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Foreword


A freelance lecturer, assessor and consultant, Sue Gould is also director of a busy dog grooming salon and groomers’ training school in West Dorset. A qualified teacher and City and Guilds Assessor with over thirty-seven years’ combined experience of the grooming industry and related fields, she also holds the Higher Diploma from the British Dog Groomers’ Association and is a member of the Guild of Master Groomers. She has worked in grooming salons internationally and ran her own commercial salon for fifteen years before turning towards more academic areas. Her ability has been recognized by the award of a Licentiate of the City and Guilds Institute and the only City and Guilds Medal for Excellence awarded for outstanding performance to a grooming tutor and lecturer in the 200-year history of the Institute. She is passionate about passing on her knowledge and the award of the only City and Guilds Student Medal for Excellence for grooming to one of her students not only bears testimony to her qualities as a teacher but provides a satisfying symmetry to her own achievements. Together, her experience, ability and interest in teaching the science behind what most pet groomers still regard as more of an art, make her uniquely qualified to write what may well prove to be a new benchmark text for her profession.


As a veterinary dermatologist with over twenty years of specialist clinical experience, our respective areas of interest overlap considerably. Although I might just lay claim to having seen more poor-quality coats than Sue, the breadth of her experience of breeds and coat types is unlikely to be matched by many veterinary surgeons. Invaluable emphasis has been placed on the recognition and understanding of what constitutes ‘normal’. Oddly enough, more time is devoted in medical and veterinary schools to teaching this than is devoted to teaching disease as it is only through instilling the knowledge of what is normal that the abnormal can be recognized. Normal can also be a lot more complicated than is usually recognized, for most owners are only truly familiar with their own pets. A professional groomer would have to consider the differences between not only individual animals, but also different areas of the body, grooming and shampooing practices, sexual status, breed, species and even time of year before even considering the impact of health on the coat.


As with any subject that engages people on both an intellectual and emotional level, a wide variety of opinions exist on almost every grooming topic. Unanimity of opinion is rare and this is further complicated by our rapidly advancing understanding of the genetics and mechanisms behind many dermatological disorders, and the appearance of new problems in our pets, such as polyresistant bacterial infections. It’s hard to keep up.


The first task, therefore, facing the author has been to separate the evidence from the anecdotes, the science from the dogma, the innovative from the over-optimistic, and then to leaven the mixture with her practical and academic experience. To this end, she has adopted a strongly structured approach which starts by leading the reader through the history of our association with and impact on the development of this popular companion animal. The inclusion of an introduction to the anatomy and physiology of the dog, as well as a guide to undertaking a thorough physical examination before grooming commences, reflects Sue’s interest in promoting the science behind the assumptions we tend to make all too easily.


Drawing on her experience of working in the industry, comprehensive advice is provided regarding setting up and running a grooming practice. This acts as a useful check-list for anyone contemplating starting out, as attention is drawn to considerations such as liability insurance and relevant legislation. It is only in the third section of the book that grooming techniques are specifically addressed, by which point the reader should ideally be working from a sound knowledge base in a safe, hygienic and appropriately equipped practice and able to acquire the practical skills described.


This book should provide a valuable reference for anyone interested in or undertaking pet grooming at any level. What is particularly welcome is the emphasis placed on understanding the complexities of the body systems that the groomer will interact with, for along with the ability of a competent and confident groomer to greatly improve the quality of life for an animal, comes the power also to inflict significant harm. Sue does her profession a considerable service by drawing attention to this and sets out a framework for safe, effective practice in a profession that, as yet, remains unregulated.


Ewan Ferguson BVMS DVD MRCVS


RCVS Recognized Specialist in


Veterinary Dermatology




Introduction


This book has been conceived and written to support you faithfully at every stage of your development as a dog groomer, whether you simply aspire to care for your own dogs at home or aim to carve out a career as a professional groomer. Whatever the extent of your ambitions (and they may change with time), this book will provide you with all the information you need to help you become the best groomer that you can be.


It is not a book about traditional styling of dogs; there are other books available to serve that purpose. It is, instead, a book that reaches deep into the field of a speciality subject to give you a comprehensive understanding of everything that the professional groomer and those caring for the grooming requirements of dogs should know in order to do their job well.


There are no hard and fast rules as to how a dog should be styled, any more than there is a specific hairstyle that we are all expected to wear – the choice of style is merely down to the preferences and the requirements of the owner.


It is for you to find meaning in your grooming and this book will help you to work together with your canine subjects and their owners to create an end product that meets the expectations of the owner and the needs of the dog; perhaps most importantly, it will also teach you the safe way(s) to work so that you and the dogs you work with stay safe from injury and protected from illness and disease.


Dog grooming is immensely rewarding. It can prove to be an enormously satisfying experience for the dog-loving home groomer, encouraging the development of strong bonds between owner and pet as they engage in a (usually mutually) pleasurable activity. Grooming can also provide the commercial groomer with a rewarding career and an excellent income. This line of work can be great fun, especially if you enjoy working with dogs.


Whether your intention is to groom your own pets or to develop a career in grooming, the knowledge and principles that inform this practice are the same for everyone; you simply apply and adapt them to your own situation. There are many competent home groomers who become very skilled and go on to work commercially as professional groomers. You may be the next person to decide to go down that route so from here on you are all ‘groomers’ and this book is for each and every one of you.


According to the Millennium Edition of the Collins English Dictionary, the word ‘groom’ is defined as ‘to rub down, clean and smarten (a horse, dog, etc.)’ or ‘to train or prepare for a particular task or occupation’. This book will help dog owners, dog grooming students, kennel staff, veterinary nurses and even professional groomers and trainers of dog groomers develop their skills, knowledge, understanding and proficiency in this field. As such, this book fulfils both definitions, for it seeks to groom groomers in the art of dog grooming.


It could be argued that, in the correct sense of the word, a ‘groomer’ is merely responsible for cleaning and brushing the coat, whereas it is perhaps the job of a stylist to fashion the coat. There is perhaps a certain merit in this argument but the counter-argument is that the role of both groomer and stylist is to care for the skin and the coat of, in this case, the dog. As this may include removing some of the coat in the interests of welfare or lifestyle, we can justifiably refer to everyone working within this field as ‘groomers’; after all, the foundations and principles of both roles are the same!


A competent groomer can be the creator of incredible living sculptures, as well as tidy, practical ones. The groomer’s raw materials are, of course, the dog and his hair coat. But how are these transformed and how does the groomer go about achieving the desired result? What else does the groomer need to know and what is required to set up and run a grooming salon? This book aims to answer these questions and will develop your potential and ability as a dog groomer, whether you are just starting out or have been trimming dogs for some time.


Grooming is not, however, something that can be learnt in a hurry, for we are not born with the expertise to be dog groomers. It requires many months of patience, practice and hard work to develop your skills and many hours of study to build up your knowledge and understanding of the subject. The time required depends on you as an individual and varies according to the hours and opportunities you are able to invest in your training and development. This should not put you off, however. Far from it, this simply means that you can look forward to learning and developing throughout your career.


A dog groomer is far more than a trimmer of dogs. Groomers are uniquely positioned to promote the welfare of dogs in their care and, whilst grooming and styling may be fun, the groomer should not overlook or underestimate their responsibility of care for the dog’s overall health and, most importantly, for the dog’s largest organ: the skin. The more you learn about dogs and their welfare, the more competent you will become in recognizing the signs of illness and disease. The development of this ability can benefit the dog as an individual, but may also contribute significantly to the improved welfare of the canine species.


A well-trained groomer needs a thorough understanding of the dog as a species, allied with a good working knowledge and understanding of canine anatomy, physiology, disease control, parasitology, behaviour, psychology and the many breed-specific problems. In addition to being an art, grooming is a science, based on a systematic approach to understanding and observing the physical appearance, the nature and the behaviour of the dog.


Professional practice is about so much more than the creation of a piece of art and requires the practitioner to have a greater understanding of their wider responsibilities. The lives of many dogs have been saved by a well-informed and attentive groomer who has remained vigilant when dealing with the animals in his or her care. By contrast, there have been many dogs’ lives put at risk, or even lost, by a groomer who has neglected or been unaware of their responsibilities.


The regular contact the groomer has with individual dogs (some being seen and worked with as often as every four to six weeks), coupled with the fact that these dogs are physically handled and thoroughly examined throughout each session, invariably means that the groomer will often be the first to notice when something is wrong. This book does not, therefore, shy away from developing the groomer’s ability to evaluate the health of the dog and identify problems that would render a dog unfit for grooming or justify seeking veterinary attention and advice.


This book contains photographs of some of the many ailments and diseases that you may encounter and I have no doubt that you will see many more that I have not included. The intention is to show you how to understand and recognize the healthy animal and how to recognize when the dog presented for grooming is unhealthy. Some of the many problems I have included are breed-specific problems that can be attributed to the genetic make-up of a particular dog. Others reflect the onset of age-related illness or disease, whilst there are those that arise from accidental injury. Familiarizing yourself with these examples will, it is hoped, encourage you to continue learning during your career so that you can be an effective link between the owner and the veterinarian.


The information in this book is not in any way a substitute for professional veterinary advice, diagnosis or treatment. Nor is it intended to undermine any veterinary advice or beliefs. Whilst the owner is the primary carer of the dog and is responsible for the dog’s day-to-day care, the veterinary surgeon will usually only perform a clinical examination of the dog once a year as part of a yearly health check and vaccination programme. By contrast, the regular physical examination undertaken by groomers provides a unique opportunity for the dog to receive a thorough ‘going over’. This can allow the early identification of health problems; these can then be brought to the attention of the owner and vet. It is therefore suggested that the groomer and the veterinary professional can and should develop a good working relationship that is very much in the dog’s best interests. To do this successfully, the groomer needs to be well informed and observant whilst never overestimating the extent of his or her responsibilities. Recognizing the signs of disease or a change in health status is the job of the groomer. Diagnosis is the responsibility of the veterinary surgeon.


WHY THIS MANUAL IS DIFFERENT


This manual is different in several ways and seeks to provide the learner and the teacher with a reliable and comprehensive reference source.


(i) Reliability


The dog grooming profession is unregulated and the information available in books, on the various internet websites and from training establishments is not standardized or referenced and is often contradictory. In most cases information and advice is based largely on the views, preferences and opinions of trainers or author(s) who are often self-taught. This is particularly evident within information and advice on styling and the use of tools and equipment; these are, very often, based on fashion or the personal preferences of the individual. The quality of training in any subject is determined by the experience, proficiency, knowledge base and commitment to lifelong learning (and continuing professional development) of the training provider, together with their willingness to subject their practice to critical review. Partiality and inconsistency in information can be very confusing and misleading to any student, but particularly to those who are trying to learn without the support and guidance of an experienced professional.


The biggest problem I have encountered during my very long career (first as an apprentice, then as a commercial groomer and now as a trainer and lecturer in City and Guild courses on dog grooming) is the content of the information available on the internet, circulating in chat forums and written in grooming manuals and articles. Whilst there are several good sources, there are multitudes of others that provide unreliable and inconsistent information that cannot be referenced to a dependable source and where the content is incorrect or misleading. In some cases the information and advice on offer can lead to disastrous results and expensive mistakes, and in a few instances it can even be dangerous or may result in animal neglect or cruelty.


Much of the content ‘out there’ is therefore unreliable and of poor quality. Sadly, the learner trying to progress without help and guidance will be unaware of this distinction and may struggle to distinguish between the good and the bad. Vacancies for apprenticeships in a professional grooming salon working with qualified supervisors are few and far between. Training providers have limited spaces and fees for complete courses are often out of reach for most. So, for many (perhaps even the majority) of learners, the only option available is to self-teach without help or guidance. Groomers who find themselves having to self-teach need to guard against this risk and actively seek out reliable sources of information and quality support and training.


This book is designed to address this very problem. It draws on my thirty-five years’ experience, both as a professional groomer and as a college lecturer. It is not, however, based on my personal opinion(s) and the material has been painstakingly researched and carefully written in collaboration with an experienced veterinary professional. Wherever possible, it has been referenced to sources of reliable information from research journals, papers and books, thus going some way towards standardizing the information required by groomers. Many of the sources of information are freely available to you all for further reading.


It is hoped that this work will also go some way towards promoting minimum standards within the grooming industry. Raising standards and the promotion of good practice can lead to the professionalization of this line of work. Indeed, if pursued, this could lead to dog groomers becoming increasingly respected for their professionalism.


(ii) Scope, breadth and depth


Another related problem is the lack of breadth and depth in the information provided.


There are many grooming books and websites available but they are limited in their introduction to the profession and the purpose of grooming; they are, instead, generally aimed at the end product – the traditional styling of the dog. The dogs shown are usually very different from the average pet dog. In the majority of cases, styling is often unrealistic for the average pet leading an average lifestyle and living in the average home.


Such books are of little help to the inexperienced groomer when faced with the practical, day-to-day reality of grooming the multitude of pet dogs (of all shapes, sizes, ages and condition) that are brought into salons every day. Each dog is an individual. There are over 400 million of them in the world and there are no two the same – even from the same litter! You cannot know which of these 400 million are going to come knocking at your salon door and, when they do, they won’t be anything like the dog in the book.


There are several reasons for this:
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the dog is unlikely to be a beautifully coated show dog like the one in the photograph (show dogs hardly ever find their way into a pet grooming salon because the dog and his coat are far too valuable);
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the dog will not always look like the breed he is supposed to represent (if you do not know your breeds, this will be even more confusing!);
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the dog may not even be the breed he is purported to be (accidents do happen!);
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the dog will rarely be in immaculate condition (which is why they are in your salon – the owner is unable or unwilling to groom the dog);
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the dog probably will not have a correct coat type (they may have a damaged or incorrect coat for showing, which is why they are lucky enough to be someone’s pet);
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very often the owner does not want the dog to be trimmed in the recognized breed haircut (it may be unsuitable for their lifestyle or they love the breed but do not like the hairstyle); and
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the dog on your grooming table is not a drawing or a model and … he probably will be unwilling to stand still for starters!










Until you know what you are doing and how to do it, it does not matter how hard you try – it is unlikely that you will be able to achieve the picture in the book. For many, this can make the process of learning to groom extremely difficult and very disheartening, particularly if you are trying to teach yourself. But do not lose heart!


As a learner, you do not need another book to show you what a particular breed of dog looks like when it is trimmed because there are plenty already available. What is far more useful to you is a book that advises you on how to develop your skills and use your tools to the point where you can create whatever coat style you, or the owner, desire.


This book will also help you to set up your working environment and to select those tools that best suit your individual requirements. It will then explain how to use them to style any dog into any shape you want, whether the dog is a Cocker Spaniel in elegant show trim or the same dog in a clipped down, pet trim.


A specific set of clippers or a particular comb may suit one person but not another. My observations, as a teacher, have taught me that a vast selection of equipment is needed to suit the needs, preferences and requirements of a group of students. Students are not all the same physically. They arrive at all ages, in all shapes and sizes, and possess different strengths and weaknesses. Some work with their left hand, some with their right; some have physical restrictions and some master the same skills as others but by using a different technique and, sometimes, by using different tools. Some will perfect their skills more quickly than others, some need to discover a learning environment or teaching style that meets and respects their personal learning needs and preferences; even gender can make a difference. My chosen tools are those I have found suit me best and the same will apply to you. The most expensive or the most popular do not always represent the best investment for you personally.


This book explains the differences and options available to you when buying your tools and equipment so that you can buy wisely and appropriately. Having carefully chosen your tools, we discuss and learn how to use them safely. The importance of this last point cannot be overstated as most accidents in the grooming room are caused by misuse of equipment and ignorance of the dangers involved.


WHO WILL BENEFIT FROM READING THIS BOOK?


Anyone and everyone with an interest in grooming their own pets or wanting to be a professional groomer!


The book is aimed at all levels and will appeal to:
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dog owners seeking to learn how to groom their own pets;
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trainee, student and apprentice groomers;
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grooming professionals undertaking further training/continuing professional development; and
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teachers and lecturers responsible for teaching animal care and dog grooming.










The reader, regardless of their ambitions, will be encouraged to think carefully and methodically about the requirements of grooming and why they are necessary. Comprehensive background information will be presented to explain why and how we do what we do. Fundamental principles and core skills can then be further developed according to the reader’s stage of learning.


Wherever possible, this book has been referenced to documented research and dependable sources of information to provide a responsible and reliable manual for students working towards City and Guilds Professional Groomer status and the British Dog Groomers (BDGA) Higher Diploma, and students aiming to achieve grooming units as part of National Diploma qualifications in Animal Management and other related subjects, together with other relevant National Vocational Qualifications (NVQs) and Scottish Vocational Qualifications (SVQs). It will be particularly useful for students who do not have access to training courses, part-time students on short courses or those who are unable to complete all of their training under supervision.


