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    CHAPTER I

~

    
    
    
    
    THE ANCIENT ITALIAN PROVINCE OF Venetia is of interest to us in the present inquiry as the source to which the first Venetians looked as the home of their fathers or of their own youth. It was a region of Northern Italy, which extended from the foot of the Alps to the Adriatic Sea; but its boundaries seem to have undergone changes. After its subjugation by the Romans, Venetia was considered as forming part of Cisalpine Gaul. The people are described as a commercial, rather than a warlike, community; and it is a curious circumstance that they displayed in their dress, like their insular descendants, a predilection for black. An immense amount of confusion has arisen in the accounts of this country and its inhabitants by a failure to discriminate with proper care between the Veneti of America and their Adriatic namesakes. The former were remarkable for their proficiency in martial pursuits and their brave resistance to the Roman legions and navy; yet it is at the same time questionable whether the trade in amber conducted by Greeks and Phoenicians between Western Europe and the Baltic does not really belong to the Transalpine Veneti, who are also more likely to be the people among whom Herodotus relates that it was a custom to sell their marriageable daughters by auction.

    There seems to be some plausibility in the suggestion that a colony passing in the course of migration from their native soil to Asia Minor, proceeded thence, in process of time, to Northern Italy, on the shores of which they formed numerous settlements. These colonists were called Tyrrhenians or Etruscans; they became the founders, at successive periods, of Spina at the mouth of the Po, and Hadria or Hatria in its vicinity, both of which attained the highest degree of commercial prosperity. No vestiges of the former are now visible, though the name may seem to have survived in the islet of Spinalunga, a later alluvial formation. The gradual deposits of nature have had the effect of removing Hadria to a distance of more than fourteen miles from that sea on which it once stood, and which still bears its name—the Hadria iracunda of Horace. Nor has the decline been recent; for even in the time of the Romans these places presented little more than the shadow of their pristine greatness.

    In the Augustan age Venetia and Istria united to form the Tenth Legion; under Constantine, the two districts were reckoned as the seventeenth province of Rome. Venetia itself was divided, during the reign of the latter prince, into Prima and Secunda or Maritima, the last of which had long been known to the conquerors as the Gallicae Paludes. Venetia Maritima appears to have been bounded on the east by the Adriatic, on the north by the Julian Alps, on the west by an imaginary line drawn between the Adige and the Po, and on the south by the latter river.

    The inclining plain of Northern Italy, which verges continually toward the sea, is irrigated by several rivers. Of these, the Livenza and Isonzo take their rise in the Alps; the Brenta, the Musone, the Piave, and the Adige in the Tyrol; while the Po, after receiving the tributary waters of the Alps and the Apennines, disembogues in the Adriatic at its western angle. That the strength and vehemence of the currents of these several streams would be greatly increased by the sloping nature of the country through which they flow, is sufficiently obvious; and it will also be easy to conceive the process by which, in their passage to the gulf, the force of the tide would loosen and remove the sand and mud accumulated on their shores, and deposit it as sediment at their respective confluences, which lay within a short distance of each other. This fluviatile drift, which served to attest the active and unrestricted operations of nature in that quarter, naturally assumed, in the course of ages, the form of mounds, or lid, while many acquired a degree of size and solidity which entitled them to the name of islands. The final result which was to be expected, however, from this large formation of new and artificial soil close to the terra firma, was that the whole intermediate expanse of morass, or lagoon, would have been girt by an unbroken belt of sand, and that an extensive tract of country would have been permanently reclaimed from the ocean; and this, indeed, was only obviated by the estuaries which along the upper coast of Northern Italy were created by the frequent confluence of opposite currents, and which, by a series of winding and deep channels, divided the lid at irregular intervals, at the same time affording a certain access to the wide and terraqueous tract which had now interposed itself between the true shore and the exterior margin of the Adriatic.

    It was on these narrow strips of land, ill sheltered from the waves, yet by them only protected, of which it might have appeared that man would hardly care to dispute possession with the sea-fowl, that a few hundred stragglers, exiles from their native soil, were driven, in the fifth century of our era, by the force of adversity, to seek a temporary home; and on this unique site the fugitives laid the foundations of the proud and powerful Venice, by erecting here and there a few huts of mud and osiers.

    In the singular encroachment of the land upon the water which was to be observed in the conformation of the Venetian lagoons, and the slow creation of a firm soil, where before there had been nought but liquid expanse, it was not unnatural for the men of that time to see an evidence of preparation for things that were to come. The remarkable changes which had taken place during the lapse of ages in that part of the coast might well seem to a less incredulous age than ours to point to the distant contemplation of a City of Refuge in the midst of the waves.

    We are told by Strabo that in his day the country immediately contiguous to the Gulf of Adria was intersected in every quarter by rivers, streams, and morasses; Aquileia and Ravenna were then cities in the marshes; and it appears probable that, had not the inroads of the sea been checked by a circumvallation of dykes, the whole region would have presented the aspect of a salt-lake.

    The climate of ancient Venetia was generally tepid, occasionally chilly. In the spring, the atmosphere was gratefully tempered by the sea-breezes; during the summer, the frequent recurrence of storms cleared the air, and deluged the plains; snow was rare and transient. The soil was rich and fertile: it was composed of ashes, dust, and bitumen, varied at certain levels by layers of salt. Salt also formed, with honey oil, fish, and wine, the staple commodities of the country.

    After the successive fall of Spina and Hadria, three other cities, which had remained down to that time in comparative obscurity, acquired in their turn prominence and celebrity. Of these the most conspicuous in wealth and in industry was Aquileia. This place continued, for some length of time, to hold the first rank among the cities of Northern Italy. The river and maritime commerce of the Aquileians was equally considerable. Their traders penetrated by the Danube to Goritz and Belgrade, and perhaps even to Byzantium and the Roman colonies on the Cimmerian Bosporus and the Black Sea. The Po, the Tagliamento, the Livenza, the Adige, and the Brenta were covered with their carooes and freights. Their port was regarded as the general emporium of that part of the peninsula.

    Other towns of leading importance at the same period were Patavium (Padua)—in the time of Strabo a manufacturing place of some note—Ravenna, Concordia, and Altinum.

    The ancient port of Aquileia was the large island which extended along the upper margin of the salt lagoon to the south of Frijilili, and which was known as Grado. In the palmy days of Aquileia, with which it was connected by a mole of Roman construction, Grado seems to have been a place of some consideration. It is likely that it derived no small advantage from the unceasing traffic maintained by the Aquileians with every part of Italy. In the second century, or even earlier, the island formed a favorite residence of the bishops of Aquileia. who embellished it with orchards, pastures, vineyards, and olive-yards, and, in conjunction with Caprulae, one of the harbors of Altinum, it was frequently chosen as the quarters of the Roman array and the anchorage of the Roman fleet. More northward, and at a somewhat higher level, lay Torcello. In the time of the Romans, Torcello enjoyed considerable eminence. It was one of the ports of Altinum, the aristocracy of which were in the habit of resorting thither in the summer season for change of air. It was full of gardens and country-houses, and it was probably the fashionable watering-place of the day. Within quite recent times vestiges of Roman life and civilization have been recovered in excavating on the site of Venice for a variety of purposes, and there seems slight room for doubt that in remote ages the coast line was lower, and that the river silt and artificial embankment gradually and jointly buried many of the former human memorials of this locality, and obliterated many landmarks. It has been supposed that a branch of the Via Emilia passed or started very close to this point, and that here in the second century there was a Roman military station, since a grave discovered about six feet below the surface in the Bacino Orseolo bore the inscription: Milt. Coort. III, B. Centuria. The revolutionary changes, however, which have taken place on the present spot posterior to the Roman occupation, render it difficult to speak with confidence or to fix with certainty.

    On the demise of Constantine the Great (337), his extensive dominions were divided among his three sons, Constantine, Constantius, and Constans. In 353 the violent death of his two brothers left the second son sole emperor. In 360, however, Constantius feeling incapable of sustaining the undivided weight of a vast and sinking empire was under the necessity of decorating his nephew Gallus with the purple, and of entrusting to his care the Eastern provinces. But the feeble and odious character of the new Caesar speedily procured his deposition and imprisonment in the fortress of Pola, where he died; and by the decease of Constantius himself in 361, the monarchy devolved on the accomplished Julian, who again was succeeded, after a reign of two years, by Jovian (363). The history of Rome from the accession of the last-named prince to the final partition of the empire forms a well-known page in history. The temporary check which the genius of Theodosius had given to the enemies of his country was far more than neutralized by a variety of influences. The Roman empire was overturned, in 409, by the Goths under Alaric.

    Forty-three years later Attila or Etzel, king of the Huns, invaded Italy, where he hoped to find and to conquer a rich and feeble province, which the Romans, disunited by faction and enervated by luxury, seemed unable to protect. The horde of warriors, of whom Attila was the general and the sovereign, and which spread itself from the Caspian to the Danube, proudly traced their descent from the pastoral tribes which, two thousand years before the Christian era, were dwelling beyond the frontiers of China. As the newcomers, who, in the absence of fortified positions, had few or no obstacles to surmount, advanced toward the sea. the whole peninsula was laid waste and desolate; and the level plains of Lombardy, and the smiling fields of Umbria and Liguria, soon became a pre to invaders whose strange and uncouth mien was regarded by their victims with a feeling of pious horror. The maritime districts of Italy underwent, in their turn, a similar fate; and such of the inhabitants of those regions as had the courage and self-possession to effect their escape, sought shelter by a natural impulse in the neighboring lagoon. The Paduans fled to Malamocco and Rialto; those of Belluno and Feltre commenced the formation of a settlement to which they gave the name of Heracla. In Grade, which had hitherto been their Wapping or Leith, the Aquileians were happy to find an asylum for their wives and families. Eight miles from their native town of Concordia, in the Aquae Caprulanae, whose soil had hitherto yielded only to the footprints of the goatherds and their flocks, another colony founded the modern Caorlo. The inhabitants of Oderzo and Asolo betook themselves in the extremity of their distress to the Lido Cavallino (so called from its celebrated breed of horses), where they became the founders of a city, on which they bestowed the name of Jesulo or Equilo. Lastly, one third of the population of the once proud and opulent Altinum, unwillingly forsaking the banks of the Silis, set up a memorial of the home they had left behind them, by christening the six islands, on which they planted their new settlements, under the names of the six ports of their old home. Such was the origin of Torcello, Murano, Burano, Maggiorbo, Costanziaco, and Amiano.

    The constituent elements of the new community, while they were slightly varied in regard to the place of immediate origin, bespoke the possibility of the early arrival at some definite scheme of policy borrowed from the system under which they had previously lived. Among the fugitives and exiles were persons of both sexes of the highest birth and of the most distinguished associations; and they brought with them to the lagoons some fruits of political training and some tincture of social cultivation. They were not barbarians or primitive aborigines, who had slowly to acquire the arts of civilized life, but men and women, who saw before them the arduous yet achievable problem of reconstructing on a fresh soil the shattered constitutional and social fabric which they had left behind them.

    That the emigrants experienced meanwhile a long interval of wretchedness and poverty is almost unquestionable; and there is, at the same time, room for the hypothesis, that a certain number, to whose original pursuits and experiences their present home was more than ordinarily ill-adapted, endeavored, when the danger was removed, to retrace their steps. To what extent a reflux took place, we are left ignorant; and at any rate it was more than counteracted by the periodical succession of fresh irruptions and the slow growth of the insular settlement into habitability even for agriculturists and foresters.

    The collapse of the Roman power under Romulus Augustus, numbering among its effects the withdrawal of Britain from imperial protection, may be said to have favored on the one hand the advance of the Saxon invaders and colonists to the shores of England, while on the other it exposed Italy to the aggression of the Huns and their successors. The incidents which accompanied the downfall of Rome formed the indirect basis of the rise of two empires, which were in turn to occupy a dominant position in the world—first, Venice, then Great Britain. On the ruins of the old Italy was to rise a new and even greater one, composed of different races, and governed by different conditions: not a single State, but a group of States, of which Venice was to become the foremost and almost the most durable, and to approach nearest to the Romans in a progressive policy of conquest and absorption. 

    It may be judged that in their choice of a government the members of the new commonwealth allowed themselves to be guided by the example of Rome herself, from which they in some measure traced their descent. At the outset the affairs of the exiles remained, it appears, under the management of Consuls elected at Padua; there was a brief interregnum, during which there was a sacerdotal government, presumably having its centre at Grado; and in 466 a convention of the principal citizens, finding, of course, that this species of administration was unsuitable, where the practical concerns of a trading and maritime society began to enter prominently into everyday life, assembled there, and formally constituted themselves into a Republic, with a Tribune for each island or each appointed division of the territory. The first political autonomy was therefore of ecclesiastical type, the consulate leaning on the mother-city, and lying more or less under its influence. The first Consular Triumvirate, which is traditionally reported to have been elected at Padua, and to have consisted of Alberigo Faliero, Tommaso Candiano (or Sanudo), and Zeno Daulo (or Dandolo)—names which circumstances render worthy of preservation—remained in office during three years; under the second, the dignity became triennial; and in 466 the Consuls were supplanted by annual Tribunes, who fluctuated in number, during a period of about 230 years, between one and twelve/ Of the nature and extent of an authority which has left few traces of its existence, it is of course difficult to form even an approximate notion: yet it is rational to suppose that at the outset these magistrates were required merely to administer justice and to preserve order; but it is quite worthy of remark that even at this early stage there was an incipient tendency to secure a balance of authority by the principle of nominating two officers either for the whole dominion or for the respective divisions of it, as at Sparta two kings were elected as mutual checks over each other; and this form of rule embraced an unrestricted jurisdiction over Church and State. At that primeval epoch, the general interests of the community were discussed and secured avowedly in periodical conventions (like the Roman Comitia), termed in the Venetian dialect Arrengo, composed of the whole adult male population of the islands, and long—indeed for centuries—held in the open air. Of such an assembly the desire to transform the right of public debate into a privilege or monopoly appears at least to be hardly predicable. But it is not difficult to trace in this representative system a fundamental want of compact organization. The Arrengo was manifestly too large and too factious an assembly to act in harmony, or to exercise a due control over public affairs. The weakness of the Legislature naturally strengthened the hands of the Executive; the Tribunes soon felt their power, and soon abused it; each aspired to absolute and undivided authority; and the nation had frequent cause to complain that their confidence was betrayed by a single magistrate who dared to infringe their dearest privileges. 

    The excesses of these annual magistrates, who indeed seldom bequeathed to those who came after them anything beyond the task of perpetuating civil discord and public misery, led, however, as a natural consequence, to several modifications at successive periods in the government. In 503, after forty-six years of confusion and discontent, an intelligent effort was made to centralize authority; one Gastaldo or Administrator was clothed by the national assembly with supreme jurisdiction; and this new form of administration endured through seventy-one years. In 574 the monarchic system fell into disrepute; a fresh revolution was wrought in the government, and the direction of affairs was then entrusted to ten Tribunes. Finally, in 654, two Gastaldo having been assigned to the island of Heracla, recently colonized by fugitives from Oderzo and other places in the vicinity, these magistrates were added to the existing number, which remained unchanged till the close of the seventh century. 

    The pressure of misfortune had not produced any impression of an enduring character on the higher, or permanently bettered the condition of the humbler, class of refugees. Sympathy might perhaps level for a while social distinctions: and want of shelter and food might unite men of different ranks, training, and associations, in obviating a common danger. But it is unsafe to believe that such an order of things continued to exist when the little colony grew into a city, and when its origin faded into a tradition. 

    During a long and peaceful reign of thirty-three years, Theodoric the Great was the lawgiver and the sovereign of a docile people, whose virtue and barbaric pride prompted them to imitate the arts and refinements of the nation which they had vanquished, and for a while, at least, to shun the vices which with those arts and those refinements had insensibly grown up. The Goths, who rapidly acquired the dominion of the vast region extending from Sicily to the Danube, and from Belgrade to the Atlantic Ocean, affected to disguise their power under the pleasing name of alliance or hospitality; and the wise moderation of their king led him to admit the Romans to the civil offices of the government, and not merely to tolerate, but to protect, the established religion of Italy. 

    Under the successors of this enlightened prince, the rapid decline of the empire which he had created, and the victories, of the illustrious Belisarius, lieutenant of Justinian, betrayed the gradual and furtive influence of climate and example over the susceptible mind of the Goth and the partial regeneration of a martial spirit in the breast of the Roman; and although the brilliant achievements of two later monarchs, or Vitigis and Totila, shed a parting ray of glory on the horizon, the commanding talents of the Eunuch Narses dispelled for ever the once-cherished hope of restoring to the Gothic kingdom of Italy the vigor and stability which it had possessed under Theodoric.

    Among the well-known Letters of Cassiodorus, Pretorian Prefect of this great ruler, two derive a peculiar value from the fact that no other monuments exist of the state of Venice and the adjoining territory during the domination of the Goths in the Peninsula, and they indirectly testify to the recognition of the tribunal government alike by the Goths and by the Venetians. The first records a famine which visited the inhabitants about the year 520, and from which it appears that they were relieved by the humane interposition of Theodoric, who not only furnished them in their distress with every kind of provision, but permitted them to convert to their own use the corn and wine which they had collected, according to their annual custom, for the Royal Bouche. The second epistle, which is the more remarkable, was addressed in 523 to the imperial Tribunes of Venetia Maritima, who were therein exhorted not to neglect the transmission of the expected supplies of wine, oil. and honey from certain towns of Istria to the royal palace at Ravenna. 

    In point of substance and style, the latter exhibits a sense of power, softened by a love of figurative rhetoric; and its tone, though in a few places slightly authoritative, is, generally speaking, that of solicitation and advice. It portrays, in graphic but transparent colors, the delightful simplicity of Venetia and the Islands, whose people the writer fancifully likens to water-fowl passing an amphibious existence among the lagoons of the Adriatic; and on the whole, the letter, while it may be regarded as a fair model of Gothic composition, must be accepted as an unique historical document. At the same time it cannot but be suspected that, in giving publicity to a production which is certainly far too florid for a letter, far too vague and diffuse for a dispatch, the vanity of the author slightly outran the zeal of the magistrate, and that Cassiodorus was betrayed by a fondness for literary effect into the development of a simple note, until the note became an elaborate epistle.

    “You,” exclaims the Prefect, “who own numberless boats on the confines of Ravenna, exhibit, I pray you, your devotion by transporting thither the tributes of Istria. It is added to your other blessings that a path is opened to you which is at all times exempt from danger: for when the winds rage, and the ocean is closed against you, it is left to you to sail up the pleasantest of rivers. Your ships fear not the sharp gusts. Towed by ropes, they skim along, and men assist the progress of the vessels with their feet. It is with satisfaction that I call to mind the manner in which your houses are situated. Venice on the south touches Ravenna and the Po; on the east it enjoys the prospect of the Ionian shore, where the tide in its flow and in its ebb alternately veils and uncovers the face of Nature. Here you live like sea-birds. Your houses are like the Cyclades, scattered over a watery expanse. To the waves of the ocean you do not hesitate to oppose a frail barrier of dykes, flanked by fascines of interlaced vine-stems. Your population knows but one means of subsistence—its fisheries. There the poor man and his rich neighbor live in equality. One kind of nutriment is common to all: one kind of dwelling shelters all. You do not quarrel about your Senates. Your salterns are your sole source of contention. Instead of ploughs, instead of pruning hooks, you turn cylinders. Thence arises all that you have and thence you procure the things which you have not. Among you money is struck in any fashion for the purchase of food. Any one is at liberty to seek gold; to find salt, there is no one but desires.”

    From the language which the Prefect employs toward the subjects of his and their master, no certain conclusion can be formed as to the amount of deference which the adjacent little State of Venice considered it prudent to pay to so powerful and at the same time so generous a neighbor; but the Prefect’s letter has this other sort of value for us that it sheds a side light on the condition of the infant but growing Republic, and the mode of living of her people, just when the faintest glimpses are receivable with gratitude. Nor can there be any doubt that the letter was intended for communication to the Tribunes of the Republic as well as to the Gothic officials. Such a water service as is here indicated was exactly the homage which the first race of Venetians might legitimately offer to the Goths, and perhaps the only tribute which it was in their powder to pay. They had already, it may be presumed, gained a celebrity as pilots and mariners, who were known to excel in threading the sinuous and obscure channels of the lagoons; and, while the defense of the frontiers of their extensive dominions engrossed the attention of Theodoric and his successors, the latter not yet aiming at naval preponderance or maritime commerce, were not indisposed, perhaps, to accept the friendship of a small community which was too poor to gratify their cupidity, and too insignificant to tempt their ambition.

