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Let the dawning day bring me revelation of your tender, unfailing love. Give me light for my path and teach me, for I trust in you.


PSALM 143:8 TPT
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INTRODUCTION





When do you find time to connect with Jesus? If you aren’t intentional about it, everyday activities and responsibilities find a way to take over. Prayer can happen at any time, and of course it does, but there is value in setting aside some time in your morning to meet with the Lord and dedicate your day to his work.


As you quiet yourself before him and meditate on these Scriptures, devotions, and prayers, experience his goodness and his perfect peace. When you prioritize Jesus above everything, other concerns fade. Hope dawns with the new day. Tender mercies fall fresh. Refreshment springs up from a well within. And you find the strength to walk through each day with God’s love in your heart and joy on your face.















JANUARY





With the loving mercy of our God, a new day from heaven will dawn upon us.


LUKE 1:78 NCV





 








JANUARY 1


GREAT EXPECTATION





All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.


It is by his great mercy that we have been born again,


because God raised Jesus Christ from the dead.


Now we live with great expectation.


1 PETER 1:3 NLT


When Jesus rose from the dead, he destroyed the grip that sin and death held over our souls. In Christ, we are free from the power of sin’s control. Paul clearly states in Romans that when we are born again into the family of God through faith in Jesus, the Messiah, we are free to live without fear, condemnation, or shame.


Are you living in the freedom that Christ has offered you? Do you have great expectation for what lies ahead? Though you will suffer through trials in this life, and your hope will be tested, there is one who never changes. Look to Jesus today. Spend time in his presence. Meditate on his love and kindness for you. Remember the words that he spoke to his followers. When you feel overwhelmed by injustice and evil in this world, look to the King of kings. He will rule and reign forever in his mercy. There is a better day coming, no matter what yesterday looked like. Set your eyes on the one who reigns above the chaos, and let your heart find hope in his faithfulness.


Lord Jesus, I look to you today for help, hope, and courage. Thank you for your mercy that holds me close in love and sets me free in joy.


 











JANUARY 2


COMPASSIONATE ONE





Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort.


2 CORINTHIANS 1:3 NIV


When Jesus walked this earth and taught his followers the ways of God, he made it clear that he only did what he saw the Father doing. If God is the Father of compassion, then Jesus’ life is the representation of his love. If the Father is the God of all comfort, then we will see clear examples of Jesus comforting those who were distraught.


Do you need the compassion and comfort of God today? Where you are suffering in silence, Jesus is present in the power of the Spirit, ready to wrap you up in his love. Where you are struggling to find steady ground, the God of all compassion is there with strength to hold and guide you. You will find that the fullness of all that you are looking for is already available to you through Christ. Look to him today to find your comfort and your strength.


Shepherd of My Soul, guide me into your goodness today as I focus my attention on you. When I cry out for help, answer me, and surround me with the peace of your presence. I rely on you.


 











JANUARY 3


IT IS HANDLED





By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life. We have received all of this by coming to know him, the one who called us to himself by means of his marvelous glory and excellence.


2 PETER 1:3 NLT


Everything we need to live a life that is pleasing to God is already within our grasp. It is by God’s own power that we live, move, and have our being. In Christ, we are not outsiders in the family of God but dearly loved children. Jesus has called us to himself, and we have the honor of knowing him. Through Jesus, we can believe with confidence, knowing he has taken us in with his great love.


Do you feel ill-equipped to follow Jesus? Obedience is all he requires. His ways are simple and his requirements clear. When you look at the ministry of Christ, his wisdom drew in the multitudes and offended the elite. Look to his wisdom today and be refreshed by the simplicity of the gospel. Where you have questions, he will give answers. Where you are burdened down by the ways of this world, Jesus has a lighter load for you to carry. Join your life with his, and you will not be disappointed.


Jesus, I ask for the truth of your message to pierce my heart. I know that you exalt the humble and help the weak. Be my help, Lord.


 











JANUARY 4


KINGDOM OF LOVE





He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love.