This guide could also be used in conjunction with a distance learning course in grooming. It is not, however, a substitute for practical training under qualified supervision. The author recommends that all such students start by attending a practical introductory course at the very least, or gain work experience in a good grooming salon.


HOW TO USE THIS BOOK


This book has been divided into three sections.


Part 1: The Science of Dog Grooming


The first part of this book covers the core scientific units that underpin the subject of dog grooming and provide a factual foundation to sound, well-reasoned practice. I would like to stress at this point that it is not possible to deal comprehensively with each of these subjects, for each has become a scientific discipline in its own right, extending far beyond the realms of this book. This text is, however, designed with the groomer and grooming practice very much in mind and should provide the reader with an appreciation and good working understanding of the dog. You are therefore encouraged to read this section and refer to the further reading list and other sources for more information.


The topics covered in Part 1 are all significant in their own way and will help to develop an awareness of their role in (and relevance to) the health and welfare of the dog. An understanding of the animal you are working with prepares you physically and mentally to handle the dog safely, competently and with confidence, throughout the grooming process. The anatomy of the dog, relevant canine health issues and a description of the pre-grooming assessment are all found in this section, providing essential, practical, useful information for groomers, tutors and dog owners alike.


Disease control and preventive health care is vital in the maintenance of the health and well-being of the dogs in your care and the wider dog population. Recognizing possible clinical signs and understanding the importance of vaccination and biosecurity help the groomer manage the risk posed by infectious as well as zoonotic diseases.


An awareness and understanding of the behaviour and psychology of the dog are also important, and these topics are covered in Chapter 9, Handling and Restraining the Dog, and will help you to read their body language and communicate with your canine subject and them with you, on a level that you both understand. This is essential if you are to develop a better idea of how to keep yourself and others safe and how to recognize signs of stress, anxiety and frustration.


Part 2: The Practice of Dog Grooming


The second part of the book looks in detail at the practice of dog grooming and the fundamentals of the grooming process. Starting with Health and Safety, it also covers legislation, the working environment, salon design and organization, grooming tools and equipment. This section can be read in its entirety or dipped into for specific information, using the contents or index.


The principles of First Aid must be understood. Wherever possible, regular training should be undertaken in order to refresh and further develop the skills necessary to allow the groomer to deal with all minor and, indeed, major injuries and thereby save and preserve life. This is an important and much overlooked subject for anyone working with, or owning, an animal. Accidents happen and they are, by their very nature, unplanned and unpredictable. Understanding the extent of your responsibilities and preparing yourself for such eventualities can save time and, occasionally, lives.


Finally, we review the options available when purchasing your equipment. Selecting the right tools and equipment to perform the task is often a difficult and daunting choice for the new groomer as there is such a wide range available. It is important that you understand the choices of equipment that are available to you so that you buy wisely. This section examines those choices and shows you how to use your tools so that you are prepared for the vast array of coat types, coat variations and coat conditions that make up the groomer’s work load.


Part 3: The Art of Dog Grooming


This is the fun section!


The art of grooming is about styling or artistry. An artist skilled in the techniques of an art or craft is often called a ‘craftsman’, and a craftsman who excels in his chosen craft can earn the accolade ‘master craftsman’. As you become more experienced and proficient in dog grooming, you learn how to blend science and artistry together. Your talent, hard work and effort may thus, in time, lead you to become a master groomer.


As with all art forms, the raw materials have to be correctly prepared. Your raw materials are the dog and his coat.


This section takes you through a step-by-step guide to help you to become the best that you can be, whatever your level of learning. Preparation, grooming out, bathing and drying procedures are covered in detail. This section also covers clipping, scissoring and styling skills and interpreting the dynamics of trimming styles.


As already stated, this is not a book on traditional grooming styles. It is not based on my views and it does not have a ‘this is how you must do it’ approach. The end product depends very much on the owner’s wishes, the age and condition of the dog and the dog’s lifestyle. There is not therefore a ‘correct style’ for any one dog; departures are possible from traditional pedigree breed styling. What I aim to show you is how to use your tools so you can create your own images or generate a style that meets the requirements of the owner and the dog. Traditional styling as required for City and Guilds exams will, however, be covered.


It is my intention to make good use of my experience as an instructor to help you to recognize what you personally need to do to develop your skills, knowledge and understanding. I aim to help you to learn and to encourage you to continue learning and investing in yourself, to help you make educated decisions, and to become confident in the knowledge that you have done your best to learn your trade well. Above all, I hope you enjoy the learning experience and find the career that you are embarking upon as rewarding as I have.


And never forget that grooming should be a pleasurable experience for both the dog and the groomer. It is a time when bonding and communication takes place through touch, by feel, through the establishment of mutual trust and respect and by learning to work together. We are privileged that the dog participates and shares in this pleasure.


Other learning aids and features


Photographs are used extensively to provide additional visual information in order to illustrate key learning points. Each image has been carefully chosen to complement the text and carries a caption that provides any necessary or additional explanations. In addition to photographs, you will find the following learning aids and features:


(i) Alert boxes and Note boxes


Alert boxes are highlighted in pink and are used to emphasize key health and safety issues. In some cases they are used to draw attention to a recognized hazard and the need for a risk assessment.


Example:




ALERT


Dogs are not ornaments. They are intelligent animals, who in many cases have not received correct training or adequate handling by their owners.


Every dog being groomed will have a first visit to a groomer or be groomed for the first time by their owner. This can be a daunting or even traumatic experience for the animal, particularly if the dog is several years old when first introduced to the brush and comb. Any traumatic experience can cause a dog to become defensive.


Dogs are rarely – if ever – sedated for grooming. Grooming any dog is therefore a risky business and throughout this book there is a strong emphasis on Health and Safety. Learning to respect the dog, your tools and the Health and Safety warnings from this page onward will help you to remain vigilant and to keep you and the dog safe.





Note boxes are highlighted in blue and are used to extract from the main text useful information and points that may need special consideration. They are also used as reminders and for checklists.


Example:




NOTE


To groom your pet at home you need:






	

[image: image]




	

plenty of natural light;
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somewhere safe and suitable to groom your pet;
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a table or workbench to stand him on with access to an electric power supply;
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something to bath him in with access to a water supply and drainage;
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dog shampoo and possibly a conditioner;
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towels;
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a hair-dryer;









	

[image: image]




	

grooming equipment for your particular dog;
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either a grooming tunic or old clothing to protect you; and
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a plastic bag or dustbin for the hair.













(ii) References and further reading


To help you expand your knowledge, references and suggestions for further reading are included at the end of each chapter.


(iii) Breed profiling


Breed profiling is covered in the first part of the book and will be of enormous benefit to you. Not only will profiling give you an in-depth knowledge of the breeds of dog you need to familiarize yourself with, it will also alert you to health issues and problems, temperament issues and anomalies specific to that breed. As a groomer these differences do have a bearing on your work and they also give you the knowledge to advise owners on a suitable breed for their lifestyle and their budget.


(iv) Glossaries


There are two glossaries in this book. The first is a glossary of breed-specific terminology, which is useful when you are learning about breed profiling. It can be found at the end of Chapter 1. The second is a short glossary on veterinary terminology to help you with the descriptive vocabulary used in anatomical and physiological science. It can be found at the end of Chapter 2.


Notes for students using this book for revision


As a student of dog grooming, it is possible that you may be largely self-taught and revising for exams without guidance. Many of you are adults who are possibly embarking on a career change and for some it may be part-time study, juggling around a busy family life. As your school days, with focused learning and few commitments, drift further into the distant past, examinations become more daunting and revision more difficult. This is quite often because, as you progress in years, your life becomes busier and you have more responsibilities. Consequently, your brain has more information to process every day and focusing on a new subject is often difficult.




[image: image]


Grooming books may help you to see a style, but you will need to vary your reading to improve your knowledge and understanding of the dog, its mentality and its needs.





Here are a few points to help you study:






	

1.




	

Start at the beginning and don’t skip backwards and forwards through the book. You may miss something and get yourself confused or scare yourself because you don’t understand something in its correct context.









	

2.




	

Do not overload yourself with facts. Pace yourself and read only a few pages at a time. You may need to read the same few pages a second time. Be comfortable with your understanding of the information in those pages before you proceed further. Reading too much will only confuse you and start you worrying.









	

3.




	

Use a pen or pencil to underline any important words in a sentence. This cuts down the amount of words you need to remember.


For example: the sentence ‘Cleaning is a key factor in ensuring the health and safety of the people and the animals in the grooming environment and promoting the business image to the customers’ contains twenty-nine words. Underlining the important words – ‘Cleaning is a key factor in ensuring the Health and Safety of the people and the animals in the grooming environment and promoting the business image to the customers’ reduces it to fourteen words.


You will remember this as: ‘cleaning ensures Health and Safety of people, animals, the environment and promotes business image’.


In a long chapter with a lot of facts or details, highlighting only the bits you need to remember will help you to focus on them.









	

4.




	

If the context of what you are reading contains lots of facts, rewrite them as bullet points so that you only have a short list to remember.


For example, under the heading ‘Cleaning’, the following bullet points could be listed:


[image: image] Health and Safety of people.


[image: image] Health and Safety of dogs.


[image: image] Promotes image.









	

5.




	

Familiarize yourself with the Glossary early on in your reading and consult it as a matter of habit when you are unclear about the meaning of certain terms. In this way the book will make more sense as you read through it and every time you return to it.


The ‘Glossary of Canine Terms’ has generously been made available by the Kennel Club of Great Britain. It is less important in your early stages of learning, but you will become more familiar with these terms as you study your breed profiles. When doing profiles, make sure you understand the terminology for each breed – particularly coat colouring and physical traits. You then drip feed yourself the information that you need to know and remember as you progress through the breeds.









	

6.




	

Stop calling it an exam and refer to it as a test! Every moment of your conscious life you are performing tests. If you are asked any question and have to give an answer, someone is testing your knowledge. If someone asks you to do something – no matter how trivial – they are testing your ability. You perform these tests all day, every day without a second thought. Exam is a scary word. Change the word and stop scaring yourself silly!









	

7.




	

When you start to revise, spend a few moments creating a mental image of your grooming area in your head. Prepare and organize your workspace, ensuring everything is in its place and ready for work. It can be very helpful to visualize the grooming process, picturing yourself working smoothly and confidently through the task.


When you sit your test paper, picture yourself in the same grooming area doing the tasks in the question. The question will be less daunting and your answer more thorough. Conjuring up such positive images is a valuable part of your preparation and helps you to stay focused and confident throughout your test.









	

8.




	

Remember that Health and Safety is of paramount importance in all situations. Health and Safety issues are assessed in your test(s) and, once you are qualified, continue to influence your practice in many ways. Extract the Health and Safety issues from the text in each chapter and make sure you understand their importance.









	

9.




	

By learning to profile a particular breed of dog and creating a mental picture of it in your head, you will not only be able to answer questions about the breed, you will also be able to answer questions about the grooming and trimming requirements of that breed. It will help you to identify breed traits in cross-bred dogs and, even without seeing the dog, it will provide you with a clearer picture of what size the dog will be, the type of coat you can expect to be working with and what trimming style will suit the dog. You will also be more aware of any heritable factors that require consideration, including temperament and behavioural issues.










I sincerely hope this book meets and surpasses all your expectations and makes a significant and lasting contribution to canine welfare, the advancement of good grooming practice and the development of the grooming profession.
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The practice of grooming is informed by a sound and rigorous body of knowledge; this scientific body of knowledge is constantly evolving but can, broadly speaking, be considered reliable. The competent and conscientious groomer needs to be conversant with this body of knowledge in order to play what can be a large and very important role, both in maintaining the health and welfare of the dog, and in educating the owner. It is this knowledge, the so-called science of dog grooming, that is presented over the next five chapters.


During the grooming process, the groomer is able to make a thorough assessment of the dog.This assessment can be particularly and surprisingly thorough, for the grooming process often takes several hours. Furthermore, the groomer can expect to see each dog on a regular basis throughout the dog’s life, and he or she will see many transformations as the dog develops from puppyhood to adulthood and through into old age. The structure and physical appearance of the coat will change as the dog ages and the groomer will witness these changes. The groomer may also see other changes, however, and will need to remain attentive, for these could signify the early stages of illness or disease.


Most coat changes are to be expected and are quite normal; others are less obvious and may be abnormal. Some are associated with breed-specific problems that may be present from birth or develop over time, and the groomer needs to be aware of the breeds in which this is likely to occur. The signs of illness and diseases are often very subtle in the early stages of development and, depending on the age and health status of the dog, early effects can be more or less problematic. Disease is mentioned here because the groomer can be expected to encounter signs of disease and therefore can alert the owner and the vet to any such changes early, and also because the groomer has a role to play in the prevention of disease. Bio-security, and protecting others from the spread of illness and disease, is very much a responsibility of the grooming professional.


In many cases the groomer is totally responsible for all of the dog’s grooming needs and the dog is therefore dependent on the knowledge of the groomer to identify not only when their health and welfare are being compromised but when medical help is required. Knowing when to refer the dog to a vet for assessment (and knowing when to refuse a dog for grooming) is a responsibility that should not be taken lightly. The groomer must always remain aware of the significance, extent and limitations of their responsibilities and, whilst they are in a position to recognize that things are not ‘right’, they cannot be expected to be familiar with the wide range of clinical signs of disease. They should, however, feel able to advise that an owner seek veterinary advice where something appears abnormal. Early recognition will assist the veterinary professional to make an early diagnosis and can improve the dog’s chances of recovery.


The welfare of the dog as an individual and the survival of the dog as a species depend to a large extent on how we, as their promoters and providers, manage them. The groomer will be responsible for the well-being of possibly thousands of dogs during their career and the expertise of the conscientious professional can have a significant impact, not only on the general health of the dog, but also on disease and parasite control and on breed development. The significance of the groomer’s practical experience working with and handling each dog, together with their knowledge of behaviour, physiology (how the body functions) and nutritional needs, can be a real asset to the future of the domestic dog, the owner and the veterinary professional. This experience is not acquired easily and, if you are new to the subject of canine care, it may take several years for you to develop your knowledge base.


Part 1 contains the latest scientific knowledge about the dog, and will help you to acquire a good working understanding of this creature. We need to understand the dog’s history and make-up. The following chapters will therefore introduce you to the dog’s evolutionary history, anatomy and physiology, and some of the more common diseases and ailments to which dogs can fall victim.


Each of the chapters in Part 1 has a bearing on the work of the groomer. So let’s begin by taking a brief look at where dogs came from, how they developed and how they have found their place in modern society.




1 The History of the Dog




A general knowledge of the ancestry of the dog and how he has evolved will help you to keep yourself safe and to work within your limitations. Grooming requires a compromise between dog and groomer. To make that compromise you need to have an understanding of the mentality of the dog, a respect for the work that the dog was bred to perform and an appreciation of how long the breed has been a domestic pet rather than a working companion.





So, why do we need to groom dogs anyway? The short answer is because they can no longer do it for themselves. The long answer is that we, as their custodians and guardians, have over the last few hundred years developed our canine friends to suit our lifestyle(s), tastes, expectations and requirements. Consequently, their current existence and physical appearance means that, in many cases, we have taken away their ability to attend to their own grooming needs. The following chapter explains how this has happened.


1.1 EVOLUTION


The evolution of the dog from his prehistoric ancestors to the domesticated pet that shares our lives and our homes, and now sits curled up on the chair beside you, has taken the dog on a very long journey. Along the way, his appearance has evolved according to the environment, the ecological niche that he has occupied and the selective pressures placed upon dogs at any given point in history.


There are several ways in which the evolution of a species can be traced and mapped out. The existing records for many species, including the dog, are incomplete and we can only speculate about the missing links. There appear to be two problematic questions; the first centres around the identity of the dog’s ancestors, the second around how and when the dog came to be domesticated.


The dog’s ancestors


It remains unclear whether the dog as we know it today is descended from the wolf or whether it is descended from a very close relative of the wolf. We do know, however, that they both share the same ancestry and that they, along with coyotes, jackals, raccoons and foxes, all evolved over the same period of time.


We also know that, genetically speaking, all dogs, despite their different appearances, are very similar. Up until very recently, if a canine DNA sample was taken for analysis, without prior knowledge of who the donor was, the analyst could have identified the animal as a dog but would have been unable to determine the dog’s breed. Recent advances in canine genomic research, however, have established that the range of shape and form seen in the modern domestic dog is due to man’s selection of a small number of specific mutant genes (Ratliff, 2012). These genes can now be recognized, opening up the way to precise DNA fingerprinting for dogs.


The dog’s family tree stretches back some 30,000 years. The following account highlights some of the key points and findings that have emerged in science’s attempt to unravel the origins of the domestic dog. These findings have come to us through studies in a wide range of fields, including palaeontology, archaeology and molecular biology. Whilst fossil remains of the ancestors of the dog are scarce, there have been a number of finds that have allowed palaeontologists to study and piece together the evolution of the dog’s prehistoric ancestors.