    Yet, although the policy of the Goths toward the Venetians seems to have been characterized by uniform forbearance, the latter, sensible of their weakness and jealous of their freedom watched with extreme solicitude the progress of the war which broke out, shortly after the death of Theodoric, between his successors and the Greek Emperor. One instance, indeed, is recorded, in which their zeal carried them so far as to take an active share in the operations. In 550, Narses, the imperial lieutenant, whose headquarters were then at Ravenna, being desirous of effecting a junction with a large body of Lombard mercenaries whom he had received into his pay, and who were detained at Aquileia by a flood, solicited the aid of the Venetians, whose transports readily conveyed that valuable reinforcement to its proper destination. Two churches, one to St. Theodore, who appears to have been chosen by the islanders about this period as their tutelary saint, the other to the martyrs Menna and Geminian, were soon afterward erected at Rialto, on a plot of ground known as the Bruollo or Brolio, in the district of Gambarere, in commemoration of the service of the islanders, and as a token of the gratitude of Narses, by whose munificence Venice was placed in a position to indicate to future ages the origin and antiquity of her subsequently intimate connection with Constantinople. The character of the requital prepares us to believe that the service was highly appreciated, while the two timber churches probably represented the sole return for it, which was perhaps advisedly put in a complimentary form. The descriptions of costly materials used in these primitive structures are naturally suggestive of salvage from buildings on the terra Jirma either partially destroyed by invaders or partially dismantled by the inhabitants in anticipation of attack; and doubtless the Venetian pioneers acquired much acceptable help in this way, and were enabled by their naval skill and resources to transport the stones to their new destination. But the incident reveals a notable growth of resources on the part of Venice, and Narses learned, from the angry representations of the Paduans, that the colony in the lagoon was in part waxing prosperous and strong at their cost by the absorption of the coast and river trade. 

    After the death of Tejas, the task of constituting the Italian possessions of the Byzantine Court into a Viceroyalty or Exarchate devolved on the victorious general; and Narses, who became the first of the Greek Exarchs of Ravenna, was represented in all the towns or cities which still revered the majesty of the purple by a military Duke, whose authority was subordinate to the lieutenant of the Emperor. The successor of Belisarius governed and oppressed the Peninsula till the year 567, when Justin, alarmed by the murmurs of the Italians, sent Longinus in his stead. The supersession of Narses is said to have been due to the Empress Sophia. The former Exarch had during his term of office engaged in his service a body of Lombard mercenaries, as has been just mentioned; and he signalized his resentment at his dismissal by inciting that people to invade the peninsula, which they successfully did within a brief period.

    There is no direct proof that the Prefect Cassiodorus ever paid an actual visit to Venice, although he is shown by his own expressions to have been fairly conversant with the topography of the islands and the condition of their inhabitants. Longinus, however, almost certainly went there, prior to his departure for Constantinople, in order to confer with the Emperor and receive general instructions; and the object of the new Exarch, apart from curiosity, was to procure the means of transport, which was readily granted to him and to prevail on the colonists to admit the suzerainty at least of his master, which the Venetians at first refused to do. For they declared that they had laboriously established themselves, as they had already told his predecessor, in that place, and made it what it was with the work of their hands in spite of all the dangers and hardships from Hun, Vandal, Goth, and Lombard; “and God,” quote they, “who is our help and protection, has saved us in order that we may dwell upon these watery marshes. This second Venice, which we have raised in the lagoons, is a mighty habitation for us. No power of emperor or prince can reach us save by the sea alone and of them we have no fear.” The reception of Longinus in or about 568 must have impressed him as powerfully and pleasantly as it today, through the old historian, impresses us. He was met by the people with great rejoicing, to the sound of bells, flutes, citterns, and other instruments, so that you could not have heard the thunder of heaven. The Exarch, so far as he was personally concerned, was favorable to their pretensions, and proposed an equitable compromise, to which the Republic acceded. It was on his return to Ravenna that he wrote to communicate his views. He confessed that he had found them a great and free people, and that they enjoyed perfect security. But let them promise to acknowledge the Emperor as overlord, and they should do so on their word of honor, without any oath of fealty. Which was settled, and representatives accompanied Longinus in the ship lent to him, returning home with the first regular treaty ever negotiated in the name of the people.

    The Winili or Lombards {Longobardi) present themselves to our view, in succession to the Huns and the Goths, as conquerors and occupiers of the region lying in immediate proximity to Venice. Compared with that of the Goths, the Lombard dominion had a long duration; and during the 206 years which elapsed from the accession of Alboin, their first, to the deposition of Aistulph, their last king, that people gradually achieved the subjugation of Tuscany, Piedmont, Friuli, the Tyrol, the Milanese, Genoa, Mantua, Parma, and Modena, as well as a large portion of the Ecclesiastical States from Perugia to the Adriatic; and this ample superficies of territory was divided by the prevailing system of feuds into duchies, marquisates, and principalities, which the nobles taught their retainers to till with the plough, and to protect with the sword.

    The Republic, on her part, contemplated with inquietude the rise of one monarchy after another on the skirts of the Lagoon; for the Venetians not unnaturally feared that as soon as these fresh usurpers had established themselves, they might form the design of adding the Islands of the Adriatic to their dominion, and thus of acquiring possession of the commercial advantages which belonged to the situation held by the settlers. For the Lombards, though not ranking among maritime communities, were not absolutely strangers to the laws of navigation, or to the use of ships, which might place them in a position to reduce to their sway a small, feeble, and sparsely populated area, separated from their own territories only by a narrow and terraqueous strait. Moreover, the predatory visits of Lupus, Duke of Friuli, whose followers traversed the Canals at low tide on horseback, and despoiled the churches of Heraclia, Equilo, and Grado, soon afforded sufficient proof that the equestrian skill of the strangers was capable of supplying to some extent any deficiency in nautical knowledge.

    Venice at present formed a Federative State, united by the memory of a common origin and the sense of a common interest; the Arrengo, which met at Heraclia, the parent capital, at irregular intervals to deliberate on matters of public concern, was too numerous and too schismatical to exercise immediate control over the nation; and each island was consequently governed after the abolition of the primeval Consulate, in the name of the people, by a Gastaldo or Tribune, whose power, nominally limited, was virtually absolute. This administration had lasted nearly two centuries and a half, during which period the Republic passed through a cruel ordeal of anarchy, oppression, and bloodshed. The Tribunes conspired against each other; the people rebelled against the Tribunes. Family rose against family, clan against clan. Sanguinary affrays were of constant occurrence on the thinly-peopled lidi, and amid the pine-woods, with which much of the surface was covered; and it is related that in one instance at least the bodies of the dead were left to be devoured by beasts and birds of prey, which then yet haunted the more thickly afforested parts. In all parts of Italy, down to much later days, while the country remained more or less densely wooded, local and intertribal warfare in the forests was frequent and general, and one of the sources of sanguinary differences was the title to the unclear and inappropriate areas.

    Jealousy and intolerance of the pretensions of Heraclia to a paramount voice in the policy of the community may be securely assigned as the principal and permanent source of friction and disagreement; but the predominance of that township seems to have resisted every effort of the others to supplant its central authority and wide sphere of influence; and during centuries it preserved its power through its ostensible choice as the residence of the most capable and influential citizens.

    The scandalous and destructive outrages attendant on the sway of the Tribunes had become a vast constitutional evil. They sapped the general prosperity; they obstructed trade and industries; they made havoc on public and private property they banished safety and repose; and they impoverished and scandalized the Church. 

    At the same time the depredations of the Lombards, which grew in the course of time bolder and more systematic in their character, certainly indicated great weakness on the part of the Government. Yet it was equally certain that that weakness proceeded less from the want than from the division of strength.

    
    
    
    
    
    



    
    CHAPTER II

~

    
    THESE SACRILEGIOUS INROADS WERE NOT without their beneficial result; for they afforded those who might be disposed to institute reforms an admirable ground not only for bringing the matter more closely and immediately under the public observation, but they enlisted in the cause the foremost ecclesiastics, who might recognize in this internal disunion a danger of interminable attacks and depredations from without, if not an eventual loss of political independence; and accordingly, in the course of the spring of 697-8, the Patriarch of Grado himself submitted to the Arrengo at Heraclia a scheme, which had been formed by him and his friends, for changing the government. The proposal of the Metropolitan, which was, to a certain extent, a return to the principle adopted and tolerated from 503 to 574, was to divest the Tribunes of the sovereignty, and to have once more a magistrate, in whom all power might be concentrated. His title was to be Duke. His office was to be for life. With him was to rest the whole executive machinery. He was to preside over the Synod as well as the Arrengo, either of which it was competent for him to convoke or dissolve at pleasure; merely spiritual matters of a minor nature were alone, in future, to be entrusted to the clergy; and all acts of convocations, the ordination of a priest or deacon, the election of a patriarch or bishop, were to be subject to the final sanction of the Ducal Throne. In fact, the latter became virtually, and in all material respects. Autocrat of Venice, not merely the Tribunes, but even the hierarchy, which was so directly instrumental in creating the dignity, having now no higher function than that of advisers and administrators under his direction; and it was in matters of general or momentous concern only, that the Republic expected her first Magistrate to seek the concurrence or advice of the National Convention or Folkmoot. 

    In a newly formed society, placed in the difficult situation in which the Republic found herself at the close of the seventh century, and where also a superstitious reverence for the Pontiff might at present exist, apart from considerations of interest, it ought to create no surprise that the Patriarch and his supporters should have firmed an unanimous determination, and have taken immediate steps, to procure the adhesion of the Holy See, before the resolutions of the Popular Assembly were definitively carried into effect. It was a part of the incidence of succession to temporal authority, not a mere ceremonial or complimentary form, in all parts of Europe down to an infinitely later date. The Holy See was solicited, prior to the coronation of Henry VII and his union with Elizabeth of York, to grant its sanction, and to recognize the change of dynasty.

    This measure simply indicates the character of the opinions which were received at the time in Europe, as well as the strong consciousness on the part of the Patriarch and those who acted with him, of the expediency of throwing the voice and countenance of the Church into the scale alike against the Tribunitial Oligarchy and against local jealousies and prejudices. There was perhaps in this case the additional inducement that the proposal to invest the Doge with supreme power and jurisdiction over the Church as well as over the State might seem to involve an indirect surrender, either now or life after on the part of the Holy See of some of its power, as a High Priest or Grand Pontiff, who was also a secular prince, might prove less pliant than an ordinary liegeman of the Church. But the men of 697 acted, as we must allow, sagaciously enough, when they presented their young country to the consideration of the Papacy as possessing a party of order, into which the Church entered, and from which it now stood conspicuously and courageously out to take this very momentous initiative. The creation of an ecclesiastical system had been one of the foremost aims of the first founders, who discerned in the transplantation of the churches of the terra firma and their familiar pastors to the islands the most persuasive reconcilement of the fugitives to a hard and precarious lot; and after all the intervening years it was the elders of the Church who once more stepped forward and delivered their views on the best plan for healing discord, and making life in the lagoons tolerable for all. They sought some system of rule, after trying several, which would enable them to live in peace at home, and to gain strength to protect themselves from enemies. They would have been the most far-seeing of human beings, if they had formed a suspicion of what kind of superstructure they were laying the foundation. The nearest model for their adoption or imitation was the Lombard type of government almost under their very eyes; and so far as the difference of local postulates suffered, it was that to which they had recourse, when they vested in their new chieftain undivided jurisdiction, but primarily military attributes and a title then recognized as having, above all, a military significance. The signal prominence of the ecclesiastical element in the early government of Venice was an exact counterpart of what we find in the annals of other European States, England included, in primitive times. 

    On the receipt of the desired reply, the Patriarch lost no time in calling on the National Assembly to follow up their late vote to its legitimate consequences; and the choice of the people fell on Pauluccio Anafesto, a native of Heraclia, whose name occurs here for the first time, but who may be supposed to have had some prominent share in promoting the late revolution. Anafesto was conducted to a chair which had been prepared for him in his parish church, and solemnly invested by the Metropolitan with the insignia of authority one of which is said to have been an ivory sceptre—a symbol and a material borrowed from the Romans, and at a later period in use in England at the coronation of a Queen.

    This organic change in the government by no means involved the simultaneous extinction of the tribunitial office and title. But the truth is that the Tribunes continued (as in 503) to exercise municipal and subordinate functions many generations after the revolution of 697; each island of importance, such as Malamocco and Equilo, had its own Tribune, while of the smaller islands several contributed to form a Tribunate or Governorship; and the office, though neither strictly nor properly hereditary, still preserved its tendency to perpetuate itself in a limited number of families. It is only subsequently to the twelfth century that less is heard of the Tribunes; and the progress of administrative reform led to the gradual disappearance of this old federal element in the constitution.

    In the time of Anafesto, the larger islands of the Dogado formed the seats of powerful factions; the disproportion in point of influence between the Crown and the Tribune of Malamocco or the Tribune of Equilo was but slightly marked; and the abolition of that magistracy was a much more sweeping measure than the first makers of a Doge would have dared to propose.

    The military complexion of the Ducal authority was not confined to the personal character of the supreme officer of State, for under him, not as a novel element in the constitution, but as one which pre-existed side by side with the tribunitial system, served a Master of the Soldiers, whom there is a fairly solid ground for regarding as second to the Doge or Duke in precedence and above the civil Tribunes of the respective townships. To find in so small and imperfectly developed a State the two leading functionaries or ingredients deriving their appellations from a command and control over the rude feudal militia, might alone warrant the conclusion, that the most essential requirement of Venice, even when it had so far modified the form of administration, was felt to be the possession, under responsible direction, of a means of securing internal order and withstanding external aggression, if it were not the case that from the Gothic era onward we hear of “scholae militiae cum patronis,” manifestly the schools of instruction for the body over which the Magister militum presided. These seminaries existed in the days of the Exarch Narses, generations before a Doge was given to Venice. Yet, through all the time which has now elapsed since the first erection of a separate political jurisdiction, not only the Church, on which such stress was at the very outset laid, but a civil government, and regulations for trade and shipping, must have been active forces always tending to grow in strength and coherence. The Venetians, in constructing by degrees, and even somewhat at random, a constitutional fabric, very naturally followed the precedents and models which they found in the regions which bordered on them, and from which their forefathers had emigrated. The Lombard system, which was of far longer duration than its predecessors on the same soil, borrowed as much as possible from that which the invaders saw in use and favor among the conquered; and the earliest institutions of the only community not subjugated by their arms were counterparts either of the Lombard, the Roman, or the Greek customary law. The Doge in some respects enjoyed an authority similar to that which the Romans had vested in their ancient kings; but, while he was clothed with full ecclesiastical jurisdiction, he did not personally discharge the sacerdotal functions or assume a sacerdotal title. The Latins had had their Magistri popidi; and in the middle ages they recognized at Naples and at Amalfi a Master of the Soldiers: at Lucca, Verona, and elsewhere, a Captain of the People. But all these magistrates were in possession of the supreme power, were kings in everything save the name and the interesting suggestion presents itself that in the case of Venice the Master of the Soldiers, of whom we are to hear a good deal more hereafter, had been part of the tribunitial organization, if not of the consular one, and that one of the Tribunes officiated by rotation, bearing to the Republic the same sort of relationship as the Bretwalda bore to the other Anglo-Saxon reguli. There can be no doubt that Venice kept in view the prototypes transmitted by Rome, and learned at last to draw a comparison between the two empires; and down to the fifteenth century the odor of the Conscript Fathers lingered in the Venetian fancy.

    Subsequently to the entrance of the Dux, Duke, or Doge on the scene, and the shrinkage of the tribunitial power to more departmental or municipal proportions, the Master of the Soldiers, whatever he may have been before, became a subordinate element in the administration. His duties almost certainly embraced the management of the militia and the maintenance of the Doge’s peace within the always widening pale of the Ducal abode. He appears to have held the same station here as the Tribune of the Cellars held in regal Rome and the Magister equitum under the Dictator. He was next in rank to the Crown or Throne. 

    Thus we perceive that, after a series of trials, the Venetians eventually reverted to the form of government which appeared to be most agreeable, on the whole, to their conditions and genius. The consular triumviri, not perhaps quite independent of external influences, were originally adopted as a temporary expedient. The Tribunes, who next succeeded, had duration of two hundred and fifty years. Their common fast are scanty and obscure; and we gain only occasional glimpses of a barbarous federal administration, which barely sufficed to fulfill the most elementary wants of a rising society of traders. They were alike, more or less, a machinery of primitive type, deficient in central force, and without any safeguards against the abuse of authority, without any definite theory of legislation and police. The century and a half which intervened between the abrogation of monarchy in the person of a tribune, and its revival in the person of a Doge (574-697), beheld the Republic laboring under the feeble and enervating sway of rival aristocratic houses, on which the sole check was the urban body subsequently to emerge into importance and value as the Militia of the six wards and its commandant, the Master of the Soldiers.

    But while the institution of the Dogeship brought with it a certain measure of equilibrium and security, it left the political framework in almost every other respect untouched. The work of reform and consolidation had merely commenced. The first stone only had been laid of a great and enduring edifice. The first permanent step had been taken toward the unification of a group of insular clanships into a homogeneous society with a sense of common interests. 

    The late tribunitial ministry has transmitted to us as its monument little beyond the disclosure of a chronic disposition to tyranny and periodical fluctuations of preponderance. The so-called Chair of Attila at Torcello is supposed to have been the seat where the officer presiding over that district long held his court sub duo, while the Anglo-Saxon kings were being crowned in the open stone seat still preserved at Kingston-upon-Thames.

    The Doge Anafesto appears to have pacified by his energy and tact the intestine discord by which his country had suffered so much and so long, and the Equilese especially, who had risen in open revolt, and had refused to pay their proportion of tithes, -were persuaded, after some fierce struggles in the Pineto or Pine Woods, which still covered much of the soil, to return to obedience. The civil war which had lately broken out between Equilo and Heraclia, was terminated by the influential mediation of one of the Tribunes; and the Lombards now condescended to ratify a treaty assigning to the Venetians the whole of the territory lying between the greater and the lesser Piave, empowering the Republic to erect boundary lines, and prohibiting either of the contracting parties from building a stronghold within ten miles of those lines. A settlement of confines between two such close neighbors was of the highest importance and utility. But a still more momentous principle was here involved. The Republic had exercised a clear act of sovereign independence. It had made its first Italian Treaty. This was a proud step and a quotable precedent.

    At the same time, the long reign of Anafesto, which extended over twenty years (697-717), indicated the vacillating state of the public mind, still unprepared, as it seemed, to determine what form of government was most closely adapted to the nature of the country and the character of the people. Democracy had been a natural, almost an intuitive, tendency: monarchy can only be regarded as an equally natural experiment. Marcello Tagliano, Master of the Soldiers during the previous reign, was the next Doge, Heraclian chosen at Heraclia; and he appears to have governed satisfactorily till 726.

    The third of the Doges, Orleo Orso of Heraclia, offers himself to our view as a man of intelligent ambition, who understood the multiplying wants and interests of a growing State. He had seen commerce and population increase within his memory greatly; he discerned a life and a spirit awakened everywhere, yielding good promise for the future. But he knew that the Republic had many powerful and unscrupulous neighbors, and that it could not be prosperous, unless it was secure. Venice appeared to him to have reached a stage in its progress, when its welfare, if not its actual existence, as a State must depend not alone on the resources which it had learned to create, but on its ability to protect and extend them. The Doge Orso comprehended his mission and his time. He improved the military schools, where the Venetian youth were instructed in the use of weapons and in the manipulation of projectiles and artillery; and there is an indication of an arsenal and of a palace at Heraclia, enclosed within a fortified pale, and devoted to official purposes as well as to the residence of the Doge.

    In 735, Ravenna, which the successors of Narses still retained as their place of residence and as the seat of their Viceregal government, fell into the hands of Liutprand, who confided the defense and preservation of the conquest to his nephew Ildeprand, and to Perideus, Duke of Vicenza. The Exarch, Paul Eutychius, finding safety only in flight, met with a hospitable reception in the neighboring Lagoon; and his application to the Venetians for assistance was promptly seconded by a letter from the Roman Pontiff, who implored the Doge to co-operate with Eutychius in rescuing Ravenna from the Lombards. The visit of the Exarch was certainly such as might tend to give a new turn to men’s thoughts, for a stranger of such distinction had not set his foot in the city, so far as is known, since 5 68, when his predecessor Longinus was there. The Doge was naturally ambitious; a prospect now seemed to be opening before him of acquiring a reputation among his fellow-citizens, of which his tranquil reign had so far excluded the possibility; and he determined to advocate a compliance with the joint prayer of the Pope and the Exarch. His appeal was powerfully supported by the growing uneasiness with which the Republic regarded the preponderant power of the Lombard kings; and after becoming deliberation the Folk-moot decided on espousing the cause. In taking this adventurous step, by which it was exceedingly likely that they would incur the vengeance of a neighboring Power and a nominal ally, there can be no doubt that the Venetians were chiefly actuated by a desire to ingratiate themselves with the Court of which the Exarch was the representative: a people wise in their generation were sensible that it was of the utmost consequence to a community, to whom commerce was vital, to cultivate the friendship of the masters of Constantinople and the Euxine; and it was now, scarcely forty years after the establishment of the Dogeship, that the Republic contracted its first offensive alliance against the same Lombards whom a prior generation had been so anxious to conciliate, not only with the Greeks, but with the Pontiff, who forgot religious differences in the presence of a common enemy.

