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Set against the backdrop of 16th-century France, "The Abbess of Vlaye" is a richly woven historical novel that explores themes of power, faith, and the complexities of human relationships. Weyman's prose is characterized by its elegant style and meticulous attention to historical detail, effectively immersing the reader in a world where political intrigue and personal ambition are intertwined. The novel deftly navigates the tensions between secular authority and religious devotion, presenting a vivid portrayal of the challenges faced by a convent abbess who must navigate these perilous waters while safeguarding her community's future. Stanley John Weyman, often referred to as the "Prince of Storytellers," was deeply influenced by the tumultuous history of his native England and the broader European landscape. His experiences as a barrister and his appreciation for the dramatic potential of historical narratives informed his writing. Weyman's adept characterization and skillful plotting reflect his keen understanding of the human condition, drawing readers into a world of ethical dilemmas and emotional resonance. For those captivated by historical fiction that combines rich storytelling with profound moral inquiry, "The Abbess of Vlaye" is a must-read. Weyman's ability to craft intricate plots filled with suspense and emotional depth makes this book a compelling exploration of faith and power, inviting readers to reflect on their own beliefs and choices.
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Matteo Maria Boiardo's "The Orlando Innamorato" stands as a groundbreaking epic that intricately weaves themes of love, chivalry, and the heroic quest within the context of Renaissance literature. Written in elaborate terza rima, Boiardo employs a rich tapestry of allegory and vivid imagery to navigate the tumultuous relationship between love and knightly duty. Set against the backdrop of the medieval romance tradition, the narrative chronicles the adventures of the valiant Orlando and his tumultuous passions, blending realism with the fantasy of a mythical world where knights embark on quests that test their moral fiber and romantic ideals. Boiardo, hailing from a noble family, was profoundly influenced by the socio-political tensions of 15th-century Italy and the legacy of earlier chivalric tales. His artistic pursuits were further shaped by his connections to the courtly culture of Ferrara, which fostered a deep appreciation for literature and the arts. This cultural milieu provided Boiardo with the inspiration to reconcile the ideals of courtly love with the humanist principles emerging during his time, making his work a precursor to later epic poems. "The Orlando Innamorato" is a must-read for anyone fascinated by the evolution of epic poetry and the complexities of human emotions. Readers will find themselves captivated not only by Boiardo's masterful storytelling but also by his profound insights into love and valor that resonate through the ages. This monumental work invites exploration and reflection, offering a captivating journey into the heart of Renaissance thought.
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In "Tales of Angria & Angria and the Angrians," Charlotte Brontë presents a richly imaginative tapestry woven from her early narratives set in the mythical land of Angria. This collection showcases her pioneering contributions to the Gothic and romantic literary styles, characterized by profound psychological depth, intricate characterizations, and a vivid portrayal of passions and conflicts. Written during her youth, these tales reflect Brontë's exploration of social hierarchies, gender roles, and the human condition, set against the backdrop of her own existential struggles and the constraints of Victorian society. Charlotte Brontë, the third of the famous Brontë siblings, was profoundly influenced by her upbringing in the moorlands of Yorkshire and her extensive reading of contemporary literature. Her creation of Angria was not merely an imaginative escape; it arose from a deep yearning to confront and articulate the frustrations of her time, particularly those relating to societal expectations of women. This fantastical stage allowed her to wrestle with her ideas on power, ambition, and autonomy, themes that resonate throughout her later works. "Tales of Angria & Angria and the Angrians" is an essential read for anyone seeking to delve into the early imaginative processes of one of literature's great innovators. Brontë's bold foray into the realm of fantasy challenges readers to consider the intersections between fantasy and reality, marking this work as a significant precursor to her later masterpieces. Whether for academic inquiry or personal contemplation, this collection invites readers into the heart of a keen observer of human nature.
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In "Corleone: A Tale of Sicily," F. Marion Crawford masterfully weaves a rich tapestry of Sicilian life against the backdrop of the tumultuous 19th century. The novel, presented in a vivid and lyrical prose, immerses readers in the traditions, culture, and complexities of Sicilian society, capturing both the beauty and brutality of the island. Crawford skillfully employs local dialects and settings to enhance authenticity, while exploring themes of honor, family, and the inevitable clash between modernity and tradition. Its publication during the rise of the naturalist movement in literature situates it within a larger dialogue on realism and regionalism, making it a pivotal work of its time. F. Marion Crawford, an American author based in Italy, drew upon his profound appreciation for Italian culture and history while writing this novel. Having spent considerable time in Sicily, Crawford's personal experiences and extensive research infused his storytelling with authenticity and depth, creating a sympathetic portrayal of the characters and locale. His background as a novelist, playwright, and critic also influenced his narrative style, marked by rich descriptions and nuanced character development. "Corleone: A Tale of Sicily" is highly recommended for readers who appreciate historical fiction rich in cultural context. Crawford's deft narrative invites readers into a world of conflicting loyalties and profound emotions, making it not only an engaging tale but also a poignant exploration of identity and belonging. This novel is an essential read for anyone interested in the interplay of landscape, heritage, and humanity.
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In "Pepita Jiménez," Juan Valera weaves a rich tapestry of 19th-century Spanish society through the lens of unrequited love and the complexities of desire. The novel is a masterful blend of romanticism and realism, delineating the inner turmoil of its characters with psychological depth and emotional nuance. The narrative follows the story of a young seminarian, Don Luis de Vargas, whose infatuation with the beautiful Pepita leads him to grapple with the conflicting demands of passion and duty, all set against the evocative backdrop of Andalusia. Valera's elegant prose and sharp wit illuminate themes of social class, religious constraints, and the search for personal identity, making it not only a love story but a profound commentary on societal expectations. Juan Valera, a key figure in the Spanish literary canon, drew from his own experiences and observations of contemporary Spanish culture and politics. Educated in both Spain and France, Valera cultivated a deep appreciation for literature, philosophy, and the subtleties of human emotion. His life, rich with diplomatic service and literary pursuits, informed the nuanced characterizations and intricate social analyses found in "Pepita Jiménez," grounding it in a profound understanding of the human condition. This enduring classic is highly recommended for readers seeking a compelling exploration of love, moral conflict, and societal pressures. Valera's keen insights into personal and communal struggles resonate deeply, making "Pepita Jiménez" not only a historical reflection but also a timeless exploration of the human spirit. Readers will find themselves captivated by Valera's lyrical prose and the poignant dilemmas faced by his characters, ensuring that this novel remains relevant across generations.
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NOVRABLE AND EVER LY-