The first truly terrestrial vertebrates were amniotes and evolved in the late Carboniferous period (approximately 360 million years ago). These animals had developed internal membranes within their eggs; this allowed eggs to be laid on land, rather than in water, as was the case for amphibians. The mammalian lineage became distinct from the reptilian lineage about 320 million years ago. The first true mammals appeared during the early Jurassic period (200 million years ago). There are many gaps in the fossil records of these fish-eating creatures but, around 62 to 50 million years ago (around the time of the dinosaurs), a group of primitive carnivorous mammals called the Miacidae was evolving.


The Miacoidea family consisted of a diverse group of mammals, many of whom were small and lived in trees. Fossilized remains show that these mammals had dog-like cutting teeth and were plantigrade, meaning that they walked on the palms or soles of their feet. They were long, slim-bodied creatures and their carnassial teeth indicate that they were predatory animals, who probably looked a little bit like a polecat. It was these creatures that evolved into the carnivores of today.


Miacoidea existed for approximately 32 million years, and over a period of time divided into two families of carnivores: Viverravidae and Miacidae. This evolutionary process took place gradually during the Palaeocene and late Eocene periods (40 to 60 million years ago). One break-away branch, called Viveravines, is known to be the oldest ancestor of the cat. The other group, Miacidae, evolved to become the ancestors of all the existing Canid species, such as the wolf, bear, coyote, weasel and raccoon.


Following the Feliform–Caniform split some 42 million years ago, the Miacidae gave rise to Hesperocyon (meaning ‘Western Dog’), the oldest member of the Canidae family, dated at approximately 37 million years ago. The remains of this early canine ancestor were discovered in the American states of Wyoming, Nebraska, South Dakota and Colorado, as well as in Western Canada. Interestingly, evidence demonstrates that Canidae developed entirely in North America and did not migrate to Europe until much later in their development.


Hesperocyon were digitigrade, which means they walked on their digits (toes), with the long legs and body of a creature built for speed. This indicates that they had moved from their treetop lodgings and become land animals. Remarkably, the Lundehund, a native breed of dog from Norway, is still able to climb trees and rock faces with the aid of several additional toes on each foot.


In due course – about 23 million years ago – Hesperocyon developed into Leptocyon, thought to be the most recent ancestor of Canidae, although there is some controversy over the eventual fate of this mammal. Some accounts say that Leptocyon evolved into Tomarctus, while others say that Leptocyon and Tomarctus were breakaway branches of Hesperocyon. Regardless, Tomarctus gave rise to the dominant group of Canids that developed in North America and were destined to be the primary ancestor of the wolf and the dog.


By the Pleistocene period (about a million to half a million years ago) a variety of larger animals were evolving and we know that they became the foundation stock of wolves, dogs, coyotes, jackals and foxes. It is estimated that the dog, as we know him, probably evolved somewhere around 10,000 years ago and it is generally accepted that the small wolf found on the plains of India is his closest living relative.


The domestication of the dog


Much speculation surrounds the timing, history and circumstances of the dog’s domestication.
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Fig. 1.1.1 Shepherd dogs herding and guarding goats as they drink from a mountain stream in the High Atlas of Morocco. In such areas local people still follow their animals nomadically in search of seasonal grazing, with shepherd and dog spending many months living and working together.





The oldest authenticated dog skull was found in Belgium and has been dated at almost 30,000BC (Germonpré et al, 2009), which is more than twice as old as the next oldest dog remains, found in Russia and Germany and dated at 14,000 years old. The skeleton of a medium sized Spitz-like dog with a tail that curled over its back was found in Denmark and is estimated to be from 8000BC. Skeletons have also been found in Iraq (6750BC), Jericho (6500BC) and India (3500BC), and historians have numerous accounts from China and India (4,000 years ago), whilst some 3,000 years ago Babylonian civilizations documented the value of their hunting dogs. Whilst Tomarctus may have evolved into the Canidae family in North America, the earliest dogs found there date from 1500BC, suggesting that, rather than develop there, the modern dog found his way back there from Europe.


So why and how did the dog become man’s best friend? Evidence for the domestication of the dog has become available through archaeological research but the reasons proposed for it happening are purely speculative. The earliest records point to domestication some 30,000 years ago. More extensive records are available showing that domestication was under way some 7,000 to 12,000 years ago, around the end of the last Ice Age. The first record of a dog buried together with a human dates from 12,000 years ago in Israel (Davis and Valla, 1978). Certainly by the time the Neolithic hunter reached Northern Europe, he had either domesticated the dog or, more probably, the dog had chosen to become domesticated! Excavations of Stone Age settlements have revealed evidence of humans and Spitz-type dogs, resembling the Husky, living in close proximity. The cat, by contrast, resisted domestication until many thousands of years later.


Dogs, like other canids, are opportunists by nature and some reports suggest that it was the dog’s visiting of human settlements to scavenge for food that eventually led to the building of mutual trust between man and dog. This is quite likely as the early dog would have benefited from not having to rely on hunting for his own food; humans, in turn, would have the advantage of an early warning system as the dogs would detect the arrival of unwanted visitors – animal or human. Other theories have been proposed to explain the dog’s domestication, including the hand-rearing of orphaned wolf cubs and the natural selection of wolves with a lower/ shorter flight distance. In the latter case, it is suggested that the least fearful animals developed a competitive advantage and were encouraged to stay around human living areas. Man’s original reasons for encouraging this behaviour are lost in time but may have included the recognition that the wolf could usefully render services such as guarding.


This mutual tolerance and acceptance of each other’s presence was probably the next step along the path towards domestication. Because of the wolf’s respect for hierarchical social structures and responsiveness to positive and negative stimuli (reward and punishment), it is easy to understand how the human easily came to dominate this sociable animal. Throughout history there have been countless recordings of working relationships where dogs have been trained to work alongside man (see Fig. 1.1.1). It is easy to understand how this happens, but the emotional bond between the dog and the human is far more complex to comprehend.


Dogs are surprisingly like us, which is probably why we get on so well. Dogs like to live in groups but retain their individual personalities, as do we. They work well together in teams and are good at learning their place within a social group, as are we, mostly. They nurture and expect respect from their young, as do we. They learn from each other, play together and seek approval from their peers, as do we. They appreciate close bodily contact, as do we. It is perhaps these attributes that explain why, of all the species that have evolved during man’s time on earth, it is the dog that has stayed by our side and moved with us from encampments to mud huts to high-rise buildings. Just like us, the dog is a highly adaptable opportunist and, when his work becomes unfashionable, he can change professions (see Fig. 1.1.2).


Over the course of history the dog has developed to suit the environment in which his ally, the human hunter-gatherer, lived and the demands placed upon him by his chosen master.


In the wild, left to his own devices, the early dog would reproduce naturally. The ability to attract a mate, reproduce and successfully raise young is a prerequisite for the survival of one’s genes. Competitive advantages can arise in many ways and reflect how well an individual is adapted to its environment. This selection process ensures that genetic variations that confer a disadvantage (or are no advantage) are not encouraged to survive, thereby ensuring that the wild type remains the same. Man, however, has introduced selection pressures that are not natural, as the following account explains.


The domesticated dog’s early environment was a cave, a prehistoric hut or village. In his early days (and even to the present day in some remote areas) the dog would have earned his living by scavenging around the village dumps, thus keeping the encampment clean of waste and vermin. Size mattered: if he was too small, he wouldn’t be able to defend himself and he would carry less fat reserves to help him survive leaner times. If he was too large, he would need too much food to sustain him.


The coat type and colour would probably have remained very similar to that of his wild relatives, the Wild Dog we know today. Coat length and density would have been determined by climatic conditions and the environment in which the dog lived, very much as it is in the wild dogs of the present. It would have been a waterproof double coat that would moult and thin out in the warmer weather and be removed by the dog rolling or dragging himself along thorn bushes. In winter it would thicken up again to provide him with protection from the cold. It is unlikely that it was long in length as it would catch and trap him in brambles or undergrowth and hinder him when he needed to fight or flee.


He would probably have had well developed digging skills and the sharpness that we recognize in terriers and vermin hunters. Dogs would hunt to feed themselves and their young, fight to defend themselves, but they were also playful and this may have been what most captured the interest of man.
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Fig. 1.1.2 No longer used extensively for herding sheep, the exceptional trainability of the Border Collie has given rise to new employment. In emergency situations Search and Rescue dogs (SARDA) and their handlers are delivered by helicopter, gaining valuable time in the search for casualties. This also demonstrates the immense trust between the dog and the human.





Whilst it was probably the playfulness of pups, family groups and indeed all ages that encouraged a friendship to develop between man and dog, it was the dog’s survival skills that encouraged man to exploit the dog as a companion. Early man recognized that the dog was an asset. Before the days of the shotgun, hunting would have been difficult and dangerous, and the willingness and ability of the dog to hunt down and kill prey was very useful to man. The attentiveness of the dog made him a good defender and the mutual liking for bodily contact provided both with warmth and comfort.


It wasn’t until about 8000BC, several thousand years after Neolithic man began the relationship, that selective breeding for a purpose got under way. This ultimately led to the development of the dog breeds that we see today. And so the skills, natural attributes and desired characteristics of the dog were thus developed. One of the oldest recognized types was the Greyhound, a dog of exceptional speed with very good eyesight. The speed and hunting ability of the Greyhound were widely known and the dog was traded worldwide and bred with many other types to produce other ‘sight hounds’, such as the Borzoi, Pharaoh Hound and Wolfhound. The Whippet is a recently developed breed but his roots were quite possibly with the Greyhound. The advent of the gun led to shooting becoming a sport, providing a job for slower hunting dogs such as Pointers and Retrievers (see Fig. 1.1.3).


The dog’s many and various attributes have been appreciated by human societies the world over. In several countries the dog has been given religious significance and it is believed that they accompany their masters into the afterlife. Some dogs were highly prized and presented as gifts, whilst others who showed special traits were traded as commodities.


The many attributes of the dog have ensured his consistent employment, an employment that has taken many forms (see Fig. 1.1.4). Throughout history he has served as a guard dog, defending flocks of sheep (see Fig. 1.1.5) against wolves or bears, and protecting his family from intruders. He has kept the home free of vermin, served as a hunting companion and has provided several sources of entertainment. He has often been the breadwinner, bringing home the supper – and in some cases he has been the supper.


He has worked hard but life is changing and, as life and society change, the dog, true to his nature, has adapted to these changes (see Fig. 1.1.6). During the last few hundred years selective breeding for fashion began in earnest and the dog evolved into the variety of breeds that we see today. Did we recognize that, if we no longer needed him to work for us, we would lose a very dear friend, a comrade and a companion? Perhaps we did. Did we subconsciously decide that the loss would be too great so it was up to us to create a new niche for him? Perhaps we did.


And did the dog mind? Apparently not. Shortened legs, long fluffy coats, pinched up faces and variations in size from miniature to giant haven’t deterred him. He has simply changed identity or profession. He learnt how to amuse us by performing tricks, dancing to music, jumping hurdles and running through tunnels, and he adapted to comfy laps, cosy chairs and nestling by the fireside as if he had never known any different. His new role is that of our muse and he’s enjoying every minute. That said, we should recognize that this has sometimes come at a cost, for the welfare of certain breeds has not been respected.
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Fig. 1.1.3 The invention of the gun meant employment for the slower hunting dogs, and Pointers and Retrievers (Labradors) came into their own.
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Fig. 1.1.4 Newfoundlands are large, powerfully built and excellent swimmers, and are still employed as Sea Rescue Dogs. This dog has literally just come from swimming in a lake and you can see how his coat has repelled all the water and the dog is already almost dry.
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Fig. 1.1.5 Spot the dogs! High in the French Alps and the Pyrenees, the Pyrenean Mountain Dog lives with his flock and protects them from predators. Even today he is widely used and is eminently suited to this role.
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Fig. 1.1.6 Search and Rescue Dogs (SARDA) are used by Mountain Rescue teams to help find casualties lost in the hills. In some cases, especially following avalanches, Border Collies can help locate casualties under the snow, demonstrating that herding abilities are just one of the breed’s assets.





So how did we manage to develop so many variations in the dog?


The development of the modern dog


The development of particular physical breed traits is down to growth patterns: at birth, all puppies look very similar and it is only as they grow that they actually develop structural differences. The timing of the growth patterns differs immensely and it is the body’s natural programming of this timing that gives each breed its characteristics. If, for example, the timing of the leg growth is slowed dramatically, the dog, at maturity, will have shorter legs than another dog of a different breed at the same age. Similarly, if the growth rate of the nasal bones is accelerated, the dog will mature with a longer foreface. Thus, when nasal bone growth is extended, the dog will have what we describe as a ‘good length of foreface’, as in the Afghan Hound. If, by contrast, the growth of the nasal bones is slowed dramatically, the dog will have a very much shorter foreface, as in the Pekingese, which, by the time maturity is reached, has not grown any length of nose at all. We selected our dogs and bred them to other dogs with similar traits (and similar growth patterns) and by keeping the puppies with the desired traits to breed on, we selectively bred dogs to suit our requirements and whims.


Where this subject gets really interesting is how this selective breeding – particularly concerning the foreface – changed the setting and the placement of the dog’s eyes. This of course affects the dog’s view of his environment (see Chapter 2.8) and determines whether he has peripheral vision (meaning his field of sight is more to the side of him) or central vision (meaning he can see straight ahead). The sight hounds actually earned their name through the shape of their noses. The elongation of the nasal bones on the Greyhound pulled the eyes to the front of the skull, helping him to see straight ahead and stare out into the distance as he focuses for movement. The position of his eyes determines what and where he can see, and this in turn determines the work he can excel at.


Although it is unlikely that early owners of dogs would have known much about the underlying biological mechanisms governing growth and development, they did recognize that some dogs were more useful for some occupations than others and, by continuing to breed the same types of dog with each other, they could produce animals with certain characteristics that met their requirements and suited their needs. Mankind has exploited the dog’s generous nature and has moulded and remoulded the dog in response to the expectations of man’s practices and desires; it is man therefore who is responsible for the diversity we see within the canine species today.


1.2 THE TAXONOMY AND PHYTOGENY OF THE DOG (SCIENTIFIC NAMING)


Taxonomy is the biological classification of organisms based on phenotype (the organism’s appearance and constitution based on both its genes and the environment). This allows organisms to be divided and classified into groups of similar structure and with similar characteristics.


The sequence of events giving rise to the life forms we see around us today is called evolution and can be mapped out to produce an ancestral, or phylogenetic, tree for each species. Phylogenetics is a field of biology that studies the evolutionary relationships between different groups of organisms. It classifies organisms according to their evolutionary relationships by analysing their genomes. This modern classification system has been made possible by advances in molecular biology (the study of live molecules) and has confirmed some of the relationships suggested by earlier taxonomic classification systems that relied on physical (phenotypic) characteristics, whilst casting doubt over others.


In essence, two individuals may look like they are related but it is only by analysing their DNA that their common parentage or ancestry can be proved or disproved. It is best to point out here that there is considerable argument and speculation against the recognized theory of the evolution of the dog.


In the absence of proven evidence, for the purpose of scientific identification the domestic dog is called Canis lupus familiaris and the official classification of the dog is as follows:


Kingdom: Animalia


The name given to a group of motile multicellular eukaryotic (cells with a nucleus) organisms, meaning that they are made up of collections of nucleated cells that are able to move around, if only at certain life stages. They are also characterized by heterotrophy that means they generally digest food in an internal chamber.


Phylum: Chordata


The name given to vertebrate animals and some invertebrate animals that all possess a notochord and a dorsal neural tube at some point in their lives. It is this dorsal neural tube in fish and other vertebrates that develops into the spinal cord.


Subphylum: Vertebrata


Vertebrata are chordates with backbones and spinal columns.


Class: Mammalia


Mammals are warm-blooded vertebrates that give birth to live young and feed them from mammary glands.


Humans and dogs are both mammals. The whale also comes under the category of mammal for it was once a land animal with legs. Like other mammals, the whale gives birth to live young and nourishes them with food from its milk glands.


Order: Carnivora


Carnivores hunt and kill their food. They possess large canine teeth and sharp molars for tearing and eating flesh. They are also characterized by the presence of strong sharp claws with never fewer than four toes on each foot. Dogs, cats, bears, badgers, weasels and seals are all members of this order.


Suborder: Caniformia


Caniformia are dog-like carnivores and include the canidae (dogs and foxes), mephitidae (skunks and badgers), mustelidae (weasels), procyonidae (raccoons), ursidae (bears) and pinnipedia (the superfamily of seals, walruses and sea lions). Most species are simply coloured, and characterized by nonchambered or partially chambered auditory bullae (middle ear) and nonretractable claws. The dog is therefore more closely related to the bear, badger and seal than to the cat!


