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JANUARY 1


Choosing to Deny Ourselves





If any man would come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.


LUKE 9:23 ASV


When we come to the end of ourselves, realizing our own helplessness, relinquishing control, and surrendering our authority to God, he will begin a new work within us. He readies us for service, filling us with holy expectations. What joy it brings our Savior when we come to this position out of love for him. A childlike heart that solely walks with and glorifies Jesus will bring our Lord great pleasure.


Whether it is due to seeing ourselves in the true light of our sin or readily offering God our lives due to his great affection for us, let us choose self-denial. We should see it as an honor to share in the sufferings of Christ. None of us have ever suffered to the point of sweating blood, but he endured that level of agony for us. What joy is ours when we offer up our lives out of adoration for Jesus!


Lord, how desperately I need you! Help me choose to surrender myself, deny myself, and follow you. Amen.


 











JANUARY 2


Afforded a Royal Position





Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.


LUKE 12:32 KJV


Christ is the perfect Shepherd. He is our provider, caregiver, guide, restorer, comforter, and protector. He is everything! Christ the Lamb left the glory and total adoration of heaven, humbly offering himself as our sacrificial Lamb so that we may be made righteous by his blood. How can we help but proclaim, “Hallelujah! What a Savior!” Shouts of worship continue to erupt when we consider that it is the Father’s joy to give us the kingdom. Sinners are redeemed as the children of God and positioned to freely join in the inheritance that is in Jesus Christ.


What we had to offer and what Jesus sacrificed are in complete opposition. We were poor, without hope, wretched, and destitute but afforded a royal position because Jesus gave up his holy life for us. We share in the riches of salvation in Christ. Undeserving, yet we are gifted all that his glory has to offer. Let our praises ring out and continue throughout eternity in honor of our Savior and King.


Lord, may I not waste your precious promises but through the power of your promised Holy Spirit, my Helper, may I live them out in my life. Help me remember all that you have richly given to me in Jesus. Amen.


 











JANUARY 3


Boldly Magnify His Holy Name





The four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day and night they never cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!”


REVELATION 4:8 ESV


May we humbly ask God for a glimpse of his perfect, holy righteousness to permeate and transform our whole being and the way we live. May his gift of faith and belief propel us to finish the race and hear the words, “Well done.” May we bow before his throne and proclaim, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty.” As we gaze on his righteousness, we may be tempted to shrink back as we consider our depravity in the light of his divinity. If we feel shame, he will surely lift our head, for we stand in his presence because of his own Son’s sacrifice.


God sees Jesus when he looks at us. Christ made certain that God would accept our offering of praise through the power of his cross. We can proclaim his glory now and throughout eternity in assurance that our praises will honor him. Let us boldly magnify his holy name.


Holy God, thank you for your redeeming grace that blots out my sin by the power of your blood. Amen.


 











JANUARY 4


Stepping into Authority





Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.


JAMES 4:7 KJV


The Lord is our strength, for he tells us that he has given us the spirit “of power and of love and of a sound mind” (2 Timothy 1:7 NKJV). The darkness may toy with the thoughts in our head, but they cannot remain when we resist. We have the same power that God exerted when he raised Christ from the dead to shut down principalities, destroying any evil perpetrated against our redeemed soul. Our God has given us in Jesus the right to step into our authority to tear down any thought that does not come into agreement with our secured position in Christ.


As we lift our voices in gratitude to God, Satan will turn his vile tail and slither away, for he cannot stand for a single second in the presence of worship to our holy King. Remember that “greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world” (1 John 4:4 NASB).


Divine Holy Spirit, thank you for this assurance. Amen.


 











JANUARY 5


Faith to Move Mountains





I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.”


ISAIAH 6:8 ESV


Isaiah saw the Lord and heard the host of heaven cry, “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts” (v. 3 ESV). He stammered and said, “Woe is me” (v. 5 ESV). Then an angel of fire flew to him and touched his lips with a burning coal from the altar, saying, “Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for” (v. 7 ESV). Then the Lord said, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And Isaiah responded, “Here I am! Send me” (v. 8 ESV).