COLOSSIANS 1:3 NKJV


It is not hard to spot the darkness of humanity, nor is it difficult to pinpoint the wickedness that causes people to act in hateful ways. In this world, as Jesus told us, we will have trouble. But that is not the end of the story! We can take hope in his wonderful love, for he has overcome the world.


There is corruption in this world, but God is incorruptible. May we reflect his likeness with pure hearts, overflowing in love to one another. May mercy be the lining of our lives, that hatred and offense would stay out of our hearts. When we choose to follow Jesus on the path of his love, we must choose to lay down our own lives in the process. Though we may want to lash out at those who attack us, Jesus instructs us to love our enemies. When we lay down our own ideas about success and instead follow the example of Jesus, we walk in the light with him.


Light of the World, I humble myself before you today. Thank you for welcoming me into your kingdom of love. Help me to choose your ways above my own as I go about my day. You are worth it!


 











JANUARY 5


GLORIOUS GOD





The Son is the dazzling radiance of God’s splendor, the exact expression of God’s true nature—his mirror image! He holds the universe together and expands it by the mighty power of his spoken word. He accomplished for us the complete cleansing of sins, and then took his seat on the highest throne at the right hand of the majestic One.


HEBREWS 1:3 TPT


Jesus is the source of life and the one whose word holds the universe together. He is God in human form, and he is glorious! It is important to remember Jesus’ humanity as much as his divinity. Though he lived a short life, his ministry was full of power. He healed the sick, taught God’s wisdom to the masses, and raised the dead back to life. He performed miracles so that the people would know and understand that he is the Son of God. His teachings mystified many, but they always pointed to the mercy of God the Father.


Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. We come to know the Father through him. Instead of looking to become wiser in the ways of this world today, spend some time soaking in the wisdom of Jesus through the gospels. He provided a way for you to know him, and it is an open door for you at any time. Ask him to reveal his glory to you today. He gladly gives to those who seek him.


Son of Glory, I want to know you more. Reveal yourself to me in new and beautiful ways as I meditate on your Word.


 











JANUARY 6


WEALTH OF WISDOM





I thank God because in Christ you have been made rich in every way, in all your speaking and in all your knowledge.


1 CORINTHIANS 1:5 NCV


There is a never-ending treasure trove of wisdom in Christ. Perhaps you have heard Isaiah 55:8, which states that God’s thoughts and ways are far above our own. Where we complicate things, God simplifies them. Though God’s ways are simple, they are not easy to emulate. Jesus summed up God’s law in the following statement: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your strength. And love your neighbor as you love yourself.” This is no small task! It is drastically different from living for our own comfort and pleasure, but it is simple.


Be wary of those who complicate the gospel of Jesus Christ. He chooses mercy over judgment, compassion over guilt trips, and freedom over control. You have the wealth of his wisdom available to you right now. Stop looking for answers in other places, for he is patient and willing to teach you his ways. You will discover, if you have not already, that his ways are always better.


Wise One, teach me with your wisdom. Spirit, give me revelation into the heart and mind of God. Thank you for your availability and your patience.


 











JANUARY 7


GOODNESS OF GOD





Because you have these blessings, do your best to add these things to your lives: to your faith, add goodness; and to your goodness, add knowledge.


2 PETER 1:5 NCV


What would it look like to add goodness to our faith? In Greek, the word for goodness can also be translated as virtue, uprightness, or a gracious act. Perhaps goodness is our faith in action. Just as the book of James advises us that “faith without works is dead,” how we live our faith is a representation of the beliefs we hold. If we claim to believe that God is faithful, that he is full of compassion, and that he is for us, then our lives and actions will align with those beliefs.


This is not to say that we need to be perfect in faith. Christ alone perfects us. We are covered in his faithfulness even when we are faithless. For those of us that want to live surrendered to Christ, we get to continually humble ourselves before him. We can seek to represent his truth in the choices we make, both big and small. How can you intentionally live out your faith in Jesus today?


Perfect One, thank you for your patience with me. I am so grateful to be found in your goodness, and I want to reflect it in my daily life. Show me how I can share your love today.