Family: Canidae


Canidae are carnivorous (meat eating) and omnivorous (meat and vegetable eating) animals that include foxes, dingoes, wolves, jackals and coyotes. Canids are all fissipeds. This means that they possess separate toes and nonretractile claws. The canidae family is divided into tribes including the wolflike and dog-like members of the caninae tribe and the fox-like members of the vulpinae tribe.


Genus: Canis


The canis genus contains between seven and ten living species, including dogs, wolves, coyotes and jackals. It does not include foxes. True foxes, including the red fox (Vulpes vulpes), are grouped together in the genus Vulpes.


Species: Canis lupus


Wolves, dingoes and domestic dogs are classified as subspecies of the Eurasian grey wolf and can, in theory, interbreed.


Subspecies: Canis lupus familiaris


The canid that our ancestors knew and chose to call ‘wolf’ is, we believe, the Eurasian grey wolf. Its scientific name is Canis lupus lupus to distinguish it from other wolf subspecies, such as the Iranian wolf (Canis lupus pallipes), the Arabian wolf (Canis lupus arabs) or the Tibetan wolf (Canis lupus chanco), which are probably more similar to the variety of wolf that was ancestral to the modern dog (Canis lupus familiaris).
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1.3 BREED STANDARDIZATION AND THE GROUPING OF BREEDS


It is not really clear when the classification of breeds and varieties was first established, nor when the required standards for each were determined. Records suggest that selective dog breeding began about 2000BC, and by Christian times toy lap dogs – often miniaturized breeds – were becoming popular. About 600BC the Ancient Greeks and the Romans were hunting boar and lions, a line of work for which the swift and relatively light sighthound types were unsuited. It is suggested that man’s recognition of the need for a very different type of dog led to the development of a mastiff-type dog, called a Molossus. The Molossus was bred as two different breed lines with different natural traits. One type was used for hunting, the other for guarding livestock against wolves. The bravery of the hunting dogs was tested and vaunted in large public arenas, where they were pitched against other dogs, wolves, gladiators and lions for baiting and fighting. Their descendants became the forebears of many of the stockier breeds we know today, including the Bull Terrier and the Mastiff. The guarding dogs were similar to the Rottweiler and not only did they guard the stock on the hillsides, they escorted the Romans on their march through Europe, herding and safeguarding the animals that would feed the troops enroute. When the stock was eaten, there was no need to keep the dogs, so they would often be discarded and left to breed with local populations, contributing to the development of breeds such as the Great Dane.


According to Roman culture, dogs fell into three categories, namely herding dogs, hunting dogs and house dogs. The Romans had thus identified certain desirable traits that characterized the dogs of each category; these were transmitted genetically and could be preserved (and potentially refined) by a selective breeding programme: breeding for type was therefore well under way.


Spaniels are mentioned in Ireland in laws written in AD 17 and were divided into two types: land hunting and water hunting. It was the water hunting and retrieving dogs, which included Poodles and Portuguese Water Dogs, that were the first breeds to be trimmed. They were developed to have long waterproof coats that would be oiled to keep the dog warmer and waterproof in the water. The thick coats did their job but they were heavy, so the dogs were trimmed in a style resembling a lion: the hair was removed from the rear end and feet of the dog to facilitate swimming, while the front end was left hairy to provide protection to areas such as the throat when the dog faced his prey. Interestingly water hunting dogs have also developed webbed feet and flat foreleg bones so that their legs work better as paddles. The trimming of these breeds for fashion and showing was not, however, developed until much more recently.




On the face of it you may well want to argue that it is not necessary for groomers to learn about breed standards because most of the dogs that you will be trimming are pets rather than show dogs so they will be trimmed differently.


Whilst this argument may be plausible, researching breed standards provides you with valuable information so that you can be confident knowing:






	i.

	What the dog is supposed to look like so you can style it correctly when you are required to do so.






	ii.

	The morphological shape of the breed and the problems that it presents, such as long backs and flattened faces.






	iii.

	Any breed-specific health issues that you need to look out for.






	iv.

	The purpose for which the dog was developed reflects the temperament that you need to deal with.






	v.

	The timeline that the breed has been a pet breed rather than a working breed may affect temperament or handling issues.






	vi.

	The size of the dog and the weight that you need to manage.






	vii.

	The geographical location that the dog was developed to inhabit reflects coat type and density.






	viii.

	Geographical relocation reflects the behaviour of the coat.






	ix.

	Whether the coat type is likely to be difficult for the owners to manage.






	x.

	How long it is going to take you to groom the dog.






	xi.

	What you are going to do with the dog, i.e. just bath it or trim and style it.






	xii.

	What your options are for grooming and styling the dog, i.e. stripping, clipping or scissoring the coat.






	xiii.

	Any risks that you may be exposed to when grooming a particular dog or breed.






	xiv.

	How much you should charge the owner for the work involved.







A Kennel Club Glossary and an illustration of the points of the dog are included at the end of the chapter to help you to understand breed profiles and standards.





Terriers developed much later and were designed to hunt and kill vermin, particularly those types that hide underground. The dogs needed to have a keen, fearless temperament and had to be able to dig quickly. The result was a small dog with a strong neck and jaw and short legs that bowed at the elbow. This, it is suggested, allowed his legs to move freely and rapidly in a rolling mechanical digging action.


In the eighteenth century Buffon separated dogs according to their ear shape, whilst Cuvier chose to do this according to the shape of the skull. By the mid-1800s dogs around the world were being exhibited against one another in competition, whilst national registers were being set up to record and preserve native ‘types’ or ‘breeds’. For the purpose of competitions, dogs were separated into groups, allowing them to compete against others of the same ‘type’.


In the world of dogs, a ‘group’ is defined as a collection of breeds that have certain genetically transmitted characteristics in common, although they do not necessarily look the same. The Corgi and Border Collie, for example, have both inherited genes that make herding instinctive for them; their morphology (form and structure) and appearance are, however, quite different. This common characteristic allows these breeds to be included within the pastoral group (in the UK) or herding group (in the US).


In England, somewhere around the middle of the eighteenth century, the first breed standards, or essential requirements for ‘type’, were established. The ‘showing off’ of much-prized specimens began in June 1859 with the first organized dog show attracting sixty entries, at the town hall in Newcastle-upon-Tyne. This coincided with the opening of Stud Books, which recorded not only the names of the dogs and their parentage but also (and most importantly at the time) the dog’s prize winnings!


As the popularity of dog showing increased, the English Kennel Club was formed in 1873 to put an end to the confusion caused by large numbers of unidentifiable dogs named ‘Bob’, ‘Spot’ and ‘Jet’. This allowed ‘breed standards’ to become formalized as this new central authority was able to establish and maintain an ‘official’ registration system and stud book.


Today, through selective breeding, we have produced over 400 different pedigree dogs worldwide. There are also many cross-breeds, where the parentage of the pup is the result of either a random mating, or an intentional, increasingly market-driven, crossing of two pedigree breeds to produce the so-called ‘designer dog’. Many breeds of dog are still working, performing important and valuable work as guide dogs, rescue dogs, therapy dogs, police dogs, sniffer dogs and bomb detection dogs, as well as undertaking their more traditional roles of shepherding and guarding. Nevertheless, the role of the dog is changing from provider and protector to companion and friend.


Not only do we have dogs of all shapes and sizes, but fashion has encouraged the development of coat variations and, in some cases, even hairless dogs! Slow growth timings, sometimes referred to as dwarfism, have also been exploited. Selective breeding of such mutations in the gene pool of the Bloodhound, for instance, has produced the Basset Hound (see Fig.1.3.1), a shorter-legged version of the larger dog, but still possessing the same phenomenal scenting skills. The Standard Poodle, with his non-moulting coat and excellent hunting and retrieving skills, can now be found miniaturized, small enough, even, to sit in a teacup, his hunting skills redirected to chasing a ball around the family living room. Geographically, the dog is also different. The Saluki of the hot Moroccan desert resembles a Greyhound with very little coat but is very different from the Saluki found in the show rings of America.




[image: image]


Fig. 1.3.1 Selective breeding from huge Bloodhounds with dwarfism produced the short-legged Basset Hound, a dog that possesses the same phenomenal scenting skills, helped by large pendulous ears that encase the scent on the ground.
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Fig. 1.3.2 With no chance of pulling a laden sled 200 miles across the frozen Arctic today, instead Lola is preparing for a day at the beauty salon.





Yet, despite thousands of generations of domestication, selective breeding and the countless changes to their physical characteristics and lifestyle, left to his own devices the dog that shares our home today still possesses the instinct to hunt and kill prey that satisfied his ancestor’s need for food, sport and stimulation.


Fighting to the death is another matter. As with most other canids, dogs will fight to protect themselves and their young when they feel threatened, but the instinct to survive and hunt another day is so strong that they avoid unnecessary conflict wherever possible. Dog fighting is an artificial, man-made aberration that has thankfully been made illegal in most developed countries.


As groomers we should remember that the dog on the grooming table is there because we have made it impossible for him to look after his own grooming needs; whilst most dogs accept our interference and enjoy the contact, some may not welcome the process. They may even feel threatened and vulnerable – and, if they do, the family pet is more than capable of looking after himself and will do so if this becomes necessary.


Something else in this story that affects us, as groomers, concerns the coat standards set for the various breeds and the recognized or desired presentation for each of them. The style in which the coat is presented is largely determined by fashion but it is often the coat that gives the dog his appeal and influences his image (see Fig. 1.3.2). It is perhaps the image that encourages the owner to buy the dog and it is our job to maintain that image.


Breed standardization has often provided the dog with a coat he can no longer groom himself. This has, arguably, given rise to the multi-million pound dog grooming and pet health care industries.


And so now, this begs the question: who is working for whom? As a groomer, you may want to ask yourself that question!


What are breed standards?


Around AD 1800 breeders of dogs started to develop a list of requirements for the dogs they were producing for the workplace. By this I mean that certain dogs were needed specifically for certain jobs. Some were required to be brave enough, fast enough and aggressive enough to work in enclosed spaces or underground killing rats, mice, snakes, badgers and other vermin, whilst others needed to have exceptional herding and guarding skills so they could assist herdsmen and live out in remote areas with sheep, cattle and goats. Early breeders recognized that by selectively breeding certain characteristics into their dogs they could not only expect the dog to perform its work well, they could also exhibit their stock so that others would buy their puppies or use their stud dogs.


The rapidly growing sport of exhibiting dogs eventually meant that, in the interests of fairness, all dogs that were acknowledged as a specific breed should look the same. So breed standards were formed and they have remained pretty much the same to this day.


Breed standards serve several purposes. They are the written guidelines that describe the ideal characteristics, appearance and temperament of a pedigree dog; they ensure that the breed has developed to be fit for its purpose and they allow us to recognize dogs as a specific type or kind. Breed standards endeavour to encourage breeders of dogs to preserve the soundness of the breed. Even though many breeds are no longer expected to do the work that they were originally required to do, by following these guidelines breeders are safeguarding some breeds from extinction. Non-breeders of dogs can also relate to the breed standards. They acquire dogs because they recognize and like the image or profile of a breed and its temperament is suitable to fit into the home and their family lifestyle.


Classification of breeds


Once the breed standards were established, it became necessary to divide the dogs into groups, where all the dogs in each group did the same job. This meant that all the dogs in that group, regardless of size, shape or colour, would have the same attributes. They would essentially be good at skills such as hunting, tracking, herding or guarding.


Every country has its own group classifications according to the role that the breeds have in that particular country. Currently the Kennel Club of Great Britain has seven group classifications.


The Hound group


These are dogs that are natural hunters. They generally give the impression of aloofness and are usually goodnatured. They vary in shape from the very heavy Bloodhound to the very tall Irish Wolfhound and the very short Dachshund. Coat types vary from the long silken coat of the Afghan Hound to the very fine, short coat of the Whippet. Used for centuries, hounds are divided into two subcategories:


Sight hounds: these are fast and lithe and can run down their prey once it has been sighted. It includes dogs that are lean, with a good length of leg, such as the Saluki, the Greyhound and the Deerhound.


Scent hounds: with the exception of the Bloodhound, scent hounds generally have shorter legs, making them lower to the ground, and long, heavy, pendulous ears that drag on the ground, encasing the scent. Beagles and Basset Hounds are scent hounds that track above the ground, whereas Dachshunds work underground.


The Terrier group


The word Terrier is derived from the Latin word terra, meaning ground, and these dogs were bred to hunt vermin. Varying in size from the large elegant Airedale to the small Norfolk and Norwich Terriers, they are always alert and ready to react to movement. Terriers were bred to live and work outside, going to ground to drive out foxes, snakes and vermin, and in the home they were excellent at keeping rats and mice at bay. Most but not all Terriers have a coarse, harsh topcoat that can be easily cleaned with a good brushing, and that dies and moults out periodically giving the impression that the hair is breaking off at the root. Some groomers refer to this as a ‘broken coat’. Other Terriers have a silkier coat that does not moult but will tear and break away easily if the dog become trapped in thorns or bracken whilst working.


The Working group


Most breeds of dog were originally kept to hunt for food and to guard the home. In our society today the need for these skills is limited, but we have harnessed these talents and used them to train dogs to do countless jobs where another pair of hands or another pair of eyes can help us in our lives. This group includes the St Bernard, one of many breeds that have been trained to work as rescue dogs; the Malamute, which will go into harness and drag sleds across the frozen Arctic; and the Newfoundland, an excellent swimmer once used to bring in fishing nets but now often used in sea rescue work. Most members of this group are large, heavily coated breeds that are keen to learn and keen to please their owners.


The Pastoral group


Breeds that work herding and guarding livestock grazing on pastureland make up this group. Although different breeds were developed to cope with different terrains and different sizes of livestock, this group is made up of breeds that demonstrate herding skills. From the short legs and very dense coat of the cattle-herding Corgi to the large corded coat of the sheep-guarding Komondor and the long dense coat of the reindeer-herding Samoyed, this group has a diverse and interesting selection of coat types, breeds and sizes to work with.


The Toy group


This group is made up of dogs that by and large have been bred to join us as companions. Small and often miniaturized, as their name suggests, they have been bred purely for our pleasure, for us to pamper and admire their beauty. Most of these dogs are related to dogs in other groups. The Yorkshire Terrier, for example, is related to the much larger, courageous Skye Terrier, which has excellent guarding skills, whilst the Pomeranian can trace his ancestry back to the sled-hauling dogs of the Arctic. Although much smaller than their ancestors, genetic traits are still often apparent and the little dogs in this group should never be underestimated, as many still have the will and the instinct to do the job that their ancestors were developed to do.


The Utility group


Perhaps surprisingly, this group, with the exception of the Bulldog, is comprised of breeds that are not native to England. The breeds do, however, have roots in either working or guarding roles. Today they are breeds that no longer work but have found their place in our homes as our companions. The Tibetan Spaniel is not needed to guard the Tibetan monasteries and the Chow Chow of China is no longer used for hunting and guarding the home. The Schipperke does not need to guard the barges in the Netherlands and Belgium, and the Poodle is now quite redundant as a retrieving gundog. Within this group there is a vast range of sizes, coat types and personalities which have been preserved for us to enjoy.


The Gundog group


When guns were invented, prey could be killed at a much greater distance and hunting on foot required a dog that would go and fetch the game, to save the hunter having to do all the work. Dogs were developed to help the hunter with his work, to flush out prey from the undergrowth and then to go and fetch it once it had met its demise. This required a dog with a good nose for scenting and an ability to freeze on the spot to locate and point to where the game was under cover. An enthusiasm for running was a necessity and a further skill was required: bringing the game back without eating it! Keen to preserve the traits of these dogs, breed numbers are vast and enthusiastic owners often take part in field trials with their dogs, as well as showing them off in beauty competitions. The group is made up mainly of medium and large dogs, and includes the Vizla from Hungary, the Large Munsterlander from Germany and a variety of Spaniels and Setters from the United Kingdom. Coat types are often silky or smooth and the dogs themselves will often be reserved and obedient.


So how can learning breed standards help the groomer?


The timeline from the days when the role of the dog was entirely functional and unsentimental to the role it plays today is very short and all dogs are still instinctively linked to their past. Knowing what to expect from each breed helps you to work within your limitations and to plan your work. You will also be able to recall a mental image of the breed when you begin your styling, so you will have an idea of how you want your completed work to look.


People acquire dogs because they like what the breed represents, but quite often the dog they choose does not meet the ideal requirements for the breed. When this happens, we, as groomers, are often faced with several challenges:
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we may need to modify the coat style to be manageable for the owner whilst ensuring that the dog still represents the breed image;
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the dog may not physically look anything like the kind it is supposed to be but the owner would still like it to represent the breed as closely as possible;
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the coat type may not be quite what it is supposed to be so we may need to modify our styling methods so we can still give the dog its correct breed image; and
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the temperament of the dog may be an extreme representation of the breed and this may mean that grooming is difficult or almost impossible, so we may have to find alternative methods of getting the job done or perhaps consider using restraints such as muzzles.










