dog.


Playing with the dog indoors and out, the owner finds fetch games of particular interest to Dachshunds. Participating in obedience and agility competitions is most rewarding for owner and dog alike. Visiting the park and taking reasonable walks are also much enjoyed by your little companion. Of course, snuggling beneath the covers on a cold, rainy day is always at the top of any Dachshund’s list of favorite things to do. Thus, an individual who enjoys a lazy afternoon with a good book and a Dachshund also makes an ideal owner.


Finally, because of the Dachshund’s intelligence and versatility, the ideal owner is a person who has time to spend and interests to share with his dog. Dachshunds do not like being left alone for long periods of time and then, once the owner comes home, being ignored even more of the time. Dachshunds do best when they’re mentally stimulated and made to feel appreciated and like members of the family.


BREED VERSATILITY


I’d like you now to meet two Dachshunds I know. Both are very much loved by their families and both are happy dogs, yet they have very different lifestyles.


“Whiskers” is a one-year-old neutered male. He’s a Longhaired Standard, black and tan in color. By nature he’s a quiet dog who loves children and family friends. He’s typically “Dachshund stubborn,” yet easily trained because he enjoys learning new things and doing things with his owners. Whiskers gets on well with other dogs and particularly loves a four-year-old female mixed-breed who shares his home. He also does well with other household residents, such as the two cats and two hamsters. When asked what was the best thing about Whiskers, the owners responded quickly, “He’s very mellow—like us!”


Now meet “Tootsie.” She’s a Smooth Miniature, red in color, who was deserted by her owners at three-and-a-half years of age. Fortunately for Tootsie, she was rescued by a lady who enjoyed dog obedience competition and had always wanted to own a Dachshund. Tootsie began obedience training and soon amassed a list of obedience wins that would impress even the toughest judge, quickly earning her title. Then she began agility training and fell in love with the sport. Today, at ten years of age, Tootsie has earned four agility titles in two organizations. The list of Tootsie’s accomplishments is almost bigger than she is!
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The ideal Dachshund owner is devoted to the breed, always delighted to spend time bonding with and caring for his dogs. Owners, John Merriman and Bill Tacke.
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The lovely Elsa is enjoying a sunny afternoon in the garden. Now in her senior years, Elsa still retains her Dachshund spirit and affectionate personality.


At home, Tootsie sleeps in owner Sunny Simpson’s bed under the covers (a place familiar to many Dachshunds). Although Tootsie was never socialized with children when she was a young puppy, she tolerates them as long as her owner supervises the encounters. She does, however, love having guests visit their home and is an excellent ambassador for all Dachshunds. Her owner reports that, having lived with Tootsie for seven years, she would never be without a Dachshund. “They are even better than I thought they’d be!” she claims.
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Given the long back of the Dachshund and its short legs, the breed encounters certain problems of which owners must be keenly aware. This young Wire-haired Miniature Dachshund appears to be the picture of good health.


Despite the differences in lifestyle between Whiskers and Tootsie, both dogs are well-adjusted and cherished members of their human families. These two dogs serve as examples of how versatile the Dachshund can be as he makes his life with humans and brings his owners great pleasure and comfort.


HEALTH CONCERNS IN DACHSHUNDS


Generally speaking, most dogs are square creatures, about as high from the ground to the top of their shoulders as they are from the front of their chests to their rumps. Each of their four legs is placed directly under the trunk of the body at the four corners. Their necks are gently arched and their heads balance out their body size: little heads for little dogs, big heads for big dogs. Dachshunds, however, are different. Their long, low-to-the-ground body type resembles a train with an engine in the front, a caboose at the end and the cars in the middle. Their long, swaying tails even add to their length, to accentuate how very different they are!


Because of their unique skeletal structure, Dachshunds have the potential to experience both environmental and genetic problems common to long-bodied dogs. Living in an environment that is oblivious to their special conformation, Dachshunds often are subjected to many hazards. Jumping, excessive stair-climbing and other high-impact activities usually result in serious diseases and conditions of the vertebrae. When genetically inferior dogs are bred, they often produce genetically inferior puppies. These puppies, in turn, grow up to develop serious skeletal conditions that are difficult and/or impossible to correct. In addition, overweight puppies are always at risk. There are many health conditions seen in dogs of many breeds, including Dachshunds. Let’s review some of the major ones here.




YOUNG FRIENDS







When teaching a Dachshund to accept and like children, be sure that the children move slowly rather than with erratic, fast motions. Dachshunds see fast-moving things as prey and will go after them, even though these “things” might be children. Once the dogs become accustomed to children, they will accept the running and playing of their young human friends.
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MAJOR PROBLEMS


Intervertebral disk disease affects more Dachshunds than all other dogs combined, so naturally it is atop this list of conditions that concern Dachshund owners. Due to the Dachshund’s long-backed construction, owners are advised to avoid activities that will strain their backs and spines. IVD, as the disease is known, is marked by herniated disks in the lower back. The disease primarily affects dogs with stunted legs. Affected dogs experience severe pain, usually in the lower back but sometimes in the neck as well. The disease can be treated medically and/or surgically, depending on the severity. Carts for dogs have been devised to assist Dachshunds with rear-quarter paralysis due to severe IVD.




SIT!







If a Dachshund refuses to sit with both haunches squarely beneath him and, instead, sits on one side or the other, he may have a physical reason for doing so. Discuss this habit with your veterinarian to be certain that the dog isn’t suffering from some structural problem.
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Acanthosis nigricans, unfortunately, seems to be unique to the Dachshund. It is characterized by dark, thick skin in Dachshund’s groin and armpits. While the genetic origin of the disease is unclear, it is certain that affected dogs are not to be bred. Vitamin E supplementation has been used to improve the condition, though no cure is known.


Hypothyroidism, commonly confused with obesity in Dachshunds, is simply the insufficient production of thyroid hormones. In Dachshunds, lymphocytic thyroiditis is most common. Dogs are affected between ages one to three years. Less than half of the Dachshunds affected manifest obesity; most individuals experience recurrent infections and lack of energy. Diagnosis of hypothyroidism is often tricky, though the treatment tends to be direct and affordable.


Epilepsy is a seizure disorder that affects Dachshunds as well as many other breeds of dog. Epileptic dogs can be managed with various veterinary drugs, though some side effects exist, including temporary weakness and increased appetite and thirst.


EYE PROBLEMS


A cataract is a cloudiness or film over the lens of the eye, categorized by age of onset, location on the eye and stage of the cloudiness. As it is a hereditary condition, parents should be tested before breeding takes place to ensure that parents are not carrying the genes for cataracts.




BONE PROBLEMS







Surgery is often used to correct genetic bone diseases in dogs. Usually the problems present themselves early in the dog’s life and must be treated before bone growth stops.





Glaucoma, a leading cause of blindness in dogs, is caused by an increase in fluid pressure within the eye. This disease can be hereditary, so parents should be tested prior to breeding. Treatment for glaucoma can be medical or surgical, or both.
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