 











JANUARY 8


TREASURES OF REVELATION





Your faith and love rise within you as you access all the treasures of your inheritance stored up in the heavenly realm. For the revelation of the true gospel is as real today as the day you first heard of our glorious hope, now that you have believed in the truth of the gospel.


COLOSSIANS 1:5 TPT


No matter how long it has been since you felt the power of the gospel in your life, you can find fresh revelation in Christ today. The Holy Spirit is your guide and is always available to you. Have you felt the comfort of the Spirit’s nearness in times of distress? Have you known the peace of God that passes understanding? Have you felt tendrils of hope rising even in the chaos of unknowns? These small but powerful moments come from the Spirit. How can this blessed relationship grow?


Let faith and love rise within you. There is revelation and knowledge to be found in communion with the Spirit of Christ today. There is hope to be found in his faithful love. There is an unbending truth in the Trinity—Father, Son, and Spirit—exhibited in his living Word. The nature of God is revealed in the person of Jesus. These are our inheritance and treasure.


Jesus, open the eyes of my heart to know your greatness in new and tangible ways today. Enlarge my understanding, and reveal the goodness of your love, that it may rise within me. I look to you with expectation.


 











JANUARY 9


ADOPTED IN LOVE





God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure.


EPHESIANS 1:5 NLT


Your life is not an accident. You were knit together in your mother’s womb with intention and thoughtfulness. The Creator of the heavens and the earth is the same one who created you. He knew you before your lungs breathed their first breath. He thought of you before your mind could consciously know anyone. You were chosen, and you have always been loved.


It is no small act to lovingly and thoughtfully make room for another in our lives and homes. When God adopted us into his family, he did not do it as an afterthought. He did it because he loves us as his children. Through Jesus, we have been brought into his family, without blemish or blame. We are accepted as we are and fully loved and known. May we learn to let love rule our hearts in the same way. God’s love compelled him to send Jesus. May we find that his love compels us to know him more, confident of our identity as sons and daughters of the King.


Loving One, I cannot begin to imagine the depths of your love. I am so grateful that you know me fully and still love me completely.


 











JANUARY 10


ASK FREELY





If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.


JAMES 1:5 NKJV


As children of the Most High God, we have unlimited access to our good Father. If there is anything we lack, we should not hesitate to ask him. He takes care of us, and he always will. No matter what we need help with, he is more than able to do all that we need him to do. In our weakness, he will be our strength. In our confusion, he will be our clarity.


When you don’t know what to do, where do you turn for help? Is it a trusted friend or a reliable parent? Their advice may help you, but never forget to turn to God, who graciously gives us wisdom when we ask for it. He will not fail to guide you into his goodness, even when it may not be the path you expected to take. Let his love lead you. He is faithful and true, and he will not let you fall.


Gracious God, thank you for the wisdom of Jesus. Keep my heart humble as I look to follow you. Lead me in your love and never let me go.


 











JANUARY 11


GUIDANCE FOR EVERY STEP





Let the wise listen and add to their learning,


and let the discerning get guidance.


PROVERBS 1:5 NIV


As we grow up in God, we mature in our understanding, but we will never reach a point in which we know it all. Let today be a new opportunity to look to Jesus for instruction, guidance, and greater understanding of his kingdom ways. There is more than enough wisdom, grace, and strength to be found in him.


Though we cannot imagine the great capacity of God’s love, let it become our life’s focus to humbly seek to know him more. Even the wisest among us have more to discover in Jesus. There is no end to his resources, and his counsel is the wisest we will ever know. He is wisdom, personified. Come to him with all your questions, your curiosity, and an open heart. He will meet you where you are.


All-Knowing One, I long for instruction in the goodness of your ways. Forgive me for arrogantly thinking I had you figured out. I want to know you more. I submit my heart to you. Teach me, Lord.


 











JANUARY 12


GRACE UPON GRACE





We praise God for the glorious grace he has


poured out on us who belong to his dear Son.