Understanding the breed will help you to respect its temperament, and recognizing what it should look like will help you to trim it sympathetically, to make the best of the dog’s good points and improve the not-so-good points. Together with plenty of trimming practice, it is the development of these skills that will make you a good groomer and will make you stand out in your work.


It is advisable to familiarize yourself with the Glossary of the terms and phrases used in breed standards, which I have included at the end of this section. It will help you to interpret correct (healthy) from incorrect (unhealthy) when you are health assessing your dogs; for example, a ‘Ruby eye’ (red in colour) is a cause for concern in a Labrador Retriever but it is perfectly healthy in a Chihuahua. It will also help you to understand the differences that can apply to such points as coat colours and marking that can vary between breeds. It is very important to establish confidence in your clients and there is no better way to demonstrate knowledge and professionalism than by showing that you are familiar with their chosen breed and the effort that has been put into breeding programmes.


As an example:
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a Dalmatian that is white with black spot markings is called a ‘black and white’;
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a Newfoundland that is white with black markings is called a ‘landseer’;
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a Great Dane that is white with black markings is called a ‘harlequin’; and
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a Pekingese that is white with black markings is called a ‘parti-coloured’.










Whilst the differences here are not overly important to you as a groomer, they are very important when you are conversing with a client who may have spent a great deal of money to acquire a particular colour formation on their chosen breed.




When learning your breed standards, research the following:
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the origins of the breed;
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the physical appearance of the breed and any faults or departures from the guidelines;
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where the breed was developed and what it was used for;
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the coat type;
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alternative styles and trimming methods for the coat type; and
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the history of any medical or inherited conditions affecting the breed.













Further reading


The Kennel Club’s Illustrated Guide to Breed Standards. Fourth Edition. 2011. Ebury Publishing.


Useful websites


The Kennel Club of Great Britain: www.the-kennel-club.org.uk


The American Kennel Club: www.akc.org/breeds/index.cfm


The French Kennel Club. Société Centrale Canine: www.scc.asso.fr




CAUTION


An understanding of the ancestry of the dog is important because it can help you to avoid accidents.






	

1.




	

It has taken over 30,000 years for the dog to evolve but they are relatively new to domestication and many breeds still have very strong hunting and survival instincts. They still know how to protect themselves, particularly if they feel threatened and vulnerable. Keep yourself safe by respecting the breed and the task for which it was bred.









	

2.




	

Breeds of dog bred for hunting vermin, such as terriers, need to be alert and able to respond quickly and deci-sively to movement. These breeds tend to have a less docile temperament and you need to handle them with respect, particularly if you do not know the dog.









	

3.




	

The position of the dog’s eyes determines what he can see. Avoid startling the dog and keep yourself safe by approaching and handling the dog within his field of vision. You are more likely to get bitten if you suddenly appear out of a dog’s ‘blind spot’.









	

4.




	

The task for which the breed was developed and the geographical location in which it was required to work will give you an idea of what type of coat the dog will have, the behaviour of the coat, and how much work it will take to groom the coat. This is particularly important when you are grooming dogs that are bred to live in specific climates. Breeds developed to live in Arctic conditions that are now fashionable in hot climates are a good example: the natural behaviour of the coat will be challenged and you will need to groom the coat accordingly.
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Fig. 1.3.3 The points of the dog.





GLOSSARY OF CANINE TERMS


Copyright © The Kennel Club. Reproduced with their permission.


ABDOMEN The body cavity between the chest and pelvis.


ACTION Movement. The way a dog walks, trots or runs.


ALBINO Lacking in pigmentation, usually with pink eyes.


ANGULATION The angles formed at a joint by the meeting of bones e.g. shoulder or stifle, when dog is standing erect.


APPLE HEAD Very domed, rounded skull (e.g. Chihuahua).


APRON Longer hair below the neck on the chest. Frill.


BACK Region between withers and root of tail, but in some standards may refer to region between withers and loin.


BADGER COLOUR A mixture of white/grey/brown and black hairs varying in intensity (e.g. Bloodhound), often occurring in patches about the head and/or body on a basic white background, which is termed badger pied (e.g. Basset Griffon Vendeen).


BALANCE Consistent whole; symmetrical; typically proportioned as a whole or as regards its separate parts; i.e. balance of head, balance of body, or balance of head and body.


BANDY LEGS Bowed legs.


BARREL RIBS Rounded, well-sprung ribs.


BEARD Thick, long hair on muzzle and under-jaw (e.g. Bearded Collie).


BEAVER Mixture of white, grey, brown and black hairs (e.g. Pomeranian).


BEEFY Overweight, over muscled.


BELLY Underpart of abdomen.


BELTON Intermingling of coloured and white hairs, as blue belton, lemon, orange or liver belton (e.g. English Setter).


BITCHY Feminine looking.


BITE The relative position of the upper and lower front (incisor) teeth when the mouth is closed.


IRREGULAR BITE Some or all of the incisors have erupted in abnormal fashion.


LEVEL, EVEN, PINCER OR VICE-LIKE BITE The front teeth meet exactly edge to edge.


OVERSHOT BITE The upper front teeth overlap and do not touch the lower front teeth when the mouth is closed. Usually a fault.


SCISSOR BITE The upper front teeth closely overlap the lower teeth and are set square to the jaws.


UNDERSHOT BITE The lower front teeth project beyond the upper front teeth when the mouth is closed.


REVERSE SCISSOR BITE The upper incisors close just inside the lower.


BLANKET Solid colour of coat on back and upper part of sides between neck and tail.


BLAZE White stripe running up the centre of the face (e.g. Bernese Mountain Dog).


BLENHEIM Rich chestnut markings on a pearly white background (e.g. Cavalier King Charles and King Charles Spaniels).


BLOOM The sheen of a coat in prime condition.


BLOWN When the coat is moulting or casting.


BOBTAIL Naturally tailless dog or a dog with a tail docked very short. Alternative name for the Old English Sheepdog.


BODIED UP Mature, well developed.


BODY Anatomical section between fore- and hindquarters.


BODY LENGTH In some breeds, taken as the distance from point of shoulder to point of buttock; in others, taken from top of withers to seton of tail.


BONE The thickness, quality and strength of bone as seen in the legs, especially forelegs.


BONE SHAPE Shape of bone in crosssection (forelegs). May be flat (e.g. Gordon Setter), oval (e.g. Pointer) or round (e.g. Australian Cattle Dog).


BOSSY IN SHOULDER Over-development of the shoulder muscles.


BOWED Forelegs curved outward (e.g. Pekingese).


BRACELETS Rings of hair left on the legs of some breeds in show trim (e.g. Poodle).


BREASTBONE Series of bones and cartilages that form the floor of the chest. Also known as the sternum or keel.


BREECHING






	1.

	

Hair on outside of thighs (e.g. Chow Chow).









	2.

	

Undesirable intermingling of tan amongst black hair on outside of hind legs (e.g. Manchester Terrier).










BREED STANDARD ‘Blueprint’ of the ideal specimen in each breed, approved by a governing body, e.g. Kennel Club, the FCI and the American Kennel Club. Following agreement at the 1981 World Congress of Kennel Clubs, the Kennel Club changed all its Breed Standards into a standard format to enable easy comparison.


BREED STANDARD (INTERIM) As above for a breed not granted Kennel Club Challenge Certificate Status.


BRINDLE Colour pattern caused by darker hairs forming bands that produce a striped effect on a background of tan, brown or yellow (e.g. Boston Terrier, Boxer, Cairn Terrier, Great Dane).


BRISKET Forepart of body below the chest, between the forelegs.


BROKEN COLOUR Self-colour broken by white or another colour.


BULL NECK Short, thick, heavy neck.


BUTTERFLY NOSE Particoloured nose; dark, spotted with flash colour (e.g. Great Dane (Harlequin), Otterhound).


CHARACTERISTICS Combination of type, appearance, disposition and behaviour.


CHEEK Fleshy part of the head below eyes and above mouth.


CHEEKY Cheeks prominently rounded; thick, protruding.


CHEST The forepart of the body enclosed by the ribs.


CHIPPENDALE FRONT Forelegs out at elbows, pasterns close, and feet turned out.


CHISELLED Clean-cut, showing bone structure of face (e.g. Fox Terrier (Smooth), Spaniel (Cocker)).


CHOPS Jowls or pendulous flesh of the lips and jaw.


CLODDY Thickset, comparatively heavy.


COARSE Lacking refinement.


COAT The hairy outer covering of the skin. Many breeds have two coats: an outer coat and an undercoat. Examples of single-coated breeds are Italian Greyhounds, Maltese and Pointers.


CORDED COAT Narrow or broad twists of felted hair like thick string or ribbon, formed by the intertwining of topcoat and discarded undercoat. Cords should always be distinctly separated from each other, down to the skin (e.g. Hungarian Puli, Komondor).


CURLY COAT A mass of thick tight curls, which traps air, protecting the dog against water and cold (e.g. Retriever (Curly Coated), Spaniel (Irish Water)).


SMOOTH COATED Short, smooth, close-lying hair (e.g. Bull Terrier, Dachshund (Smooth-Haired)).


STAND OFF COAT Long, harsh jacket with hair standing out from the body supported by a shorter, soft, dense undercoat (e.g. Keeshond).


WIRE (BROKEN) COAT Consists of a harsh and often wiry outer jacket with a softer dense undercoat (e.g. German Wirehaired Pointer, Schnauzer).


COBBY Short bodied, compact.


COLLAR Marking around the neck, usually white (e.g. Boston Terrier).


COMPACT Closely put together; not rangy. Neat.


CONDITION Health as shown by the body, coat, general appearance and deportment. Denoting overall fitness.


CONFORMATION The form and structure; physique.


CONICAL HEAD Head that is circular in section and tapers uniformly from skull to nose (e.g. Dachshund).


CONJUNCTIVA Thin membrane lining the inner surface of eyelids and reflected over eyeball.


CORKSCREW TAIL Twisted tail, not straight.


COUPLING The part of the body between the last rib and the start of the hindquarter section; the loin region.


SHORTCOUPLED/CLOSECOUPLED The situation when this distance is short and relatively strong.


LONGCOUPLED The converse to shortcoupled.


OPEN COUPLINGS Long loin and flanks insufficiently well-muscled (e.g. listed as undesirable in the Retriever (Flat Coated)).


COW-HOCKED Hock joints turned or pointed towards each other, causing the feet to turn out.


CRABBING Dog moves with body at an angle to the line of travel.


CRANK TAIL Sharply bent or angled tail (listed as a fault in Bullmastiff).


CREST






	1.

	

Upper, arched portion of the neck.









	2.

	

Hair starting at stop on head and tapering off down neck (e.g. Chinese Crested Dog).










CROUP (Rump) Part of the back from the front of the pelvis to the root of the tail.


CROWN






	1.

	

Highest part of the head.









	2.

	

Circular formations of hair at front of ridge, as on the Rhodesian Ridgeback.










CRYPTORCHID Male dog without testicles fully descended into the scrotum.


CULOTTE Longer hair on the back of the thighs (e.g. Chow Chow, Schipperke).


DAPPLED Mottled marking of different colours, no one predominant (e.g. Dachshund).


DAYLIGHT The light showing underneath the body.


DEAD GRASS Straw to bracken colour (e.g. Retriever (Chesapeake Bay)).


DENTITION The number and arrangement of teeth. The total number of teeth is forty-two, made up of:


UPPER JAW Six incisors, two canines (eye teeth), eight premolars and four molars.


LOWER JAW Six incisors, two canines, eight premolars and six molars.


DEWCLAW Fifth digit on the inside of pastern. Most breeds do not have rear dewclaws but some breeds require double rear dewclaws (e.g. Briard, Pyrenean Mountain Dog) and the Italian Spinone has single rear dewclaws.


DEWLAP Loose, pendulous skin under the throat.


DIAMOND Distinctive shaped marking on a Pug’s forehead.


DISH-FACED When the nasal bone is so formed that the nose is higher at the tip than at the stop; or a slight concavity of the line from the stop to the nose tip (e.g. Pointer).


DOCK To shorten the tail.


DOGGY Masculine looking.


DOMED Evenly rounded in skull (e.g. King Charles Spaniel).


DOWN-FACED The muzzle inclining downwards in an unbroken outward arch from the top of the skull to the top of the nose (e.g. Bull Terrier).


DOWN ON PASTERN Weak or faulty pastern set at an exaggerated angle from the vertical.


DRIVE Powerful thrusting of the hindquarters denoting sound locomotion.


DRY The skin smooth, neither loose nor wrinkled.


DUDLEY NOSE Nose lacking in pigment.


EAR Consists of three parts: the external ear, the middle ear and the inner ear. Standards refer to the outer ear (ear lobe or leather). There are three main types of ear shape:


ERECT Pricked (e.g. German Shepherd Dog, Pomeranian).


DROP Pendent, pendulous (e.g. Retrievers; Spaniels, which include Lobular e.g. Spaniels (Cocker) and Spaniels (American Cocker)).


SEMI-DROP Semi-pricked (e.g.Collies, Fox Terriers).


BAT EAR Erect ear, rather broad at the base, rounded in outline at the top, and with opening directly to the front (e.g. French Bulldog).


BUTTON EAR The ear flap folding forward. The tip lying close to the skull so as to cover the opening, and pointing toward the eye.


CROPPING The cutting or trimming of the ear leather to make it stand erect. No dog with cropped ears is eligible to take part in any Kennel Club licensed activity in the UK.


FILBERT EAR Rounded-off triangular shape as in a filbert nut (e.g. Bedlington Terrier).


FLYING EARS Any characteristically drop ears or semi-prick ears that stand or ‘fly’.


ROSE EAR Small drop ear which folds over and back, thus revealing the upper part of the external ear canal (burr) (e.g. Bulldog, Whippet).


ECTROPION Condition in which the eyelids are turned outwards.


ELBOW The joint between the upper arm and the forearm.


ELBOWS, OUT AT Turning out or away from body; not held close.


ELONGATED SKULL Long, slender, tapering skull.


ENTIRE DOG Dog with two apparently normal testicles fully descended into the scrotum.


ENTROPION Condition in which the eyelids are turned inwards, causing irritation.


EQUILATERAL Equal-sided triangle (e.g. Bichon Frise – Head and Skull clause).


EXPRESSION The general appearance of all features of the head as viewed from the front.


EYE All standards include an eye clause, which usually comments on shape, size and eye colour. Shape and size are due to the shape of the area exposed by the eye rims i.e. orbital aperture. (The eyeball is round.) Eye types include:


ALMOND EYES Aperture basically of oval shape, bluntly pointed at both ends (e.g. English Toy Terrier, Irish Setter (unshelled almond), Akita).


GLOBULAR EYE Round, slightly prominent, not bulging (e.g. Pug).


GOGGLE EYE Protruding eye, listed as a fault in the Spaniel (American Cocker).


OVAL EYES The most common eye shape. Eggshaped aperture (e.g. Saluki, Schnauzer).


ROUND EYES Eyes set in circularshaped apertures (e.g. Griffon Bruxellois, Weimaraner).


TRIANGULAR EYES More angular in contour than oval eyes (e.g. Afghan Hound).


OBLIQUELY SET EYES Eyes where the outer corners are higher in the skull than the inner corners (e.g. Japanese Spitz).


EYE COLOUR This is due to the presence of the pigment melanin in the iris. The more melanin, the darker the eye.


CHINA EYE Both eyes are clear blue.


MERLE EYE Iris flecked with brown and blue.


WALL EYES One blue and one brown eye (e.g. Great Dane (Harlequin), Old English Sheepdog).


EYEBROWS The skin and hair above the eye covering the projecting superciliary ridges.


FALL Long hair surrounding head (e.g. Lhasa Apso, Yorkshire Terrier).


FALL AWAY Slope of the croup.


FALLOW Light reddish or yellowish brown.


FEATHERING Longer fringe of hair on ears, legs, tail or body.


FEET These are made up of four separate toes (digits). The toes are joined by a fold of skin termed the web. Feet vary in shape:


CAT (LIKE) FOOT Short, round, compact foot like that of a cat (e.g. Spaniel (Cocker)).


HARE FOOT Foot with the two centre toes appreciably longer than the outside toes. The toes should be close together with arching (e.g. Borzoi hindfeet, Tibetan Spaniel).


OVAL (SPOON-SHAPED) FEET Both centre toes are slightly longer than in cat feet (e.g. Pointer, Welsh Corgi (Pembroke)).


WEBBED FEET These have well-developed webs (Newfoundland, Retriever (Chesapeake Bay)).


FLAG Feathering on tail (e.g. English Setter, Gordon Setter).


FLANGE Projecting edge of last rib (e.g. listed as a fault in Basset Hound).