    In the meantime, the Lombard king, having left a numerous garrison in Ravenna, under the joint charge of his nephew and of the Duke of Vicenza had drawn off his troops from that place, and lay at present encamped at some distance. The moment was therefore favorable to the prosecution of the enterprise. Still the prudent Doge determined to proceed with wary steps, and to have recourse to a stratagem. His design consisted in circulating a report that Eutychius had failed to carry his object, and, at the same time, in favoring a supposition that the small fleet, which was soon in course of preparation, was destined to sail on an expedition to the East; while, in reality, the Exarch proceeded to Imola, with the intention of raising an auxiliary corps, and the Doge was exerting every means in his power to be in readiness, on a given night, to act in concert with his new ally before the walls of Ravenna. The feint was ingenious, well executed, and successful at the same time that a few troops, under Eutychius, invested Ravenna on the land side, a small squadron under the Doge blockaded Classis (the part which lay toward the harbor) from the sea; and the Lombards, puzzled in which direction to turn their arms, situated as they were between two foes, found it necessary, after a brief though manful resistance, to evacuate the city. The Exarch was immediately reinstated in his viceroyalty; the anger of the Lombard king was mollified by the free release of his nephew; and the services of Orso were inexpensively rewarded by the Byzantine Court with the title of Imperial Consul.

    The participation in the recovery of Ravenna, which was ascribed by his partisans in principal, if not exclusive, measure to the valor and ability of the Doge, had a natural tendency to aggravate a certain jealousy, already existing among the other townships, of the political supremacy of Heraclia, which this triumph was calculated to strengthen. There is no real ground for the supposition that the Doge misused or overstepped the authority which his fellow-citizens had reposed in him; but he was firm and energetic, and not only enjoyed the confidence of his friends and clients, but the sympathy and support of an only son, who shared his capacity and enterprising foresight. Some of the other communities, which comprised the Dogado, and particularly the Malamocchese and Equilese, viewed with real distaste and perhaps feigned alarm the absorption of power, not so much perhaps by one township as by one family, and a civil war, which had a duration of about two years, broke out very shortly between the Heraclians on one side, and Malamocco, succored by Equilo, on the other. Of the particulars we know next to nothing; but the result was, that Heraclia was vanquished, the gates of the palace forced, and the Doge assassinated (A.D. 737-8).

    The unhappy end of Orso, accompanied by a sentence of perpetual banishment against his son, speaks more eloquently to us than any explicit document which we possess of the attitude and relation of parties in the Republic, speaks of a city already divided between two or three great feudal unions at a period when the islands were thinly peopled, and when much ground was covered with forest and under wood, and what Ave shall hereafter call Venice was almost uninhabited. The fate of the Orso was no passionate outburst of popular resentment, but a deliberate effort to wrest the sovereignty from a single township and a single member of it. It was a commencing struggle for the mastery between Heraclia and its rival Malamocco, and the latter for the present, at least, had gained the upper hand. 

    But the victorious side had to justify its policy by some reform and a change in the name as well as in the duration of the supreme authority was proposed and carried, by which in the person of the Master of the Soldiers there should be a president of the Republic chosen for one year only. The Malamocchese carried their candidate on the first and second elections, Domenigo Selvo and Felice Cornicola; and the conduct of the latter gained for him so much influence and favor, that he prevailed on the people to rescind the sentence of exile against the late Doge’s son. In the same year Cornicola resigned his functions, and Diodato Orso, who had made himself popular, was chosen to replace him (739). Orso gave the electors no reason to regret their preference and, on the expiration of the twelfth month, the Master vacated his seat in favor of Giuliano Cepario (740), whose zeal and good fortune in achieving a second recovery of Ravenna from the Lombards were recompensed, as in the former case, with the title of Imperial Consul. The successor of Cepario and the fifth of the Masters of the Soldiers was Giovanni Fabriciaco, who was called to the magisterial chair in 741.

    But Orso, the late Master, had been frustrated in his repeated attempts to procure re-election, a not unusual stepping-stone to permanent power; and the prospect of fresh intestine disorders grew more and more imminent. It is averred that Fabriciaco was ruined by his own misconduct, which may have been in a degree true; but the ingratiating manner and acknowledged efficiency of Orso, with perhaps a recollection of the services of his father so poorly requited, influenced public opinion, which was beginning to assert itself outside Heraclia. Men could hardly fail to see, besides, that these annual re-elections deprived the Executive of a considerable share of its stability, and that, while they offered no new safeguards, they tended still farther toward militarism. At all events, before his term of office had expired, there was an insurrection, his eyes were put out by applying live charcoal, administered from a brazier or pan, and he was driven into exile. At the same time, the institution of which such good hopes had been entertained, and to which his tyranny or his weakness had contributed to attach odium, was abolished, and Orso II was installed as Doge at Malamocco, probably in the tribunitial residence (742). The barbarous process of destroying the visual nerve was not infrequently employed as a punishment or revenge. It was a practice which the Venetians might not improbably have inherited from their forefathers the warlike Northmen, who thus effectually disabled their foes from returning to the battlefield. We meet with it in the Sagas, in the Annals of the Anglo-Saxons; and it was common throughout the East, where it is not at the present moment unknown. It was a general expedient for incapacitating a political adversary or a troublesome ruler. But at a later period we find it to have been carried out in the case of coiners and even utterers of false money.

    The people of Malamocco had won a signal political triumph over Heraclia by placing a ruler of Heraclian blood on the throne in their own township. Orso himself was recommended by his personal qualities; but the original capital of the Dogado could scarcely expect to command the election of his successor on other ground. It seemed as if the Heraclians had parted with their long supremacy. 

    To his reign of thirteen years, which must by implication have been remarkably tranquil and prosperous, three events only are assigned the renewal of the old treaty with the Lombards, now drawing toward the close of their protracted rule; an earthquake, which inundated parts of the territory; and a plot, which proved fatal to the life of the Doge.

    The removal of the seat of government to Malamocco had been dictated by motives of general public expediency, for it was felt that, as the country progressed, and the metropolis grew in wealth and importance, the new centre offered a situation less open to attack on the side of the terra firma and altogether more advantageous. The declining power of the Heraclians might have seemed to manifest itself in their ostensible submission to the change and to the investiture of a townsman with the sovereignty in the very heart of the enemy’s land and influence. But while the Doge experienced no molestation or trouble from his own people, an unexpected danger arose in Malamocco itself, where his protracted and peaceful rule began to excite impatience and discontent, and where his popularity was turned to his disadvantage.

    The leader of the Opposition was Galla Catanio, son of the Tribune of Malamocco, and evidently a man of considerable strength of character and purpose. Catanio, who aimed at the Ducal office, possessed an influential following, and enjoyed many local facilities for carrying out any project likely to promote the views of himself and his friends. Nor was it long before a favorable opportunity occurred.

    The islands, on which Chioggia is built, had been divided at a remote period into Great and Little Chioggia. The latter was also known as Brondolo, which in fact was immediately contiguous to it. Brondolo, from its close proximity to the outfall of the Adige, was regarded by the Doge and his supporters as a point where the Republic might expect, and must repel, an invasion on the side of the land; Orso obtained leave to strengthen this important outpost, and the progress of the fortifications was observed by Catanio with real gratification and feigned distrust. A report was circulated that the man who affected a desire to secure Venetian independence, harbored an infamous project for destroying it, and that the patriotism which the people might be disposed to admire, was nothing more than a mask which served to disguise the ambitious designs of a crafty tyrant. Nor was this interpretation of the policy and plans of the Doge rejected by the majority: in his suspicions and denunciations, Catanio was believed to be just and honest; and on one occasion, as Orso was surveying the works at Brondolo, he was surprised and cruelly butchered by the conspirators, who precipitately returned to Malamocco and proclaimed their leader Doge (755).

    Catanio, the first Malamocchese Doge elected at Malamocco, ascended the throne as the champion of republican liberty. But the same love of power which had led the successor of Orso to usurp, led him also to abuse an authority which, it was already beginning to appear, recognized no other limit than the will of the prince and the patience of the people; and at the end of fourteen months, during which his excesses had excited the mingled dread and aversion of all classes, the people rebelled against their Government, seized the person of Catanio, deprived him of sight, and drove him into banishment!

    The lesson of caution thus administered led the national assembly to assign to the next Doge, Domenigo Monegaro of Malamocco (756), as advisers and controllers, two of the Tribunes, Candiano of Malamocco and Angelo Badoer of Rialto. But the firm and stubborn character of Monegaro rendered the innovation abortive; and at the same time it denoted his paramount influence over a weighty section, that during eight years he obeyed without reserve the dictates of a ferocious and sensual disposition. But in 764 the Ducal palace witnessed another tragedy and another change. The Venetians began to grow rather too familiar with scenes of anarchy and bloodshed.

    The misgovernment of the two Malamocchese Doges created a powerful reaction in favor of the Heraclian party, which now succeeded in procuring the elevation of its representative Maurizio Galbaio or Calbani. The choice was a fortunate one.

    It was in 766, two years after his accession, that Galbaio, having convoked the clergy, persuaded them to take a step which indirectly tended to weaken the political opposition. Hitherto the Venetian hierarchy seems to have been limited to the metropolitanate of Grado and the extensive episcopate of Malamocco. The spiritual welfare of an increasing population might form a plea for the reform; and the erection of Rialto, Gemelle or Zimole, Luprio, Dorsoduro, and Olivolo into a separate jurisdiction under Obelalto di Antenori, son of the Tribune of Malamocco, and nephew of the Tribune of Equilo, who became first Bishop of Olivolo, was a dexterous and successful piece of diplomacy.

    During the ensuing fourteen years, the intestine feuds, which had so long been a burden and a reproach to the country, were pacified by a just and temperate rule; commerce and navigation revived, and a fresh impulse was given to public affairs. It became the natural wish of the Venetians to do some signal honor to a man who displayed such constant and earnest solicitude for the general welfare, and the method by which this object was achieved, had in view the maintenance of the public repose and the removal of the question of succession from the atmosphere of factious and turbulent controversy. In 778, Giovanni Galbaio, the good Doge Maurizio’s only son, was invited to divide with his father, now advanced in life, the power, which the latter had so well used.

    It is easy to detect many obnoxious features in the custom, which had thus originated, of associating the son with the father in the sovereignty, in imitation of the practice which the Republic saw in force among the Lombards and the Franks, as well as the Britons, as it had previously been among the Roman and Byzantine Emperors. That unity of purpose and action which it had been the leading aim of the men of 697 to establish, the system of coparceny was calculated on every account to destroy; and while it afforded the reigning House still ampler means than at present of indulging private pique or personal ambition, it prepared the Republic to conceive a distaste for a form of government which otherwise seemed tolerably suitable to her character and wants.

    The evils of the new institution did not obtrusively manifest themselves, however, during the lifetime of the elder Galbaio. But in 787, after a beneficent reign of three and twenty years that exemplary prince died, leaving the sole government in the hands of his son. 

    The questionable principle of Association thus carried with it a second, even more open to unfavorable criticism, that of hereditary succession. The Ducal office had ostensibly ceased to be elective. Venice had become, it seemed, a Republic merely in name.

    
    
    
    
    



    
    CHAPTER III

~

    
    GALBAIO THE SECOND POSSESSED NOT that wisdom which had in so marked a degree distinguished the late Doge, and a systematic course of gross misconduct gradually estranged from him the affections of the people. Galbaio was licentious, profligate, and cruel; and while he wanted that commanding genius which sometimes makes great rulers of bad men, he was destitute of the milder virtues by which men of more moderate capacity may win confidence and favor. Nine years of oppression were not only insufficient, however, to exhaust the popular forbearance; but when the tyrant, in 796, prevailed on his political friends to support him in soliciting that privilege, the Convention made no attempt to oppose the association of his only son Maurizio, who had down to this time dissembled his vices with difficulty and care. It was not to be expected that a prince who from his youth had been accustomed to witness deeds of violence sanctioned by impunity, and even applauded by servile adulation, would afford an example worthy of imitation, or exert a beneficial influence; and during a second term of nine years the two Galbau seemed to vie with each other in setting at nought all principles of right and propriety.

    On the death of the first Bishop of Olivolo in 797, the Byzantine Court prayed the elder Galbaio to nominate as his successor Christophorus Damiatos, a young man of five and twenty, and a relative of the Exarch of Ravenna. The Doge, who, in common with the Heraclian faction, to which he belonged, was possessed by a conviction of the high importance of adopting a conciliatory policy toward the Lower Empire, offered no objection; and Damiatos merely awaited consecration at the hands of the Patriarch of Grado. The latter, however, refused to bear a part in casting a blot on the honor of the Church; in the vehemence of his indignation he even proceeded to launch a sentence of excommunication against the two Doges and Damiatos; and Maurizio, thereupon hastening, with his father’s concurrence, to Grado, entered that town without opposition at the head of a few troops, and, seizing the unfortunate prelate, caused him to be hurled from the tower of his own palace.

    The report of this atrocity flew from island to island, until the sad truth became generally known in Venice; and the Galbau, perceiving that they had gone somewhat too far, made an attempt to avert the gathering storm by offering the vacant pallium to the late Primate’s nephew, Fortunatus of Trieste. But the late catastrophe was one of a kind which, in an age when the priesthood was in such high repute, amounted to a sacrilegious enormity. Independently of his sacred character and of his holy office, the Patriarch had rendered himself by his gentle manners and amiable disposition universally acceptable; his cruel and melancholy fate was therefore deplored by all classes of the community ; all joined in reprobating his murder as a horrible outrage on religion and humanity; and while Fortunatus, too ambitious to have a delicate sense of honor, accepted the proffered dignity, he neither renounced the desire, nor relinquished the hope, of obtaining ultimate satisfaction for the injury which his family had sustained.

    In the relations which subsisted in the eighth and ninth centuries between Venice and the Empire of the West, there appears to have been little cordiality. Yet at the same time they were friendly and almost uninterrupted; and while the Republic persevered through every phase of fortune in the design which she had formed of securing at any cost the exclusive patronage of the Byzantine Court, the Venetians, judging wisely that their rank as an Italian State must largely depend on their progress as a trading community, hesitated not to solicit, at the hands of the successors of Alboin and Clovis, the valuable right of commerce and of way on the rivers which irrigate the plains of Lombardy and Gaul. Still, in the estimation of many, the Franks and the Lombards stood almost as low in the scale of civilization as the Huns and the Vandals. They might certainly be less ferocious and bloodthirsty in character, in condition somewhat more refined and enlightened. But their language seemed to be equally barbarous, their manners equally rude, their dress equally uncouth; and a people who prided themselves especially on their direct descent from the Romans, and whose habits of life brought them in closer contact than any other European nation of that day with the politer inhabitants of the Levant, were apt to contract disrespect for the less advanced settlers in Western Europe. Moreover, the Venetians, considering that so many races and dynasties had since the fifth century supplanted each other in Western Europe, thought themselves entitled to doubt, whether an adhesion to Charlemagne afforded any lasting security for the national independence; while they were well aware that to break off their connection with the Court of Constantinople was to strike at the root of their rising commercial prosperity.

    Such, at least, were the sentiments and doctrines openly professed by the Doges and their Heraclian constituents. It may be worth while to notice an obscure tradition that Charlemagne had recently thought proper to resent some real or imagined affront on the part of the Venetians by confiscating the whole of the property which the Heraclian men owned within his territory, since it may, if true, assist in explaining their hostility to that prince.

    But, on the other hand, those of Malamocco and Equilo, perhaps actuated by a reasonable disgust at the conduct of the Galbau began to raise a new party cry in favor of a more intimate alliance with him. The anti-Ducal faction viewed as its leaders Obelerio di Antenori, Tribune of Malamocco, and brother of the deceased Bishop of Equilo, Giorgio Foscari, and two or three others. It was now at once joined by the new Primate, who here saw an admirable machinery for accomplishing his own private objects. His rank and the amplitude of his fortune rendered Fortunatus an immense accession to the cause which he had thus espoused, and greatly strengthened, both morally and materially, the opposition to the existing Government.

    A question indeed had started into prominence, of which no living Venetian was likely to witness a solution. The most far-sighted thinkers of that day were lost in perplexity, when on one side they saw the great Franco-German empire consolidating itself close to the Dogado and on the other the still powerful masters of Constantinople clinging with tenacity to the slender remnant of the imperial dominion in Italy. On a commercial account the goodwill of both these States was clearly of the highest value to Venice. A wise organization of markets was her special call. Her mercantile class divided the world into buyers and sellers. But at present her rulers could see before them no middle course. The Republic must choose a side. Of the two political parties, between which she struggled, one besought her to remain steadfast to the Byzantine Court, the more ancient ally and the less dangerous neighbor; the other deprecated a rupture with a prince like Charles the Great, whose friendship was equally important and whose enmity was far more to be dreaded.

    This unhappy schism rekindled the old domestic war. Instead of being rent by numerous factions, as in the past era, the Republic was to become the theatre of a fierce and sanguinary contest between the Greek and Carolingian parties. To attentive and dispassionate observers it was manifest that the change in the Constitution, which introduced the Ducal office and authority as a check on the great feudatories, had succeeded in its aim very imperfectly after the lapse of over a hundred years. When the first Doge was made, his presence was to heal all sores, and to be a noble bond of union and peace. But the cohesion and centralizing force so essential to a healthy national life, which the improved political system had been confidently expected to bring, were now proved beyond doubt to exist in mere embryo; the proneness to discord and tumult still survived in an acute form; and the element engrafted on the administration in the person of the Doge created, under existing conditions, a new class of danger, where the chosen ruler of Venice condescended to throw the weight of his official position and prestige into the scale on one side or the other. In one material respect the Republic was consequently in a less desirable position than when there were Tribunes only; for the result of a political contest no longer depended on the justness of the cause, but on the quarter where the Doge was prompted by his instincts as a partisan to lend and to seek support. If Venice aspired to a strong Government, a consolidating agency was yet to be discovered, and it was highly uncertain whence and whether it would come. Meanwhile, the first stage of the new Civil War had been of comparatively brief duration; for an extensive conspiracy of the men of Malamocco and their adherents against the Galbau was by the indiscretion of some of its members, prematurely divulged, and the principals consulted their safety by an abrupt flight. The Patriarch himself repaired to the Court of Charlemagne, the bearer of rich gifts; and, accompanied by two illustrious Zaratines, he reached his destination about Christmas. Obelerio established his headquarters at Treviso.”

    His sacred attributes, his high station, the wrongs of his family, above all, the position which he occupied as chief and representative of the Frankish faction in Venice, ensured the Patriarch of Grado a gracious reception at the hands of Charlemagne and in his interview with that great man, the astute churchman failed not to improve the natural advantages which he enjoyed, by offering every homage the son of Pepin le Bref might account due to his rank and genius. Opening the conference with a full and highly varnished relation of the murder of his uncle, the Primate dwelled for some time on the wanton and flagitious character of that act. He next proceeded to expatiate on the injurious effects of the new system of Association, which (he said) was gradually transforming an elective magistracy into a hereditary despotism. He then drew the attention of Charles to the present state of public feeling in Venice, to the increasing disgust with which the tyranny of the Galbau was inspiring all classes, and the consequently growing inclination, on the part of the people generally, to swell the ranks of his own party. Then, in allusion to a recent treaty between Charlemagne and the Byzantine Court which had declared Venice a free republic, attached by the ties of friendship and interest only to the Eastern Empire, the Patriarch presumed to suggest that such an ambiguous connection was in every point of view detrimental to the welfare of the Empire of the West. Fortunatus concluded by invoking the vengeance of Charlemagne on the heads of those wicked and impious men who had imbrued their hands in the blood of his uncle.

    Charles seems to have long harbored the design of aiming a blow at Venice; and it may be suspected that, while he expressed himself favorable to the cause of his guest, he already speculated on the possibility of securing an invaluable seaport, by annexing the Islands, at the first opportunity, to the dominions of the Iron Crown. The son of Pepin could hardly be insensible to the wonderful facilities which the acquisition of the Dogado would afford to the reunion of the two Empires in his own person: nor is it to be supposed that he was ignorant that in becoming the master of Venice he would become the master of the Adriatic and the possessor of the Key which unlocked the doors of the East. Charlemagne, however, did not duly estimate the difficulties of the achievement. In the eyes of a great military ruler, who was naturally inclined to disparage the importance of a small State, and who had assuredly never paused to investigate the sources of Venetian strength, the conquest of the coveted position might well appear little more than the occupation of a leisure interval. But before the Patriarch had been long absent from his country, the growing unpopularity of the Galbaio family, which he intimated to Charlemagne, reached a sudden climax; the Frankish faction organized a successful revolt: the Doges fled; and the Tribune Obelerio, having been proclaimed Doge at Treviso by his friends, was brought back in triumph to Malamocco, where he was crowned amid general rejoicings (804).