EPHESIANS 1:6 NLT


Has grace ever felt more like a concept than a reality? Have you struggled to know what grace looks like in flesh and blood? Though Jesus never used this word himself, the apostles freely spoke of grace. It is often used to remind the listener that grace is God’s unmerited favor, freely given through the love and sacrifice of Jesus. It is not something that can be earned. The grace of God originates and is given through God himself, without restriction.


How have you experienced the uncompromising love of God in your life? How has his pursuit changed you? This is the glorious grace of God. It is found not in what you do, but in his love. You can turn to him and receive from the living waters of his fountain of grace, which are always overflowing and available to you through Christ. Let his love draw you near once again.


Gracious Jesus, give me greater understanding of your grace today as I lay down my hesitation. I do not want to keep you at an arm’s length because of the unworthiness I feel. Speak to me and draw me close in love again.


 











JANUARY 13


FULLY CONVINCED





I pray with great faith for you, because I’m fully convinced that the One who began this glorious work in you will faithfully continue the process of maturing you and will put his finishing touches to it until the unveiling of our Lord Jesus Christ!


PHILIPPIANS 1:6 TPT


Have you ever felt that you weren’t doing enough or that you were behind in life? In this age of social media and overabundance of information, it is too easy to compare ourselves to others in unhelpful ways. Every one of us is on a unique journey in this life. For those of us in Christ, God is at the helm of our ship, leading us into the unknown.


Jesus is our partner and friend; he is our shepherd and our rescuer. He is the light when the darkness sets in, and he is never surprised. He sees the end from the beginning and every moment between. He is with you in the valleys as faithfully as he is in the wide, open fields of this life. He will never leave you or forsake you. Take heart! You are his, and he will faithfully continue the process of maturing you. Let your soul find strength in his presence.


Loving Lord, I know that you are with me. I believe that you are not finished with me yet. I hold onto hope, knowing that you will never let me go. Reveal yourself to me in a fresh way as I look to you today.


 











JANUARY 14


POWER OVER FEAR





God will never give you the spirit of fear, but the Holy Spirit who gives you mighty power, love, and self-control.


2 TIMOTHY 1:7 TPT


What a beautiful freedom we find in fellowship with Jesus! Through communion with the Holy Spirit, we find the fullness of Christ. There is no fear in God’s love. It does not push us away; it draws us close to his heart. Fear is not given by the Spirit of God. Let us remember, especially when anxiety runs rampant and chaotic fear threatens our peace, that fear is not the way of our God.


Instead, we are given mighty power, love, and self-control. There is peace in place of anxiety. There is strength for our weakness. There is power in our helplessness. There is love and acceptance in our failures. There is more than we can know, and it is good. Even when our circumstances do not change, God’s peace is our portion. Are you experiencing overwhelming worry or fear today? Bring it to God. Let him give you his light load for your heavy one.


Powerful God, I bring you my fear today. Thank you for the reminder that you don’t deal in shame, and you are not limited in the ways that I am. I trust you, Lord. Fill me with your Spirit and the fruit of your eternal kingdom.


 











JANUARY 15


HONOR THE LORD





 If we live, it’s to honor the Lord.


And if we die, it’s to honor the Lord.


So whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.


ROMANS 14:9 NLT


In this current age, we are encouraged to choose sides and make our opinions known to all. We must not lose sight of what truly matters in the deluge of worldly opinions. Are we living to please others, especially those we admire and respect, or are we living to honor the Lord above all else?


Let today refocus our lives. When we are tempted to judge someone because of a differing point of view, may we be quick to refocus our hearts in love. How can we honor the Lord in all things? By knowing him and being like him, right? As we look to the example of Jesus, we will find that love is the reigning message. Let us honor the Lord in our humility and in choosing his ways over our own. No matter what we agree or disagree upon, we belong to the Lord. How are we living out this reality of his love in our lives?


Lord, above all else, I want to honor you with my life. The choices I make matter, and the surrendering of my heart to you matters. When I get distracted by the lesser things of this life, remind me of your main message to live by the law of your love.


