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2 m model, plaster cast, Edith Maryon and Rudolf Steiner, c. 1915/16. Reworked plaster cast with wire reinforcement, remains of plasticine (in the area of the being in the cave) and wooden board (to balance out the height of the central figure), 207 × 126 × 84 cm; scale 1:5. Taken from Mirela Faldey/David Hornemann v. Laer (editor): Im Spannungsfeld von Weltenkräften (‘In the field of tension between cosmic forces’) Dornach 2020, page 61.
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Holy is his name.


And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to generation.


He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.


He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree.


He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath sent empty away.


(Luke 1:49-53)






FOREWORD



Grasp the things of the future Through the things of the past . . .


Towards the end of 1920 the events of the General Anthroposophical Section were focussed on Rudolf Steiner’s dispute with Oswald Spengler’s book, The Decline of the West,1 and the opening of the Goetheanum with the first High-School course (September/October 1920), in the midst of a battle in the print media over anthroposophy.2


A study of the dynamics and drama of 1920 in the unfolding of the anthroposophical movement acquires even greater explosive power and depth when we take into account the works and history that had immediately preceded these developments, and the world situation we find ourselves in today in ecological, economic, societal, social, and medical terms. In eight lectures in the period from the end of October to the end of December 1919, Steiner discussed the approaching so-called ‘incarnation of Ahriman’, which he foretold would come in the third millennium after Christ. This was done at the end of a year that had seen the failure of the first people’s initiative for a threefold social order. Prior to this, from 1914 to 1918, large parts of Europe as it had previously existed had been destroyed; eight million people had lost their lives—and the destructive forces of years of war had a lasting effect on the life of generations of people, on landscapes, realms of nature, cities, and also on the total structure of society. The four Mystery Dramas (1910-1913) were performed for the first time in the years leading up to the outbreak of war, fully in the sign of the coming developments.


On 26 September 1920, at the opening of the first Goetheanum, Rudolf Steiner asked Marie Steiner-von Sivers to recite Hilarius Gottgetreu’s lines from the third Mystery Drama, Souls’ Awakening, which he had adapted for the occasion. The lines spoke now, with regard to the Goetheanum—not of a ‘sacred place’ as in the Mystery Drama, but of a ‘place of aspiration’—and the words, ‘full of mysteries’, became words sounding with ‘seriousness’.3 The following words of Hilarius are also appropriate in a certain respect to the opening of the Goetheanum in 1920, amid unfavourable economic and sociopolitical post-war conditions, and in the face of hatred from opponents: ‘What appears of value to me may fail,/ yet even if all the world despises it,/ and it therefore must collapse in itself,/ nevertheless it was once placed before human souls/on Earth as something to strive for.’4


As is well known, the history of the Goetheanum in the years following 1920 was problematic. The Society was as brittle as described in the Mystery Dramas—‘perforated with ahrimanic holes’ is how Steiner is supposed to have described the Anthroposophical Society in 19235—most of the individuals were falling short of their potential and, at the end of 1922, the building was destroyed by fire after a year of increasing ‘destructive will’ by its enemies.6 Nevertheless, Steiner, in the circle of his co-workers, founded everything anew in December 1923—the building, the Anthroposophical Society, and its Free High School for Spiritual Science. Right up to his death he was completely committed to their further development. The engagement with Ahriman, a central power of evil, the ‘ruler of fear’ and ‘prince of lies’ (Sergei O. Prokofieff7), was given great significance from a spiritual perspective, right up to Steiner’s last article which was published only after his death, in April 1925 (‘Von der Natur zur UnterNatur’ (From nature to sub-nature).


*


At the end of 2020, in conjunction with the planned performance of the Mystery Dramas, I had wanted to cover in lecture form at the Goetheanum a number of aspects outlined in the action of the dramas as a whole, and in particular the connection of the Mystery Dramas with the task of the Anthroposophical Society8 and about the encounter with Ahriman. However, the events had to be cancelled in the short term due to the corona crisis, or could only be partially shown in virtual format. I therefore committed to writing what I had wanted to speak about, and this is now before you because it belongs to the thematic context of the developments of 1920 as elaborated above,9 and because the spiritual drama outlined there has today, in my opinion, lost none of its significance—on the contrary.


Peter Selg


General Anthroposophical Section


Ita Wegman Institute


Dornach and Arlesheim, December 2020
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Ahriman head (section), Rudolf Steiner. Easter, 1915, wax on wooden board, 12 × 11.8 × 19.3 cm. Taken from Mirela Faldey/David Hornemann v. Laer (editor): Im Spannungsfeld von Weltenkräften (‘In the field of tension between cosmic forces’) Dornach 2020, page 44.






1. ‘THE INCARNATION OF AHRIMAN’ LECTURES AT THE END OF 1919



‘This fact [the incarnation of Ahriman] is preordained for earth evolution.’10


In eight lectures given to members of the Anthroposophical Society in Dornach, Stuttgart, Bern, and Zurich between 27 October and 28 December 191911, in the year the initiative towards a threefold social structure had failed, Rudolf Steiner addresses the coming incarnation of Ahriman.