For a moment, I retreat as I count the cost. Will you, Lord, ask me to leave my loved ones or sacrifice my safety by going to a foreign land? Will I move forward or faint under the weight of uncertainty? Will I fail to obey or to have the faith to move mountains? Grant me your power and unwavering belief in your purpose for my path. May I continually build my life on you, the Word, and allow you to use me as a living stone. May I honestly and earnestly trust as I continually say, “Lord, send me!”


Dear Lord, put feet and hands to my response, “Here am I. Use me. Send me.” Amen.


 











JANUARY 6


God’s Glorious Grace toward Us





May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine on us—so that your ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations.


PSALM 67:1–2 NIV


God, in his kindness and love, gives us what we don’t deserve and saves us, through Christ, from what we do deserve. For us to think that this benevolence is our entitled benefit is a mistake of massive proportions. Due to his goodness alone, we are royal heirs with Jesus. Consider how he showers us with his affection. He counts the hairs on our head and raises his voice in song over us. May we never think for a moment that this is due to anything we have done, but purely a result of his glorious grace.


The purpose of this display of grace is to bring attention to who God is. He is love, he is trustworthy, he is our salvation, and without redemption in Christ, we would be damned to hell. Doesn’t he merit the fame, the acknowledgement from every knee that one day will bow? We are the recipients of the care and adoration of a righteous God who is worthy of our greatest praise.


Father, thank you for your gift of grace. I’m unworthy yet so grateful for the blood of Christ. I worship your name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 7


God’s Loving Provision and Plan





Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.


1 PETER 5:6–7 NIV


I wondered why humility toward God and others and giving God all my cares and anxieties are connected in this verse. Is it because I have pride in thinking I can work it out, I have the answer, or I can remedy the situation without God’s help? How often I have made a total mess because I held tight to my own control rather than relinquishing my cares and concerns to God’s loving provision and plan? How haughty of me to think I can handle anything outside of his power and grace!


May God sweep away the pride and ego that keep me from submitting my battles, burdens, fears, and frustrations to him. May I strike from my consciousness the sinful thoughts that I am enough on my own and that I alone command the solution. I want to receive the confident peace of knowing that my God is orchestrating every divine moment for his perfect will. I want the strict boundaries that his eternal love creates to pen me in and only open the gate when he calls me out to follow him.


Lord, thank you for your forgiveness of my sins as I humbly surrender them to you. Amen and hallelujah.


 











JANUARY 8


Do Not Fear Delays





This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him.


1 JOHN 5:14–15 NIV


As a little girl, I had a beautiful doll whose head I accidentally smashed as I was showing off that it was unbreakable. I sobbed in my mother’s arms for what seemed like hours. That night, I placed Betsy, my doll, on my dresser and asked God to heal her head. I totally believed that the next day she would be all put together. She wasn’t. It crushed my heart. Unbeknownst to me, Mom took her back to the store, and a few weeks later, Betsy was back, perfect as before. Years later, as an adult, God’s Spirit reminded me of Betsy. She had been put back together, just not in the way or time I thought it should happen.


Satan often creeps in during times of delay and uses them to discourage and introduce doubt. However, God always hears and answers in his timing and according to his good will. His answer is always perfect and perfectly timed.


Lord, my request today is that my heart will trust that your ways and answers to my petitions and prayers are always perfect. Thank you and amen.


 











JANUARY 9


God’s Guiding Light





Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the daytime will not stumble, for they see by this world’s light. It is when a person walks at night that they stumble, for they have no light.”


JOHN 11:9–10 NIV


The disciples questioned Jesus about the wisdom of going to Bethany. The people there had tried to kill him. Jesus answered that it is at night, without a light, when people will stumble.


I once heard a story that in the early 1900s, two young female evangelists wanted to minister in a remote town in the hills of the Ozarks. They were warned not to because of two feuding families who would not hesitate to shoot anyone who interfered in their business. The girls waited and then felt compelled by God’s Spirit to go. Eventually, the convicting power of the Holy Spirit fell on the families, and one-by-one their leaders cried out for forgiveness and were brought into the kingdom of God. Out of those two families came ministers, evangelists, missionaries, teachers, and college presidents. God helped them to reconcile their differences and see the light.


Dear Lord, may I move and speak in your timing, guided by the light of your Holy Spirit. Amen.


 











JANUARY 10


I Surrender All





“A time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.”


