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Poetry Ireland Introductions aims to encourage excellence in the craft of poetry by raising the profile of talented, emerging poets.


The series offers poets in the early stages of their careers, writing in Irish or English, the opportunity to showcase their work through workshops and performance. The poets selected for the Introductions series participate in a workshop focused on poetic form and craft, as well as a masterclass on the art of reading and performing poetry in public, and a presentation on marketing and self-promotion for poets.


These workshops culminate in a series of public readings.


www.poetryireland.ie/writers/introductions-series
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Introduction



Poetry Ireland Introductions is a prestigious and wonderful programme, and as this year’s selector, I felt the weighty responsibility of having to choose a small number of poets from a wealth of submissions. Across the board, it is clear that the pulse of Irish poetry is very much beating. Reading the submitted work, and working with the chosen poets at Poetry Ireland, I had the rare and privileged sense of being able to look into the future. Each poet chosen for this year’s programme has a distinctive voice and a formal skill, and it’s my pleasure to introduce you to them here.


We begin with the deliberate, vulnerable, quietly radical poems of William Keohane, their slow ‘blooming / of gold’, a phrase which captures the alchemical way his forms transfigure language into a precious and illuminating substance. Then, we move on to the unafraid, dazzlingly alive lines of Molly Twomey’s work, where the reader feels themselves touching the world anew: ‘My wrists were so green, thorns wrote eulogies / for each other on my skin.’


Simon Costello’s poems are playful, even kaleidoscopic. His ekphrastic sequence ‘Wire and Not Ribbons’ is at once controlled and energetic, charting a head ‘brimming with white sparks and thunder’, like a smashed snow globe. Jamie Field’s poems, and his ars poetica ‘The Waiting Room’, show a poet alive to mystery, to concentration, to creating spaces where the ‘ache to leave [is] momentarily subdued’.


I fell in love with the work of Chandrika Narayanan-Mohan. The reversed perspectives of ‘Downwind of Sally’s Bridge’, fizzing with fear and transferred emotion, the electric charge of connection and threat; and the brilliant ‘5 Days in August’, where good moments are ‘like fractured glass, the delicacy of them’, both sharp and bright. Sacha White arrives with a set of poems that are playful and dark: we meet Miss Marple at the dentist, and a witch doing her weekly shop. Here, the familiar world is made surreal, stretching into what White calls ‘strange imaginative spaces’.


Eoin McEvoy and Siobhán Ní Dhomhnaill are skilled and exciting poets of the lyric as Gaeilge. McEvoy’s writing is tender, sensuous, and daring, and shares with Ní Dhomhnaill a desire to ‘move beyond a world with limits into a limitless world’. I am so grateful to Aifric Mac Aodha for selecting them, and for introducing me to their work, and proud to share it with you here.


Laura McKenna and Sonya Gildea are exact and exacting poets with keenly-trained eyes. McKenna’s admiration for the botanist Ellen Hutchins shines through the lush detail of her poems, and Gildea’s closely-observed small stanzas show a poet with the rare skill of turning language over to allow it to catch the light from many angles.


I am certain that these poets will go on to do great things, and indeed many of them already are doing. When we had the chance to speak at Poetry Ireland this summer, it was clear that each of them is committed both to the work of poetry and to the world of poetry, expanding its capacities, its joys, and its forms. I know you will enjoy their work.
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