

[image: Illustration]




[image: illustration]


Parchment Craft


Over 15 original projects plus
dozens of new design ideas


MARTHA OSPINA


 


 


[image: illustration]




To Cecile, Randi and Tiemen


First published in 1998 by
New Holland Publishers (UK) Ltd
London · Cape Town · Sydney · Singapore


24 Nutford Place
London W1H 6DQ
United Kingdom


80 McKenzie Street
Cape Town 8001
South Africa


3/2 Aquatic Drive
Frenchs Forest, NSW 2086
Australia


Text and designs copyright © 1998 Martha Ospina
Photography copyright © 1998 New Holland Publishers (UK) Ltd
Copyright © 1998 New Holland Publishers (UK) Ltd
and Alcancia BV


All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior written permission of the publishers and copyright holders.


Designer: Peter Crump
Editor: Gillian Haslam
Photographer: Shona Wood


Managing Editor: Coral Walker


eISBN: 978-1-6076-5385-1


2 4 6 8 10 9 7 5 3 1


Reproduction by PICA Colour Separation, Singapore
Printed and bound in Malaysia by Times Offset (M) sdn. Bhd





Introduction



I was delighted to be asked to write this book about parchment craft as it is my hobby, my fascination and my addiction. I first learnt this craft as a 14-year-old schoolgirl in Colombia in South America. I enjoyed it from the very beginning and started to make celebration cards for my parents and for my friends. People soon began to place orders with me, sometimes for as many as 100 invitation cards for a confirmation or a wedding. My reputation spread and soon I was asked to teach the craft to others. It was nice to see how my hobby became my work.


Despite my enjoyment in teaching, I had an overwhelming dream – to see Europe! A girlfriend and I saved hard for the trip until one day we boarded the plane and left for Europe. This trip was to change my entire life as I met a Dutchman, fell in love and came to live in the Netherlands.


I wanted to learn the Dutch language and to meet the people in my new country, so I joined a flower-arranging course. I showed my parchment cards to some of my fellow students. They were amazed at the beauty of the pieces and asked me to teach them the skills.


As the popularity of this craft grew, I started to instruct teachers both in the Netherlands and abroad. My husband and I started a parchment craft foundation and published a magazine about the craft.


So what exactly is parchment craft? It involves using parchment paper; a strong and flexible translucent paper. The techniques used include tracing from a design, embossing (raising) the pattern, perforating, cutting, painting and creative art stamping. You can make beautiful greetings and celebration cards, decorated envelopes, splendid wall decorations, colourful bookmarks, lampshades and cut-out cards with stained glass effects. It is also possible to make your work three-dimensional and produce delicate gift boxes, lovely baby booties and even very realistic flowers. The lacy borders made by perforations and cuttings are gorgeous and are the hallmark of the craft. If you see them you would not believe they are made from parchment paper.


This book is aimed at both newcomers to this craft and more experienced craftspeople. To help beginners, the book is divided into different projects, each one teaching you a new technique and enabling you to build up a repertoire of skills. You will need to start with the first project and gradually work your way through the book. When you reach the final project, you will have mastered all the different techniques of parchment craft. The techniques may look slightly complicated, but don’t be alarmed. They really are easy to master. For the more experienced, this book is a source of new patterns and ideas.


I hope you enjoy your parchment craft!


 


 


 


Martha Ospina
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THE HISTORY OF PARCHMENT CRAFT


Until the advent of papermaking (China in AD200 and much later – the twelth century – in Europe) man wrote on papyrus made from dried plant leaves, and later, parchment.


Like many things born of necessity, parchment was invented in the Turkish city of Bergama when people were forced to look for an alternative to papyrus as local wars prevented the importation of its raw materials. They found that specially prepared pig and antelope skin was the perfect solution to their papyrus shortage. This new material was named pergamum, partly after the city where it was discovered and also from the Latin Pathica pellis (Parthian skin).


During the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, parchment was gradually replaced by paper in Europe as papermaking became more widespread. However, parchment was still highly valued and was used for books and important documents. Until the sixteenth century, parchment books were all handwritten – an extremely lengthy task carried out to the highest standards by monks and nuns. These books were highly colourful, and featured illuminated characters (the opening letter of a chapter which was decorated in gold and other jewel-like colours). Wall decorations were also made from parchment. These were mainly religious pictures featuring Christ on the cross and images of saints.


The invention of the printing press in the fifteenth century changed this industry forever. Parchment was then used just for small devotional pictures, popular in religious circles. As demand for these pictures grew, parchment was replaced by paper.


In the sixteenth century, Columbus travelled to South America and early European settlers brought various skills with them, including the craft of working with parchment. The South American people, devoted to their religion and also known for their dexterity with their hands, started to make religious pictures with parchment, and later with parchment paper.


This craft, which started in Europe and then travelled to South America, is now enjoying huge popularity worldwide. Modern-day parchment paper is not made from skin, but is wood-based like any other type of paper. It is specially treated to give it its fine texture and appearance.


The scope of parchment craft has broadened from being used purely for religious works of art to encompass all manner of articles, from greetings cards, wall decorations, bookmarks, lampshades and flowers. All these are represented in the projects in this book. However, when you have worked your way through to the final project, you will find that the stunning medieval-style picture brings us back to the origins of parchment craft.
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Early pieces of parchment craft usually depicted religious subjects and contained verses from the Bible.








How to use this book



This book is for beginners as well as advanced parchment crafters. The advanced ones amongst us might already know the majority of the techniques, but I am sure you will find valuable additional information and many patterns and ideas to copy and adapt.


If you are a beginner, do not be alarmed by all the techniques – this book does contain a lot of explanation and general information. All you need to do is start at the beginning with the first project and follow the order of the book. Always read through the entire project before you start to make the item.


The first project concentrates on teaching two simple techniques, so try to master those before moving on to the next project. Practise on a scrap of paper first – the techniques all become easier the more you practise.


After you have made all 16 projects, you will be able to master any parchment craft project – you could try those on the gallery pages.


Parchment craft does not cause a mess and you do not require a lot of space. You simply need a table, a good chair and, most importantly, very good light. This is delicate and fine work so you need this for good results and to avoid straining your eyes.


BASIC TECHNIQUES


To look at, parchment paper is similar to tracing paper. Its thickness, translucence and flexibility is quite different, however, and allows you to use a wide variety of techniques, including cutting, embossing and colouring. These will transform the original parchment paper into a different-looking material all together. And each technique can be used to create a really wide array of designs and patterns. I can assure you that you will never become bored with this craft!


Each project teaches a different technique, illustrated in detail with step-by-step photographs, so what is shown here is simply a summary of the varied skills you will learn. For those with some knowledge of parchment craft, you will find all the techniques, neatly catalogued in this book, of great use as a reference, and a help if you have had trouble mastering anything in particular.


So have fun, and remember – practice makes perfect!
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Tracing (project 1)


Tracing involves copying the outlines of a pattern using ink and a mapping pen. The translucent parchment paper is laid on top of the pattern (patterns for all the projects are provided at the back of the book). White or coloured inks are used, depending on whether the outlines are to be seen in the finished piece.
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