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‘Whatever diminishes constraint diminishes strength. The more constraints one imposes, the more one frees one’s self of the chains that shackle the spirit.’
Igor Stravinsky: The Poetics of Music (1942)
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‘Poetry is a monument to silence, a figment of the visible, the soul song of the never-never.’ 
Catriona Brigham-Zhang, Jr: Song City: Essays on Making and Music (1994)
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Birmingham Jazz Incarnation



What a feeling, to step out of the musty


twilight bookshop air with a collection


of poetry under your arm & run smack


into a bleach-blonde brassy bellow of a day:


clear blue sky like a sheet of tarpaulin,
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