JOHN 4:23 NIV


The Aramaic word for “worship” means “to bow down” or “to surrender.” Does it matter what stance we take when we pray or worship? Some feel bowing to their knees brings them closer to God. Some may lie on the floor in their room as David did when begging God for the life of his baby boy. Whatever position you may claim, it is the condition of the heart that God considers most. Whether you sit, stand, or lie down, let your heart be fully his and his alone. Let all that you are submit in complete abandonment to Jesus.


May we live out the words of Judson W. Van de Venter’s beloved hymn, “I surrender all…All to Jesus I surrender. Make me, Savior, wholly thine!”


Dear Jesus, I desire to fully surrender to your lordship of my life. Amen.


 











JANUARY 11


His Presence Is Constantly Faithful





Now, may the grace and joyous favor of the Lord Jesus Christ, the unambiguous love of God, and the precious communion that we share in the Holy Spirit be yours continually. Amen!


2 CORINTHIANS 13:14 TPT


Jesus loves you. As his love pours into you, may it flow from you in word and deed.


Some of the last words Jesus spoke were, “I am with you always” (Matthew 28:20 NIV). When we have been sealed by the blood of Jesus, adopted into the family of God, his presence will forever be with us. We are prone to being lukewarm, making bad choices, indulging in self, and being rebellious. This can cause us to feel that our Redeemer does not love us or has forsaken us. If you feel as though God is absent, you must ask yourself, Who moved? We will always find that the answer to that question is that we moved, for God’s presence is faithfully constant. Living without God’s mercy and grace is a self-imposed prison. Go to him and leave your sin and resistance at his feet. The thrilling truth is that whatever the circumstances, our God will never leave us or forsake us. Hallelujah!


Father, may I never hide from you but confess and be restored to relationship through your Son. Amen.


 











JANUARY 12


He Is More Than Able





A woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years, but no one could heal her. She came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak, and immediately her bleeding stopped.


LUKE 8:43–44 NIV


In today’s verse, Scripture includes and honors a woman of faith for acting in secret and for having the faith of a mustard seed. She moved stealthily, wanting to steer clear of the hateful comments of those who blamed her for the disease. Hiding her face and her unclean condition, she determined not to make eye contact with the Man. She knew how important he was, and she believed if she could only grasp the hem of his garment, power would flow from him and heal her, which it did. The story continues by telling us that Jesus knew someone had touched him. Realizing she could no longer hide, the woman fell trembling at Jesus’ feet.


While Scripture does not tell us what she said, it may have been something like, “I was desperate to touch you, Jesus, for I knew if I could just touch even the fringe of your robe, I would be made well.” As verse 48 tells us, Jesus responded, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace” (NIV). Place your faith in our great Savior and healer, for he is more than able.


Lord, give me faith to believe in your healing power. Amen.


 











JANUARY 13


Does He Care?





“Even to your old age and gray hairs I am he, I am he who will sustain you. I have made you and I will carry you; I will sustain you and I will rescue you.”


ISAIAH 46:4 NIV


From the formation of your first cell until the day when your weary and aged body will enter its final rest, God is the one who determines your steps. When you were a child, time seemed never-ending. In the midst of your adult years, you start to notice how fast time flies. When your hair is gray and your stance is shortened, you wonder where the years went. As you review your life, you may see a tapestry of beauty or a picture of pain. Those who see the latter may wonder, Did Jesus care when my life was in despair? Did he hold me as he collected my tears? When my heart ached until I swore I physically felt it break, did he care? Be assured, dear one, he cares.


Put aside your need to justify the path you walked and know that in his goodness, he gave you exactly what his loving wisdom knew you needed. Although your soul was touched by grief, your Savior never leaves your side. Trust him.


Lord, thank you for your perfect plan designed for me. Amen.


 











JANUARY 14


For the Love of Us





One Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.


EPHESIANS 4:5–7 NIV


Our greatest imaginings could never comprehend the gift of love, mercy, and grace God freely gives to each of us. It is as if he doesn’t even notice how filthy we are, the most unworthy of creatures, as he woos us to himself. Or is it the ability he has to forgive and forget? Ah yes, because all our dirty rags and our stench of sin were paid for by his precious Son. We, in our infinite failure to please him, were made righteous because Jesus was tortured, all for the love of us. We deserved eternal punishment, but he wouldn’t have it. His love is greater than our depravity.