VING VERTVES OF SYR PHILLIP

SYDNEY KNIGHT; AND TO THE

RIGHT HONORABLE AND OTHERS WHAT-

SOEVER, WHO LIVING LOVED HIM,

AND BEING DEAD GIVE HIM

HIS DVE.




	





To the Right Honourable Robert
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Deuorax, Earle of Essex and Ewe, Viscount

Hereford, and Bourghchier, Lorde Ferrers of Chartley,

Bourghchier and Louaine, Maister of the Queenes Maie-

sties Horse, and Knight of the most noble order of the Garter:


Is wished, the perfection of all happinesse, and tryumphant

felicitie in this life, and in the worlde

to come.

[image: W] When I had determined (Right honorable) to dedicate this Booke, to the euerlyuing vertues of that matchlesse Knight Syr Phillip Sydney; me thought that I could not finde out a more Noble personage then your selfe, and more fit, to patronize, shield, and defende my dutie to the deade, then your Honour, whose greatnes is such, and vertues of that power, as who so commendeth them, deserueth not to be accounted a flatterer, but he that doth not the same, may be thought an 
[v] euill willer. Hovv your Honor vvill accept hereof, I make no doubt, because that curtesie attendeth vpon true nobilitie; but my humble request is, that your Honor may not thinke of me (by the tytle of the Booke,and some part of the discourse) as if I vvere amorous, and did speake according to my ovvne passions, for I beeing restrained of my liberty, and helde in the graue of obliuion, where I still as yet remaine, oppressed with Melancholie, and wearied vvith deeper studies, I vvas glad to beguile the time with these conceits, anothomising in them, the vanitie of this life, and vncertaintie of the delights therof, in the Dreame of Poliphilus; Which if it shall please your Honor at conuenient leysure to looke ouer, pardoning what you finde amisse, and weighing my good will, I shall thinke my selfe most happy.

And thus I humbly take my leaue, vntill that I may present your Honour, with a matter more fitting the same.