    The government of Venice was a government by party. The accession of a new faction inaugurated a new policy. The direction of affairs was secure for the moment in the hands of those whom the Emperor had substantially assisted, and on whose gratitude and tractability he relied. The Doge, again, might feel that he carried to the throne, not only the strength of his own political supporters, but the sympathy and goodwill of Charlemagne and the hearty co-operation of his ally, the rich and influential Fortunatus. The countenance and friendship of the head of the Church, which his predecessors had so unwisely forfeited, were particularly precious to Obelerio, inasmuch as. by his princely benefactions and munificent charities, he had done more to ingratiate himself with the nation than all the Primates before him. He was alike indefatigable in his benevolence and in his intrigues.

    The visit of his Patriarch to the monarch of the West was very encouraging to Obelerio. The account which Fortunatus brought back with him of the temper and disposition of their imperial patron was full of good augury. The views of Charlemagne were amicable and moderate. A compact appeared to be possible, by which, through the friendly offices of the party in power, the Emperor might command at any time the naval resources of the Republic, and by which, on the contrary, the Doge might establish himself on a firmer and surer footing than any of the reigning families preceding him.

    The ignominious fall of the Galbau had of course cast a great temporary discredit on Heraclia, and the paramount ascendancy of Malamocco and the towns in alliance with the capital was too quickly made evident. He had not occupied his dignity a twelvemonth, when the Doge had leave given to him to associate his second brother Beato and almost immediately after both started on a mission to the Court of Charlemagne, to pay their personal homage to that prince and to come to a clearer understanding as to their future tactics and the conduct of Venetian affairs. They reached their destination shortly after Christmas, 805. There can be little or no doubt that this extraordinary step, which indicated unmistakably the complete prostration of Heraclian influence and a corresponding confidence in his own friends, was taken with the cognizance and approbation of the whole party; but we hear no farther of the matter, except that a Frankish marriage contracted by Obelerio was clearly an incidence of the Ducal pilgrimage. The Dogaressa, it is said, was one of the ladies of the Court of Aix-la-Chapelle, and it seems to be suggested somewhere that she had sufficient force of character to sway the fortunes which she had been invited to share. Imagine the noble bride alighting with her luggage and a German attendant or so, at the old-fashioned little palace at Malamocco, among a people whose language and manners were alike strange to her! She was the first Dogaressa, and hers the first female influence, whereof we become apprised. Yet how much that influence, for instance, must have entered into the daily life of Venice in about 400 years! But the Civil War was shortly to recommence under changed auspices and on a more serious scale. 

    Down to a far later date than that to which we have brought our narrative, the insular group on which Venice was slowly established, remained in its primeval condition to a very large extent, and the population comparatively scanty. The wooded state of the outlying parts of the city, of nearly all portions beyond the capital, had favored indeed the continuance of the civil wars; and the process of reclamation was very gradual. On the lidi near Pigneda, at the mouth of the Piave, toward Heraclia, some noble citizens of Malamocco, however, had recently founded a new colony, which they endowed with a church, and planted with orchards, olive yards, and vineyards; their position afforded them a free access to the neighboring cities; and under the auspices of commerce and the industrial arts the settlers gradually became a thriving community. Their progress was watched with a jealous and intolerant eye by their political adversaries, who might not unnaturally resent the intrusion on their frontiers, and might treat it as a symptom of their loss of weight and estimation; and in course of time the secluded retreat on the banks of the Piave was constantly exposed to predatory visits from the Heraclians. The natural consequence was, that collisions, sometimes attended by fatal results, were of frequent occurrence between the colonists and the aggressors; in one of them were slain the four brothers of Galla Catanio, a noble Equilese; and Catanio, disconsolate at the loss, at once repaired to Malamocco, and preferred his complaint before the Doges Antenori. “The Heraclians,” exclaimed Galla, when he had unfolded the circumstances which brought him to Malamocco, and had demanded reparation,—"the Heraclians are the most unjust of men; they never cease to conspire against the Commonwealth; they spurn and defy the laws, and violate the most sacred rights of individuals.” The charge of Catanio, whose presumable ancestor of the same name had not left a very favorable reputation behind him, was partly true: his complaint was perfectly just. The plea and the temptation were equally strong; and after a becoming hesitation the Doges consented with secret alacrity to avenge the wrongs of a bereaved brother on the members of an obnoxious and troublesome faction. A few light barks proceeded to Heraclia, and’ slew all those who were known or thought to be implicated in the death .of the Catano: while, as some slight indemnity for the terrible loss which he had sustained, Galla himself was at once appointed to the vacant tribuneship of Equilo.

    Yet even the retribution, which they had thus exacted, did not slake the thirst of the Malamocchese and their adherents for revenge; and, on the return of the expedition, .the Doges, in the intoxication of success, suggested, as a pledge of future security, the complete destruction of Heraclia itself, the hotbed of disaffection, and, as it was now said, the spring of well-nigh all the misfortunes which had of late befallen the Republic. The Doges reminded the popular assembly that it would be easy to provide for the inhabitants by transferring them to the other islands; the influence of the party to which the Antenori belonged commanded a large majority; and those who still beheld with sorrow a flourishing town disappear, were asked to seek consolation in the doubtful assurance, that the seeds of disunion were buried for ever in its ruins.

    The destruction of that once strong political centre, the first capital of Venice known to history, bespeaks the rapid development of life and activity in Malamocco and Equilo, to which the chief political power at present seemed to have gravitated; and it afforded satisfaction to the party in office; but it produced an uneasy and painful impression in the minds of many influential and prominent citizens in other parts of the city now growing up into habitability and importance, and so far from having crushed the opposition to Obelerio and his supporters, it prepared the way, with the aid of unexpected collateral circumstances, for a new and stronger movement in another direction. It imparted increased vitality and solidity to a rising constituency in Rialto, of which the great house of Particiaco or Badoer was the soul and the hope. The desertion of Heraclia as the capital in 742 was bound to be fatal, sooner or later, to its prosperity and rank; during nearly three centuries it had been what Malamocco now was, and already the hitherto almost unheard name of Rialto is more and more often rising to the lips. The abruptness of the prominence gained by this tribunitiate, however, is, no doubt, to be understood in the sense of our inability, from a deficiency of information, to trace its gradual approach to the front.

    Nevertheless, under the Obelerio government Venice continued for some little time longer to enjoy comparative repose; the Byzantine Court evinced no inclination to challenge the pretensions of the Republic; and the excellent terms on which the Doges stood with Charlemagne seemed to remove all immediate peril on that side.

    By the treaty which had been concluded in 803 between the Eastern and Western Empires, it was expressly stipulated that the maritime towns of Istria and Dalmatia should thenceforth be considered as forming an integral portion of the former; but in 808 the Emperor Nicephoros, viewing with increasing anxiety the policy of Charlemagne toward the Illyric Provinces, dispatched a squadron of observation to the Adriatic under the command of the patrician Nicetas, who was instructed to offer the title of Imperial Consul to the elder Antenori, and (should he judge fit) to enlist the services of the Republic in the cause of his master. Nicetas, after the sack of Piombino and a desultory cruise along the Tuscan coast, pointed his course toward the Lagoon, and disembarked at Malamocco. He intimated to the Antenori that it was shortly his intention to commence operations on a more extended scale against Pepin, the young King of Italy; and before he resumed the offensive, he was exceedingly desirous of securing the cohesion of the Republic. The proposition of Nicetas was one which, as the Doges said, required mature deliberation; the Greek commander was not perhaps fully aware of the state of parties and the division of feeling among the people whose succour he was soliciting. His demand pat the Venetian policy to a crucial test. It was one on which there was the widest possible divergence of opinion, not only in the Folk-moot, but at the Palace. Obelerio and his consort were adverse to an active alliance with Nicetas. Beato supported it. The question was referred to the Legislature, and the younger Doge carried with him the national suffrages. Comacchio, which had been selected as the first point of attack, resisted, however, the united forces of the Greeks and Venetians, who were compelled to withdraw from the siege after sustaining a heavy loss; and Nicetas returned home without having achieved anything beyond a diplomatic victory in obliging the Republic to declare herself; while he adroitly averted the displeasure of Nicephoros by bringing with him the phil-Hellenic Doge ostensibly on a mission of friendship and compliment.

    The relations of Beato di Antenori with his brother and his German sister-in-law the Dogaressa had become somewhat cold and strained since the notable disagreement on a matter of high policy, and his return with the dignity of Imperial Consul, and his Greek convictions, strengthened by personal intercourse, greatly increased and embittered the estrangement. To counteract the preponderating and vexatious influence of the junior Doge, Obelerio conceived the idea of proposing to associate their youngest brother Valentino, of whom all that the nation knew was that he had commanded the troops at Comacchio. The necessary sanction was, however, procured for this constitutional innovation, and Venice saw herself for the first time, since the days of the old Consulate, ruled by Triumviri. The Dogate had become a select committee. It seemed a desperate sort of expedient, a resource which betrayed the growing dismemberment of that large constituency which had hitherto kept the Antenori in power, and which promised to go still farther in trying its temper and thinning its ranks.

    In the meantime, Charlemagne, fully considering that the late attempt on Comacchio altogether absolved him from his engagements with Nicephoros had ordered his son Pepin to invade Dalmatia, and (although they had borne so unequivocal a part in the late undertaking) to solicit, perhaps experimentally, the concurrence of the Venetians. A prompt refusal on the part of the deliberative body to meet the wishes of Pepin supplied a conclusive indication of the collapse of the Carolingian faction, and the King, possibly not displeased at the pretext, at once resolved to turn the forces, which he was alleged to have levied for Dalmatia, against the Republic herself.

    The very existence of the country thus appeared to be in jeopardy; and the National Convention was invited to assemble at Malamocco. The proceedings were unusually tumultuous. Obelerio and his friends recommended those present not to listen too readily to interested accusers. They advised that steps should be taken, before it was too late, to propitiate Pepin. They offered their own services. Because the forces of the Prankish King were hovering on the skirts of the lagoons, was it to be inferred that they were in collusion with him—that a treasonable correspondence had been exchanged with the son and lieutenant of Charlemagne?

    But the people did not stay, in their passionate excitement and with a crisis in their face, to discriminate between partisans; the Antenori were dethroned; the German Dogaressa, after four years’ experience of Venetian life, had to try the air of Constantinople; and the provisional government of the Republic was entrusted to Angelo Badoer, one of the Tribunes of Rialto, but an Heraclian by birth. 

    This spasmodic, yet apparently bloodless, revolution, the second within five or six years, was fatal to the prestige of Malamocco; but it showed that, behind all their local cabals and quarrels, there was something higher and more durable, a pulse and a germ, the material of which nations are made. 

    By the direction of Badoer, chains were thrown, without loss of time, across the canals; hulks were sunk at their mouths; and the rows of piles, which usually indicated to mariners the navigable passages, were carefully removed. No contrivances were omitted which might help to impede the progress of the enemy; and so soon as it was understood that the latter were already approaching Brondolo, the whole Venetian population, abandoning the outer holms, withdrew, at Badoer’s command, into the central group of islands, which formed his tribunitial province.

    Meanwhile, the Frankish commander, led by the wording of a message, which the late Doge Obelerio had addressed to him shortly before his deposition, to infer that a change of views on the part of the besieged was far from unlikely, had determined to test, for some time, the effect of a temporizing policy, and the flotilla lay for some time outside the city to establish a blockade, and await a surrender- But perceiving that it was useless to look for any pacific proposals, he decided on advancing with his fleet. The Franks gained and invested in succession Brondolo, Pelestrina, Torcello, Equilo, and Malamocco; and, the tide being still full, the invaders ascended so far as Albiola, near which the forces of the Republic were arrayed under the command of Victor, a citizen of Old Heraclia, and a man thoroughly conversant with the intricacies of his native lagoons. At this point the progress of the enemy was arrested by a natural, yet unforeseen, difficulty; the water was becoming at length too shallow to admit the somewhat heavy draught of the vessels which conveyed the invaders from Ravenna, or to allow their retreat. There was no possibility of reaching the central island, over which the Venetians had concentrated themselves, except by constructing an artificial causeway. This clumsy structure, which the Franks hastily composed of tubs, planks, and the inter twisted boughs of vines and olives, was soon ready for use; and the enemy, full of confidence and enthusiasm, rushed blindly forward, alike without discipline or caution, to their intended prey. The step was a foolish and a fatal one. The rude and incongruous materials yielded, in a few moments, to the pressure brought to bear upon them; many human beings were precipitated into the soft ooze, where they were drowned or suffocated, while the rest were soon overtaken and slaughtered by the alert and relentless islanders, who could easily, amid the prevailing confusion, take them both in front and rear. The blow, although it had been so providentially averted, was long and severely felt by the Venetians; and it unquestionably brought misery and affliction into many families. But it had baffled completely the aim and falsified the calculations of the Franks and their Lombard allies; and, from motives of mutual interest, peace was shortly reestablished.

    The events of 809, and the acts of national as well as individual heroism, by which the Battle of Albiola had been distinguished, were thought at a later epoch to deserve a leading place on the walls of the Sala dello Scrutinio, where the greatest names in the annals of Early Art were employed to give immortality to the noble achievements of the Venetian people; and on the side of the hall which looked toward the sea, two compartments were assigned by the Signory to this most striking, though perhaps semi-legendary, episode of history. In the first panel, which was executed by Jacopo Palma, and which represented the Blockade of the Islands by the Franks, prominence was given by the painter to the popular tradition respecting the projection of loaves into the camp of Pepin by the islanders in ridicule and defiance of the design which he was reputed to have conceived of reducing them to submission by famine—a tradition which must be accepted with as much reserve as the well-known story of the Old Woman of Malamocco. In the second panel, the Battle of the Canal Arco was depicted with all its stirring incidents by Francesco da Bassano, whose production, having been completely destroyed by damp, was subsequently replaced by a painting on the same subject from the brush of Andrea Vicentino.

    The invasion of the Franks taught the Republic one serious lesson—the necessity for more efficient naval defenses; and the ninth century saw some progress made in the development of a marine calculated on the one hand to protect the islands from external attack, and on the other to command the rivers debouching from the terra Jirma. So far as the visit and defeat of the Franks in 809 are concerned, it seems natural, when we have given the Republic the fullest credit for her patriotic bravery, to set down the happy result, in a certain not inconsiderable degree, to the inexperience and local ignorance of the enemy, their imperfect preparations, and the want of a capable leader. It is a question whether, after all, the Republic was a heavy loser. The capital was uninjured; the loss of life on the Venetian side must have been relatively small, and the booty and prizes probably outweighed any damage to the olive and vine yards. Some of the periodical conflagrations and civil commotions had done greater mischief.

    All the portable secular property would, of course, be removed to Rialto, and the Franks do not appear to have touched the churches, where the greatest treasures were deposited; for from the will of Fortunatus, Patriarch of Grado, several years later, it is clear that all his costly and valuable effects were then intact, and his wealth was too notorious to have escaped the invaders, had their project not been political rather than predatory.

    But, again, it is excessively doubtful, whether under any circumstances the enterprise could have succeeded, when we look at the physical difficulties by which Pepin was surrounded, the manifest poverty of his naval equipment, and the depth to which the national feeling in Venice had been stirred. And another point is abundantly manifest. The crude and slovenly scheme framed by the Franks for the subjugation of the Venetians and the reduction of a free State to a Lombard port, did marvelously much to consolidate the great work begun by the Huns and their followers. Pepin was the co-founder, as it were, of the actual Venice which we know, the superb and powerful city, born in sorrow and indigence, and baptized in blood and fire.

    The numerical importance of the expeditionary force sent from Ravenna, no less than the gravity of the disaster to the conquerors, has, no doubt, been overstated. But under any circumstances, the event in its gratifying result was an astonishing output of strength, an impressive infestation of national life, a stout and manful repulse to the ambitious stranger, who sought to wrest from Venice the ripening to vest of centuries of toil and the coveted ladyship of the sea.
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    A.D. 809-864

    
    The magnitude of the evil, which had been averted by so timely a victory, appeared to manifest the high claims of Angelo Badoer to the consideration of his country; and the Tribune of Rialto formed in his own person the first of a long and honorable dynasty.

    By his energy and example the successor of the Antenori encouraged the citizens, many of whom were destitute alike of shelter and sustenance, to restore their dwellings and resume their vocations, which they had hurriedly left on the approach of the Franks; at the private cost of the Badoer and other noble families belonging to that ancient seat of the Doges, a New City rose on the ruins of Heraclia; Olivolo was at the same time endowed with a church in honor of St. Peter; and another church, dedicated to SS. Lorenzo and Severo, was founded on the islet of Zimole (Gemelle). The metropolis of Venice, which had originally been at Old Heraclia, was transferred from Malamocco by the sagacious Doge to his own Rialto, where he laid the foundations of a new palace; and the capital and its suburbs were now for the first time connected by wooden bridges, of which the present Ponte della Paglia was evidently one. That over the Grand Canal, which demanded a wider span, was in the beginning a sort of wooden pontoon laid on barges or hulks, and one or two timber structures, each somewhat more artistic and picturesque than its precursor, succeeded each other prior to the noble one erected by Antonio da Ponte three hundred years ago, and yet pressed by the feet of every visitor to the city. It is in this era that we have to place the upgrowth of Venice into a primitive, but picturesque, agglomeration of wooden and stone fabrics, which perhaps bore the same relation to the queen of the Adriatic as the first Dutch settlement on the Hudson bore to the modern city of New York.

    All these public improvements were carried out in pursuance and by virtue of a special authorization, which Badoer had received at the hands of the Popular Convention, “to enlarge, amplify, and embellish the island of Rialto, to fortify and strengthen its various positions, and to furnish the Lidi with shelter and protection against the inroads of the sea at high tides”; and their execution necessitated the creation of a Board of Works. The business of this office was conducted by three members, to one of whom the Cronaca Cornaro states that the task of increasing the accommodation and improving the architecture of the city was confided, while on another devolved the important duty of fortifying the lagoons.

    The accession of a Doge, who represented a fusion of the political views and voices of Heraclia and Rialto, promised at least a respite from civil war; and it is indeed justifiable to look on Badoer as a rich and responsible citizen of the Republic, who could rise above party and initiate a broader and more generous policy, adapted to the circumstances, which he was able to realize; and although his scheme for laying out the site of the new capital was by comparison with the ultimate result almost inconceivably humble and imperfect, his name remains associated with the first attempt to sketch, as it were, a rough outline of the final Venice. The city lived to outgrow his conception of its most distant possibilities; but the mediaeval Badoer germ was never quite obliterated.

    It was at the present time—in the period between 809 and 827—that measures were taken to transform the original tribunitial residence at Rialto into the semblance of a Ducal palace on a strictly feudal and military basis, with all the customary adjuncts of offices, magazines, stores, and guards. The term which is commonly applied to the ancient seat of the Doges is a somewhat misleading one, inasmuch as it demands reflection and comparison to disconnect it from the grand pile yet before our eyes. An opportunity will be taken to prove that it was utterly dissimilar.

    Beyond an obscure conspiracy and certain dissensions in the now supreme Badoer family, arising out of the troublesome system of Association, the reign of the Doge Angelo possessed no feature of public importance except the works of defense and utility which had been undertaken after the Prankish irruption, and a second partitive treaty in 813 between Charlemagne and the successors of Nicephoros, in which the Republic was so far ignored, that the Doge is found dispatching one of his sons to Constantinople to ascertain its terms. It, however, confirmed the Republic in the possession of the territory between the two Piaves, which she had acquired in the time of the Doge Anafesto. It also recognized her liberty and independence. A single constitutional point in connection with the family quarrel just noticed demands a passing mention; and it is that the Doge, when one of his sons left home and took shelter at the Court of the Western Emperor, demanded his extradition and forced him to remove himself to Constantinople, where his intrigues might possibly be less mischievous.

    His reign of nearly twenty years was a precious repose from wars without and disorders within, and the breadth and magnanimity of his administration fostered the public happiness and prosperity. The ex-Doge Obelerio and his friend Fortunatus were at present residing at Constantinople, and one of the earliest acts of Badoer was to recall the latter and reinstate him in his dignity. He thus proved himself more generous to an adversary than Obelerio had been to an ally; but the step divided the strength of the Antenori party, already sufficiently broken. The old Doge was succeeded in 827 by his son Giustiniani, who immediately associated his younger brother; and in 829 Giovanni Badoer became sole Doge. But during the joint reign a very remarkable circumstance, on which there will be a fitter occasion to dwell, occurred. The remains of St. Mark were removed from Alexandria in Egypt, where that evangelist enjoys the credit of having introduced Christianity, in 829 to Venice. 

