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Emma Watson






This article is about the actress. For other people named Emma Watson, see Emma Watson (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Not to be confused with Emily Watson[image: External link].

Emma Charlotte Duerre Watson (born 15 April 1990)[4] is a British actress, model, and activist. Born in Paris and brought up in Oxfordshire, Watson attended the Dragon School and trained as an actress at the Oxford branch of Stagecoach Theatre Arts. She rose to prominence after landing her first professional acting role as Hermione Granger in the Harry Potter film series, having acted only in school plays previously.[5] Watson appeared in all eight Harry Potter films from 2001 to 2011, earning worldwide fame, critical accolades, and around $60 million.[6]

Watson continued to work outside of the Harry Potter films, lending her voice to The Tale of Despereaux (2008) and appearing in the 2007 television adaptation of the novel Ballet Shoes. Since then, she has taken on starring roles in The Perks of Being a Wallflower (2012) and The Bling Ring (2013), made a brief appearance as an exaggerated version of herself in This Is the End (2013),[7] and portrayed the title character's adopted daughter in Noah (2014).[8] In 2017, she portrayed Belle in a live-action adaptation of Beauty and the Beast[image: External link]. Her other releases include Regression (2015), Colonia (2015) and The Circle (2017).

From 2011 to 2014, Watson split her time between working on film projects and continuing her education, studying at Brown University and Worcester College, Oxford and graduating from Brown with a bachelor's degree in English literature in May 2014.[9] Her modelling work has included campaigns for Burberry and Lancôme.[10][11] As a fashion consultant, she helped create a line of clothing for People Tree.[12] She was honoured by the British Academy of Film and Television Arts in 2014, winning for British Artist of the Year.[13] That same year, she was appointed as a UN Women Goodwill Ambassador and helped launch the UN Women campaign HeForShe, which calls for men to advocate gender equality.[14]



TOP
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 Early life




Watson was born in Paris, France, the daughter of English lawyers Jacqueline Luesby and Chris Watson.[4][15][16] Watson lived in Paris until the age of five. Her parents separated when she was young; following their divorce, Watson moved back to England to live with her mother in Oxfordshire while spending weekends at her father's house in London.[4][17] Watson has stated that she speaks some French, though "not as well" as she used to.[18] After moving to Oxford with her mother and brother, she attended the Dragon School in Oxford, remaining there until 2003.[4] From the age of six, she wanted to become an actress,[19] and trained at the Oxford branch of Stagecoach Theatre Arts, a part-time theatre school where she studied singing, dancing, and acting.[20]

By the age of ten, Watson had performed in various Stagecoach productions and school plays, including Arthur: The Young Years and The Happy Prince,[21] but she had never acted professionally before the Harry Potter series. Following the Dragon School, Watson moved on to Headington School.[4] While on film sets, she and her peers were tutored for up to five hours a day.[22] In June 2006, she took GCSE[image: External link] school examinations in ten subjects, achieving eight A* and two A grades.[4][23]
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 Career





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1999–2003: Beginnings and breakthrough




In 1999, casting began for Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone (released as Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone in the United States), the film adaptation of British author J. K. Rowling[image: External link]'s best-selling novel. Casting agents found Watson through her Oxford theatre teacher, and producers were impressed by her confidence. After eight auditions, producer David Heyman told Watson and fellow applicants Daniel Radcliffe and Rupert Grint that they had been cast for the roles of the schoolfriends Hermione Granger, Harry Potter and Ron Weasley, respectively. Rowling supported Watson from her first screen test.[19]

The release of Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone in 2001 was Watson's debut screen performance. The film broke records for opening-day sales and opening-weekend takings and was the highest-grossing film of 2001.[24][25] Critics praised the performances of the three leads, often singling out Watson for particular acclaim; The Daily Telegraph called her performance "admirable",[26] and IGN said she "stole the show".[27] Watson was nominated for five awards for her performance in Philosopher's Stone, winning the Young Artist Award for Leading Young Actress.[28]

A year later, Watson again starred as Hermione in Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets, the second instalment of the series. Reviewers praised the lead actors' performances. The Los Angeles Times said Watson and her peers had matured between films,[29] while The Times criticised director Chris Columbus for "under-employing" Watson's hugely popular character.[30] Watson received an Otto Award from the German magazine Bravo for her performance.[31]
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 2004–2011: Continued success with Harry Potter and other roles




In 2004, Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban was released. Watson was appreciative of the more assertive role Hermione played, calling her character "charismatic" and "a fantastic role to play".[32] Although critics panned Radcliffe's performance, labelling him "wooden", they praised Watson; The New York Times lauded her performance, saying "Luckily Mr. Radcliffe's blandness is offset by Ms. Watson's spiky impatience. Harry may show off his expanding wizardly skills ... but Hermione ... earns the loudest applause with a decidedly unmagical punch to Draco Malfoy's deserving nose."[33] Although Prisoner of Azkaban proved to be the lowest-grossing Harry Potter film of the entire series, Watson's personal performance won her two Otto Awards and the Child Performance of the Year award from Total Film.[34][35]

With Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire (2005), both Watson and the Harry Potter film series reached new milestones. The film set records for a Harry Potter opening weekend, a non-May opening weekend in the US, and an opening weekend in the UK. Critics praised the increasing maturity of Watson and her teenage co-stars; The New York Times called her performance "touchingly earnest".[36] For Watson, much of the humour of the film sprang from the tension among the three lead characters as they matured. She said, "I loved all the arguing. ... I think it's much more realistic that they would argue and that there would be problems."[37] Nominated for three awards for Goblet of Fire, Watson won a bronze Otto Award.[38][39] Later that year, Watson became the youngest person to appear on the cover of Teen Vogue,[40] an appearance she reprised in August 2009.[41] In 2006, Watson played Hermione in The Queen's Handbag, a special mini-episode of Harry Potter in celebration of Queen Elizabeth II's 80th birthday.[42]

The fifth film in the Harry Potter franchise, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, was released in 2007. A huge financial success, the film set a record worldwide opening-weekend gross of $332.7 million.[43] Watson won the inaugural National Movie Award for Best Female Performance.[44] As the fame of the actress and the series continued, Watson and fellow Harry Potter co-stars Daniel Radcliffe and Rupert Grint left imprints of their hands, feet and wands in front of Grauman's Chinese Theatre in Hollywood on 9 July 2007.[45]

By July 2007, Watson's work in the Harry Potter series was said to have earned her more than £10 million, and she acknowledged she would never have to work for money again.[46] In March 2009, she was ranked 6th on the Forbes list of "Most Valuable Young Stars",[47] and in February 2010, she was named as Hollywood's highest paid female star, having earned an estimated £19 million in 2009.[48]

Despite the success of Order of the Phoenix, the future of the Harry Potter franchise became surrounded in doubt, as all three lead actors were hesitant to sign on to continue their roles for the final two episodes.[49] Radcliffe eventually signed for the final films on 2 March 2007,[49] but Watson was considerably more hesitant.[50] She explained that the decision was significant, as the films represented a further four-year commitment to the role, but eventually conceded that she "could never let [the role of] Hermione go",[51] signing for the role on 23 March 2007.[52]

Watson's first non-Potter role was the 2007 BBC film Ballet Shoes, an adaptation of the novel of the same title by Noel Streatfeild.[53][54] The film's director, Sandra Goldbacher, commented that Watson was "perfect" for the starring role of aspiring actress Pauline Fossil: "She has a piercing, delicate aura that makes you want to gaze and gaze at her."[55] Ballet Shoes was broadcast in the UK on Boxing Day 2007 to an audience of 5.7 million viewers, to mixed reviews.[56][57][58]

Watson also lent her voice to the role of Princess Pea in the animated film The Tale of Despereaux, a children's comedy starring Matthew Broderick, with Harry Potter co-star Robbie Coltrane (Rubeus Hagrid) also starring in the film.[59] The Tale of Despereaux was released in December 2008 and grossed $87 million worldwide.[60]

Principal photography for the sixth Harry Potter film began in late 2007, with Watson's part being filmed from 18 December to 17 May 2008.[61][62] Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince[image: External link] premiered on 15 July 2009,[63] having been delayed from November 2008.[64] With the lead actors now in their late teens, critics were increasingly willing to review them on the same level as the rest of the film's all-star cast, which the Los Angeles Times described as "a comprehensive guide to contemporary UK acting".[65] The Washington Post felt Watson to have given "[her] most charming performance to date",[66] while The Daily Telegraph described the lead actors as "newly liberated and energised, eager to give all they have to what's left of the series".[67] In December 2008, Watson stated she wanted to go to university after she completed the Potter series.[68]

Watson's filming for the final instalment, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, began on 18 February 2009[69] and ended on 12 June 2010.[70] For financial and scripting reasons, the original book was divided into two films which were shot consecutively.[71][72] Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 1 was released in November 2010 while the second film was released in July 2011.

She also appeared in a music video for One Night Only, after meeting lead singer George Craig at the 2010 Winter/Summer Burberry advertising campaign. The video, "Say You Don't Want It", was screened on Channel 4 on 26 June 2010 and released on 16 August.[73] In her first post-Harry Potter film, Watson appeared in 2011's My Week with Marilyn as Lucy, a wardrobe assistant who is flirted with by the main character, Colin Clark, and has a few dates with him.[74][75]
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 2012–present




In May 2010, Watson was reported to be in talks to star in a film adaptation of The Perks of Being a Wallflower.[76] Filming began in summer 2011, and the film was released in September 2012.[77]

In The Bling Ring (2013), Watson stars as Nicki. The film is based on the real-life Bling Ring robberies, with Watson playing a fictionalised version of Alexis Neiers, a television personality who was one of seven teenagers involved in the robberies. While the film mostly received mixed reviews, critics gave almost unanimous praise for Watson's portrayal of Nicki in the film. Watson also had a supporting role in the apocalyptic comedy This Is the End (2013), in which she, Seth Rogen, James Franco and many others played "exaggerated versions of themselves"[7] and Watson memorably dropped the " f-bomb[image: External link]".[78] She said she could not pass up the opportunity to make her first comedy and "work with some of the best comedians ... in the world right now".[79]

In June 2012, Watson was confirmed for the role as Ila in Darren Aronofsky's Noah, which began filming the following month, and was released in March 2014.[8] In March 2013, it was reported that Watson was in negotiations to star as the title character in a live-action Disney adaptation of Cinderella.[80] Kenneth Branagh[image: External link] was attached to direct the adaptation, while Cate Blanchett had reportedly agreed to play the evil stepmother. Watson was offered the role, but turned it down because she did not connect with the character.[81][82]

In October 2013, Watson was chosen as the Woman of the Year by British GQ.[83] That same month, she was one of two British actors to land atop a readers' poll of the sexiest movie stars of 2013, beating Scarlett Johansson and Jennifer Lawrence for the actresses' title in an online poll of more than 50,000 film fans. Benedict Cumberbatch took the men's vote.[84]

Watson joined Judi Dench, Robert Downey Jr., Mike Leigh[image: External link], Julia Louis-Dreyfus, and Mark Ruffalo as recipients of the 2014 Britannia Awards, presented on 30 October in Los Angeles. Watson won for British Artist of the Year and dedicated her award to Millie, her pet hamster who died as Watson filmed Philosopher's Stone.[13] 2015 releases in which Watson starred include two thriller films; first Colonia, co-starring Daniel Brühl and Michael Nyqvist;[85] and second Regression by Alejandro Amenábar, alongside Ethan Hawke and her Harry Potter colleague David Thewlis.[86][87] Both received generally negative reviews.[88][89]

In February 2016, Watson announced she was taking a year-long break from acting. She planned to spend the time on her "personal development" and her women's rights work.[90]

She played Belle in the 2017 live-action Disney adaptation[image: External link] of Beauty and the Beast, opposite Dan Stevens as the Beast.[91] The film earned over $1.2 billion at the box office, which as of June 2017, made it the highest-grossing film of 2017 and the 10th highest-grossing film of all time. Her reported fee was $3 million upfront with profit participation bringing her total to $15 million.[6] Later that year she starred opposite Tom Hanks in the film adaptation of Dave Eggers's novel The Circle, playing Mae Holland, a young tech worker who takes a job at a powerful Internet corporation, only to find herself in a perilous situation concerning privacy, surveillance and freedom.[92] The film, directed by James Ponsoldt, was released on April 28, 2017 to negative reviews.
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 Upcoming projects




Watson has been attached to several as-yet unmade projects. She was set to play Emma Forrest in a film adaptation of Forrest's memoir Your Voice in My Head. At one time, Harry Potter director David Yates was set to helm.[93][94] She has also been scheduled to work with Harry Potter producer David Heyman on the film Queen of the Tearling, based on a yet-to-be-released book trilogy. She was cast to play heroine Kelsea Glynn as well as being an executive producer.[95][96] It has also been reported that Watson will star in While We're Young, the film adaptation of Adena Halpern's 2010 novel 29, which focuses on a young-at-heart grandmother who would rather spend time with her granddaughter (Watson) than her daughter. The film was set to be directed by Stephen Chbosky, with whom Watson collaborated on The Perks of Being a Wallflower.[97]
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 Modelling and fashion




In 2005, Watson began her modelling career with a photo shoot for Teen Vogue and was the youngest star to grace its cover.[2] Three years later, the British press reported that Watson was to replace Keira Knightley as the face of the fashion house Chanel, but this was denied by both parties.[98] In June 2009, following several months of rumours, Watson confirmed that she would be partnering with Burberry as the face of their Autumn/Winter 2009 campaign, for which she received an estimated six-figure fee.[10][99] She also appeared in Burberry's 2010 Spring/Summer campaign alongside her brother Alex, musicians George Craig and Matt Gilmour, and model Max Hurd.[100] In February 2011, Watson was awarded the Style Icon award from British Elle by Dame Vivienne Westwood.[101] Watson continued her involvement in fashion advertising when she announced she had been chosen as the face of Lancôme in March 2011.[11]

In September 2009, Watson announced her involvement with People Tree, a Fair Trade fashion brand.[12] Watson worked as a creative advisor for the company to create a spring line of clothing, which was released in February 2010;[12][102] the range featured styles inspired by southern France and London.[102][103] The collection, described by The Times as "very clever" despite their "quiet hope that [she] would become tangled at the first hemp-woven hurdle",[104] was widely publicised in magazines such as Teen Vogue,[105] Cosmopolitan, and People. Watson, who was not paid for the collaboration,[106] admitted that competition for the range was minimal,[104] but argued that "Fashion is a great way to empower people and give them skills; rather than give cash to charity you can help people by buying the clothes they make and supporting things they take pride in"; adding, "I think young people like me are becoming increasingly aware of the humanitarian issues surrounding fast fashion and want to make good choices but there aren't many options out there."[104] Watson continued her involvement with People Tree, resulting in the release of a 2010 Autumn/Winter collection.[107]

Watson was awarded Best British Style at the 2014 British Fashion Awards. The competition included David Beckham, Amal Clooney, Kate Moss and Keira Knightley.[108]
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 Education




After leaving school, Watson took a gap year[109] to film Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows beginning in February 2009,[72] but said she intended to continue her studies[68] and later confirmed that she had chosen Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island.[110] In March 2011, after 18 months at the university, Watson announced that she was deferring her course for "a semester or two",[111] though she attended Worcester College, Oxford during the 2011–12 academic year as a "visiting student".[112]

Watson told Ellen DeGeneres just before graduation that it took five years to finish instead of four because, due to her acting work, she "ended up taking two full semesters off".[113] On 25 May 2014, she graduated from Brown University with a bachelor's degree in English literature.[9] In 2013, she became certified to teach yoga and meditation. As part of this certification, she attended a week-long meditation course at a Canadian facility, in which residents are not allowed to speak, in order "to figure out how to be at home with myself".[114][115] She told Elle Australia that an uncertain future meant finding "a way to always feel safe and at home within myself. Because I can never rely on a physical place."[116]
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 Personal life




While working on the film Noah, Watson was questioned about her faith, and she described herself as a spiritual Universalist.[117]
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 Women's rights work




Watson has promoted education for girls, visiting Bangladesh and Zambia to do so.[118] In July 2014, she was appointed as a UN Women Goodwill Ambassador.[14] In September that year, an admittedly nervous Watson[119] delivered an address at UN Headquarters in New York City to launch the UN Women campaign HeForShe, which calls for men to advocate for gender equality. In that speech she said she began questioning gender-based assumptions at age eight when she was called "bossy" (a trait she has attributed[120] to her being a "perfectionist") whilst boys were not, and at 14 when she was "sexualised by certain elements of the media".[121] Watson's speech also called feminism "the belief that men and women should have equal rights and opportunities" and declared that the perception of "man-hating" is something that "has to stop".[119] Watson later said she received threats within 12 hours of making the speech, which left her "raging. ... If they were trying to put me off [of doing this work], it did the opposite".[122] In 2015, Malala Yousafzai told Watson she decided to call herself a feminist after hearing Watson's speech.[123]

Also in September, Watson made her first country visit as a UN Women Goodwill Ambassador to Uruguay where she gave a speech highlighting the need for women's political participation.[124] In December, the Ms. Foundation for Women named Watson its Feminist Celebrity of 2014 following an online poll.[125] Watson also gave a speech about gender equality in January 2015, at the World Economic Forum's annual winter meeting.[126]

Watson took the top spot on the AskMen "Top 99 Outstanding Women 2015" list on the strength of having "thrown her back" into women's rights issues.[127] The day after she turned 25, Watson placed number 26 on the TIME 100 list of the world's most influential people; her first-ever appearance on the list. For its recap, former New York Times editor Jill Abramson noted Watson's "gutsy, smart take on feminism" and called the effort to get men involved "refreshing".[128]

In January 2016, Emma Watson started a feminist Goodreads book club: Our Shared Shelf.[129] The goal of the club is to share feminist ideas and encourage discussion on the topic. One book is selected per month and is discussed in the last week of that month.[129] The first book to be selected was My Life on the Road by Gloria Steinem, whom Emma Watson would later interview on 24 February at the How to: Academy in London.[130][131]

Watson was criticised in March 2017 for a photograph published by Vanity Fair in which her breasts are partly visible; some in the news media accused Watson of hypocrisy. Watson was confused by the backlash, arguing that feminism "is not a stick with which to beat other women" but is instead about freedom, liberation and equality. "I really don't see what my tits have to do with it".[132]
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 Filmography






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Director
	Notes



	2001
	Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone
	Hermione Granger
	Chris Columbus
	Also known as Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone



	2002
	Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets
	



	2004
	Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban
	Alfonso Cuarón
	



	2005
	Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire
	Mike Newell
	



	2007
	Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix
	David Yates
	



	Ballet Shoes
	Pauline Fossil
	Sandra Goldbacher
	Television film



	2008
	Tale of Despereaux, TheThe Tale of Despereaux
	Princess Pea
	Sam Fell

Robert Stevenhagen
	Voice



	2009
	Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince[image: External link]
	Hermione Granger
	David Yates
	



	2010
	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 1
	



	2011
	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2
	



	My Week with Marilyn
	Lucy
	Simon Curtis
	



	2012
	Perks of Being a Wallflower, TheThe Perks of Being a Wallflower
	Sam
	Stephen Chbosky
	



	2013
	This Is the End
	Herself
	Seth Rogen

Evan Goldberg
	



	Bling Ring, TheThe Bling Ring
	Nicki Moore
	Sofia Coppola
	



	2014
	Noah
	Ila
	Darren Aronofsky
	



	2015
	The Vicar of Dibley
	Reverend Iris
	Andrew Gaynord
	Television programme; episode: "The Bishop of Dibley[image: External link]"[133]



	Colonia
	Lena
	Florian Gallenberger
	



	Regression
	Angela Gray
	Alejandro Amenábar
	



	2017
	Beauty and the Beast[image: External link]
	Belle
	Bill Condon
	



	The Circle
	Mae Holland
	James Ponsoldt
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 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Organisation
	Award
	Work
	Result
	Ref



	2002
	Saturn Awards
	Best Young Actor
	Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone
	Nominated
	[134]



	Phoenix Film Critics Society Awards
	Best Youth Performance
	Nominated
	[135]



	Empire Awards
	Best Debut (shared with Daniel Radcliffe and Rupert Grint)
	Nominated
	[136]



	Young Artist Awards
	Best Performance in a Feature Film – Leading Young Actress
	Won
	[28]



	Best Ensemble in a Feature Film (shared with Rupert Grint and Tom Felton)
	Nominated



	2003
	Phoenix Film Critics Society Awards
	Best Acting Ensemble
	Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets
	Nominated
	[135]



	Best Performance by a Youth in a Leading or Supporting Role – Female
	Won



	2005
	Critics' Choice Awards
	Best Young Actress
	Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban
	Nominated
	[137]



	2006
	Best Young Actress
	Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire
	Nominated



	Australian Kids' Choice Awards
	Favourite Female Movie Star
	Nominated
	[138]



	MTV Movie Awards
	Best On-Screen Team
	Nominated
	[39]



	2007
	National Movie Awards
	Best Performance by a Female
	Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix
	Won
	[139]



	2008
	Empire Awards
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[140]



	2010
	People's Choice Awards
	Favorite On-Screen Team
	Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[141]



	MTV Movie Awards
	Best Female Performance
	Nominated
	[142]



	Teen Choice Awards
	Actress Fantasy
	Nominated
	[143]



	2011
	Capri Art Film Festival Awards
	Best Ensemble Cast Award
	My Week with Marilyn
	Won
	[144]



	Kids' Choice Awards
	Favorite Movie Actress
	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 1
	Nominated
	[145]



	People's Choice Awards
	Favorite Movie Star (Under 25)
	Nominated
	[146]



	Empire Awards
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[147]



	National Movie Awards
	Performance of the Year
	Nominated
	[148]



	MTV Movie Awards
	Best Female Performance
	Nominated
	[149]



	Best Kiss (shared with Daniel Radcliffe)
	Nominated



	Best Fight (shared with Daniel Radcliffe, Rupert Grint, Arben Bajraktaraj and Rod Hunt)
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice Movie: Actress Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Won
	[150]



	Choice Movie: Liplock (shared with Daniel Radcliffe)
	Won



	Choice Summer Movie: Female
	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2
	Won



	2012
	Kids' Choice Awards
	Favorite Movie Actress
	Nominated
	[151]



	People's Choice Awards
	Favorite Ensemble Movie Cast
	Won
	[152]



	Favorite Movie Star (Under 25)
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards
	Best Supporting Actress
	Nominated
	[153]



	MTV Movie Awards
	Best Female Performance
	Nominated
	[154]



	Best Kiss (shared with Rupert Grint)
	Nominated



	Best Cast (shared with Daniel Radcliffe, Rupert Grint and Tom Felton)
	Won



	Phoenix Film Critics Society Awards
	Best Actress in a Supporting Role
	The Perks of Being a Wallflower
	Nominated
	[135]



	San Diego Film Critics Society Awards
	Best Supporting Actress
	Won
	[155]



	Best Ensemble Performance
	Won



	Boston Society of Film Critics Awards
	Best Supporting Actress
	Runner-up
	[156]



	2013
	People's Choice Awards
	Favourite Drama Movie Actress
	Won
	[157]



	MTV Movie Awards
	Best Female Performance
	Nominated
	[158]



	Best Kiss (shared with Logan Lerman)
	Nominated



	Best Musical Moment (shared with Logan Lerman and Ezra Miller)
	Nominated



	MTV Trailblazer Award
	Won



	Teen Choice Awards
	Actress Drama
	Won
	[159]



	Movie – Liplock (shared with Logan Lerman)
	Nominated
	



	Choice Style Icon
	N/A
	Nominated
	[160]



	2014
	People's Choice Awards
	Favorite Comedic Movie Actress
	This Is the End
	Nominated
	[161]



	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice Movie Actress: Drama
	Noah
	Nominated
	[162]



	Britannia Awards
	British Artist of the Year
	N/A
	Won
	[163]



	British Fashion Awards
	Best British Style
	N/A
	Won
	[108]



	2017
	MTV Movie & TV Awards
	Best Performance in a Movie
	Beauty and the Beast[image: External link]
	Won
	[164]



	Best Kiss (shared with Dan Stevens)
	Nominated
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2013 Cannes Film Festival






The 66th annual Cannes Film Festival took place in Cannes, France, from 15 to 26 May 2013.[1] Steven Spielberg[image: External link] was the head of the jury for the main competition.[2] New Zealand film director Jane Campion[image: External link] was the head of the jury for the Cinéfondation and Short Film sections.[3] French actress Audrey Tautou[image: External link] hosted the opening and closing ceremonies.[4] Actress Kim Novak[image: External link] was named guest of honour and introduced a new restored version of Alfred Hitchcock[image: External link]'s Vertigo[image: External link].[5]

The festival opened with The Great Gatsby[image: External link],[6][7] directed by Baz Luhrmann[image: External link] and closed with Zulu[image: External link], directed by Jérôme Salle[image: External link].[8][9] The film poster for the festival featured Paul Newman[image: External link] and his wife Joanne Woodward[image: External link].[10] The Bling Ring, directed by Sofia Coppola, opened the Un Certain Regard[image: External link] section.[11]

The French film Blue Is the Warmest Colour[image: External link] won the Palme d'Or[image: External link]. In an unprecedented move, along with the director, the Jury decided to take "the exceptional step" of awarding the film's two main actresses, Adèle Exarchopoulos[image: External link] and Léa Seydoux[image: External link], with the Palme d'Or.[12][13]

On the occasion of 100 Years of Indian Cinema[image: External link], India was the Official Guest Country at the 2013 Cannes Film Festival. Seven Indian feature films were premiered among various sections on the festival.[14][15][16] Actress Vidya Balan[image: External link] was one of the official Jury of the festival.[17] The first Incredible India[image: External link] Exhibition, a joint participation of the Ministry of Tourism[image: External link] and Ministry of Information and Broadcasting[image: External link], Republic of India[image: External link] was inaugurated by Indian delegate Chiranjeevi[image: External link].[18][19]



TOP
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The following films have been selected for the In Competition section:[20][21][22]





	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	Production country



	Only God Forgives[image: External link]
	Only God Forgives
	Nicolas Winding Refn[image: External link]
	France, Denmark



	Venus in Fur[image: External link]
	La Vénus à la fourrure
	Roman Polanski[image: External link]
	France



	Inside Llewyn Davis[image: External link]
	Inside Llewyn Davis
	Joel and Ethan Coen[image: External link]
	United States



	Borgman[image: External link]
	Borgman
	Alex van Warmerdam[image: External link]
	Netherlands



	The Great Beauty[image: External link]
	La grande bellezza
	Paolo Sorrentino[image: External link]
	Italy, France



	Behind the Candelabra[image: External link]
	Behind the Candelabra
	Steven Soderbergh[image: External link]
	United States



	Nebraska[image: External link]
	Nebraska
	Alexander Payne[image: External link]
	United States



	Young & Beautiful[image: External link]
	Jeune & Jolie
	François Ozon[image: External link]
	France



	Blue Is the Warmest Colour[image: External link] †
	La Vie d'Adèle – Chapitres 1 & 2
	Abdellatif Kechiche[image: External link]
	France, Belgium, Spain



	Shield of Straw[image: External link]
	Wara no Tate
	Takashi Miike[image: External link]
	Japan



	Like Father, like Son[image: External link]
	Soshite Chichi ni Naru
	Hirokazu Koreeda[image: External link]
	Japan



	A Touch of Sin[image: External link]
	Tian zhu ding
	Jia Zhangke[image: External link]
	China



	Grigris[image: External link]
	Grigris
	Mahamat Saleh Haroun[image: External link]
	Chad



	The Immigrant[image: External link]
	The Immigrant
	James Gray[image: External link]
	United States



	Heli[image: External link]
	Heli
	Amat Escalante[image: External link]
	Mexico



	The Past[image: External link]
	Le Passé
	Asghar Farhadi[image: External link]
	France, Iran



	Jimmy P: Psychotherapy of a Plains Indian[image: External link]
	Jimmy P: Psychotherapy of a Plains Indian
	Arnaud Desplechin[image: External link]
	France



	Michael Kohlhaas[image: External link]
	Michael Kohlhaas
	Arnaud des Pallières[image: External link]
	France, Germany



	A Castle in Italy[image: External link]
	Un château en Italie
	Valeria Bruni Tedeschi[image: External link]
	France



	Only Lovers Left Alive[image: External link]
	Only Lovers Left Alive
	Jim Jarmusch[image: External link]
	United Kingdom, Germany
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 Un Certain Regard




The following films have been selected in the Un Certain Regard[image: External link] section:[20]



	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	Production country



	The Bling Ring
	The Bling Ring
	Sofia Coppola
	United States



	Omar[image: External link]
	Omar
	Hany Abu-Assad[image: External link]
	Palestine



	Death March[image: External link]
	Death March
	Adolfo Alix, Jr.[image: External link]
	Philippines



	Fruitvale Station[image: External link]*
	Fruitvale Station
	Ryan Coogler[image: External link]
	United States



	Bastards[image: External link]
	Les Salauds
	Claire Denis[image: External link]
	France



	Norte, the End of History[image: External link]
	Norte, hangganan ng kasaysayan
	Lav Diaz[image: External link]
	Philippines



	As I Lay Dying[image: External link]
	As I Lay Dying
	James Franco
	United States



	Miele[image: External link]*
	Miele
	Valeria Golino[image: External link]
	Italy, France



	Stranger by the Lake[image: External link]
	L'Inconnu du lac
	Alain Guiraudie[image: External link]
	France



	Bends[image: External link]*
	Bends
	Flora Lau
	Hong Kong



	The Missing Picture[image: External link] †
	L'image manquante
	Rithy Panh[image: External link]
	Cambodia



	The Golden Cage[image: External link]*
	La jaula de oro
	Diego Quemada-Diez
	Mexico



	Manuscripts Don't Burn[image: External link]
	Dast-Neveshtehaa Nemisoozand
	Mohammad Rasoulof[image: External link]
	Iran



	Sarah Prefers to Run[image: External link]*
	Sarah préfère la course
	Chloé Robichaud[image: External link]
	Canada



	Grand Central[image: External link]
	Grand Central
	Rebecca Zlotowski[image: External link]
	France



	My Sweet Pepper Land[image: External link]
	My Sweet Pepper Land
	Huner Saleem[image: External link]
	France, Germany



	Wakolda[image: External link]
	Wakolda
	Lucía Puenzo[image: External link]
	Argentina, Spain



	Nothing Bad Can Happen[image: External link]*
	Tore tanzt
	Katrin Gebbe[image: External link]
	Germany
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 Out of Competition




The following films were selected to play out of competition:[20]



	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	Production country



	Blood Ties[image: External link]
	Blood Ties
	Guillaume Canet[image: External link]
	France, United States



	All Is Lost[image: External link]
	All Is Lost
	J. C. Chandor[image: External link]
	United States



	The Last of the Unjust[image: External link] ( fr[image: External link]; de[image: External link])
	Le dernier des injustes
	Claude Lanzmann[image: External link]
	France



	The Great Gatsby[image: External link] – opening film
	The Great Gatsby
	Baz Luhrmann[image: External link]
	United States



	Zulu[image: External link] – closing film
	Zulu
	Jérôme Salle[image: External link]
	France





	Gala Screening





	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	Production country



	Bombay Talkies[image: External link]
	
	Anurag Kashyap[image: External link], Karan Johar[image: External link], Zoya Akhtar[image: External link], and Dibakar Banerjee[image: External link]
	India





	Midnight Screenings





	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	Production country



	Monsoon Shootout[image: External link]*
	
	Amit Kumar[image: External link]
	India



	Blind Detective[image: External link]
	盲探
	Johnnie To[image: External link]
	Hong Kong





	Jerry Lewis Tribute





	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	Production country



	Max Rose[image: External link]
	Max Rose
	Daniel Noah
	





	Special Screenings





	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	Production country



	Muhammad Ali's Greatest Fight[image: External link]
	Muhammad Ali's Greatest Fight
	Stephen Frears
	



	Stop the Pounding Heart[image: External link]
	Stop the Pounding Heart
	Roberto Minervini
	



	Weekend of a Champion[image: External link]
	Week End of a Champion
	Frank Simon and Roman Polanski[image: External link]
	



	Seduced and Abandoned[image: External link]
	Seduced and Abandoned
	James Toback[image: External link]
	



	Return to Nuke 'Em High Vol.1[image: External link]
	Return to the Class of Nuke 'Em High
	Lloyd Kaufman[image: External link]
	United States



	Bite the Dust[image: External link]
	Otdat konci
	Taisia Igumentseva
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 Short Films




Out of 3,500 submissions, the following films were selected to compete for the Short Film Palme d'Or[image: External link].[23][24]



	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	Production country



	37˚4 S
	37˚4 S
	Adriano Valerio
	France



	More Than Two Hours
	بیشتر از دو ساعت Bishtar Az Do Saat
	Ali Asgari
	Iran



	Condom Lead
	Condom Lead
	Arab and Tarzan
	Palestine



	Whale Valley
	Hvalfjörður
	Guðmundur Arnar Guðmundsson
	Denmark, Iceland



	Meteorite + Impotence
	隕石とインポテンツ Inseki to Inpotentsu
	Omoi Sasaki
	Japan



	Mont Blanc
	Mont Blanc
	Gilles Coulier[image: External link]
	Belgium



	Olena
	Olena
	Elżbieta Benkowska[image: External link]
	Poland



	Ophelia
	Ophelia
	Annarita Zambrano
	France



	Safe †
	세이프 Seipeu
	Moon Byoung-gon
	South Korea
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 Cinéfondation




The Cinéfondation section focuses on films made by students at film schools. The following 18 entries (14 fiction films and 4 animation films) were selected, out of 1,550 submissions from 277 different schools. One-third of the films selected represented schools competing for the first time. It was also the first time for a Chilean film to be selected in Cinéfondation.[24][25]



	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	School



	Asunción
	Asunción
	Camila Luna Toledo
	Pontifical Catholic University[image: External link] , Chile



	After the Winter
	Au-delà de l'hiver
	Jow Zhi Wei
	Le Fresnoy, France



	Babaga
	בבגה Babaga
	Gan de Lange
	Sam Spiegel Film and Television School[image: External link], Israel



	Fable of a Blood-Drained Girl
	Contrafábula de una niña disecada
	Alejandro Iglesias Mendizábal
	Centro de Capacitación Cinematográfica[image: External link], Mexico



	Danse Macabre
	Danse Macabre
	Małgorzata Rżanek
	Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw[image: External link], Poland



	Duet
	دوئت Duet
	Navid Danesh
	Karnameh Film School, Iran



	Waiting for the Thaw
	En attendant le dégel
	Sarah Hirtt
	INSAS[image: External link], Belgium



	Exile
	Exil
	Vladilen Vierny
	La Fémis[image: External link], France



	Going South
	Going South
	Jefferson Moneo
	Columbia University[image: External link], USA



	In the Fishbowl
	În acvariu
	Tudor Cristian Jurgiu
	UNATS[image: External link], Romania



	Tomorrow All the Things
	Mañana todas las cosas
	Sebastián Schjaer
	Universidad del Cine[image: External link], Argentina



	Needle †
	Needle
	Anahita Ghazvinizadeh
	School of the Art Institute of Chicago[image: External link], USA



	Ham Story
	O Šunce
	Eliška Chytková
	Tomas Bata University in Zlín[image: External link], Czech Republic



	Pandas
	Pandy
	Matúš Vizár
	FAMU[image: External link], Czech Republic



	The Line
	선 Seon
	Kim Soo-jin
	Chung-Ang University[image: External link], South Korea



	Stepsister
	Stepsister
	Joey Izzo
	San Francisco State University[image: External link], USA



	The Magnificent Lion Boy
	The Magnificent Lion Boy
	Ana Caro
	National Film and Television School[image: External link], UK



	The Norm of Life
	Норма жизни
	Evgeny Byalo
	BKCP[image: External link], Russia





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Parallel sections





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Directors' Fortnight




The line-up for the Directors' Fortnight[image: External link] was announced at a press conference on 23 April with the following films being selected.[26]


	Feature films





	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	Production country



	A Strange Course of Events[image: External link]
	A Strange Course of Events
	Raphaël Nadjari[image: External link]
	Israel, France



	Les Apaches ( fr[image: External link])
	Les apaches
	Thierry de Peretti
	France



	Até Ver a Luz ( fr[image: External link])
	Até ver a luz
	Basil da Cunha
	Switzerland



	Blue Ruin[image: External link]
	Blue Ruin
	Jeremy Saulnier[image: External link]
	United States



	The Congress[image: External link]
	The Congress
	Ari Folman[image: External link]
	Israel, Germany, Poland



	The Dance of Reality[image: External link]
	La danza de la realidad
	Alejandro Jodorowsky[image: External link]
	France



	L'Escale*
	L'escale
	Kaveh Bakhtiari
	Switzerland, France



	La Fille du 14 Juillet ( fr[image: External link])*
	La fille du 14 Juillet
	Antonin Peretjako
	France



	Henri[image: External link]
	Henri
	Yolande Moreau[image: External link]
	France



	Ilo Ilo[image: External link]*
	Ilo Ilo
	Anthony Chen[image: External link]
	Singapore



	Jodorowsky's Dune[image: External link]
	Jodorowsky's Dune
	Frank Pavich[image: External link]
	United States, France



	The Last Days on Mars[image: External link]*
	The Last Days on Mars
	Ruairí Robinson[image: External link]
	United Kingdom



	Me, Myself and Mum[image: External link]*
	Les garçons et Guillaume, à table!
	Guillaume Gallienne[image: External link]
	France



	Magic Magic[image: External link]
	Magic Magic
	Sebastian Silva[image: External link]
	United States



	On the Job[image: External link]
	On the Job
	Erik Matti[image: External link]
	Philippines



	The Selfish Giant[image: External link]
	The Selfish Giant
	Clio Barnard[image: External link]
	United Kingdom



	Tip Top[image: External link]
	Tip Top
	Serge Bozon[image: External link]
	France



	Ugly[image: External link]
	Ugly
	Anurag Kashyap[image: External link]
	India



	Un Voyageur
	Un voyageur
	Marcel Ophüls[image: External link]
	France



	The Summer of Flying Fish[image: External link]
	El verano de los peces voladores
	Marcela Said[image: External link]
	France, Chile



	We Are What We Are[image: External link]
	We Are What We Are
	Jim Mickle[image: External link]
	United States
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 International Critics' Week




The line-up for the International Critics’ Week[image: External link] was announced on 22 April at the section's website. The following films were selected:[27]


	Feature films





	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	Production country



	Suzanne[image: External link]
	Suzanne
	Katell Quillévéré[image: External link]
	France



	For Those in Peril[image: External link]*
	For Those in Peril
	Paul Wright
	United Kingdom



	The Dismantling[image: External link]
	Le Démantèlement
	Sébastien Pilote[image: External link]
	Canada



	The Owners*
	Los Dueños
	Agustín Toscano, Ezequiel Radusky
	Argentina



	Nos héros sont morts ce soir ( fr[image: External link])*
	Nos héros sont morts ce soir
	David Perrault
	France



	The Lunchbox[image: External link]*
	Dabba
	Ritesh Batra[image: External link]
	India, France, Germany



	The Major[image: External link]
	Майор'
	Yuri Bykov[image: External link]
	Russia



	Salvo[image: External link]*
	Salvo
	Fabio Grassadonia, Antonio Piazza
	Italy, France





	Special Screenings





	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	Production country



	Encounters After Midnight[image: External link]*
	Les rencontres d'après minuit
	Yann Gonzalez
	France



	Ain't Them Bodies Saints[image: External link]
	Ain’t Them Bodies Saints
	David Lowery[image: External link]
	United States





	Marché du Film





	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	Production country



	The Fly
	Eega[image: External link]
	S. S. Rajamouli[image: External link]
	India[28]
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 Cannes Classics




The Festival uses Cannes Classics to place the spotlight on rediscovered or restored masterworks from the past, or ones that have been re-released in theatres or on DVD.[29]



	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	Country



	The Wagoner[image: External link] (1963)
	Borom Sarret
	Ousmane Sembène[image: External link]
	Senegal



	Charulata[image: External link] (1964)
	Charulata
	Satyajit Ray[image: External link]
	India



	Cleopatra[image: External link] (1963)
	Joseph L. Mankiewicz[image: External link]
	United States, United Kingdom



	Fedora[image: External link] (1978)
	Billy Wilder[image: External link]
	United States



	Goha[image: External link] (1958)
	Jacques Baratier[image: External link]
	France, Tunisia