Your Honors deuoted,

R. D.
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Candide Poliphilum narrantem somnia Lector

auscultes, summo somnia missa polo,

Non operam perdes, non hæc audisse pigebit,

tam varijs mirum rebus abundat opus.

Si grauis & tetricus contemnis erotica, rerum

nosce precor seriem tam bene dispositam.

Abnuis? ac saltem stylus & noua lingua novusq;

sermo grauis, sophia, se rogat aspicias.

Id quoq; sirenuis, geometrica cerne vetusta

plurima milliacis disce referta notis.

Hic sunt Pyramides, thermæ, ingentesq; Colossi,

ac Obeliscorum forma vetusta patet.

Hic diuersa basis fulget, variæque columnæ

illarumq; arcus, Zophora, epistilia,

Et capita atq; trabes, et cum quadrante coronæ

symmetria, & quicquid tecta superba facit.

Hic regum cernes exculta palatia, cultus

Nympharum, fontes, egregiasque epulas.


[v] Hinc bicolor chorea est latronum, expressaque tota

in Laberintheis vita hominum tenebris.

Hinc lege de triplici quæ maiestate tonantis

dicat, & in portis egerit ipse tribus.


Polia qua fuerit forma, quam culta, tryumphos

inde Iouis specta quatuor æthereos.

Hæc præter varios affectus narrat amoris,

atque opera & quantum sæuiat ille Deus.
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Wherein he sheweth, that all humaine and

worldlie things are but a dreame, and but as vanitie it

selfe. In the setting foorth whereof many things


are figured worthie of remembrance.

The Author beginneth his Hypnerotomachia, to set downe the hower and time when in his sleepe it seemed to him that hee was in a quiet solitarie desart, and vninhabited plaine, and from thence afterward how he entered vnaduisedly before he was aware, with great feare, into a darke obscure and vnfrequented wood.

The discription of the morning.

(a) Phæbus the Sunne.

(b) Leucothea the morning.

(c) Pyr & Eo, the horses of the Sunne. [image: W] What houre as Phœbus(a) issuing foorth, did bewtifie with brightnesse the forhead of Leucothea(b), and appearing out of the Occean waues, not fully shewing his turning wheeles, that had beene hung vp, but speedily with his swift horses Pyrous & Eous(c), hastning his course, and giuing a tincture to the Spiders webbes, among the greene leaues and tender prickles of the Vermilion Roses, in the pursuite whereof he shewed himselfe most swift & glistering, now vpon the neuer resting and still moouing waues, he crysped vp his irradient heyres.

(d) Horison a circle deuiding the halfe speare of the firmament from the other halfe which we doe not see.

(e) Hemispere is halfe the compasse of the visible heauen. Vppon whose vprising, euen at that instant, the vnhorned Moone dismounted hir selfe, losing from hir Chariot hir two horses, the one white and the other browne, and drewe to the Horrison(d) different from the Hemisphere(e) from whence she came.

And when as the mountaines and hilles were beautifull, and the northeast winds had left of to make barraine with the sharpnesse of their blasts, the tender sprigs to disquiet the moouing 
[v] reedes, the fenny Bulrush, and weake Cyprus, to torment the foulding Vines, to trouble the bending Willowe, and to breake downe the brittle Firre bowghes, vnder the hornes of the lasciuious Bull, as they do in winter.

(f) Hyperion the Sunne.

(g) Halcyons are certaine byrds which building near the shore vpon the waues there will be no storme vntill the young be hatched.

(h) Leander a young man of Abydos, who in swimming ouer Hellespont (anarow sea by Byzantium, which parteth Europ from Asia) to Sestus, was in the sight of his louer Ero of Sestus drowned, which she seeing, threw hir self down into the sea, and died with him. 
At that very houre, as the diuers coulered flowers and greene meades, at the comming of the sunne of Hypperion(f) feare not his burning heate, being bedued and sprinkled with the Christalline teares of the sweete morning, when as the Halcyons(g) vpon the leuell waues of the stil, calme, and quiet flowing seas, do build their nests in sight of the sandie shore, whereas the sorrowfull Ero, with scalding sighes did behold the dolorous and vngrate departure of hir swimming Leander(h).