    With Obelerio expired the hopes of the party, of which he had so long been the recognized leader; nor did Malamocco ever regain its former consequence. The modern traveler, unaided by historical lights, would not identify an insignificant hamlet with the old capital of the Republic and a walled and fortified position.

    The days of Badoer III (829-36) were singularly turbulent and disastrous. For the exile Obelerio, jealous of the Badoer, and confident in the goodwill and support of the old Frankish party, the members of which, he felt assured, merely waited the signal to range themselves round his standard, now ventured to return from Constantinople, and to settle at Veglia, a fortified town on the skirts of Malamocco; and here he designed to work, with as much speed and secrecy as possible, the overthrow of the reigning dynasty. But the Doge was too keenly sensible of the potent and pernicious influence which the Antenorists might exert over popular credulity or discontent, to suffer the conspirator and his adherents to mature their plans; and so soon as he had armed and equipped a few vessels, he set out for Veglia. Immediately on his arrival, however, Badoer, having been apprised of the outbreak of a riot in favor of Obelerio at his native city, detached a sufficient force to keep the Veglians in check, or to prevent the escape of the outlaw, and pointed his course with the rest of the squadron toward Malamocco, which underwent the same terrible fate as had befallen Heraclia twenty years before.

    In the meantime Veglia had surrendered, and was in the hands of the Venetian detachment; the old leader of the Carolingians was among the prisoners; and the Doge, acting on a persuasion, that the death of Obelerio was a necessary guarantee for his own and the public security, caused his unfortunate rival to be hanged at Campalto, on the banks of the Silis, near the spot where Fortunatus had resided before his exile. His head was afterward severed from his body, and brought to Malamocco, where it was displayed as a warning to all traitors in the Strada of San Martino.

    But the execution of the ex-Doge placed a weapon in the hands of those, who began at this time, from various motives, to regard with dissatisfaction and alarm the already preponderant and despotic influence of the Badoeri. The malcontents, the most prominent of whom was a certain Carosio Nastalione, a personage of tribunitial rank, contrived to organize a powerful conspiracy against the life of the Doge; and the latter, taken completely by surprise, escaped capture only by a precipitate flight from Venice. He sought a temporary shelter at the Court of Louis le Debonnair; while Nastalione immediately caused himself to be proclaimed Doge in his room.

    The extensive area, strong fortifications, and isolated site of the palace of these days serve to explain how a hostile movement, skillfully and expeditiously conducted, might at first escape public observation, more especially where a political chief, apparently a holder of the functions of a Tribune, such as this Carosio, had official facilities for choosing his opportunity. But it must seem extraordinary, that the usurper should have remained master of the stronghold during six months, and that even then it was not a national movement, but the action of a small knot of men friendly to the Badoeri, which led to a successful assault on the palace, the violent death of Carosio, and the recall of the legitimate Doge. We here encounter the earliest recourse to a constitutional exigency, which grew tolerably frequent. Till Badoer reached home, it seems to have been deemed a requisite precaution to install a provisional government—a triumvirate, of which one member was his kinsman Orso Badoer, Bishop of Olivolo and a second individual named Baseio Storlado. 

    But Badoer escaped from one dilemma only to fall into another still more serious. While he was still an exile at the Carolingian court, and before the intelligence of his restoration could have arrived, one Giovanni Baseio, who may have been related to the aforesaid Baseio Storlado, or have even been identical with him, conceived the idea of placing the crown on his own head; his ambitious views were, of course, completely thwarted by the unexpected restoration of the Doge; and Baseio had therefore the strongest motives for regarding Badoer thenceforward with bitter and implacable hatred. The kindred and adherents of the disappointed nobleman fully echoed his sentiments, as they had shared his hope; and an opportunity was soon found for indulging their common resentment. On the evening of the 29th June 836, as his Serenity was on the point of quitting the church of San Pedro at Olivolo, where he had been attending vespers, he was seized by hired emissaries of the rival faction: Badoer was, according to his usual practice, unattended; the have were numerous and inexorable; and having compelled him to undergo the process of tonsure, they hurried him to a neighboring convent, where he was lodged in security. Having thus removed the sole obstacle which lay between him and the throne, Baseio might have reasonably expected to reap the reward of his patience and exertion. But he was again doomed to disappointment. For the popular assembly, perhaps awakened to a sense of its duty and dignity, and possibly weary of the feeble and unfortunate Badoer, unanimously elected to the vacancy his kinsman Pietro Tradenigo of Rialto, Primicerio of St. Mark (July 836), an ecclesiastical officer of high distinction, who may be regarded as the prototype of the Metropolitan of Venice, and who exercised by virtue of his appointment special jurisdiction over the Ducal Chapel.

    The committal of a sovereign to cloistral seclusion, either of his own accord or by compulsion, is a common political phenomenon of the middle ages and, for example, we cannot help noting its perpetual recurrence in the annals of Northumbria. Nor of course is the reason far below the surface, where the insecurity of secular life in all grades was so complete, and even the holy oil afforded no safeguard from factious violence or personal revenge. The sacred precincts of a monastic establishment formed the only sure asylum for a prince, who sought at once protection from the dagger and repose for religious preparation. 

    The reign of Tradenigo, whom we recollect as one of the commissioners entrusted about 810 with the embellishment of the city, though still more turbulent and still more disastrous than that of his predecessor, and though marked by the first battle of any magnitude which the Republic fought, as well as by the first grave defeat which she suffered on her own element, was at the outset sufficiently tranquil, and was in fact disturbed only by expeditions to check the operations of the pirates of Narenta and of certain lawless trespassers on the Lago di Garda, who appear to have proved troublesome to the Veronese, or perhaps to the imperial court at Verona. They are stigmatized as brigands. The help rendered by Venice may very well have been solicited by the emperor or at least an effort to please him.

    But a wider field of operations was about to open. So far back as 827-28 the Republic, at the solicitation of the Greek government, had fitted out a small expedition against the Saracens who, in common with the Narentines and other freebooters, were beginning to be a chronic source of trouble and loss by their bold and skilful depredations both in the Adriatic and the Mediterranean. In 840 Venetian aid was again sought on the same account; and the failure of the former enterprise induced the Doge to make preparations on a scale, which is at present of chief interest, because, if the received figures are correct, Venice had been making in the passed quarter of a century a prodigious advance almost unobserved. A fleet of sixty Dromoni, vessels of heavy build and draught, capable of carrying a force of 12,000 men, was appointed to act in concert with the admiral of the Emperor Theodosius; and it is politically significant, that the command was given to Pietro Badoer, whose goodwill the Doge was probably bound to secure. The allies met the enemy at Crotona, on the Gulf of Tarentum; the engagement was obstinate; and during some time neither side was seen to flag in energy or resolution. But the Venetian commander, deriving no support from the Greeks, who are said to have fled in panic disorder at the first encounter, was ultimately forced to succumb after the experience of a severe loss in men as well as in ships; and the Saracens engaged in the pursuit with such relentless diligence, that a very slender remnant of that superb marine which had left the port of Olivolo a few months before, so full of confidence and enthusiasm, survived to announce to the country the unhappy result.

    The large armament, which the Republic had equipped either partly or wholly at its own cost, was far in excess, both as to ships and crews, of any former undertaking; the comparative immunity from war, which Venice had enjoyed since 809, might have promoted the development of power and wealth; and the destruction of such a noble fleet, coupled with the severe loss of life and the sense of national discredit, formed altogether a terrible blow. The alleged defection of the Greeks at the critical moment is corroborated by their frequent repetition of the same treachery and cowardice. But while the public mind was busied with a variety of speculations, an alarm was given, that the corsairs of Narenta, hoping to profit by the general confusion and distress, were approaching in considerable force, and that they had already reached and ravaged Caorlo. The imminence of the new danger at once banished all other thoughts; the naval resources of the State were thoroughly crippled; and there was a panic. The only vessels available for active service were two large sailing crafts without oars, which had just been completed; the government fitted them up in haste, and sent them out in search of the enemy. But it was a mere predatory reconnaissance; the Narentines were satisfied with their plunder; and they disappeared without waiting an attack.

    The two vessels, which were employed in the last instance, were termed palanders; and it was the earliest occasion, on which we meet with them. They were not originally designed as men-of-war; but they were eventually brought into use as transports both for horses, men, and stores. The Republic, in common with other rising commercial States of the middle ages, was beginning to experience the same grave trouble from piracy as the Romans had done in and before the time of Pompey the Great; and of course the formation of the coasts of the Adriatic and Mediterranean afforded the same facilities. The perils of commerce and traffic on these seas are particularly noticed by Strabo. It bad been much the same during the era of Greek independence. Venice did her part in course of time in extinguishing this grave evil. But even down to the fifteenth century the English ports were not free from the inroads of the Northmen and other lawless assailants.

    It was to be expected that an event of so grave and unparalleled a nature as the late catastrophe at sea, would raise a storm of rage and discontent against those who might be considered open to a charge of indiscretion or incompetence: and that it would also afford a pretext for the revival of civil dissension. In fact, it was not long before six noble families, of whom the Polani, Baseii, and Giustiniani ranged themselves on one side, the Barbolani, Iscoli, and Selvi on the other, took advantage of the circumstance, and profited by the general distress which prevailed in Venice to assemble in the broad daylight, on the public thoroughfares, with the avowed object of deciding their private differences by force of arms. In a country divided, like Italy, into so many separate self-governed municipalities, these civil disturbances were unhappily growing more frequent and serious. Every one has heard of the sanguinary conflicts between the Montagues and the Capulets; and it was the same at Mantua in the last days of its republican rule. These disgraceful feuds, for the rise and continuance of which no one has to look beyond the political temperament of Venice with its circumscribed area, extended at broken intervals over a considerable period; they form the chief feature in the sterile annals of the reign of the Doge Tradenigo; and they clearly merit attention, because they reveal, in an instructive and a rather startling way, the growth of a grave constitutional distemper. The violent and bloody scenes, which we have witnessed almost from the commencement of this story, have furnished us with glimpses of a certain radical tendency on the part of the great Venetian families to introduce a species of clanship; and it happened during the exceptionally protracted reign of Tradenigo, that two or three circumstances occurred to develop and stimulate the movement. An aristocracy was slowly arising, with a jealousy of popular rights and pretensions surpassed only by the jealousy which its members entertained toward each other. But at present its organization was not sufficiently consolidated; we are yet in the middle ages; the feudal element was predominant; and Venice was split up into political cliques which fought, with their armed retainers at their backs, for pre-eminence and office. Neither of the contending parties, in the present instance appear to have derived any direct countenance from the Doge, whose interests were bound up with those of the ancient and influential house of Badoer. But Tradenigo was either unable or unwilling to restrain the disorderly spectacles, which were of more or less frequent occurrence in the streets; within the fortified lines of his palace, the Doge and his political allies, confident in the loyalty of the domestic guard and in the strength of the gates, beheld for some time with complacency, perhaps, two unfriendly factions weakening each other; and at length the unseemly struggle was brought to a climax by the expulsion of the Barbolani and their confederates with the aid or acquiescence of Tradenigo.

    But the triumph of the Polani party was of short duration. For, their rivals having sought an asylum at the Court of the Emperor Lothar, son and successor of Louis, that prince successfully tendered his intercession. It seems to have been shortly after their recall that an incident occur which, though of an unimportant character, had the effect of hurrying the lengthened and singularly obscure career of the Doge Tradenigo to an abrupt and ignominious close. 

    On the decease of Maurizio Vicenzi, Bishop of Olivolo, in 862, two members of the Venetian priesthood offered themselves as candidates for the vacant see. The Sanudi or Candiani, of whom one was at present Tribune with Giovanni Badoer, and who were next to the Badoeri the most powerful clan in Venice, nominated their relative Zaccaria Sanudo. But his Serenity thought proper to induct his own kinsman Domenigo Badoer. The Sanudi vowed that they would not forgive the insult which had been offered to their House; and, although a considerable period elapsed before a suitable occasion presented itself, they ultimately carried their design into execution. On the 13th September 864, as the object of their resentment was crossing the Ponte della Paglia, to attend vespers at the church of San Zaccaria, he was suddenly assailed by Pietro Sanudo at the head of a large body of friends and retainers; the Excusati and other attendants of Tradenigo were overpowered, after an obstinate and manful resistance, and the old Doge himself was stabbed to death at the foot of the Bridge. His guards and servants, so soon as they perceived that all hope had gone, hastily retraced their steps under cover of the darkness, and took refuge in the Ducal Palace, where they prepared to defend themselves against all comers, until their prayer to the Legislature for the condign punishment of the assassins had obtained a favorable hearing. This proceeding, for which no precedent is known, discloses a singular phase of ancient palatial life, and seems to be referable to the character of the ducal coronation-oath or promision, which demanded renewal on each vacancy of the throne. The sudden and violent termination of the late reign presumably suspended the guarantees under which the Excusati took service, and exposed them to the fury of the insurgents, as they were probably selected, or might be wholly so, from the dependents of the Tradenigo and other confederate families.

    We observe throughout these intestine disturbances in mediaeval Venice a similarity, with a difference occasioned by local conditions, to the affrays in other countries arising out of feudal jealousies and antipathies. In the case of the Republic the narrowness of the area had perhaps a natural tendency to curtail the duration of those scenes of anarchy, as the same cause eventually contributed to produce constitutional measures for their suppression.

    At any rate, this is by no means a solitary indication that during the middle ages and later, the abode of the chief of the State and its precincts were regarded as privileged, just as offences committed within the verge of the Court were treated in England, down to a comparatively recent date, as of special gravity. It became usual by degrees in the Republic, immediately on the death of a Doge that the palace should be occupied by some representative or representatives of the Government, till the vacancy of the Ducal throne was supplied. The same natural and inherent importance was attached to this spot among the Merwings, among the Greeks of the Lower Empire, among the Turks, and among the Mahrattas; and it is to be remembered that, while Peter the Great of Russia was on his death-bed in 1725, the imperial residence was held by some of the Senate, waiting the close of the scene, in order to secure a peaceable succession, A contemporary engraving represents the royal abode at Paris even in the sixteenth century as quite a little town in itself. 

    Fresh proof of the strongly fortified condition of St. Mark’s palace is afforded by the reported fact that, during a whole month, the Excusati and other adherents of the deceased Doge held (possibly with the collusion of the Badoeri) that position against all comers; and even then they surrendered the place to the provisional government only on the stipulation that a free settlement was to be assigned to them in the island of Poveja, and that they should enjoy in perpetuity the faculty of choosing their own judges and gastaldo; while, on the part of the throne, the Tribunes stipulated merely that a deputation of the gastaldo and of seven of the oldest inhabitants of Poveja should, as a token of fealty, bring to Rialto on the first Friday in each succeeding November an offering of fish to the reigning Doge, who was pledged to provide, in honor of the delegates on every anniversary, a public repast. Sanudo and his colleague resigned their functions at the close of October 864, when Orso, son of the former Doge Giovanni, and grandson of Badoer I, was declared the successor of Tradenigo.

    There was a political drift in the direction of hereditary monarchy. Since 809, a period of fifty-five years, the country had been ruled by the Badoer family, of which Tradenigo, a connection by marriage, represented the influence and opinions. The severe internal distractions which marked the greater portion of the eight-and-twenty years during which Tradenigo had reigned, were indirectly favored by the prevailing absence of foreign troubles; and perhaps the spirit of faction was momentarily allayed, while a pope and an emperor pressed the yet unpaved area of the Piazzetta. In 856, the Emperor Louis II when he affixed his seal at Mantua to the ancient charter, under which the Venetian merchants traded in the ports of Lombardy, expressed a wish, and accepted an invitation, to see Rialto. The Doge and a select deputation went to meet his majesty as far as San Michele di Brondolo; he remained the guest of Tradenigo three days, during which period he held at the font the infant daughter of his host. Two years before the visit of Louis, Pope Benedict III, driven from the chair of Saint Peter by his rival Anastasius, had sought an asylum in the lagoon (854); and during his stay at Venice, Giovanna Morosini, Sister- Superior of the Abbey of San Zaccaria, succeeded in eliciting from his Holiness a promise of a variety of prized relics. Shortly after their transmission to their new destination, Tradenigo, allured by the odorous sanctity which the posthumous abode of so many saints shed around the favored abbey, paid a devotional visit to San Zaccaria; and the Abbess, anxious to afford a convincing proof of the opulence and loyalty of the sisterhood, is said to have presented to her illustrious guest, on the latter taking leave, a head-dress, perhaps worked in the house, studded with precious stones. Tradenigo accepted the gift with profuse acknowledgments; and, as a lasting token of his gratitude and approbation, he pledged his word that the Doges of Venice should repeat the visit and the ceremony in each succeeding year.

    The fate of the last Doge of the Badoer line had not yet been forgotten. It was noted that this was the second instance within a few years, in which the first magistrate had fallen a prey to the violence of partisanship; the popular assembly met in the latter part of September amid a general outcry for justice; and the Judges of the Palace were directed to institute a searching investigation into the circumstances. Meanwhile, no steps were taken to elect a successor; and the two Tribunes, Giorgio Sanudo and Giovanni Badoer, were clothed with full vicarious powers.

    
    
    
    
    



    
    CHAPTER V

~

    
    A.D. 864-912

    
    We seem at this stage to begin to emerge a little from the obscurity and silence, to which the deficiency of documents and trustworthy authorities reduce so many centuries of undoubted life and progressive activity. We are even already able to feel a quicker pulse, to discern a stronger grasp and a more audible voice. The footsteps of the next line of Doges are somewhat more distinctly traceable, their personality somewhat more vivid. Men with some tangible properties are moving about, with ideas enlarged by contact with foreign regions and antagonistic to suicidal discord at home. But we have yet to traverse almost as long a space again, before we shall arrive at an approximate realization of what time was destined to accomplish on this ground, of the leisurely and unexpected rise of the first durable empire since the fall of Rome, of one, which was to last longer than Rome, longer than any, which had ever been in the world.

    The Report of the Judges of the Palace implicated in the murder of the late Doge the Sanudi and others of the highest families in Venice. Some were executed; others were banished to the hitherto unsettled portion of the island of Spinalunga, and one, who was acquitted, dying shortly after under suspicious circumstances, the popular tale ran that he was visited and worried by an evil spirit. The comparative lenity of the sentence was due to a reasonable anxiety not to irritate still farther the spirit of faction, for although the Sanudi were spared the ignominy of a public execution, an inquiry and sentence, which tarnished the fame of so many noble families, was calculated in any case to involve the house of Badoer in a certain measure of odium. Yet that puissant family was able to maintain its representative in office against all opposition during seventeen years.

    The Narentines and Saracens, however, again proved a source of annoyance and remunerative expenditure. The former, if not both, discovered that in proportion as the Italian Republics became wealthier place became more advantageous as a profession; and with the most provident and circumspect of Powers the mischief usually lived long enough, before the remedy overtook it. In reading these accounts of the devastation of parts of early Venice by all the local or adjacent plunderers, we are reminded of the incessant sufferings of medieval Paris from a similar cause and of the bridge built across the Seine about 880 to render the ascent of the river by the north men less easy of performance. The Englishman must always recollect with shame, that the Dutch infested the Thames with impunity as recently as 1666, while Charles II was striking coins with the legend: Quatuor Maria Vindico. We are all aware that our most precious reforms in England have been owed to repeated demand and even repeated disaster and disgrace. They have never been the spontaneous offering of any government or any crowned head; nor were the mediaeval Venetians particularly deliberate in their acquisition of wisdom. But an incomplete development of national life, ‘and a prevailing ignorance of financial and political economy, made it necessary for those few, who saw evils and dangers like these, and perhaps also saw the true cure, to wait with patience, while the ancient federal system was being slowly superseded by a central unified executive.

    A Venetian squadron chased the enemy out of the gulf; but it does not appear that the expedition brought any permanent fruits. Three years later, Basilios I, successor of the Greek Emperor Michael III, anxious to restore the empire of Rome in Italy, concerted with the Western Emperor Louis a plan for the expulsion of the Saracens from the Peninsula. But the maritime power of the latter, and the enfeebled condition of his own navy, led Basilios to the conclusion, that the co-operation of Venice would importantly promote the success of the undertaking; and he judged rightly that such a proposal would touch a sympathetic chord in the heart of the Republic. A sea battle between the Venetians under the Doge’s son and the Mohammedans in the gulf of Tarentum coded in the defeat of the latter; and although the vanquished subsequently formed a junction with a small Arab squadron belonging to Candia, and sailed up the gulf a second time, they did not venture beyond Grado, whence they retired with considerable spoil. Many lives and much property were thus sacrificed year by year to this growing evil; and we shall find the Venetians shortly awakening to the cogent expediency of maintaining a flotilla in the gulf for the protection of commerce and as a barrier against surprises.