	Hiroshima mon amour[image: External link] (1959)
	Alain Resnais[image: External link]
	France, Japan



	The Desert of the Tartars[image: External link] (1976)
	Il deserto dei Tartari
	Valerio Zurlini[image: External link]
	Italy, France, Germany



	The Grande Bouffe[image: External link] (1973)
	La grande abbuffata
	Marco Ferreri[image: External link]
	Italy, France



	Queen Margot[image: External link] (1994)
	La Reine Margot
	Patrice Chéreau[image: External link]
	France



	Le Joli Mai[image: External link] (1963)
	Le joli mai
	Chris Marker[image: External link] and Pierre Lhomme[image: External link]
	France



	The Umbrellas of Cherbourg[image: External link] (1964)
	Les Parapluies de Cherbourg
	Jacques Demy[image: External link]
	France



	Lucky Luciano[image: External link] (1973)
	Francesco Rosi[image: External link]
	Italy



	Manila in the Claws of Light[image: External link] (1975)
	Maynila: Sa Kuko ng mga Liwanag
	Lino Brocka[image: External link]
	Philippines



	Purple Noon[image: External link] (1960)
	Plein Soleil
	René Clément[image: External link]
	France



	An Autumn Afternoon[image: External link] (1962)
	秋刀魚の味 Sanma no aji
	Yasujirō Ozu[image: External link]
	Japan



	The Apprenticeship of Duddy Kravitz[image: External link] (1974)
	Ted Kotcheff[image: External link]
	Canada



	The Last Detail[image: External link] (1973)
	Hal Ashby[image: External link]
	United States



	The Last Emperor[image: External link] 3D (1987)
	Bernardo Bertolucci[image: External link]
	China, United Kingdom, Italy



	Visions of Eight[image: External link] (1973)
	Miloš Forman[image: External link], Claude Lelouch[image: External link], Yuri Ozerov[image: External link], Mai Zetterling[image: External link], Kon Ichikawa[image: External link], John Schlesinger[image: External link], Arthur Penn[image: External link], Michael Pfleghar[image: External link]
	United States
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 Key





	


	*
	Directorial debut feature; eligible for the Caméra d'Or[image: External link]




	†
	Winner of the main award for best film in its section



	The opening and closing films are screened during the opening and closing ceremonies respectively.
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 Juries
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 Main competition





	
Steven Spielberg[image: External link], American film director (President)[30]


	
Daniel Auteuil[image: External link], French actor

	
Vidya Balan[image: External link], Indian actress

	
Naomi Kawase[image: External link], Japanese film director

	
Ang Lee, Taiwanese-American film director

	
Nicole Kidman, Australian actress

	
Cristian Mungiu[image: External link], Romanian film director

	
Lynne Ramsay[image: External link], Scottish film director

	
Christoph Waltz[image: External link], Austrian-German actor
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 Un Certain Regard





	
Thomas Vinterberg[image: External link], Danish film director (President)[31]


	
Zhang Ziyi[image: External link], Chinese actress

	
Ludivine Sagnier[image: External link], French actress

	
Ilda Santiago, Festival do Rio[image: External link] director

	
Enrique Gonzalez Macho, Spanish producer and distributor
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 Caméra d'Or





	
Agnès Varda[image: External link], French film director (President)[31]


	
Isabel Coixet[image: External link], Spanish film director

	
Régis Wargnier[image: External link], French film director

	
Chloe Rolland, Syndicat de la Critique

	
Michel Abramowicz[image: External link], AFC

	
Eric Guirado[image: External link], SRF

	
Gwenole Bruneau, FICAM
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 Cinéfondation and short films





	
Jane Campion[image: External link], New Zealand film director (President)

	
Maji-da Abdi ( fr[image: External link]), Ethiopian actress and film director

	
Nicoletta Braschi[image: External link], Italian actress and producer

	
Nandita Das[image: External link], Indian actress and film director

	
Semih Kaplanoğlu[image: External link], Turkish film director
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 International Critics' Week





	Nespresso Grand Prize[32]





	
Miguel Gomes[image: External link], Portuguese film director (President)

	Dennis Lim, American film programmer and critic

	Alin Taşçıyan, Turkish film critic

	Neil Young, English film curator and critic

	Alex Vicente, Spanish film journalist




	Discovery Award for Short Film[32]





	
Mia Hansen-Løve[image: External link], French film director (President)

	Brad Deane, Canadian film curator

	Savina Neirotti, Italian program officer for the Biennale College of Cinema

	Johannes Palermos, Swedish program coordinator at the Stockholm International Film Festival[image: External link]


	Lorna Tee, Malaysian film festival consultant and film producer




	France 4 Visionary Award[32]





	
Mia Hansen-Løve[image: External link], French film director (President)

	Luo Jin, Chinese film critic

	Eren Odabasi, Turkish film critic

	Thiago Stivaletti, Brazilian film critic

	Simon Pellegry, French film critic
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 Awards
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 Official selection




The French film Blue Is the Warmest Colour[image: External link], directed by Abdellatif Kechiche[image: External link], won the Palme d'Or[image: External link].[33] In a first for the competition, the jury decided to award the Palme d'Or to Kechiche and the actresses who star in the film: Adèle Exarchopoulos[image: External link] and Léa Seydoux[image: External link].[34] Blue Is the Warmest Colour is a coming-of-age film that tells the story of a lesbian relationship between a 15-year-old girl and an older woman.[35] It has shocked some critics with its graphic and controversial sex scenes.[35][36] A reporter for the Radio France Internationale[image: External link] stated that Kechiche paid tribute to the "Tunisian revolution" and "the right to love freely" during his acceptance speech.[37] The president of the jury, Steven Spielberg[image: External link], said "The film is a great love story … We were absolutely spellbound by the two brilliant young actresses, and the way the director observed his young players."[36] The Grand Prix[image: External link] was won by the Coen brothers[image: External link]'s Inside Llewyn Davis[image: External link], while Bruce Dern[image: External link] and Bérénice Bejo[image: External link] were awarded Best Actor[image: External link] and Best Actress[image: External link] respectively.[34]


	In Competition[12]





	
Palme d'Or[image: External link] – Blue Is the Warmest Colour[image: External link] by Abdellatif Kechiche[image: External link]

	Honorary Palme d'Or – Adèle Exarchopoulos[image: External link] and Léa Seydoux[image: External link] for Blue Is the Warmest Colour






	
Grand Prix[image: External link] – Inside Llewyn Davis[image: External link] by Joel & Ethan Coen[image: External link]


	
Best Director[image: External link] – Amat Escalante[image: External link] for Heli[image: External link]


	
Best Screenplay[image: External link] – Jia Zhangke[image: External link] for A Touch of Sin[image: External link]


	
Best Actress[image: External link] – Bérénice Bejo[image: External link] for The Past[image: External link]


	
Best Actor[image: External link] – Bruce Dern[image: External link] for Nebraska[image: External link]


	
Jury Prize[image: External link] – Like Father, like Son[image: External link] by Hirokazu Koreeda[image: External link]





	Un Certain Regard[38]





	Prize of Un Certain Regard – The Missing Picture[image: External link] by Rithy Panh[image: External link]


	Un Certain Regard Special Jury Prize – Omar[image: External link] by Hany Abu-Assad[image: External link]


	Un Certain Regard Best Director – Alain Guiraudie[image: External link] for Stranger by the Lake[image: External link]


	Un Certain Regard Best First Film – Fruitvale Station[image: External link] by Ryan Coogler[image: External link]


	A Certain Talent – Diego Quemada-Diez for The Golden Cage[image: External link]





	Short Films[12]





	
Short Film Palme d'Or[image: External link] – Safe by Moon Byoung-gon

	Special Distinction Ex-aequo:

	
Hvalfjordur (Whale Valley) by Gudmundur Arnar Gudmundsson

	
37°4 S by Adriano Valerio








	Golden Camera[12]





	
Caméra d'Or[image: External link] – Ilo Ilo[image: External link] by Anthony Chen[image: External link]
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 Parallel sections





	Directors' Fortnight[39]





	Art Cinema Award – Me, Myself and Mum[image: External link] by Guillaume Gallienne[image: External link]


	Prix SACD – Me, Myself and Mum[image: External link] by Guillaume Gallienne[image: External link]


	Europa Cinemas – The Selfish Giant[image: External link] by Clio Barnard[image: External link]


	Premier Prix Illy for Short Filmmaking – A Wild Goose Chase by Joao Nicolau

	Special Mention – About a Month by Andre Novais Oliveira




	International Critics' Week[40]





	Nespresso Grand Prize – Salvo by Fabio Grassadonia and Antonio Piazza

	
France 4 Visionary Award[image: External link]– Salvo by Fabio Grassadonia and Antonio Piazza

	Special Mention – Los Dueños by Agustín Toscano and Ezequiel Radusky

	Discovery Award for short film - Come and Play by Daria Belova

	Canal+ Short Film Award - Pleasure[image: External link] by Ninja Thyberg
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 Independent awards





	FIPRESCI Prize[38]





	In Competition – Blue Is the Warmest Colour[image: External link] by Abdellatif Kechiche[image: External link]


	Un Certain Regard – Manuscripts Don't Burn[image: External link] by Mohammad Rasoulof[image: External link]


	Directors' Fortnight – Blue Ruin[image: External link] by Jeremy Saulnier[image: External link]





	Ecumenical Jury[41]





	
Prize of the Ecumenical Jury[image: External link] – The Past[image: External link] by Asghar Farhadi[image: External link]


	Commendations:

	
Miele[image: External link] by Valeria Golino[image: External link]


	
Like Father, like Son[image: External link] by Hirokazu Koreeda[image: External link]









	Prix François Chalais




	
François Chalais Prize[image: External link] – Grand Central[image: External link] by Rebecca Zlotowski[image: External link]





	Queer Palm Jury[42]





	
Queer Palm[image: External link] Award – Stranger by the Lake[image: External link] by Alain Guiraudie[image: External link]





	Palm Dog Jury[43]





	
Palm Dog Award[image: External link] – Baby Boy in Behind the Candelabra[image: External link]





	Vulcan Award of the Technical Artist




	
Vulcan Award[image: External link] – Antoine Heberlé for Grigris[image: External link] (cinematography)




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ "Festival de Cannes"[image: External link]. Cannes. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 16 October 2015. Retrieved 13 December 2012.


	
^ "Steven Spielberg to head up Cannes Film Festival jury"[image: External link]. 28 February 2013. Retrieved 26 May 2017.


	
^ "A Palme d’or for the Cinéfondation!"[image: External link]. Cannes. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 29 October 2013. Retrieved 21 February 2013.


	
^ "Cannes Film Festival 2013: Audrey Tautou to host opening ceremony"[image: External link]. The Telegraph. Retrieved 26 May 2017.


	
^ "Kim Novak, Guest of Honour at the 66th Festival de Cannes"[image: External link]. Cannes. 22 April 2013. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 16 June 2013. Retrieved 16 August 2013.


	
^ Zeitchik, Steve (12 March 2013). "Cannes 2013: Baz Luhrmann's 'The Great Gatsby' to open festival"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. Tribune Company. Retrieved 26 May 2017.


	
^ "Great Gatsby to kick off Cannes Film Festival"[image: External link]. BBC News. BBC. 15 May 2013. Retrieved 26 May 2017.


	
^ "‘Zulu’ to Close Cannes Film Festival"[image: External link]. Variety. Reed Business Information. 12 April 2013. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 15 April 2013. Retrieved 12 April 2013.


	
^ "Orlando Bloom thriller to close Cannes film festival"[image: External link]. BBC News. BBC. 12 April 2013. Retrieved 26 May 2017.


	
^ "Festival de Cannes Unveils 2013 Poster"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter. Prometheus Global Media. 26 March 2013. Retrieved 26 May 2017.


	
^ "Bling Ring 2013 Un Certain Regard Opening Film"[image: External link]. Deadline. 18 April 2013. Retrieved 26 May 2017.


	
^ a b c d "Cannes Film Festival: Awards 2013"[image: External link]. Cannes. 26 May 2013. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 21 September 2013. Retrieved 26 May 2013.


	
^ "Blue is the warmest colour team win Palme d'Or at Cannes 2013"[image: External link]. RFI. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 8 June 2013. Retrieved 26 May 2013.


	
^ "Cannes Film Festival: India guest country, Vidya Balan on jury, 24 April 2013"[image: External link]. Retrieved 26 May 2017.


	
^ IANS (15 May 2013). "SS Rajamouli's Eega to be screened at Cannes, Shanghai film festivals"[image: External link]. bollywoodlife.com. Retrieved 26 May 2017.


	
^ "Who Wore What: Indian stars at Cannes 2013"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 14 October 2014.


	
^ "Vidya Balan in Cannes Film Festival’s jury"[image: External link]. The Hindu. 24 April 2013. Retrieved 26 May 2017.


	
^ "Chiranjeevi to inaugurate Incredible India exhibition at Cannes"[image: External link]. The Times Of India. 20 May 2013. Retrieved 26 May 2017.


	
^ ANI. "Chiranjeevi offers wide opportunities to foreign film producers in India"[image: External link]. business-standard.com. Retrieved 26 May 2017.


	
^ a b c "2013 Official Selection"[image: External link]. Cannes. 21 May 2013. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 10 November 2013. Retrieved 21 May 2013.


	
^ "Cannes Film Festival line-up is announced"[image: External link]. BBC News. 18 April 2013. Retrieved 26 May 2017.


	
^ "Cannes 2013: the full programme"[image: External link]. The Guardian. London. 18 April 2013. Retrieved 26 May 2017.


	
^ "Official Selection 2013: Short Films"[image: External link]. festival-cannes.com. Cannes Film Festival. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 4 November 2014. Retrieved 29 March 2015.


	
^ a b "Cannes Announces Short Film Selections, Cinéfondation Program"[image: External link]. Indiewire. Retrieved 26 May 2017.


	
^ "Official Selection 2013: Cinefondation"[image: External link]. festival-cannes.com. Cannes Film Festival. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 4 November 2014. Retrieved 29 March 2015.


	
^ "List of films in Cannes Directors' Fortnight"[image: External link]. Cannes. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 22 September 2013. Retrieved 26 April 2013.


	
^ "Cannes Reveals International Critics' Week Lineup; 'Ain't Them Bodies Saints' Makes the Cut"[image: External link]. Indiewire. Retrieved 26 May 2017.


	
^ "Archived copy"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 8 October 2014. Retrieved 2014-10-06.


	
^ "Cannes Classics 2013 line-up unveiled"[image: External link]. Screen Daily. Retrieved 26 May 2017.


	
^ Saperstein, Pat (23 April 2013). "Nicole Kidman, Christopher Waltz, Ang Lee Among Cannes Jury Members"[image: External link]. Variety[image: External link]. Reed Business Information[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 26 April 2013. Retrieved 23 April 2013.


	
^ a b "Cannes Unveils Un Certain Regard, Camera d'Or Juries"[image: External link]. Hollywood Reporter. 1 May 2013. Retrieved 26 May 2017.


	
^ a b c "2013 Jurys"[image: External link]. Semaine de la Critique. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 16 October 2014. Retrieved 28 April 2015.


	
^ "'Blue is the Warmest Color' wins top prize at Cannes"[image: External link]. USA Today. 26 May 2013. Retrieved 26 May 2017.


	
^ a b Chang, Justin (26 May 2013). "Cannes: 'Blue Is the Warmest Color' Wins Palme d' Or"[image: External link]. Variety[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 7 June 2013. Retrieved 26 May 2013.


	
^ a b "Cannes Film Festival: Lesbian drama wins Palme d'Or"[image: External link]. BBC News. 26 May 2013. Retrieved 26 May 2017.


	
^ a b Pulver, Andrew (26 May 2013). "Cannes 2013 Palme d'Or goes to film about lesbian romance"[image: External link]. The Guardian. Retrieved 26 May 2017.


	
^ "Blue is the warmest colour team win Palme d'Or at Cannes 2013"[image: External link]. Radio France Internationale[image: External link]. 26 May 2013. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 8 June 2013. Retrieved 26 May 2013.


	
^ a b "Cannes: 'The Missing Picture' Wins Un Certain Regard Prize"[image: External link]. Hollywood Reporter. 26 May 2013. Retrieved 26 May 2017.


	
^ "Cannes: 'Me, Myself and Mum' Takes Home Two Awards From Directors' Fortnight"[image: External link]. Hollywood Reporter. 26 May 2013. Retrieved 26 May 2017.


	
^ "Cannes: 'Salvo' Tops Critics' Week Awards"[image: External link]. Hollywood Reporter. 23 May 2013. Retrieved 26 May 2017.


	
^ "Cannes: ‘Blue Is the Warmest Color’ Wins Fipresci Prize"[image: External link]. Variety. 26 May 2013. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 7 June 2013. Retrieved 26 May 2013.


	
^ "'Hardcore' gay film wins at Cannes"[image: External link]. Bangkok Post. 26 May 2013. Retrieved 26 May 2017.


	
^ "Cannes Palm Dog Award Goes to Liberace’s Blind Poodle"[image: External link]. Variety. 26 May 2013. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 8 June 2013. Retrieved 26 May 2013.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	
2013 Cannes Film Festival[image: External link] (web.archive)

	2013 Cannes Film Festival at IMDb[image: External link]

	66th Cannes Film Festival 2013 (May 15th-26th)[image: External link]

	66ème Festival de Cannes[image: External link]





Categories[image: External link]:

	Cannes Film Festival[image: External link]

	2013 in French cinema[image: External link]

	2013 film festivals[image: External link]

	2013 festivals in Europe[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 1 June 2017, at 14:09.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article 2013 Cannes Film Festival: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2013_Cannes_Film_Festival [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=2013_Cannes_Film_Festival [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 History

	2 Coat of arms

	3 Campus

	4 Academics

	5 Admissions and financial aid

	6 Sustainability

	7 Athletics

	8 Student life

	9 Rankings

	10 Notable people

	11 See also

	12 References

	13 External links





Brown University






Brown University is a private[image: External link] Ivy League[image: External link] research university[image: External link] in Providence, Rhode Island[image: External link], United States[image: External link], founded in 1764 as "The College in the English Colony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations." Brown is the seventh-oldest institution[image: External link] of higher education[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link] and one of the nine Colonial Colleges[image: External link] established before the American Revolution[image: External link].[7]

At its foundation, Brown was the first college in the United States to accept students regardless of their religious affiliation.[8] Its engineering[image: External link] program was established in 1847 and was the first in the Ivy League. It was one of the early doctoral-granting U.S. institutions in the late 19th century, adding master and doctoral studies in 1887.[9] Brown's New Curriculum[image: External link] is sometimes referred to in education theory as the Brown Curriculum and was adopted by faculty vote in 1969 after a period of student lobbying. The New Curriculum eliminated mandatory "general education" distribution requirements, made students "the architects of their own syllabus," and allowed them to take any course for a grade of satisfactory or unrecorded no-credit.[10] In 1971, Brown's coordinate women's institution Pembroke College[image: External link] was fully merged into the university. Pembroke Campus now operates as a place for dorms and classrooms.

Undergraduate admissions is very selective, with an acceptance rate of 8.3 percent for the class of 2021, according to the university.[11] The University comprises The College[image: External link], the Graduate School[image: External link], Alpert Medical School[image: External link], the School of Engineering[image: External link], the School of Public Health, and the School of Professional Studies (which includes the IE[image: External link] Brown Executive MBA program). Brown's international programs are organized through the Watson Institute for International and Public Affairs[image: External link], and the university is academically affiliated with the Marine Biological Laboratory[image: External link] and the Rhode Island School of Design[image: External link]. The Brown/RISD Dual Degree Program[image: External link], offered in conjunction with the Rhode Island School of Design[image: External link], is a five-year course that awards degrees from both institutions.

Brown's main campus is located in the College Hill Historic District[image: External link] in the city of Providence, the third largest city in New England[image: External link]. The University's neighborhood is a federally listed architectural district with a dense concentration of Colonial-era buildings. On the western edge of the campus, Benefit Street contains "one of the finest cohesive collections of restored seventeenth- and eighteenth-century architecture in the United States".[12]

Brown's faculty and alumni[image: External link] include eight Nobel Prize[image: External link] laureates, five National Humanities Medalists[image: External link],[13] and ten National Medal of Science[image: External link] laureates. Other notable alumni[image: External link] include eight billionaire graduates,[14] a U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice[image: External link], four U.S. Secretaries of State[image: External link] and other Cabinet officials, 54 members of the United States Congress[image: External link], 55 Rhodes Scholars[image: External link],[15] 48 Marshall Scholars[image: External link],[16] 14 MacArthur Genius[image: External link] Fellows,[17] 19 Pulitzer Prize[image: External link] winners, members of royal families, as well as leaders and founders of major companies.[18]
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 History




Main article: History of Brown University[image: External link]
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 The foundation and the charter




The origin of Brown University can be dated to 1761, when three residents of Newport, Rhode Island[image: External link] drafted a petition to the General Assembly[image: External link] of the colony:[19]


Your Petitioners propose to open a literary institution or School for instructing young Gentlemen in the Languages, Mathematics, Geography & History, & such other branches of Knowledge as shall be desired. That for this End ... it will be necessary ... to erect a public Building or Buildings for the boarding of the youth & the Residence of the Professors.



The three petitioners were Ezra Stiles[image: External link], pastor of Newport's Second Congregational Church[image: External link] and future president of Yale[image: External link]; William Ellery, Jr.[image: External link], future signer[image: External link] of the United States Declaration of Independence[image: External link]; and Josias Lyndon[image: External link], future governor of the colony. Stiles and Ellery were co-authors of the Charter of the College two years later. The editor of Stiles's papers observes, "This draft of a petition connects itself with other evidence of Dr. Stiles's project for a Collegiate Institution in Rhode Island, before the charter of what became Brown University."[20]

There is further documentary evidence that Stiles was making plans for a college in 1762. On January 20, Chauncey Whittelsey, pastor of the First Church of New Haven, answered a letter from Stiles:[21]


The week before last I sent you the Copy of Yale College Charter.... Should you make any Progress in the Affair of a Colledge, I should be glad to hear of it; I heartily wish you Success therein.



The Philadelphia Association of Baptist Churches also had an eye on Rhode Island, home of the mother church of their denomination: the First Baptist Church in America[image: External link], founded in Providence in 1638 by Roger Williams[image: External link]. The Baptists were as yet unrepresented among colonial colleges; the Congregationalists[image: External link] had Harvard[image: External link] and Yale[image: External link], the Presbyterians[image: External link] had the College of New Jersey (later Princeton[image: External link]), and the Episcopalians[image: External link] had the College of William and Mary[image: External link] and King's College (later Columbia[image: External link]). Isaac Backus was the historian of the New England Baptists and an inaugural Trustee of Brown, writing in 1784. He described the October 1762 resolution taken at Philadelphia:[22]


The Philadelphia Association obtained such an acquaintance with our affairs, as to bring them to an apprehension that it was practicable and expedient to erect a college in the Colony of Rhode-Island, under the chief direction of the Baptists; ... Mr. James Manning[image: External link], who took his first degree in New-Jersey college in September, 1762, was esteemed a suitable leader in this important work.



Manning arrived at Newport[image: External link] in July 1763 and was introduced to Stiles, who agreed to write the Charter for the College. Stiles's first draft was read to the General Assembly[image: External link] in August 1763 and rejected by Baptist members who worried that the College Board of Fellows would under-represent the Baptists. A revised Charter written by Stiles and Ellery was adopted by the Assembly on March 3, 1764.

In September 1764, the inaugural meeting of the College Corporation was held at Newport. Governor Stephen Hopkins[image: External link] was chosen chancellor, former and future governor Samuel Ward[image: External link] was vice chancellor, John Tillinghast[image: External link] treasurer, and Thomas Eyres[image: External link] secretary. The Charter stipulated that the Board of Trustees be composed of 22 Baptists, five Quakers[image: External link], five Episcopalians, and four Congregationalists. Of the 12 Fellows, eight should be Baptists—including the College president—"and the rest indifferently of any or all Denominations."[23]

The Charter was not the grant of King George III[image: External link], as is sometimes supposed, but rather an Act of the colonial General Assembly. In two particulars, the Charter may be said to be a uniquely progressive document. First, other colleges had curricular strictures against opposing doctrines, while Brown's Charter asserted, "Sectarian differences of opinions, shall not make any Part of the Public and Classical Instruction." Second, according to Brown University historian Walter Bronson, "the instrument governing Brown University recognized more broadly and fundamentally than any other the principle of denominational cooperation."[24] The oft-repeated statement is inaccurate that Brown's Charter alone prohibited a religious test for College membership; other college charters were also liberal in that particular.

James Manning[image: External link] was sworn in as the College's first president in 1765 and served until 1791. In 1770, the College moved from Warren, Rhode Island[image: External link] to the crest of College Hill[image: External link] overlooking Providence. Solomon Drowne[image: External link], a freshman in the class of 1773, wrote in his diary on March 26, 1770:[25]


This day the Committee for settling the spot for the College, met at the New-Brick School House, when it was determined it should be set on ye Hill opposite Mr. John Jenkes; up the Presbyterian Lane.



Presbyterian Lane is the present College Street. The eight-acre site had been purchased in two parcels by the Corporation for £219, mainly from Moses Brown[image: External link] and John Brown[image: External link], the parcels having "formed a part of the original home lots of their ancestor, Chad Brown[image: External link], and of George Rickard, who bought them from the Indians." University Hall[image: External link] was known as "The College Edifice" until 1823; it was modelled on Nassau Hall[image: External link] at the College of New Jersey. Its construction was managed by the firm of Nicholas Brown and Company, which spent £2,844 in the first year building the College Edifice and the adjacent President's House.[26][27]
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 The Brown family




Nicholas Brown[image: External link], his son Nicholas Brown, Jr.[image: External link] (class of 1786), John Brown[image: External link], Joseph Brown[image: External link], and Moses Brown[image: External link] were all instrumental in moving the College to Providence and securing its endowment. Joseph became a professor of natural philosophy at the College; John served as its treasurer from 1775 to 1796; and Nicholas Junior succeeded his uncle as treasurer from 1796 to 1825.

On September 8, 1803, the Corporation voted, "That the donation of $5000 Dollars, if made to this College within one Year from the late Commencement, shall entitle the donor to name the College." That appeal was answered by College treasurer Nicholas Brown Junior in a letter dated September 6, 1804, and the Corporation honored its promise. "In gratitude to Mr. Brown, the Corporation at the same meeting voted, 'That this College be called and known in all future time by the Name of Brown University'."[24] Over the years, the benefactions of Nicholas Brown, Jr. totaled nearly $160,000, an enormous sum for that period, and included the buildings Hope College (1821–22) and Manning Hall (1834-35).

It is sometimes erroneously supposed that Brown University was named after John Brown, whose commercial activity included the transportation of African slaves. In fact, Brown University was named for Nicholas Brown, Jr.—philanthropist, founder of the Providence Athenaeum[image: External link], co-founder of Butler Hospital[image: External link], and an abolitionist[image: External link]. Nicholas Brown, Jr. became a financier of the movement under the guidance of his uncle Moses Brown[image: External link], one of the leading abolitionists of his day.[28][unreliable source?[image: External link]][29]
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 The American Revolution




The College library was moved out of Providence for safekeeping in the fall of 1776, with British vessels patrolling Narragansett Bay. On December 7, 1776, six thousand British and Hessian troops sailed into Newport harbor under the command of Sir Peter Parker. College president Manning said in a letter written after the war:[30]


The royal Army landed on Rhode Island & took possession of the same: This brought their Camp in plain View from the College with the naked Eye; upon which the Country flew to Arms & marched for Providence, there, unprovided with Barracks they marched into the College & dispossessed the Students, about 40 in Number.



"In the claim for damages presented by the Corporation to the United States government," says the University historian, "it is stated that the American troops used it for barracks and hospital from December 10, 1776, to April 20, 1780, and that the French troops used it for a hospital from June 26, 1780, to May 27, 1782."[31] The French troops were those of the Comte de Rochambeau[image: External link].
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 The New Curriculum




In 1850, Brown President Francis Wayland[image: External link] wrote: "The various courses should be so arranged that, insofar as practicable, every student might study what he chose, all that he chose, and nothing but what he chose."[32] The New Curriculum was adopted in 1969; it is a milestone in the University's history and is seen as the realization of Wayland's vision.

The curriculum[image: External link] was the result of a paper written by Ira Magaziner[image: External link] and Elliot Maxwell entitled "Draft of a Working Paper for Education at Brown University."[33] The paper came out of a year-long Group Independent Study Project (GISP) involving 80 students and 15 professors. The GISP was inspired by student-initiated experimental schools, especially San Francisco State College[image: External link], and sought ways to "put students at the center of their education" and "teach students how to think rather than just teaching facts."[34]

The paper made concrete proposals for the new curriculum, including interdisciplinary[image: External link] freshman-year courses that would introduce "modes of thought," with instruction from faculty brought together from different disciplines. The aim was to transform the traditional survey course—often experienced passively by first-year students—into a more engaging process, an investigation of the intellectual and philosophical connections between disciplines. A grading option of Satisfactory/No Credit was introduced to encourage students to try courses outside their grade-point comfort zone. In practice, this grading innovation of the New Curriculum has been its most successful component, sometimes misunderstood and mischaracterized but responsible for uncounted career-changing decisions in the decades since its adoption—studio art swapped for neuroscience, biology swapped for anthropology, mathematics swapped for playwriting (and Pulitzer Prizes[image: External link]).[35]

University president Ray Heffner appointed the Special Committee on Curricular Philosophy in the spring of 1969, following student rallies in support of reform, and gave them the task of developing specific reforms. The resulting report was called the Maeder Report after its committee chairman and was presented to the faculty, which voted the New Curriculum into existence on May 7, 1969. Its key features included:[34]


	Modes of Thought courses for first-year students

	The introduction of interdisciplinary courses

	The abandonment of "general education" distribution requirements

	The Satisfactory/No Credit grading option

	The ABC/No Credit grading system, which eliminated pluses, minuses, and D's; a grade of "No Credit" would not appear on external transcripts.



The Modes of Thought course was a key component in the original conception of the New Curriculum; it was discontinued early on, but all of the other elements are still in place. In 2006, the reintroduction of plus/minus grading was broached by persons concerned about grade inflation. The idea was rejected by the College Curriculum Council after canvassing alumni, faculty, and students, including the original authors of the Magaziner-Maxwell Report.[36]
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 Coat of arms




Brown University's coat of arms is a white field divided into four sectors by a red cross; within each sector is an open book. Above the shield is a crest consisting of the upper half of a sun in splendor[image: External link] among the clouds atop a red and white torse[image: External link]. The sun and clouds represent "learning piercing the clouds of ignorance." The cross is believed to be a Saint George's Cross[image: External link], and the open books represent learning.[37]
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 Campus




Brown is the largest institutional landowner in Providence, with properties on College Hill and in the Jewelry District[image: External link].[39] The College Hill campus was built contemporarily with the eighteenth- and nineteenth-century precincts that surround it, so that University buildings blend with the architectural fabric of the city. The only indicator of "campus" is a brick and wrought-iron fence on Prospect, George, and Waterman streets, enclosing the College Green and Front Green. The character of Brown's urban campus is, then, European organic rather than American landscaped.
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 Main campus




Further information: List of Brown University buildings[image: External link]


The main campus, comprising 235 buildings and 143 acres (0.58 km2), is on College Hill in Providence's East Side[image: External link]. It is reached from downtown principally by three extremely steep streets—College, Waterman, and Angell[image: External link]—which run through the Benefit Street historic district and the campus of the Rhode Island School of Design[image: External link]. College Street, culminating with Van Wickle Gates at the top of the hill, is especially beautiful, and is the setting for the Convocation and Commencement processions.

Van Wickle Gates

Main article: Van Wickle Gates[image: External link]


The Van Wickle Gates, dedicated on June 18, 1901, have a pair of smaller side gates that are open year-round, and a large central gate that is opened two days a year for Convocation and Commencement. At Convocation the gate opens inward to admit the procession of new students. At Commencement the gate opens outward for the procession of graduates.[41] A Brown superstition is that students who walk through the central gate a second time prematurely will not graduate, although walking backwards is said to cancel the hex. Members of the Brown University Band[image: External link] famously flout the superstition by walking through the gate three times too many, as they annually play their role in the Commencement parade.

The core green spaces of the main campus are the Front (or "Quiet") Green, the College (or "Main") Green, and the Ruth J. Simmons Quadrangle (until 2012 called Lincoln Field). The old buildings on these three greens are the most photographed.

Adjacent to this older campus are, to the south, academic buildings and residential quadrangles, including Wriston, Keeney, and Gregorian quadrangles; to the east, Sciences Park occupying two city blocks; to the north, connected to Simmons Quadrangle by The Walk, academic and residential precincts, including the life sciences complex and the Pembroke Campus; and to the west, on the slope of College Hill, academic buildings, including List Art Center and the Hay and Rockefeller libraries. Also on the slope of College Hill, contiguous with Brown, is the campus of the Rhode Island School of Design[image: External link].

John Hay Library

Main article: John Hay Library[image: External link]


The John Hay Library is the second oldest library on campus. It was opened in 1910 and named for John Hay[image: External link] (class of 1858, private secretary to Abraham Lincoln[image: External link] and Secretary of State under two Presidents) at the request of his friend Andrew Carnegie[image: External link], who contributed half of the $300,000 cost of the building.[42] It is now the repository of the University's archives, rare books and manuscripts, and special collections. Noteworthy among the latter are the Anne S. K. Brown Military Collection[image: External link][43] (described as "the foremost American collection of material devoted to the history and iconography of soldiers and soldiering"), the Harris Collection of American Poetry and Plays (described as "the largest and most comprehensive collection of its kind in any research library"), the Lownes Collection of the History of Science (described as "one of the three most important private collections of books of science in America"), and (for popularity of requests) the papers of H.P. Lovecraft[image: External link]. The Hay Library is home to one of the broadest collections of incunabula[image: External link] (15th-century printed books) in the Americas, as well as such rarities as the manuscript of Orwell[image: External link]'s Nineteen Eighty-Four[image: External link] and a Shakespeare First Folio[image: External link]. There are also three books bound in human skin[image: External link].[44]

John Carter Brown Library

Main article: John Carter Brown Library[image: External link]


The John Carter Brown Library, founded in 1846, is administered separately from the University, but has been located on the Main Green of the campus since 1904. It is generally regarded as the world's leading collection of primary historical sources pertaining to the Americas before 1825. It houses a very large percentage of the titles published before that date about the discovery, settlement, history, and natural history of the New World. The "JCB", as it is known, published the 29-volume Bibliotheca Americana, a principal bibliography in the field. Typical of its noteworthy holdings is the best preserved of the eleven surviving copies of the Bay Psalm Book[image: External link] the earliest extant book printed in British North America and the most expensive printed book in the world.[46] There is also a very fine Shakespeare First Folio[image: External link], added to the collection by John Carter Brown's widow (a Shakespeare enthusiast) on the grounds that it includes The Tempest[image: External link], a play set in the New World. The JCB holdings comprise more than 50,000 early titles and about 16,000 modern books, as well as prints, manuscripts, maps, and other items in the library's specialty.
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 Haffenreffer Museum




Main article: Haffenreffer Museum of Anthropology[image: External link]


The exhibition galleries of the Haffenreffer Museum of Anthropology, Brown's teaching museum, are located in Manning Hall on the campus's main green. Its one million artifacts, available for research and educational purposes, are located at its Collections Research Center in Bristol, RI. The museum's goal is to inspire creative and critical thinking about culture by fostering interdisciplinary understanding of the material world. It provides opportunities for faculty and students to work with collections and the public, teaching through objects and programs in classrooms and exhibitions. The museum sponsors lectures and events in all areas of anthropology, and also runs an extensive program of outreach to local schools.

The "Walk" connects Pembroke Campus to the main campus. It is a succession of green spaces extending from Ruth Simmons Quadrangle (Lincoln Field) in the south to the Pembroke College monument on Meeting Street in the north. It is bordered by departmental buildings and the Granoff Center for the Creative Arts. A focal point of The Walk will be the Maya Lin[image: External link]-designed water-circulating topographical sculpture of Narragansett Bay, to be installed in 2014 next to the Institute for the Study of Environment and Society.
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 Pembroke campus




The Women's College in Brown University[image: External link], known as Pembroke College, was founded in October 1891. When it merged with Brown in 1971, the Pembroke Campus was absorbed into the Brown campus. The Pembroke campus is centered on a quadrangle that fronts on Meeting Street, where a garden and monument—with scale-model of the quadrangle in bronze—compose the formal entry to the campus. The Pembroke campus is among the most pleasing spaces at Brown, with noteworthy examples of Victorian and Georgian architecture. The west side of the quadrangle comprises Pembroke Hall (1897), Smith-Buonanno Hall (1907, formerly Pembroke Gymnasium), and Metcalf Hall (1919); the east side comprises Alumnae Hall (1927) and Miller Hall (1910); the quadrangle culminates on the north with Andrews Hall (1947) and its terrace and garden. Pembroke Hall, originally a classroom building and library, now houses the Cogut Center for the Humanities.

East Campus, centered on Hope and Charlesfield streets, was originally the site of Bryant University[image: External link]. In 1969, as Bryant was preparing to move to Smithfield, Rhode Island, Brown bought their Providence campus for $5 million. This expanded the Brown campus by 10 acres (40,000 m2) and 26 buildings, included several historic houses, notably the Isaac Gifford Ladd house, built 1850 (now Brown's Orwig Music Library), and the Robert Taft House, built 1895 (now King House). The area was named East Campus in 1971.

Thayer Street[image: External link] runs through Brown's main campus, north to south, and is College Hill's reduced-scale counterpart to Harvard Square[image: External link] or Berkeley's Telegraph Avenue[image: External link]. Restaurants, cafes, bistros, tavernas, pubs, bookstores, second-hand shops, and the like abound. Tourists, people-watchers, buskers, and students from Providence's six colleges make the scene. Half a mile south of campus is Thayer Street's hipper cousin, Wickenden Street[image: External link]. More picturesque and with older architecture, it features galleries, pubs, specialty shops, artist-supply stores, and a regionally famous coffee shop that doubles as a film set (for Woody Allen[image: External link] and others).

Brown Stadium[image: External link], built in 1925 and home to the football team, is located approximately a mile to the northeast of the main campus. Marston Boathouse, the home of the crew teams, lies on the Blackstone/Seekonk River, to the southeast of campus. Brown's Warren Alpert Medical School is situated in the historic Jewelry District of Providence[image: External link], near the medical campus of Brown's teaching hospitals, Rhode Island Hospital[image: External link], Women and Infants Hospital[image: External link], and Hasbro Children's Hospital. Other University research facilities in the Jewelry District include the Laboratories for Molecular Medicine.

Brown's School of Public Health occupies a landmark modernist building overlooking Memorial Park on the Providence Riverwalk. Brown also owns 376-acre (1.52 km2) the Mount Hope Grant[image: External link] in Bristol, Rhode Island, an important Native American[image: External link] and King Philip's War[image: External link] site. Brown's Haffenreffer Museum of Anthropology[image: External link] Collection Research Center, particularly strong in Native American items, is located in the Mount Hope Grant.
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 Academics





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Presidents




Main article: List of Presidents of Brown University[image: External link]


Brown's current president Christina Hull Paxson[image: External link] took office in 2012. She had previously been dean of the Woodrow Wilson School[image: External link] at Princeton University[image: External link] and a past-chair of Princeton's economics department.[48] In 2014 and 2015, Paxson presided over the year-long celebration of the 250th anniversary of Brown's founding. Her immediate predecessor as president was Ruth J. Simmons, the first African American[image: External link] president of an Ivy League institution. Simmons will remain at Brown as a professor of Comparative Literature and Africana Studies.[49]
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 The College




Main article: The College of Brown University[image: External link]


Founded in 1764, the College is the oldest school of Brown University. About 6,400 undergraduate students are currently enrolled in the College, and 79 concentrations (majors) are offered. Completed concentrations of undergraduates by area are social sciences 42 percent, humanities 26 percent, life sciences 17 percent, and physical sciences 14 percent.[50] The concentrations with the greatest number of students are Biology, History, and International Relations. Brown is one of the few schools in the United States with an undergraduate concentration (major) in Egyptology[image: External link]. Undergraduates can also design an independent concentration if the existing programs do not align with their curricular focus.