I lying vpon my bed, an oportune and meet freend to a wearie body, no creature accompaning me in my chamber, besides the attender vppon my body, and vsuall night lights, who after that she had vsed diuers speeches, to the end shee might comfort me, hauing vnderstood before of me, the originall cause of my hollow and deepe sighes, she indeuored hir best to moderate, if at least she might, that, my perturbed and pittifull estate. But when she sawe that I was desirous of sleepe, she tooke leaue to depart.

Then I being left alone to the high cogitations of loue, hauing passed ouer a long and tedious night without sleepe, through my barren fortune, and aduerse constellation, altogether vncomforted and sorrowfull, by means of my vntimely and not prosperous loue, weeping, I recounted from point to point, what a thing vnequall loue is: and how fitly one may loue that dooth not loue: and what defence there may bee made against the vnaccustomed, yet dayly assaults of loue: for a naked soule altogether vnarmed, the seditious strife, especially being intestine: a fresh still setting vpon with vnstable and new thoughts.

In this sort brought to so miserable an estate, and for a long while plunged in a deepe poole of bitter sorrowes, at length my wandring sences being wearie to feede still vpon vnsauorie and fayned pleasure, but directly and without deceit, vppon the rare diuine obiect: whose reuerende Idea is deeply imprinted within me, and liueth ingrauen in the secret of my heart, from which proceedeth this so great and vncessant a strife, continually renuing my cruell torments without intermission. I began the conditions of those miserable louers, who for their mistresses pleasures 
  desire their owne deaths, and in their best delights do think themselues most vnhappie, feeding their framed passions not otherwise then with fithfull imaginations. And then as a weary bodye after a sore labour, so I, somewhat in outward shew qualified, in the payne of my sorrowfull thoughts, and hauing incloystered and shut vp the course of my distilling teares: whose drops had watered my pale cheekes, thorow amorous griefe, desired some needfull rest.

At length my moyst eyes being closed within their bloudshotten and reddish liddes, presently betwixt a bitter life and a sweet death, I was in them inuaded and ouercome, with a heauie sleepe, who with my minde and watchfull spirits, were no pertakers of so high an operation.

Me thought that I was in a large, plaine, and champion place, all greene and diuersly spotted with many sorted flowerrs, wherby it seemed passingly adorned. In which by reason of the milde and gentle ayre, there was a still quyet whisht: Inso much that my attentiue eares did heare no noyse, neither did any framed speech peirce into them, but with the gratious beames of the sunne, the sliding time passed.

In which place with a fearefull admiration, looking about me, I sayd thus to my selfe. Heere appeareth no humaine creature to my sight, nor syluã beast, flying bird, coũtrey house, field tent, or shepheards cote: neyther vpon the gras could I perceiue feeding eyther flock of sheep, or heard of cattell, or rustike herdman with Oten pipe making pastorall melodie, but onely taking the benefit of the place, and quietnesse of the plaine, which assured mee to be without feare, I directed my course still forward, regarding on eyther side the tender leaues and thick grasse, which rested vnstirred, without the beholding of any motion.

At length my ignorant sleepes, brought me into a thick wood, whereinto being a pritty way entred, I could not tell how to get out of it. Wherevpon, a soddaine feare inuaded my hart, and diffused it selfe into euery ioynt, so that my couler began to waxe pale, and the rather by reason that I was alone, and vnarmed, and could not finde any track or path, eyther to direct me forward, or lead me back againe. But a darke wood of thicke bushes, sharpe thornes, tall ashes haled of the Viper, towgh Elmes beloued of the fruitfull vines, harde Ebony, strong Okes, soft Beeche, and 
[v] browne Hasils, who intertaining one anothers branches, with a naturall goodwill opposed themselues, to resist the entrance of the gratious sunne shine, with the greene couerture of their innumerable leaues. And in this sort I found my selfe in a fresh shadowe, a coole ayre, and a solytarie thicket.

VVherevpon my reason perswaded me to beleeue, that this vast wood, was onely a receptacle for sauage and hurtfull beasts, as the tusked Bore,the furious and bloudthirstie Beare, the hissing serpent, and inuading VVoolfe, against which I was vnprouided to make resistance, but rayther as a praye sent amongst them, miserablie to haue my flesh and bones rent and gnawne in peeces.

