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SYNOPSIS




In “The Other Gods” by H.P. Lovecraft, the high priest Barzai the Wise embarks on a daring climb to the peak of Mount Hatheg-Kla, seeking to witness the elder gods in their celestial glory. Accompanied by his disciple Atal, Barzai's hubris leads him beyond the boundaries of mortal knowledge. However, as he ascends, he discovers that there are powers far greater and more terrifying than he imagined—beings who guard their secrets jealously and do not tolerate mortal intrusion.








Keywords


Forbidden knowledge, Cosmic horror, Hubris








NOTICE




This text is a work in the public domain and reflects the norms, values and perspectives of its time. Some readers may find parts of this content offensive or disturbing, given the evolution in social norms and in our collective understanding of issues of equality, human rights and mutual respect. We ask readers to approach this material with an understanding of the historical era in which it was written, recognizing that it may contain language, ideas or descriptions that are incompatible with today's ethical and moral standards.




Names from foreign languages will be preserved in their original form, with no translation.
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Atop

the tallest of earth’s peaks dwell the gods of earth, and suffer no man to tell

that he has looked upon them. Lesser peaks they once inhabited; but ever the

men from the plains would scale the slopes of rock and snow, driving the gods

to higher and higher mountains till now only the last remains. When they left

their older peaks they took with them all signs of themselves; save once, it is

said, when they left a carven image on the face of the mountain which they

called Ngranek.




But now they have betaken

themselves to unknown Kadath in the cold waste where no man treads, and are

grown stern, having no higher peak whereto to flee at the coming of men. They

are grown stern, and where once they suffered men to displace them, they now

forbid men to come, or coming, to depart. It is well for men that they know not

of Kadath in the cold waste, else they would seek injudiciously to scale it.




Sometimes when earth’s gods are

homesick they visit in the still night the peaks where once they dwelt, and

weep softly as they try to play in the olden way on remembered slopes. Men have

felt the tears of the gods on white-capped Thurai, though they have thought it

rain; and have heard the sighs of the gods in the plaintive dawn-winds of

Lerion. In cloud-ships the gods are wont to travel, and wise cotters have

legends that keep them from certain high peaks at night when it is cloudy, for

the gods are not lenient as of old.
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