35 percent of undergraduates pursue graduate or professional study immediately, 60 percent within 5 years, and 80 percent within 10 years.[51] For the Class of 1998, 75 percent of all graduates have since enrolled in a graduate or professional degree program.[52] The degrees acquired were doctoral 22 percent, master's 35 percent, medicine 28 percent, and law 14 percent.[52]

The highest fields of employment for graduates of the College are business 36 percent, education 19 percent, health/medical 6 percent, arts 6 percent, government 6 percent, and communications/media 5 percent.[52]

The language of the College Charter has been interpreted as discouraging the establishment professional schools. Brown and Princeton are the only Ivy League colleges with neither business school nor law school.
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 Brown/RISD Dual Degree Program




Brown's near neighbor on College Hill is the Rhode Island School of Design[image: External link] (RISD), America's top-ranked art college.[53] Brown and RISD students can cross-register at the two institutions, with Brown students permitted to take as many as four courses at RISD that count towards a Brown degree. The two institutions partner to provide various student-life services and the two student bodies compose a synergy in the College Hill cultural scene.

The Brown/RISD Dual Degree Program, among the most selective in the country, offered admission to 17 of the 512 applicants for the class entering in autumn 2015, an acceptance rate of 3.3 percent.[54] It combines the complementary strengths of the two institutions, integrating studio art at RISD with the entire spectrum of Brown's departmental offerings. Students are admitted to the Dual Degree Program for a course lasting five years and culminating in both the Bachelor of Arts (A.B.) degree from Brown and the Bachelor of Fine Arts (B.F.A.) degree from RISD. Prospective students must apply to the two schools separately and be accepted by separate admissions committees. Their application must then be approved by a third Brown/RISD joint committee.

Admitted students spend the first year in residence at RISD completing its "foundation course," and the second year in residence at Brown. Another year at each school ensues, with the fifth year spent according to the student's electives. Program participants are noted for their creative and original approach to cross-disciplinary opportunities, combining, for example, industrial design with engineering, or anatomical illustration with human biology, or philosophy with sculpture, or architecture with urban studies. An annual "BRDD Exhibition" is a well-publicized and heavily attended event, drawing interest and attendees from the wider world of industry, design, the media, and the fine arts.
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 Theatre and playwriting




Brown's theatre and playwriting programs are among the best-regarded in the country. Since 2003 eight different Brown graduates have either won (four times) or been nominated for (six times) the Pulitzer Prize[image: External link]—including winners Lynn Nottage[image: External link] '86 (twice—2009, 2017), Ayad Akhtar[image: External link] '93, Nilo Cruz[image: External link] '94, and Quiara Alegría Hudes[image: External link] '04; and nominees Sarah Ruhl[image: External link] '97 (twice), Gina Gionfriddo[image: External link] '97 (twice), Stephen Karam[image: External link] '02, and Jordan Harrison[image: External link] '03. In American Theater magazine's 2009 ranking of the most-produced American plays, Brown graduates occupied four of the top five places—Peter Nachtrieb '97, Rachel Sheinkin '89, Sarah Ruhl '97, and Stephen Karam '02.[55]

The undergraduate concentration (major) encompasses programs in theatre history, performance theory, playwriting, dramaturgy, acting, directing, dance, speech, and technical production. Applications for doctoral and master's degree programs are made through the University Graduate School. Master's degrees in acting and directing are pursued in conjunction with the Rep MFA program, which partners with one of the country's great regional theatres, Trinity Repertory Company[image: External link], home of the last longstanding resident acting company in the country.[56] Trinity Rep's present artistic director Curt Columbus[image: External link] succeeded Oskar Eustis[image: External link] in 2006, when Eustis was chosen to lead New York's Public Theater[image: External link].

The many performance spaces available to Brown students include the Chace and Dowling theaters at Trinity Rep; the McCormack Family, Lee Strasberg, Rites and Reason, Ashamu Dance, Stuart, and Leeds theatres in University departments; the Upstairs Space and Downstairs Space belonging to the wholly student-run Production Workshop[image: External link]; and Alumnae Hall, used by Brown University Gilbert & Sullivan and by Brown Opera Productions[image: External link]. Production design courses utilize the John Street Studio of Eugene Lee[image: External link], three-time Tony Award[image: External link]-winner.
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 Writing programs




Writing at Brown—fiction, non-fiction, poetry, playwriting, screenwriting, electronic writing, mixed media, and the undergraduate writing proficiency requirement—is catered for by various centers and degree programs, and a faculty that has long included nationally and internationally known authors. The undergraduate concentration (major) in literary arts offers courses in fiction, poetry, screenwriting, literary hypermedia, and translation. Graduate programs include the fiction and poetry MFA writing programs in the literary arts department, and the MFA playwriting program in the theatre arts and performance studies department. The non-fiction writing program is offered in the English department. Screenwriting and cinema narrativity courses are offered in the departments of literary arts and modern culture and media. The undergraduate writing proficiency requirement is supported by the Writing Center.
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 Author prizewinners




Alumni authors take their degrees across the spectrum of degree concentrations, but a gauge of the strength of writing at Brown is the number of major national writing prizes won. To note only winners since the year 2000: Pulitzer Prize for Fiction[image: External link]-winners Jeffrey Eugenides[image: External link] '82 (2003) and Marilynne Robinson[image: External link] '66 (2005); British Orange Prize[image: External link]-winners Marilynne Robinson[image: External link] '66 (2009) and Madeline Miller[image: External link] '00 (2012); Pulitzer Prize for Drama[image: External link]-winners Nilo Cruz[image: External link] '94 (2003), Lynn Nottage[image: External link] '86 (twice, 2009, 2017), Quiara Alegría Hudes[image: External link] '04 (2012), and Ayad Akhtar[image: External link] '93 (2013); Pulitzer Prize for Biography[image: External link]-winner David Kertzer[image: External link] '69 (2015); Pulitzer Prize for Journalism[image: External link]-winners James Risen[image: External link] '77 (twice, 2002, 2006), Mark Maremont[image: External link] '80 (twice, 2003, 2007), Gareth Cook[image: External link] '91 (2005), Peter Kovacs '77 (2006), Stephanie Grace '86 (2006), Mary Swerczek '98 (2006), Jane B. Spencer '99 (2006), Usha Lee McFarling[image: External link] '89 (2007), James Bandler '89 (2007), Amy Goldstein '75 (2009), and David Rohde[image: External link] '90 (twice, 1996, 2009), as well as Pulitzer Prize for Poetry[image: External link]-winner Peter Balakian[image: External link] PhD '80.
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 Computer science




Teaching of computer science began at Brown in 1956 when an IBM machine was installed and computing courses were offered through the departments of Economics and Applied Mathematics. In January 1958 an IBM650 was added, the only one of its type between Hartford and Boston. In 1960 Brown's first computer building, designed by Philip Johnson[image: External link], was opened on George Street and an IBM7070 computer installed the next year. It was given full Departmental status in 1979. In 2009, IBM and Brown announced the installation of a supercomputer (by teraflops standards), the most powerful in the southeastern New England region.[57] The Hypertext Editing Systems[image: External link], HES[image: External link] and FRESS[image: External link], were invented in the 1960s at Brown by Andries van Dam[image: External link], Ted Nelson[image: External link], and Bob Wallace[image: External link], with Nelson coining the word hypertext[image: External link]. Van Dam's students were instrumental in the origin of the XML[image: External link], XSLT[image: External link], and related Web standards. Brown alumni who have distinguished themselves in the computer sciences and industry are listed in the Notable people section, below. They include a principal architect of the Classic Mac OS[image: External link], a principal architect of the Intel 80386[image: External link] microprocessor line, the Microsoft Windows 95[image: External link] project chief, a CEO of Apple[image: External link], the current head of the MIT Computer Science and Artificial Intelligence Laboratory[image: External link], the inaugural chair of the Computing Community Consortium[image: External link], and design chiefs at Pixar[image: External link] and Industrial Light & Magic[image: External link], protegees of graphics guru Andries van Dam[image: External link]. The character "Andy" in the animated film Toy Story is taken to be an homage to Van Dam from his students employed at Pixar.[58] Van Dam denies this, but a copy of his book (Computer Graphics: Principles and Practice) appears on Andy's bookshelf in the film. Brown computer science graduate and Heroes[image: External link] actor Masi Oka[image: External link] '97, was an animator at Industrial Light & Magic[image: External link].

The department today is home to The CAVE[image: External link]. This project is a virtual reality[image: External link] room used for everything from three-dimensional drawing classes to tours of the circulatory system[image: External link] for medical students. In 2000 students from Brown's Technology House converted the south face of the Sciences Library into a Tetris[image: External link] game, the first high-rise-building Tetris ever attempted. Code named La Bastille, the game used a personal computer[image: External link] running Linux[image: External link], a radio-frequency video game controller, eleven circuit boards, a 12-story data network, and over 10,000 Christmas lights.[59][60]
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 The Joukowsky Institute for Archaeology and the Ancient World




The Joukowsky Institute for Archaeology and the Ancient World[image: External link] pursues fieldwork and excavations, regional surveys, and academic study of the archaeology and art of the ancient Mediterranean, Egypt, and Western Asia from the Levant to the Caucasus. The Institute has a very active fieldwork profile, with faculty-led excavations and regional surveys presently in Petra, Jordan, in West-Central Turkey, at Abydos in Egypt, and in Sudan, Italy, Mexico, Guatemala, Montserrat in the West Indies, and Providence, Rhode Island.

The Institute's faculty includes cross-appointments from the departments of Egyptology, Assyriology, Classics, Anthropology, and History of Art and Architecture. Faculty research and publication areas include Greek and Roman art and architecture, landscape archaeology, urban and religious architecture of the Levant, Roman provincial studies, the Aegean Bronze Age, and the archaeology of the Caucasus. The Institute offers visiting teaching appointments and postdoctoral fellowships which have, in recent years, included Near Eastern Archaeology and Art, Classical Archaeology and Art, Islamic Archaeology and Art, and Archaeology and Media Studies.

Egyptology and Assyriology

Facing the Joukowsky Institute, across the Front Green, is the Department of Egyptology and Assyriology, formed in 2006 by the merger of Brown's renowned departments of Egyptology and History of Mathematics. It is one of only a handful of such departments in the United States. The curricular focus is on three principal areas: Egyptology (the study of the ancient languages, history, and culture of Egypt), Assyriology (the study of the ancient lands of present-day Iraq, Syria, and Turkey), and the history of the ancient exact sciences (astronomy, astrology, and mathematics). Many courses in the department are open to all Brown undergraduates without prerequisite, and include archaeology, languages, history, and Egyptian and Mesopotamian religions, literature, and science. Students concentrating (majoring) in the department choose a track of either Egyptology or Assyriology. Graduate level study comprises three tracks to the doctoral degree: Egyptology, Assyriology, or the History of the Exact Sciences in Antiquity.
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 The Watson Institute for International and Public Affairs




Main article: Watson Institute for International and Public Affairs[image: External link]


The Watson Institute for International and Public Affairs is a center for the study of global issues and public affairs and is one of the leading institutes of its type in the country. It occupies an architecturally distinctive building designed by Uruguayan architect Rafael Viñoly[image: External link]. The Institute was initially endowed by Thomas Watson, Jr.[image: External link], Brown class of 1937, former Ambassador to the Soviet Union[image: External link], and longtime president of IBM[image: External link]. Institute faculty includes, or formerly included, Italian prime minister and European Commission[image: External link] president Romano Prodi[image: External link],[61] Brazilian president Fernando Henrique Cardoso[image: External link],[62] Chilean president Ricardo Lagos Escobar[image: External link],[63] Mexican novelist and statesman Carlos Fuentes[image: External link],[64] Brazilian statesman and United Nations commission head Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro[image: External link],[65] Indian foreign minister and ambassador to the United States Nirupama Rao[image: External link],[66] American diplomat and Dayton Peace Accords[image: External link] author Richard Holbrooke[image: External link] (Brown '62),[67] and Sergei Khrushchev[image: External link],[68] editor of the papers of his father Nikita Khrushchev[image: External link], leader of the Soviet Union[image: External link].

The Institute's curricular interest is organized into the principal themes of development, security, and governance—with further focuses on globalization, economic uncertainty, security threats, environmental degradation, and poverty. Three Brown undergraduate concentrations (majors) are hosted by the Watson Institute—Development Studies, International Relations, and Public Policy. Graduate programs offered at the Watson Institute include the Graduate Program in Development (Ph.D.) and the Public Policy Program (M.P.A). The Institute also offers Post Doctoral, professional development and global outreach programming. In support of these programs, the Institute houses various centers, including the Brazil Initiative, Brown-India Initiative, China Initiative, Middle East Studies center, The Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies (CLACS) and the Taubman Center for Public Policy. In recent years, the most internationally cited product of the Watson Institute has been its Costs of War Project[image: External link], first released in 2011 and continuously updated. The Project comprises a team of economists, anthropologists, political scientists, legal experts, and physicians, and seeks to calculate the economic costs, human casualties, and impact on civil liberties of the wars in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Pakistan since 2001.
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 The School of Engineering




Main article: Brown University School of Engineering[image: External link]


Established in 1847, Brown's engineering program is the oldest in the Ivy League and the third oldest civilian engineering program in the country, preceded only by Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute[image: External link] (1824) and Union College[image: External link] (1845). In 1916 the departments of electrical, mechanical, and civil engineering were merged into a Division of Engineering, and in 2010 the division was elevated to a School of Engineering.

Engineering at Brown is especially interdisciplinary. The School is organized without the traditional departments or boundaries found at most schools, and follows a model of connectivity between disciplines—including biology, medicine, physics, chemistry, computer science, the humanities and the social sciences. The School practices an innovative clustering of faculties in which engineers team with non-engineers to bring a convergence of ideas.
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 IE Brown Executive MBA Dual Degree Program




Since 2009 Brown has developed an Executive MBA program in conjunction with one of the leading Business Schools in Europe; IE Business School[image: External link] in Madrid. This relationship has since strengthened resulting in both institutions offering a dual degree program.[69] In this partnership, Brown provides its traditional coursework while IE provides most of the business-related subjects making a differentiated alternative program to other Ivy League's EMBAs.[70] The cohort typically consists of 25-30 EMBA candidates from some 20 countries.[71] Classes are held in Providence, Madrid, Cape Town and Online.

The Pembroke Center

Main article: Pembroke Center for Teaching and Research on Women[image: External link]


The Pembroke Center for Teaching and Research on Women was established at Brown in 1981 by Joan Wallach Scott[image: External link] as a research center on gender. It was named for Pembroke College, the former women's coordinate college at Brown, and is affiliated with Brown's Sarah Doyle Women's Center[image: External link]. It supports the undergraduate concentration in Gender[image: External link] and Sexuality[image: External link] Studies, post-doctoral research fellowships, the annual Pembroke Seminar, and other academic programs. The Center also manages various collections, archives, and resources, including the Elizabeth Weed Feminist Theory Papers and the Christine Dunlap Farnham Archive.

The Graduate School

Main article: Brown University Graduate School[image: External link]


Established in 1887, the Graduate School has around 2,000 students studying over 50 disciplines. 20 different master's degrees[image: External link] are offered as well as Ph.D.[image: External link] degrees in over 40 subjects ranging from applied mathematics[image: External link] to public policy[image: External link]. Overall, admission to the Graduate School is most competitive with an acceptance rate of about 18 percent.
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 Alpert Medical School




Main article: Alpert Medical School[image: External link]


The University's medical program started in 1811, but the school was suspended by President Wayland in 1827 after the program's faculty declined to live on campus (a new requirement under Wayland). In 1975, the first M.D. degrees from the new Program in Medicine were awarded to a graduating class of 58 students. In 1991, the school was officially renamed the Brown University School of Medicine, then renamed once more to Brown Medical School in October 2000.[72] In January 2007, Warren Alpert donated $100 million to Brown Medical School, in recognition of which its name was changed to the Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University.

In 2014 U.S. News & World Report[image: External link] ranked Brown's medical school the 5th most selective in the country, with an acceptance rate of 2.9 percent.[73] U.S. News ranks it 29th for research and 28th in primary care.[74]

The medical school is known especially for its eight-year Program in Liberal Medical Education[image: External link] (PLME), inaugurated in 1984. One of the most selective and renowned programs of its type in the country, it offered admission to 90 of the 2,290 applicants for the class entering in autumn 2015, an acceptance rate of 3.9 percent.[54] Since 1976, the Early Identification Program (EIP) has encouraged Rhode Island residents to pursue careers in medicine by recruiting sophomores from Providence College[image: External link], Rhode Island College[image: External link], the University of Rhode Island[image: External link], and Tougaloo College[image: External link]. In 2004, the school once again began to accept applications from premedical students at other colleges and universities via AMCAS[image: External link] like most other medical schools. The medical school also offers combined degree programs leading to the M.D./ Ph.D.[image: External link], M.D./ M.P.H.[image: External link] and M.D./ M.P.P.[image: External link] degrees.
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 The Marine Biological Laboratory




Main article: Marine Biological Laboratory[image: External link]


The Marine Biological Laboratory[image: External link] (MBL) is an independent research institution established in 1882 at Woods Hole, Massachusetts. The laboratory is linked to 54 current or past Nobel Laureates[image: External link] who have been research or teaching faculty. Since 2005 the MBL and Brown have collaborated in a Ph.D. program in biological and environmental sciences that combines faculty at both institutions, including the faculties of the Ecosystems Center, the Bay Paul Center, the Program in Cellular Dynamics, and the Marine Resources Center.
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 Admissions and financial aid






	Fall Admission Statistics



	
	2017[75]
	2016[76]
	2015[77]
	2014[78]
	2013[79]
	2012[80]



	Applicants
	32,724
	32,390
	30,396
	30,431
	28,919
	28,742



	Admits
	2,722
	2,919
	2,875
	2,661
	2,654
	2,759



	Admit rate
	8.3%
	9.0%
	9.5%
	8.7%
	9.2%
	9.6%



	Enrolled
	N/A
	N/A
	1,615
	1,561
	1,543
	1,539



	SAT range
	N/A
	N/A
	2060-2340
	2000-2330
	2000-2310
	1990-2310



	ACT range
	N/A
	N/A
	31-34
	30-34
	29-34
	29-34




For the undergraduate class of 2021, Brown received 32,724 applications, the largest applicant pool in the University's history,[76] of whom 2,722 were accepted, for an acceptance rate of 8.3%, the lowest in university history.[81] Additionally, for the academic year 2015-16 there were 1,834 transfer applicants, of whom 8.9% were accepted, with an SAT range of 2180-2330, ACT range of 31-34, and average college GPA of 3.85.[82] In 2013 the Graduate School accepted 17 percent of 9,215 applicants.[83] In 2014, U.S. News ranked Brown's Warren Alpert Medical School[image: External link] the 5th most selective in the country, with an acceptance rate of 2.9 percent.[73]

Brown admission policy is stipulated need-blind[image: External link] for all domestic applicants. Brown's financial aid basics website, in August 2014, stated: "For families (including both parents) with a total income below $60,000, and assets less than $100,000, no parent contribution is calculated towards the Expected Family Contribution (EFC). For families with total income below $100,000, the loan component of the financial aid award is replaced with additional scholarship." In 2013-14, the program awarded need-based scholarships worth $95 million. The average need-based award for the class of 2017 was $43,427.[84]
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 Sustainability




Brown has committed to "minimize its energy use, reduce negative environmental impacts and promote environmental stewardship."[85] The Energy and Environmental Advisory Committee has developed a set of ambitious goals for the university to reduce its carbon emissions[image: External link] and eventually achieve carbon neutrality[image: External link]. The "Brown is Green" website collects information about Brown's progress toward greenhouse gas emissions reductions and related campus initiatives, such as student groups, courses, and research.[86] Brown's grade of A-minus was the top one issued in the 2009 report of the Sustainable Endowments Institute (no A-grade was issued).[87] Brown has a number of active environmental leadership groups on campus.[88] These groups have begun a number of campus-wide environmental initiatives—including promoting the reduction of supply and demand of bottled water and investigating a composting program.
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 Athletics




Main article: Brown Bears[image: External link]


Brown is a member of the Ivy League[image: External link] athletic conference, which is categorized as a Division I[image: External link] (top level) conference of the National Collegiate Athletic Association[image: External link] (NCAA). The Brown Bears are the third largest university sports program in the United States, sponsoring 38 varsity[image: External link] intercollegiate teams (Harvard sponsors 42 and Princeton 39).[citation needed[image: External link]] Brown's athletic program is one of the U.S. News & World Report top 20—the "College Sports Honor Roll"—based on breadth of program and athletes' graduation rates. Brown's newest varsity team is women's rugby, promoted from club-sport status in 2014.

Brown women's rowing has won 7 national titles in the last 14 years.[ when?[image: External link]] Brown men's rowing[image: External link] perennially finishes in the top 5 in the nation, most recently winning silver, bronze, and silver in the national championship races of 2012, 2013, and 2014. The men's and women's crews have also won championship trophies at the Henley Royal Regatta[image: External link] and the Henley Women's Regatta[image: External link]. Brown's men's soccer is consistently ranked in the top 20,[citation needed[image: External link]] and has won 18 Ivy League titles overall; recent[ when?[image: External link]] soccer graduates play professionally in Major League Soccer[image: External link] and overseas. Brown football, under its most successful coach historically, Phil Estes, won Ivy League championships in 1999, 2005, and 2008. (Brown football's reemergence is credited to its 1976 Ivy League championship team, "The Magnificent Andersons," so named for its coach, John Anderson.) High-profile alumni of the football program include Houston Texans[image: External link] head coach Bill O'Brien[image: External link]; former Penn State[image: External link] football coach Joe Paterno[image: External link], Heisman Trophy[image: External link] namesake John W. Heisman[image: External link], and Pollard Award namesake Fritz Pollard[image: External link]. The Men's Lacrosse team also has a long and storied history. Brown women's gymnastics won the Ivy League tournament in 2013 and 2014. Brown varsity equestrian has won the Ivy League championship several times.[94] Brown also supports competitive intercollegiate club sports, including sailing[image: External link] and ultimate frisbee[image: External link]. The men's ultimate team, Brownian Motion[image: External link], has twice won the national championship, in 2000 and 2005.[95]

The first intercollegiate ice hockey game in America was played between Brown and Harvard on January 19, 1898.[96] The first university rowing regatta larger than a dual-meet was held between Brown, Harvard, and Yale at Lake Quinsigamond in Massachusetts on July 26, 1859[97][98]
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 Student life
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 Campus Safety




In 2014, Brown University tied with the University of Connecticut for the highest number of reported rapes in the nation, with its "total of reports of rape" on their main campus standing at 43.[99]
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 Spring Weekend




Main article: Brown University traditions § Spring weekend[image: External link]


The weekend includes an annual spring concert festival which has featured numerous famous artists, including Bob Dylan, Childish Gambino, Bruce Springsteen, Bhudda, Chance the Rapper, Vampire Weekend, and Fetty Wap.
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 Residential and Greek societies




About 12 percent of Brown students are in fraternities and sororities. There are 11 residential Greek houses: six fraternities (Beta Rho Pi, Delta Phi[image: External link], Delta Tau, Phi Kappa Psi[image: External link], Sigma Chi[image: External link], and Theta Delta Chi[image: External link]; three sororities (Alpha Chi Omega[image: External link], Kappa Alpha Theta[image: External link], and Kappa Delta[image: External link]), one co-ed house (Zeta Delta Xi[image: External link]), and one co-ed literary society (Alpha Delta Phi[image: External link]). Phi Sigma Kappa[image: External link] fraternity was present on campus from 1906 to 1939, but was unable to reactivate after World War II due to wartime losses.[100] All recognized Greek-letter organizations are located on campus in Wriston Quadrangle in university-owned housing. They are overseen by the Greek Council.

An alternative to Greek-letter organizations are the program houses organized by themes. As with Greek houses, the residents of program houses select their new members, usually at the start of the spring semester. Examples of program houses are St. Anthony Hall[image: External link] (located in King House), Buxton International House, the Machado French[image: External link]/ Hispanic[image: External link] House, Technology House, Harambee (African culture) House, Social Action House and Interfaith[image: External link] House.

Currently,[ when?[image: External link]] there are three student cooperative houses at Brown. Two of them, Watermyn and Finlandia on Waterman Street, are owned by the Brown Association for Cooperative Housing[image: External link] (BACH), a non-profit corporation owned by its members. The third co-op, West House, is located in a Brown-owned house on Brown Street. The three organizations run a vegetarian co-op for the larger community.

All students not in program housing enter a lottery for general housing. Students form groups and are assigned time slots during which they can pick among the remaining housing options.
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 Societies and clubs




The earliest societies at Brown were devoted to oration and debate. The Pronouncing Society is mentioned in the diary of Solomon Drowne[image: External link], class of 1773, who was voted its president in 1771. It seems to have disappeared during the Revolutionary War[image: External link]. We next hear of the Misokosmian Society, founded in 1794 and renamed the Philermenian Society in 1798. This was effectively a secret society with membership limited to 45. It met fortnightly to hear speeches and debate and thrived until the Civil War; in 1821 its library held 1594 volumes. In 1799 a chapter of the Philandrian Society, also secret, was established at the College. In 1806 the United Brothers was formed as an egalitarian alternative to the Philermenian Society. "These two great rivals," says the University historian, "divided the student body between them for many years, surviving into the days of President Sears. A tincture of political controversy sharpened their rivalry, the older society inclining to the aristocratic Federals, the younger to the Republicans, the democrats of that day. ... The students continuing to increase in number, they outran the constitutional limits of both societies, and a third, the Franklin Society, was established in 1824; it never had the vitality of the other two, however, and died after ten years."[102] Other nineteenth century clubs and societies, too numerous to treat here, are described in Bronson's history of the University.[103]

The Cammarian Club—founded in 1893 and taking its name from the Latin for lobster, its members' favorite dinner food—was at first a semi-secret society which "tapped" 15 seniors each year. In 1915, self-perpetuating membership gave way to popular election by the student body, and thenceforward the Club served as the de facto undergraduate student government. In 1971, unaccountably, it voted the name Cammarian Club out of existence, thereby amputating its tradition and longevity. The successor and present-day organization is the generically-named Undergraduate Council of Students.

Societas Domi Pacificae[image: External link], known colloquially as "Pacifica House," is a present-day, self-described secret society, which nonetheless publishes a website and an email address. It claims a continuous line of descent from the Franklin Society of 1824, citing a supposed intermediary "Franklin Society" traceable in the nineteenth century. But the intermediary turns out to be, on closer inspection, the well-known Providence Franklin Society, a civic organization unconnected to Brown whose origins and activity are well-documented. It was founded in 1821 by merchants William Grinnell and Joseph Balch, Jr., and chartered by the General Assembly in January 1823.[104] The "Pacifica House" account of this (conflated) Franklin Society cites published mentions of it in 1859, 1876, and 1883. But the first of these (Rhees 1859, see footnote infra) is merely a sketch of the 1824 Brown organization; the second (Stockwell 1876) is a reference-book article on the Providence Franklin Society itself; and the third is the Providence Franklin Society's own publication, which the "Pacifica House" reference mis-ascribes to the "Franklin Society," dropping the word "Providence."[105]
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 Student organizations




See also: Category:Brown University organizations[image: External link]


There are over 300 registered student organizations on campus with diverse interests. The Student Activities Fair, during the orientation program, provides first-year students the opportunity to become acquainted with the wide range of organizations. A sample of organizations includes:



	Brown Badmaash Dance Company[image: External link]

	The Brown Daily Herald[image: External link]

	Brown Debating Union[image: External link]

	The Brown Derbies[image: External link]

	Brown International Organization[image: External link]

	Brown Journal of World Affairs[image: External link]

	The Brown Jug[image: External link]

	The Brown Noser[image: External link]

	Brown Opera Productions[image: External link]

	Brown Political Review[image: External link]

	The Brown Spectator[image: External link]

	BSR[image: External link]

	Brown Television[image: External link]

	Brown University Band[image: External link]

	Brown University Orchestra[image: External link]

	The Chattertocks of Brown University[image: External link]

	Chinese Students and Scholars Association[image: External link]

	College Hill Independent[image: External link]

	Critical Review[image: External link]

	Ivy Film Festival[image: External link]

	Jabberwocks[image: External link]

	Production Workshop[image: External link]

	Starla and Sons[image: External link]

	Students for Sensible Drug Policy[image: External link]

	WBRU[image: External link]
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 Resource centers




Brown University has several resource centers on campus. The centers often act as sources of support as well as safe spaces for students to explore certain aspects of their identity. Additionally, the centers often provide physical spaces for students to study and have meetings. Although most centers are identity-focused, some provide academic support as well.

The Brown Center for Students of Color[image: External link] (BCSC) is a space that provides support for students of color[image: External link]. Established in 1972 at the demand of student protests, the BCSC encourages students to engage in critical dialogue, develop leadership skills, and promote social justice[image: External link].[106] The center houses various programs for students to share their knowledge and engage in discussion. Programs include the Third World Transition Program, the Minority Peer Counselor Program, the Heritage Series, and other student-led initiatives. Additionally, the BCSC hopes to foster community among the students it serves by providing spaces for students to meet and study.

The Sarah Doyle Women's Center[image: External link] aims to provide a space for members of the Brown community to examine and explore issues surrounding gender[image: External link].[107] The center was named after one of the first women to attend Brown University, Sarah Doyle[image: External link]. The center emphasizes intersectionality[image: External link] in its conversations on gender, encouraging people to see gender as present and relevant in various aspects of life. The center hosts programs and workshops in order to facilitate dialogue and provide resources for students, faculty, and staff.[108]

Other centers include the LGBTQ+[image: External link] Center and the Curricular Resource Center.
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 Controversy Over ADA Mental Health Discrimination




Like many colleges, Brown mandates forced medical leaves for students expressing feelings of self-harm, depression, schizophrenia, or other forms of mental illness. Controversy arises within the college as to whether Brown follows the US Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990, with Brown's own newspaper, The Brown Daily Herald, criticizing the University's policy behind readmission from psychological medical leave.[109] According to a 2010 article in The Brown Daily Herald, even Dean of Student Life & Chair of the Medical Leave Readmission Committee, Maria Suarez, admits that'“I wish we had more resources to connect with students,” Suarez said. “The support is there, but it is student-initiated.”'[110] However, Suarez has been widely criticized within and outside the University as being non-compliant with American ADA laws, often denying students readmission for little to no reason.[111] Moreover, the University leaves students with few guidelines on how to become readmitted; students report that very little communication is made with the University during a leave of absence, and that the University does not aid disabled students in their progress. One mentally disabled student alleges, after 5 semesters of mandatory leave, that: "One of the administrators [Suarez], he claims, told him: "You should consider yourself lucky because Brown's better than other schools. At least you're not getting kicked out of Brown."'[111] The psychological leave readmission process takes place once every 6 months, and requires only a student's statement and a psychiatrist's or psychologist's statement of well-being, with no interview. Many students report that the process is not thorough enough to judge one's own progress in mental health, thereby violating ADA rights; the denial letters are often short and generic, with one sentence changed at most for multiple denials.[110]
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 Rankings




In 2014, National Science Foundation[image: External link] ranked Brown University 66th in the United States by research.[121] For 2017, U.S. News & World Report[image: External link] ranks Brown University 85th globally.[122]

The 2013 U.S. News & World Report[image: External link] rankings' peer assessment portion gives the school a score of 4.4, tied with University of Pennsylvania[image: External link], Dartmouth[image: External link], Northwestern[image: External link], and University of Michigan[image: External link].[123]

In 2014, Forbes magazine ranked Brown seventh (between Caltech[image: External link] and Princeton University[image: External link]) on its list of "America's Most Entrepreneurial Universities."[124] The Forbes analysis looked at the ratio of "alumni and students who have identified themselves as founders and business owners on LinkedIn" and the total number of alumni and students.

LinkedIn particularized the Forbes rankings, placing Brown third (between MIT and Princeton) among "Best Undergraduate Universities for Software Developers at Startups." LinkedIn's methodology involved a career-path examination of "millions of alumni profiles" in its membership database.[125]

Brown ranked 7th in the country (between Princeton[image: External link] and Columbia) in a study of high school seniors' revealed preferences[image: External link] for matriculation conducted by economists at Harvard, Wharton, and Boston University, and published in 2005 by the National Bureau of Economic Research[image: External link].[126] The 2008 Center for College Affordability and Productivity (CCAP) ranked Brown 5th in the country among national universities."[127]

Brown ranked 5th in the country in Newsweek[image: External link]/The Daily Beast[image: External link]'s "America's Brainiac Schools"—based on the number of prestigious scholarships won (adjusted for student body size), including the Rhodes Scholarship[image: External link], the Truman Scholarship[image: External link], the Marshall Scholarship[image: External link], the Gates Scholarship[image: External link] (since 2001), and the Fulbright scholarship[image: External link] (since 1993). Also factored in are standardized test scores, admissions rates, and students in the top 10 percent of their high school class.[128]

In 2014, U.S. News ranked Brown's Warren Alpert Medical School[image: External link] the 5th most selective in the country, with an acceptance rate of 2.9 percent.[73]

In the 2012 evaluation of MFA writing programs by Poets & Writers Magazine[image: External link], Brown was ranked 4th in the country, 3rd for selectivity, and 1st in the Ivy League[image: External link].[129]

The Forbes magazine annual ranking of "America's Top Colleges 2016"—which differs from the U.S. News by putting research universities and liberal arts colleges in a single sequence—ranked Brown 8th overall.

U.S. News & World Report[image: External link] ranked Brown 14th in its 2017 edition.[130] The 2013 edition had ranked Brown 4th for undergraduate teaching, tied with Yale.[131]

As it had in 2007 and 2010, the 2011 Princeton Review[image: External link] email poll of college students ranked Brown 1st in the country for "Happiest Students."[132] Brown is 3rd in the country (tied with Stanford[image: External link]) in the number of students awarded Fulbright grants, according to the October 2010 ranking compiled by the Chronicle of Higher Education.[133]
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 Notable people




Main article: List of Brown University people[image: External link]


Alumni in politics include U.S. Secretary of State John Hay[image: External link] (1852), U.S. Secretary of State and Attorney General Richard Olney[image: External link] (1856), Chief Justice of the Supreme Court and U.S. Secretary of State Charles Evans Hughes[image: External link] (1881), Senator Maggie Hassan[image: External link] '80 of New Hampshire, Governor Jack Markell[image: External link] '82 of Delaware, Rhode Island Representative David Cicilline[image: External link] '83, and DNC Chair[image: External link] Tom Perez[image: External link] '83.

Prominent alums in business and finance include philanthropist John D. Rockefeller Jr.[image: External link] (1897), Chair of the Federal Reserve[image: External link] Janet Yellen[image: External link] '67, World Bank President[image: External link] Jim Yong Kim[image: External link] '82, Bank of America[image: External link] CEO Brian Moynihan[image: External link] '81, CNN[image: External link] founder and America's Cup[image: External link] yachtsman Ted Turner[image: External link] '60, IBM[image: External link] chairman and CEO Thomas Watson, Jr.[image: External link] '37, Apple Inc.[image: External link] CEO John Sculley[image: External link] '61, and magazine editor John F. Kennedy, Jr.[image: External link] '83.

Important figures in the history of education include the father of American public school education Horace Mann[image: External link] (1819), civil libertarian[image: External link] and Amherst College[image: External link] president Alexander Meiklejohn[image: External link], first president of the University of South Carolina[image: External link] Jonathan Maxcy[image: External link] (1787), Bates College[image: External link] founder Oren B. Cheney[image: External link] (1836), University of Michigan[image: External link] president (1871–1909) James Burrill Angell[image: External link] (1849), University of California[image: External link] president (1899–1919) Benjamin Ide Wheeler[image: External link] (1875), and Morehouse College[image: External link]'s first African-American president John Hope[image: External link] (1894).

Alumni in the computer sciences and industry include architect of Intel 386[image: External link], 486[image: External link], and Pentium[image: External link] microprocessors John H. Crawford[image: External link] '75, and inventor of the first silicon transistor Gordon Kidd Teal[image: External link] '31.

Alumni in the arts and media include actor Daveed Diggs[image: External link] '04[134], actress Emma Watson '14, NPR program host Ira Glass[image: External link] '82, singer-composer Mary Chapin Carpenter[image: External link] '81, CSI: NY[image: External link] humorist and Marx Brothers[image: External link] screenwriter S.J. Perelman[image: External link] '25, novelists Nathanael West[image: External link] '24, Jeffrey Eugenides[image: External link] '83, Edwidge Danticat[image: External link] (MFA '93), and Marilynne Robinson[image: External link] '66; actress Jo Beth Williams[image: External link] '70, composer and synthesizer pioneer Wendy Carlos[image: External link] '62, and journalist James Risen[image: External link] '77, political pundit Mara Liasson[image: External link].

Other notable alumni include "Lafayette of the Greek Revolution[image: External link]" and its historian Samuel Gridley Howe[image: External link] (1821) Governor of Wyoming Territory[image: External link] and Governor of Nebraska[image: External link] John Milton Thayer[image: External link] (1841), Governor of Rhode Island[image: External link] Augustus Bourn[image: External link] (1855), NASA[image: External link] head during first seven Apollo[image: External link] missions Thomas O. Paine[image: External link] '42, diplomat Richard Holbrooke[image: External link] '62, sportscaster Chris Berman[image: External link] '77, Houston Texans[image: External link] head coach Bill O'Brien[image: External link] '92, Penn State[image: External link] football coach Joe Paterno[image: External link] '50, Heisman Trophy[image: External link] namesake John W. Heisman[image: External link] '91, royals[image: External link] and nobles[image: External link] such as Prince Rahim Aga Khan[image: External link], Prince Faisal bin Al Hussein[image: External link], Princess Leila Pahlavi[image: External link] of Iran '92, Prince Nikolaos of Greece and Denmark[image: External link], Prince Nikita Romanov[image: External link], Princess Theodora of Greece and Denmark[image: External link], Prince Jaime of Bourbon-Parma, Duke of San Jaime and Count of Bardi[image: External link], Prince Ra'ad bin Zeid[image: External link], Lady Gabriella Windsor[image: External link], Prince Alexander von Fürstenberg[image: External link], Countess Cosima von Bülow Pavoncelli[image: External link], and her half-brother Prince Alexander-Georg von Auersperg[image: External link].

Nobel[image: External link] Laureates Craig Mello[image: External link] '82 and Jerry White[image: External link] '87, Cooley-Tukey FFT algorithm[image: External link] co-originator John Wilder Tukey[image: External link] '36, biologist Stanley Falkow[image: External link] (PhD '59), and psychologist Aaron Beck[image: External link] '50.

Notable past or current faculty have included Nobel Laureates[image: External link] Michael Kosterlitz[image: External link], Lars Onsager[image: External link], George Stigler[image: External link], Vernon L. Smith[image: External link], George Snell[image: External link] and Leon Cooper[image: External link]; Fields Medal[image: External link] winning mathematician David Mumford[image: External link], Pulitzer Prize[image: External link]–winning historian Gordon S. Wood[image: External link], Sakurai Prize[image: External link] winning physicist Gerald Guralnik[image: External link], computer scientist Andries van Dam[image: External link], engineer Daniel C. Drucker[image: External link], sociologist Lester Frank Ward[image: External link], former Prime Minister of Italy and former EU[image: External link] chief Romano Prodi[image: External link], former President of Brazil Fernando Cardoso[image: External link], former President of Chile Ricardo Lagos[image: External link], writers Carlos Fuentes[image: External link], Chinua Achebe[image: External link], and Robert Coover[image: External link], philosopher Martha Nussbaum[image: External link], linguist Hans Kurath[image: External link], political scientist James Morone[image: External link] and Senior Fellow Sergei Khrushchev[image: External link].
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 In popular culture




Brown's reputation as an institution with a free-spirited, iconoclastic student body is portrayed in fiction and popular culture.[136] Family Guy[image: External link] character Brian Griffin[image: External link] is a Brown alumnus.[137] The O.C.[image: External link]'s main character Seth Cohen[image: External link] is denied acceptance to Brown while his girlfriend is accepted.[138] In Gossip Girl[image: External link], New York[image: External link] socialite Serena[image: External link] vies with her friends for a spot at Brown, and The Simpsons[image: External link] character Lisa Simpson[image: External link] is told by Harvard’s president after she fails a test that she will be unable to attend Harvard, but he can “pass (her) file along to Brown.”[138]
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	List of Brown University statues[image: External link]

	Brown University traditions[image: External link]

	Brown University Alma Mater[image: External link]

	Josiah S. Carberry[image: External link]
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Worcester College, Oxford






"Worcester College" redirects here. For other uses, see Worcester College (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Worcester College /'wUster /[image: External link] is one of the constituent colleges[image: External link] of the University of Oxford[image: External link] in England. The college was founded in 1714 by the benefaction of Sir Thomas Cookes[image: External link], a Worcestershire[image: External link] baronet, with the college gaining its name from the county of Worcestershire. Its predecessor, Gloucester College[image: External link], had been an institution of learning on the same site since the late 13th century until the Dissolution of the Monasteries[image: External link] in 1539.