Minotaurus a monster in Creete, born of Pasiphae which being inclosed in the laborinth fed on mans flesh, whome Theseus slew and got out of the laborinth by a clew of thred giuen by Ariadne king Minoes daughter, after wife to Theseus, who did forsake hir, and left hir in a disinhabited Ile, notwithstanding that she had saued his life. 
And thus forecasting the woorst that might follow, I was resolued not to abide there, but to seeke to get out, that I might the better eschew such suspected occurrents, and taking my selfe to my feete, I wandred now this way, now that way, sometime to the right hand, sometime to the left: nowe forwarde, then backe againe, not knowing how to goe among the thicke bowghes and tearing thornes, bearing vpon my face: rending my clothes, and houlding me sometimes hanging in them, whereby my hast in getting foorth was much hyndered. In this vnaccustomed labour: and without any helpe but onely the keeping of the sunne still vpon one side, to direct mee streight forwarde: I grewe extreamely hoate and faynte, not knowing what to doe, but onely in a wearye body, to conteine a minde distraught through troublesome thoughts, breathing out hollow and deepe sighes, desiring helpe of the pittifull Cretensian Ariadne, who for the destroying of hir monstrous brother the Mynotaur(A) gaue vnto the deceitfull Theseus a clew of thred, to conduct him foorth of the intricate laborinth, that I also by some such meanes might be deliuered out of this obscure wood.


[image: Poliphilus asleep]

Poliphilus being thus distempered in this daungerous and obscure wood, at length getteth foorth, and being come to a faire Riuer, indeuoring to rest himselfe and coole his heate, he heard a most delightful harmonie, which made him forget to drinke, and followe after the voice, which brought him to a woorse perplexitie.

[image: F] Feare and desire of freedome thus occupying my sences, my vnderstanding was blinded, neyther did I knowe whether it were better for mee eyther to wishe for hated death, or in so dreadfull a place to hope for desired life. Thus euery way discontent, I did indeuour, with all force and diligence to get foorth, wherin the more I did striue the more I found my selfe intangled, and 
[v] so infeebled with wearinesse, that on euery side I feared, when some cruell beast should come and deuoure me, or els vnawares to tumble downe into some deepe pit or hollow place.

Wherefore more trembling then in mustulent Autume be the yealow coulored leaue, hauing left their moisture, being thorowlye searched with the furious north winde, I lifted vp my hart to God, desiring as Achemenides being afraide of the horrible Cyclops rather to be slaine by the hands of Aeneas his enemie, rather then to suffer so odious a death.

And my deuoute prayer, sincerely vnited to a contrite heart, powring out a fountaine of teares with a stedfast beliefe to be deliuered. I found my selfe in a short space gotten at libertie, like a new day crept out of a darke and tempestuous night. My eyes before vsed to such obumbrated darkenes, could scarse abide to behould the light, thorow watery sadnes. Neuerthelesse glad I was to see the light: as one set at libertie, that had beene chayned vp in a deepe dungeon and obscure darkenesse. Verye thirstie I was, my clothes torne, my face and hands scratched and netteled, and withall so extreamely set on heate, as the fresh ayre seemed to doe me more hurt then good, neither did it any waye ease my body, desirous to keepe his new recouered scope and libertie.

And after that I had a little rowsed vp my mynde, and sommoned together my sences in some better sort: I sought a meanes to quench my inordinate thyrst, procured and increased through innumerable sighes, and extreame labour of body. Thus casting my eyes with a diligent regarde about the plaine, to finde some Fountaine whereat I might refresh my selfe: a pleasant spring or head of water, did offer it selfe vnto me, with a great vayne boyling vp, about the which did growe diuers sweet hearbes and water flowers, and from the same did flowe a cleare and chrystalline current streame, which deuided into diuers branches, ran thorow the desart wood, with a turning and winding body, receyuing into it other little channels, vnlading themselues.

In whose courses the stones lift vp by nature, and trunkes of trees denyed any longer by their roots to be vpholden, did cause a stopping hinderance to their current and whuzing fall, which still augmented by other vndissonant torrents, from high and fertlesse mountaines in the plaine, shewed a beautifull brightnes and soft passing course, to the which short windedly comming, by 
 meanes of my fearefull flight. I did see a little obscure light, thorow the tops of the high trees, somewhat deuiding themselues ouer the water, and with the rest of their bodyes and branches, as it were seperating the heauens from my lifted vp eyes. A horrible place to be in, vnaccompanyed of any creature.