‘Before even only a part of the third millennium after Christ has taken its course’ Ahriman will take on bodily form, will embody himself in a human being and, so Steiner stresses on 1 November 1919 in Dornach12, this will be ‘in the not-too-distant future’.13 In lectures touching on this theme, Steiner spoke repeatedly of three world-historic and once-only incarnations of superhuman beings—of Lucifer’s in the third millennium before Christ, of Christ’s at the turn of the eras, and the approaching incarnation of Ahriman. These, according to Steiner, are a matter of ‘humanity incarnations’ that are played out around the axis of the eras bce and ce. Lucifer and Ahriman have been operating in the evolution of earthly humanity for much longer periods than this. Lucifer, however, only appeared ‘in human form’ in the third millennium before Christ in ‘eastern Asia’—or, as Steiner stated more specifically, in China—in the biography of an individual who had grown up in a family that served the mysteries.14 From the age of 40 onwards, this individual permeated the mystery content with the power of intellectual discernment, and thus—as a real incarnation of Lucifer—ushered in a new epoch of development. (‘He was the first person able to use the organs of human reason, but only based on the mysteries.’15) The luciferic wisdom that was enabled by this radiated out as ‘ancient primal wisdom’, not only through all the culture of Asia, but even influenced the Hellenic period; indeed, it was even a determining factor in Greek culture, including its highly developed philosophy. Only Judaism, according to Steiner, in the development of its own unique forces of conscience and morality, opposed the luciferic influence which was otherwise dominant everywhere, even eventually leaving its mark on gnosticism. In this way Lucifer or the luciferic impulse had nevertheless made it possible for human beings to receive the Christ-impulse in their thinking, feeling, and sensibilities, and thus had a partially beneficial effect—‘into the best of what Lucifer gave to human beings, the Christ-impulse shone’.16 ‘They [the Gnostics] understood Christ through what people had absorbed from Lucifer.’ Steiner had spoken on numerous occasions in other lectures about the problematic rejection of worldly and bodily matters, or the one-sidedness of gnosticism and, in his lecture in Bern on 4 November 1919, he characterized the four traditional Gospels as the necessary ‘counterbalance’ to the luciferic influence in gnosticism.17 The gnostic movement was nevertheless of great significance and, from a spiritual-historic point of view, also necessary. The effects of Lucifer’s incarnation, according to Steiner, continued into the fourth Christian century; after this, Ahriman’s influence became more powerful.


*


The working of Ahriman will intensify until his actual incarnation in the third Christian millennium, until his ‘western incarnation’—his incarnation in the West—about which Steiner spoke in his first lecture on this theme on 27 October 1919. Up to the end of December 1919 the focus of his verbal presentation of this coming world-historic event is never the event itself in any detail, but rather Ahriman’s long preparations on the path towards it, his ‘machinations’ by which he ushers in the ‘triumph of his incarnation’. He creates ‘instruments’, according to Steiner, ‘through which he prepares what is to come’,18 not least among which are ‘certain modes of thinking and conceptualizing’, which play into his hands. ‘For, you see, Ahriman prepares for his objective very well.’19 What is ideal for him is when ‘sleeping’ human beings regard his ‘machinations’ as something good, modern, necessary, and absolutely progressive, as something ‘appropriate for human evolution’.20


What, in detail, are these preparations and instruments that Steiner spoke about at the end of 1919?


He cites among other things the tendency to elevate an intellectual and rationalistic natural science to absolute and quasi-religious terms, to scientism or, according to Steiner, to the ‘superstition’ that research based on sensory empiricism is by definition the only path to ‘the truth’. Ahriman has the ‘very greatest interest’ in such a development. In Zurich, on 27 October 1919, Steiner said:




He would have the greatest success, would experience the strongest triumph, if it could be brought about that the scientific superstition that has taken hold of all circles today, and according to which people even want to arrange their social sciences, were to dominate into the third millennium, and if Ahriman could come to the world as a human being within western civilization and find scientific superstition there.21





Among other things, Steiner includes in this ‘scientific superstition’ that is to become practical reality, the mathematical and mechanical perception and research of the cosmos, whose method postulates the cosmos to be a great ‘mechanism’, and astrophysics and astrochemistry the sole means by which knowledge of ‘celestial space’ can be acquired. Becoming increasingly widespread and popularized is the notion that ‘what surrounds the Earth [...] is devoid of spirit, devoid of soul, and even devoid of life.’22


Steiner also spoke about how satisfying economic needs and distracting the populace of the well-to-do industrial nations was a targeted strategy in Ahriman’s preparation, by which humanity was to be deluded about its ‘most important concerns’. He spoke about the promotion of ‘the economist type’, who would become increasingly dominant and in the end would even completely dominate political activity—’the rulers are merely the henchmen of economist individuals’.23 In the future, everything other than economic reality would be regarded as no longer relevant, including the world of ideas; universities would then be dominated by nominalism, ‘life in words’, and intellectual theories. Even the knowledge preserved in libraries, that no longer finds its way into life, is regarded by Steiner in this context as ‘good promotional material for Ahriman’.24
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