As of July 2010, Worcester had a financial endowment[image: External link] of £16.7 million.[4]

Notable alumni of the college include the media mogul Rupert Murdoch[image: External link], television producer and screenwriter Russell T Davies[image: External link], US Supreme Court justice Elena Kagan[image: External link], actress Emma Watson and novelist Richard Adams[image: External link].



TOP
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 Buildings and grounds




The buildings are diverse, especially in the main quadrangle[image: External link]: looking down into the main quadrangle from the entrance through the main building, to the right is an imposing eighteenth century building in the neo-classical style[image: External link]; and to the left a row of medieval[image: External link] buildings known as "the cottages", which are among the oldest residential buildings in Oxford. These cottages are the most substantial surviving part of Gloucester College[image: External link], Worcester's predecessor on the same site: this was a college for Benedictine monks[image: External link], founded in 1283 and dissolved with the Dissolution of the Monasteries[image: External link] in about 1539.

After a lapse of 20 years, the buildings of the old Gloucester College were used in the foundation of Gloucester Hall[image: External link], in around 1560. The penultimate principal, Benjamin Woodroffe[image: External link], attempted to establish there a 'Greek College[image: External link]' for Greek Orthodox[image: External link] students to come to Oxford, part of a scheme to make ecumenical links with the Church of England[image: External link].[5] This was a going concern from 1699 to 1705, although only 15 Greeks are recorded as members.

In 1714, thanks to a fortunate benefaction from a Worcestershire baronet, Sir[image: External link] Thomas Cookes[image: External link], Gloucester Hall was transformed into Worcester College. Even then, there were only sufficient funds to rebuild the Chapel, Hall and Library and the north side of the Front Quad, known as the Terrace. The designs were by Dr. George Clarke[image: External link], who had consulted Nicholas Hawksmoor[image: External link].

In 1736, Clarke generously left to the College his great collection of books and manuscripts. These included the papers of his father William Clarke[image: External link] (which are of crucial importance for the history of England during the period of the Commonwealth[image: External link] and Protectorate[image: External link]) and a large proportion of the surviving drawings of Inigo Jones[image: External link].

Owing to lack of funds, Worcester's eighteenth-century building programme proceeded by fits and starts. The west end of the Terrace and the Provost's Lodgings were added in 1773–76 (architect: Henry Keene[image: External link]). The medieval cottages were to have been replaced by a further classical range, but survived because money for this purpose was never available; the Hall and Chapel, by James Wyatt[image: External link], were not completed until the 1770s.

In more recent years several new residential blocks for undergraduates and graduates have been added, thanks in part to a series of generous benefactions. The latest of these include the Earl building, Sainsbury Building (which won the Civic Trust Award in 1984), Linbury Building, Canal Building, Ruskin Lane Building (for undergraduates), and the Franks Building (for graduates).

A modern addition to Worcester College, the Canal Building, sits next to the north entrance to the college and, as the name suggests, beside the Oxford Canal[image: External link]. It houses 50 students in large en-suite single rooms. The accommodation is usually reserved for third and fourth year undergraduates.
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 The Chapel




The College Chapel was built in the 18th century. Dr George Clarke, Henry Keene and James Wyatt were responsible for different stages of its lengthy construction (1720–91), owing to shortage of funds. The interior columns and pilasters, the dome and the delicate foliage plastering are all Wyatt's work. His classical interior was insufficiently emphatic for the tastes of militant Victorian churchmen, and between 1864 and 1866 the chapel was redecorated by William Burges[image: External link]. It is highly unusual and decorative; being predominantly pink, the pews are decorated with carved animals, including kangaroos and whales, and the walls are riotously colourful, and include frescoes of dodos and peacocks. Its stained glass[image: External link] windows were to have been designed by John Everett Millais[image: External link], but Burges rejected his designs and entrusted the work to Henry Holiday[image: External link]. Oscar Wilde said of the Chapel, "As a piece of simple decorative and beautiful art it is perfect, and the windows very artistic."[6]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 The Chapel Choirs




Worcester is unique among the Oxford colleges in that it has not one, but two chapel choirs of equal status, which share out the weekly services between them. There is a mixed-voice choir constituted of auditioned choral scholars and volunteers, which sings twice a week: weekly on Thursday and on alternating Sunday and Monday evenings. The Boys' Choir consists of trebles from Christ Church Cathedral School[image: External link] and alto, tenor and bass choral scholars. This choir also sings twice weekly; on Sunday and Tuesday evenings. These choirs are run on a day-to-day basis by Worcester’s three Organ Scholars alongside the Director of Music.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 The Hall




Burges also started the redecoration of the Hall in 1877, but the work remained uncompleted at his death, and in 1966 Wyatt's designs were restored.[7]
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 The Gardens




Although Worcester is near the centre of Oxford today, it was on the edge of the city in the eighteenth century. This has proved a benefit in the long run, since it has allowed the college to retain very extensive gardens and, uniquely among Oxford colleges, contiguous playing fields[image: External link] (a total of 26 acres (110,000 m2), including a lake).

The gardens have won numerous awards, including the Oxford in Bloom college award every time they have been entered for the competition. Extensive work on the gardens was carried out between 1817 and 1820, and they may have been laid out in the Picturesque style by Richard Greswell in 1827. They are now managed by head gardener Simon Bagnall and a team of seven gardeners.[9]

A production of Twelfth Night[image: External link] was directed by Patrick Garland[image: External link] in the gardens with Oz Clarke[image: External link] as Sir Toby Belch[image: External link] and Francis Matthews[image: External link].

The college's gardeners keep a blog[image: External link] to provide an insight into the work involved in looking after the 26 acres (110,000 m2).[10]
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 Gallery
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 Traditions




Every three years in June, the college hosts a commemoration ball[image: External link].

The College holds a Formal Hall[image: External link] every day of term except on Mondays, Fridays and Saturdays; dress is formal with gowns compulsory for students who choose to attend. Before each meal, the College grace is recited by a scholar, or student studying a field related to Literae Humaniores[image: External link]. The text is the same as that recited at Christ Church[image: External link] but, in comparison, always given in the long form, in Latin[image: External link]:


"Nōs miserī hominēs et egēnī, prō cibīs quōs nōbis ad corporis subsidium benignē es largītus, tibi, Deus omnipotēns, Pater cælestis, grātiās reverenter agimus; simul obsecrantēs, ut iīs sobriē, modestē atque grātē ūtāmur. Īnsuper petimus, ut cibum angelōrum, vērum panem cælestem, verbum Deī æternum, Dominum nostrum Iēsum Christum, nōbis impertiāris; utque illō mēns nostra pascātur et per carnem et sanguinem eius fovēāmur, alāmur, et corrōborēmur. Amen."



Translated into English:


"We unhappy and unworthy men do give thee most reverent thanks, Almighty God[image: External link], our heavenly Father, for the victuals which thou hast bestowed on us for the sustenance of the body, at the same time beseeching thee that we may use them soberly, modestly and gratefully. And above all we beseech thee to impart to us the food of angels, the true bread of heaven, the eternal Word of God[image: External link], Jesus Christ[image: External link] our Lord, so that the mind of each of us may feed on him and that through his flesh and blood we may be sustained, nourished and strengthened. Amen[image: External link]."



Every Hilary (spring) term on the Saturday of 4th Week, second-year members of the College celebrate 'Midway' to mark the point at which they are exactly halfway through their degree (given that students on 3-year courses attend for nine terms, each of duration eight weeks...). The occasion is marked with the taking of professional photographs: one in formal dress (but not gowns), and the other in costumes made by the students, usually reflecting themes decided by individual groups of friends. Later in the day a meal is served in Formal Hall[image: External link] to distinguish the event.

The unofficial motto of the college (in Latin) is "ibi solum unum Collegium Vigorniense".
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 Sports




Worcester College is known for its sporting prowess, especially in football, cricket and hockey, and is one of the few colleges to have its sporting grounds onsite (football, rugby, tennis, basketball, netball, croquet and cricket). In the 2011/2012 season Worcester won Men's Football Cuppers, Men's Reserve Football Cuppers and Women's Football Cuppers. During recent years the hockey side has won numerous league titles, 'Varsity Cuppers' or 'Supercuppers' in 2015, and Cuppers in 2016.
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 Provosts






	Richard Blechynden, 1714–36

	William Gower, 1736–77

	William Sheffield, 1777–95

	
Whittington Landon[image: External link], 1795–1839

	
Richard Lynch Cotton[image: External link], 1839–81

	William Inge, 1881–1903

	Charles Henry Olive Daniel, 1903–19

	
Francis John Lys[image: External link], 1919–46

	
John Cecil Masterman[image: External link], 1946–62

	
Oliver Franks, Baron Franks[image: External link], 1962–76

	
Asa Briggs, Baron Briggs[image: External link], 1976–91

	
Richard Smethurst[image: External link], 1991–2011[2]


	Sir Jonathan Bate[image: External link], 2011–[2]
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 Notable alumni




Further information: Category:Alumni of Worcester College, Oxford[image: External link]




	Richard Adams[image: External link]

	Perry Anderson[image: External link]

	Bill Bradley[image: External link]

	
Giles Andreae[image: External link], a.k.a. Edward Monkton or Purple Ronnie

	Alastair Burnet[image: External link]

	Simon Burns[image: External link]

	Peter Clift[image: External link]

	Andrew Cockburn[image: External link]

	Alex Cox[image: External link]

	Russell T Davies[image: External link]

	Sir Kenelm Digby[image: External link] (Gloucester Hall)

	Arthur Lee Dixon[image: External link]

	Simon Donaldson[image: External link]

	
John de Feckenham[image: External link] (Gloucester College)

	Richard Flanagan[image: External link]

	Sir Peter Gibson[image: External link], Lord Justice of Appeal

	Jason Gissing[image: External link]

	Sir Iain Glidewell[image: External link], Lord Justice of Appeal

	Rev Archibald Edward Glover[image: External link]


	Robert Govett[image: External link]

	Andy Green[image: External link]

	Sir Jeremy Greenstock[image: External link]


	Tony Hey[image: External link]

	Nicky Hoberman[image: External link]

	John Hood (university administrator)[image: External link]

	Sir Martin Jacomb[image: External link]


	
Alice Jolly[image: External link], novelist and memoirist

	Elena Kagan[image: External link]

	Charles Kent[image: External link]

	David Kirk[image: External link]

	Peter Kosminsky[image: External link]

	John Lahr[image: External link]

	Toby Litt[image: External link]

	Serge Lourie[image: External link]

	
Richard Lovelace[image: External link] (Gloucester Hall)

	Nelson McCausland[image: External link]

	John Cecil Masterman[image: External link]

	Glyn Maxwell[image: External link]

	Sir William Neil McKie[image: External link]


	Sir Roy Meadow[image: External link]


	John Michuki[image: External link]

	Sir Alastair Morton[image: External link]


	Candida Moss[image: External link]

	Rupert Murdoch[image: External link]

	Anton Oliver[image: External link]

	Constantine Phipps, 5th Marquess of Normanby[image: External link]

	Steven Norris[image: External link]

	Rachel Portman[image: External link]

	Jordan Poulton[image: External link]

	Nicholas Purcell[image: External link]

	Herbert Murrill[image: External link]

	Thomas De Quincey[image: External link]

	Tim Razzall, Baron Razzall[image: External link]

	Peter Rodman[image: External link]

	Michael Radford[image: External link]

	John Sainsbury, Baron Sainsbury of Preston Candover[image: External link]

	Anthony Seldon[image: External link]

	HRH Raja Nazrin Shah[image: External link]


	Seni Pramoj[image: External link]

	Anne-Marie Slaughter[image: External link]

	Laura Solon[image: External link]

	Jon Speelman[image: External link]

	Sir Brian Stewart[image: External link]


	Lord Sudeley[image: External link]

	Victoria "Plum" Sykes[image: External link]

	Sir Stephen Tomlinson[image: External link], Lord Justice of Appeal

	Emma Watson

	Woodrow Wyatt[image: External link]

	Brooks Newmark[image: External link]





Fictional alumni of the college include Nick Guest from The Line of Beauty[image: External link] by Alan Hollinghurst[image: External link].
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 See also





	
Bromsgrove School[image: External link] that shares a similar coat of arms, based on those of their joint benefactor, Sir Thomas Cookes of Norgrove.




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ "Worcester College Governance"[image: External link]. Worcester College, University of Oxford. 2011.


	
^ a b c "College News"[image: External link]. Worcester College Alumni Website. Worcester College, Oxford: Worcester College External Relations Office. 2010-07-05. Election of New Provost. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2010-07-05.


	
^ "Undergraduate numbers by college 2011-12"[image: External link]. University of Oxford.


	
^ "Worcester college accounts 2009-10"[image: External link] (PDF). Governing Body, Worcester College, University of Oxford, Audited Everett & Son.


	
^ Tappe, E. D. (1954). "The Greek College at Oxford, 1699–1705"[image: External link] (PDF). Oxoniensia[image: External link]. XIX. pp. 92–111.


	
^ "Worcester College Chapel | The Chapel"[image: External link]. Worcesterchapel.co.uk. 2014-06-20. Retrieved 2017-02-19.


	
^ Pevsner, Nikolaus[image: External link]; Jennifer Sherwood (1974). Oxfordshire. London: Penguin Books. ISBN[image: External link]  0-14-071045-0[image: External link].


	
^ Sherwood & Pevsner 1996, p. 223.


	
^ Buchan, Ursula (2007-07-20). "Borderlines: Worcester College gardens"[image: External link]. Daily Telegraph[image: External link]. London.


	
^ Worcester College Gardeners Blog[image: External link].







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Sources





	Sherwood, Jennifer; Pevsner, Nikolaus (1996). Oxfordshire[image: External link]. The Buildings of England. Yale University Press. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-300-09639-2[image: External link].




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	Worcester College homepage[image: External link]

	Worcester College JCR[image: External link]

	Worcester College MCR[image: External link]

	Worcester College Chapel[image: External link]

	
Map sources[image: External link] for Worcester College, Oxford





Categories[image: External link]:

	Worcester College, Oxford[image: External link]

	1714 establishments in England[image: External link]

	Educational institutions established in the 1710s[image: External link]

	Colleges of the University of Oxford[image: External link]

	Grade I listed buildings in Oxford[image: External link]

	Grade I listed educational buildings[image: External link]

	Buildings and structures of the University of Oxford[image: External link]

	William Burges buildings[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 11 June 2017, at 20:14.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Worcester College, Oxford: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Worcester_College,_Oxford [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Worcester_College,_Oxford [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 History

	2 Economy

	3 Politics

	4 Education

	5 Buildings

	6 Settlements in Oxfordshire

	7 Emergency services

	8 Settlements by population

	9 Places of interest

	10 See also

	11 References and notes

	12 Further reading

	13 External links





Oxfordshire






Oxfordshire (/'aksferdSer /[image: External link] or /-SIer /[image: External link]; abbreviated Oxon) is a county in the United Kingdom. It is in South East England[image: External link], and borders Warwickshire[image: External link] (to the north/north-west), Northamptonshire[image: External link] (to the north/north-east), Buckinghamshire[image: External link] (to the east), Berkshire[image: External link] (to the south), Wiltshire[image: External link] (to the south-west) and Gloucestershire[image: External link] (to the west).

The county has major education and tourist industries and is noted for the concentration of performance motorsport companies and facilities. Oxford University Press[image: External link] is the largest firm among a concentration of print and publishing firms; the University of Oxford[image: External link] is also linked to the concentration of local biotechnology[image: External link] companies.

The main centre of population is the city of Oxford. Other significant settlements are Banbury[image: External link], Bicester[image: External link], Kidlington[image: External link] and Chipping Norton[image: External link] to the north of Oxford; Carterton[image: External link] and Witney[image: External link] to the west; Thame[image: External link] and Chinnor[image: External link] to the east; and Abingdon[image: External link], Wantage[image: External link], Didcot[image: External link], Wallingford[image: External link] and Henley-on-Thames[image: External link] to the south.

The highest point is White Horse Hill[image: External link], in the Vale of White Horse, reaching 261 metres (856 ft).[2]

Oxfordshire's county flower[image: External link] is the snake's-head fritillary[image: External link].[3]



TOP
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 History




Main article: History of Oxfordshire[image: External link]


Oxfordshire was recorded as a county in the early years of the 10th century and is situated on land between the River Thames[image: External link] to the south, the Cotswolds[image: External link] to the west, the Chilterns[image: External link] to the east and the Midlands to the north, with spurs running south to Henley-on-Thames[image: External link] and north to Banbury[image: External link].

Historically the area has always had some importance, since it contains valuable agricultural land in the centre of the county. Largely ignored by the Romans, it was not until the formation of a settlement at Oxford in the 8th century that the area grew in importance. Alfred the Great[image: External link] was born across the Thames in Wantage, Vale of White Horse. The University of Oxford was founded in 1096, though its collegiate structure did not develop until later on. The university in the county town of Oxford (whose name came from Anglo-Saxon[image: External link] Oxenaford = "ford for oxen[image: External link]") grew in importance during the Middle Ages and early modern period. The area was part of the Cotswolds[image: External link] wool trade from the 13th century, generating much wealth, particularly in the western portions of the county in the Oxfordshire Cotswolds. Morris Motors[image: External link] was founded in Oxford in 1912, bringing heavy industry to an otherwise agricultural county. The importance of agriculture as an employer has declined rapidly in the 20th century though; currently under one percent of the county's population are involved due to high mechanisation. Nonetheless, Oxfordshire remains a very agricultural county by land use, with a lower population than neighbouring Berkshire and Buckinghamshire, which are both smaller.

Throughout most of its history the county was divided into fourteen hundreds[image: External link], namely Bampton[image: External link], Banbury[image: External link], Binfield[image: External link], Bloxham[image: External link], Bullingdon[image: External link], Chadlington[image: External link], Dorchester[image: External link], Ewelme[image: External link], Langtree[image: External link], Lewknor[image: External link], Pyrton[image: External link], Ploughley[image: External link], Thame[image: External link] and Wootton[image: External link].

The Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry[image: External link], the main army unit in the area, was based at Cowley Barracks[image: External link] on Bullingdon Green, Cowley[image: External link].

The Vale of White Horse[image: External link] district and parts of the South Oxfordshire[image: External link] administrative district south of the River Thames were historically part of Berkshire[image: External link], but were added to the administrative county of Oxfordshire in 1974. Conversely, the Caversham[image: External link] area of Reading[image: External link], now administratively in Berkshire, was historically part of Oxfordshire as was the parish of Stokenchurch[image: External link], now administratively in Buckinghamshire.
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 Economy




This is a chart of trend of regional gross value added of Oxfordshire at current basic prices published by the Office for National Statistics with figures in millions of British pounds sterling.[4]



	Year
	Regional gross value added[5]
	Agriculture[6]
	Industry[7]
	Services[8]



	1995
	7,607
	120
	2,084
	5,404



	2000
	10,594
	80
	2,661
	7,853



	2003
	12,942
	93
	2,665
	10,184
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 Politics




Oxfordshire County Council[image: External link], currently controlled by a Conservative Independent Alliance, is responsible for the most strategic local government[image: External link] functions, including schools, county roads, and social services[image: External link]. The county is divided into five local government districts[image: External link]: Oxford, Cherwell[image: External link], Vale of White Horse[image: External link] (after the Uffington White Horse[image: External link]), West Oxfordshire[image: External link] and South Oxfordshire[image: External link], which deal with such matters as town and country planning[image: External link], waste collection, and housing.

In the 2016 European Union referendum[image: External link], Oxfordshire was the only English county as a whole to vote to remain in the European Union by a significant margin, at 57.06% (70.27% in the City of Oxford), despite Cherwell (barely) voting to leave at 50.31%.
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 Education




See also: List of schools in Oxfordshire[image: External link]


Oxfordshire has a completely comprehensive education system with 23 independent schools and 35 state secondary schools. Only eight schools do not have a sixth form[image: External link]; these are mostly in South Oxfordshire and Cherwell districts.

The county has two universities: the ancient University of Oxford[image: External link] and the modern Oxford Brookes University[image: External link], both located in Oxford. In addition, Wroxton College[image: External link], located in Banbury[image: External link], is affiliated with Fairleigh Dickinson University[image: External link] of New Jersey[image: External link].
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 Buildings




The "dreaming spires" of the buildings of the University of Oxford are among the reasons for Oxford being the sixth most visited city in the United Kingdom for international visitors.[9] Among many notable University buildings are the Sheldonian Theatre[image: External link], built 1664–68 to the design of Sir Christopher Wren[image: External link], and the Radcliffe Camera[image: External link], built 1737–49 to the design of James Gibbs[image: External link].

Blenheim Palace[image: External link] close to Woodstock[image: External link] was built by the great architect John Vanbrugh[image: External link] for John Churchill, 1st Duke of Marlborough[image: External link], after he had won the battle of Blenheim[image: External link]. The gardens, which can be visited, were designed by the landscape gardener "Capability Brown"[image: External link], who planted the trees in the battle formation of the victorious army. In the palace, which can also be visited by the public, Sir Winston Churchill[image: External link] was born in 1874.

Chastleton House[image: External link], on the Gloucestershire and Warwickshire borders, is a great country mansion[image: External link] built on property bought from Robert Catesby[image: External link], who was one of the men involved in the Gunpowder Plot[image: External link] with Guy Fawkes[image: External link]. Stonor Park[image: External link], another country mansion, has belonged to the recusant[image: External link] Stonor family for centuries.

Mapledurham House[image: External link] is an Elizabethan[image: External link] stately home in the far south-east of the county, close to Reading[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Settlements in Oxfordshire




See also: List of places in Oxfordshire[image: External link]



	
Abingdon[image: External link] (in Berkshire until 1974)

	Banbury[image: External link]

	Bicester[image: External link]

	Burford[image: External link]

	Carterton[image: External link]

	Charlbury[image: External link]

	Chinnor[image: External link]

	Chipping Norton[image: External link]

	
Didcot[image: External link] (in Berkshire until 1974)

	
Faringdon[image: External link] (in Berkshire until 1974)

	Henley-on-Thames[image: External link]

	Islip[image: External link]

	Kidlington[image: External link]

	Oxford

	Thame[image: External link]

	
Wallingford[image: External link] (in Berkshire until 1974)

	
Wantage[image: External link] (in Berkshire until 1974)

	Watlington[image: External link]

	Witney[image: External link]

	Woodstock[image: External link]
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 Emergency services





	Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue Service[image: External link]

	Thames Valley Police[image: External link]

	British Transport Police[image: External link]

	South Central Ambulance Service[image: External link]

	Thames Valley Air Ambulance[image: External link]
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 Settlements by population






	Rank
	Town
	Population
	Year
	Definition
	Notes



	1
	Oxford
	150,200
	2011
	Oxford non-metropolitan district[image: External link]
	



	2
	Banbury[image: External link]
	46,853
	2011
	Civil parish[image: External link]
	



	3
	Abingdon[image: External link]
	33,130
	2011
	Civil parish
	



	4
	Bicester[image: External link]
	32,642
	2011
	Civil parish
	



	5
	Witney[image: External link]
	27,522
	2011
	Civil parish
	



	6
	Didcot[image: External link]
	25,140
	2011
	Civil parish
	200 dwellings in the southeast of the town lie in neighbouring East Hagbourne[image: External link] parish.



	7
	Carterton[image: External link]
	15,769
	2011
	Civil parish
	



	8
	Kidlington[image: External link]
	13,723
	2011
	Civil parish
	Does not include Gosford[image: External link].



	9
	Henley-on-Thames[image: External link]
	11,619
	2011
	Civil parish
	



	10
	Thame[image: External link]
	11,561
	2011
	Civil parish
	Includes hamlet of Moreton[image: External link]



	11
	Wantage[image: External link]
	11,327
	2011
	Civil parish
	



	12
	Wallingford[image: External link]
	7,918
	2011
	Civil parish
	



	13
	Grove[image: External link]
	7,178
	2011
	Civil parish
	



	14
	Faringdon[image: External link]
	7,121
	2011
	Great Faringdon[image: External link] civil parish
	



	15
	Chipping Norton[image: External link]
	6,337
	2011
	Civil parish
	



	16
	Chinnor[image: External link]
	5,924
	2011
	Civil parish
	



	17
	Benson[image: External link]
	4,754
	2011
	Civil parish
	



	18
	Eynsham[image: External link]
	4,648
	2011
	Civil parish
	



	19
	Wheatley[image: External link]
	4,092
	2011
	Civil parish
	



	20
	Kennington[image: External link]
	4,076
	2011
	Civil parish
	



	21
	Woodstock[image: External link]
	3,100
	2011
	Civil parish
	



	22
	Charlbury[image: External link]
	2,830
	2011
	Civil parish
	



	23
	Watlington[image: External link]
	2,727
	2011
	Civil parish
	



	24
	Bampton[image: External link]
	2,564
	2011
	Civil parish
	



	25
	Burford[image: External link]
	1,410
	2011
	Civil parish
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 Places of interest




Main article: List of museums in Oxfordshire[image: External link]


See also: List of attractions in Oxford[image: External link]




	Key



	Abbey/Priory/Cathedral[image: External link]



	Accessible open space



	Amusement/Theme Park[image: External link]



	Castle[image: External link]



	Country Park[image: External link]



	English Heritage[image: External link]



	Forestry Commission[image: External link]



	Heritage railway[image: External link]



	Historic House[image: External link]



	
Museum[image: External link] (free/not free)



	National Trust[image: External link]



	Theatre[image: External link]



	Zoo[image: External link]






	Bicester Village[image: External link]

	
Harcourt Arboretum[image: External link], Nuneham Courtenay[image: External link]


	
Hook Norton Brewery[image: External link] – working Victorian "tower" brewery that offers guided tours

	
Rollright Stones[image: External link] – megalithic[image: External link] stone circle[image: External link] and Whispering Knights burial chamber[image: External link], near Little Rollright

	
Rycote chapel[image: External link] – 15th-century chapel with original furnishings

	
St Katharine's[image: External link] church, Chiselhampton[image: External link] – 18th-century parish church[image: External link] with original furnishings (no website, limited access)

	
St Mary's[image: External link] church, Iffley[image: External link] – 12th-century Norman[image: External link] parish church[image: External link][14]
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 See also





	Lord Lieutenant of Oxfordshire[image: External link]

	High Sheriff of Oxfordshire[image: External link]

	
Oxfordshire Artweeks[image: External link], an annual art festival each May

	
Oxford University[image: External link] (including links to the individual colleges)

	Oxford Canal[image: External link]
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Dragon School






"Old Dragon" redirects here. For other uses, see Dragon (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The Dragon School is one school on two sites based in Oxford, England, UK. The Prep School[image: External link] (children aged 8–13) and Dragon Pre-Prep (aged 4–7) are both co-educational[image: External link] schools based in Oxford. The Dragon Prep School founded in 1877 as the Oxford Preparatory School is one of England's best known boarding schools[image: External link], although it also takes day pupils.

Originally established as a boys' school, girls were first admitted as boarders in 1994.The school's core ethos is that children learn naturally in the right learning environment. There are few formal rules but strong values of kindness, courage and respect. The Dragon School is a feeder school to a range of leading Independent Schools, including Eton College[image: External link], Cheltenham Ladies' College[image: External link], Harrow School[image: External link], Radley College[image: External link], Rugby School[image: External link], Marlborough College[image: External link], Canford School[image: External link], St Edward's School, Oxford[image: External link].

Together with Lynams' School (now Dragon School Pre-prep for better worldwide recognition), the Dragon educates children from aged 4 to 13, in two sites: Bardwell Road and Richards Lane. Boarding starts at 8 and there are 10 boarding houses, including one weekly-boarding house.
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 History




Teaching started in September 1877 at rooms in Balliol Hall, located in St Giles'[image: External link], central Oxford, under A. E. Clarke.[1] The school expanded and moved within two years to 17 Crick Road[image: External link], which became known as "School House".[2] Charles Cotterill Lynam (known as the "Skipper") took over as headmaster in 1886.

In 1894, C. C. Lynam took out a lease on land at the current site at Bardwell Road[image: External link]. £4,000 was quickly raised through subscriptions from local parents for the erection of new school buildings.[3] and the move was completed within a year. The school was known as Oxford Preparatory School and also Lynam's, but gradually its current name was adopted.

The present site in Bardwell Road in central North Oxford[image: External link] is just to the west of the River Cherwell[image: External link]. It became the second school to take part in the Harrow History Prize[image: External link] in 1895, and many of its pupils have won this over the years, an early winner being Miss Kit Lynam. The school was run for many years by the Lynam family.[4]
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 Headmasters




The following have been headmasters of the school, several from the Lynam family:[4]


	The Revd A. E. Clarke 1877–1886

	C. C. Lynam ("Skipper") 1886–1920

	A. E. Lynam ("Hum") 1920–1942

	J. H. R. Lynam ("Joc") 1942–1965

	R. K. Ingram ("Inky") 1965–1989[5][6][7]


	M. W. A. Gover ("Guv") 1972–1989 (head of day pupils, co-headmaster with "Inky")[8][9]


	N. P. V. Richardson 1989–1992

	H. E. P. Woodcock 1992–1993

	Roger S. Trafford 1993–2002

	John R. Baugh 2002–2017

	Crispin Hyde-Dunn 2017-present
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 Notable Old Dragons




See also: Category:People educated at The Dragon School[image: External link]


Former pupils of the Dragon School are referred to as Old Dragons. The following people were students at one time:



	
Poppy Adams[image: External link], writer[10]


	
Alexander Aris[image: External link] (born 1973), elder son of Nobel Prize-winning democracy and human rights campaigner Aung San Suu Kyi[image: External link] and Michael Aris[image: External link][11]


	
Robert Armstrong, Baron Armstrong of Ilminster[image: External link] (born 1927), civil servant

	
Henry Barratt[image: External link] (born 1983), rugby union player

	
Sir Gawain Bell[image: External link] (1909–1995), colonial administrator, Governor of Northern Nigeria

	
Michael Beloff[image: External link] QC (born 1942), barrister, President of Trinity College, Oxford

	
Sir John Betjeman[image: External link] (1906–1984), poet, Poet Laureate from 1972[10]


	
Sir Lennox Berkeley[image: External link] (1903–1989), composer

	
Alain de Botton[image: External link] (born 1969), writer and television producer[10]


	
Humphry Bowen[image: External link] (1929–2002), chemist and botanist

	
Jonathan Bowen[image: External link] (born 1956), computer scientist

	
Julian Brazier[image: External link] (born 1953), politician[10]


	
Henry Brett[image: External link], polo player, captain England polo team 2003–06

	
Sandy Bruce-Lockhart, Baron Bruce-Lockhart[image: External link] (1942–2008), politician

	
William Buchan, 3rd Baron Tweedsmuir[image: External link] (1916–2008), novelist, poet and statesman

	
Sir Giles Bullard[image: External link] (1926–1992), diplomat

	
Sir Julian Bullard[image: External link] (1928–2006), diplomat

	
John Campbell[image: External link] (born 1958), economist

	
Humphrey Carpenter[image: External link] (1946–2005), journalist, author, and musician[10]


	
Tristram Cary[image: External link] (1925–2008), composer

	
Simon Cawkwell[image: External link] (born 1946), stock market commentator

	
Hal Cazalet[image: External link], musician[10]


	
Christopher Cazenove[image: External link] (1943–2010), actor[10]


	
Jonathan Cecil[image: External link] (1939–2011), actor[12]


	
Leonard Cheshire[image: External link] VC[image: External link] (1917–1992), World War II RAF[image: External link] pilot and activist for the disabled[10]


	
Colin Clark[image: External link] (1905–1989), economist

	
Sebastian Croft[image: External link] (born 2001), actor

	
Hugh Dancy[image: External link] (born 1975), actor[10]


	
Jack Davenport[image: External link] (born 1973), actor[10]


	
Quentin Davies[image: External link], politician

	
Ralph Henry Carless Davis[image: External link] (1918–1991), historian

	
Cressida Dick[image: External link] (born 1960), senior police officer

	
Oliver Dimsdale[image: External link] (born 1972), actor

	
Richard 'Rick' Fenn[image: External link] (born 23 May 1953) rock guitarist, member of 10cc since 1976

	
Lady Antonia Fraser[image: External link] (born 1932, née Pakenham), historical author[10]


	
Bernard Gadney[image: External link], (1909–2000), rugby player and educator

	
Douglas Gairdner[image: External link], (1910–1979), pediatrician

	
The Rt. Hon. Hugh Gaitskell[image: External link] (1906–1963), politician, leader of the Labour Party from 1955–1963[10]


	
Sir Christopher Geidt[image: External link], Private Secretary to Queen Elizabeth II

	
J. B. S. Haldane[image: External link] (1892–1964), geneticist and evolutionary biologist

	
Air Chief Marshal[image: External link] Sir Donald Hardman[image: External link][10]


	
Tim Henman[image: External link] (born 1974), tennis player[10]


	
Tom Hiddleston[image: External link] (born 1981), actor

	Sir Tony Hoare[image: External link] (born 1934), computer scientist

	
Brent Hoberman[image: External link], co-founder of lastminute.com

	
Tom Hollander[image: External link] (born 1967), actor[10]


	
Peter Hopkirk[image: External link] (born 1930), journalist, author

	
Air Marshal Sir Peter Horsley[image: External link] (1921–2001), Royal Air Force commander

	
Frances Houghton[image: External link] (born 1980), rower and Olympic silver medallist[10]


	
Lord Hunt[image: External link] (born 1942), leading authority on turbulence modelling

	
Sir Tim Hunt[image: External link], biochemist and Nobel laureate

	
Edward Impey[image: External link] (born 1962), British historian, archaeologist, and museum curator. Since October 2013, he has been Master of the Armouries[image: External link] and Director General of the Royal Armouries[image: External link].

	
Brian Inglis[image: External link] (1916–1993), journalist and historian

	
Max Irons[image: External link] (born 1985), actor

	
Pico Iyer[image: External link] (born 1957), journalist and author[10]


	
Peter Jay[image: External link] (born 1937), television journalist, and former BBC economics editor[10]


	
Patrick Jenkin[image: External link] PC[image: External link] (Lord Jenkin of Roding, born 1926), politician[10]


	
David Jessel[image: External link], journalist[10]


	
Stephen Jessel[image: External link], journalist[10]


	
C. E. M. Joad[image: External link], philosopher[10]


	
Dom Joly[image: External link] (born 1968), comedian[10]


	
Sir John Kendrew[image: External link] (1917–1997), molecular biologist and Nobel Laureate

	
Andrew Lack[image: External link] (born 1953), biologist and botanist

	
Hugh Laurie[image: External link] (born 1959), British comedian and actor[10]


	
Alan Macfarlane[image: External link], anthropologist and historian

	
Lancelot Mallalieu[image: External link], politician[10]


	
Henry Marsh[image: External link], neurosurgeon and author

	
Oliver Milburn[image: External link], actor[10]


	
Hugh Miles[image: External link] (born 1977), journalist and author

	
Naomi Mitchison[image: External link] (née Haldane, 1897–1999), British novelist and poet[10]


	
Philip Moore, Baron Moore of Wolvercote[image: External link] (1921–2009), civil servant and personal private secretary to the Queen

	
Sir John Mortimer[image: External link] (1923–2009), playwright, barrister and novelist[10]


	
Sir Peter Newsam[image: External link] (born 1928), educator (also staff)

	
Sir Roger Norrington[image: External link] (born 1934), musician and conductor[10]


	
Ed O'Brien[image: External link] (born 1968), musician (member of Radiohead)[10]


	
Rageh Omaar[image: External link] (born 1967), journalist and writer[10]


	
Julian Opie[image: External link] (born 1958), artist

	
Stephen Oppenheimer[image: External link] (born 1947), genetic researcher and author

	
Tom Penny[image: External link] (born 1977), skateboarder

	
Ronnie Poulton-Palmer[image: External link] (born c.1890), killed in the First World War, rugby player[10]


	
Jonathan Pugh[image: External link] (born 1962), cartoonist

	
William Pye[image: External link] (born 1938), sculptor

	
Sir Timothy Raison[image: External link] (born 1929), politician, journalist and author[10]


	
Jack Randle VC[image: External link] (1917–1944), distinguished serviceman, T/Captain, 2nd Bn. The Royal Norfolk Regiment[10]


	
Adrian Rawlins[image: External link] (born 1958), film and television actor

	
Andrew Robinson[image: External link] (born 1957), author and editor

	
William Leefe Robinson VC[image: External link] (1895–1918), lieutenant, 39 Squadron, Royal Flying Corps[10]


	
Aubrey de Sélincourt[image: External link] (1894–1962), writer

	
Nicholas Shakespeare[image: External link] (born 1957), journalist and novelist[10]


	
David Shukman[image: External link][10]


	
Henry Shukman[image: External link], poet

	
Nevil Shute[image: External link] (1899–1960), novelist[10]


	
Sir John Slessor[image: External link], Marshal of the Royal Air Force[10]


	
Sir John Smyth VC[image: External link], distinguished serviceman, lieutenant, 15th Ludhiana Sikhs, Indian Army

	
Richard Sorabji[image: External link] (born 1934), academic and historian of classical philosophy

	
Timothy Sprigge[image: External link] (1932–2007), philosopher

	
Jon Stallworthy[image: External link] (born 1935), academic and poet

	
Rory Stewart[image: External link] (born 1973), politician, author and diplomat[10]


	
Galen Strawson[image: External link] (born 1952), philosopher and literary critic

	
Christopher Tolkien[image: External link], son of J. R. R. Tolkien[image: External link]


	
Simon Tolkien[image: External link], novelist and son of Christopher Tolkien

	
Peter Tranchell[image: External link] (1922–1993), musician, composer, and teacher[10]


	
Sir Reginald Tyrwhitt[image: External link], Royal Navy admiral

	
Sam Waley-Cohen[image: External link] (born 1982), jockey and businessman

	
Tom Ward[image: External link] (born 1971), actor[10]


	
Paul Watkins[image: External link] (born 1963), Booker Prize[image: External link]-nominated author

	
Emma Watson (born 1990), actress, model, activist[10]


	
Admiral Sir Hugo White[image: External link] (born 1939), Royal Navy admiral, Commander-in-Chief Fleet 1992–95[10]


	
Jack Whitehall[image: External link] (born 1988), comedian[10]


	
Conrad Wolfram[image: External link] (born 1970), technologist

	
Stephen Wolfram[image: External link] (born 1959), scientist and technology entrepreneur

	
Rupert Wyatt[image: External link] (born 1972), writer and film maker

	
Shaun Wylie[image: External link] (1913–2009), mathematician and World War II codebreaker

	
Baroness Young[image: External link] (1926–2002), politician[10]
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Oxford






This article is about the city of Oxford in the United Kingdom. For other cities and other meanings, see Oxford (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Oxford (/'aksferd /[image: External link][3][4]) is a city in the South East[image: External link] region of England and the county town[image: External link] of Oxfordshire. With an estimated 2015 population of 168,270, it is the 52nd largest city in the United Kingdom,[5][6] and one of the fastest growing and most ethnically diverse.[7][8] The city is situated 57 miles (92 km) from London[image: External link], 69 miles (111 km) from Bristol[image: External link], 65 miles (105 km) from both Southampton[image: External link] and Birmingham[image: External link] and 25 miles (40 km) from Reading[image: External link].

The city is known worldwide as the home of the University of Oxford[image: External link], the oldest university in the English-speaking world[image: External link].[9] Buildings in Oxford demonstrate notable examples of every English architectural[image: External link] period since the late Saxon[image: External link] period. Oxford is known as the "city of dreaming spires", a term coined by poet Matthew Arnold[image: External link]. Oxford has a broad economic base. Its industries include motor manufacturing, education, publishing and a large number of information technology and science-based businesses, some being academic offshoots.
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 History




Main article: History of Oxford[image: External link]


See also: Timeline of Oxford[image: External link]
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 Medieval




Oxford was first settled in Saxon[image: External link] times[image: External link] and was initially known as "Oxenaforda", meaning " Ford[image: External link] of the Oxen[image: External link]" (according to the English Place-Name Society[image: External link],[10] who base their result on a passing reference in Florence of Worcester's[image: External link] work Chronicon ex chronicis[image: External link]); fords were more common than bridges at that time.[11] It began with the establishment of a river crossing for oxen around AD 900. In the 10th century, Oxford became an important military frontier town between the kingdoms of Mercia[image: External link] and Wessex[image: External link] and was on several occasions raided by Danes[image: External link].