    The participation of the Greeks in this expedition had been feeble and insincere; their share of the glory was proportionately slender; and Basilios, who had furnished his lieutenant with secret instructions to negotiate a matrimonial alliance between the daughter of Louis and his son, the Valet of Constantinople, was so much piqued at the failure of this intrigue, coupled with the single-handed triumph of Venice, that he abruptly recalled his squadron to the port of Corinth. It was the second case, within a very brief period, in which the Greek alliance had proved illusory and worthless.

    The nomination by the Doge to the vacant see of Torcello of a churchman, whom the primate declined to consecrate, on the ground that he was an eunuch, resulted about the same time in a personal appeal by the Metropolitan to the Holy See for support and redress. The Pontiff’ immediately directed a message to the obnoxious prelate Caloprini, enjoining him, with the Bishop of Equilo and Malamocco, to repair to Rome, where his Holiness signified an intention of inquiring into the circumstances of the case. Neither Caloprini, however, nor the other two bishops, who seem to have been in his interest, answered the summons; and the Pontiff was informed that, while the presence of Pietro of Equilo was required elsewhere on matters of urgency, Felice of Malamocco was incapacitated by sickness from undertaking so long a journey. But the Pope was not so easily thwarted; and, in a second communication addressed to the Doge himself, Badoer was conjured to facilitate, or, if it were necessary, to enforce, the compliance of these refractory churchmen, whose dioceses might be given in charge, as his Holiness suggested, during their absence, to the Bishops of Caorlo and Olivolo. The injunction and advice wore alike disregarded. No bishops presented themselves; and his Holiness was placed in a most delicate predicament. He determined, however, to make one more effort; and the prelates were now invited to appear before a synod, which the Pontiff purposed to hold at Ravenna on the 22nd July 877. In this instance the Doge affected to give way; but unfortunately the bishops did not reach their destination, till the Council had risen, and John VIII was persuaded to withhold his anathema only by the personal intercession of Badoer. This was altogether a rather memorable affair; for it was the first occasion on which the Venetians assumed that firm attitude toward Rome, from which they never swerved even under the pressure of the heaviest adversity.

    Caloprini enjoyed the title and the revenues of the see during the lifetime of the recusant patriarch Marcurio; and when the latter was succeeded in 874 by a son of the Doge, subject to his engagement to administer the holy oil to the eunuch, the patriarch Badoer did not omit, in performing the ceremony, to allude to the anomalous circumstances, which, taken in connection with the Ducal persistence, raises a doubt whether the personal blemish of the ecclesiastic would be viewed by the men of that day as a scandal, and whether the controversy does not belong to the province of politics.

    The difficulty in the church was more easily settled than the Narentine question, which had become complicated by the more than suspected collusion of the patriarch of Aquileia. That potentate began to find that the sea-robbers were useful instruments in harassing the Istrian dioceses comprehended within the Venetian primacy. An expedition, which the Republic fitted out about 878, had therefore a twofold mission; and having disposed of the pirates for the time, it proceeded to chastise their employer. By the Doge’s command, all commercial intercourse with Aquileia was suppressed; and the patriarch Walpert soon humbly solicited the revocation of the order. On the one hand, Walpert engaged to desist from molesting four mercantile emporia belonging to the Doge in the market-place of Aquileia; and on the other the Aquileians were again left at liberty to trade as heretofore on easy terms with Pile and the other ports of Venice.

    It was during the lengthened administration of Badoer IV that the first step was taken in the direction of financial reform. Down to the present time there had been nearly as entire an absence of artificial elaboration in this department of the government as in the earliest days of Venetian liberty, and the nature of the taxes which composed the public revenue was so loose, and their levy so irregular, that Badoer came to the resolution, some years after his accession, of proposing to the National Assembly the establishment of the Ducal exchequer on some footing of stability. The payment of tithes was a usage of high antiquity. Posterior to 697, it was customary for each House to lay at the feet of the Chief Magistrate its proportionate oblation of fish, bread, oil, honey, wine, and the other necessaries of life. But time had tended to impair the efficacy of this barbarous and imperfect machinery rather than to improve it. When the increasing importance of the Republic began to render the calls on the national purse heavier, as well as more frequent, it too often happened that a sudden and untoward emergency betrayed the nakedness of the Treasury, and exposed the fallacy of the system; and the feeling had become general that some cure ought to be found for such a grave constitutional anomaly. The long unproductive condition of certain portions of the Dogado had led to their periodical colonization under various circumstances on a feudal basis; and it was thought that an occupation of the waste lands of Murano, San Nicolo, and Dorsoduro by tenants on the footing of a payment of tenths and service at fixed periods in the ranks of the Excusati or in the other departments of the Ducal household and staff, might tend to swell the revenue, and to strengthen the municipal soldiery.”

    While, however, a feeble and imperfect attempt was thus made to expand the resources of the State, an apparent blow was dealt at Venetian commerce in the shape of an edict against the traffic in Christian slaves, which was, no doubt, lucrative enough, but which was constantly involving the Republic in remonstrances and reproofs from the Papacy. A Ducal edict was now launched against this abuse; and a heavy fine, or the amputation of a limb, or in extreme cases death, was the penalty attached to transgression. The spirit of Christian legislation, like that of other mediaeval codes, was vindicatory rather than remedial. Every crime bore its price, and where resort was had to capital punishment, it was more frequently on political than on judicial grounds. An age which possessed imperfect notions of the connection between law and morality, and in which there was a strong tendency to reduce human obligations to a standard of commercial fitness was precisely an age which might be expected to view with favor a system of pecuniary atonements, forming the simplest species of direct taxation. For there is no question whatever, that the slave-trade continued to flourish in spite of all repressive enactments, and that the penal consequences, if any, were as a rule financial gains. The profits of the traffic allowed occasional fines. In cases where an accused pleaded innocence, the trial of the question of fact was appointed to fall on a jury of twelve persons, who were bound to deliver a verdict upon oath. The decree of 878 was the earliest movement of that nature; but it was followed, at intervals, by laws of a more severe and binding description. Ecclesiastics were not disposed to eye with much indulgence an abase, from which they derived no temporal gain; for among that body the only class to which the slave-trade formed a source of income, was the clerical notary, who drew up the contracts of sale between the dealer and his customers; and, besides, persons in a servile condition, both male and female, were, centuries later, employed in monastic establishments as well as in secular households. But the Venetian attempt in the ninth century to extinguish Christian slavery was almost as premature as it was laudable: for it was an attempt directed not only against interests which were too valuable to be promptly surrendered, but against a principle which, though abhorred by a few advanced spirits, and though denounced from a few pulpits, had not yet been condemned by the voice of public opinion; and it was public opinion alone, seconded by a progressive civilization, which possessed the power of remedying an evil rooted so deeply in the strongest of human instincts.

    The crown of Badoer IV descended in 881, without any opposition, to his eldest son Giovanni (Badoer V), whom he had associated in 867-8. Besides the new Doge, Yettore, patriarch of Grade, and three other sons, his late Serenity left two daughters, Giovanna, abbess of San Zaccaria, and Felicia, wife of Rodoald, Duke of Bologna.

    Two centuries had elapsed since the termination of the tribunitial system as a supreme jurisdiction, and thirteen Doges had already reigned in Venice. Yet these magistrates, at first content to fulfill their primary mission by delivering their country from anarchy, and then absorbed, for the most part, by a variety of conflicting domestic interests, had never heretofore found the opportunity, or felt the desire, of extending the Venetian dominion beyond the lagoons and it consequently remained for Badoer V to furnish that proof of ambition, and to set that example of conquest; and we are enabled to perceive that the preponderant weight which his family had established was not yet impaired, and that the ducal office was growing more and more autocratic in its attributes and range.

    The town of Commacchio, situated on an inlet of the Adriatic, several miles below Brondolo, and the seat of a flourishing salt and fish trade, had been in the opening years of the ninth century part of the Greek empire in Italy, and one of the earliest exploits of Venice was an unsuccessful effort in concert with the imperial commander to recover it. But it was held in fief of the court of Rome at this period by a son of one of the followers of Louis the German. His name was Marino d’ Este; and a repeated refusal on the part of the second Count of Commacchio to recognize the obligations of a vassal, had gradually engendered a feeling between him and his suzerain, which was highly favorable to the views of the Doge. The latter at once conceived the idea of turning this disagreement to his own advantage; and while he expressed an anxiety to get rid of a troublesome rival, the Doge secretly harbored a desire to annex the property of d’ Este to the feudal patrimony of the House of Badoer. At the same time, however, he was reluctant to prefer a personal claim; and he therefore resolved to send his brother, Badoer Badoer, to Rome, to treat with the Pontiff on his behalf for the transfer of the coveted fief. His Holiness acquiesced in the proposal. But, meanwhile, the Count, duly apprised of this intrigue had organized in concert with the Ravennese a plot against the unsuspecting and unwary Badoer; and as the latter was proceeding homeward through Ravenna, he was caught in an ambuscade, wounded in the leg “in a desperate scuffle with his captors, and conducted to Commacchio, where he was detained by his rival in close confinement, till the poignancy of suffering and the sense of approaching dissolution rang from him an unwilling promise that, as the condition of his immediate enlargement, he would forgive the injury, and forget the hand which had done it. The unfortunate prince returned to his native city to die; in his last moments he half unconsciously denounced Marino d’ Este as the perpetrator of the deed: and his brother lost no time in appearing with an armed squadron before Commacchio. D’ Este had fled; his domains fell an easy prey to the sword of the invader; and the authority of the magistrates whom the Doge left in charge of the place, was seconded by the presence of a Venetian garrison. Nor was Badoer disposed to pardon the collusion of Ravenna in the recent misadventure; and that ancient capital of the Greek Exarchate was compelled to atone cruelly for the succour which she had afforded to her feeble neighbor. Still the object which the Doge had had in view was entirely thwarted by the death of his brother; and while it might be considered expedient to abandon the design of erecting Commacchio into a heritage for the Badoeri, or of embodying it with the Republic, the failure of the scheme was not less mortifying to the proud and sensitive spirit of Badoer: nor is it unlikely that it was instrumental in hastening a half formed determination to withdraw from public life.

    His health had indeed been long ailing. He began to feel the cares of government irksome and oppressive. The undivided weight of the berretta produced a growing sensation of lassitude; and the natural asperity of his temper was increased by the thought that he had no son to whom he might secure the succession. His brothers, Pietro and Orso, were both till recently still living; and shortly after the miscarriage of the attempt on Commacchio, the Doge had designed to associate the former. But the sudden death of Pietro, who had only just attained his twenty-fifth year, forestalled him in his purpose; and, his remaining brother having declined the proffered trust, and his nephew Orso being a mere boy, Giovanni hesitated no longer in declaring his wish to abdicate.

    He was evidently, like all his race, a man not only of the highest character, but of an unusually impartial temperament; for, at his personal recommendation, Pietro Sanudo, a citizen of Rialto, and a member of a family politically unfriendly to the Badoeri, was summoned from his private house to the Palace (17th April 887), where Badoer delivered to him with his own hand the sword of State, and placed on his brows the Ducal berretta. The new Doge, whose election by its singularity formed at once a tribute to his predecessor and himself, was a nobleman of bold and enterprising character, and in point of worldly means of considerable affluence. He was no less distinguished by the punctilious strictness with which he followed his religious observances, than by the princely munificence which he displayed in relieving the necessities of the poor. In person Sanudo was of the middle height, and at the period of his election he was in the forty fourth year of his age. His accession to the throne in the healthy prime of manhood gave his subjects and kindred every promise of a long reign.”

    On the receipt of intelligence, however, in the following August, that the Corsairs of Narenta were again hovering on the skirts of the Lagoon, the Doge took twelve galleys, commanded by twelve sopracomiti of noble lineage, and sailed along the coast. The Pirates were at length descried in the bosom of a bay off Mucole near Zara; he instantly directed his course toward them; and the approach of the Venetians served, by cutting off the retreat of the Narentines, to animate their courage. After a severe struggle, in which the Doge did his utmost to hearten his forces, the buccaneers were compelled to acknowledge the superior prowess or fortune of their opponents by retreating in disorderly haste to the shore. The Doge, having secured a portion of the enemy’s fleet, determined to destroy the remainder; and he bore an active and prominent part in the operation. While he was thus absorbed, heedless of the Pirates who were watching his movements from the land, a well-directed shaft pierced his breast; he fell without a groan; and his troops, panic stricken at the sight, set all sail for Grado, abandoning the trophies of their success. But the Corsairs were soon on the alert; and they ceased not to harass the flight of the islanders until the latter had entered the lagoons. There the half-superstitious dread of becoming entangled in a labyrinth of sand dissuaded a nearer approach; and the Narentines, fortunately unconscious of the splendid success which might have crowned an inroad at that conjuncture, leisurely retraced their steps seaward. Such was the earliest instance in which a Doge of Venice had died for the Republic.

    Meanwhile, the news of the battle, and the remains of Sanudo, had reached home; the apprehension became rife that the enemy might soon be at the very stair of the Broglio, and the people felt that the choice of a new sovereign was a question which demanded riper consideration than the pressure of existing circumstances seemed to allow. In this exigency they formed the resolution of soliciting Giovanni Badoer to return to the throne which he had so recently vacated; and, although the health of the ex-Doge had become exceedingly infirm, he consented to resume the government, until they had finally decided on the succession. No steps, however, appear to have been taken in the matter, until Badoer had already reigned provisionally almost seven months; and then only, at his earnest desire, Pietro, son of Domenigo Tribuno, by Angela or Agnella, niece of the Doge Tradenigo, a kinsman of the Doge Sanudo, relieved him of his functions (April 888). Thus it seemed as if Venice had become the political patrimony of two dominant Houses. That of Badoer had at present no eligible candidate for office; and the Sanudi were enjoying a rather long lease of power.

    A rather peculiar, if not very important, difficulty confronts us at this point in the occurrence of the name of Domenigo Tribuno himself as a contracting party to a charter or franchise executed, posterior to the installation of his son, in favor of Chioggia; and conflicting theories have been held as to the true cause of such an apparent anomaly. It is, on the whole, most probable, that the elder Tribuno, one of those patronymics of official origin not infrequent in mediaeval annals, exercised vicarious functions during the absence of the Doge on some naval expedition or in the course of the evidently prolonged and elaborate measures of defense about 906 against the anticipated Hungarian invasion. 

    So far, nevertheless, the internal condition of the Republic was uniformly peaceful and thriving; and under the auspices of commerce and industry the country began to flourish and increase. Still the Doge and his subjects were regarding with a watchful and anxious eye the progress of events in the Peninsula. Although, amid the violent changes which had supervened in the government of Italy since the death of Charlemagne, they had hitherto succeeded in maintaining their neutrality without compromising their freedom, the Venetians were too wise to conceal from themselves the likelihood, that they might ultimately be obliged to deviate from that pacific policy, that it might become necessary for them to interpose a barrier of steel between their homes and a foreign invader; and they prudently determined not to neglect the present opportunity of forearming themselves to the utmost possibility against any emergency. The exterior fortification of the Dogado, which, with the single exception of the Fort erected at Brondolo in 750, and the works carried out at the beginning of the century, was still wholly defenseless, therefore engaged immediate attention; booms of great strength, removable at pleasure, were prepared to span the mouths of the canals, and to be secured at either side by stakes firmly planted in the ground, or by staples fixed in the Avails of adjacent buildings; from the Rio di Olivolo to Santa Maria Jubenigo was begun the erection of a lofty and massive wall; and the fortified part of the islet of Olivolo, girded by a broad and high rampart, assumed the name of Castello. The sombre and threatening aspect of affairs in Italy fully warranted these precautions; and even the deposition of Charles le Gros in 888, which had been hailed by all classes of his subjects as an augury of peace, was merely the signal for a War of Succession between Berenger, Duke of Friuli, and Guido, Duke of Spoleto. In the same year, however, the former received the imperial crown from the Pope, Stephen V; and in 892 he was succeeded by his former competitor, who resigned the throne of the West two years later to his own son Lambert. These frequent changes did not escape the notice of the Venetians. In May, 883, Badoer V, through his ambassador Lorenzo Barbarotello, Bishop of Olivolo, had obtained from Charles le Gros the quinquennial renewal of the treaty, originally accorded to the Republic by the first race of Lombard kings; and in 889, the present Doge easily prevailed on Guido, whose friendship he appears to have judged more practically useful than that of the Papal Emperor, to endorse the terms of that compact.

    Under these circumstances the Republic entered on the fifth century of her existence; and, notwithstanding the forebodings of the Doge and his people, partly in consequence of rumors from the inauspicious North, and partly by reason of the prevalent notion at this time that the end of the world was at hand, everything seemed to prognosticate a long continuance of that tranquility which they had enjoyed, with very few interruptions, since the events of 809, when it was suddenly announced that a large horde of Huns, allured by the prospect of an easy conquest and of a rich spoil, were approaching Lombardy, spreading havoc along their whole line of march (906).

    That extensive tract, lying between the Adriatic and the Alps, which had once been so wealthy and so powerful, was now, however, too feeble to stay the progress, too barren to appease the avarice, of an invader; and a report reached the ears of the barbarians, that on the shore of the gulf dwelled a people, whose opulence surpassed their wildest visions of gain. It was consequently soon known that the Huns were contemplating a descent on the City. The intelligence diffused the greatest agitation and terror. The feeling became general that a new crisis was forthcoming for Venetian independence; and Tribuno, justifying by his collected bearing in that trying moment the choice of his fellow-citizens, lost no time in awakening the people to a sense of their duty as well as of their danger. Addressing the Arrengo, the Doge appealed, in few but impressive words, to the noble origin of the Venetians and the immemorial freedom of the Republic; he recalled to their recollection the deeds and misfortunes of their progenitors, and the terrible sacrifices which the First Founders had made to liberty; he exhorted them, above all, not to forget the glorious victory in former days over the Franks; and (by a pardonable hyperbole) he declared that, should their efforts not experience success, they would not be slain only, but devoured, by a horde of ferocious cannibals. Who, he asked, would not draw the sword in defense of his hearth and his country against such a foe?

    In the meantime, several of the places along the coast from Chioggia were laid in ruins and the invaders had approached almost so far as Albiola, before the Doge advanced with his fleet to bar their farther progress. Happily for the Venetians, the Huns, that an attack on the side of the sea would be most effectual, had rashly undertaken the management of some ships which they found in the ports of the deserted cities of Padua, Concordia, and Aquileia; and thus the enemy, unversed in the art of navigation, unconsciously placed in the hands of their intended victims a weapon which the latter knew well to turn to the best advantage. The countrymen of Attila were, in all probability, unaware of the close proportion which subsisted between the wealth and the power of the Republic; that, while the Venetian State became more worthy, it also grew more difficult, of conquest ; and they expected, perhaps, to subjugate with ease that little community whom their great king had spared in 452. This illusion, however, was quickly dissipated. Conducted by their Chief Magistrate himself, to whom it was no novelty to exchange the sceptre and the ducal bonnet for a sword and a casque, the Venetians glided softly forward in their flat vessels over the shallow waters; and those nimble and expert mariners, profiting to the utmost extent by their local knowledge, easily succeeded in dispersing and destroying the frail and clumsy barks of the Huns, the greater part of whom were suffocated beneath the yielding surface of the Lagoon. The remainder effected a precipitate retreat to the mainland; and even of these, few were fortunate enough to regain their native homes on the banks of the Sea of Azof or on the shore of the Caspian. The rout was rapid and complete; and it afforded the second instance in which the Republic was indebted for her very existence to her insular situation, to the dangerous intricacy of the narrow and serpentine channels, which alone gave access to her capital, and to the extraordinary resolution which the threatened loss of independence had inspired in the mind of a free people.