 











JANUARY 16


RICH IN KINDNESS





He is so rich in kindness and grace that he purchased our freedom with the blood of his Son and forgave our sins.


EPHESIANS 1:7 NLT


How much do we respect kindness in others? Do we see it as a strength or as weakness in those who extend it? Let’s look at Jesus. He was ridiculed by the religious elite and others scoffed at his message of compassion. Even some of his own disciples expected him to take over the government of the time and rule as king, toppling the powers at play. But that is not what Jesus did.


Jesus is not an elitist. He is not exclusive. His love is not withheld from any person willing to receive it. This is by his kindness, grace, and mercy. Do we value his message of love? Do we trust that his ways are better than our own? None of us is better or worthier of his acceptance, love, and his transformation power than any other. Where we make excuses for our lack of love, Jesus never does. He laid down his life for all, and that “all” has not been amended. May we be rich in kindness, following Jesus’ lead in our lives. It is his way.


Jesus, thank you for your kindness. I cannot freely accept it and appreciate it without extending it to others, even to those I struggle to love. Teach me your ways and keep me humble in your love.


 











JANUARY 17


INEXPRESSIBLE JOY





Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy.


1 PETER 1:8 NIV


When was the last time you encountered God’s love? Have you known the inexpressible joy of his presence? In his love, there is peace that passes understanding, love that encompasses every shortcoming, and the glorious joy of belonging. Even though we have not seen him, when we believe in him, we are filled with the very real Spirit of God.


No matter what you are facing today, God is near. No matter the challenges and unknowns before you, he is with you. As you come to Jesus, give him your worries and your cares. Lay it before him and hold nothing back. He will give you joy for your mourning, and he will give you beauty for your ashes. Let love lead you to the throne of grace, where you may feast upon his goodness.


Lord Jesus, thank you for the joy of your presence. Fill me with your tangible love today, that I may be reminded of your nearness in all things. I love you, Lord!


 











JANUARY 18


HOLY POWER





“You will receive power when


the Holy Spirit comes on you.”


ACTS 1:8 NIV


How have you experienced the power of God in your life? Do you know beyond your heady belief that God is more than able to do all that he has set out to do? The Holy Spirit has not been reserved for the super-spiritual seekers among us. He is our promised holy help, the one who empowers each one of us to live the godly lives that God desires for us. The Holy Spirit’s power is the same power that resurrected Christ from the grave! It is death-shaking, sickness healing, eye-opening, heart-reviving, pure love poured out.


In Acts, the people waited for the Holy Spirit to come upon them. They did not rush into ministry or try to prove their love with empty rituals. They waited for the power of the Spirit to meet them and transform them. The good news is that we have the same access to the Spirit that the early church did. Let’s wait upon him, praying for miracles and praising the name of Jesus.


Miracle Mover, I will not let discouragement deride my hope in you today. Every need that I see, I pray for your power to meet. Move in mighty ways, Jesus, as I seek your face.


 











JANUARY 19


THE EVERLASTING ONE





“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the LORD God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.”


REVELATION 1:8 NIV


It is easy to get distracted by the small lens of our lives. Even the generation before us seems like ancient history. How can we feel connected to the lives of those who came long before us? It is not necessarily natural, but through God, all things are possible.


God is timeless. He is ageless. No one came before him, and none will outlast him. He is the first and the last. He who is, also was, and he always will be. There is nothing and no one that God is out of touch with. He has been present through it all. From the birth of creation to the end of the ages, he never changes. He sees everything clearly, and he will not be confused or tricked by anyone. Let us hold onto the hope of Christ’s ultimate victory over death. We have been changed, and we will be changed. Through God, we can look with a broader scope. He is above all, and he never misses a detail.


Everlasting God, I want to see from your eternal perspective today. Open the eyes of my understanding, that I may know and trust you more. I lean on your wisdom over my limited knowledge, for you are full of truth.


 











JANUARY 20


CONFESSION





If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.