Oxford was heavily damaged during the Norman Invasion[image: External link] of 1066. Following the conquest, the town was assigned to a governor, Robert D'Oyly[image: External link], who ordered the construction of Oxford Castle[image: External link] to confirm Norman authority over the area. The castle has never been used for military purposes[ dubious[image: External link] – discuss[image: External link]] and its remains survive to this day. D'Oyly set up a monastic community in the castle consisting of a chapel and living quarters for monks (St George in the Castle). The community never grew large but it earned its place in history as one of Britain's oldest places of formal education. It was there that in 1139 Geoffrey of Monmouth[image: External link] wrote his History of the Kings of Britain[image: External link], a compilation of Arthurian legends.[12]

In 1191, a city charter stated in Latin[image: External link],[13]


"Be it known to all those present and future that we, the citizens of Oxford of the Commune of the City and of the Merchant Guild have given, and by this, our present charter, confirm the donation of the island of Midney with all those things pertaining to it, to the Church of St. Mary at Oseney and to the canons serving God in that place.

"Since, every year, at Michaelmas the said canons render half a mark[image: External link] of silver for their tenure at the time when we have ordered iiit as witnesses the legal deed of our ancestors which they made concerning the gift of this same island; and besides, because we have undertaken on our own part and on behalf of our heirs to guarantee the aforesaid island to the same canons wheresoever and against all men; they themselves, by this guarantee, will pay to us and our heirs each year at Easter another half mark which we have demanded; and we and our heirs faithfully will guarantee the aforesaid tenement to them for the service of the aforesaid mark annually for all matters and all services.

"We have made this concession and confirmation in the Common council of the City and we have confirmed it with our common seal. These are those who have made this concession and confirmation."

(There follows a list of witnesses, ending with the phrase, "... and all the Commune of the City of Oxford.")



Oxford's prestige was enhanced by its charter granted by King Henry II[image: External link], granting its citizens the same privileges and exemptions as those enjoyed by the capital of the kingdom; and various important religious houses were founded in or near the city. A grandson of King John established Rewley Abbey for the Cistercian[image: External link] Order; and friars of various orders ( Dominicans[image: External link], Franciscans[image: External link], Carmelites[image: External link], Augustinians[image: External link] and Trinitarians[image: External link]) all had houses of varying importance at Oxford. Parliaments were often held in the city during the 13th century. The Provisions of Oxford[image: External link] were instigated by a group of barons led by Simon de Montfort[image: External link]; these documents are often regarded as England's first written constitution.

Richard I of England[image: External link] (reigned 6 July 1189 – 6 April 1199) and John, King of England[image: External link] (reigned 6 April 1199 – 19 October 1216) the sons of Henry II of England[image: External link], were both born at Beaumont Palace[image: External link] in Oxford, on 8 September 1157 and 24 December 1166 respectively. A plaque in Beaumont Street[image: External link] commemorates these events.[14]
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 University of Oxford




The University of Oxford[image: External link] is first mentioned in 12th century records. Of the hundreds of Aularian[image: External link] houses that sprang up across the city, only St Edmund Hall[image: External link] (c. 1225) remains. What put an end to the halls was the emergence of colleges. Oxford's earliest colleges[image: External link] were University College[image: External link] (1249), Balliol[image: External link] (1263) and Merton[image: External link] (1264). These colleges were established at a time when Europeans were starting to translate the writings of Greek philosophers. These writings challenged European ideology, inspiring scientific discoveries and advancements in the arts, as society began to see itself in a new way. These colleges at Oxford were supported by the Church in the hope of reconciling Greek philosophy[image: External link] and Christian theology[image: External link]. The relationship between "town and gown[image: External link]" has often been uneasy – as many as 93 students and townspeople were killed in the St Scholastica Day Riot[image: External link] of 1355.

The sweating sickness[image: External link] epidemic in 1517 was particularly devastating to Oxford and Cambridge[image: External link] where it killed half of both cities' populations, including many students and dons.[15]

Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford[image: External link] is unique in combining a college chapel and a cathedral in one foundation. Originally the Priory Church of St Frideswide, the building was extended and incorporated into the structure of the Cardinal's College shortly before its refounding as Christ Church in 1546, since when it has functioned as the cathedral of the Diocese[image: External link] of Oxford.

The Oxford Martyrs[image: External link] were tried for heresy in 1555 and subsequently burnt at the stake, on what is now Broad Street, for their religious beliefs and teachings. The three martyrs were the bishops Hugh Latimer[image: External link] and Nicholas Ridley[image: External link], and the archbishop Thomas Cranmer[image: External link].[16] The Martyrs' Memorial[image: External link] stands nearby, round the corner to the North on St. Giles.
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 Early Modern
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 English Civil War




During the English Civil War[image: External link], Oxford housed the court of Charles I[image: External link] in 1642, after the king was expelled from London, although there was strong support in the town for the Parliamentarian[image: External link] cause. The town yielded to Parliamentarian forces under General Fairfax[image: External link] in the Siege of Oxford[image: External link] of 1646. It later housed the court of Charles II[image: External link] during the Great Plague of London[image: External link] in 1665–66. Although reluctant to do so, he was forced to evacuate when the plague got too close. The city suffered two serious fires in 1644 and 1671.[17]
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 Late Modern




In 1790, the Oxford Canal[image: External link] connected the city with Coventry[image: External link]. The Duke's Cut was completed by the Duke of Marlborough[image: External link] in 1789 to link the new canal with the River Thames[image: External link]; and, in 1796, the Oxford Canal company built its own link to the Thames, at Isis Lock. In 1844, the Great Western Railway[image: External link] linked Oxford with London via Didcot[image: External link] and Reading[image: External link],[18][19] and other rail routes soon followed.

In the 19th century, the controversy surrounding the Oxford Movement[image: External link] in the Anglican Church[image: External link] drew attention to the city as a focus of theological thought.

A permanent military presence was established in the city with the completion of Cowley Barracks[image: External link] in 1876.[20]

Local government in Oxford was reformed by the Municipal Corporations Act 1835[image: External link], and the boundaries of the borough were extended to include a small area east of the River Cherwell[image: External link]. The boundaries were further extended in 1889 to add the areas of Grandpont[image: External link] and New Hinksey[image: External link], south of the Thames, which were transferred from Berkshire[image: External link] to Oxfordshire. At the same time Summertown and the western part of Cowley were also added to the borough. In 1890 Oxford became a county borough[image: External link].[21]

Oxford Town Hall[image: External link] was built by Henry T. Hare[image: External link]; the foundation stone was laid on 6 July 1893 and opened by the future King Edward VII[image: External link] on 12 May 1897. The site has been the seat of local government since the Guild Hall of 1292 and though Oxford is a city and a Lord Mayor alty, the building is still called by its traditional name of "Town Hall[image: External link]".
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 20th and 21st centuries




During the First World War[image: External link], the population of Oxford changed. The number of University members was significantly reduced as students, fellows and staff enlisted. Some of their places in college accommodation were taken by soldiers in training. Another reminder of the ongoing war was found in the influx of wounded and disabled soldiers, who were treated in new hospitals housed in University buildings including the Examination School, Town Hall[image: External link] and Somerville College[image: External link].[22]

By the early 20th century, Oxford was experiencing rapid industrial and population growth, with the printing and publishing industries becoming well established by the 1920s. In 1929 the boundaries of the city were extended to include the suburbs of Headington[image: External link], Cowley[image: External link] and Iffley[image: External link] to the east, and Wolvercote[image: External link] to the north.[21]

Also during the 1920s, the economy and society of Oxford underwent a huge transformation as William Morris[image: External link] established Morris Motors Limited[image: External link] to mass-produce cars in Cowley, on the south-eastern edge of the city. By the early 1970s over 20,000 people worked in Cowley at the huge Morris Motors and Pressed Steel Fisher[image: External link] plants. By this time, Oxford was a city of two halves: the university city to the west of Magdalen Bridge[image: External link] and the car town to the east. This led to the witticism that "Oxford is the left bank of Cowley". Cowley suffered major job losses in the 1980s and 1990s during the decline of British Leyland[image: External link], but is now producing the successful Mini[image: External link] for BMW[image: External link] on a smaller site. A large area of the original car manufacturing facility at Cowley was demolished in the 1990s, and is now the site of the Oxford Business Park[image: External link].[23]

During the Second World War[image: External link], Oxford was largely ignored by the German air raids during the Blitz[image: External link], perhaps due to the lack of heavy industry such as steelworks or shipbuilding that would have made it a target, although it was still affected by the rationing and influx of refugees fleeing London and other cities.[24] The university's colleges served as temporary military barracks and training areas for soldiers before deployment.[25]

On 6 May 1954, Roger Bannister[image: External link], a 25-year-old medical student, ran the first authenticated sub-four-minute mile[image: External link] at the Iffley Road[image: External link] running track in Oxford. Although he had previously studied at Oxford University, Bannister was studying at St Mary's Hospital Medical School[image: External link] in London at the time.[26]

Oxford's second university, Oxford Brookes University[image: External link], formerly the Oxford School of Art, then Oxford Polytechnic, based at Headington Hill[image: External link], was given its charter in 1991 and for the last ten years has been voted the best new university in the UK.[27] It was named to honour the school's founding principal, John Henry Brookes[image: External link].

The influx of migrant labour to the car plants and hospitals, recent immigration from south Asia, and a large student population, have given Oxford a notably cosmopolitan character, especially in the Headington[image: External link] and Cowley Road areas with their many bars, cafes, restaurants, clubs, ethnic shops and fast food outlets and the annual Cowley Road Carnival. Oxford is one of the most diverse small cities in Britain: the most recent population estimates for 2005[28] showed that 27% of the population were from ethnic minority groups, including 16.2% from non-white ethnic minority ethnic groups (ONS). These figures do not take into account more recent international migration into the city; more than 10,000 people from overseas have registered for National Insurance Numbers in Oxford in 2005/06 and 2006/07.[29]
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 Geography





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Location




Oxford's latitude and longitude are 51°45′07″N 1°15′28″W[image: External link] Coordinates[image: External link]: 51°45′07″N 1°15′28″W[image: External link] or grid reference[image: External link] SP513061[image: External link] (at Carfax Tower[image: External link], which is usually considered the centre).

Oxford is 24 miles (39 km) north-west of Reading[image: External link], 26 miles (42 km) north-east of Swindon[image: External link], 36 miles (58 km) east of Cheltenham[image: External link] and 43 miles (69 km) east of Gloucester[image: External link], 29 miles (47 km) south-west of Milton Keynes[image: External link], 38 miles (61 km) south-east of Evesham[image: External link], 43 miles (69 km) south of Rugby[image: External link] and 51 miles (82 km) north-west of London[image: External link]. The rivers Cherwell[image: External link] and Thames[image: External link] (also sometimes known as the Isis[image: External link] locally from the Latinised name Thamesis) run through Oxford and meet south of the city centre.
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 Climate




Oxford has a maritime temperate climate[image: External link] ("Cfb" by the Köppen system[image: External link]). Precipitation[image: External link] is uniformly distributed throughout the year and is provided mostly by weather systems that arrive from the Atlantic[image: External link]. The lowest temperature ever recorded in Oxford was −16.6 °C (2.1 °F) in January 1982. The highest temperature ever recorded in Oxford is 35.6 °C (96 °F) in August 2003 during the 2003 European heat wave[image: External link]. Oxford's climate is similar to that of Pershore[image: External link], Worcestershire[image: External link].[30]

The average conditions below are from the Radcliffe Meteorological Station. It boasts the longest series of temperature and rainfall records for one site in Britain. These records are continuous from January 1815. Irregular observations of rainfall, cloud and temperature exist from 1767.[31]



	Climate data for Oxford, elevation: 61m (1981–2010) Extremes (1900–present)



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °C (°F)
	14.7

(58.5)
	18.5

(65.3)
	22.2

(72)
	27.6

(81.7)
	30.6

(87.1)
	34.3

(93.7)
	34.8

(94.6)
	35.6

(96.1)
	33.4

(92.1)
	28.9

(84)
	18.9

(66)
	15.9

(60.6)
	35.6

(96.1)



	Average high °C (°F)
	7.6

(45.7)
	8.0

(46.4)
	10.9

(51.6)
	13.6

(56.5)
	17.1

(62.8)
	20.3

(68.5)
	22.7

(72.9)
	22.3

(72.1)
	19.1

(66.4)
	14.8

(58.6)
	10.5

(50.9)
	7.7

(45.9)
	14.6

(58.3)



	Daily mean °C (°F)
	4.9

(40.8)
	4.9

(40.8)
	7.3

(45.1)
	9.3

(48.7)
	12.5

(54.5)
	15.6

(60.1)
	17.9

(64.2)
	17.6

(63.7)
	14.9

(58.8)
	11.3

(52.3)
	7.6

(45.7)
	5.0

(41)
	10.7

(51.3)



	Average low °C (°F)
	2.1

(35.8)
	1.8

(35.2)
	3.7

(38.7)
	5.0

(41)
	7.9

(46.2)
	10.9

(51.6)
	13.0

(55.4)
	12.9

(55.2)
	10.7

(51.3)
	7.8

(46)
	4.6

(40.3)
	2.3

(36.1)
	6.9

(44.4)



	Record low °C (°F)
	−16.6

(2.1)
	−16.1

(3)
	−11.1

(12)
	−4.6

(23.7)
	−1.7

(28.9)
	1.7

(35.1)
	4.4

(39.9)
	4.5

(40.1)
	−0.4

(31.3)
	−4.0

(24.8)
	−8.8

(16.2)
	−16.1

(3)
	−16.6

(2.1)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] mm (inches)
	56.6

(2.228)
	42.5

(1.673)
	47.6

(1.874)
	49.1

(1.933)
	57.1

(2.248)
	48.0

(1.89)
	48.9

(1.925)
	56.5

(2.224)
	54.1

(2.13)
	69.6

(2.74)
	66.1

(2.602)
	63.1

(2.484)
	659.7

(25.972)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 1.0 mm)
	11.5
	8.9
	10.1
	9.1
	9.7
	8.0
	7.9
	8.1
	9.1
	10.9
	11.3
	10.9
	115.5



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	62.5
	78.9
	111.2
	160.9
	192.9
	191.0
	207.0
	196.5
	141.2
	111.3
	70.7
	53.8
	1,577.9



	Source #1: Met Office[image: External link][32][33]



	Source #2: KNMI[image: External link][34]
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 Suburbs




Aside from the city centre, there are several suburbs and neighbourhoods within the borders of city of Oxford, including:


	Blackbird Leys[image: External link]

	
Cowley[image: External link]

	Temple Cowley





	
Iffley[image: External link]

	Littlemore[image: External link]

	Rose Hill[image: External link]





	Cutteslowe[image: External link]

	
Headington[image: External link]

	New Marston[image: External link]





	Jericho[image: External link]

	
North Oxford[image: External link]

	Park Town[image: External link]

	Norham Manor[image: External link]

	Walton Manor[image: External link]





	Osney[image: External link]

	
Summertown[image: External link]

	Sunnymead[image: External link]

	Waterways[image: External link]





	Wolvercote[image: External link]



Suburbs and neighbourhoods outside the city boundaries include:


	Botley[image: External link]

	Cumnor Hill[image: External link]

	Dean Court[image: External link]

	North Hinksey[image: External link]
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 Economy




Oxford has a diverse economy, which includes manufacturing, publishing and science-based industries as well as education, research and tourism.[35]
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 Car production




Oxford has been an important centre of motor manufacturing since Morris Motors[image: External link] was established in the city in 1910. The principal production site for Mini[image: External link] cars, now owned by BMW[image: External link], is in the Oxford suburb of Cowley[image: External link].
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 Publishing




Oxford University Press[image: External link], a department of the University of Oxford, is based in the city, although it no longer operates its own paper mill and printing house. The city is also home to the UK operations of Wiley-Blackwell[image: External link], Elsevier[image: External link] and several smaller publishing houses.
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 Science and technology




The presence of the university has given rise to many science and technology based businesses, including Oxford Instruments[image: External link], Research Machines[image: External link] and Sophos. The university established Isis Innovation[image: External link] in 1987 to promote technology transfer. The Oxford Science Park[image: External link] was established in 1990, and the Begbroke Science Park[image: External link], owned by the university, lies north of the city.

Oxford increasingly has a reputation for being a centre of digital innovation, as epitomized by Digital Oxford.[36] Several startups including Passle[image: External link],[37] Brainomix,[38] Labstep,[39] and more, are based in Oxford.
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 Education




The presence of the university has also led to Oxford becoming a centre for the education industry. Companies often draw their teaching staff from the pool of Oxford University students and graduates, and, especially for EFL education[image: External link], use their Oxford location as a selling point.[40]
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 Brewing




There is a long history of brewing in Oxford. Several of the colleges had private breweries, one of which, at Brasenose[image: External link], survived until 1889. In the 16th century brewing and malting appear to have been the most popular trades in the city. There were breweries in Brewer Street[image: External link] and Paradise Street[image: External link], near the Castle Mill Stream[image: External link].

The rapid expansion of Oxford and the development of its railway links after the 1840s facilitated expansion of the brewing trade.[41] As well as expanding the market for Oxford's brewers, railways enabled brewers further from the city to compete for a share of its market.[41] By 1874 there were nine breweries in Oxford and 13 brewers' agents in Oxford shipping beer in from elsewhere.[41] The nine breweries were: Flowers & Co in Cowley Road[image: External link], Hall's St Giles Brewery, Hall's Swan Brewery (see below), Hanley's City Brewery in Queen Street[image: External link], Le Mills's Brewery in St. Ebbes[image: External link], Morrell's[image: External link] Lion Brewery in St Thomas Street[image: External link] (see below), Simonds's Brewery in Queen Street, Weaving's Eagle Brewery (by 1869 the Eagle Steam Brewery) in Park End Street[image: External link] and Wootten and Cole's St. Clement's[image: External link] Brewery.[41]

The Swan's Nest Brewery, later the Swan Brewery, was established by the early 18th century in Paradise Street, and in 1795 was acquired by William Hall.[42] The brewery became known as Hall's Oxford Brewery, which acquired other local breweries. Hall's Brewery was acquired by Samuel Allsopp & Sons[image: External link] in 1926, after which it ceased brewing in Oxford.[43]

Morrell's was founded in 1743 by Richard Tawney. He formed a partnership in 1782 with Mark and James Morrell, who eventually became the owners.[44] After an acrimonious family dispute this much-loved brewery was closed in 1998,[45] the beer brand names being taken over by the Thomas Hardy Burtonwood brewery[image: External link],[46] while the 132 tied[image: External link] pubs were bought by Michael Cannon, owner of the American hamburger chain Fuddruckers[image: External link], through a new company, Morrells of Oxford.[47] The new owners sold most of the pubs on to Greene King[image: External link] in 2002.[48] The Lion Brewery was converted into luxury apartments in 2002.[49]
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 Bellfounding




The Taylor family[image: External link] of Loughborough[image: External link] had a bell-foundry[image: External link] in Oxford between 1786 and 1854.[50]
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 Shopping





	Broad Street[image: External link]

	Clarendon Shopping Centre[image: External link]

	Cornmarket Street[image: External link]

	George Street[image: External link]

	Golden Cross[image: External link]

	The High Street[image: External link]

	Little Clarendon Street[image: External link]

	Queen Street, Oxford[image: External link]

	The Covered Market[image: External link]

	Turl Street[image: External link]

	Westgate Shopping Centre[image: External link]

	Gloucester Green[image: External link]

	Cowley Road[image: External link]



Outside the city centre:


	
Banbury Road[image: External link], Summertown, Oxford

	
Botley Road[image: External link], Oxford

	Cowley Retail Park, Cowley, Oxford

	Cowley Road, Oxford[image: External link]

	Iffley Road, Oxford

	London Road, Headington, Oxford[image: External link]

	
North Parade[image: External link], Oxford

	St Clement's, Oxford[image: External link]

	
Templars Square shopping centre[image: External link], Cowley, Oxford

	
Walton Street[image: External link], Jericho, Oxford

	New Botley
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 Landmarks




Oxford has numerous major tourist attractions, many belonging to the university and colleges. As well as several famous institutions, the town centre is home to Carfax Tower and the University Church of St Mary the Virgin[image: External link], both of which offer views over the spires of the city. Many tourists shop at the historic Covered Market[image: External link]. In the summer punting[image: External link] on the Thames/Isis and the Cherwell is popular.
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 University of Oxford




Main article: University of Oxford[image: External link]


The University of Oxford[image: External link] is the oldest university in the English-speaking world[51] and one of the most famous and prestigious higher education institutions of the world, averaging nine applications to every available place, and attracting 40% of its academic staff and 17% of undergraduates from overseas.[52] It is currently ranked as the world's number one university, according to The Times Higher Education World University Rankings.[53]

Oxford is renowned for its tutorial[image: External link]-based method of teaching, with students attending an average of one one-hour tutorial a week.[52]
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 The city centre




As well as being a major draw for tourists (9.1 million in 2008, similar in 2009),[54] Oxford city centre has many shops, several theatres and an ice rink. The historic buildings make this location a popular target for film and TV crews.

The city centre is relatively small, and is centred on Carfax[image: External link], a cross-roads which forms the junction of Cornmarket Street (pedestrianised), Queen Street (semi-pedestrianised), St Aldate's[image: External link] and the High. Cornmarket Street and Queen Street are home to Oxford's various chain stores, as well as a small number of independent retailers, one of the longest established of which is Boswell's, which was founded in 1738.[55] St Aldate's has few shops but has several local government buildings, including the town hall, the city police station and local council offices. The High (the word street is traditionally omitted) is the longest of the four streets and has a number of independent and high-end chain stores, but mostly university and college buildings.

There are two small shopping centres in the city centre: The Clarendon Centre[image: External link][56] and the Westgate Centre[image: External link].[57] The Westgate Centre is named for the original West Gate in the city wall, and is located at the west end of Queen Street. The Westgate Shopping Centre is currently closed and undergoing a major redevelopment and expansion to 750,000 sq ft (70,000 m2), with a new 230,000 sq ft (21,000 m2) John Lewis[image: External link] department store and a number of new homes. Completion is expected in October 2017.

Blackwell's Bookshop[image: External link] is a large bookshop which claims the largest single room devoted to book sales in the whole of Europe, the cavernous Norrington Room (10,000 sq ft).[58]
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 The Bodleian Library




See also: Category:Libraries of the University of Oxford[image: External link]


The University of Oxford[image: External link] maintains the largest university library system in the UK,[59] and, with over 11 million volumes housed on 120 miles (190 km) of shelving, the Bodleian group is the second-largest library in the UK, after the British Library[image: External link]. The Bodleian is a legal deposit[image: External link] library, which means that it is entitled to request a free copy of every book published in the UK. As such, its collection is growing at a rate of over three miles (five kilometres) of shelving every year.[60]

Visitors can take a guided tour of the Old Bodleian Library to see inside its historic rooms, including the 15th-century Divinity School, medieval Duke Humfrey's Library, and the Radcliffe Camera. The Weston Library was redeveloped and reopened in 2015, with a new shop, cafe and exhibition galleries for visitors.[61]
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 Museums and galleries




See also: Category:Museums of the University of Oxford[image: External link]


Oxford is home to many museums[image: External link], galleries, and collections, most of which are free of admission charges and are major tourist attractions[image: External link]. The majority are departments of the University of Oxford[image: External link].

The first of these to be established was the Ashmolean Museum[image: External link], the world's first university museum[image: External link],[62] and the oldest museum in the UK.[63] Its first building was erected in 1678–1683 to house a cabinet of curiosities[image: External link] given to the University of Oxford[image: External link] in 1677. The museum reopened in 2009 after a major redevelopment. It holds significant collections of art and archaeology, including works by Michelangelo[image: External link], Leonardo da Vinci[image: External link], Turner[image: External link], and Picasso[image: External link], as well as treasures such as the Scorpion Macehead[image: External link], the Parian Marble[image: External link] and the Alfred Jewel[image: External link]. It also contains "The Messiah[image: External link]", a pristine Stradivarius violin, regarded by some as one of the finest examples in existence.[64]

The University Museum of Natural History[image: External link] holds the University's zoological, entomological and geological specimens. It is housed in a large neo-Gothic building on Parks Road[image: External link], in the University's Science Area[image: External link].[65][66] Among its collection are the skeletons of a Tyrannosaurus rex[image: External link] and Triceratops[image: External link], and the most complete remains of a dodo[image: External link] found anywhere in the world. It also hosts the Simonyi[image: External link] Professorship of the Public Understanding of Science[image: External link], currently held by Marcus du Sautoy[image: External link].

Adjoining the Museum of Natural History is the Pitt Rivers Museum[image: External link], founded in 1884, which displays the University's archaeological and anthropological collections, currently holding over 500,000 items. It recently built a new research annexe; its staff have been involved with the teaching of anthropology at Oxford since its foundation, when as part of his donation General Augustus Pitt Rivers[image: External link] stipulated that the University establish a lectureship in anthropology.[67]

The Museum of the History of Science[image: External link] is housed on Broad St in the world's oldest-surviving purpose-built museum building.[68] It contains 15,000 artefacts, from antiquity to the 20th century, representing almost all aspects of the history of science[image: External link].

In the University's Faculty of Music on St Aldate's[image: External link] is the Bate Collection[image: External link] of Musical Instruments, a collection mostly of instruments from Western classical music, from the medieval period onwards. Christ Church Picture Gallery[image: External link] holds a collection of over 200 old master[image: External link] paintings. The University also has an archive at the Oxford University Press Museum[image: External link].[69]

Other museums and galleries in Oxford include Modern Art Oxford[image: External link], the Museum of Oxford[image: External link], the Oxford Castle[image: External link], and The Story Museum[image: External link].[70]
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 Other attractions





	Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford[image: External link]

	The Headington Shark[image: External link]

	Oxford Botanic Garden[image: External link]

	Sheldonian Theatre[image: External link]

	St. Mary the Virgin Church[image: External link]

	Malmaison Hotel, located in a converted prison in part of the medieval Oxford Castle[image: External link]
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 Parks and nature walks




Oxford is a very green city, with several parks and nature walks within the ring road, as well as several sites just outside the ring road. In total, 28 nature reserves[image: External link] exist within or just outside Oxford ring road, including:


	University Parks[image: External link]

	Mesopotamia[image: External link]

	Rock Edge Nature Reserve[image: External link]

	Lye Valley[image: External link]

	South Park[image: External link]

	C. S. Lewis Nature Reserve

	Shotover Nature Reserve[image: External link]

	Port Meadow[image: External link]

	Cutteslowe Park[image: External link]
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 Transport
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 Air




In addition to the larger airports in the region, Oxford is served by nearby London Oxford Airport[image: External link], in Kidlington[image: External link]. The airport is also home to Oxford Aviation Academy, an airline pilot flight training centre, and several private jet companies.
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 Buses




Bus services in Oxford and its suburbs are run by the Oxford Bus Company[image: External link] and Stagecoach Oxfordshire[image: External link] as well as other operators including Thames Travel[image: External link], Arriva[image: External link] and several smaller operators.

Arriva runs the 280 Sapphire[image: External link] service to Aylesbury[image: External link] via Wheatley[image: External link], Thame[image: External link] and Haddenham[image: External link] seven days a week, at a frequency of up to every 20 minutes.[71] The new Sapphire buses have three-pin power sockets, leather seats and free, onboard Wi-Fi[image: External link].[72]

Oxford has five park and ride[image: External link] car parks with frequent bus links to the city centre:


	Pear Tree (bus 300)

	Redbridge (bus 300)

	
Seacourt[image: External link] (bus 400)

	Thornhill (bus 400)

	Water Eaton (bus 500)



There are also bus services to the John Radcliffe Hospital[image: External link] (from Thornhill and Water Eaton) and to the Churchill and Nuffield Hospitals (from Thornhill). As of 2015, Oxford has one of the largest urban park and ride networks in the UK. Its five sites have a combined capacity of 4,930 car parking spaces,[73] served by 20 Oxford Bus Company double deck buses with a combined capacity of 1,695 seats.[74] By comparisn, York park and ride[image: External link] has six sites with a combined total of 4,970 parking spaces[75] served by 35 First York[image: External link] buses, but they are single deckers with a combined capacity of 1,548 seats.[76]

More than 58% of Oxford Bus Company customers use the ITSO Ltd[image: External link] smartcard.[77]

In November 2014 almost all Oxford Bus Company buses within the Oxford SmartZone area have free WiFi installed.[78][79][80]

Hybrid[image: External link] buses, which use battery power with a small diesel generator, began to be used in Oxford on 15 July 2010, on Stagecoach Oxfordshire's Route 1 (City centre – Cowley – Blackbird Leys). Both Stagecoach and Oxford Bus Company now operate numerous hybrid buses in the city.[81] In 2014 Oxford Bus introduced a fleet of 20 new buses with flywheel energy storage[image: External link] (FES) on the services it operates under contract for Brookes University.[82] Whereas electric hybrids use battery storage and an electric motor to save fuel, FES uses a high-speed flywheel.
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 Coach




The Oxford to London coach route[image: External link] offers a frequent coach service to London. The X90 Oxford-London service is operated by the Oxford Bus Company[image: External link], whilst the Oxford Tube is operated by Stagecoach Oxfordshire[image: External link]. The Oxford Bus Company also runs the Airline services to Heathrow[image: External link] and Gatwick[image: External link] airports.

There is a bus station at Gloucester Green[image: External link], used mainly by the London and airport buses, National Express[image: External link] coaches and other long-distance buses including the route X5[image: External link] to Milton Keynes and Cambridge[image: External link].
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 Cycling




Among UK cities, Oxford has the second highest percentage of people cycling to work.[83]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Rail




In 1844, the Great Western Railway[image: External link] linked Oxford with London (Paddington)[image: External link] via Didcot[image: External link] and Reading[image: External link];[18][19] in 1851, the London and North Western Railway[image: External link] opened its own route from Oxford to London (Euston)[image: External link], via Bicester[image: External link], Bletchley[image: External link] and Watford[image: External link];[84] and in 1864 a third route, also to Paddington, running via Thame[image: External link], High Wycombe[image: External link] and Maidenhead[image: External link], was provided;[85] this was shortened in 1906 by the opening of a direct route between High Wycombe and London (Paddington) by way of Denham[image: External link].[86] The distance from Oxford to London was 78 miles (125.5 km) via Bletchley; 63.5 miles (102.2 km) via Didcot and Reading; 63.25 miles (101.8 km) via Thame and Maidenhead;[87] and 55.75 miles (89.7 km) via Denham.[86] Only the original (Didcot) route is still in use for its full length, portions of the others remain.

There were also routes to the north and west. The line to Banbury[image: External link] was opened in 1850,[88] and was extended to Birmingham[image: External link] in 1852;[89] a route to Worcester[image: External link] opened in 1853.[90] A branch to Witney[image: External link] was opened in 1862,[91] which was extended to Fairford[image: External link] in 1873.[92] The line to Witney and Fairford closed in 1962, but the others remain open.

Oxford has had three main railway stations. The first was opened at Grandpont in 1844,[93] but this was a terminus, inconvenient for routes to the north;[88] it was replaced by the present station[image: External link] on Park End Street[image: External link] in 1852 with the opening of the Birmingham route.[89] Another terminus, at Rewley Road[image: External link], was opened in 1851 to serve the Bletchley route;[94] this station closed in 1951.[95] There have also been a number of local railway stations, all of which are now closed.

Oxford railway station[image: External link] is half a mile (about 1 km) west of the city centre. The station is served by numerous routes, including CrossCountry[image: External link] services to as far away as Manchester[image: External link] and Edinburgh[image: External link], Great Western Railway[image: External link] (who operate the station) services to London Paddington[image: External link] and other destinations such as Worcester[image: External link], Banbury[image: External link] and occasional Chiltern Railways[image: External link] services to Birmingham[image: External link].

The present railway station opened in 1852. Oxford is the junction for a short branch line to Bicester[image: External link], which was upgraded to 100 mph (161 km/h) during an 18-month closure in 2014/2015 – and is anticipated to be extended to form the East West Rail Link[image: External link].[96] Chiltern Railways[image: External link] now connects Oxford to London Marylebone[image: External link], having sponsored the building of about 400 metres of new track between Bicester Town[image: External link] and the Chiltern Main Line[image: External link] southwards in 2014. The route serves High Wycombe[image: External link] and London Marylebone[image: External link], avoiding London Paddington[image: External link] and Didcot Parkway[image: External link]. The East West Rail Link[image: External link] is proposed to continue through Milton Keynes[image: External link], Bedford[image: External link],[97] Cambridge[image: External link],[98] and ultimately Ipswich[image: External link] and Norwich[image: External link],[99] thus providing alternative to connecting within London[image: External link]. The Varsity Line[image: External link] between Oxford and Cambridge[image: External link] is planned to link Bedford[image: External link] with a short gap to be reconstructed to Sandy[image: External link] then a rail link between the two cities will be restored via Hitchin[image: External link].

Oxford is also served by Oxford Parkway railway station[image: External link] which is situated in a rural area just outside the city boundary. It was opened in October 2015.
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 Rail–airport links




From Oxford station[image: External link] direct trains run to Hayes & Harlington[image: External link] where interchange with the Heathrow Connect[image: External link] train links with London Heathrow Airport[image: External link]. Passengers can change at Reading[image: External link] for connecting trains to Gatwick Airport[image: External link]. Some CrossCountry[image: External link] Trains run direct services to Birmingham International[image: External link] as well as further afield Southampton Airport Parkway[image: External link].
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 River and canal




Oxford was historically an important port on the River Thames[image: External link], with this section of the river being called the Isis[image: External link]; the Oxford-Burcot Commission[image: External link] in the 17th century attempted to improve navigation to Oxford.[100] Iffley Lock[image: External link] and Osney Lock[image: External link] lie within the bounds of the city. In the 18th century the Oxford Canal[image: External link] was built to connect Oxford with the Midlands[image: External link].[101]

Commercial traffic has given way to recreational use of the river and canal. Oxford was the original base of Salters Steamers[image: External link] (founded in 1858), which was a leading racing-boat-builder that played an important role in popularising pleasure boating on the Upper Thames. The firm runs a regular service from Folly Bridge[image: External link] downstream to Abingdon[image: External link] and beyond.
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 Roads




Oxford's central location on several transport routes means that it has long been a crossroads[image: External link] city with many coaching inns[image: External link], although road traffic is now strongly discouraged from using the city centre.

The Oxford Ring Road[image: External link] surrounds the city centre and close suburbs Marston[image: External link], Iffley[image: External link], Cowley[image: External link] and Headington[image: External link]; it consists of the A34[image: External link] to the west, a 330-yard section of the A44, the A40[image: External link] north and north-east, A4142[image: External link]/ A423[image: External link] to the east. It is a dual carriageway, except for a 330-yard section of the A40 where two residential service roads[image: External link] adjoin, and was completed in 1966.
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 A roads




The main roads to/from Oxford are:


	
A34[image: External link] – a trunk route connecting the North[image: External link] and Midlands to the port of Southampton[image: External link]. It leaves J9 of the M40[image: External link] north of Oxford, passes west of Oxford to Newbury[image: External link] and Winchester[image: External link] to the south and joins the M3[image: External link] 12.7 miles (20.4 km) north of Southampton. Since the completion of the Newbury bypass[image: External link] in 1998, this section of the A34 has been an entirely grade separated[image: External link] dual carriageway. Historically the A34 led to Bicester, Banbury, Stratford-upon-Avon[image: External link], Birmingham[image: External link] and Manchester[image: External link], but since the completion of the M40 it disappears at J9 and re-emerges 50 miles (80 km) north at Solihull[image: External link].

	
A40[image: External link] – leading east dualled to J8 of the M40 motorway, then an alternative route to High Wycombe[image: External link] and London[image: External link]; leading west part-dualled to Witney[image: External link] then bisecting Cheltenham[image: External link], Gloucester[image: External link], Monmouth[image: External link], Abergavenny[image: External link], passing Brecon[image: External link], Llandovery[image: External link], Carmarthen[image: External link] and Haverfordwest[image: External link] to reach Fishguard[image: External link].

	
A44[image: External link] – which begins in Oxford, leading past Evesham[image: External link] to Worcester[image: External link], Hereford[image: External link] and Aberystwyth[image: External link].

	
A420[image: External link] – which also begins in Oxford and leads to Bristol[image: External link] passing Swindon and Chippenham[image: External link].




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 Motorway




The city is served by the M40 motorway, which connects London to Birmingham. The M40 approached Oxford in 1974, leading from London to Waterstock[image: External link], where the A40 continued to Oxford. When the M40 extension to Birmingham was completed in January 1991, it curved sharply north, and a mile of the old motorway became a spur. The M40 comes no closer than 6 miles (9.7 km) away from the city centre, curving to the east of Otmoor[image: External link]. The M40 meets the A34 to the north of Oxford.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Education
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 Schools




Main article: List of schools in Oxfordshire[image: External link]
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 Universities and colleges




There are two universities in Oxford, the University of Oxford and Oxford Brookes University[image: External link], as well as the specialist further and higher education institution Ruskin College[image: External link] that is an Affiliate of the University of Oxford. The Islamic Azad University[image: External link] also has a campus[image: External link] near Oxford.
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 Media




As well as the BBC national radio stations, Oxford and the surrounding area has several local stations, including BBC Oxford[image: External link], Heart Thames Valley[image: External link], Destiny 105, Jack FM[image: External link] and Jack FM 2[image: External link] along with Oxide: Oxford Student Radio[102] (which went on terrestrial radio at 87.7 MHz FM in late May 2005). A local TV station, Six TV[image: External link]: The Oxford Channel was also available but closed in April 2009.[103] The city is home to a BBC TV newsroom which produces an opt-out from the main South Today[image: External link] programme broadcast from Southampton[image: External link].

Popular local papers include The Oxford Times[image: External link] (compact; weekly), its sister papers the Oxford Mail[image: External link] (tabloid; daily) and the Oxford Star (tabloid; free and delivered), and Oxford Journal[image: External link] (tabloid; weekly free pick-up). Oxford is also home to several advertising agencies.

Daily Information[image: External link] (known locally as Daily Info) is an events and advertising news sheet which has been published since 1964 and now provides a connected website.

Nightshift[image: External link] is a monthly local free magazine that has covered the Oxford music scene since 1991.[104]

In 2003 DIY[image: External link] grassroots non-corporate media has begun to spread.[105] Independent and community newspapers include the Jericho Echo[106] and Oxford Prospect.[107]
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 Culture
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 Theatres and cinemas





	
Burton Taylor Studio[image: External link], Gloucester Street

	
New Theatre[image: External link], George Street

	
Odeon[image: External link] Cinema, George Street

	Odeon Cinema, Magdalen Street[image: External link]


	
Old Fire Station Theatre[image: External link], George Street

	
O'Reilly Theatre[image: External link], Blackhall Road

	
Oxford Playhouse[image: External link], Beaumont Street[image: External link]


	Pegasus Theatre,[108] Magdalen Road

	
Phoenix Picturehouse[image: External link], Walton Street[image: External link]


	
Ultimate Picture Palace[image: External link], Cowley Road

	
Vue[image: External link] Cinema, Grenoble Road

	The North Wall Arts Centre, South Parade

	Creation Theatre Company
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 Literature and film




Main articles: Literature in Oxford[image: External link] and List of films shot in Oxford[image: External link]


Well-known Oxford-based authors include:


	
Brian Aldiss[image: External link], who lives in Oxford.

	
John Buchan, 1st Baron Tweedsmuir[image: External link], attended Brasenose College[image: External link]. Best known for his The Thirty-nine Steps, authored 32 novels and many more volumes of history, poetry and essays.

	
Susan Cooper[image: External link], best known for her The Dark Is Rising Sequence[image: External link]


	
Lewis Carroll[image: External link] (real name Charles Lutwidge Dodgson), Student[image: External link] and Mathematical Lecturer of Christ Church[image: External link].

	
Colin Dexter[image: External link], who wrote and set his Inspector Morse[image: External link] detective novels[image: External link] in Oxford.

	
John Donaldson[image: External link] (d. 1989), a poet resident in Oxford in later life.