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    



    
    CHAPTER VI

~

    
    A.D. 912-991

    
    The first act of Badoer VI, who succeeded that excellent and brave Doge Tribune in 912, was the notification to the Eastern Emperor of his elevation to power; and his son Pietro was the person whom he selected to represent him. The noble Envoy was received by Constantine IV with every mark of consideration due to his rank and character; he was created a Protospatarius and on taking leave of his august host, he was loaded with gifts and compliments. In those days, the shortest and safest route from Constantinople was by sea. The passage usually occupied from twenty-five to thirty days. But Pietro who, in proceeding from Venice to the Chrysoceras had merely availed himself of the casual departure of some outward-bound merchantman, was weary of the long voyage and desirous of a change; the novelty and risk of the overland journey excited the love of adventure; and, contrary to the advice of the Greeks, who strongly dissuaded him from traversing an unfrequented and dangerous tract of country, he resolved to return home through Dalmatia. His temerity cost his father dear; he had scarcely accomplished the moiety of his journey, when he was taken in an ambuscade, robbed of his presents, and conducted to the Court of Simeon, King of Bulgaria. To that monarch, who looked on the offer of a profitable exchange as tolerably certain, the capture was particularly acceptable; and the luckless youth was detained a close prisoner, until the Doge, hearing of his fate, and learning his place of confinement, dispatched Domenigo Flabenigo, Archdeacon of Malamocco, with a heavy ransom to purchase his release, Badoer recovered his liberty; and the vacant see of Malamocco was not considered too high a recompense for the services of Flabenigo. In 921, the man who thus owed his bishopric to a happy stroke of diplomacy, was sent to Pavia, in conjunction with Stefano Caloprini, to procure from Hugo, King of Italy, the quinquennial renewal of the mercantile charter of the Republic; and five years later, they were again jointly accredited to the court of Hugo’s successor, Rodolph, from whom they elicited, in addition to the usual immunities and privileges, the declaration that the Doge of Venice was entitled to strike money, because it appeared that the former Doges had enjoyed this right without interruption. In 932, after a reign of twenty years, which had been almost devoid of incident, the Doge, sensible of the approach of death, withdrew into the monastery of San Felice, on the isle of Amiano. He was succeeded by Pietro, son of Sanudo I, who had fallen at Mucole in the service of the Republic.

    The ecclesiastical establishments, with which Venice gradually enriched herself, formed during the medieval period the most secure and agreeable retreat for those persons who, in the decline of life, wished to enjoy an exemption from political vicissitudes. The rude, turbulent, and unsettled condition of civil society afforded no guarantee for repose and few temptations to educated minds. The monastic fraternities and sisterhoods were the only places of refuge from the cares and perils of secular life and the only seminaries of literature and refinement. The position which the clergy occupied, at the revival of knowledge and culture, was a prominent and an honorable position, and down to a certain era their policy was a policy of progress and intellectual improvement. 

    The disruption of the fabric of society by the Northern barbarians had favored the rise and growth of several petty principalities in the ancient Illyria; and among other minor potentates, Wintker, a Slavian chieftain, had assumed the title and rights of Marquis of Istria. But the inhabitants of that Province soon found their new and self-elected sovereign a despot; and the Venetian merchants, who had formed settlements at Justinople and in its neighborhood, taking advantage of the feeling of disgust, which the conduct of Wintker was diffusing, prevailed on that and several other towns to raise the standard of revolt against the oppressor, and to transfer their allegiance to the Doge. The offer was accepted. Justinople became a fief of the Republic; and the protection of the Venetian flag was bought with an annual tribute of 800 gallons of wine. The wrath of the Marquis was unbounded; but an edict of non-intercourse with Istria soon constrained him, by the want of certain staple commodities, which he was unable to procure from other markets, to accept the clemency of Venice. An event of a more romantic nature, which was almost contemporaneous with the acquisition of Justinople and other places in fief, afforded the Doge an ample opportunity of showing his courage and self possession.

    It was an ancient usage among the Venetians that every year, on Saint Mary’s Eve, twelve poor virgins, endowed by the State, should be united to their lovers in the old cathedral church of Saint Peter the Apostle at Olivolo. On this auspicious day (January 31), the parents, friends and kinsfolk of the betrothed used to assemble on that island; and from an early hour, barks gaily dressed with flowers and flags, might be seen skimming the canals, bearing the happy couples, their dowers, and marriage presents, to San Pietro. It happened on the anniversary of 939 that the Corsairs, who were well acquainted with the annual custom, resolved to profit by the helpless state of the joyful train, and to carry off the Daughters of Saint Mark. With this object in view a party of these outlaws under the conduct of their chief Gaiolo. a renowned freebooter of that time, concealed themselves, on the eve of the festival, in a portion of the quarter of Olivolo, which was then thickly wooded, and on the following morning, so soon as the solemn procession, followed by a crowd of women and children, had entered the church, they quitted their hiding-place, crossed the narrow Canal, and leaped ashore. The hymeneal rites had already commenced, and the brides were about to be given away, when the doors of San Pietro were suddenly burst open, and the place was filled with armed men who, tearing the terrified maidens from the foot of the altar, lifted them across the sacred threshold, deposited them, almost bereaved of sense, in their barks, and set all sail for Trieste. The Doge by virtue of his office was acting on that memorable occasion as the proxy of the Patron Evangelist. He hurried from the building, followed by the injured lovers, and all, hastening through the streets, summoned the people to arms. In this emergency, a few vessels belonging to the Corporation of Trunk-Makers, who occupied a quarter in the parish of Santa Maria Formosa, were offered to the Chief Magistrate and his companions; and the latter grasping their oars with that strength which men borrow from despair, were soon lost to sight. The pirates, on their part, were still in the lagoon of Caorlo, when they beheld their pursuers close behind them; and the Venetians, availing themselves of their local experience, quickly overtook the ravishers in a creek, which is still known as the Porto delle Donzelic. The contest was long and sanguinary, but the vengeance of the bridegrooms was complete; hardly an Istrian escaped; and the girls were led back in triumph to Olivolo, where they endeavored to forget their fright and alarm in the usual festivities, to which it may be believed that the recent misadventure gave peculiar zest. For a short time it was a practice to array twelve wooden dolls in bridal costume and to carry them in triumph round the Piazza; and those figures were called by the people Marie, in consequence of the occurrence having taken place on the day specially dedicated to Our Lady. But this dumb-show fell into disuse; and for the images was then substituted a solemn procession “of twelve young virgins, who, attended by the Doge and the clergy, paid a visit of ceremony to the parish of Santa Maria Formosa, where they received a hospitable welcome from the Trunk-Makers. The tradition is, that when the latter waited on the Doge after the event, and solicited his Serenity to originate the Andata, Sanudo good-humouredly remarked: And what, if it should rain? The Trunk-Makers made reply: “We will give you hats to cover your heads, and if you are thirsty, we will give you drink.” In commemoration of this circumstance, the Doge was presented on each succeeding occasion with two bottles of wine and two hats, on one of which were his own armorial bearings,  on the other those of the reigning pontiff’. Those hats, which in the traditional account the Trunk-Makers offered in case of wet weather to the Doge and his party, were doubtless, since the visitors would not anyhow go bareheaded, umbrellas of some sort, appliances, with which their Oriental trade and connection must have very soon familiarized the Venetians. Nor is it unlikely that the Trunk-Makers themselves imported such articles, or even manufactured them; and at a later time, when the umbrella grew commoner, ordinary hats with heraldic bearings might have been thought more acceptable gifts.

    Toward the close of this reign, some Venetian vessels, which were trading in the port of Commacchio, having been detained by the treachery or caprice of the inhabitants, Sanudo determined to demand restitution in person, and he accordingly appeared before that place with a fleet of armed galleys. The vessels were speedily recovered; a considerable portion of the town was destroyed ; and not only were those found to be implicated in the outrage put to death, but the sons of the principal citizens were selected by the Doge to be kept as hostages, until their parents should agree to recognize the sovereignty of Venice. A deputation was soon afterward dispatched to redeem the security; and thus Commacchio actually became a Venetian fief, sixty years after its nominal annexation to the Republic by Badoer V.

    Sanudo II was replaced in 939 by Pietro Badoer, only son of Badoer VI, and in his earlier years a prisoner in the hands of the King of Bulgaria. The reign of Pietro Badoer was brief and obscure: and he was the last of his illustrious race, who ascended the Venetian throne. Pietro Sanudo III, son of the second of that name, succeeded him in 942. 

    One hundred and thirty-three years had elapsed since the Ducal crown was accorded to Angelo, the first of the line, as a tribute of public gratitude for his services at Albiola; and during the greater part of that period, his descendants (seven in number) had held, for and by the people, an authority not less absolute, so long as it lasted, than that of the English royal Houses of Plantagenet and Tudor. Yet while they were sometimes driven to commit acts of an unwarrantable nature, they exercised their authority, for the most part, with wise forbearance and rare tact; and under their rule Venice enjoyed in a unprecedented measure tranquility both at home and abroad. Among those princes a powerful and striking resemblance is discernible. We observe the same gifted understanding swayed by the same ungovernable choler; the same irritable, impetuous and headstrong temper; the same freedom from meanness and profligacy; the same keen sensitiveness to insult and fierce impatience of control. In their calm moments, few men acted with more judgment than the Badoeri; few wandered farther from the path of reason, when they obeyed some strange impulse or some ruling passion. With all the faults, however, which they had in common with other men of a noble nature, the Badoeri, by their high sense of honor, by their general integrity, by their unselfish patriotism, by their watchfulness over the glory and advantage of their country, and, at last, by their long public services, won the hearts of the Venetians; and in a State, where so much stress was laid on nobility of birth, the people were always disposed to eye with indulgence the conduct of a magistrate, whose fathers were Tribunes of Rialto in the time of Theodoric the Goth. 

    Not many years after, the Emperor Berenger II made important concessions to the Venetians trading throughout his dominions in Italy and Dalmatia as his quota to the cost of keeping the waters of the Gulf open (948); and cruisers with that object began to leave Venice almost every season. The operations of the Pirates had assumed, to some extent, a new character. They had now for some time hired themselves out to the enemies of the Republic, instead of waging war on their own account; and the Venetian expeditions consequently laid a heavy hand on the employer as well as on his mercenaries. At the same time the imperial grants to Venice were acquiring a basis of at least mutual profit, for the subjects of the western empire, who were unprovided with facilities for disposing of their exports and for producing many domestic requisites, were at present more dependent on the friendship of commercial States than the latter were on them; and the withdrawal of intercourse became almost as serious as a declaration of war.

    By his wife Archielda Sanudo III had four sons. Domenigo, the eldest, already enjoyed the see of Torcello; Vitali Ugone had married Imilia, who brought her husband the courtships of Padua and Vicenza. The remaining two were named Pietro and Vitali, the Litter being still a youth. Pietro, however, had reached years of manhood; and in 948, his father, considering his own not very robust state of health and the importance of maintaining the line of succession, admitted him to a share in the government. But the misconduct and excesses of the younger Doge soon led to a recommencement of the domestic troubles of Venice on a scale of unexampled severity, and the country beheld with deep and painful emotion the revival of that shameless libertinism which had branded with infamy the old dark days. Sanudo continued to supply to the Republic the unique spectacle of a Doge vying with dissolute associates in acts of violence and immorality, until the Arrengo, arriving with that slowness common to all large deliberative bodies at the conclusion that these scenes were a blot on the national honor, determined to endure no longer an evil which they had endured already too long. The reprobate was consequently taken, arraigned, and convicted; and the flagitious nature of the charges, which were preferred against him, seemed to be inexpiable by any milder punishment than death itself. The tears and treaties of the elder Doge, however, who, in the first burst of indignation, had stoically resolved not to shield the guilty from justice, but whose courage failed him at the last moment, saved his son and the name of Sanudo from the unparalleled ignominy of a public execution, and the harsher sentence was accordingly commuted for one of perpetual banishment. Ravenna was the spot, which was chosen as the place of retirement; and as an indulgence he was allowed to select from the friends of his youth the companions of his exile. But the attractions of an idle and sedentary life soon palled; and, after a brief stay at Ravenna, Sanudo joined the standard of Hugo, Marquis of Tuscany, who was waging at that conjuncture a war against Theobald, Marquis of Spoleto. In a calling, where his talents were more conspicuous than his vices, the Venetian prince displayed merit, and might have attained distinction, had he not quickly forsaken the honorable profession of a soldier for the more congenial trade of a pirate. With six vessels, the fruit of Ravennese jealousy, Sanudo sailed so far as Primiero, where he secured seven Venetian merchantmen, bound for Fano, on the coast of Urbino; the prizes were led back in triumph to Ravenna, where the buccaneer was able to exult in his infamous behavior toward a country, which had used him too gently; and the search of Marco Zeno, whom the Doge had dispatched in quest of the missing vessels with thirteen galleys, was entirely unavailing. The general feeling and belief were, however, that the younger Sanudo was the author of the outrage; and when this conjecture was verified, his venerable parent, bowed down by years and broken-hearted, was driven, under the galling sense of humiliation and disgrace, to tender his abdication to the people.

    The name of Sanudo III was respectable. The family, to which he belonged, was in the zenith of its power; and while the offer of the vacant magistracy to the representative of some other line threatened to rekindle civil war, the decree which forbad the return of the younger Sanudo, precluded his election. Thus the Arrengo found itself wavering between a desire to maintain the inviolability of its oath and a reluctance to rouse the vindictive resentment of the powerful family of Sanudo: the eventual recall of the exile showed the great influence of that House, while it betrayed the aristocratic tendencies of that Assembly. Scarcely had his father laid down the insignia of power when a flotilla of barks, gaily decorated with flags, conveyed a deputation of the nobles and clergy to Ravenna, where the pirate and prescript of yesterday was saluted with the title of Doge, and escorted with every manifestation of pomp and amid transports of enthusiasm to the Palace.

    The bell at the Campanile was soon heard to peal; the churches in like manner celebrated the occasion; it was a day of bustle and rejoicing in Venice, and one old man, who lay bedridden in the street of San Severe, not far from the Palace, in a house which his family had occupied through many generations, turned feebly on his pillow to listen to the sounds which proclaimed the national perjury. Too much reason had the dying Doge to predict that the Venetians had sacrificed in vain their honor to a love of peace.

    The Republic had chosen what seemed to be the wisest, if not the most dignified, course in avoiding a rupture with the Sanudi. No other family in Venice appeared at the present moment to possess the influence and strength required to counterbalance that of the late Doge and his son, and the choice which had been made in violation of previous engagements was alone supported by the reasonable expectation that his father’s death and the sense of personal responsibility might exert a satisfactory effect on one who was not wanting in administrative capability.

    Nor were these hopes without a certain foundation. During a few years we hear of little or nothing to disturb a precious interval of profound calm, which left the country at liberty to prosecute its legitimate career as a mercantile power. The occasion for unsheathing the sword had of late arisen comparatively seldom, and it is satisfactory to perceive that, instead of employing this tranquil interval, as in the days of Tradenigo, with family quarrels, and turning the thoroughfares of Venice into skirmishing-grounds, the people and their ruler devoted the sittings of the Parliament and the leisure of the Executive to useful objects of legislation and diplomacy.

    The Synod succeeded in procuring just about this time a new statute, declaratory of that of 878, against the traffic in Christian slaves with various countries, including those professing the Mahommedan faith, and the Venetians, under the new law, were not only precluded under penalties from direct transactions of that kind, but were forbidden to make pecuniary advances to others, particularly Greeks and Jews, for the purpose. These restrictions, where no adequate machinery existed for enforcing them, and the strongest inducements to evasion or infringement were always present, remained, notwithstanding the persevering and humane efforts of the benevolent, a dead letter; and, with two or three statutes in force, each of which was textually more stringent than its predecessor, hundreds of slaves were annually imported into the Venetian territory in a more or less clandestine manner. They were brought from Turkey, Circassia, Russia, and elsewhere, and were almost exclusively females between twelve and sixteen years of age. On disembarkation at Venice they were sold to the highest bidder, the agreement for the purchase being drawn up by a clerical notary; and the unfortunate girls who were chiefly used, as in the East, as concubines or prostitutes, though sometimes as mere domestic menials became for a handful of money the absolute property of the purchaser.

    The suppression of the slave trade was a piece of inoperative legislation now, before and after. The same may be said of the formal undertaking of the Government on the part of its subjects to desist from commercial intercourse with the Saracens, in order to please the Byzantine Court, and to discontinue the carriage of letters between Constantinople and Germany, to please Berenger II, who had granted the Venetians a renewal of their charter, and whom the intrigues of a competitor for the Iron Crown in the person of Otho I were inspiring with uneasiness. The carrying business was too advantageous and too difficult of detection to make its complete relinquishment possible, even if the Government of the Doge had been perfectly sincere in its professions; but while it was not prudent to shake the confidence or goodwill of Berenger, so long as his authority was recognized, the Venetians, unless their information and foresight were singularly at fault, could not help being aware how precarious that authority was as to its duration; and in point of fact in 962 the crowns of Germany and Italy were reunited on the brow of Otho. The Venetian resolution was promptly taken; and Otho had not quitted Rome, when he was solicited on the part of the Doge to renew the privileges which the Republic had enjoyed in the Peninsula since the days of Alboin. The mission to the Court of Rome, in addition to its practical business, was charged with a message of congratulation and compliment; the courtly and deferential attitude of the Doge’s son and his companion Pietro Orseolo were very apt to be misconstrued by the German Sovereign; and the latter is alleged to have acceded to the prayer of the envoys with very indifferent grace. The time-serving circumspection, which entered as a necessity into the Venetian policy, was probably distasteful to him, and he must have known, that the present propitiatory overtures were rather a homage to his success than to his august person. Otho had a son, who was as lukewarm toward Venice as himself, and a grandson, who was more sensible and friendlier.

    So far, then, the Republic had been led to hope that in the Doge of Venice she had lost the pirate of Ravenna and the bravo whose wild frolics were once the terror and the disgrace of the capital. But such anticipation was too sanguine; and although in foreign affairs, where his personal interests were not affected, his administration had been energetic and popular, Sanudo IV proved, when the first serious difference in domestic politics arose, that his temper was as unbridled and arbitrary as ever. 

    Domenigo Sanudo, Bishop of Torcello, elder brother of his Serenity, having died in 964-5, the Synod chose, as his successor, Matteo Giagi. The Doge, however, with whom the final decision rested in such matters, expressed a dissent, and conferred the vacant surplice on his own son Vitali. But this mere legitimate exercise of the Ducal prerogative did not satisfy Sanudo, who caused the unfortunate Giagi to be seized, deprived of sight, and removed from the public eye by death or imprisonment. The only symptoms of popular displeasure, which visited such an outrage, were low murmurs and timid reproaches; and when the patriarchal see of Grade fell vacant, in 969,” by the death of Vitali Barbolano, the Bishop of Torcello was elevated to the primacy without opposition. 

    Shortly afterward the Doge, inspired by the example of an elder brother, who held considerable property in Padua and Vicenza in right of his wife, an Italian heiress, repudiated, on some feigned pretence, his consort Giovanna, and, having immured her in the abbey of San Zaccaria, obtained in marriage Gualdrada, sister of his old ally Hugo, Marquis of Tuscany, with whom he received on the day of their espousal a portion of 400 pounds of silver, and certain estates in Oderzo, Ferrara, Treviso, and Adria. By this stroke he became the master of an ampler revenue and of a numerous body of retainers; and having thus attained a favorite object he determined to indulge to the fullest extent a secret love of grandeur and show. It was not long before the people witnessed the introduction of an order of things strangely contrasting with that simplicity, which the members of a Republic still prized as the distinctive costume of their particular form of government; Saint Mark’s soon afforded the novel spectacle of a Ducal Court; the satellites of Sanudo borrowed their dress, their manners, their behavior, from the courtiers who kneeled at the feet of the Greek and German autocrats; and this display of regal pomp, which in the abstract might have been not unpleasing to the popular eye, was accompanied by a despotism, more absolute than that of the House of Badoer, more terrible than the despotism of the two Galbau. Yet the Venetians, from the nature of their constitution, were singularly phlegmatic under oppression; and not only did they tolerate during some time without much perceptible emotion the tyrannical conduct of their sovereign, but they suffered the Excusati, who had now been, since 836, the bodyguard of the chief magistrate, to be supplanted by a mercenary corps, which his Serenity had partly raised on his new estates, and partly in Tuscany. The admission of foreign troops into the capital without the consent of the Parliament was generally considered an arbitrary stretch of the Ducal prerogative. Some, however who were secretly inclined to view that extraordinary step as a measure of precaution, dictated by a growing distrust of the goodwill and affection of his subjects, derived consolation from the thought, that it might be the forerunner of a great and favorable change.

    That change, indeed, was much nearer at hand than the most hopeful might have ventured to prophesy. A few years after the second nuptials of Sanudo, the Ferrarese, having made an incursion on that part of his estates which lay in the vicinity of their town, the Doge sent a strong force up the Po to vindicate his rights; the aggressors were sharply chastised; the citadel of Ferrara was taken and destroyed; the environs were laid waste; and a second attempt of. a similar character in another quarter was followed by the dismantlement of Oderzo. On the part of the Venetians, the attendant losses were trifling; and in ordinary times the circumstances of the expedition might have been gradually forgotten. But in the present distempered state of the public mind the slightest additional irritation sufficed to goad it to frenzy. The scene, which ensued, was that identical scene of tumult and anarchy which had already more than once prognosticated a crisis in the government. Again, after the lapse of two centuries, a rampant multitude, exasperated by a long course of oppression, was seen to assemble on the Square of Saint Mark, clamoring for vengeance and thirsting for blood; and once more a cowardly tyrant, awakening only at the last hour to a full sense of his folly and his danger, was seen to quail before a people, whose highest privileges he had dared to set at nought. Sanudo was, perhaps, hardly aware of the full extent to which he had weakened his authority by the recent disembodiment of the Excusati. In offending the latter, he had incurred the enmity not merely of a military corps, but of a vested interest. In those days, when a considerable space was still left open to the labors of the agriculturist or woodman, the class which principally contributed to the Ducal Bodyguard was the small proprietary of some of the outlying islands; and its influence was now thrown into the scale against him at a moment when he was peculiarly in want of support.