1 JOHN 1:9 ESV


There is nothing in our lives, hidden or revealed, that falls outside the great mercy of our King Jesus. When we find ourselves convicted of choosing pride over humility, selfish gain over benevolence, or anything that does not reflect the love of Jesus in our lives, let us use every opportunity to run into the arms of his grace. Let us be people of confession and repentance, practicing the surrender of love that leads to reconciliation.


There is nothing we could do that God would not forgive. Nothing can separate us from his love. May we humble our hearts before him today, looking to Jesus for all that we cannot offer ourselves. He will strengthen and restore us in compassion. He will not turn us away.


Lord Jesus, I confess the ways I have chosen to not align with your love. Restore me and teach me, that I may be more like you. Thank you for your forgiveness. Thank you for freedom. Thank you for your faithful love that never lets me go.


 











JANUARY 21


CONTINUE IN CHRIST





Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God; whoever continues in the teaching has both the Father and the Son.


2 JOHN 1:9 NIV


As believers and followers of Christ, we can never outgrow his teachings or his example. Jesus is the pinnacle of our faith. He is God in flesh, divinity in human form. Though there are many teachings that benefit us, none will ever be more important than those that God gave us. God is the one who both humbles the proud and lifts up the lowly. Christ’s message is not the jumping off point of the gospel. He is the gospel.


Let us not lose sight of the one who paid it all—the one who called us by name. He is the one who loves us eternally, purely, and without restraint. Jesus is our forever focus. He came to set the captives free, including you and me! It is for freedom that we have been brought into the kingdom of his love. In our freedom, let us remember to keep Jesus as our focus in every situation.


Christ my Lord, I refocus my attention on you. You are beautiful in all your ways. You humbly lowered yourself to the limitations of humanity, and yet you never lost the power of your divine essence. Please, teach me your ways.


 











JANUARY 22


LIVE IN HARMONY





I appeal to you, dear brothers and sisters, by the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, to live in harmony with each other.


Let there be no divisions in the church. Rather, be of one mind, united in thought and purpose


1 CORINTHIANS 1:10 NLT


Divisions come easily these days. There is not a church, a group, or even family system left untouched by the dividing voices of the courts of opinion. Are there areas of your life where you have allowed division to settle in your heart? How do you view those who hold different political views than you? How about those whose lifestyles do not match your own?


We are called to be united as one body of believers in Christ. This is no small feat! Though we cannot control another person’s reactions or choices, we certainly can choose to humble ourselves in the love of Jesus. It is time for the message of Christ to reign as the top priority in our lives. Let us choose the path of laid-down love, just as Jesus instructed us. If we decide to follow him, he will lead us along the path that challenges our pride and preferences. Are we willing to lay them down?


Great God, I know that there is power in humbling myself before you, and before others, in love. I want to choose your way over my own, but I need your help. I am yours—may your will be done in me.


 











JANUARY 23


HE WILL DELIVER





He delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will deliver us again.


2 CORINTHIANS 1:10 ESV


The same God who led the Israelites out of their captivity in Egypt is the one who delivers us from the enemy. He is known as the Deliverer. The renown of his name still goes forth, echoing his faithfulness.


Let our hope not be found in humankind but in Jesus. On him we set our hope, for he will deliver us. He is faithful to follow through on his Word. He who promised to never abandon us will not change his mind. When we find ourselves in over our heads, with no plan of escape, let us look to the Christ. He is with us even now. He is the victorious one, full of power to save. He has delivered us from the grasp of sin, and he will deliver us from the schemes of the enemy. The enemy seeks to steal, kill, and destroy, but he has come to bring life, and bring it abundantly.


Mighty Deliverer, I look to you for help. No one else can save me, Lord. I trust in your power to uphold me, guide me, and protect me. No matter what comes, you are my firm foundation, and I trust in your unfailing Word.


 











JANUARY 24


GOD FIRST





Am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to please man? If I were still trying to please man,


I would not be a servant of Christ.


GALATIANS 1:10 ESV


For many of us, we love the approval we get from pleasing others. But human praise is fickle. We all have varying opinions and preferences, and the requests of this world ebb and flow like waves in the ocean. Instead, let us seek to please God above all others.