And suddainly hearing the fall of trees, through the force of a whyrlewinde, & noise of the broken bowghes, with a redoubled and hoarse sound a farre of, and yet brought to the eccho of the water thorow the thick wood, I grew into a new astonishment.

And at this instant thus terrified and afflycted, and yet without any receiued hurt, being vpon my knees bowed downe, and inclosing the hollownesse of my hand, therewith determined to make me a necessary drinking vessel: I had no sooner put the same into the water, offring to my mouth the long desired moysture, thereby to refrygerate and coole the extreame heate of my burning heart, which at that time would haue beene more acceptable vnto me, then eyther Hypanis and Ganges be to the Indians, Tigris or Euphrates to the Armenians, or Xeylus to the Aethiopian nation, or to the Egyptians his innundation, inbybing theyr burnt and rosted mould, or yet the riuer Po to the Ligurians.

Euen then also it fell so out, that I had no sooner taken water into the palme of my hand, offering the same to my open mouth, ready to receiue it: I heard a doricall songe, wherewith I was as greatly delighted, as if I had heard the Thracian Thamiras, which thorough my eares presented it selfe to my vnquiet heart, with so sweete and delectable a deliuerie, with a voyce not terrestriall, with so great a harmonie and incredible a fayning shrilnesse, and vnusuall proportion, as is possible to bee imagined by no tounge sufficiently to be commended. The sweetnes whereof so greatly delighted me, as thereby I was rauished of my remembrance, and my vnderstanding so taken from me, as I let fall my desired water thorough the loosned ioynts of my feeble hands.

And then euen as a birde, which through the sweetnes of the call forgetteth to remember the Fowlers deceit, so I letting slip that which nature stood in need of, hastened my selfe back with all speed, towarde that attractiue melodie, which the more I coasted, the further it seemed still from me, sometime heere, sometimes there, and still as I shifted places, so the same also chaunged with a delectable voyce and heauenly consent. Thus vainly running 
[v] vp and downe, I knew not after what, I grew more wearie, faint, and drye, and so feeble, that my legges could but with great paine, vphould my distempered body. And my grieued spirits vnabled long to support the same, what with the feare that I had bin in, what with extreame thirst, what with long and wilesome trauell, and what with doubting the worst that might insue. Thus hote, faint, and drye: I knew not what to do but euen to procure rest for my weary members. I marueled first at this straunge accedent, and was amazed at this inhumane harmonye, but most of all in that I was in a straunge contry, and vninhabited, being onelye fertill and beawtyfull to behould, besydes that I greatly sorrowed for the losse of the fayer ryuer which I had so greatly labored to finde out, and now so lightly and carelesly to haue lost the benefit thereof. In this sort I was houlden in an intrycate minde of doubts, at length ouercome withall kinde of greefes, my whole bodye trembling and languishinge vnder a broade and mightye Oke full of Acornes, standing in the middest of a spatious and large green meade, extending forth his thicke and leauie armes to make a coole shadowe, vnder whose bodye breathing I rested my selfe vppon the deawye hearbes, and lying vppon my left syde I drewe my breath in the freshe ayre more shortly betwixt my drye and wrinckled lips, then the weary running heart, pinched in the haunche and struck in the brest, not able any longer to beare vp his weighty head, or sustaine his body vpon his bowing knees, but dying prostrates himselfe. And lying thus in such an agonie, I thought vpon the strifes of weake fortune, and the inchauntments of the malicious Cyrces, as if I had by hir charmes and quadranguled plaints, been bereaued of my sences. In these such so great & exceeding doubts: O hi me where might I there among so many dyuerse and sundry sorts of hearbes, finde the Mercurial Moli Moly an herb greatly commended of Homer, and thought to be souereigne against inchauntments of moderne authors altogether vnknowne.


(a) Hypsipile was daughter to Thaos king of Lemnos, who alone when all women of that Iland had slaine their husbands & kinsmen, saued hir father: she also shewed the Grecians the fountaine Langia in the wood of Nemea in Achaia where Hercules slue a lion.