FLANK Fleshy side of the body between the last rib and the front of thigh.


FLAT SIDED Central section of the ribs insufficiently rounded.


FLECKED COLOUR Coat or eye slightly ticked with another colour.


FLEWS Pendulous upper lips – chops (e.g. Bulldog).


FLOATING RIB The last (thirteenth) rib, which is attached only to the spinal column.


FLOCKED Coat of cottonwool texture (e.g. Bolognese).


FLUTING Medium furrow on skull (e.g. Spaniel (English Springer)).


FORECHEST Front part of the chest (e.g. Boxer, Miniature Pinscher).


FOREFACE Head in front of the eyes: nasal bone, nostrils and jaws.


FOREHAND Front part of the dog, including head, neck, shoulders, upper arm, legs and feet.


FOREIGN EXPRESSION Expression not typical of the breed.


FORELEG Front leg from elbow to foot.


FOREQUARTERS Front part of the dog, excluding head and neck.


FOXY EXPRESSION Sharp expression, pointed foreface and upright ears, as in head shape of a fox (e.g. Schipperke).


FRILL Long, soft or silky hair hanging down from throat and chest (e.g. Japanese Chin).


FRINGES Longer hair on ears (e.g. Papillon).


FRONT Forepart of the body as viewed head on.


FRONTAL BONE Skull bone above the eyes.


FROSTING White or grey hairs intermingled with base colour round muzzle (e.g. Belgian Shepherd Dog, Griffon Bruxellois).


FURNISHINGS Longer hair on head, legs and tail of certain breeds.


FURROW Slight indentation on the medium line from stop to occiput (e.g. Bulldog, Hungarian Vizsla).


GAIT The pattern of footsteps at various rates of speed, each pattern distinguished by a particular rhythm and footfall.


AMBLE A relaxed, easy gait in which the legs on either side move in unison or in some breeds almost, but not quite, as a pair. Often seen as the transition movement between the walk and faster gaits (e.g. Bouvier des Flandres).


EXTENDED TROT Trotting gait in which the limbs reach far forward.


FLYING (SUSPENDED) TROT A fast trotting gait in which all four feet are off the ground for a moment during each stride. Because of the long reach, the oncoming hindfeet step beyond the imprint left by the front.


GALLOP Fastest of the dog gaits, has a four-beat rhythm and often an extra period of suspension during which the body is propelled through the air with all four feet off the ground.


HACKNEY ACTION High-stepping front action with exaggerated flexion of the pasterns (e.g. Miniature Pinscher).


PACING Movement where fore- and hind legs on the same side move in parallel. Some breeds typically pace at slow speeds (e.g. Pyrenean Mountain Dog, Spaniel (English Springer)). Many breeds pace slowly as an energy-conserving measure.


ROLLING GAIT Distinctive roll from side to side when moving (e.g. Pekingese, Spaniel (Clumber), Spaniel (Sussex)).


TROT A rhythmic two-beat diagonal gait in which the feet at diagonally opposite ends of the body strike the ground together, i.e. right hind with left front and left hind with right front. Correctly, the hind feet fall immediately behind the front feet.


WALK Gaiting pattern in which three legs are in support of the body at all times, each foot lifting from the ground one at a time in regular sequence.


GAY TAIL The tail carried very high or over the dog’s back. Often indicates that the tail carriage is higher than approved in the Breed Standard. Some standards do ask for tails to be carried gaily (e.g. Fox Terrier (Smooth)).


GUARD HAIRS Longer, smoother, stiffer hairs that grow through the undercoat (e.g. Alaskan Malamute).


HALOES Dark pigmentation round or over eyes (e.g. Maltese).


HARD EXPRESSION Harsh, staring expression.


HARLEQUIN Pure white background with irregular patches (black preferred but blue permitted) having the appearance of being torn (e.g. Great Dane).


HAW Third eyelid at the inner corner of the eye; more obvious in certain breeds (e.g. Spaniel (Clumber)).


HEART ROOM Deep and capacious chest.


HEIGHT Vertical measurements from the withers to the ground, usually referred to as shoulder height.


HIND LEG Leg from pelvis to foot.


HINDQUARTERS Rear part of dog from loin.


HOCKS WELL LET DOWN Hocks set low.


HOUND-MARKED Coloration composed of white, black and tan, but sometimes lemon and/or blue. The ground colour, usually white, may be marked with coloured patches on the head, back, legs and tail. The extent and the exact location of such markings, however, differ in breeds and individuals.


IRIS Flat, circular, coloured membrane within the eye. The inner boundary forms the pupil, which adjusts to control the amount of light entering the eye.


ISABELLA A fawn coloration (e.g. Dobermann, Bergamasco).


JAWS The bones forming the framework of the mouth.


JOWLS Flesh of lips and jaws.


KEEL Rounded outline of the lower chest, resembling the keel of a boat (e.g. Bloodhound, Dachshund).


KNEE JOINT Stifle joint.


KNUCKLING OVER Faulty structure of carpal (wrist) joint, allowing it to protrude when dog is standing (e.g. listed as a fault in the Basset Hound).


LANDSEER Black and white colouring (e.g. Newfoundland).


LAYBACK Angle of the shoulder blade, when viewed from the side.


LEATHER See ear (e.g. Foxhound, Poodle, Spaniel (Cocker)).


LEGGY Too long in the leg for correct balance.


LEONINE Looking like a lion (e.g. Chow Chow).


LINTY Soft texture of coat (e.g. Bedlington Terrier) or undercoat (e.g. Dandie Dinmont Terrier).


LION CLIP Style of coat presentation (e.g. Lowchen Little Lion Dog, Poodle).


LIPPY Pendulous lip or lips that do not fit tightly.


LIVER Light to dark shades of brown, always with a liver nose (e.g. Retriever (Curly Coated)), sometimes with a purplish bloom (e.g. Spaniel (Irish Water)). Also known as chocolate (e.g. Retriever (Labrador)).


LOADED SHOULDERS Excess weight in shoulder area.


LOIN Region of the body on either side of vertebral column between the last ribs and hindquarters.


LOW SET






	1.

	

Tail set below level of topline.









	2.

	

Ears set below line of correct placement for the breed.










LOZENGE MARK Term used for marking on skull of Blenheim King Charles Spaniel and Cavalier King Charles Spaniel, sometimes known as ‘Blenheim spot’.


MANE Long, profuse hair on top and sides of neck and chest (e.g. Leonberger, Schipperke, Tibetan Spaniel).


MANTLE Dark-shaded portion of the coat on shoulders, back and sides (e.g. Alaskan Malamute).


MARKINGS Arrangement of coat colour, normally a lighter or darker colour as a contrast to the ground colour.


MASK Dark shading on the foreface (e.g. Boxer).


MEDIAN LINE Line or furrow in the centre of head (e.g. Mastiff, Spaniel (American Cocker)).


MELON PIPS Tan spots above eyes in black, tan and white Basenji.


MERLE Dark colour giving marbled effect within lighter coloured main coat.


MISMARKED Incorrectly marked dog.


MONORCHID A dog that has only one testicle.


MOUTH See Bite.


MOVEMENT See Gait.


MOVING CLOSE When front or hind limbs move close to each other.


MULTUM IN PARVO Much in little’ (e.g. Pug).


MUZZLE The head in front of the eyes; foreface.


NAPE OF THE NECK Top of the neck adjacent to the base of the skull.


NECK WELL SET ON Good neckline, merging gradually with strong withers, forming a pleasing transition into topline.


OBLIQUE SHOULDERS Shoulders well laid back (e.g. English Setter).


OCCIPITAL PROTUBERANCE A prominently raised occiput characteristic of some breeds (e.g. Irish Setter).


OCCIPUT Upper, back point of skull.


OTTER TAIL Very thick towards base, gradually tapering towards rounded tip, medium length, free from feathering, but clothed thickly all round with short, dense coat, giving a rounded appearance (e.g. Retriever (Labrador)).


OUT AT ELBOW Elbows loose or turning out from the body.


OUT AT SHOULDER Shoulders loosely attached to the body, causing them to jut out, increasing width of front.


OVERREACHING Fault in the trot often caused by more angulation and drive from behind than in front, so the rear feet are forced to step to one side of the forefeet to avoid interference or clipping.


OVERSHOT See Bite.


PADDLING The front feet during movement thrown out sideways in a loose, uncontrolled manner.


PADS Tough, thickened skin on the underside of the feet.


PANTALOONS Longer, thick hair on rear of thighs (e.g. Pyrenean Mountain Dog).


PARTICOLOUR Variegated in patches of two or more colours (e.g. Spaniel (American Cocker)).


PASTERN The part of the foreleg between the wrist and the foot.


PATELLA The kneecap – a small bone at the lower end of the femur that forms part of the stifle joint.


PELVIS Girdle of bones fused together. Each half being composed of the ilium, ischium and pubis; the whole attached to the spine at the sacrum. On the lower sides are the hip-joints.


PENCILLED Type of coat lying in pencils caused by harder hair coming through softer undercoat (e.g. Dandie Dinmont Terrier).


PENCILLING Black lines on the toes (e.g. English Toy Terrier, Gordon Setter).


PEPPER AND SALT Mixture of light and dark hair (e.g. Schnauzer).


PIED Unequally proportioned patches of white and another colour.


HARE PIED More tan than black and white giving a coat resembling the colour of a hare.


LEMON PIED Mainly lemon or cream hairs mixed with white or black.


BADGER PIED Unequally proportioned patches of black and white, tan and white, mixed together (e.g. Otterhound).


PIGEON-CHEST Chest with a short protruding breastbone.


PIGMENTATION Natural colouring of skin and other tissues.


PIN BONES Upper bony protuberances of pelvis.


PINNING Forefeet pointing in when moving.


PINTO Distinct, dark markings on light background (e.g. Akita).


PLAITING Walking or trotting crossing the front legs.


PLUME Long fringe of hair hanging from the tail (e.g. Papillon).


POINT OF BUTTOCK Rearmost projection of the upper thigh at the point of the ischium.


POINT OF SHOULDER The front of the joint where the upper arm and shoulder blade meet.


POINTS Colour on face, ears, legs and tail; usually white, black or tan (e.g. Cairn Terrier).


POUNDING Gaiting fault resultant of dog’s stride being shorter in front than in the rear; forefeet strike the ground hard before the rear stride is expended.


PROFILE Side view of the whole dog or of the head.


PROUD Held high, usually head or tail (e.g. Poodle).


PUNISHING Strong (e.g. Kerry Blue Terrier).


QUALITY Excellence of type and bearing, giving close adherence to the Breed Standard; the indefinable attribute denoting refinement and nobility. Also, the absence of coarseness, giving strength to a dog and refinement to a bitch without weakness.


QUARTERS The upper portion of the hindquarters – the pelvic and thigh regions.


QUEEN ANNE FRONT (CHIPPENDALE FRONT) Forelegs bowed and out at elbows, pasterns close and feet turned out.


RACY Giving an impression of speed, without loss of substance.


RANGY Dog of long, thin build, often lacking maturity.


REACH Distance covered in a forward stride.


REFINED Elegant.


RIBBED UP Ribs extended well back.


RIDGE Streak of hair growing in reverse direction to main coat (e.g. Rhodesian Ridgeback).


RING TAIL Long tail, all or part of which curves in a circular fashion (e.g. Afghan Hound).


ROACH BACK Convex curvature of the back towards the loin (e.g. Bulldog).


ROAN Fine mixture of coloured hairs alternating with white hairs (e.g. Italian Spinone).


RUBY EYE Iris of dark red colour (e.g. Chihuahua).


RUFF Dense, harsh hair around neck that frames face (e.g. Keeshond, Norwich Terrier).


SABLE Commonly used description of coat colour. Definition varies with breed. Black-tipped hairs overlaid on a background of gold, silver, grey, fawn or tan basic coat (e.g. German Shepherd Dog), or each hair shaded with three or more colours (e.g. Pomeranian).


SABRE TAIL Tail carried in a slightly curved fashion either upwards (e.g. Basset Hound) or downwards (e.g. German Shepherd Dog).


SADDLE






	1.

	

Variation in colour over back (e.g. German Shepherd Dog).









	2.

	

Area of shorter coat over back (e.g. Afghan Hound).










SCIMITAR TAIL As sabre tail (e.g. Bloodhound, Gordon Setter).


SCREW TAIL A naturally short tail twisted in more or less spiral formation.


SECOND THIGH The part of the hind leg from stifle to hock.


SEDGE GOLD Red-gold colour (e.g. Retriever (Chesapeake Bay)).


SELF-COLOUR Whole colour except for lighter shadings.


SESAME Even overlay of black guard hairs, usually on red coat (e.g. Japanese Shiba Inu).


SET ON






	1.

	

Placement of tail on body.









	2.

	

Position of ears on skull.










SHAWL Longer hair around neck and shoulders (e.g. Tibetan Spaniel).


SHELLY Weakly formed, shallow and narrow in body; lacking substance.


SHORT COUPLED Short distance between last rib and the beginning of the hindquarters.


SHOULDER HEIGHT Height of dog’s body as measured from withers to ground.


SHOULDER JOINT Joint between the shoulder blade (scapula) and the upper arm (humerus).


SICKLE HOCKED Inability to extend the hock joint on the backward drive of the hind leg. Exaggerated narrow angle of hock when standing.


SICKLE TAIL Carried out and up in a semicircle over the back (e.g. Basset Fauve de Bretagne).


SINGLE TRACKING All footprints falling on a single line of travel. Many breeds single track at fast pace.


SKULL Bones of the head. Breed Standards refer to that part from stop to occiput.


SKULLY Thick and coarse through skull.


SLAB-SIDED Flat ribs with too little spring from spinal column. ‘Herring gutted’.


SLOPING SHOULDER The shoulder blade set obliquely or ‘laid back’.


SNATCHING HOCKS A gaiting fault indicated by a quick outward snatching of the hock as it passes the supporting leg and twists the rear pastern far in beneath the body. The action causes noticeable rocking in hindquarters.


SNIPEY MUZZLE Pointed, weak muzzle.


SNOW NOSE loss Nose showing loss of pigment resulting in a pink streak on nose in winter (e.g. Siberian Husky).


SOCKS






	1.

	

Hair on the feet to pasterns (e.g. Chinese Crested Dog).









	2.

	

White colour on feet (e.g. Old English Sheepdog).










SOOTY Black hairs intermingling with tan or base colour (listed as undesirable in Elkhound standard).


SOUNDNESS A term particularly applied to movement. The normal state of mental and physical wellbeing.


SPECTACLES Light shadings around the eyes and dark markings from outer corner of eye to ear (e.g. Keeshond).


SPITZ Group of breeds that have wedge-shaped heads with prick ears, usually straight and rather harsh outer coats with dense undercoats, moderate turn of stifle and tails usually carried over back.


SPLAYFOOT Flatfooted with toes spreading.


SPRING OF RIB Degree of curvature of rib cage.


STEEL BLUE Body colour of Yorkshire Terrier.


STERN Tail of a sporting dog or hound.


STIFLE The joint of the hind leg between the thigh and second thigh, equivalent to the knee.


STILTED Characteristic gait of Chow Chow due to minimum hind angulation.


STOP The step up from muzzle to skull; indentation between the eyes where the nasal-bone and skull meet.


STRAIGHT SHOULDER Insufficient layback of shoulder; upright shoulder.


STRAIGHT STIFLE Lack of angulation; straight behind.


SUBSTANCE Correct bone, muscularity and condition.


SWAYBACK Concave curvature of the back line between the withers and the hip bones.


SYMMETRY Overall balance (e.g. Retriever (Golden)).


TAIL SET The position of the tail on the croup.


TEMPERAMENT Mixture of natural qualities and traits that produce character.


TEXTURE OF COAT Quality or feel of coat.


THICK SET Broad and solidly built.


THIGH Hindquarter from hip to stifle.


THROATINESS Excess of loose skin in the throat region.


THUMB MARKS






	1.

	

Distinctive black spot in black and tan coloured breeds on pastern (e.g. English Toy Terrier).









	2.

	

Distinctive mark on forehead (e.g. Pug).










TICKED Small areas of black flecks, or coloured hairs on a white background.


TIED AT THE ELBOWS Elbows set too close under body, thus restricting movement.


TOPKNOT Long, silky, fluffy or woolly hair on top of head (e.g. Australian Terrier, Bedlington Terrier, Poodle).


TOPLINE Outline from just behind withers to croup.


TRANCE Black line extending from occiput to twist (tail) on a Pug.


TRICOLOUR Coat of three distinct colours.


TUCK UP Upward curve of underline of body (e.g. Hungarian Vizsla).


TURN UP Upturned under-jaw (e.g. Griffon Bruxellois).


TWIST TAIL (e.g. Pug).


TYPE Characteristic qualities distinguishing a breed.


UNDERCOAT Dense, soft coat concealed by longer topcoat.