The Word of God says that God is easy to please. This is good news for those of us who believe. We don’t need to strive to attain his favor; we already have it in Christ. Jesus says in Matthew 11:29, “Simply join your life with mine. Learn my ways and you’ll discover that I’m gentle, humble, easy to please” (TPT). It is much better to follow the ways of Jesus, joining our lives with his, and seeking to please him. He is so patient with us, even in our failures and wandering.


Gentle Jesus, I am so grateful for the reminder that your approval is more important than the accolades of others. Thank you for your patience with me. I long to know you in spirit and in truth, walking in your ways all the days of my life.


 











JANUARY 25


GOOD FRUIT





May you always be filled with the fruit of your salvation—the righteous character produced in your life by Jesus Christ—for this will bring much glory and praise to God.


PHILIPPIANS 1:11 NLT


When we look to Jesus first, above and before all others, our lives will reflect the fruit of his life in ours. May we not take for granted the time that we have been given. Tomorrow is not guaranteed, and yesterday’s regrets are behind us. Today is the day of our salvation, says the Word. No matter how long we have followed the Lord, today is the day he has given us.


What fruits of the Spirit are currently evident in our lives? Where can we taste and see the goodness of God in our homes, communities, and cities? He is always working, and as long as it is called “today,” God is near. May our characters be refined in righteousness as we choose to love others as Jesus did. May we fix our eyes on Jesus today, living for his approval and offering him the glory of our surrendered lives.


Dearest Jesus, as I focus my attention on you, I ask for your Holy Spirit to reveal the fruit of your life within mine. Show me where you are working and remind me that where you are pruning in my life, there will be a greater harvest down the road. I trust you!


 











JANUARY 26


HONORED





The name of our Lord Jesus will be honored because of the way you live, and you will be honored along with him. This is all made possible because of the grace of our God and Lord, Jesus Christ.


2 THESSALONIANS 1:12 NLT


How does your life honor Jesus? This is meant to be a question that leads you to greater curiosity about the Lord. It is not an accusation or reminder that you’re not doing enough to meet the mark. Jesus wants access to your heart. He is full of love toward you. Perhaps a better question to begin with is, how has Jesus honored you?


The way we live our lives matters. But it is by grace that we have been saved, and it is through grace that we remain in his love. He is full of mercy and kindness toward us in every moment. Perhaps you need a reminder of what Jesus thinks about you. Let him bestow his honor upon you. Ask him what he sees when he looks at your life. From that place, it is easier to look at our lives through the lens of love. It is kindness that leads us to repentance, after all.


Worthy Jesus, I know that you love me just as I am in this moment. I let down my walls and my defenses, and I ask you to lovingly speak to me with your words of truth. I honor you.


 











JANUARY 27


UNTOLD BLESSINGS





If your faith remains strong, even while surrounded by life’s difficulties, you will continue to experience the untold blessings of God! True happiness comes as you pass the test with faith, and receive the victorious crown of life promised to every lover of God!


JAMES 1:12 TPT


When life’s storms overwhelm you, and you cannot remember what the sun feels like on your skin, how do you hold onto faith? Surely God is faithful, no matter how strong or feeble your faith feels. And yet, we are encouraged to remain strong. As Proverbs 3:3 says, if we “hold on to loyal love and don’t let go, and be faithful to all that you’ve been taught,” then we will continue to experience God’s blessings, no matter our circumstances.


The promised crown of life is our reward. Everlasting life in the kingdom of God is our ultimate hope, and our hopes will not be dashed. Let us throw off all the things that hinder love in our lives and continue to look to Jesus, our guiding star. He shines bright on the darkest night, and he leads us through every trial. Even now, there are untold blessings available to us through communion with him.


Great God, I want to know the true happiness of passing every test with faith. I want to hold onto your Word and hide it within my heart, as Mary did. Encourage me and strengthen me in your grace as I look to you today.