    Yet, as the Doge glanced from a casement of his palace at the crowded space below, he might almost have imagined that after all his fears were about to be falsified. The insurgents, doubtful how to act, though appearing to be inwardly bent on achieving some great end, had already dispersed in groups to debate what course it was best to pursue, or to listen to the views of some favorite orator on the point in agitation. Even should they persist in their original intention, and ultimately have recourse to extreme measures, there still hardly appeared to be any valid ground for apprehension. On the sworn fidelity, steady discipline, and intrepid courage of the mercenaries, who were well aware that his fate would be theirs, Sanudo felt that he might safely place implicit reliance; and in such hands a walled and solid structure such as Saint Mark’s was assuredly capable of offering a long resistance to assailants. But, on closer observation, a movement in which the noblest of the citizens seemed not ashamed to join—to which those, who held the largest stake in the welfare of their country, were found willing to lend their countenance and aid—was not long to be misinterpreted; and, although the repeated attempts of an undisciplined body without the aid of artillery to force the approaches to the Palace proved ineffectual, it soon became manifest that measures of a different nature were contemplated. In fact, at the suggestion of one of the leaders of the movement, orders were given to set fire to the buildings through which lay the access to the Palace. The conflagration spread with a rapidity which was calculated to shock the incendiaries themselves. In the course of a few hours, the flames touched the chapel of Saint Mark, which adjoined the Ducal residence, and broken columns of smoke, driven by gusts of wind against the casements of the latter building, diffused a panic terror among the unfortunate inmates. Amid the horror and confusion of such a scene, Sanudo, bearing his child by Gualdrada in his arms, was seen to rush out of St. Mark’s chapel, to crouch before a group, in which he recognized a few of his friends and relatives, and to implore their compassion, promising to redress every grievance, to undo every act of injustice.

    But it was too late. The moment had now arrived when repentance was no longer of use; and while the general voice upbraided him with his crimes, a few of the bystanders, more resolute or more impatient than the rest, plunged their daggers into his bosom. The little child, whose innocence might have moved the people to compassion, was the partner of its parent’s fate; and it was not till the tempest had subsided, that Giovanni Gradenigo ventured to claim for the remains the rites of interment, and conveyed them to the monastery of San Ilario, near Fusina. They had at first been cast into a boat, and carried to the common shambles to be thrown to the dogs. So blind and ungovernable was the popular frenzy.

    This termination of the career of Sanudo IV was not apt to create a feeling of surprise; the sole ground for wonder seemed to be that the nation should have borne so long a yoke which it could so easily break, and that the elective magistrate of a free commonwealth should have been suffered, during the greater part of seventeen years, to exercise under the thin disguise of liberty and equality a power hardly less unfettered than that which was held at that period by the descendants of Constantine and Charlemagne. The terrible misrule, however, of the Tribunitial Oligarchy, the ferocious despotism of some of the earlier Doges, the tyrannical sway of the Galbau, and, lastly, the autocratic rule of the House of Badoer during a period of seventy-four years, are exemplifications of one and the same doctrine; and the long reign of the fourth Sanudo formed another clue to the tendency of the government and another satire on the character of the people. 

    The death of Sanudo glutted the vengeance and assuaged the passion of the multitude; and the Venetians had now leisure to perceive that three hundred houses, the churches of San Teodoro and Santa Maria Jubenigo, and the Ducal residence and Saint Mark’s itself, were severely injured by the flames. It was while a few were still lingering over this distressing scene, that a large concourse of persons assembled in the church of Saint Peter the Apostle at Olivolo, and acclaimed Pietro Orseolo chief magistrate of the Republic (12th August, 976).

    Orseolo, who has been already seen officiating in a diplomatic capacity as the ambassador of the Republic at the Court of Otho I, and who was now in his forty-eighth year and in extremely affluent circumstances, belonged to an ancient Roman family of some consideration, who had left their native city of Altinum in the time of Attila, and had settled at Torcello; and although their descendant had no claim to a place in the first order of the aristocracy, he enjoyed to the fullest extent that social and popular pre-eminence to which his large fortune, his amiable character, and his manly presence entitled him.

    In a city composed of wooden buildings, and where the liability to destruction by fire was consequently extreme, a simple act of arson, committed in one of the leading thoroughfares, was one of the gravest offences of which a person could be guilty; and how much more heinous and capital became the crime when the match of the incendiary aimed at reaching the principal edifices in the metropolis, structures on the development and gradual amplification of which more than one private fortune had been expended, which had been slowly brought to their present condition by the intermittent labors of 250 years: one a building, in which were stored all the public monuments, and which stood in an altogether more important relation to the State than the palaces of times with which we are acquainted.

    The serious damage which had been inflicted on this block of buildings was the least easily repaired; and the Doge, reluctant under the circumstances to aggravate the public distress by calling on the popular assembly to furnish the necessary funds, determined with equal piety and patriotism to execute the work at his own expense. A curious legend is extant that, while it was still a question to whom the commission should be given, an unknown person, of singular appearance and lame in both legs, presented himself, and offered to render Saint Mark’s the most picturesque and beautiful edifice imaginable, upon the understanding that, on its completion, his statue in marble should be placed in the most conspicuous part of the building. The Doge, who might well smile at the whimsical request of the cripple, acceded, it is said, to the stipulation; and, for awhile, the operations progressed favorably enough; but it seems that the stranger confessed to Orseolo, one day, his inability to complete the contract, and that consequently he lost his statue. Some connection has been traced between this story and the deformed figure, with his finger to his lips, in one of the archivolts of the church. The design for the Basilica was ultimately delivered to the government by a Byzantine architect, who had found his way to Venice from Constantinople; and the building would naturally partake of the Moorish or Arabian character, which distinguishes its successor. Comparatively humble as the tenth century church was, it asked more than one hand and one lifetime to complete it; but so soon as the cathedral was ready for its reception, the pious founder placed on the altar a slab of gold of Greek fabric. In the meantime much of the palace and the range of buildings, which were devoted to official purposes, remained in a dilapidated condition; and Orseolo procured leave, for the present, to transfer the seat of government to his own house in the street of SS. Filippo e Giacomo Sagorninus, who was living at this time, and put his account of the Republic into writing under the next reign, leads us to conclude that the common accounts greatly exaggerate the losses from the fire generally and the extent to which the palace suffered. For he refers to the latter as the same which had stood there since the first establishment of the metropolis in Rialto about 810, and does not consequently authorize the ordinary idea that it was reduced to ruins.

    While these events were passing at Venice, Gualdrada, having succeeded in escaping the popular vengeance during the insurrection, had joined Adelheid, consort of the late Emperor Otho I and empress regent, at Verona; and, at the same time, the Patriarch of Grade, exasperated beyond measure at the elevation of a man, on whose head rested, in his opinion, the blood of a murdered parent, had quitted his see and his country, by the advice of his political friends, in order to expose at the court of Verona the turpitude of the Venetians, and to seek in Otho II a vindicator of the wrongs of the House of Sanudo. But the Doge and his advisers, not ignorant of the feeling of friendship and sympathy which existed toward the Sanudi and aware that with his crown Otho had inherited the sentiments, which the first of his name entertained toward the Republic, were perfectly sensible of the pernicious consequences which might accrue if they allowed the Patriarch time to extend his intrigues to the court of Verona, and to enlist in his cause the Empress as well as her son ; and it was therefore determined to counteract his probable success in that quarter, by removing, to some extent at least, the injurious impression of recent events. Accordingly, a few months after his accession, Orseolo furnished Domenigo Grimani with instructions to proceed to Verona, to ascertain the temper and views of the Court of Adelheid, and to endeavor to pacify Gualdrada by the offer of a liberal indemnity for the losses, which she had sustained by the sudden death of her late husband. The execution of Grimani’s mission was attended by no common difficulty. For, although Gualdrada herself was inclined to be reasonable in her demands, the Empress, who pointed to the ruined walls of Oderzo and Ferrara, seemed disposed to insist, as a preliminary step, on the full reparation of the damage which the Venetian troops had inflicted on those parts of the imperial dominions in the time of Sanudo IV. More moderate counsels, however, prevailed in the end; the tact or importunacy of Grimani induced Adelheid to waive her exorbitant claim; and so soon as the 400 pounds of silver, which Sanudo had received on the day of his union with the sister of Hugo, had been returned to the widowed Dogaressa, the Empress consented to join with the latter in a solemn declaration, that the Republic should receive no prejudice whatever from passed occurrences, and that any subject of the empire who molested Venetian merchants in the pursuit of their calling, should be punishable! The Republic experienced the utmost difficulty in collecting the amount required, and that arrears of taxation were not obtained without an appeal to force. The system, under which the revenue was levied, preserved its ancient simplicity. 

    One of the State Papers lost in the late fire was the treaty of 932 between the Republic and Capo d’Istria, and, the Duke of Beneventum having attempted to tamper with the fidelity of the fief, the Doge insisted on a renewal and recognition of the charter.

    It was shortly after that a stranger landed at Venice. He announced himself as Father Warin, Superior of the Abbey of Saint Michel de Cuxac, in Aquitaine, who was on his return from Rome, and was animated by pious curiosity to inspect the new temple and shrine of the Patron Evangelist. Orseolo received his holy guest with marked distinction; and during the brief sojourn of the abbot the intercourse ripened into intimacy. The conversation turned on the goodness of the Maker, the reward of virtue, and the vanity of human ambition. The monk talked with captivating fluency: the Doge listened with entrancement to the words which fell from the man of God. A discourse grew into a controversy; the controversy subsided into a lecture; and, in the course of a few days, Orseolo (like good King Ceolwulf of Wessex) was fully persuaded that a monastic life afforded the greatest facilities to pensive minds and the nearest approach to the perfection of sub lunar happiness. Warin was even in favor of an instant renunciation of the world and its paltry grandeur; but, whatever may have been the strength of his convictions or the force of his enthusiasm, the Doge calculated that a certain time was absolutely necessary to arrange his private affairs, and otherwise to prepare himself for his new mode of life. Orseolo asked, for this purpose, the delay of a twelvemonth. On the expiration of that term, the abbot of Saint Michel was invited to return to Venice, and to claim his illustrious proselyte.

    Meanwhile, the Doge continued to discharge his duties with unremitting zeal; his design of relinquishing the cares of government, and of spending his declining years in the tranquil seclusion of a French convent, remained a close secret; and the people at large were wholly ignorant of the powerful effect, which his mysterious visitor had exercised on the mind of their Prince. Distrustful of female discretion, he determined not to unfold his intention even to his wife, who had enrolled herself some time since, with his approval, among the nuns of San Zaccaria; the only partners of his confidence were his son-in-law, Giovanni Morosini, and his intimate friend, the excellent and humane Giovanni Gradenigo and these were the chosen companions of his flight. 

    Accompanied by two of the Brethren, named Romoaldo and Marino, the Superior of Saint Michel returned to Venice with scrupulous punctuality on the evening of the 1st September 978, and repaired according to previous arrangement to the monastery of San Ilario, in Rialto, where they were speedily joined by the Doge and his two associates. Orseolo having assumed the garb of a pilgrim, the whole party, anxious to escape detection and elude pursuit, quitted San Ilario at midnight, mounted the horses, which awaited them in the immediate neighborhood, and traversing the shallow canal, rode at full speed across the country. The fugitives reached their destination in safety; and when he had received the hospitable welcome of the abbot, Morosini bad farewell to his father-in-law and to Gradenigo, and retraced his steps homeward. The noble recluse survived his strange resolution nineteen years; more than once during that long period he was visited by his youthful son Pietro, to whom it is gravely alleged that he foretold his future fame; and it was indeed whispered, that Orseolo the Holy had then lived long enough to repent the vow, which he somewhat too precipitately made to Father Warin. For one of the associates of his design, Romoaldo, who subsequently founded the Camaldolite order was a disciplinarian of the most austere type, and enjoined on all under his direction the strictest asceticism. The labor, which Orseolo was required to perform in common with the rest of the brethren, was too exacting for a man, whose frame required a more generous diet than that in vogue at Saint Michel; and a story has come down that it was necessary for the convert to appeal to the man, who had been instrumental in weaning him from a home where abundance reigned, before his daily rations could be somewhat enlarged. Let this tradition stand for what it is worth. The original motives of the stalwart sea-bred Venetian were alike excellent; whether he regretted what he had done, we are never to know. 

    The Doge’s flight was not disclosed till the morning of the 2nd of September. The house which Orseolo had occupied in the street of SS. Filippo e Giacomo, at once became an object of general attention and curiosity. A large number of persons was naturally anxious to ascertain the truth of the strange story, which was now gaining currency in the city. The unexpected intelligence gave rise in the public mind to a mixed feeling. That his Serenity would ultimately lay aside the sceptre, was a contingency which had not perhaps been unforeseen by those who knew the man and the bias of his mind. But no one had imagined that the period of his abdication was so near, or that the place of his retirement would be so distant; and even the Dogaressa Felicita Malipiero, while she consoled herself for the loss of her consort by admiring the wisdom of the vow, could not refrain from expressing her surprise, that the Doge should have chosen to fix his last earthly abode in a French convent instead of passing a life of sanctity and ease among his own people. His lame long survived him. Numerous publications during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries discussed the story, or eulogized the hero of it; in 1731 the Doge was canonized by the Holy See, and in the following year Louis XV sent his remains to Venice. Still, although there might be many who regarded with unfeigned sorrow the loss of so pious and so amiable a prince, the departure of Orseolo was not to be considered as a public misfortune. The insolvent state to which the Ducal Fise had been reduced by recent disbursements, the restless ambition of Otho II, the covert jealousy which he nourished of Venetian independence, and the manifold causes which they had to dread his animosity, led many to own the expediency of having as their chief magistrate at that juncture a man who, even in preference to other recommendations, was acceptable to Otho II. The Candiani or Sanudi, on whom the excesses of the last Doge of the name had brought such opprobrium and obloquy, were known to possess greater influence over the present Emperor of the West than any other family in Venice; and the people consequently felt that, by seeking the successor of Orseolo among the members of that illustrious house, they were best consulting the common interest. Their choice fell on Vitali, uncle of the Patriarch of Grade, and younger brother of the late Sanudo IV who, since the palace was still uninhabitable, made his own house at San Ponal his headquarters.

    Even at this distance of time we can picture Orseolo, half Doge, half monk, now addressing the Arrengo on some current topic of public concern; now conversing in a low and subdued voice with some meanly clad pilgrim, newly arrived from Rome or the East: at one time performing some strange penance in his private chapel; at another, coming forth from the inner apartment of his house, the prince’s abode for the time being, to receive the ambassador of an emperor. Among the papers which he left behind him was a short will, which he had prepared on the evening of the 1st, just before his departure. This instrument, by which the bulk of his extensive property was bequeathed to his only son and heir, provided funds for the erection of a new Ducal chapel, the building of a public hospital, and for other noble and useful purposes.

    The offer of the crown to Sanudo V, had been prompted by the double consideration, that he was childless, and that his good offices with Otho might be valuable at a juncture, when a certain soreness of feeling still lingered behind in connection with the late Dogaressa Gualdrada and the tragical end of his own brother. That the nation had exercised a wise discretion in recalling the Sanudi to the head of affairs was made particularly clear by the demeanor of the Emperor toward the Venetian representatives, who came, on the part of Sanudo, to solicit his friendship and commercial protection; for his Majesty, in granting the request of the Republic, declared himself actuated solely by a wish to please his mother Adelheid and his consort Theophano, coupled with a desire to merit the Divine clemency by compassionating the forlorn state of the people in the Salt-Lagoon. It was as if the Doge had merely come forward to negotiate this reconciliation, imperfect as it appeared to be, with Otho; for, at the end of fourteen months, on the plea of failing health, he withdrew, without ostensibly performing any other public act, into the monastery of San Ilario, at Lizza Fusina. Thirty seven years only had elapsed since, in 942, the House of Badoer ceased to reign; and now the other great dynasty of Sanudo or Candiano which, with that of Badoer, had enjoyed during two centuries the largest share of political influence in the Republic, beheld its last crowned representative in the successor of Orseolo the Holy.

    Marina Sanudo, niece of Sanudo V, and daughter of his elder brother Sanudo IV, was united at this time to Tribune, son of Andrea Memo, of San Marcuola, in the district of Canalreggio, a man of ample fortune, and the owner of another large estate near Malamocco, but of mediocre capacity. Yet his wealth, his alliance with the Doge’s kinswoman, and his connection with the very influential House of Caloprini, appear to have rendered merit a secondary consideration; and when, in November 979, Sanudo expressed his strong desire to abdicate, Memo was chosen to succeed him. The new Doge is said to have been excessively fond of flowers and shrubs, which he cultivated with much assiduity and success.

    When the Doge Orseolo ascended the throne in the autumn of 976, the Ducal Palace and the Basilica had suffered considerable injury. The restoration of these buildings, which had been at once commenced by the then new ruler, made very little progress, however, during his short reign, and throughout his continuance in office Orseolo appears to have resided exclusively at his own house. The feeble health and brief administration of his successor left him very little taste and very little time for the active prosecution of public works; and, even when Tribuno Memo was elected in 979, the arrangements at Saint Mark’s were still so incomplete, that the ceremony of the coronation was performed at the private residence of Memo at San Marcuola, near the church of SS. Ermacora and Fortunate, of which the Memi were the founders and patrons. 

    During the earlier part of his reign, the attention of Otho II had been mainly occupied by the affairs of Germany; and it was not till toward the year 982, that he found himself in a position to carry into execution his favorite plan for the recovery of Southern Italy, to which his union with Theophano, niece of Basilios and Constantino, and heiress of Apulia and Calabria, gave him in his own estimation a just and exclusive right. His success in the Peninsula, however, was far from corresponding to his expectations; the hope of winning back the triple crown of Charlemagne was dispelled by the firm and hostile attitude of the joint successors of Constantino the Great; and the real weakness of the Byzantine Court was disguised by the prompt cooperation of Venice and the Saracens. The former was actuated in this instance by a twofold motive. Firstly, the Republic had no object in deviating from her traditional policy toward the Lower Empire; in the second place, she had every inclination to resent the support which Otho had lent to the Dogaressa Gualdrada and the Patriarch Sanudo in the affair of 976. The Saracens, naturally anxious to prevent the invader from establishing himself in the south of Italy, speedily recruited their ranks by levies from Sicily and Algiers; a Greek army was conveyed in Venetian transports to the shores of Calabria: and the forces of the Emperor, who had fearlessly advanced to meet his opponents, were almost annihilated by the confederates at the battle of Basentello. Otho himself, who was obliged to seek safety in flight, narrowly escaped falling into the hands of the Greeks; and he succeeded with difficulty in regaining Verona, where he convoked a general Diet of the empire. This assembly was composed of the great vassals of the realm, the high dignitaries of the church, and the deputies from foreign courts; and the ranks of the latter body were unexpectedly swelled by the arrival of the envoys of the new Doo-e Memo. The Venetians were still unaware to what extent their co-operation with the Greeks had attracted his notice, and had incurred his displeasure; and they felt that, should any animosity really exist in the mind of Otho on this ground, it was expedient to remove or mitigate it on the first opportunity.

    With this important mission it was that Morosini and his two companions had been charged. Although Otho II made no explicit allusion to the part which the Republic had borne in the late campaign, it was evident that the fact of Venetian transports having been placed at the disposal of the Byzantine Court had come to his ears. Their charter, however, which bore the seals and signs-manual of Luitprand the Lombard, of Charlemagne, of Pepin le Bref, of Lothair, of Louis le Debonnair, of Charles le Gros, and, lastly, of Otho the Great, was demanded; and after some demur the commercial privileges of Venice were confirmed, subject to an annual payment to the imperial treasury. This annual tax was usually tendered in the form of a robe of cloth of gold of the prescribed value. It is doubtful whether the custom of purchasing the privilege of free trade was introduced by Otho II, or whether it dates from an earlier period. We do not, however, observe any such stipulation in the ancient treaties of the Republic with the successors of Alboin and Charlemagne, and are therefore disposed to conclude that it originated only in the tenth century, when the trade of the Venetians with the Peninsula had become more extensive and valuable, and that it was most probably an innovation made by Otho himself. The community, toward which so many sovereigns and dynasties entertained such mingled sentiments, had already seen a long procession of figures cross the stage, play their parts, and disappear.
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