UNDERLINE The shape found under dog from brisket to flank.


UPPER ARM The foreleg between the shoulder and elbow joints.


UPRIGHT SHOULDER Minimum layback of shoulder.


VARMINTY Game and spirited, usually applied to Terriers.


VEILED COAT Fine, wispy long hair (e.g. Chinese Crested Dog).


WEAVING MOVEMENT Feet crossing over, plaiting when moving.


WEDGINESS Lacking chiselling.


WEEDY Light bone structure, lacking substance.


WELL-LAID shoulders Optimum shoulder angulation.


WELL-SPRUNG RIBS Ribs springing out from spinal column, giving correct shape.


WHEATEN Pale yellow or fawn colour.


WHEEL BACK Back line excessively roached.


WHIP TAIL Relatively long, thin, pointed tail, carried stiffly out in line with back (e.g. Greyhound).


WITHERS Highest point of body immediately behind neck; this is the top of the shoulder blades, the point from which height is measured.


WRINKLE CREASE Furrow or ridge of skin (e.g. Basenji).


WRY MOUTH Lower jaw does not line up with upper jaw, i.e. twisted to one side.




2 Anatomy and Physiology




This section is important because you, the groomer, need to know how the dog is put together, how he functions and how this knowledge and understanding can inform good grooming practice.


The groomer is very often the first person to identify when the dog is developing some form(s) of illness or becoming unstable, either clinically (i.e. in terms of a clinical problem) or mechanically (in terms of a mechanical problem, arising from a biomechanical failure).


A groomer’s familiarity with the anatomy and physiology of the dog not only facilitates correct handling, lifting and manoeuvring of limbs and joints, it also allows the groomer to visualize the shape that styling will create.





As a groomer, it is essential that you have a practical working knowledge of the anatomy (structure) and physiology (how it works) of the dog because without this knowledge you will not understand how the dog is put together and functions and you will struggle to understand what makes your actions right or wrong and how you can go about improving your work.


To handle the dog competently you need to be aware of how the joints bend, which way they bend, their range of movement and how you can mishandle and damage them. This helps you to work with dogs without causing them pain or discomfort, or doing any further damage to diseased and injured joints. This knowledge is essential if you are to gain the trust and cooperation of the dogs that you are working with.


Every day, when working, you can expect to encounter a wide range of abnormalities and health problems, including anatomical changes, heritable conditions, skin diseases, parasites, sores, cuts and abrasions. It is essential that you familiarize yourself with these conditions and learn to recognize them in order to then deal with them appropriately. The grooming and health assessment process means that the groomer is very often the first person to identify when the dog is developing some form of illness or abnormality. This ability to recognize a change or an abnormality should always be built on a good understanding of what is normal, both anatomically and physiologically. The groomer’s regular hands-on physical and visual examination of the dog allows them to pick up on many changes that are often overlooked by the owner.


We have already identified that the dog is a mammal, which means that, along with all mammals, they have a backbone, are warm-blooded, are covered in hair and suckle their young. Along with most other mammals, dogs are also placental, feeding their unborn puppies through a placenta. Their dentition places them in the Order Carnivora, together with cats, wolves and foxes.


Other mammals have certain common features that allow them to be grouped together within different Orders (divisions); thus the goat and the cow are even-toed ungulates because they have two hooves, allowing them to be classed as Artiodactyla. Anatomy and physiology are interrelated subjects, relating form with function. All mammals need the same essential organs to survive and on the whole most mammals function in a very similar way (the whale is an obvious exception); as we are also mammals, it should be reasonably easy for you to remember the essentials.


The following pages are intended to provide you with a basic understanding of the anatomy and physiology of the dog. As with all sciences there is a certain amount of terminology to be learnt. This terminology allows the subject to be discussed with everybody understanding what is being referred to; communication is made easier if all concerned are speaking the same language and agree on the meaning of words. A glossary is therefore provided at the end of the chapter to help you.


2.1 THE SKELETON




A good understanding of anatomy, of anatomical differences and of how the bones and joints work is necessary as the grooming process requires you to manoeuvre the dog for access. Some breeds are recognized as potential sufferers of hereditary joint conditions that will affect your work, whilst older patients may have reduced mobility and joint pain. An awareness of the challenges that you will have to deal with will help you complete your work without causing pain, discomfort or damage to the dog.





The skeleton (see Fig. 2.1.1) is a light flexible structure that is made up of bones and is designed to support the weight of the body and protect the internal organs. The dog is made up of 319 to 321 bones. Some dogs, such as the German Shepherd Dog, have extra long tails, which accounts for the extra bones.


Bones are formed from cells containing a combination of collagen fibres, a cementing substance and a number of other chemical compounds. The chemical change that occurs during the formation of bone is called ossification. It is a dynamic process with bone being laid down continuously to replace that which is reabsorbed. Bones are thus constantly remodelling themselves, allowing everyday damage to be repaired and the body’s calcium levels balanced.
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Fig. 2.1.1 The skeleton.





In young growing puppies areas of ossification become established within a cartilage model (framework). The primary centre of ossification becomes established in the middle of each bone, with secondary centres establishing themselves at either end. It is the secondary centres of ossification that allow bones to continue growing after birth; these areas are termed growth plates.


Simply put, the developing skeleton begins as cartilage, which gradually transforms into bone by the time the skeleton reaches maturity. Once this has happened, the cartilage begins to break down and eventually disappears. At maturity the cartilaginous models are fully mineralized and the growth plates closed; no further growth is possible following this closure. In young growing puppies the bones are still mineralizing and, although strong, can bend significantly and sometimes break. When this happens the break is often referred to as a ‘greenstick fracture’ (because they can bend and break without snapping, like a young branch). Allowing young puppies to jump from heights (grooming tables) or to slip and fall (in the bath) are possibly the most common causes of this type of injury in the grooming room.


The skeleton is basically divided into two sections. There is a straight bit known as the axial skeleton, which starts at the head and runs down the length of the spine, taking in the ribcage and finishing at the end of the tail. Then there is the appendicular skeleton, which consists of the bits hanging from the axial skeleton – i.e. the legs!


Bones are not designed to bend, of course. The bending is facilitated by joints at key locations that are themselves operated by muscles and tendons. Some bones are straight, like the femur – the long thigh bone running down your upper leg. These act as levers to raise and lower the limbs. Short bones, such as the carpal (wrist) and tarsal (ankle) bones that bridge the gap between the dog’s lower leg and his feet make possible these joints’ extensive range of movement (see Fig. 2.1.2). Then there are irregular-shaped bones, like the vertebrae of the spinal column and the pelvic bones, which are individually shaped to fit together. And finally, there are flat bones like the patella (knee cap), which are embedded within tendons (see Figs 2.1.3 and 2.1.4).


The bones of the skeleton cannot operate themselves. The mobility of the skeleton is made possible by the movement of the bits where the bones meet – the joints – and by the muscles that attach, and transmit forces, to the bones via tendons.
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Fig. 2.1.2 Short bones like the carpal bones are used as bridges to fill in the gaps between lots of moving bits.
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Fig. 2.1.3 The patella or kneecap is embedded within a tendon that stretches with the bending of the knee joint. This tendon normally holds the patella in place within the femoral groove.
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Fig. 2.1.4 Looking at the knee from the front aspect, you can see the patella (arrowed) sitting over the groove in the femur. You can see from this photograph how easily a sideways movement could displace the patella out of the groove and cause injury.





The spine


The spine is made up of thirty-three ring-like bones (vertebrae) linked together to form the spinal column, an articulated chain of bones that can flex and extend, whilst providing protection to the spinal cord. Between the vertebral joints are springy shock absorbers; called discs; these cushion movement as the joints flex and extend. The spine is actually a casing to protect the spinal cord (nerve tissue), which runs from the brain through the centre of the vertebral bones, giving rise to pairs of nerves that emerge at regular intervals from the spinal column. These nerves, in turn, travel out to the body tissues and organs.
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Fig. 2.1.5 The lumbar spine: this is the unsupported bridge that joins the back half of the skeleton to the front half, and is the part that is most vulnerable.







CAUTION: TAKE CARE TO AVOID BACK INJURIES


The lumbar spine is the most vulnerable part of the spine as it is effectively a bridge between the back and front halves of the dog. During pregnancy it supports the entire weight of the puppies and the mother’s internal organs. When grooming a pregnant dog, you should not ask her to stand for too long on the grooming table, as this will be uncomfortable for her and may cause back strain. Similarly, you should be careful how you lift her.


The shortening of the legs (a condition known as ‘chondrodysplasia’ or ‘chondrodystrophy’) in breeds such as the Dachshund and Basset Hound arises because the cartilage develops and matures abnormally. This translates into a failure of the long bones to grow. This means that the spine is disproportionately elongated relative to the legs; it is therefore out of balance with the legs and subject to considerable strain. The spine (the bridge) is particularly subject to strain when overly loaded or mobilized. This may occur when the dog is balancing on, or loading, either the front two or the back two legs only, as it would be when jumping and landing. Care must therefore be taken to support the entire length of the back in these dogs when lifting and lowering them. For the same reason they should also be discouraged from jumping onto or from the grooming table, or into baths. (See Chapter 9.)


It should also be noted that chondrodystrophoid breeds are particularly vulnerable to disc disease; this should be suspected in these breeds if they appear to develop back pain or lose the ability to use their legs in some way.





The spine is divided into five sections. The cervical spine starts at the base of the skull and continues to the shoulder, where it becomes the thoracic spine – the part that supports the rib cage. After the ribcage it becomes the lumbar spine (see Fig. 2.1.5), which disappears into the pelvis, where it is known as the sacrum (which itself is made up of fused sacral vertebrae). The tail is called the coccygeal spine.


The skull and the various head shapes


The bones of the head are collectively known as the skull (see Fig. 2.1.6). The skull is made up from a number of bones that are arranged to give the dog’s head its shape. Briefly, the skull contains two holes called orbits that house the dog’s eyes, two nasal openings that communicate with the nostrils and allow the dog both to breathe and to use his sense of smell, and a hinged bone called the mandible, which forms the lower jaw. As explained in the previous chapter, all puppies, irrespective of their parentage, are born roughly the same shape: with short limbs and flattened faces. The puppy’s growth continues immediately after birth and the differences in growth patterns and rates determine the individual characteristics of the breed. Genetically programmed growth patterns and timings affect the shape and the size of the dog, and it is the variety in head shapes that is often most noticeable. Despite the many breeds of dog, we can divide them basically into three head shape groups. These are very different from each other but each contains the same number of bones in their make-up and houses the same number of teeth, plus the usual ‘bits’, such as the brain and the tongue, which one would expect to find there!
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Fig. 2.1.6 The skull is made up of many bones fused together to produce the head’s characteristic shape.
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Fig. 2.1.7 In the mesaticephalic head shape, the cranium and foreface are approximately the same length.





Mesaticephalic (mesati – cephalic)


The mesaticephalic head is the most common head shape, in which the length of the nasal bone (which forms part of the nose or foreface of the dog) is roughly equal to the length of the top of the cranium (see Fig. 2.1.7). A definite ‘stop’ can usually be identified where the nose meets the top of the head. The lower jaw (mandible) should be long enough to reach the end of the upper jaw (maxilla) so that the top teeth just overhang the bottom teeth – as ours do. The bridge of the nose is generally quite wide. The orbits are deep, allowing the eyes to fit well into the head, rather than protruding forwards, away from the skull. The width of the nose prevents the eyes from facing forwards, giving the dog a blind spot immediately in front of him and a slightly off-centre view, with a reasonable peripheral field of vision. This means that the eyes of the dog are not coordinated in what they see as each eye looks slightly to its respective side of the head. This is an important point to remember and we will come back to this in Chapter 9, when we discuss handling. The beagle is a good example of this head shape.


Dolichocephalic (dolicho – cephalic)


The dolichocephalic head is characterized by a long nasal bone, which is much longer than the length of the top of the cranium, and there is no pronounced ‘stop’ (junction) between the nasal and frontal bones (i.e., they feel smooth/continuous). Examples of dolichocephalic breeds include the Greyhound and Borzoi (see Fig. 2.1.8). The orbits are usually close together, giving the impression of a narrow skull; they are not as deep as in mesaticephalics and the eyes face forward, providing the dog with good forward vision, but not such good peripheral sight. The mandible is long, reaching towards the end of the maxilla, and the top teeth should fit just over the bottom set. Again genetic coding dictates the speed at which the nose grows; in this case, an acceleration, or delayed interruption, in the timing of maxilla growth means it is not unusual to have a top set of teeth extending far beyond the lower set.
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Fig. 2.1.8 In the dolichocephalic head shape, the foreface is considerably longer than the cranium. There is no exaggerated ‘stop’ or indentation between the eyes where the nose meets the skull.





Brachycephalic (brachy – cephalic)


The brachycephalic head has a grossly shortened nasal bone, which is much shorter than the cranium and this gives these dogs their squashed face (see Fig. 2.1.9). In extreme cases the foreface may be absent altogether, as in the Pug or Pekingese. This head shape is the most problematic of the three as the growth of the nasal bones ends prematurely and the dog is left with a ‘flat face’, or sometimes even a concave (‘dished’) face, where the nostrils are sunken into an indentation. This is the most obvious sign of this developmental disorder and it is worth bearing in mind that the airways of these breeds are often severely deformed, a condition known as ‘brachycephalic airway syndrome’ (BAS).The deformed airways of these dogs make them particularly vulnerable to heat stress as they are less able to utilize panting as a means of cooling themselves.
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Fig. 2.1.9 In the brachycephalic head, the cranium is much longer than the foreface. This Shih Tzu has a slight length of foreface, whereas a Pekingese, by contrast, has no length at all. In dogs with this head shape, there is a very deep indentation or ‘stop’ between the eyes.





The space between the eye sockets is very wide, placing the eyes off-centre. The orbits are shallow, forcing the eyes outwards, and sometimes barely affording them space and protection within the hollow they should occupy. This gives the dog very good peripheral vision but very poor forward vision – sometimes none. More importantly, the eyes are vulnerable to trauma and may even prolapse (see the alert box below and Fig. 2.8.25). The lower mandible in brachycephalics is generally very strong and powerful, often exceeding the length of the maxilla and allowing the bottom teeth to extend beyond the upper set. A further problem with brachycephalics is the shortening of the hard palate and relative lengthening of the soft palate. This allows the soft palate to vibrate more on inhalation and can cause breathing difficulties.




CAUTION: GROOMING BRACHYCEPHALIC DOGS


Because the eyes sit shallowly in their sockets, grasping or holding the back of the dog’s neck (scruffing), or pulling the coat back from the base of the skull, can cause the eyeball to leave the socket (prolapse). To avoid this risk, you should always brush forwards, towards the head and never grab the back of the neck to restrain the dog.


The shortened hard palate allows the longer soft palate to vibrate excessively when the dog is breathing heavily or panting, impairing oxygen intake and causing the dog breathing difficulties. These dogs should not be put into drying cabinets or any other situation where the oxygen supply is limited.


Excessive panting in these situations can lead to respiratory distress, heat stress and even death.





The limbs


The limb bones of the dog are similar, in many ways, to those of man. The following description of the front (fore) and back (hind) limbs summarizes their anatomy, starting at the top and progressing down to finish at the toes. This structure is then related to the range of movement and function of the limbs.


The forelimb


The front leg starts with the shoulder blade, or scapula, the role of which is to stabilise the limb against the chest wall. There are no bony connections between the scapula and the chest; the forelimb is held in place by muscles (Fig. 2.1.10). The shoulder is connected to the humerus, which is in turn connected to the two bones of the forearm (radius and ulna). The connection between the bones of the forearm and upper arm is called the elbow and it functions as a hinge to allow the limb to fold upwards. The radius and ulna extend down to the carpus, which is the name given to the wrist joint in the dog. The metacarpal area contains five metacarpals, giving rise to five toes (digits). Each toe comprises three phalanges. The dog’s first digit is his thumb; it is non-weight bearing, is shortened and gives rise to what we call the dewclaw.
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Fig. 2.1.10 The forelimb is held close to the chest wall only by muscles. There are no bony attachments. Here you can see how easily the shoulder can be damaged by pulling the forelimb away from the body with excessive force.





The hind limb


The hind leg starts at the pelvic girdle. The femur attaches to the pelvis at the hip joint, which affords considerable range of movement, in much the same way as the shoulder joint does for the front leg. The femur meets the tibia and fibula at the knee. The tibia and fibula end at the tarsal joint. The calcaneus is particularly prominent in dogs and serves as an attachment for the Achilles tendon. This is the equivalent of the human heel. In the dog, however, neither the heel nor the metatarsals (bones of the foot) rest on the floor. This is because the dog stands on his toes and not on the soles of his feet: that is to say, he is digitigrade rather than plantigrade (see Evolution). As with the elbow, it is the knee that provides the hind leg with the ability to flex. The hind leg also possesses five digits; four are in contact with the ground. The other (first) digit is vestigial and, where present, does not usually form a joint with the rest of the leg. Unlike the front dewclaws it is non-functional, as it cannot be used to manipulate things. You will see the extra digit on the hind legs of breeds such as the Briard and Rotttweiler (see Fig. 2.1.11).
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Fig. 2.1.11 A double dewclaw in the hind limb of a Rottweiler.