(b) Dipsa a kind of snakes that Lucan mentioneth, whose byting procureth extreame drynes or thirste. 
with his blacke roote, for my helpe and remedie. Againe me thought that it was not so with me. What then? euen a hard appoyntment to delay my desired death. And thus remayning in these pernitious thoughts, my strength debylitated: I looked for no other helpe, but to drawe and receiue fresh ayre into that brest, which panted with a small remainder of vytall warmnesse, taking into my hands halfe aliue, as my last refuge, the moyst and bedewed leaues, preserued in the coole shadow of the greene Oke: putting the same to my pale and drye lippes, with a 
  greedy desire in licking of them to satisfie my distempred mouth with theyr moisture, wishing for such a wel as Hypsipyle(a) shewed the Grecians: Fearing least that vnawares as I had russled in the wood I were bitten with the serpent Dipsa(b) my thirst was so vnsupportable. Then renuing my oulde cogitations: as I lay vnder this mightie Oke: I was oppressed with emynent sleepe ouer all my members: where againe I dreamed in this sorte.

Poliphilus sheweth, that he thought he did sleep againe, and in his dreame thas he was in a Vallie, inuironed with mountaines and hilles, the end whereof was shut vp in a maruellous sort, with a mightie pyramides worthie of admiration: vpon the top whereof was a high obeliske, which with great pleasure hee beheld, and diligently discribeth.

[image: G] Gotten foorth of this fearefull and thick wood, and forgetting the forementioned places by this sweete sleepe, occasioned by my wearie members nowe layde along: mee thought that I was in a new more delectable place, far excelling the former, which consisted not of fertles mountaines and craggie winding rockes, contayning wide caues, but being a delicate valley, in the which did rise a small mounting of no great height, sprinkled heare and there with young Okes, Ashes, Palme trees broadleaued, Aesculies,(a) 
(a) Aesculus is a tree bearing both greater fruite and broder leaues then the Oke.


(b) Gemista beareth a cod and yellowe flower, vines are bound therewith. Elaphium is like to Angelica, but not in smell, the hart thereon rubbeth his head when it is veluet. 
Holme, Chestnut, Sugerchist, Poplars, wilde Oliue, and Oppies disposed some hyer then other, according to the mounting or fall of the place, in the plaine whereof was an other kinde of thicket of medicinable simples like little young trees, as the flowering Genista(b) enuironed with diuers green hearbs, Tetrifolie, Sheere grasse, hunnisuckle, the musked Angelica, Crowfoot Elapium and Rugwoort, with other profitable and vnknowne hearbes and flowers heare and there diuerslie disposed. A little beyond in the same valley, I founde a sandie or grauelly plaine, yet bespotted with greene tuffes, in which place grew a faire Palme tree with his leaues like the Culter of a plowe, and abounding with sweet and pleasant fruite, some set high, some lowe, some in a meane, some 
[v] in the very top, an elect and chosen signe of victorie. Neither in this place was there any habitation or creature whatsoeuer. Thus walking solitarily betwixt the trees, growing distantly one from another, I perswaded my selfe, that to this no earthly situation was comparable: in which thought I soddainely espied vpon my left hand, an hungrie and carniuorous Woolfe, gaping vpon me with open mouthe.

OEBPS/text/00004.png





OEBPS/text/00001.jpg
FRANCESCO
COLONNA

- i -
. HYPNEROTOMACHIA:
THE STRIFE OF LOUE

IN A DREAME






OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/8596547363125.jpg
! CORLEONE:
‘  ATALE
OF SICILY






OEBPS/text/00012.jpg





OEBPS/Images/DigiCat-logo.png





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/8596547235514.jpg
STANLEY JOHN

{ THE ABBESS
OF VLAYE






OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/8596547386230.jpg
JUAN
VALERA






OEBPS/text/00010.jpg





OEBPS/text/00009.jpg





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/8596547023036.jpg
MATTEO MARIA B
BOIARDO -\

THE ORLANDO
INNAMORATO






OEBPS/text/00011.jpg





OEBPS/text/00006.png





OEBPS/text/00005.jpg





OEBPS/text/00008.png





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/8596547002031.jpg
CHARLOTTE BRONTE

9

TALES OF ANGRIA
& ANGRIA AND
THE ANGRIANS






OEBPS/text/00007.png





