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A land of mountains and waterfalls, with hundreds of dramatic castles and more 

than six thousand miles of coast: no wonder so many movie directors head for 

Scotland. From small-town comedies like 

Gregory’s Girl

to the epic battles of 

Braveheart

, cult classics like 

Trainspotting 

to Bollywood blockbusters like 

Kuch 

Kuch Hota Hai

, and the global franchises Harry Potter and James Bond, the 

varied Scottish scenery has provided backdrops for hundreds of films. 

A huge number of TV shows have also used Scotland as a setting: 

Outlander, The 

Crown, Shetland, Taggart, Balamory

and 

Monarch of the Glen

to name a few of the 

most successful. 

This guidebook tells you where the most popular films and TV serials were 

made. Walk through Scotland’s stunning cities; take the train past lochs and 

wooded hills, and explore the wild Highlands and Islands to find the most 

memorably cinematic landscapes.


Scotland on Screen

Discover the magical settings behind your favourite 

films and TV shows
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LEFT 

Castle DunBroch 

in the Disney/Pixar 

film 

Brave

was 

inspired by Dunnottar 

Castle.

BELOW 

Scotland has 

more than 30,000 

freshwater lochs.
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‘I never realized how beautiful this place was,’ Harry says to Hermione as they 

stand at the window of a Hogwarts tower, overlooking a hill-ringed loch in 

Harry 

Potter and the Half-Blood Prince

(2009). Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and 

Wizardry may be fictional, but the landscape they are looking at is real enough. 

Loch Shiel in 

Glenfinnan

(p.22) stands in for the Black Lake outside Hogwarts, 

location for the Triwizard Tournament’s watery second challenge in 

Harry Potter 

and the Goblet of Fire

(2005). 

Glenfinnan is one of twenty-five stops on the 

West Highland Line

(p.20) from 

Glasgow to Mallaig, Britain’s most beautiful railway journey. The iconic image 

in the Harry Potter films of the Hogwarts Express steam train puffing over the 

Glenfinnan viaduct is a sight you can enjoy in real life – from a train or from 

the hills nearby. You can see other Harry Potter locations too from the West 

Highland Railway, such as lonely Rannoch Moor where Death Eaters attack 

the train, or the wooded island in Loch Eilt where Dumbledore is buried. 

Harry Potter’s Scotland

Spectacular Scottish landscapes bring to life 

J.K. Rowling’s wizarding world
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The Clachaig Inn near 

Glencoe Village

(p.24) looks out over 

the rough hillside where Hagrid’s hut was built for

Harry Potter 

and the Prisoner of Azkaban

(2003). Harry’s first quidditch 

match took place in 

Glen Nevis

(p.25), an atmospheric valley 

near the town of Fort William, in the shadow of Britain’s 

highest mountain. Those early views of chimerical Hogwarts 

School had it perched on the slopes of Ben Nevis, although the 

actual building used was Alnwick Castle in Northumberland. 

Scotland has another important link to Harry Potter besides 

dramatic film locations. J.K. Rowling did much of her early 

writing in 

Edinburgh

cafés and hotel rooms (p.8). Visitors can 

see the places where the famous fictional boy wizard was 

born and the inspirational cityscapes around them. A plaque 

near the Spoon café on Nicolson Street tells passers by that 

this is where Rowling wrote some of the early chapters of 

Harry Potter. The nearby Elephant House also prides itself on 

being ‘the birthplace of Harry Potter’ and the iconic Balmoral 

Hotel is where Rowling finished the last book in 

the series. The hotel rooms that she stayed in are now the 

J.K. Rowling suite, furnished with suitably Potteresque 

touches: a purple door, forest wallpaper and owl statues. 

ABOVE 

Film poster for the UK release of 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone

.

LEFT 

A wooded island in Loch Eilt was the 

location for Dumbledore’s tomb in the last 

Harry Potter films. 

BELOW 

The Jacobite steam train puffs along 

the epic West Highland Railway.
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Bond’s trademark silver Aston Martin is parked in a gloomy, mountainous 

landscape. Dark figures with guns are reflected in the gleaming, domed wing 

mirrors. A shoot-out ensues and when the villainous Silva’s henchmen are lying 

dead, Kincade (Albert Finney), gamekeeper of Skyfall Lodge says laconically: 

‘Welcome to Scotland’. Skyfall Lodge (actually a specially built film set in Surrey) 

is Bond’s fictional ancestral home near 

Glen Coe

(p.24) in the Scottish 

Highlands. His parents lived there and in

Skyfall 

(2012) James Bond (Daniel 

Craig), who has not been back since his parents died when he was a child, 

returns to his Scottish roots for a dramatic final confrontation.

Edinburgh-born actor Sean Connery was so persuasive as the first cinematic 

007 in 

Dr. No

(1962) that author Ian Fleming included references to Bond’s 

Scottish heritage when he wrote 

You Only Live Twice

, published in 1964. Fleming 

has M write an obituary when Bond is missing, presumed dead, after a mission 

James Bond in Scotland 

The Scottish lochs and mountains are 00-heaven for 

films featuring the Highlands-born spy
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(in the film his death is deliberately faked). We learn that the 

spy’s father, Andrew Bond, came from the village of Glencoe 

and that, after trouble at Eton, James had transferred to his 

father’s old school, Fettes in 

Edinburgh

, where ‘the 

atmosphere was somewhat Calvinistic, and both academic 

and athletic standards were rigorous’. Fettes College is a real 

school, near Inverleith Park, and even had – coincidentally – a 
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