Joints and their structure


A joint is an articulation formed where two bones meet. Not all joints are freely movable: those in the skull, for example, become fixed after growing has been completed. These are known as fibrous joints.


Others, like the joints between the tibia and fibula, allow only limited movement. These are known as semimovable synovial joints. The way they fit together and the shape of the cartilage surfaces determine how much they move and which way. Some can move up and down and from side to side, others can only move in one direction: either up and down or side to side. Synovial joints have a small amount of sticky lubricating liquid called synovial fluid in them; this can leak out if the joint is damaged or cut open.
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Fig. 2.1.12 The position and angle of the joints determine how the limb moves. With the exception of the hip joint, all the joints on the legs work in lever fashion. This means that they move up and down in one direction only; they do not rotate or bend against the lever action.





The right and left pubic bones of the pelvis and the right and left mandibles form a symphyseal joint where they come together. This is also known as a cartilaginous joint because it has strong cartilage holding both sides together. Sometimes bone replaces the dense connective tissue in fibrous and cartilaginous joints, causing the joint to fuse, restricting movement and function.


Where bone ends are in contact, connective tissue known as cartilage provides a dense but smooth cushion to ensure that the joint functions smoothly. Layers of fibrous membranes then make up the joint capsule that envelops the joint. The capsule is further covered by more fibres to stabilise and strengthen the joint. These are called ligaments and span the joint from one bone to the other.


The position and angle of the joint contribute to the shape of the skeleton and the way the joints move determines how you can manoeuvre the dog (see Fig. 2.1.12).


It is important that you familiarize yourself with the range of movement on a healthy young dog so that you can notice differences when dogs begin to age and their joints become injured or diseased. Any restriction of movement affects how you handle and work around the dog, and you need to adapt your technique to work with the dog, taking into account its capabilities.


Important joints and the problems that may affect them


The hip joint and hip dysplasia


The hip joint on the dog is a ball and socket joint. The round-ended ball at the top of the femur fits into a cup-like cavity, or socket, within the pelvis. This arrangement allows the hip to rotate and the leg to swing and move in several planes. This type of joint therefore provides the upper leg with a wide range of movement (see Fig. 2.1.13).


A normal hip joint fits snugly together and provides good stability. In hip dysplasia the socket is shallow and fails to fit snugly around the ball of the hip. This leads to instability and excessive movement, and can give rise to lameness. In time this can progress to degenerative joint disease, otherwise known as osteoarthritis (see Fig. 2.1.14).
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Fig. 2.1.13 A healthy hip joint showing the ball at the end of the femur fitting into the socket within the pelvis.
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Fig. 2.1.14 Degenerative diseases such as osteoarthritis often affect joints that are unstable. This can be a genetic problem or it can be caused through wear and tear.





Several risk factors play a part in hip dysplasia, although the causes are not fully understood. These factors include:
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inherited characteristics;
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early, rapid growth and weight gain;
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overfeeding; and
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a diet too high in protein and too rich in vitamins and minerals.










Signs vary according to the age of the dog. Generally, affected puppies appear ‘clumsy’ and unstable on their back legs, although with larger breeds this may simply be because of the length of the limbs and lack of coordination. As the puppy grows, he or she may display signs of pain in the hip with lameness and a reluctance to exercise. Several years may pass before the hip in the mature dog becomes arthritic. In severe cases of hip dysplasia surgical intervention may be required.


Elbow dysplasia


Elbow dysplasia loosely describes the abnormal development of the dog’s elbow.


The elbow is a high motion (the dog’s forward movement depends on it) hinge joint (it opens and closes like a door hinge) made up of complex shapes of bones and cartilage, which fit closely together. Staying with this analogy, elbow dysplasia is a little bit like having a piece of grit or a small stone stuck in a door hinge – it impairs the smooth functioning of the joint in a similar way.


A small abnormality can have large consequences for the function of the joint and once elbow function is affected, so is the forward movement of the dog. This is particularly significant as the animal is more dependent on the elbow joint than it is on any other joint, when moving forwards.


Like hip dysplasia, elbow dysplasia is a multifactorial disease: although most cases have a genetic basis, growth rate, diet and exercise can also influence the development and severity of the disease. Unfortunately, elbow dysplasia is not controlled by a single inherited gene but by the combination of many genes, making it difficult to eradicate from breed lines.


One problem with elbow dysplasia is that not all dogs suffering from the disease are lame and affected dogs can therefore be difficult to spot and identify. If the dog is carrying many of the affected genes it will probably be very lame but, if carrying only a few, the disease may be subclinical (i.e. not detected or obvious clinically). In the latter case, few if any signs are evident. Many dogs suffering from changes associated with osteoarthritis do not show any signs at all until the disease is very advanced. Consequently, they are often bred from early on in life, producing affected, sometimes lame, puppies.


Tests in the United Kingdom have shown that there is a significant increase in elbow dysplasia in many breeds and that the problem appears to be increasingly recognized worldwide, so it is very important that you learn which breeds are vulnerable.


Luxated patella


Luxation is another name for dislocation; in this case, patella luxation refers to a dislocation of the knee cap (patella). A partial dislocation is sometimes called a subluxation.


Dislocations of the knee cap (see Fig. 2.1.15) often occur when dogs are racing around and move sharply sideways, causing trauma to the knee joint. They can also arise as the result of inherited or developmental problems that allow the knee cap to slide (or slip) easily out of place.
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Fig. 2.1.15 A luxated (or dislocated) patella occurs when the patella tendon slips out of its supporting groove in the femur.





The patella sits within the patella tendon, which attaches to the large bony tuberosity (the prominent bit) at the top of the tibia. The patella usually sits in a groove on the front surface of the tibia and the femur. In certain toy and miniature breeds of dog a number of deformities can make it easier for the patella to slip out of this groove. These deformities may include an abnormally shallow groove, poor alignment or curvature of the femur and/or tibia. The condition usually becomes apparent in breeds such as the Yorkshire Terrier at four to six months of age.


When the patella becomes dislocated, the contraction of the thigh muscles makes it very difficult for the dog to relax and straighten his leg, forcing him to carry the limb in a strange or unnatural position. Where this arises as the result of a congenital abnormality, without any tearing of supporting tissues, there is unlikely to be any swelling and gentle extension of the leg should allow the patella to slip back into place. Very often affected dogs learn how to perform this themselves and can then be expected to regain full use of the affected limb. When caused by a traumatic injury, the joint is often swollen and very painful, and will be held in an unnatural position. Such cases should always be referred for veterinary attention.


Traumatic patella luxations and recurrent luxations that affect a dog’s welfare may require surgical intervention and should be evaluated by a veterinary surgeon.


Ruptured cruciate ligaments in the stifle joint


Whilst on the subject of stifle (knee) injuries, it is probably a good time to mention ruptured cruciate ligaments as groomers are likely to come across these during the course of their careers.


There are two cruciate ligaments that cross each other within the stifle joint. They are termed the anterior and posterior cruciate ligaments (ACL and PCL) and play an important role in maintaining the stability of the joint. Damage to one or both of these ligaments is a not uncommon injury, especially in older dogs or large overweight dogs. It typically arises following overloading of the limb whilst running at speed.


The joint does not always swell up, the limb does not always appear deformed, and nor is the joint itself always painful. The affected limb will be held semi-flexed and the tips of the toes will be on the ground. The onset of lameness can be sudden following an acute injury. In other, more chronic, cases the signs can be mild and intermittent – sometimes barely noticeable. In some cases, particularly in smaller dogs, the injury is left to heal slowly over a period of months. In larger dogs, however, surgery is often required to stabilize the joint.


It is not unusual for a groomer to be asked to groom a dog that is recovering from cruciate ligament repair surgery. In such cases great care must be taken not to overstrain the joint, particularly if the dog is on pain-relief medication.


Arthritis


Arthritis is a degenerative disease of joints; it is a problem that is often associated with ageing and typically affects load-bearing joints. There are basically two types of arthritis that groomers need to be aware of:






	

[image: image]




	

where inflammation of the joints has developed through wear and tear and through age; and
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where the disease is secondary to another problem such as hip dysplasia.










In either case the normally smooth cartilage protecting the joint deteriorates and starts to develop defects. Mature cartilage cannot repair itself so, as the problem worsens, the bone beneath the cartilage thickens as a way of protecting itself. Bone spurs commonly build up around the joint.


The new bone spurs, inflammation and other degenerative changes decrease the mobility of the joint, rendering it stiff and painful. A grating sound can sometimes be heard as the bone spurs rub together when the joint is manoeuvred. This noise is referred to as crepitus.




CAUTION: THE IMPORTANCE OF BREED KNOWLEDGE


By learning your breed profiles you will be able to identify those breeds at risk.


When handling dogs in the grooming room, the age and the condition of the dog have a great bearing on how you manoeuvre the joints and it is important that you learn to understand the needs of each dog and how best to work with them.


An example of this is where the hips of the dog are diseased. You must not overstrain the hip joint by lifting the leg to the side or too high. You need to keep the leg close at the hip and lift the leg GENTLY backwards, keeping it underneath the dog’s body (see Fig. 2.1.16).


The same manoeuvring principles should be applied when handling diseased or damaged knees and shoulders.
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Fig. 2.1.16 Here you can see how a normal hip can be moved freely, whereas the affected hip is not able to rotate so the leg is only able to move backwards and forwards.





When handling breeds with potential elbow dysplasia, keep the elbow close to the body and do not try to bring the leg too far forward or lift it too high.


Removing knots from the coat should be undertaken with extra care as the dog will not be able to brace the joint against you when you pull on the fur with a brush or comb. You should therefore support the joint by holding it into the dog’s body with your other hand.


Extra care must also be taken not to overstrain or over-burden supporting limbs. Provide adequate restraint(s) (see Chapter 9) and plenty of rest periods.





2.2 THE MUSCLES




The most important point to learn from this section is how the muscles work; this is important because it helps you to understand their effect on the range of movement of each limb, as well as their various roles elsewhere in the body. Working with, rather than against, the muscles, when handling and manoeuvring the dog, help avoids causing the dog discomfort or even injury.


In addition, familiarity with the muscular structure of the dog makes styling the dog easier for you. In a fit, healthy dog, the shape of the dog is defined by the quality and quantity of the musculature. The more coat and body fat a dog carries, the less of the dog’s underlying structure will be visible to you. Knowing where the muscles are helps you to make use of them to style the dog into a shape that complements his physique.





There are three types of muscle in the animal body: skeletal muscle, smooth muscle and cardiac (heart) muscle. The first two play a role in the musculoskeletal system and are described here. The cardiac muscle is part of the cardiovascular system and is discussed elsewhere in the book.


Skeletal muscle (see Fig. 2.2.1) is by far the largest of these three groups and is what we traditionally think of as ‘muscle’. It is the skeletal muscle mass that gives fit, athletic dogs their body shape and definition (see Fig. 2.2.2).


So what do we need to know about muscle structure and function?
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Fig. 2.2.1 The muscles of the forelimb.





Muscle function


The skeletal muscles perform a number of essential functions: they allow the body to be moved, and provide it with the essential support that allows positions to be held.


Muscles typically work together in pairs, with one muscle producing the opposite movement to its partner muscle; this is often called antagonism. The biceps and triceps muscles of the upper arm are an example of antagonistic muscles: the biceps causes the elbow to flex, whilst the triceps causes it to extend (see Fig. 2.2.1).


Muscles are often described according to the type of movement they perform. Those that are located on the inside bend of a joint and work to decrease the angle of the joint are called flexor muscles. To straighten the joint again, muscles on the outside bend, called extensors, work to increase the angle and open the joint.
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Fig. 2.2.2 It is the skeletal muscle mass that gives the fit dog its body shape.





Muscle structure


Skeletal muscle is made up of thousands of contractile muscle fibres, which can be induced to contract when stimulated by nerves. The fibres are bound by connective tissue into bundles of long fibres through which run blood vessels and nerves. These nerve fibres originate from the central nervous system and connect with muscle fibres at the neuro-muscular junction. They relay electrical messages from the brain to the muscles and thus allow voluntary control of the muscles.


The muscles themselves can be described in terms of their ‘origin’, ‘insertion’ and ‘action’. Each muscle attaches to the bony skeleton via a tendon.There are usually two such attachments. The attachment that does not move is usually closest to the body and is referred to as the ‘origin’. The attachment on the bone that is moved is referred to as the ‘insertion’. Contraction of the muscle linking the origin and insertion produces movement of a particular part of the body relative to another. This is the ‘action’ of the muscle in question. For example, the biceps brachii muscle of the upper forearm has its origin in two places on the scapula and its insertion on the radius and ulna. Contraction of this muscle causes the elbow to flex.


Tendons are fibrous rope-like structures that relay the force produced by the muscle contraction to the bone it is attached to. As such, they are not contractile.


Smooth muscle


Smooth muscle is found in hollow organs such as the stomach, bladder, intestinal tract, airways and in the walls of blood vessels. Smooth muscle is also to be found attached to the lens within the eye and to the hairs in skin. The piloerector muscle, which raises hairs over the body, is therefore a smooth muscle.


Smooth muscle is made up of short spindle-shaped fibres packed together in layers. Smooth muscles produce slow, long-term contractions and are controlled by the autonomic nervous system. This means that these contractions are involuntary and the dog is not aware of them. As such they are well suited to maintaining the tone within blood vessels, controlling the various contractions of the gastro-intestinal tract and mediating a range of thermoregulatory responses. (It is smooth muscle that is responsible for your goosebumps in cold weather and for the increase in blood flow to the skin during warm weather.)




CAUTION: HANDLING THE FORELEGS


The front legs of the dog are attached to the skeletal frame only by muscle and tendons. There are no bone attachments. When handling the front legs of the dog, you should try to keep the shoulder as close to the dog as possible, because sideways movement away from the body can cause damage to the muscles in the shoulder and in the chest (the inside attachment of the front legs).





Other useful points


The legs of the dog are kept close to the body by muscles called adductors. When he lifts his leg to urinate, abductors produce the opposite movement, allowing the leg to be lifted away from his body.


Skeletal muscle does not only move the joints and the limbs. For example, the eyeball is moved, the eyelids opened and closed, the ears pricked and the skin twitched, all by skeletal muscles.


Shaking of the muscles (muscle tremor) is common, particularly in Terrier and Hound breeds, and is often perceived as a sign of the dog being cold. Whilst this is possible, it is more likely to be caused by increased stimulation from the nervous system as a result of the dog being in a state of alertness and ready to react, or the dog being in a state of anxiety because he is being restrained from reacting. (Don’t forget these breeds are hunters and are always attentive and ready to act.)




NOTE: CHECKING THE DOG FOR SYMMETRY


When you examine the dog, before grooming commences, you should check for symmetry. Palpate the muscles, comparing the left side with the right side of the body. There should be no difference between the two sides: that is to say, the dog should feel the same on both sides of his body.


If the dog is healthy and his muscles are performing correctly, his muscle structure will be symmetrical. If, however, he is injured or showing early signs of joint disease or disease of the central nervous system the muscles may not be symmetrical and he should be referred to a vet for a check-up.


Any lack of symmetry will be quite apparent, especially if the dog is recovering from injury, has hip dysplasia, or after surgery such as a cruciate repair.


If you suspect a problem, you can adapt your grooming technique so that no harm or discomfort is caused.





A dog that has abnormal or prolonged shaking of the muscles for no apparent reason should be referred to the vet for a check-up because he may have an underlying disease or nerve damage.


2.3 BODY TEMPERATURE AND THERMOREGULATION




Left to sort themselves out, dogs are more than adequately equipped to regulate their own body temperature and can warm or cool themselves as necessary.


Throughout the grooming process, you expose the dog to a series of temperature changes, particularly during the bathing and drying processes. These processes are of your choosing, not the dog’s, and you need to consider their effect on each individual.


Under normal circumstances, the dog is able to respond to and cope with these changes. Overheating, however, is perhaps the most common cause of unnatural canine death in the grooming room. Scalding of the skin is also an important risk to the dog’s health and well-being.


Knowing how the dog controls his body temperature, and the limitations for his doing so, can help you to avoid such problems, thereby keeping him safe, comfortable and stress-free.





Dogs evolved to cope with temperate climates and can control their body temperature to withstand extreme environmental temperatures better than the cat. Animals residing away from the equator (that is to say, in a temperate climate) also have to adapt to seasonal changes in temperature. In this section we discuss the ways in which a dog adapts to both sudden and seasonal changes in temperature.
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