	
Siobhan Dowd[image: External link], Oxford resident, who was an undergraduate at Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford[image: External link].

	
Kenneth Grahame[image: External link], educated at St Edward's School, Oxford[image: External link].

	
Michael Innes[image: External link] (J. I. M. Stewart), of Christ Church.

	
P. D. James[image: External link], who lives part-time in Oxford.

	
T. E. Lawrence[image: External link], "Lawrence of Arabia", Oxford resident, undergraduate at Jesus[image: External link], postgraduate at Magdalen[image: External link].

	
C. S. Lewis[image: External link], student at University College[image: External link] and Fellow of Magdalen.

	
Iris Murdoch[image: External link], Fellow of St Anne's[image: External link].

	
Carola Oman[image: External link], novelist and biographer, was born and brought up in the city.

	
Iain Pears[image: External link], undergraduate at Wadham[image: External link] and Oxford resident, whose novel An Instance of the Fingerpost[image: External link] is set in the city.

	
Philip Pullman[image: External link], undergraduate at Exeter[image: External link].

	
Dorothy L. Sayers[image: External link], undergraduate at Somerville[image: External link].

	
J. R. R. Tolkien[image: External link], undergraduate at Exeter[image: External link] and later professor of English at Merton[image: External link]


	
John Wain[image: External link], undergraduate at St John's and later Professor of Poetry at Oxford University 1973–78

	
Oscar Wilde[image: External link], a 19th-century poet and author who attended Oxford from 1874 to 1878.

	
Charles Williams[image: External link], editor at Oxford University Press[image: External link].



Oxford appears in the following works:[citation needed[image: External link]]


	The Scarlet Pimpernel[image: External link]

	"Harry Potter[image: External link]" (all the films to date)

	
The Chronicles of the Imaginarium Geographica[image: External link] by James A. Owen[image: External link]


	
Jude the Obscure[image: External link] (1895) by Thomas Hardy[image: External link] (in which Oxford is thinly disguised as "Christminster").

	
Zuleika Dobson[image: External link] (1911) by Max Beerbohm[image: External link].

	
Gaudy Night[image: External link] (1935) by Dorothy L. Sayers.

	
Brideshead Revisited[image: External link] (1945) by Evelyn Waugh[image: External link].

	
A Question of Upbringing[image: External link] (1951 ) by Anthony Powell[image: External link]


	
Second Generation (1964 novel)[image: External link] by Raymond Williams[image: External link]


	
Young Sherlock Holmes[image: External link] (1985) by Steven Spielberg[image: External link]


	
Inspector Morse[image: External link] (1987)

	
Where the Rivers Meet (1988) trilogy set in Oxford by John Wain[image: External link]


	
All Souls (1989) by Javier Marías[image: External link]


	
The Children of Men[image: External link] (1992) by P. D. James.

	
Doomsday Book[image: External link] (1992) by Connie Willis[image: External link]


	
His Dark Materials[image: External link] (1995 onwards) by Philip Pullman

	
Tomorrow Never Dies[image: External link] (1997)

	
The Saint[image: External link] (1997)

	
102 Dalmatians[image: External link] (2000)

	
Endymion Spring[image: External link] (2006) by Matthew Skelton[image: External link]


	
Lewis[image: External link] (2007)

	
The Oxford Murders[image: External link] (2008)

	
Mr. Nice[image: External link] (2010) The story of Howard Marks[image: External link]


	
X-Men: First Class[image: External link] (2011)

	
Endeavour[image: External link] (2012)

	
The Reluctant Cannibals (2013) by Ian Flitcroft
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 Music




Oxford, and its surrounding towns and villages, have produced many successful bands and musicians. The most notable Oxford act is Radiohead[image: External link], who all met at nearby Abingdon School, though other well known local bands include Supergrass[image: External link], Ride[image: External link], Swervedriver[image: External link], Lab 4[image: External link], Talulah Gosh[image: External link], the Candyskins[image: External link], Medal[image: External link], the Egg[image: External link], Unbelievable Truth[image: External link], Hurricane No. 1[image: External link], Crackout[image: External link], Goldrush[image: External link] and more recently, Young Knives[image: External link], Foals[image: External link], Glass Animals[image: External link], Dive Dive[image: External link] and Stornoway[image: External link]. These and many other bands from over 30 years of the Oxford music scene's history feature in the documentary film Anyone Can Play Guitar[image: External link]?.

In 1997, Oxford played host to Radio 1's[image: External link] Sound City, with acts such as Travis[image: External link], Bentley Rhythm Ace[image: External link], Embrace[image: External link], Spiritualized[image: External link] and DJ Shadow[image: External link] playing in various venues around the city including Oxford Brookes University[image: External link].[109]

It is also home to several brass bands, notably the City of Oxford Silver Band[image: External link], founded in 1887.
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 Sport
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 Football




The city's leading football club, Oxford United[image: External link], are currently in League One[image: External link], the third tier of league football, though they enjoyed some success in the past in the upper reaches of the league. They were elected to the Football League[image: External link] in 1962, reached the Third Division[image: External link] after three years and the Second Division[image: External link] after six, and most notably reached the First Division[image: External link] in 1985 – 23 years after joining the Football League. They spent three seasons in the top flight, winning the Football League Cup[image: External link] a year after promotion. The 18 years that followed relegation in 1988 saw their fortunes decline gradually, though a brief respite in 1996 saw them win promotion to the new (post Premier League[image: External link]) Division One in 1996 and stay there for three years. They were relegated to the Football Conference[image: External link] in 2006, staying there for four seasons before returning to the Football League[image: External link] in 2010. They play at the Kassam Stadium[image: External link] (named after former chairman Firoz Kassam[image: External link]), which is situated near the Blackbird Leys[image: External link] housing estate and has been their home since relocation from the Manor Ground[image: External link] in 2001. The club's notable former managers include Ian Greaves[image: External link], Jim Smith[image: External link], Maurice Evans[image: External link], Brian Horton[image: External link] and Denis Smith[image: External link]. Notable former players include John Aldridge[image: External link], Ray Houghton[image: External link], Tommy Caton[image: External link], Matt Elliott[image: External link], Dean Saunders[image: External link] and Dean Whitehead[image: External link].

Oxford City F.C.[image: External link] is a semi-professional football club, separate from Oxford United. It plays in the Conference South[image: External link], the sixth tier, and two levels on the pyramid[image: External link] below the Football League[image: External link]. Oxford City Nomads F.C.[image: External link] are another semi-professional football club, who ground share with Oxford City F.C. and play in the Hellenic league.
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 Rugby league




In 2013, Oxford Rugby League[image: External link] entered Rugby League[image: External link]'s semi-professional Championship 1[image: External link], the third tier of British Rugby League. Oxford Cavaliers[image: External link], who were formed in 1996, compete at the next level the Conference League South[image: External link]. Oxford University[image: External link] (The Blues)[110] and Oxford Brookes University[image: External link] (The Bulls)[111] both compete in the Rugby League BUCS university League.
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 Rugby union




Oxford Harlequins RFC[image: External link] is the city's main Rugby Union[image: External link] team and currently plays in the South West Division.

Oxford R.F.C[image: External link] is the oldest city team and currently plays in the Berks, Bucks and Oxon Championship. Their most famous player was arguably Michael James Parsons known as Jim Parsons who was capped by England.[112]

Oxford University RFC[image: External link] are the most famous club with more than 300 Oxford players gaining International honours; including Phil de Glanville, Joe Roff, Tyrone Howe, Anton Oliver, Simon Halliday, David Kirk and Rob Egerton.[113]

London Welsh RFC[image: External link] moved to the Kassam Stadium[image: External link] in 2012 to fulfil their Premiership[image: External link] entry criteria regarding stadium capacity. At the end of the 2015 season, following relegation, the club left Oxford.[114]
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 Speedway and greyhound racing




Oxford Cheetahs[image: External link] motorcycle speedway[image: External link] team has raced at Oxford Stadium[image: External link] in Cowley on and off since 1939. The Cheetahs competed in the Elite League[image: External link] and then the Conference League[image: External link] until 2007. They were Britain's most successful club in the late eighties becoming British League champions in 1985, 1986 and 1989. Four times world champion Hans Nielsen[image: External link] was the clubs most successful rider.

Greyhound racing took place at the Oxford Stadium[image: External link] from 1939 until 2012 and hosted some of the sports leading events such as the Pall Mall Stakes[image: External link], The Cesarewitch[image: External link] and Trafalgar Cup[image: External link]. The stadium remains intact but unused after closing in 2012.
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 Hockey




There are several hockey clubs based in Oxford. The Oxford Hockey Club (formed after a merger of City of Oxford HC and Rover Oxford HC in 2011) plays most of its home games on the pitch at Oxford Brookes University, Headington Campus and also uses the pitches at Headington Girls' School and Iffley Road. Oxford Hawks has two astroturf pitches at Banbury Road North, by Cutteslowe Park to the north of the city.
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 Ice hockey




Oxford City Stars[image: External link] is the local Ice Hockey Team which plays at Oxford Ice Rink[image: External link]. There is a senior/adults’ team[115] and a junior/children’s team.[116]
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 American football




Oxford Saints[image: External link] is Oxford's senior American Football team. One of the longest running American football clubs in the UK, the Saints were founded in 1983 and have competed for over 30 years against other British teams across the country.
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 Cricket




Oxford University Cricket Club[image: External link] is Oxford's most famous club with more than 300 Oxford players gaining International honours; including Colin Cowdrey[image: External link], Douglas Jardine[image: External link] and Imran Khan[image: External link].[117]

Oxfordshire County Cricket Club[image: External link] play in the Minor Counties League.
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 Rowing




Oxford University Boat Club[image: External link] compete in the world-famous Boat Race[image: External link]. Oxford is also home to the City of Oxford Rowing Club which is situated near Donnington Bridge.
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 Other sports




Headington Road Runners based at the OXSRAD sports facility in Marsh Lane (next to Oxford City F.C.[image: External link]) is Oxford's only road running club with an average annual membership exceeding 300. It was the club at which double Olympian Mara Yamauchi[image: External link] started her running career.
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 Twin towns




See also: List of twin towns and sister cities in England[image: External link]


Oxford is twinned[image: External link] with:





	
Bonn[image: External link], Germany[118][119]


	
Grenoble[image: External link], France[118][120][121]


	
Leiden[image: External link], Netherlands[118]


	
León[image: External link], Nicaragua[118]


	
Perm[image: External link], Russia[118]
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 Gallery
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 See also






	Bishop of Oxford[image: External link]

	Earl of Oxford[image: External link]

	List of attractions in Oxford[image: External link]

	List of Oxford architects[image: External link]

	Mayors of Oxford[image: External link]

	Oxfam[image: External link]

	Oxford bags[image: External link]

	Oxford comma[image: External link]

	The Oxfordian[image: External link] Age – a subdivision of the Jurassic[image: External link] Period named for Oxford
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Stagecoach Theatre Arts






Stagecoach Theatre Arts Ltd is a professional part-time theatre arts[image: External link] School with over 600 schools in the United Kingdom. Training is offered in singing, dancing and acting. Stagecoach operates one of the largest networks in the UK with 40,000 students and 9 other countries worldwide. In addition there are offshoots such as annual performance opportunities at Disneyland Paris[image: External link], performances at Her Majesty's Theatre[image: External link] in London, Stagecoach Teacher Training, Regional Choirs and Dance Troupes.

Stagecoach Theatre Arts is a franchises for part-time theatre arts schools in Australia, Canada, Germany, Gibraltar[image: External link], , Malta[image: External link], Spain, the United Kingdom and the United States.[1]
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 Overview




Stagecoach Theatre Arts Ltd is a national network of part-time theatre schools for young people aged 4 to 18 years. It was founded by Stephanie Manuel and David Sprigg in 1988 in Surrey.
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 25th Anniversary Celebrations




To celebrate their 25th Anniversary, 3500 children performed Andrew Lloyd Webbers 'Cats The Musical'in the Birmingham National Indoor Arena on March 24, 2013.[2] In association with 'The Really Useful Group', 3500 children from across Europe joined a virtual choir of many international Stagecoach students to perform the biggest production of the musical ever seen. The virtual choir was an addition to a 500 strong live choir, and to accompany the choir and the rest of the students was a full size orchestra and 16 selected soloists. 35 Stagecoach franchises across the UK performed the show on 7 'stages' around the arena, with each school taking it in turns to portray a small section of the musical. In addition to this, 52 selected elite dancers, including 14 solo dancers taking the named parts, performed the whole musical on a raised stage in the centre of the arena. The Really Useful Group, Andrew Lloyd Webber, Veronica Bennetts, Stephanie Manuel and Paul Leddington Wright all contributed and collaborated to bring this production together.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Early Stages (4 to 6 years old)




Children aged 4–6 years are introduced to Stagecoach through Early Stages classes which run for a shorter period of 90 minutes, split into three 30 minute sessions in dance, drama and singing.
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 Main School (6 to 16 years old)




Stagecoach offer singing, drama and dancing lessons all in one place over a three-hour time slot. The schools operate for three hours each week during term-time, either after school or at weekends where kids learn to sing, dance and act.
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 Young Performer




Young Performer (Known as 'The Mask' until a revamp to Young Performer in approx 2000) is the only national performing arts magazine for young people. Inspired by Stagecoach and published by Ten Alps Creative, the magazine is designed to appeal to those young people for whom acting, singing and dancing is a passion. With three issues a year, the focus is to entertain, inform and educate through articles, interviews, news stories, quizzes and competitions.

Young Performer magazine is circulated to all Stagecoach Main School students, a magazine devoted to young actors, singers and dancers, and includes information on the entertainment industry, and interviews with young British actors.[3]
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 Localization




Stagecoach is available with localized website versions in 9 countries including the UK.



	Country
	Language
	Website



	
 Australia (and worldwide launch)
	English (Australian)[image: External link]
	Stagecoach Australia[image: External link]



	
 Canada
	English (Canadian)[image: External link]
	Stagecoach Canada[image: External link]



	
 Germany
	German[image: External link]
	Stagecoach Germany[image: External link]



	
 Gibraltar
	English
	Stagecoach Gibraltar[image: External link]



	
 Malta
	English
	Stagecoach Malta[image: External link]



	
 South Africa
	English (South African)[image: External link]
	Stagecoach South Africa[image: External link]



	
 Spain
	English
	Stagecoach Spain[image: External link]



	
 UK
	English
	Stagecoach UK[image: External link]



	
 USA
	English (American)[image: External link]
	Stagecoach USA[image: External link]
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 Notable alumni





	
Jamie Bell[image: External link], actor

	
Esmé Bianco[image: External link], model, actress – starred in Game of Thrones[image: External link] and burlesque/cabaret performer

	
Zoe Birkett[image: External link], Pop Idol[image: External link] Series one (2001/02) Finalist, singer and actress

	
Jonny Clarke[image: External link], actor Bart McQueen[image: External link] in Hollyoaks[image: External link]


	Annaliese Dayes, radio presenter, model, 3rd place on America's Next Top Model, Cycle 18[image: External link] and 7th place Britain's Next Top Model, Cycle 5[image: External link]


	
Lorna Fitzgerald[image: External link], actress currently Abi Branning[image: External link] in EastEnders[image: External link]


	
Tom Fletcher[image: External link], lead singer and songwriter in Mcfly[image: External link]


	
Elliot Francis[image: External link], actor

	
Dani Harmer[image: External link], Actress Tracy Beaker[image: External link] lead role


	Charlotte Jaconelli, Britain's Got Talent[image: External link] (2012) finalist (as part of Jonathan and Charlotte[image: External link])

	Matt Johnson, Popstars: The Rivals[image: External link] finalist, One True Voice[image: External link] member

	
Myleene Klass[image: External link], actress, singer, model, pianist, radio and television presenter

	
Cher Lloyd[image: External link], The X Factor (UK)[image: External link] (2010) finalist

	
Clare Maguire[image: External link], Singer

	
Stuart Piper[image: External link], Agent

	
Aaron Renfree[image: External link], S Club 8[image: External link] singer, actor, dancer on The Voice UK[image: External link]


	
Shannon Saunders[image: External link], Singer (Winner of Disney Channel UK[image: External link] contest My Camp Rock 2[image: External link])

	Rachel Teate, actress (CBBC's Wolfblood)

	
Diana Vickers[image: External link], Singer, Actress The X Factor (UK)[image: External link] (2008) finalist

	
Emma Watson, actress

	Charlotte Wakefield, Spring Awakening[image: External link] actress
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Hermione Granger






Hermione Jean Granger (/her'maI.eni 'dZi:n 'greIndZer /[image: External link]) is a fictional character in J. K. Rowling[image: External link]'s Harry Potter[image: External link] series. She first appears in Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone, as a new student on her way to Hogwarts[image: External link]. After Harry and Ron save her from a mountain troll[image: External link] in the girls' toilets, she becomes best friends with them and often uses her quick wit, deft recall, and encyclopaedic knowledge to help them. Rowling has stated that Hermione resembles herself at a younger age, with her insecurity and fear of failure.[1]
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 Character development




Hermione Jean Granger is a Muggle-born[image: External link], Gryffindor[image: External link] student[2] who becomes best friends with Harry Potter and Ron Weasley. J.K. Rowling states that she was born on 19 September 1979[1] and she was nearly twelve when she first attended Hogwarts.[3] She is an overachiever who excels academically and is described by Rowling as a "very logical, upright and good" character.[4] Rowling adds that Hermione's parents, two Muggle[image: External link] dentists, are a bit bemused by their odd daughter but "very proud of her all the same."[5] They are well aware of the wizarding world and have visited Diagon Alley[image: External link] with her. Hermione was originally intended to have a sister, but the planned sibling did not make an appearance in the first Harry Potter novel and, as Rowling noted, it "seemed too late" to introduce the character after that.[5] Rowling confirmed in a 2004 interview that Hermione is an only child.[6]

Rowling has described the character of Luna Lovegood[image: External link] as the "anti-Hermione" as they are so different.[7] Hermione's foil[image: External link] at Hogwarts is Pansy Parkinson[image: External link], a bully based on real-life girls who teased the author during her school days.[8]

Rowling stated that the character of Hermione carries several autobiographical influences: "I did not set out to make Hermione like me but she is...she is an exaggeration of how I was when I was younger."[4] She recalled being called a "little know-it-all" in her youth.[1] Moreover, she states that not unlike herself, "there is a lot of insecurity and a great fear of failure" beneath Hermione's swottiness. Finally, according to Rowling, next to Albus Dumbledore[image: External link], Hermione is the perfect expository character; because of her encyclopaedic knowledge, she can always be used as a plot dump[image: External link] to explain the Harry Potter universe[image: External link].[9] Rowling also states that her feminist conscience is rescued by Hermione, "who's the brightest character" and is a "very strong female character".[10]

Hermione's first name is taken from a character in William Shakespeare[image: External link]'s The Winter's Tale[image: External link], though Rowling has said that the two characters have little in common otherwise.[11] Rowling said that she wanted it to be unusual since if fewer girls shared her name, fewer girls would get teased for it[11] and it seemed that "a pair of professional dentists, who liked to prove how clever they are...gave [her] an unusual name that no-one could pronounce."[12] Her original last name was "Puckle", but Rowling felt the name "did not suit her at all", and so the less frivolous Granger made it into the books.[1]
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 Appearances
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 Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone




Hermione first appears in Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone when she meets Harry and Ron on the Hogwarts Express[image: External link]. Here Hermione condemns Ron for his inability to perform a spell to turn his rat yellow. She proves just how much she knows by declaring that she memorized all the textbooks by heart and performing a spell on Harry. She constantly annoys her peers with her knowledge, so Harry and Ron initially consider her arrogant; especially after she criticises Ron's incantation of the Levitation[image: External link] Charm.[13] They heartily dislike her until they rescue her from a troll[image: External link], for which she is so thankful that she lies to protect them from punishment, thus winning their friendship.[14] Hermione's knack for logic later enables the trio to solve a puzzle that is essential to retrieving the Philosopher's Stone, and she defeats the constrictive Devil's Snare plant by summoning a jet of "bluebell flame".[15]

Hermione is the brains behind the plan to enter the place where the Stone is hidden. She responds to Harry's wariness of Professor Severus Snape[image: External link] and is also suspicious of him. She reveals to Harry and Ron that she does a lot of research in the library, which helped her defeat the Devil's Snare and work out the logic of the potions.

Rowling said on her website that she resisted her editor's requests to remove the troll scene, stating "Hermione is so very arrogant and annoying in the early part of Philosopher's Stone that I really felt it needed something (literally) huge to bring her together with Harry and Ron."[1]
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 Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets




Hermione (along with Ron's mother Molly Weasley[image: External link] and a few female students of Hogwarts) develops a liking for Defence Against the Dark Arts[image: External link] teacher Gilderoy Lockhart[image: External link] as he had written all the books required for the subject of Defence Against The Dark Arts in Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets[image: External link].[16] During a morning confrontation between the Gryffindor and Slytherin Quidditch[image: External link] teams, a brawl nearly ensues after Draco Malfoy calls her a " Mudblood[image: External link]", an insulting epithet for Muggle-born wizards when she defends the Gryffindor Quidditch team. She concocts the Polyjuice Potion needed for the trio to disguise themselves as Draco's housemates to collect information about the Heir of Slytherin who has reopened the Chamber of Secrets. However, she is unable to join Harry and Ron in the investigation after the hair plucked from the robes of Slytherin student Millicent Bulstrode (with whom Hermione was previously matched up during Lockhart's ill-fated Duelling Club) was that of her cat, whose appearance she takes on in her human form; it takes several weeks for the effects to completely wear off. Hermione is Petrified by the basilisk[image: External link] after successfully identifying the creature through library research. Though she lies incapacitated in the hospital wing, her information is crucial to Harry and Ron in their successful mission to solve the mystery of the Chamber of Secrets[image: External link]. Hermione is revived after Harry kills the basilisk, but she is distraught to learn that all end-of-year exams have been cancelled as a school treat.[17]
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 Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban




Hermione buys a cat named Crookshanks[image: External link], who takes to chasing Ron's pet rat, Scabbers[image: External link].[18] Before the start of term, Professor McGonagall[image: External link] secretly gives Hermione a Time-Turner[image: External link], a device which enables her to go back in time and handle her heavy class schedule, though this is not revealed until the penultimate chapter. Much tension comes into play between Hermione and her two best friends; Harry is furious with her because she told McGonagall that he had received a Firebolt, which was confiscated to be inspected for traces of dark magic. Ron is angry because he feels Crookshanks is responsible for Scabbers' disappearance, while Hermione fiercely maintains that Crookshanks is innocent.

While filling in for Remus Lupin[image: External link] in one Defence Against the Dark Arts class, Snape labels Hermione "an insufferable know-it-all" and penalises Gryffindor after she speaks out of turn in her attempt to describe a werewolf[image: External link] when no one else does. She correctly deduces Lupin's secret after completing Snape's homework assignment from the class, while Crookshanks proves vital in exposing Scabbers as Peter Pettigrew[image: External link], a friend of James[image: External link] and Lily Potter[image: External link] who revealed their whereabouts to Lord Voldemort[image: External link] the night of their murders, and was able to wrongly implicate Sirius Black[image: External link] (revealed to be Harry's godfather[image: External link]) in the Potters' deaths.[19] The Time-Turner enables Hermione and Harry to rescue Sirius and the hippogriff Buckbeak[image: External link].[19]
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 Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire




Hermione is horrified by the cruelty that house-elves suffer, and founds S.P.E.W., the Society for the Promotion of Elfish Welfare, as an effort to gain basic rights for them. She is Bulgarian Quidditch prodigy Viktor Krum[image: External link]'s date at the Yule Ball of the Triwizard Tournament.[20] The proper pronunciation of her name (Her-my-oh-nee) is interjected into the plot when she teaches it to Krum; the best he can do is "Herm-own-ninny," but she has no problem with it.[1] She later gets into a heated argument with Ron after he accuses her of "fraternising with the enemy" in reference to her friendship with Krum. In the book, Hermione's feelings toward Ron are hinted at when she says that Ron can't see her "like a girl," but Krum could. She supports Harry through the Triwizard Tournament, helping him prepare for each task. At the end of the second task, Krum asks her to come see him over the summer in Bulgaria, but she politely refuses. Near the end of the term she stops fraudulent tabloid reporter and unregistered Animagus[image: External link], Rita Skeeter[image: External link], who had published defamatory material about Hermione, Harry, and Hagrid[image: External link] during the Triwizard Tournament, by holding her Animagus form (a beetle) captive in a jar.[21]
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 Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix




Hermione becomes a Gryffindor prefect[image: External link] along with Ron, and befriends Luna Lovegood[image: External link], but their friendship gets off to a rocky start after Hermione chastises the publication of Luna's father[image: External link]: "The Quibbler[image: External link]'s rubbish, everyone knows that." She also lambasts housemate Lavender Brown[image: External link] for believing the Daily Prophet[image: External link]'s allegations of Harry fabricating stories of Voldemort's return. Ron and Hermione spend much of their time bickering, likely due to their growing romantic feelings toward one another, but they show continued loyalty to Harry. Later, with Luna's assistance, new headmistress Professor Umbridge[image: External link] attempts to ban the magazine from Hogwarts. This effort becomes moot as the story spreads quickly through the school. One turning point in the series is when Hermione conceives the idea of Harry secretly teaching defensive magic to a small band of students in defiance of the Ministry of Magic[image: External link]'s dictum to teach only the subject's basic principles from a textbook, with no hands-on practice. Hermione gets an unexpectedly huge response, and the group becomes the nascent Dumbledore's Army[image: External link]. She is involved in the battle in the Department of Mysteries[image: External link] and seriously injured by a spell from Death Eater Antonin Dolohov[image: External link], but makes a full recovery.[22]
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 Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince




New Potions professor Horace Slughorn[image: External link] invites Hermione to join his "Slug Club",[23] and she helps Ron retain his spot on the Gryffindor Quidditch team when she confunds Cormac McLaggen[image: External link], causing him to miss his last save attempt during Keeper tryouts. Hermione's feelings for Ron continue to grow and she decides to make a move by inviting him to Slughorn's Christmas Party, but he romances Lavender instead in retaliation for his belief that Hermione had kissed Krum years earlier. She attempts to get even by dating McLaggen at the Christmas party, but her plan goes bust and she abandons him midway through the party.[24] Ron and Hermione continually feud with each other (Ron is upset with her because she set birds to attack him after seeing him and Lavender kissing; Hermione is mostly mad because of her growing jealousy) until he suffers a near-fatal poisoning from tainted mead, which frightens her enough to reconcile with him. Following Dumbledore's death, Ron and Hermione both vow to stay by Harry's side regardless of what happens.[25] A minor subplot in the book is that Hermione and Harry form a rivalry in Potions, as Hermione is used to coming first in her subjects and is angered that Harry outperforms her undeservedly by following tips and different instructions written in the margins of Harry's potions book by the previous owner. Hermione is also the only one of the trio to successfully pass her Apparition[image: External link] test (Ron failed and Harry was too young).
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 Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows




In the seventh and final book[image: External link], Hermione accompanies Harry on his quest to destroy Voldemort's remaining Horcruxes[image: External link]. Before leaving on the quest, she helps ensure the safety of her parents by placing a false memory charm on them, making them think they are Wendell and Monica Wilkins, whose lifetime ambition is to move to Australia. She inherits Dumbledore's personal copy of The Tales of Beedle the Bard[image: External link], which allows her to decipher some of the secrets of the Deathly Hallows[image: External link]. She prepared for their departure and journey by placing an Undetectable Extension Charm[image: External link] on a small beaded purse[image: External link] so she is able to fill the infinite depths of the bag with materials they will need. Hermione's spell saves her and Harry from Lord Voldemort and his snake Nagini[image: External link] in Godric's Hollow, although the ricochet snaps Harry's wand. When she, Ron, and Harry are captured by Snatchers, who are on the hunt for Muggle-borns under the Ministry's orders, Hermione disguises Harry by temporarily disfiguring his face with a Stinging Jinx. She also attempts to pass herself off as former Hogwarts student Penelope Clearwater and a half-blood to avoid persecution, but is later recognised and taken to Malfoy Manor[image: External link] where Bellatrix Lestrange[image: External link] tortures her with the Cruciatus Curse in an attempt to extract information on how Hermione, Harry, and Ron came to possess Godric Gryffindor's sword[image: External link] (which was supposed to be safe in the Lestrange vault at Gringotts[image: External link]). Even under torture, Hermione is able to use her quick thinking to lie to Bellatrix that the sword is a fake. When the others are able to escape their cell, Bellatrix threatens to slit Hermione's throat. Hermione, Harry, Ron and the other prisoners being held in Malfoy Manor are eventually rescued by Dobby[image: External link].

Hermione later uses Polyjuice Potion to impersonate Bellatrix when the trio attempt to steal Hufflepuff's cup[image: External link] from Gringotts. She, Harry, and Ron join Dumbledore's Army in the Battle of Hogwarts, during which Hermione destroys Hufflepuff's cup in the Chamber of Secrets with a basilisk fang, eliminating another Horcrux. Hermione and Ron also share their first kiss in the midst of the battle.[26] In the final battle in the Great Hall, Hermione fights Bellatrix with the help of Ginny Weasley and Luna. However, the three of them are unable to defeat Bellatrix and stop fighting her once Molly Weasley orders them to disengage.[27]
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 Epilogue




Nineteen years after Voldemort's death, Hermione and Ron have two children, Rose and Hugo[image: External link].[28] Though the epilogue does not explicitly say Hermione and Ron are married,[28] news articles and other sources treat it as a fact.[29][30][31]
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 Harry Potter and the Cursed Child




In Harry Potter and the Cursed Child[image: External link], set 19 years after the events of the books, Hermione is the Minister for Magic[image: External link].
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 Characterisation
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In the books, Hermione is described as having bushy brown hair and brown eyes. Her front teeth, already very large, grow uncontrollably in Goblet of Fire after she is hit by a spell cast by Draco. Madam Pomfrey[image: External link] attends to her in the hospital wing and, at her request, shrinks the teeth down to a normal size for her mouth.
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Hermione's most prominent features include her prodigious intellect and cleverness. She is levelheaded, book-smart, and is very good with logic. Throughout the series Hermione uses the skills of a librarian to gather the information necessary to defeat Voldemort. When in doubt it is to the library that Hermione turns.[32] She is often bossy yet unfailingly dutiful and loyal to her friends—a person who can be counted on. Rowling stated that Hermione is a person that "never strays off the path; she always keeps her attention focused on the job that must be done."[33] Despite Hermione's intelligence and bossy attitude, Rowling says that Hermione has "quite a lot of vulnerability in her personality,"[34] as well as a "sense of insecurity underneath," feels "utterly inadequate... and to compensate, she tries to be the best at everything at school, projecting a false confidence that can irritate people."[35] During her Defence against the Dark Arts exam at the end of Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban[image: External link], Hermione reveals that her biggest fear is failure, after a Boggart[image: External link] takes the form of Professor McGonagall and tells her that she has failed all her exams.

Hermione has an extremely compassionate side to her personality and is quick to help others, especially those who are defenceless, such as Neville Longbottom[image: External link], first-years, House-Elves, fellow Muggle-borns, half-giants like Hagrid, and werewolves like Lupin. It was revealed by Rowling after the publication of the final book that Hermione's career in the Ministry was to fight for the rights of the oppressed (such as House-elves or Muggle-borns). Hermione is also very protective of her friends and values them so much that Rowling has suggested that, if Hermione had looked in the Mirror of Erised[image: External link], she would have seen Harry, Ron, and herself "alive and unscathed, and Voldemort finished."[36] Hermione has also learned to ignore what bullies such as Draco say to her, often preventing Harry and Ron from retaliating and thinking of some way to outsmart him. She accepts her status as a Muggle-born witch, and states in Deathly Hallows that she is "a Mudblood and proud of it".[37]
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 Magical abilities and skills




Hermione is portrayed during the whole series as an exceptionally talented young witch. Rowling has stated that Hermione is a "borderline genius."[38] She received ten O.W.L.s, which were nine Outstandings and one Exceeds Expectations. She is the best student in Harry's year and is repeatedly the first student to master any spell or charm introduced in classes and even from more advanced years, as evidenced when she is able to conjure a Protean Charm[image: External link] on the D.A.'s fake Galleon coins[image: External link], which is actually a N.E.W.T.[image: External link] level charm.[39] She is also the first one to be able to cast non-verbal spells.[40] Hermione is an competent duellist - Rowling has stated that while during the first three books Hermione would have beaten Harry in a magical duel, by the fourth book Harry had become so good at Defence Against the Dark Arts that he would have defeated Hermione.[41] Hermione did not tend to do as well in subjects that were not learned through books or formal training, as broom flying did not come as naturally to her in her first year as it did to Harry,[42] and she showed no affinity for Divination[image: External link], which she dropped from her third year studies.[43] She was also not good at Wizard's Chess[image: External link], as it was the only thing at which she ever lost.[44]

Hermione's Patronus[image: External link] is an otter[image: External link], Rowling's favourite animal.[45] Her wand is made of vine wood and dragon heartstring core; vine is the wood ascribed to Hermione's fictional birth month (September) on the Celtic calendar[image: External link].[46]
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 Reception




Hermione is viewed by many as a feminist icon.[47] In The Ivory Tower and Harry Potter, the first book-length analysis of the Harry Potter series (edited and compiled by Lana A. Whited), a chapter titled "Hermione Granger and the Heritage of Gender," by Eliza T. Dresang[image: External link], discusses Hermione's role in the series and its relation to feminist debates.[48] The chapter begins with an analysis of Hermione's name and the role of previous characters with the same name in mythology and fiction, and the heritage Hermione has inherited from these characters due to her name. Dresang also emphasises Hermione's parallelism with Rowling herself and how, as Hermione has some attributes from Rowling herself, she must be a strong character.

The chapter also points out the fact that, despite being born to Muggle parents, Hermione's magical abilities are innate. Her "compulsion for study" helps both the character's development, which makes Hermione "a prime example that information brings power", and the plot of the series, as her knowledge of the wizarding world is often used to "save the day". Dresang states that "Harry and Ron are more dependent on Hermione than she is on them." However, she also remarks that Hermione's "hysteria and crying happen far too often to be considered a believable part of the development of Hermione's character and are quite out of line with her core role in the book."[48]

UGO Networks[image: External link] listed Hermione as one of their best heroes of all time, saying, "Most of us can probably recall having a classmate like Hermione when we were in grammar school"—one who "can at first be a little off-putting, but once you get to know her, she's not a bad chick to have on your side".[49] IGN also listed Hermione as their second top Harry Potter character, praising her character development.[50]

Philip Nel[image: External link] of Kansas State University[image: External link] notes that "Rowling, who worked for Amnesty International[image: External link], evokes her social activism through Hermione's passion for oppressed elves and the formation of her 'Society for the Promotion of Elfish Welfare'".[51]

However, in an analysis for Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, Rowland Manthrope states that "seven books on, we still only know her as swottish, sensible Hermione—a caricature, not a character."[52]
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 Portrayals
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 Film series




Emma Watson portrayed Hermione in all eight Harry Potter films[image: External link]. Watson's Oxford theatre teacher passed her name on to the casting agents of Philosopher's Stone, impressed with her school play performances.[53] Though Watson took her audition seriously, she "never really thought she had any chance" of getting the part.[54] The producers were impressed by Watson's self-confidence and she outperformed the thousands of other girls who had applied.[55]

Rowling herself was supportive of Watson after her first screen test.[53] When asked if she thought actors suited the characters, Rowling said, "Yes, I did. Emma Watson in particular was very, very like Hermione when I first spoke to her, I knew she was perfect from that first phone call."[5]

Watson was well-received for the first film; IGN even commented that "from Hermione Granger's perfect introduction to her final scene, Watson is better than I could have possibly imagined. She steals the show."[56] IGN also wrote that her "astute portrayal of Hermione has already become a favorite among fans."[57]

Before the production of Half-Blood Prince[image: External link], Watson considered not returning,[58] but eventually decided that "the pluses outweighed the minuses" and that she could not bear to see anyone else play Hermione.[59]

Watson has said that Hermione is a character who makes "brain not beauty cool," and that though Hermione is "slightly socially inept," she is "not ashamed of herself."[60] When filming Chamber of Secrets, Watson was "adamant" that she wasn't like Hermione, but she reflects that "as I got older, I realised she was the greatest role model a girl could have."[61] In 2007, before the release of Order of the Phoenix, Watson said, "There are too many stupid girls in the media. Hermione's not scared to be clever. I think sometimes really smart girls dumb themselves down a bit, and that's bad. When I was nine or ten, I would get really upset when they tried to make me look geeky, but now I absolutely love it. I find it's so much pressure to be beautiful. Hermione doesn't care what she looks like. She's a complete tomboy."[59]

Screenwriter Steve Kloves[image: External link] revealed in a 2003 interview that Hermione was his favourite character. "There's something about her fierce intellect coupled with a complete lack of understanding of how she affects people sometimes that I just find charming and irresistible to write."[9]
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 Harry Potter and the Cursed Child




In Harry Potter and the Cursed Child[image: External link], Hermione Granger is played by the South African-born actress Noma Dumezweni[image: External link], also known for her work in Linda, A Raisin in the Sun[image: External link] and A Human Being Died That Night[image: External link].[62] Dumezweni described the role as a "privilege and a responsibility" and said that "we all aspire to be Hermione."[63] The choice of a black actress to play the part led to criticism on social media, which J.K. Rowling described as being by "a bunch of racists", adding that the books never explicitly mentioned her race or skin colour, and that she has been portrayed as black in fan art.[64] Emma Watson also expressed her support for the actress, tweeting that she looked forward to seeing her in the role.[65] Dumezweni herself called the backlash "so unimaginative",[66] stating that "So many young actors and actresses have told me that they’re so pleased I’m playing Hermione because they can see a version of themselves on the stage."[67]

Dumezweni received praise for her performance; The Independent commented that she "did a tremendous job as the stern witch."[68] At the 2017 Laurence Olivier Awards[image: External link], Dumezweni received the Award for Best Actress in a Supporting Role[image: External link] for her portrayal of Hermione.[67]
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 In popular culture




Hermione has been parodied in numerous sketches and animated series. On Saturday Night Live[image: External link], Hermione was played by Lindsay Lohan.[69] On his show Big Impression[image: External link], Alistair McGowan[image: External link] did a sketch called "Louis Potter and the Philosopher's Scone". It featured impressions of Nigella Lawson[image: External link] as Hermione.[70] In 2003, Comic Relief[image: External link] performed a spoof story called Harry Potter and the Secret Chamberpot of Azerbaijan, in which Miranda Richardson[image: External link], who plays Rita Skeeter[image: External link] in the Harry Potter films, featured as Hermione.[71][72] Hermione also features in the Harry Bladder sketches in All That[image: External link], in which she appears as Herheiny and is portrayed by Lisa Foiles[image: External link]. The Wedge[image: External link], an Australian sketch comedy[image: External link], parodies Hermione and Harry in love on a "Cooking With..." show before being caught by Snape.[73] Hermione also appears as Hermione Ranger in Harry Podder: Dude Where's My Wand?, a play by Desert Star Theater[image: External link] in Utah, written by sisters Laura J., Amy K. and Anna M. Lewis.[74][75] In the 2008 American comedy film Yes Man[image: External link], Allison (played by Zooey Deschanel[image: External link]) accompanies Carl (Jim Carrey) to a Harry Potter-themed party dressed as Hermione.

In Harry Cover, a French comic book parody of the Harry Potter series by Pierre Veys (subsequently translated into Spanish and English), Hermione appears as Harry Cover's friend Hormone[image: External link].[76] Hermione also appears in The Potter Puppet Pals[image: External link] sketches by Neil Cicierega[image: External link], and in the A Very Potter Musical[image: External link], A Very Potter Sequel[image: External link], and A Very Potter Senior Year[image: External link] musicals by StarKid Productions[image: External link] played by Bonnie Gruesen in the first two and Meredith Stepien in the third.
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Harry Potter (film series)






Harry Potter is a British-American film series[image: External link] based on the Harry Potter[image: External link] novels by author J. K. Rowling[image: External link]. The series is distributed by Warner Bros.[image: External link] and consists of eight fantasy films[image: External link], beginning with Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone (2001) and culminating with Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2 (2011).[2][3] A spin-off[image: External link] prequel[image: External link] series will consist of five films, starting with Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them[image: External link] (2016). The Fantastic Beasts films mark the beginning of a shared media franchise known as J. K. Rowling's Wizarding World.[4]

The series was mainly produced by David Heyman, and stars Daniel Radcliffe, Rupert Grint, and Emma Watson as the three leading characters: Harry Potter, Ron Weasley, and Hermione Granger. Four directors worked on the series: Chris Columbus, Alfonso Cuarón, Mike Newell, and David Yates.[5] The screenplays were written by Steve Kloves[image: External link], with the exception of Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix (2007), which was written by Michael Goldenberg[image: External link]. Production took over ten years to complete, with the main story arc[image: External link] following Harry Potter's quest to overcome his arch-enemy Lord Voldemort[image: External link].[6]

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows[image: External link], the seventh and final novel in the series, was adapted into two feature-length parts.[7] Part 1 was released in November 2010, and Part 2 was released in July 2011.[8][9]

Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban (2004) is the only film in the series not among the 50 highest-grossing films of all time, with Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2, the highest-grossing film in the series and one of 30 films to gross over $1 billion, ranking at number 8.[10] Without inflation adjustment, it is the second highest-grossing film series[image: External link] with $8.5 billion in worldwide receipts.