His provision is all we need, for his blood-stained cross delivered us from death to life. Yet some ignore this greatest of gifts. Those who accept his invitation for salvation in Jesus will know the one true God. He is the Father of all, who gave all he held dear to bring us near.


Jesus, thank you for your sacrifice, your death, so that I could live. Amen.


 











JANUARY 15


Hope in Christ Alone





You have been my hope, Sovereign LORD, my confidence since my youth.


PSALM 71:5 NIV


When a child is raised to know the truth of Scripture, realizing their worth in Christ in their early years, it brings wisdom. Believing God for all that he is and what he can do creates confidence, even in a young soul. Many, though, put faith in their own ability, only to fall prey to poor choices with disastrous consequences. They cavort with the wrong crowd. They take risks, thinking their youth makes them invincible. And for some, when it is too late, a thoughtless indiscretion changes the trajectory for their whole life.


Those who are trained to trust in Jesus, deciding to follow him from their childhood, grow in faith. They are certain of the future hope that is theirs in Jesus. Even if darkness looms, they know they will weather the storm with their Savior at their side. They are enabled by the power of the Holy Spirit to obtain victory in him, for their hope is in Christ alone. Raising our children to know the Lord must be our top priority.


Jesus, help me be a righteous example of you to young and old. My hope is in you. Amen.


 











JANUARY 16


The Sweetest Aroma





We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair.


2 CORINTHIANS 4:8 NIV


It may seem harsh, but we can only capture and preserve the beautiful fragrance of the rose if we tear the flower apart, mix the petals with pure oil, press them, set them aside, and press them again repeatedly. The long and slow process brings the greatest, sweet fragrance. Similarly, the sweetest aroma of Jesus can be manifested in our lives as we are hard pressed. Perhaps you have felt heartsick as you faced the sudden or painful deaths of loved ones, agonizing illness, battles of depression, addiction, the loss of a job or home, betrayal from family or friends, and other kinds of crushing disappointments. You felt the difficult times would never end.


As the pressing continued, though, you gained endurance, character, and hope. In God’s wisdom, he was using hardship to transform you into the image of Christ. Now, you have a different perspective, knowing that God is still refining, allowing the pressure to bring out Christ’s costly, precious fragrance in your life. To allow that scent to have its fullest perfume, you must trust in God’s goodness and plan.


Jesus, if crushing me means that I will have your scent, your appearance, and your heart, then press as hard as you must. I trust you. Amen.


 











JANUARY 17


He Calms the Storm





He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.


MARK 4:39 NIV


The raging sea struck fear in the hearts of the disciples. “Where is he?” they cried. “Can’t he save us?” And therein lies the problem…their lack of faith. They knew he was onboard. They had witnessed his powerful miracles, yet they still didn’t believe what was right in their presence. The all-powerful Son of God can stop short any storm and any trial. However, our faith is key. Hebrews says that “without faith it is impossible to please God” (11:6 NIV). If the disciples had not awakened Jesus, do you think they would have perished? Apparently they thought so, for their faith was weak. We must remember we serve an all-knowing, ever-present God, who sees all and can do anything.


Let us walk in assurance, even in the dark, trusting that our mighty Savior will always settle the rocky waves of life. Today, no matter the circumstance, may he give us a glimpse of Sonshine through the storm.


Blessed Jesus, thank you for never leaving me or forsaking me even in the darkest and most turbulent of storms. Amen.


 











JANUARY 18


Search Our Hearts





“I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols. I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.”


EZEKIEL 36:25–27 NIV


God knows our hearts. He hears all that we think and feel. He sees every pain, every desire, and every flaw—and because we are human beings, there are many, many flaws. The good news is that God sees us in all our sinfulness and still loves us. Better yet, he can cleanse our hearts, stripping away the dirt and leaving the goodness of his Spirit within us.


Only the Father can make us clean. He alone can transplant a redeemed heart and pure spirit in us. Let us kneel before God with humble attitudes, petitioning our Lord for help to live holy, righteous, and victorious lives before men. May we bring joy to our Lord and be credible witnesses of his redeeming love.