 











JANUARY 28


USHERED IN





He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love.


COLOSSIANS 1:13 NKJV


Are there any areas of life where you are overcome by the shadow of doubt? Where has darkness set in? We cannot avoid what the Spanish poet, St. John of the Cross, calls the “dark night of the soul.” As long as we are living, we will know seasons of pain, grief, and questioning. Still, Jesus is with us in the darkest night. He sees everything clearly.


A dark night is not the equivalent of the power of darkness. The prince of this world, whom we know as Satan, prowls around like a lion waiting for someone to devour (1 Peter 5:8). That is the power Christ has delivered us from. We have been ushered in as sons and daughters of the Living God. It is his dominion that rules over our lives. Let us not fear the shadows of the night, for Jesus is near. He is our light, and he is our guide. We are not ruled by the power of the enemy. Jesus has set us free in his love.


Loving Lord, thank you for breaking the power of sin over my life. Just as David prayed, so do I; even when I walk through the valley of the shadows, I will fear no evil, for you are with me. You comfort and support me. Thank you!


 











JANUARY 29


LIVING EXPRESSION OF LOVE





The Living Expression became a man and lived among us! And we gazed upon the splendor of his glory, the glory of the One and Only who came from the Father overflowing with tender mercy and truth!


JOHN 1:14 TPT


Do we wonder what God’s love looks like? The Word of God points us to the living expression of divine love, and it is Jesus. We will never find another purer, more compassionate, or better representation of God’s love than the Son of God himself. Let us not take for granted the wonder of his life, his ministry, his sacrifice, and his resurrection.


Every word he spoke is food for our souls. Instead of looking for wisdom in various places, let’s look at Jesus, for there we will find wisdom personified. He is full of mercy and truth, leading us into fellowship with the Father of love. Nowhere else will we find such beautiful truth coupled with compassion. Divine love has a name, and his name is Jesus.


Jesus, I am humbled that you, as God, would take on flesh and bones to show us what God is truly like. I look to you for the answers I seek. My eyes are fixed on you, Jesus, the fullness of love and my salvation.


 











JANUARY 30


PERFECT PATIENCE





Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life.


1 TIMOTHY 1:16 ESV


This verse is taken from a passage where Paul explains how Jesus saved him, calling himself “the worst of sinners.” Paul was an elite religious leader in the Jewish tradition. He persecuted Christians, seizing them for prison and approving of their deaths. It was through a dramatic encounter with Jesus that he was saved. If you are not familiar with the story, take some time to read it today, and let it both challenge and encourage you.


Paul delighted in the fact that his own salvation served as a beacon to others of God’s patience, kindness, and salvation for all who believe that Jesus is the Son of God. God is not hasty, and he does everything with love. Even though the followers of Jesus did not welcome Paul at first, not trusting his intentions, we see in hindsight how mightily God used his life. How have you seen God’s patience exhibited in your own life?


Lord Jesus, thank you for your patience. It is so evident in my life! Though I struggle to wait for your promises at times, I want to follow your lead and become more like you in steadfast faith and endurance. Teach me to wait upon you and follow your lead in all things.


 











JANUARY 31


SO MUCH GRACE





From his fullness we have all received,


grace upon grace.


JOHN 1:16 ESV


In the fullness of God, we find all that we need. Do you lack anything today? Ask God, and he will freely give to you out of his endless resources. He takes care of the lilies of the field and the sparrows of the air, and he will take care of you. Not only will he meet your needs, but he will also offer you abundance in his love.


Do you lack patience today? Ask him for grace to endure. Do you lack perspective? Ask for his wisdom to guide you. Are you anxious? Ask the peace giver to fill you with his presence. Whatever it is you need, there is more than enough in him. He will not let you down, and he will not leave you without help. Remember what Jesus said: we have the Holy Spirit to help us in all things. That is no small gift! May the Spirit of God fill you today as you look to him.


Gracious God, in you is the fullness and perfection of all that I long for. Meet me with the generosity of your love today. By your grace, empower me to face whatever comes my way. I trust you.
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