TOP
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 Origins




Late in 1997, film producer David Heyman's London offices received a copy of the first book in what would become Rowling's series of seven Harry Potter novels. The book, Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone, was relegated to a low-priority bookshelf, where it was discovered by a secretary who read it and gave it to Heyman with a positive review. Consequently, Heyman, who had originally disliked "the rubbish title", read the book himself. Highly impressed by Rowling's work, he began the process that led to one of the most successful cinematic franchises of all time.[11]

Heyman's enthusiasm led to Rowling's 1999 sale of the film rights for the first four Harry Potter books to Warner Bros. for a reported £[image: External link]1 million (US$2,000,000).[12] A demand Rowling made was that the principal cast be kept strictly British, allowing nevertheless for the inclusion of many Irish actors, such as Richard Harris[image: External link] as Dumbledore, and for casting of French and Eastern European actors in Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire[image: External link] where characters from the book are specified as such.[13] Rowling was hesitant to sell the rights because she "didn't want to give them control over the rest of the story" by selling the rights to the characters, which would have enabled Warner Bros. to make non-author-written sequels.[14]

Although Steven Spielberg[image: External link] initially negotiated to direct the first film, he declined the offer.[15] Spielberg wanted the adaptation to be an animated film[image: External link], with American actor Haley Joel Osment[image: External link] providing Harry Potter's voice.[16] Spielberg contended that, in his opinion, there was every expectation of profit in making the film. He claims that making money would have been like "shooting ducks in a barrel. It's just a slam dunk. It's just like withdrawing a billion dollars and putting it into your personal bank accounts. There's no challenge".[17] In the "Rubbish" Bin section of her website, Rowling maintains that she had no role in choosing directors for the films, writing "Anyone who thinks I could (or would) have 'veto-ed' him [Spielberg] needs their Quick-Quotes Quill[image: External link] serviced."[18]

After Spielberg left, conversations began with other directors, including Chris Columbus, Jonathan Demme[image: External link], Terry Gilliam[image: External link], Mike Newell, Alan Parker[image: External link], Wolfgang Petersen[image: External link], Rob Reiner[image: External link], Tim Robbins[image: External link], Brad Silberling[image: External link], and Peter Weir.[19] Petersen and Reiner both pulled out of the running in March 2000.[20] It was then narrowed down to Columbus, Gilliam, Parker, and Silberling.[21] Rowling's first choice was Terry Gilliam.[22] However, on 28 March 2000 Columbus was appointed as director of the film, with Warner Bros. citing his work on other family films such as Home Alone[image: External link] and Mrs. Doubtfire[image: External link] as influences for their decision.[23]


Harry Potter is the kind of timeless literary achievement that comes around once in a lifetime. Since the books have generated such a passionate following across the world, it was important to us to find a director that has an affinity for both children and magic. I can't think of anyone more ideally suited for this job than Chris [Columbus].

— Lorenzo di Bonaventura[image: External link], Warner Bros.[image: External link][23]



Steve Kloves[image: External link] was selected to write the screenplay for the first film. He described adapting the book as "tough" since it did not "lend itself to adaptation as well as the next two books". Kloves was sent a "raft" of synopses of books proposed as film adaptations, with Harry Potter being the only one that jumped out at him. He went out and bought the book, becoming an instant fan. When speaking to Warner Bros. he stated that the film had to be British and true to the characters.[24] David Heyman was confirmed to produce the film.[23] Rowling received a large amount of creative control for the film, an arrangement that Columbus did not mind.[25]

Warner Bros. had initially planned to release the first film over the 4 July 2001 weekend, making for such a short production window that several of the originally proposed directors had withdrawn themselves from contention. Eventually, due to time constraints, the date was put back to 16 November 2001.[26]
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 Casting the roles of Harry, Ron, and Hermione




In 2000, after a seven-month search, lead actor Daniel Radcliffe was discovered by producer David Heyman and writer Steve Kloves seated just behind them in a theatre. In Heyman's own words, "There sitting behind me was this boy with these big blue eyes. It was Dan Radcliffe. I remember my first impressions: He was curious and funny and so energetic. There was real generosity too, and sweetness. But at the same time he was really voracious and with hunger for knowledge of whatever kind." [11]

Radcliffe had already established himself as an actor in the 1999 BBC television production of David Copperfield[image: External link] in which he played the title role's childhood years. Heyman persuaded Radcliffe's parents to allow him to audition for the part of Harry Potter, which involved Radcliffe being filmed.[11] (This screen test footage was released via the first set of Ultimate Editions in 2009.)[27] Rowling was enthusiastic after viewing Radcliffe's filmed test, saying she didn't think there was a better choice for the part of Harry Potter.[11][28]

Also in 2000, the then unknown British actors Emma Watson and Rupert Grint were selected from thousands of auditioning children to play the roles of Hermione Granger and Ron Weasley, respectively. Their only previous acting experience was in school plays. Grint was eleven years old and Watson ten at the time they were cast.[29]

Los Angeles Times[image: External link] writer Geoff Boucher, who conducted the above-mentioned interview with Heyman, added that the casting of the three major roles "is especially impressive in hindsight. The trio's selection was arguably one of the best show-business decisions over the past decade... they have shown admirable grace and steadiness in the face of teen superstardom."[11][28]
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 Production




Filming of the series began at Leavesden Studios[image: External link], Hertfordshire, England, in September 2000 and ended in December 2010, with post-production on the final film lasting until summer 2011.[6] Leavesden Studios was the main base for filming Harry Potter, and it opened to the public as a studio tour in 2012 (renamed as Warner Bros. Studios, Leavesden).[30]



	Motion Picture
	Director
	Writer
	Producer(s) [n 1]
	Composer
	Novel by J. K. Rowling[image: External link]



	Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone
	Chris Columbus
	Steve Kloves[image: External link]
	David Heyman
	John Williams[image: External link]
	Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone



	Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets
	Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets[image: External link]



	Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban
	Alfonso Cuarón
	Chris Columbus, David Heyman & Mark Radcliffe
	Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban[image: External link]



	Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire
	Mike Newell
	David Heyman
	Patrick Doyle[image: External link]
	Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire[image: External link]



	Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix
	David Yates
	Michael Goldenberg[image: External link]
	David Heyman & David Barron[image: External link]
	Nicholas Hooper[image: External link]
	Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix[image: External link]



	Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince[image: External link]
	Steve Kloves
	Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince[image: External link]



	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 1
	David Heyman, David Barron & J. K. Rowling[image: External link]
	Alexandre Desplat[image: External link]
	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows[image: External link]



	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2




David Heyman produced all the films in the series with his production company Heyday Films[image: External link], while David Barron joined the series as an executive producer on Chamber of Secrets and Goblet of Fire. Barron was later appointed producer on the last four films. Chris Columbus was an executive producer on the first two films alongside Mark Radcliffe and Michael Barnathan[image: External link], but he became a producer on the third film alongside Heyman and Radcliffe. Other executive producers include Tanya Seghatchian[image: External link] and Lionel Wigram[image: External link]. J. K. Rowling, author of the series, was asked to become a producer on Goblet of Fire but declined. She subsequently accepted the role on the two-part Deathly Hallows.[31]

Heyday Films and Columbus' company 1492 Pictures[image: External link] collaborated with Duncan Henderson Productions in 2001, Miracle Productions in 2002, and P of A Productions in 2004. Even though Prisoner of Azkaban was the final film produced by 1492 Pictures, Heyday Films continued with the franchise and collaborated with Patalex IV Productions in 2005. The sixth film in the series, Half-Blood Prince, was the most expensive film to produce as of 2009.

Warner Bros.[image: External link] split the seventh and final novel in the series, Deathly Hallows, into two cinematic parts. The two parts were filmed back-to-back from early 2009 to summer 2010, with the completion of reshoots taking place on 21 December 2010; this marked the end of filming Harry Potter. Heyman stated that Deathly Hallows was "shot as one film[image: External link]" but released in two feature-length parts.[32]

Tim Burke, the visual effects supervisor of the series, said of the production on Harry Potter, "It was this huge family; I think there were over 700 people working at Leavesden, an industry in itself." David Heyman said, "When the first film opened, no way did I think we'd make eight films. That didn't seem feasible until after we'd done the fourth." Nisha Parti, the production consultant on the first film, said that Heyman "made the first film very much the way he felt the studio Warner Bros. wanted to make it." After the film's success, Heyman was given "more freedom".[33]

One of the aims of the filmmakers from the beginning of production was to develop the maturity of the films. Chris Columbus stated, "We realised that these movies would get progressively darker. Again, we didn't know how dark but we realised that as the kids get older, the movies get a little edgier and darker."[34] This transpired with the succeeding three directors who would work on the series in the following years, with the films beginning to deal with issues such as death, betrayal, prejudice, and political corruption as the series developed narratively and thematically.[5][35]
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 Directors




After Chris Columbus had finished working on Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone, he was hired to direct the second film, Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets. The production started within a week after the release of the first film. Columbus was set to direct all entries in the series,[36] but he did not want to return for the third film, Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban, claiming he was "burned out".[37] He moved to the position of producer, while Alfonso Cuarón was approached for the role of director. He was initially nervous about directing the instalment since he had not read any of the books or seen the films. After reading the series, he changed his mind and signed on to direct since he had immediately connected to the story.[38]

Because Cuarón decided not to direct the fourth instalment, Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, a new director had to be selected.[39] Mike Newell was chosen to direct the film, but he declined to direct the next film, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, which was given to David Yates, who also directed Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince and Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, becoming the only director to helm more than one film since Chris Columbus.

Chris Columbus said his vision of the first two films was of a "golden storybook, an old-fashioned look", while Alfonso Cuarón changed the visual tone of the series, desaturated the colour palette, and expanded the landscape around Hogwarts[image: External link].[34][39] Mike Newell decided to direct the fourth film as a "paranoid thriller", while David Yates wanted to "bring a sense of jeopardy and character to the world".[40][41] Cuarón, Newell, and Yates have said that their challenge was striking a balance between making the films according to their individual vision, while working within a cinematic world already established by Columbus.[39][40][41]

David Heyman commented on the "generosity of the directors" by revealing that "Chris spent time with Alfonso, Alfonso spent time with Mike and Mike spent time with David, showing him an early cut of the film, talking through what it means to be a director and how they went about [making the films]."[42]

David Heyman also said, "I suppose Chris Columbus was the most conservative choice from the studio's point of view. But he expressed real passion."[33] Producer Tanya Seghatchian said they were "more adventurous" in choosing a director for the third film and went straight to Alfonso Cuarón.[33] Mike Newell became the first British director of the series when he was chosen for the fourth film; Newell was considered to direct the first film before he dropped out.[33] David Yates directed the final films after David Heyman thought him capable of handling the edgy, emotional, and political material of the later novels.[43]

All the directors have been supportive of each other. Chris Columbus praised the character development in the films, while Alfonso Cuarón admired the "quiet poetry" of David Yates' films.[34][39] Mike Newell noted that each director had a different heroism, and David Yates views the first four films "respectfully and enjoy[s] them."[40][41] Daniel Radcliffe said Yates "took the charm of the films that Chris made and the visual flair of everything that Alfonso did and the thoroughly British, bombastic nature of the film directed by Mike Newell" and added "his own sense" of realism[image: External link].[44]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Scripts




Steve Kloves[image: External link] wrote the screenplays for all but the fifth film, which was penned by Michael Goldenberg[image: External link]. Kloves had direct assistance from J.K. Rowling, though she allowed him what he described as "tremendous elbow room". Rowling asked Kloves to remain faithful to the spirit of the books; thus, the plot and tone of each film and its corresponding book are virtually the same, albeit with some changes and omissions for purposes of cinematic style, time, and budget constraints. Michael Goldenberg also received input from Rowling during his adaptation of the fifth novel; Goldenberg was originally considered to adapt the first novel before the studio chose Kloves.[45]

In a 2010 interview, David Heyman briefly explained the book-to-film transition. He commented on Rowling's involvement in the series, stating that she understood that "books and films are different" and was "the best support" a producer could have. Rowling had overall approval on the scripts, which were viewed and discussed by the director and the producers. Heyman also said that Kloves was the "key voice" in the process of adapting the novels and that certain aspects from the books needed to have been excluded from the scripts due to the filmmakers' decision to keep the main focus on Harry's journey as a character, which would ultimately give the films a defined structure. Heyman mentioned that some fans "don't necessarily understand the adaptation process" and that the filmmakers would have loved to "have everything" from the books in the films but noted that it was not possible since they had "neither time nor cinematic structure" to do so. He finished by saying that adapting a novel to the screen is "a really considered process."[46]

Because the films were being made as the novels were being published, the filmmakers had no idea of the story's outcome until the release of the final novel in 2007. Kloves spoke of his relationship with Rowling when adapting the novels by saying, "The thing is about Jo, which is remarkable for someone who had no experience with the filmmaking process, was her intuition. We had a conversation the very first day I met her where she said, 'I know the movies can't be the books... because I know what's coming and it's impossible to fully dramatise on screen what I'm going to write. But I just ask you to be true to the characters; that's all I care about.'"[47] Kloves also said, "I don't know what compelled me to say this [to Rowling], but I said, 'I've just got to warn you my favourite character is not Harry. My favourite character is Hermione.' And I think for some weird reason, from that moment on, she sort of trusted me."[47]
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 Cast and crew




See also: List of Harry Potter cast members[image: External link]


Aside from the three lead actors, other notable cast members include Robbie Coltrane as Rubeus Hagrid, Tom Felton as Draco Malfoy, Alan Rickman[image: External link] as Severus Snape[image: External link], and Dame Maggie Smith[image: External link] as Minerva McGonagall[image: External link]. Richard Harris[image: External link], who played the role of Professor Albus Dumbledore[image: External link], died on 25 October 2002 causing the role to be re-cast for the third instalment, Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban. David Heyman and director Alfonso Cuarón chose Michael Gambon[image: External link] to portray the character of Dumbledore, which he did for all succeeding films. Notable recurring cast members include Helena Bonham Carter as Bellatrix Lestrange[image: External link], Warwick Davis[image: External link] as Filius Flitwick[image: External link], Ralph Fiennes[image: External link] as Lord Voldemort[image: External link], Brendan Gleeson[image: External link] as Alastor Moody[image: External link], Richard Griffiths[image: External link] as Vernon Dursley[image: External link], Jason Isaacs[image: External link] as Lucius Malfoy[image: External link], Gary Oldman[image: External link] as Sirius Black[image: External link], Fiona Shaw[image: External link] as Petunia Dursley[image: External link], Timothy Spall[image: External link] as Peter Pettigrew[image: External link], David Thewlis as Remus Lupin[image: External link], Emma Thompson[image: External link] as Sybill Trelawney[image: External link], Mark Williams[image: External link] as Arthur Weasley[image: External link], and Julie Walters[image: External link] as Molly Weasley[image: External link].

The series has seen many returning crew members from various departments, including Tim Burke[image: External link], visual effects supervisor; Peter Doyle, digital film colourist; Nick Dudman[image: External link], make-up and creature effects designer; David Holmes[image: External link], stunt double; Amanda Knight[image: External link], make-up artist; Stephenie McMillan[image: External link], set designer; Greg Powell[image: External link], stunt coordinator; Jany Temime, costume designer; and Fiona Weir[image: External link], casting director.
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 Set design




The production designer for all eight films is Stuart Craig[image: External link]. Assisted by Stephenie McMillan[image: External link], Craig has created iconic sets pieces including the Ministry of Magic[image: External link], the Chamber of Secrets[image: External link], Malfoy Manor[image: External link], and the layout for the CGI Horcrux Cave[image: External link]. Because the novels were being published as the films were being made, Craig was required to rebuild some sets for future films and alter the design of Hogwarts.[50]

He said, "In the early days, every time you saw the exterior of Hogwarts, it was a physical miniature," which was made by craftsmen and occupied a large sound stage.[52][53] "We ended up with a profile of how Hogwarts looked, a skyline that actually I didn't design, and it wasn't always satisfactory, and as all the novels got written and movies got made there were new requirements [for buildings]. The [Astronomy Tower] definitely wasn't there originally, and so we were able to add that substantial piece. And in the last film, we needed an arena for the battle for Hogwarts – the big courtyard outside doubled in size, and if you look at the first movie it wasn't there at all. There were quite some liberties taken with the continuity of Hogwarts."[54] In the last film, Craig used a digital model instead of a miniature to "embrace the latest technology".[53]

On the method of creating the sets, Craig said he often started by sketching ideas onto a blank sheet of paper.[55] Stephanie McMillan also said that "each film always had plenty of new challenges," citing the changes in visual style between directors and cinematographers as an example, along with the developing story in the novels. Due to J.K. Rowling's descriptions of various settings in the novels, Craig noted his "responsibility was to place it together".[56]

Craig commented on his experience working in the studio environment: "I'm the production designer, but on a big movie like Harry Potter I may be responsible for 30 to 35 people; from the supervising art director, and a team of art directors and assistants, to draughtsmen and junior draughtsmen, and then on to model makers, sculptors and scenic artists." He said, "Ten years ago, all the Harry Potter drawings were done in pencil. I would take my roughs and plans and sections and give them to a professional architectural illustrator, who would create concept art using pencil and colour wash on watercolour paper." He said the process changed slightly throughout the years due to, what he called, the "digital revolution" of making films.[53]

When filming of the series was completed, some of Craig's sets had to be rebuilt or transported for them to be displayed at the Warner Bros. studio tour.[52]
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 Cinematography




Six directors of photography[image: External link] worked on the series: John Seale[image: External link] on the first film, Roger Pratt[image: External link] on the second and fourth, Michael Seresin[image: External link] on the third, Sławomir Idziak[image: External link] on the fifth, Bruno Delbonnel[image: External link] on the sixth, and Eduardo Serra[image: External link] on the seventh and eighth. Delbonnel was considered to return for both parts of Deathly Hallows, but he declined, stating that he was "scared of repeating" himself.[57] Delbonnel's cinematography in Half-Blood Prince gained the series its only Academy Award[image: External link] nomination for Best Cinematography[image: External link]. As the series progressed, each cinematographer faced the challenge of shooting and lighting older sets (which had been around since the first few films) in unique and different ways.[58] Chris Columbus said the series' vivid colouring decreased as each film was made.[34][59]

Michael Seresin commented on the change of visual style from the first two films to Prisoner of Azkaban: "The lighting is moodier, with more shadowing and cross-lighting." Seresin and Alfonso Cuarón moved away from the strongly coloured and brightly lit cinematography of the first two films, with dimmer lighting and a more muted colour palette being utilised for the succeeding five films.[60] After comparing a range of digital cameras with 35 mm film, Bruno Delbonnel decided to shoot the sixth movie, Half-Blood Prince, on film[image: External link] rather than the increasingly popular digital[image: External link] format. This decision was kept for the two-part Deathly Hallows with Eduardo Serra, who said that he preferred to work with film because it was "more technically accurate and dependable".[61]

Because the majority of Deathly Hallows takes place in various settings away from Hogwarts, David Yates wanted to "shake things up" by using different photographic techniques such as using hand-held cameras and very wide camera lenses.[62] Eduardo Serra said, "Sometimes we are combining elements shot by the main unit, a second unit, and the visual effects unit. You have to know what is being captured – colours, contrast, et cetera – with mathematical precision." He noted that with Stuart Craig's "amazing sets and the story", the filmmakers could not "stray too far from the look of the previous Harry Potter films."[61][63]
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 Editing




Along with continuous changes in cinematographers, there have been five film editors[image: External link] to work in post-production on the series: Richard Francis-Bruce[image: External link] edited the first instalment, Peter Honess[image: External link] the second, Steven Weisberg[image: External link] the third, Mick Audsley[image: External link] the fourth, and Mark Day[image: External link] films five through eight.
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 Music




See also: Music of the Harry Potter films[image: External link]


The Harry Potter series has had four composers. John Williams[image: External link] scored the first three films: Philosopher's Stone[image: External link], Chamber of Secrets[image: External link], and Prisoner of Azkaban[image: External link]. However, the second entry was adapted and conducted by William Ross[image: External link] due to Williams's conflicting commitments. Williams also created Hedwig's Theme, which is used in every film in the series.

After Williams left the series to pursue other projects, Patrick Doyle[image: External link] scored the fourth entry, Goblet of Fire[image: External link], which was directed by Mike Newell, with whom Doyle had worked previously. In 2006, Nicholas Hooper[image: External link] started work on the score to Order of the Phoenix[image: External link] by reuniting with director David Yates. Hooper also composed the soundtrack to Half-Blood Prince[image: External link] but decided not to return for the final films.

In January 2010, Alexandre Desplat[image: External link] was confirmed to compose the score for Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 1[image: External link].[64] The film's orchestration started in the summer with Conrad Pope[image: External link], the orchestrator on the first three Harry Potter films, collaborating with Desplat. Pope commented that the music "reminds one of the old days."[65] Desplat returned to score Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2[image: External link] in 2011.[66]

Director David Yates stated that he wanted John Williams to return to the series for the final installment, but their schedules did not align due to the urgent demand for a rough cut of the film.[67] The final recording sessions of Harry Potter took place on 27 May 2011 at Abbey Road Studios[image: External link] with the London Symphony Orchestra[image: External link], orchestrator Conrad Pope, and composer Alexandre Desplat.[68]

Doyle, Hooper, and Desplat introduced their own personal themes to their respective soundtracks, while keeping a few of John Williams's themes.
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 Visual effects




There have been many visual effects[image: External link] companies to work on the Harry Potter series. Some of these include Rising Sun Pictures[image: External link], Double Negative[image: External link], Cinesite[image: External link], Framestore[image: External link], and Industrial Light & Magic[image: External link]. The latter three have worked on all the films in the series, while Double Negative and Rising Sun Pictures began their commitments with Prisoner of Azkaban and Goblet of Fire, respectively. Framestore contributed by developing many memorable creatures and sequences to the series.[69] Cinesite was involved in producing both miniature and digital effects for the films.[70] Producer David Barron[image: External link] said that "Harry Potter created the UK effects industry as we know it. On the first film, all the complicated visual effects were done on the [US] west coast. But on the second, we took a leap of faith and gave much of what would normally be given to Californian vendors to UK ones. They came up trumps." Tim Burke, the visual effects supervisor, said many studios "are bringing their work to UK effects companies. Every facility is fully booked, and that wasn't the case before Harry Potter. That's really significant."[33]
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 Final filming




See also: Production of Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows[image: External link]


On 12 June 2010, filming of the Deathly Hallows – Part 1 and Deathly Hallows – Part 2 was completed with actor Warwick Davis[image: External link] stating on his Twitter account, "The end of an Era – today is officially the last day of principal photography on 'Harry Potter' – ever. I feel honoured to be here as the director shouts cut for the very last time. Farewell Harry & Hogwarts, it's been magic!".[71] However, reshoots of the epilogue scene were confirmed to begin in the winter of 2010. The filming was completed on 21 December 2010, marking the official closure of filming the Harry Potter franchise.[72] Exactly four years earlier on that day, author J. K. Rowling[image: External link]'s official website revealed the title of the final novel in the series – Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows[image: External link].[73]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Main film series
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 Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone (2001)




Main article: Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone (film)


Known in India and the United States as Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone


Harry Potter is an orphaned boy brought up by his unkind aunt and uncle. At the age of eleven, half-giant Rubeus Hagrid informs him that he is actually a wizard[image: External link] and that his parents were murdered by an evil wizard named Lord Voldemort[image: External link]. Voldemort also attempted to kill one-year-old Harry on the same night, but his killing curse mysteriously rebounded and reduced him to a weak and helpless form. Harry became extremely famous in the Wizarding World[image: External link] as a result. Harry begins his first year at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry[image: External link] and learns about magic. During the year, Harry and his friends Ron Weasley and Hermione Granger become entangled in the mystery of the Philosopher's Stone which is being kept within the school.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets (2002)




Main article: Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets (film)


Harry, Ron, and Hermione return to Hogwarts for their second year, which proves to be more challenging than the last. The Chamber of Secrets[image: External link] has been opened, leaving students and ghosts petrified by an unleashed monster. Harry must face up to claims that he is the heir of Salazar Slytherin[image: External link] (founder of the Chamber), learn that he can speak Parseltongue[image: External link], and also discover the properties of a mysterious diary, only to find himself trapped within the Chamber of Secrets itself.
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 Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban (2004)




Main article: Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban (film)


Harry Potter's third year sees the boy wizard, along with his friends, attending Hogwarts School once again. Professor R. J. Lupin[image: External link] joins the staff as Defence Against the Dark Arts teacher, while convicted murderer Sirius Black[image: External link] escapes from Azkaban Prison[image: External link]. The Ministry of Magic[image: External link] entrusts the Dementors of Azkaban[image: External link] to guard Hogwarts from Black. Harry learns more about his past and his connection with the escaped prisoner.
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 Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire (2005)




Main article: Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire (film)


During Harry's fourth year, Hogwarts plays host to a legendary event: the Triwizard Tournament[image: External link]. Three European schools participate in the tournament, with three 'champions' representing each school in the deadly tasks. The Goblet of Fire[image: External link] chooses Fleur Delacour[image: External link], Viktor Krum[image: External link], and Cedric Diggory[image: External link] to compete against each other. However, curiously, Harry's name is also produced from the Goblet thus making him a fourth champion, which results in a terrifying encounter with a reborn Lord Voldemort.
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 Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix (2007)




Main article: Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix (film)


Harry's fifth year begins with him being attacked by Dementors in Little Whinging. Later, he finds out that the Ministry of Magic is in denial of Lord Voldemort's return. Harry is also beset by disturbing and realistic nightmares, while Professor Umbridge[image: External link], a representative of Minister for Magic Cornelius Fudge[image: External link], is the new Defence Against the Dark Arts teacher. Harry becomes aware that Voldemort is after a prophecy which reveals: "neither can live while the other survives". The rebellion involving the students of Hogwarts, secret organisation Order of the Phoenix[image: External link], the Ministry of Magic, and the Death Eaters begins.
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 Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince (2009)




Main article: Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince (film)[image: External link]


In Harry's sixth year at Hogwarts, Lord Voldemort and his Death Eaters are increasing their terror upon the Wizarding and Muggle[image: External link] worlds. Headmaster Albus Dumbledore[image: External link] persuades his old friend Horace Slughorn[image: External link] to return to Hogwarts as a professor as there is a vacancy to fill. There is a more important reason, however, for Slughorn's return. While in a Potions lesson, Harry takes possession of a strangely annotated school textbook, inscribed 'This is the property of the Half-Blood Prince'. Draco Malfoy struggles to carry out a deed presented to him by Voldemort. Meanwhile, Dumbledore and Harry secretly work together to discover the method on how to destroy the Dark Lord once and for all.
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 Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 1 (2010)




Main article: Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 1


After unexpected events at the end of the previous year, Harry, Ron, and Hermione are entrusted with a quest to find and destroy Lord Voldemort's secret to immortality – the Horcruxes[image: External link]. It is supposed to be their final year at Hogwarts, but the collapse of the Ministry of Magic and Voldemort's rise to power prevents them from attending. The trio undergo a long journey with many obstacles in their path including Death Eaters, Snatchers, the mysterious Deathly Hallows[image: External link], and Harry's connection with the Dark Lord's mind becoming ever stronger.
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 Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2 (2011)




Main article: Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2


After destroying one Horcrux and discovering the significance of the three Deathly Hallows, Harry, Ron and Hermione continue to seek the other Horcruxes in an attempt to destroy Voldemort, who has now obtained the powerful Elder Wand[image: External link]. The Dark Lord discovers Harry's hunt for Horcruxes and launches an attack on Hogwarts School, where the trio return for one last stand against the dark forces that threaten the Wizarding and Muggle worlds.
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 Fantastic Beasts (film series)
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 Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them (2016)




Main article: Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them (film)[image: External link]


On 12 September 2013, Warner Bros. announced that J.K. Rowling was writing a script based on her book Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them[image: External link] and the adventures of its fictional author Newt Scamander, set 70 years before the adventures of Harry Potter. The film would mark Rowling's screenwriting debut and is planned as the first movie in a new series.[74] According to Rowling, after Warner Bros. came suggesting an adaptation, she wrote a rough draft of the script in 12 days. She said, "It wasn't a great draft but it did show the shape of how it might look. So that is how it all started."[75] On 29 March 2014, The New York Times reported that a trilogy is scheduled and the film will begin in New York.[76] On 13 May 2014, Warner Bros. announced that Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them[image: External link] would be released on 18 November 2016.[77] In November 2016, it was announced that Johnny Depp would appear in the film as Gellert Grindelwald[image: External link].[78]
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 Future




On 14 October 2016, J.K. Rowling[image: External link] announced that Fantastic Beasts will be a five film series.[79] In November 2016, it was announced that Johnny Depp would have a larger role, starring in the as-of-yet unnamed sequel to Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them. Yates and Rowling are contracted to return as director, and screenwriter and co-producer, respectively.[80] Later that same month it was also announced that Albus Dumbledore would be appearing in the future installments, albeit with a younger actor for the prequel film series.[78] In April 2017, it was confirmed that Jude Law[image: External link] had been cast for the role.[81]
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 Release




The rights for the first four novels in the series were sold to Warner Bros. for £1,000,000 by J.K. Rowling. After the release of the fourth book[image: External link] in July 2000, the first film, Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone, was released on 16 November 2001. In its opening weekend, the film grossed $90 million in the United States alone, which set a record opening worldwide. The succeeding three motion picture adaptations followed suit in financial success, while garnering positive reviews from fans and critics. The fifth film, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, was released by Warner Bros. on 11 July 2007 in English-speaking countries, except for the UK and Ireland, which released the movie on 12 July.[82] The sixth, Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince[image: External link], was released on 15 July 2009 to critical acclaim and finished its theatrical run ranked as the number two grossing film of 2009[image: External link] on the worldwide charts.

The final novel, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows[image: External link], was split into two cinematic parts: Part 1[image: External link] was released on 19 November 2010, and Part 2[image: External link], the conclusion to both the final film and the series, was released on 15 July 2011.[83] Part 1 was originally scheduled to be released in 3D[image: External link] and 2D,[84] but due to a delay in the 3D conversion process, Warner Bros. released the film only in 2D and IMAX cinemas. However, Part 2 was released in 2D and 3D cinemas as originally planned.[85]

The television broadcast rights for the series in the United States are currently held by Disney–ABC Domestic Television[image: External link], which typically airs the films on the Freeform[image: External link] network. Disney's contract is expected to end in June 2018, after which, NBCUniversal[image: External link] will take control of the rights, after their deal with Warner Bros. was made in August 2016.[86] The film series has accrued nearly 1.3 billion viewings since their television debut—the highest-watched franchise in television broadcast history.[87]
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 Critical response




All the films have been a success financially and critically, making the franchise one of the major Hollywood "tent-poles" akin to James Bond[image: External link], Star Wars[image: External link], Indiana Jones[image: External link] and Pirates of the Caribbean[image: External link]. The series is noted by audiences for growing visually darker[image: External link] and more mature as each film was released.[34][88][89][90][91] However, opinions of the films generally divide book fans, with some preferring the more faithful approach of the first two films and others preferring the more stylised character-driven approach of the later films.

Some also feel the series has a "disjointed" feel due to the changes in directors, as well as Michael Gambon's interpretation of Albus Dumbledore differing from that of Richard Harris. Author J. K. Rowling[image: External link] has been constantly supportive of the films,[92][93][94] and evaluated Deathly Hallows as her favourite one in the series. She wrote on her website of the changes in the book-to-film transition, "It is simply impossible to incorporate every one of my storylines into a film that has to be kept under four hours long. Obviously films have restrictions – novels do not have constraints of time and budget; I can create dazzling effects relying on nothing but the interaction of my own and my readers' imaginations".[95]
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 Critical and public response






	Motion Picture
	Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]
	Metacritic[image: External link]
	CinemaScore[image: External link]



	Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone
	80% (194 reviews)[96]
	64 (35 reviews)[97]
	A[98]



	Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets
	82% (230 reviews)[99]
	63 (35 reviews)[100]
	A+[98]



	Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban
	91% (250 reviews)[101]
	82 (40 reviews)[102]
	A[98]



	Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire
	88% (247 reviews)[103]
	81 (38 reviews)[104]
	A[98]



	Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix
	78% (244 reviews)[105]
	71 (37 reviews)[106]
	A−[98]



	Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince
	84% (268 reviews)[107]
	78 (36 reviews)[108]
	A−[98]



	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 1
	78% (262 reviews)[109]
	65 (42 reviews)[110]
	A[98]



	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2
	96% (311 reviews)[111]
	87 (41 reviews)[112]
	A[98]



	Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them
	73% (271 reviews)[113]
	66 (50 reviews)[114]
	A[98]
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 Accolades




At the 64th British Academy Film Awards[image: External link] in February 2011, J. K. Rowling[image: External link], David Heyman, David Barron[image: External link], David Yates, Alfonso Cuarón, Mike Newell, Rupert Grint and Emma Watson collected the Michael Balcon Award for Outstanding British Contribution to Cinema[image: External link] for the series.[115][116]

In addition, the American Film Institute[image: External link] recognised the entire series with a Special Award at the American Film Institute Awards[image: External link] in 2011. Special awards "are given to outstanding achievements in the moving image that do not fit into AFI's criteria for the other honorees." [117] In its press release, the Institute referred to the films as "a landmark series; eight films that earned the trust of a generation who wished for the beloved books of J.K. Rowling to come to life on the silver screen. The collective wizardry of an epic ensemble gave us the gift of growing older with Harry, Ron and Hermione as the magic of Hogwarts sprung from the films and into the hearts and minds of Muggles around the world." [117]

Harry Potter was also recognised by the BAFTA Los Angeles Britannia Awards, with David Yates winning the Britannia Award for Artistic Excellence in Directing for his four Harry Potter films.[118][119]



	Motion Picture
	Academy Award nomination
	Academy Award nominee
	Academy Award ceremony



	Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone
	Best Art Direction[image: External link]

Best Costume Design[image: External link]

Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Stuart Craig[image: External link] and Stephenie McMillan[image: External link]

Judianna Makovsky[image: External link]

John Williams[image: External link]
	74th Academy Awards[image: External link]



	Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban
	Best Original Score

Best Visual Effects[image: External link]
	John Williams

Roger Guyett, Tim Burke, John Richardson and Bill George
	77th Academy Awards[image: External link]



	Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire
	Best Art Direction
	Stuart Craig and Stephenie McMillan
	78th Academy Awards[image: External link]



	Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince
	Best Cinematography[image: External link]
	Bruno Delbonnel[image: External link]
	82nd Academy Awards[image: External link]



	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 1
	Best Art Direction

Best Visual Effects
	Stuart Craig and Stephenie McMillan

Tim Burke, John Richardson, Christian Manz and Nicolas Aithadi
	83rd Academy Awards[image: External link]



	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2
	Best Art Direction

Best Makeup[image: External link]

Best Visual Effects
	Stuart Craig and Stephenie McMillan

Nick Dudman[image: External link], Amanda Knight and Lisa Tomblin

Tim Burke, David Vickery, Greg Butler and John Richardson
	84th Academy Awards[image: External link]



	Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them
	Best Costume Design

Best Production Design[image: External link]
	Colleen Atwood[image: External link]

Stuart Craig and Anna Pinnock[image: External link]
	89th Academy Awards[image: External link]




Seven of the nine films were nominated for a total of 14 Academy Awards[image: External link]. However, the franchise did not win any until Fantastic Beasts in 2017.

Some critics, fans, and general audiences have expressed disappointment that the Harry Potter series did not win any Oscars for its achievements. However, others have pointed that certain films in the series had uneven reviews, in contrast to the three films of The Lord of the Rings[image: External link], which were all critically acclaimed. This has been partially attributed to the Harry Potter franchise going through several directors with their own styles in contrast to the Lord of the Rings trilogy, which was filmed in one massive undertaking by the same director, writer, and producer.[120][121]

Although not successful at the Oscars, the Harry Potter series has gained success in many other award ceremonies, including the annual Saturn Awards[image: External link] and Art Directors Guild Awards[image: External link]. The series has also gained a total of 24 nominations at the British Academy Film Awards[image: External link] presented at the annual BAFTAs, winning several, and 5 nominations at the Grammy Awards[image: External link].

Philosopher's Stone achieved seven BAFTA Award nominations, including Best British Film and Best Supporting Actor for Robbie Coltrane.[122] The film was also nominated for eight Saturn Awards and won for its costumes design.[123] It was also nominated at the Art Directors Guild Awards[image: External link] for its production design[124] and received the Broadcast Film Critics Award[image: External link] for Best Live Action Family Film along with gaining two other nominations.[125]

Chamber of Secrets won the award for Best Live Action Family Film in the Phoenix Film Critics Society. It was nominated for seven Saturn Awards, including Best Director and Best Fantasy Film. The film was nominated for four BAFTA Awards and a Grammy Award for John Williams's score. Prisoner of Azkaban won an Audience Award, as well as Best Feature Film, at the BAFTA Awards. The film also won a BMI Film Music award along with being nominated at the Grammy Awards, Visual Effect Society Awards, and the Amanda Awards. Goblet of Fire won a BAFTA award for Best Production Design[image: External link] as well as being nominated at the Saturn Awards, Critic's Choice Awards, and the Visual Effects Society Awards.

Order of the Phoenix picked up three awards at the inaugural ITV[image: External link] National Movie Awards.[126] At the Empire Awards, David Yates won Best Director.[127] Composer Nicholas Hooper[image: External link] received a nomination for a World Soundtrack Discovery Award.[128] The film was nominated at the BAFTA Awards, but did not win for Best Production Design or Best Special Visual Effects.[129] Half-Blood Prince was nominated for BAFTA Awards in Production Design and Visual Effects,[130] and it was in the longlists for several other categories, including Best Supporting Actor for Alan Rickman[image: External link].[131] Amongst other nominations and wins, the film also achieved Best Family Movie at the National Movie Awards as well as Best Live Action Family Film at the Phoenix Film Critics Society Awards, along with being nominated for Best Motion Picture at the Satellite Awards[image: External link].