Holy Spirit, search my heart! Lay before me those sins I have committed and omitted and cleanse me by the blood of Jesus. May I be reverent before you and not grieve you by having a rebellious, unforgiving, or indifferent heart. Thank you, Father God, for your pure and abiding love. Amen.


 











JANUARY 19


Forewarned with Assurance





“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”


JOHN 16:33 NIV


Wars and rumors of wars. Poverty, famine, destruction, and despair. Many ask where God is in these circumstances. Many turn their back on a loving and forgiving God because they wrongly place on him the blame for the actions of our sinful human race. Pray for his lost children so that their eyes are opened to who he is and how much he loves them.


Today’s verse should give us all that we need to walk through life with full assurance that, no matter what, God’s got us. Nothing can interrupt or destroy his plan. When trouble comes, we have been forewarned in his Word that if we only believe, he will help us be victorious. Jesus said we would have trouble. He also assured that he is the only answer to every hardship that comes our way. His peace and the hope he provides will strengthen us for any problem that will ever befall us. As in the words of Edward Mote’s perennial hymn, “My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.”


Dear Jesus, thank you for not abandoning me in times of discouragement and doubt but overcoming them for me. Amen.


 











JANUARY 20


Go to Jesus





David said to Gad, “I am in deep distress. Let us fall into the hands of the LORD, for his mercy is great; but do not let me fall into human hands.”


2 SAMUEL 24:14 NIV


David said a mouthful when speaking to Gad. It was an accurate depiction of the lack of mercy within the human race. Spend any time at a junior high school, and you will witness the horrid verbal attacks that some young girls spew onto their classmates, often without cause. The boys duke it out, but the girls have tongues that can set the world on fire. In our time of distress, to whom should we go first? We must go to Jesus. We should only seek human advice after asking the Lord in prayer for wisdom. Going to the wrong person to seek advice can open a barrage of gossip and dissension.


Cry out to Christ, and then listen for his direction. Seek God for wisdom about whom to trust with your heart. God means for us to be in a community that cares for concerns confidentially. As believers, we must strive to be the love of Jesus to our brothers and sisters, in good times and in bad.


Jesus, make my heart fertile ground to carry the burdens of others. Help me care for the concerns of my brothers and sisters. Amen.


 











JANUARY 21


Unquenchable Love





Many waters cannot quench love; rivers cannot sweep it away.


SONG OF SONGS 8:7 NIV


You will not find the greatest love story ever told in your local theaters or on your favorite romance channel. It is only in one place. The Bible contains not only the greatest story ever told but the ultimate accounting of love given by the perfect Bridegroom. God intends this affection for every human ever born, yet only some will desire it. His adoration will never diminish, and he will never rescind it. He freely offers his love and mercy to sinners until the day of judgment begins. This is a love to die for, and that is exactly what Jesus did. He desired us and didn’t want to live in his kingdom without us, so he gave his blood to buy us for his own. One day, we will celebrate this enormous love at the most magnificent wedding feast of all time. Will you be in attendance?


The Bridegroom will take his bride, his church, to be with him forever and always. If you have not accepted his sacrifice, won’t you come to the altar today? The truest love of all awaits your decision to walk down the aisle into your Savior’s arms.


Dear Jesus, my Bridegroom-King, birth anew within me a consuming passion to love you reverently and completely. Amen.


 











JANUARY 22


Holy as He Is Holy





Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is.


EPHESIANS 5:15–18 NIV


We often think that no one is watching what we do and that it really won’t affect anyone if we make a small error in judgment. Who is going to care, right? When you profess to know Jesus, telling others of your transformation in Christ, there will be eyes on you. You might as well wear a neon sign. Some are interested in seeing what God can do with a person while some are eager to tear you down at the slightest mistake.


If you bear the name of Jesus, you carry a weighty responsibility. We must go into all the world and preach the gospel. We’re to be ready with an answer. We are to be holy as he is holy. We can’t play fast and loose with our actions, for time is short, and the commission is clear. Make disciples, for this was what Jesus asked of us, and it is his will for our service to him and others.


Dear Lord, help me live a holy life. Open my eyes to opportunities for sharing you so others may know you. Amen.


 











JANUARY 23


The Glory of God





Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song.


PSALM 95:2 NIV


God deserves our praise and worship. We should never hesitate to raise our voices, lift our arms, and give him the greatest gratitude. He is Elohim (Creator), Jehovah-Nissi (the Lord is my banner), Jehovah Jireh (the Lord is my provider), Jehovah Shalom (the Lord is my peace), El Shaddai (the almighty One), Jehovah Sabaoth (the Lord of Hosts), Jehovah Raah (the Lord is my Shepherd), Jehovah Tsidkenu (the Lord our righteousness), Jehovah Shammah (the Lord is there). He is love, he is wise, he is merciful, he is faithful, he is the truth, he is righteousness, and he is holy.


There is no limit, no end to the glory of God, and our lips should proclaim his goodness with every breath we take. We should shout from the rooftops of his sacrifice for our salvation. We must love him with an undivided heart and surrendered soul and be willing to go wherever he leads. He deserves the best we can give him. He deserves our all.


Lord, give me a thankful heart that worships you. Help me spend my life glorifying your name and leading others to your Son. Amen.


 











JANUARY 24


Jesus Is the Only Way





“I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown.”


REVELATION 3:11 NIV


Mankind has always struggled with the one thing God gave him to control: free will. God entrusted choice to us hoping we would choose him. Many do come to the Savior, but so many live empty, pointless, materialistic lives that have no benefit for eternity. The very thing that gives man his freedom is the door that can lead to his demise. Christians know that salvation in Jesus is the only way. God knows he must send to hell those who reject his Son.


Why then doesn’t he make us love him? Scholars and theologians can only offer opinions to answer this question. As a statement of fact, there is no greater love, no grander future, and nothing worth anything at all unless Jesus Christ is at the center of it. Choosing him and the reward of a relationship with the one true God, he has left to our discretion. If only humanity would wake up before it’s too late. Come to Jesus.


Jesus, I choose you because you loved me first. Help me to hold fast until you return. Amen.


 











JANUARY 25


Don’t Grow Weary; Do Good





Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.


ROMANS 12:9 NIV


As long as we are on this earth, the Enemy will do his best to tempt us to sin. We must be vigilant to watch for his schemes, for he will appear as an angel of light, debating whether God really means what he says. Humanity has a propensity to see evil as good and good as evil.


Hate is a strong word, carrying murderous intentions, yet the Bible tells us to hate evil. Therefore, destroy any thought that would cause you to trespass against the goodness of God. Take every thought and action to the throne of grace, where you will find help and strength in your time of need. God has given us everything we need in Christ to deflect the flaming arrows of the Enemy that threaten to take us down. We can trust that the Lord will guide us as we walk in love. He will hold up our arms so that we don’t grow weary in doing good. Surrender your heart and mind to Jesus Christ, determining to be sincere in continuing in righteousness.


Jesus, I know I can do nothing without you. Help my mind stay on what is lovely so I can sincerely display your goodness. Amen.


 











JANUARY 26


No Condemnation





“God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.”


JOHN 3:17 ESV


Why is it that our world tends to view God as a cosmic killjoy who is eager to lower the boom on any who cross him? The mindset is that God is not good, that he is a hard taskmaster who wants to make us all pay. Who perpetuated this myth? Scripture clearly states that God did not send Jesus to the cross to condemn us but to provide forgiveness and salvation to the world. When you consider how the Enemy has filled hearts and minds with this lie throughout the ages, it should move all of us to speak out and boldly tell the truth.


The verse preceding today’s entry tells us that God loves the world so much that he sacrificed the life of his Son for the human race (v. 16). Who of us would give the life of our loved one for another? I doubt any hands are raised. It’s time that the world sees God for who he is—always good, showering love on those who love him and to their descendants.


Father, help me speak the truth of your love and goodness to the world. Give me favor so others will believe. Amen.


 











JANUARY 27


Listen and Respond





“Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me.”


REVELATION 3:20 NASB


A fun question we sometimes pass around at friendly gatherings is this: “If you could have dinner with anyone in history, who would it be?” Many at a Christian event will answer Jesus. Isn’t it interesting that in Revelation, Jesus has the same desire about being with us? There he is, an absolute gentleman, standing at the door of our heart and tapping softly. He will never assume that he can just walk through the entry but will wait until we answer his request and extend a welcome. If the person on the other side of the door can see their need, they will answer the invitation to salvation. Once Jesus enters, a lifetime meal of relationship will begin.


For those who choose not to listen and do not respond with their invitation for Christ to enter, the future is grim. If you have not listened closely enough to hear his request, turn the ear of your heart toward heaven so that you can be assured a seat at the wedding feast with your beloved Bridegroom.


Jesus, being with you overflows my heart with joy. Thank you for your amazing grace and love. Amen.


 











JANUARY 28


Follow the Truth





Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”


JOHN 14:5–6 NIV


How desperately I feel my lack of faith this morning. At times, in prayer I feel like my words are bouncing off a wall. I don’t feel a connection, and when I base my intercession on feelings, that is when my faith falters. We don’t know God’s specific plans for our day, yet we know we can safely follow wherever he leads. We can banish anxiety and follow the truth, our Savior. We should be giddy as we follow him knowing that, regardless of where we end up, it will be his best for us.


Whether it is a deep valley or a high mountain, the Father will be our companion. If Jesus is Lord of your life, you should have hopeful expectations for the days ahead. So go, even though you may not know where, and follow whether the road is smooth or rocky. Jesus is your guide and will ultimately deliver you safely home.


Dear Lord, help me move beyond my feelings and trust you, my perfect Savior, to fuel the embers of faith. Amen.


 











JANUARY 29


Agree in the Lord





Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.


EPHESIANS 4:32 NIV


“Life is short, and we have not much time for gladdening the hearts of those who are traveling the dark way with us,” wrote Swiss philosopher Henri Frederic Amiel. “Be swift to love. Make haste to be kind.”


In Philippians 4, Paul urges Eudodia and Syntyche to agree in the Lord. Here were two women who had labored side by side with Paul for the gospel, and now they were at odds with each other. Possibly there was offense and then gossip ensued. Maybe tongues were wagging as people witnessed the disgust each woman was exhibiting toward the other. The two women may have tried to gather allies, dividing the brethren. Undoubtedly their ministry was affected due to their poor attitudes. This is a situation where humility and forgiveness must take center stage. We must honor the Lord’s command to consider others more important than ourselves. Put aside any sin that would hinder the gospel of Jesus as you shine for him in the world.


Lord, seal my lips from evil, open my heart, and bow my spirit in prayer. Amen.


 











JANUARY 30


Hands and Feet of Jesus





“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’”


MATTHEW 25:40 NIV


The Salvation Army began in England because one couple, William and Catherine Booth, put legs on this verse. They went to the poorest area of London and began sharing Jesus, the answer to every need, whether body, soul, or spirit. As their eyes were opened to the wickedness of slavery and the trafficking of children, they put their lives and ministry in grave danger to rescue vulnerable people. In the same period, George Muller, walking in faith and never asking for contributions, was founding orphanages for parentless, outcast, and abandoned children. Warriors for Christ called to show God’s justice, mercy, and grace put their faith into action and became the hands and feet of Jesus to those who were in need.


We are called to act as the Booths and Muller did. Christ calls believers to have their basin and towel ready, their five loaves and fish at hand, and their sacrifice of love available to all. We are the only image of Jesus some people will ever encounter.


Dear Lord, you are Christ, the living, redeeming Savior and deliverer. Help me be your hands and feet to those who are suffering. Amen.


 











JANUARY 31


The Unseen Savior





Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory.


1 PETER 1:8 ESV


When a woman is pregnant, she has no idea what her child will look like and possibly doesn’t even know the gender. She can’t view their personality or hear what their voice will sound like. Yet she loves her unseen child with an intensity she has never known before. She believes her child will bring so much happiness to her life and that the world will be a better place because this child is in it. She has never held her child, yet her protective nature wraps her baby in her mind’s arms. She is overflowing with love.


Is this how we feel about Jesus? We have never seen him, yet today’s verse claims that those who know him love him still. We have no absolute picture of his appearance, but we know of his affection for us and the provision of his salvation. We believe with unwavering faith and are filled with joy at the thought of our King. His glory surrounds us as we place our faith in the unseen Savior.


Jesus, I haven’t seen you, but I love you. My heart is filled with you. Amen.
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