Deathly Hallows – Part 1 gained two nominations at the BAFTA Awards for Best Make-Up and Hair and Best Visual Effects, along with receiving nominations for the same categories at the Broadcast Film Critics Association Awards. Eduardo Serra[image: External link]'s cinematography and Stuart Craig[image: External link]'s production design were also nominated in various award ceremonies, and David Yates attained his second win at the Empire Awards, this time for Best Fantasy Film. He also obtained another Best Director nomination at the annual Saturn Awards, which also saw the film gain a Best Fantasy Film nomination.[132][133] Deathly Hallows – Part 2 was released to critical acclaim, gaining a mix of audience awards. Part 2 of Deathly Hallows was also recognised at the Saturn Awards as well as the BAFTA Awards, where the film achieved a win for Best Special Visual Effects[image: External link].[134]
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 Box office performance




As of 2015, the Harry Potter film franchise is the 2nd highest-grossing film franchise[image: External link] of all time behind only the Marvel Cinematic Universe[image: External link] films[image: External link], with the eight films released grossing over $7.7 billion worldwide. Without adjusting for inflation, this is higher than the first 22 James Bond[image: External link] films and the six films in the Star Wars[image: External link] franchise.[135] Chris Columbus's Philosopher's Stone became the highest-grossing Harry Potter film worldwide upon completing its theatrical run in 2002, but it was eventually topped by David Yates's Deathly Hallows – Part 2, while Alfonso Cuarón's Prisoner of Azkaban grossed the least.[136][137][138][139]

Six films in the Harry Potter franchise — Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban, Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince and Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, Parts 1 & 2 — have to date grossed around $216 million in IMAX[image: External link] theaters worldwide.[140]



	Motion picture
	Release date
	Box office gross
	Budget
	Ref(s)



	United Kingdom
	USA & Canada

(approx. ticket sales)
	Other countries
	Worldwide



	Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone
	16 November 2001
	£66,096,060
	$317,575,550

(55,976,200)
	$657,179,821
	$974,755,371
	$125 million
	[141][142][142][143][144]



	Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets
	14 November 2002
	£54,780,731
	$261,988,482

(44,978,900)
	$616,991,152
	$878,979,634
	$100 million
	[143][144][145][146]



	Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban
	31 May 2004
	£45,615,949
	$249,541,069

(40,183,700)
	$547,147,480
	$796,688,549
	$130 million
	[143][144][147]



	Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire
	18 November 2005
	£48,328,854
	$290,013,036

(45,188,100)
	$606,898,042
	$896,911,078
	$150 million
	[143][144][148][149]



	Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix
	11 July 2007
	£49,136,969
	$292,004,738

(42,442,500)
	$647,881,191
	$939,885,929
	$150 million
	[143][144][150][151]



	Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince[image: External link]
	15 July 2009
	£50,713,404
	$301,959,197

(40,261,200)
	$632,457,290
	$934,416,487
	$250 million
	[143][144][152][153]



	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 1
	19 November 2010
	£52,364,075
	$295,983,305

(37,503,700)
	$664,300,000
	$960,283,305
	Less than $250 million (official)
	[143][144][154][155][156]



	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2
	15 July 2011
	£73,094,187
	$381,011,219

(48,046,800)
	$960,500,000
	$1,341,511,219
	[144][156][157]



	Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them[image: External link]
	18 November 2016
	£52,100,000
	$234,018,657

(26,398,700)
	$578,500,000
	$812,518,657
	$180 million
	[158] [159]



	Total
	£492,369,736
	$2,624,095,253
	$5,911,854,976
	$8,535,950,229
	$1.335 billion
	[160]
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 All-time rankings






	Motion picture
	Rank
	Ref(s)



	All-time

(worldwide)
	All-time[image: External link]

(United States)
	All-time[image: External link]

(United Kingdom)
	Yearly

(United States)
	Yearly

(worldwide)
	Opening day

(all-time)
	Opening weekend

(all-time)



	Philosopher's Stone
	#29
	#54
	#9
	#1
	#1
	#66
	#55
	[141]



	Chamber of Secrets
	#46
	#90
	#17
	#4
	#2
	#81
	#60
	[143][145][146]



	Prisoner of Azkaban
	#62
	#106
	#33
	#6
	#2
	#47
	#49
	[143]



	Goblet of Fire
	#42
	#77
	#28
	#3
	#1
	#41
	#40
	[143][148][149]



	Order of the Phoenix
	#38
	#73
	#25
	#5
	#2
	#34
	#77
	[143][150][151]



	Half-Blood Prince
	#39
	#65
	#24
	#3
	#2
	#24
	#75
	[143][152][153]



	Deathly Hallows – Part 1
	#34
	#68
	#18
	#5
	#3
	#22
	#25
	[143][154][155]



	Deathly Hallows – Part 2
	#8
	#27
	#7
	#1
	#1
	#2
	#8
	[157][161]



	Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them
	#61
	#125
	#20
	#12
	#8
	#82
	#72
	[162]
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 Notes






	
^ Not including executive producers.
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Accolade






Not to be confused with accolate[image: External link]. For other uses, see accolade (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The accolade (also known as dubbing or adoubement) ( Latin[image: External link]: benedictio militis) was the central act in the rite of passage[image: External link] ceremonies[image: External link] conferring knighthood[image: External link] in the Middle Ages[image: External link].[1][2][3][4][5][6][7] From about 1852, the term accolade was used much more generally to mean "praise" or "award" or "honor."[8][9]



TOP
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 Etymology




Accolade was first used in 1611 and is French, from the Occitan[image: External link] acolada. This, in turn, came from the Latin[image: External link] ad ("to") + collum ("neck") and in Occitan originally meant "embrace".[8][9]

Accolade is akin to "dubbing" or "to dub[image: External link]"[1] since the tap on the shoulder with the sword is accepted to be the point at which the title is awarded.[8][10]
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 History
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 Ceremony




The accolade is a ceremony to confer knighthood. It may take many forms, including the tapping of the flat side of a sword[image: External link] on the shoulders[image: External link] of a candidate[1][8] or an embrace about the neck.[citation needed[image: External link]] In the first example, the "knight-elect" kneels in front of the monarch[image: External link] on a knighting-stool.[1] First, the monarch lays the side of the sword's blade[image: External link] onto the accolade's right shoulder.[1] The monarch then raises the sword gently just up over the apprentice's head and places it on his left shoulder.[1] The new knight then stands up, and the king or queen presents him with the insignia[image: External link] of his new order[image: External link]. Contrary to popular belief, the phrase "Arise, Sir ..." is not used.[11]

There is some disagreement among historians on the actual ceremony and in what time period certain methods could have been used. It could have been an embrace or a slight blow on the neck or cheek. Gregory of Tours[image: External link] wrote that the early kings of France, in conferring the gilt shoulder-belt[image: External link], kissed the knights on the left cheek. In knighting his son Henry[image: External link], with the ceremony of the accolade, history records that William the Conqueror[image: External link] used the blow.[4]

The blow, or colée, when first utilized was given with a bare fist, a stout box on the ear. This was later substituted for by a gentle stroke with the flat part of the sword against the side of the neck. This then developed into the custom of tapping on either the right or left shoulder, or both, which is still the tradition in Great Britain today.[4]

An early Germanic coming-of-age ceremony, of presenting a youth with a weapon that was buckled on him, was elaborated in the 10th and 11th centuries as a sign that the minor[image: External link] had come of age[image: External link]. Initially this was a simple rite often performed on the battlefield, where writers of Romance enjoyed placing it. A panel in the Bayeux Tapestry[image: External link] shows the knighting of Harold[image: External link] by William of Normandy[image: External link], but the specific gesture is not clearly represented. Another military knight (commander of an army), sufficiently impressed by a warrior's loyalty[image: External link], would tap a fighting soldier on his back and shoulder with the flat of his sword and announce that he was now an official knight.[1] Some words that might be spoken at that moment were Advances Chevalier au nom de Dieu.[1]

In medieval France, early ceremonies of the adoubement were purely secular and indicated a young noble coming of age. Around 1200, these ceremonies began to include elements of Christian ritual (such as a night spent in prayers, prior to the rite ).[12]

The increasingly impressive ceremonies surrounding adoubement figured largely in the Romance literature[image: External link], both in French[image: External link] and in Middle English[image: External link], particularly those set in the Trojan War[image: External link] or around the legendary personage of Alexander the Great[image: External link].[13]
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 Promotion steps




The process of becoming a knight generally included these stages:


	
Page[image: External link] — A child started training at about the age of seven or eight, learning obedience, manners, and other skills.[5]


	
Squire[image: External link] — At twelve to fourteen the young man would observe and help other knights. Occupying a position comparable to an apprenticeship[image: External link], he managed equipment and weapons such as arrows. He learned the use of weapons while hunting with the knights.[5] He went into recruit training[image: External link] to learn how to become a military fighter. At age 21, if judged worthy, he was bestowed the accolade of knighthood.[5]


	Knight — A special kind of trained soldier[image: External link], often cavalry[image: External link], serving a lord[image: External link] ( nobleman[image: External link] or royalty[image: External link]). Knights had particular status in feudal society[image: External link].[5]
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 Accolade in the 21st century
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 France




Newly inducted military Knights of the Legion of Honour[image: External link] are struck on both shoulders with a sword (Army and Navy) or a dirk[image: External link] (Air Force), if the ceremony is presided over by a military authority.[14] Civilian members and all members of lesser orders ( Merit[image: External link], Arts and Letters[image: External link]...) are not dubbed with a bladed weapon. They receive only the accolade, which has kept in French its ancient meaning of "embrace".
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 Netherlands




In the Netherlands, the knights in the exclusive Military Order of William[image: External link] (the Dutch "Victoria Cross") are struck on both shoulders with the palm of the hand, first by the Dutch monarch (if present) then by the other knights. The new knight does not kneel.[15]
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 United Kingdom




All newly created knights in the UK, that is Bachelors[image: External link], Knight Commanders and Knight Grand Crosses of the Order of the British Empire[image: External link], Royal Victorian Order[image: External link], Order of Saint Michael and Saint George[image: External link] and Order of the Bath[image: External link], Knight Companions of the Order of the Thistle[image: External link] and the Order of the Garter[image: External link] are dubbed on both shoulder with a sword by the monarch or the prince delegated by her.

Clergy[image: External link] receiving a knighthood are not dubbed. The use of a sword in this kind of a ceremony is believed to be inappropriate.[1]
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 See also





	Feudalism[image: External link]

	Vigil[image: External link]
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The Tale of Despereaux (film)






The Tale of Despereaux is a 2008 British-American computer-animated[image: External link] adventure[image: External link] fantasy[image: External link] family film[image: External link] directed by Sam Fell and Robert Stevenhagen and produced by Gary Ross[image: External link] and Allison Thomas. Loosely based on the 2003 fantasy book of the same name[image: External link] by Kate DiCamillo[image: External link], the movie is narrated by Sigourney Weaver[image: External link] and stars Matthew Broderick, Robbie Coltrane, Dustin Hoffman, Richard Jenkins[image: External link], Kevin Kline[image: External link], Frank Langella[image: External link], William H. Macy[image: External link], Emma Watson, and Tracey Ullman[image: External link]. It was released on December 19, 2008, by Universal Pictures[image: External link]. The movie is the second theatrically released computer-animated[image: External link] film distributed by Universal Studios[image: External link]. It was also produced by Universal Animation Studios[image: External link], Framestore Feature Animation[image: External link], and Relativity Media[image: External link]. The film grossed $86,947,965 on a $60 million budget.
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 Plot




Sailor Pietro and his rat companion Roscuro dock in the kingdom of Dor, famous around the world for its delicious soups, during the "Royal Soup Day." The chief cook, Chef Andre, makes good soup due to Boldo, a magical genie that emerges from his pot and is made entirely out of food. Enchanted by the smell of the delicious soup, Roscuro slips away and ends up in the royal banquet hall, on a chandelier above the royal family's table. He slips and falls into the Queen's soup, giving her such a fright that she has a heart attack and dies.

The entire hall goes into a panic, as the guards pursue Roscuro. He attempts to flee the castle but sees Pietro's ship has already sailed away, and narrowly escapes capture by falling down a sewer drain. It leads to the castle dungeons, where he's found and taken in by Botticelli, the leader of the dungeon's large rat population.

Distraught over his wife's death, the king forbids any and all things soup related and makes rats illegal. Without its soup, Dor becomes impoverished and dreary. Andre is banned from making any more soup and Boldo stops appearing. The king's daughter, Princess Pea, despairs over the sad state of the kingdom and how her father has shut the entire world out, even her, in his grief.

In a mouse village in the castle's abandoned kitchen storage room, a baby is born to the Tilling family. They name him Despereaux. As he grows up, it becomes obvious Despereaux's not like other mice: he isn't meek and timid, but brave and curious, unnerving his family, friends, and school teachers. In an effort to teach him to behave like a proper mouse, his brother Furlough takes him to the castle library to show him how to chew books, but Despereaux is more interested in reading than eating them.

He becomes fascinated by fairytale books about daring knights and trapped princesses. One day while reading, he comes across Princess Pea and the two speak. She makes him promise to finish reading the story about the princess so he may tell her how it ends. Upon discovering Despereaux has violated mouse law by talking to a human, his parents turn him in to the mouse council.

The council banishes Despereaux to the dungeons. There he is captured by the rats and thrown into their arena with a cat. As he's about to be eaten, Roscuro saves his life by requesting Botticelli give Despereaux to him to eat. Having been unable to adjust to being a sewer rat, Roscuro is desperate to hear about the outside world. The two become friends, as every day Despereaux tells him the stories and of the princess and her sadness.

Hoping to make amends for all the trouble he's caused, Roscuro sneaks up to Princess Pea's room and tries to apologize, but she's frightened by him and lashes out. Hurt by this, Roscuro decides he wants Pea to hurt just as much as he does. He enlists the help of Miggery Sow, Princess Pea's slightly deaf young maid who longs to be a princess herself and despises Pea for what she perceives to be ingratitude of her position, by convincing her she can take Pea's place if she kidnaps her. After Mig drags Pea down to the dungeons, Roscuro double-crosses her and locks her in a cell.

Meanwhile, Despereaux realizes that the princess is in danger. Back in the rat colony, Roscuro sees the apologetic sincerity in Pea's eyes and regrets his actions, but is unable to stop the rats, to whom he has given her, from clambering over her. Roscuro tries to tell the rats that Pea is not bad, but Botticelli does not let him because he wants Pea dead, even going as far as allowing the rats to eat or trample over Pea. Roscoro figures out that Botticelli is a double-crossing traitor and that Pea is doomed. However, Despereaux lets loose a cat, and the rats run away before the cat goes back into its cage. Roscuro then forces Botticelli into the cage, where he is eaten by the cat.

Mig is later reunited with her father, who recognizes the birthmark on her neck. It finally rains and the sun shines after soup is made for the first time in years. The mice all then try to be braver like Despereaux. The king is able to overcome his grief and soup and rats are allowed back in the kingdom. Roscuro returns to a life at sea, where there was always light and a gentle breeze and Despereaux himself takes off on a journey to see the world as the film ends.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Cast





	
Matthew Broderick as Despereaux Tilling, a brave but nonconforming mouse who does not run from danger as a mouse should. His big ears are in great use for flying and listening to things other mice cannot.

	
Dustin Hoffman as Roscuro, a rat who once lived at sea, and is currently working for Botticelli.

	
Emma Watson as Princess Pea, a human princess who befriends Despereaux.

	
Ciarán Hinds[image: External link] as Botticelli, the leader of the rat world.

	
Tracey Ullman[image: External link] as Miggery "Mig" Sow, Princess Pea's servant girl.

	
Robbie Coltrane as Gregory, the jailer and Mig's father.

	
Frances Conroy[image: External link] as Antoinette, Despereaux's mother.

	
Sam Fell as Ned/Smudge, two rats.

	
Tony Hale[image: External link] as Furlough, Despereaux's older brother.

	
Kevin Kline[image: External link] as Chef Andre, the cook. Kline also provided the uncredited voice of the King.

	
Stanley Tucci[image: External link] as Boldo, a Arcimboldo[image: External link]-like soup genie.

	
Charles Shaughnessy[image: External link] as Pietro, the sailor who Roscuro accompanied to Dor.

	
Christopher Lloyd[image: External link] as Hovis, the threadmaster in the mouse world.

	
William H. Macy[image: External link] as Lester, Despereaux's father.

	
Richard Jenkins[image: External link] as The Principal at Despereaux's school.

	
Frank Langella[image: External link] as The Mayor of the mouse world.

	
Patrica Cullen as The Queen.

	
Bronson Pinchot[image: External link] as The Town Crier.

	
Sigourney Weaver[image: External link] as The Narrator.
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 Production




The film's production was marred by disagreements and malpractice, or accusations thereof, between the French, British and North American staff involved. Sylvain Chomet[image: External link] was employed by Gary Ross and Allison Thomas as director early on, before the film was approved for funding by Universal Pictures, with pre-production (including character design, the first drafts of the screenplay written by Will McRobb and Chris Viscardi and the addition of the original character of Boldo the soup spirit) taking place at his studio Django Films[image: External link] in Edinburgh[image: External link]. Chomet came up against creative and ethical differences with the producers and was eventually fired from the project and thrown out of the studio space allocated to Despereaux.[3] Mike Johnson[image: External link] was also hired as director before the role eventually went to Sam Fell and Robert Stevenhagen, who, reportedly, had not read the original novel and directed the film, made at Framestore[image: External link] in London[image: External link], via speakerphone[image: External link] and e-mail[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Music




The score to The Tale of Despereaux was composed by William Ross[image: External link], who recorded his score with the Hollywood Studio Symphony[image: External link] at the Sony Scoring Stage.[4]



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Soup" (written by Glen Ballard, Gary Ross, and Dave Stewart)
	Glen Ballard, Gary Ross, and Dave Stewart
	1:43



	2.
	"It's Great to Be a Rat" (written by Glen Ballard, Gary Ross, and Dave Stewart)
	Glen Ballard, Gary Ross, and Dave Stewart
	1:23



	3.
	"Main Title / Prologue"
	William Ross[image: External link]
	2:38



	4.
	"The Village of Dor"
	William Ross
	2:17



	5.
	"Andre & Boldo"
	William Ross
	1:27



	6.
	"The Soup Is Served"
	William Ross
	1:11



	7.
	"Roscuro's Fall"
	William Ross
	2:42



	8.
	"A King's Sadness"
	William Ross
	2:00



	9.
	"Mouse World / A Mouse Is Born"
	William Ross
	3:11



	10.
	"Lonely Roscuro"
	William Ross
	1:15



	11.
	"The Royal Library"
	William Ross
	1:30



	12.
	"Once Upon a Time"
	William Ross
	2:30



	13.
	"I Am a Gentleman / Mig's Story"
	William Ross
	3:39



	14.
	"Banishment"
	William Ross
	3:08



	15.
	"In the Dungeon"
	William Ross
	1:02



	16.
	"Cat and Mouse"
	William Ross
	2:03



	17.
	"Roscuro and Despereaux"
	William Ross
	2:11



	18.
	"Mig Steals the Crown"
	William Ross
	1:20



	19.
	"Roscuro's Apology"
	William Ross
	3:45



	20.
	"Gregory Gives Mig Away"
	William Ross
	1:02



	21.
	"The Quest"
	William Ross
	3:56



	22.
	"Despereaux Is Back"
	William Ross
	3:15



	23.
	"Boldo and Despereauz Charge!"
	William Ross
	1:39



	24.
	"A Change of Heart"
	William Ross
	2:14



	25.
	"Rescuing the Princess"
	William Ross
	3:07



	26.
	"Epilogue"
	William Ross
	2:43
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 Release





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Theatrical release




The Tale of Despereaux was theatrically released on December 19, 2008, by Universal Pictures[image: External link].
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 Home video release




The film was released on DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray[image: External link] on April 7, 2009. The Blu-ray release also includes a standard-definition DVD of the film in addition to the Blu-ray Disc. The film brought in a revenue of $25,531,805 in the US DVD sales market.[5]
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 Reception
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 Critical response




Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reported that 56% of critics gave positive reviews based on 107 reviews. The website's consensus reads, "Despite its striking visuals, The Tale of Despereaux as a story feels familiar and unimaginative."[6] Another review aggregator, Metacritic[image: External link], gave the film a 53/100 approval rating based on 25 reviews.[7] Many critics praised the film for its excellent animation and the charming title character but complained that it had an unoriginal and scrambled story. Roger Ebert[image: External link] of the Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link] awarded three stars and wrote in his review that "The Tale of Despereaux is one of the most beautifully drawn animated films I've seen", but he also wrote, "I am not quite so thrilled by the story".[8] Christy Lemire of the Associated Press was more critical, writing that the film "feels obvious, preachy and heavy-handed."[9]
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 Box office




The film opened at the third position behind Seven Pounds[image: External link] and Yes Man[image: External link] with $10,507,000 in 3,104 theaters with an $3,385 average;[10] on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, the film was in second. The film closed in March 2009 after grossing $50 million domestically. The film grossed an additional $37 million overseas for a total of $87 million.
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 Awards





	Annie Awards 2009





	Award
	Category
	Nominee
	Result



	Annie
	Best Directing in an Animated Feature Production, Best Music in an Animated Feature Production, Best Production Design in an Animated Feature Production and Best Storyboarding in an Animated Feature Production
	Robert Stevenhagen, Sam Fell, William Ross and Evgeni Tomov
	Nominated





	Casting Society of America, USA 2009





	Award
	Category
	Nominee
	Result



	Artios
	Outstanding Achievement in Casting - Animation Feature
	Debra Zane
	Nominated





	Chicago Film Critics Association Awards 2008





	Award
	Category
	Result



	CFCA Award
	Best Animated Feature
	Nominated





	Motion Picture Sound Editors, USA 2009





	Award
	Category
	Nominee
	Result



	Golden Reel Award
	Best Sound Editing - Sound Effects, Foley, Music, Dialogue and ADR Animation in a Feature Film
	Lon Bender (supervising sound editor), Chris Jargo (supervising dialogue/adr editor), Nancy MacLeod (supervising foley editor), Jon Title (sound designer), Peter Myles (music editor), Michael Hertlein (dialogue/adr editor), Anna MacKenzie (adr editor), Michelle Pazer (adr editor), Paul Aulicino (sound effects editor), James Moriana (foley artist), Jeffrey Wilhoit (foley artist) and Diane Marshall (foley artist)
	Nominated





	San Diego Film Critics Society Awards 2008





	Award
	Nominee
	Result



	Special Award
	Richard Jenkins For The Visitor[image: External link], Step Brothers[image: External link] and Burn After Reading[image: External link] For the body of work in the last year.
	Won





	Satellite Awards 2008





	Award
	Category
	Result



	Satellite Award
	Best Motion Picture, Animated or Mixed Media
	Nominated
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Ballet Shoes (film)






Ballet Shoes is a 2007 British television film[image: External link], adapted by Heidi Thomas[image: External link] from Noel Streatfeild's 1936 novel Ballet Shoes.[1] It was produced by Granada Productions[image: External link] (formerly Granada Television[image: External link]) and premiered on BBC One[image: External link] on 26 December 2007. It is directed by Sandra Goldbacher.

A previous adaptation[image: External link] of Ballet Shoes was produced in serial format by the BBC in 1975 and directed by Timothy Combe. "Ballet Shoes" co-stars former Harry Potter stars Emma Watson as Pauline Fossil, Gemma Jones[image: External link] as Dr. Jakes, and the late Richard Griffiths[image: External link] as Gum.
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 Plot




A practical young orphan, Sylvia Brown, and her stern nurse Nana come to live at her uncle Gum's house in London, England[image: External link] after her parents die. Gum is a paleontologist and is reluctant to take his niece in, but relents when he learns that he is her only living relative. Gum is away a lot on travels collecting fossils, but he sends Sylvia letters and presents and she learns to love him.

Years later, Sylvia is now grown up and still living with Gum and Nana. Gum brings her back an orphaned baby girl, who has been rescued from RMS Titanic[image: External link] after her parents drown when the ship hit an iceberg. He names her Pauline Fossil. Gum legally adopts Pauline. When Pauline is two years old, Gum adopts another orphan that he found, a Russian baby girl called Petrova. Petrova's biological parents are tragically killed. In 1923, Gum adopts a third baby, Posy, with ballet shoes that her mother owned and necklaces for the three girls. In a letter Gum explains that Posy's father died and her mother doesn't have time to care for her daughter. He also left some money in the bank for Sylvia, enough to last five years. That is the last the family hears of him.

During The Great Depression[image: External link], Pauline and Petrova go to school at Cromwell House, but Sylvia can't afford to send Posy. As Gum's money runs out, Sylvia has to take out Pauline and Petrova out of school. When the money runs out completely, she takes in four boarders to live in the house: Theo Dane, an impractical dance teacher; John Simpson, who works with cars; and Dr. Smith and Dr. Jakes, who are retired academics.

Pauline, Petrova and Posy are inspired by the professors to "put their names in the history books" giving service to their country. They vow to do that, and repeat the vow every Christmas and birthday.

Theo tells Sylvia to let the girls train at The Children's Academy of Dancing and Stage Training, a stage school. Sylvia and Nana refuse, but after talking with Theo, Dr. Smith, and Dr. Jakes Sylvia reluctantly agrees to let the girls get trained to earn a living. Meanwhile, Dr. Smith and Dr. Jakes start to teach Pauline, Petrova, and Posy. The girls become very busy. Soon Pauline is old enough to act on stage and audition for the role of Alice in Alice in Wonderland[image: External link]. She loans Gum's necklaces to Mr. Simpson for money for a frock to wear, and will pay him back with her wages. Pauline gets the part, and does very well as Alice. She gives thirty shillings to Sylvia for housekeeping money. But the role goes to Pauline's head and she's rude to Winifred, her understudy. Pauline ends up losing her temper at Mr. French, the director, and since she's been rude Pauline is kicked out of the play and the role goes to Winifred.

Posy, noticed by Madame Fidolia, the owner of the school, is very talented at ballet. Madame Fidolia now teaches her classical ballet only. However, Petrova hates dancing and would much rather work with cars and fly planes. She and Mr. Simpson become very good friends. Sylvia starts to fall in love with Mr. Simpson. She has bad lungs and her health starts worsening. Petrova is worried for her.

Petrova and Pauline audition for roles as fairies in A Midsummer Night's Dream[image: External link]. Petrova does very badly, but she is engaged since nobody else auditions for her role. Pauline is engaged too. Petrova does not do well at the rehearsals, and is almost sacked. She doesn't like acting but does it for the money. When A Midsummer Night's Dream comes off, Pauline wants to audition with Petrova for another play, but Petrova warns her to stop making her go on stage.

The girls and Sylvia go camping. Mr. Simpson comes to tell them that Pauline will be auditioning for a movie, Charles In Exile. She gets the part, but finds film acting difficult and doesn't like it. After the filming, Pauline and Petrova play in a pantomime of Cinderella[image: External link]. Even with the money from the film and play, Sylvia can't afford to keep their house, and sells it.

Posy is brought to see Valentin Manoff's ballet by Madame Fidolia. Posy wants to go to his ballet school in Czechoslovakia. Madame has a stroke and is paralysed, and Posy is devastated. Charles In Exile is a hit, and Pauline has been discovered. She is offered a contract for five years in Hollywood[image: External link], but she isn't sure that she should take it.

Posy runs away to Manoff's ballet. She dances for him and he wants to teach her. Pauline signs the contract so that Posy can go to Czechoslovakia with Nana, and Sylvia will go to Hollywood with her. Unexpectedly, Gum comes back safe and sound. He agrees to teach Petrova to fly planes. The movie ends with Pauline and Posy vowing to get Petrova into the history books, while Petrova flies over Sylvia and Mr. Simpson's wedding.
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 Cast





	
Emma Watson as Pauline Fossil[image: External link]

	
Lucy Watson[image: External link] as Young Pauline[2]






	
Yasmin Paige[image: External link] as Petrova Fossil[image: External link]


	
Lucy Boynton[image: External link] as Posy Fossil[image: External link]


	
Richard Griffiths[image: External link] as Great Uncle Matthew Brown "Gum"

	
Victoria Wood[image: External link] as Nana

	
Emilia Fox[image: External link] as Sylvia Brown

	
Eileen Atkins[image: External link] as Madame Fidolia

	
Peter Bowles[image: External link] as Sir Donald Houghton

	
Marc Warren[image: External link] as Mr. John Simpson

	
Harriet Walter[image: External link] as Dr. Smith

	
Gemma Jones[image: External link] as Dr. Jakes

	
Lucy Cohu[image: External link] as Theodora "Theo" Dane

	Heather Nicol as Winifred Bagnall

	
Mary Stockley[image: External link] as Miss Jay

	Skye Bennett as a Young Sylvia

	Don Gallagher as Mr. French

	
Annabella Anderson[image: External link] as a Pauline Fossil's friend

	Nicolette Baker as young girl in red dress.

	
Adrian Lester[image: External link] as Mr Sholsky, a film director.[3]
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 Casting




A July 2007 report from Digital Spy written by Kimberley Dadds announced the involvement of Woods, Griffiths and Warren;[4] the BBC announced that open casting for the roles of the sisters would be a week later.[5] Emilia Fox plays the part of Sylvia Brown in this adaptation; her mother, Joanna David[image: External link], played the part of Theo Dane in the 1975 BBC adaptation[image: External link] of the same story.[6] Emma Watson, Richard Griffiths and Gemma Jones have all starred in films in the Harry Potter[image: External link] franchise, playing Hermione Granger, Uncle Vernon Dursley[image: External link] and Madam Poppy Pomfrey[image: External link] respectively. In addition, Gemma Jones starred in the 1995 adaptation of Sense and Sensibility[image: External link] as Mrs. Dashwood, while Lucy Boynton (Posy) played Margaret Dashwood in the 2008 BBC adaptation of the same novel.[7] Louise Keller of Urban Cinefile notes that this is Emma Watson's first role other than that of Hermione,[8] though her voice would later be heard in The Tale of Despereaux. Identical twin[image: External link] girls Lucy and Nina Watson, who take turns playing a younger Pauline in this film, are Emma Watson's younger half-sisters and only appear in the uncut DVD version of the film.[9]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Production




In a press release dated July 2007 it was announced that the film would begin shooting that August.[5] Screenwriter and producer Heidi Thomas called the schedule "murderous".[6]

Both Victoria Wood and Thomas described Streatfeild's novel as a book they have long treasured.[6] Producer Piers Wenger, who said the film has a "strong rites-of-passage story", related the film to the current "cult of the TV talent shows", and said that it "is also a great antidote to the notion of fame for fame's sake".[6]
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 Broadcast and commercial releases




The film was released on DVD in Europe in Region 2 on 7 January 2008.[10] The film had a limited release in U.S. theaters on 26 August 2008;[11] this can be seen as part of Screenvision[image: External link]'s initiative to expand its venue.[12] According to a press release on Screenvision's website, KOCH Vision[image: External link] bought the North American Home Entertainment rights from Granada International and partnered with Screenvision; KOCH Vision President Michael Rosenberg said that the theatrical run would help promote the DVD.[13] Participating theaters promoted the film with a trailer and a poster earlier that August, and Random House[image: External link] promoted the "Shoe Books", in association with the film.[14] Ballet Shoes was released on DVD in North America, Region 1, on 2 September 2008.[15] The film premiered on Christmas Eve on TV ONE[image: External link] in New Zealand. It will be broadcast in Canada on CBC[image: External link].[16] It was aired in Australia on 7 June 2009.
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 Reception




As of 2013, the film holds a 100% Fresh rating on Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link],[17] but the audience score places it at 66% with an Average Rating of 3.6/5.[18]

Wayne Myers of The Oneida Daily Dispatch called it an "embraceable film of the sort that emerges more frequently from elsewhere nowadays than Hollywood", and praised the performances of Paige, Watson, Boynton and Nicol.[19] Brian Orndorf wrote that Emilia Fox as Sylvia "forms the spine of the story" and that Goldbacher "is cautious to silently weave the performance throughout the film to undercut any saccharine temptations."[20] Betty Joe Tucker of ReelTalk Movie Reviews praised the way film evokes the 1930s.[21] Gina Catanzarite, in a review for Parents' Choice[image: External link], suggested that there may be too much plot material for the film's relatively short running time.[22]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Differences from the book





	In the film, Winifred Bagnall appears to be quite arrogant because she is the "best all-round student" in the academy, and her father's illness as well as her meager financial state is suggested only a few times. In the book, Winifred is far less presumptuous and it is discovered early on that Winifred is ambitious because her father's illness is the cause of her family's financial struggles, leaving her as the eldest of six children to earn a living to help support her family.

	The suggestion in the film is that Winifred replaces Pauline as Alice. In the book it occurs for one night only, Pauline is not being sacked but is simply shown she is not indispensable after her attitude gets out of hand.

	The film has Mr. Simpson a widower who falls in love with Sylvia. In the book his wife is alive and there is no romance with Sylvia.

	Posy is made more unsympathetic in the film, she knows Madame is paralyzed for life but she still only cares for herself. In the book she behaves selfishly because those around her have played down Madame's illness, leaving Posy to feel abandoned for a trivial illness.

	In the book, Pauline and Petrova star in the academy's musical while in the film, they don't.

	In the book, Sylvia and her mother move in with Gum after her father dies. When Sylvia's 16 her mother dies making her an orphan. In the film, Sylvia's parents both die together.

	In the book, Gum was happy to have Sylvia move in with him while in the film he was reluctant to have his niece live with him until she talked him into it.

	In the book, because Dr. Smith and Dr. Jakes are going to give the Fossil sisters an education Sylvia doesn't think that it's practical for the girls to go to The Children's Academy of Dancing and Stage Training. In the film, Sylvia states that money is the reason that she doesn't want Pauline, Petrova, and Posy to attend The Children's Academy of Dancing and Stage Training.

	In the book, Nana thinks that it's a good idea for the girls to attend The Children's Academy of Dancing and Stage Training while in the film she agrees with Sylvia that it'd be impractical for the girls to be students at The Children's Academy of Dancing and Stage Training.

	In the book, Sylvia is the one who names Pauline while in the film Gum chooses Pauline's name.

	In the film Petrova comes with her name while in the book Sylvia chooses Petrova's name.

	In the book Posy's biological father dies before she's born. In the film Posy's biological father is never mentioned.

	In the book, Gum retires from fossil hunting after his leg is amputated due to a mountain climbing accident and then decides to travel the world. In the film, Gum has a wooden leg the entire time and still continues to hunt for fossils.

	In the film Petrova's biological father Boris dies after being worked to death in the salt mines. In the book Boris is ill and ready to die. Before he dies Boris gives up Petrova for adoption.

	In the book Sylvia teaches Posy and Dr. Jakes and Dr. Smith teach Pauline and Petrova. In the film Dr. Jakes and Dr. Smith teach the Fossil sisters at the same time.

	In the film Gum sends the Fossil sisters their necklaces with Posy's ballet shoes when Posy arrives. In the book the girls get their necklaces from Gum after Posy's arrival.

	In the film Theo will rent a room at Gum's house on the condition that the Fossil sisters attend The Children's Academy of Dancing and Stage Training. In the book, Theo rents a room at Gum's house prior to talking Sylvia into letting the girls go to the academy.

	In the book Sylvia only wants the girls to be educated instead of being trained at The Children's Academy of Dancing and Stage Training. However, in the film Sylvia eventually warms up to the idea of the girls being trained to earn a living.
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Ballet Shoes (novel)





For other uses, see Ballet shoes (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Ballet Shoes: a story of three children on the stage is a children's novel[image: External link] by Noel Streatfeild, published by Dent in 1936. It was her first book for children, and was illustrated by the author's sister, Ruth Gervis.

Ballet Shoes was a commended runner up for the inaugural Carnegie Medal[image: External link] from the Library Association[image: External link], recognising the year's best British children's book by a British subject[image: External link].[2][a] (She won the Medal for her third novel, The Circus Is Coming[image: External link], published as Circus Shoes[3] in the USA, though the 'Shoes' titles, used by her USA publishers, were a marketing device: the books so titled do not in fact form part of a series.)
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 Plot summary




The book concerns three adopted sisters, Pauline, Petrova and Posy Fossil. Each of the girls is discovered as a baby by Matthew Brown (Great-Uncle-Matthew, known as "Gum"), an elderly, absentminded paleontologist[image: External link] and professor, during his world travels, and sent home to his great-niece, Sylvia and her childhood nanny, Nana.

Gum embarks upon an expedition of many years and arranges for money to support the family while he is gone. Gum does not return in the promised five years and the money is almost gone. As they have no way to contact or track him down, Sylvia and Nana take in boarders to make ends meet, including Mr. Simpson and his wife, Dr. Jakes and Dr. Smith, a pair of tutors who take over the children's schooling after Sylvia can no longer afford their school fees, and Miss Theo Dane, a dance teacher who arranges for the children to begin classes at the Children's Academy of Dancing and Stage Training.

Pauline finds she has a talent and passion for acting while Petrova hates acting and dancing. Posy has a real talent for dancing. When she is about six, Madame Fidolia, a famous and retired Russian[image: External link] dancer, gives Posy private lessons, something she has never done before. As the children mature, they take on some of the responsibility of supporting the household. Much of the drama comes from the friction between the sisters and from balancing their desire to help support the family financially against the laws limiting the amount of time they may spend on stage. When Pauline is picked for a lead part, the early success goes to her head, because of which the producer replaces her with her understudy (although only for a single performance, not permanently as portrayed in the 2007 film). Through this, Pauline learns enough humility to balance her talent, and goes on to play many successful lead parts.

Posy is developing into a brilliant ballet[image: External link] dancer. She also clashes with her sisters, as she is so focused on dancing that she is insensitive about anything that gets in her way. Petrova is not interested in the performing arts and has little talent for it but must keep attending classes and performing to help support the family. However, she holds onto her own dream of flying airplanes.

The book ends with Pauline going off to Hollywood[image: External link] to make a film, accompanied by Sylvia. Posy is going to a ballet school in Prague[image: External link], accompanied by Nana. Petrova wonders what will become of her, as she is still too young to live on her own and doesn't want to dance or act. At this moment, Gum arrives. He has been away so long that he doesn't realize who the three girls are at first, but after recognizing that they are the three babies he left all those years ago, he decides he will take Petrova under his wing and help her achieve her dream.
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 Characters





	
Gum Great-Uncle Matthew Brown, an elderly geologist and Professor, who finds the three sisters during his travels. Gum is Sylvia's great uncle and later guardian after her parents die.

	
Sylvia Brown Gum's great-niece, known to the girls as "Garnie", short for Guardian. Sylvia is a practical and caring woman. Sylvia's father died at the beginning of the book and she and her mother moved in with Gum. When Sylvia was 16 her mother died.

	
Nana Alice Gutheridge, Sylvia's stern nurse. Called "Nana" by family and friends alike.

	
Pauline Fossil[image: External link] The eldest sister by two years, rescued from the Titanic shipwreck. A talented actress and a great beauty, with an independent, bumptious streak.

	
Petrova Fossil[image: External link] The middle sister, adopted from a young couple who died in Russia. Petrova is a tomboy, hardworking and diligent, but interested only in engines and aeroplanes and cars.

	
Posy Fossil[image: External link] The youngest sister by two years, whom Gum sends to the house by district messenger in a basket with a pair of ballet shoes. Her mother, a dancer, may well be alive, as it is said she 'has no time for babies' at the time of Posy's adoption. Posy is considered a child dance prodigy, though she was still too young to perform on stage at the book's conclusion.

	
Dr. Jakes and Dr. Smith Boarders. A pair of retired professors of literature and maths, respectively, who offer to teach the girls. Dr. Jakes first inspires the girls to think of their adoptive state as being full of potential and individuality, without any chance of their achievements being attributed to family connections.

	
Mr. and Mrs. Simpson Boarders. Mr. Simpson is particularly friendly with Petrova, on account of his Citroën[image: External link] car and auto-repair garage. In the 2007 film adaptation Mrs. Simpson's character was abandoned so that Mr. Simpson could serve as a love interest for Sylvia.

	
Miss Theodora "Theo" Dane The last boarder. An impractical dance teacher at the Children's Academy of Classical Ballet.

	
Madame Fidolia A retired Russian prima ballerina[image: External link] of the old Russian empire. Now head of the Children's Academy of Dancing and Stage Training. Posy's teacher and mentor.

	
Winifred A fellow student at the Children's Academy. Though considered the best all-round pupil at the Academy, she often loses major roles on account of her plain looks and inadequate clothing, the latter a result of her large family's poverty. Winifred is both a particular friend and rival of Pauline.
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 Television adaptations




Ballet Shoes has twice been adapted for the screen, both by the BBC:


	
Ballet Shoes (TV serial)[image: External link] in 1975, starring Elizabeth Morgan[image: External link], Sarah Prince, and Jane Slaughter[image: External link] as the sisters.

	
Ballet Shoes (film) in 2007, starring Emma Watson, Yasmin Paige[image: External link], and Lucy Boynton[image: External link] as the sisters.
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 In popular culture





	The Shoes books are mentioned in the film You've Got Mail[image: External link] by Meg Ryan's[image: External link] character, a bookstore owner.
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 See also
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 Notes






	
^ Today there are usually eight books on the Carnegie shortlist. According to CCSU there were about 160 commended runners up for 1936 and the 49 years from 1954 to 2002, including Streatfeild and Howard Spring[image: External link] for 1936.
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The Perks of Being a Wallflower (film)






The Perks of Being a Wallflower is a 2012 American coming-of-age[image: External link] drama film[image: External link].[4] An adaptation[image: External link] of the 1999 epistolary[image: External link] novel of the same name[image: External link], it was written and directed by the novel's author, Stephen Chbosky. Filmed in Pittsburgh[image: External link], Pennsylvania[image: External link], the film was released on September 21, 2012, to positive critical response and commercial success, earning $33.4 million[3] to a budget of $13 million.[2] The film stars Logan Lerman, Emma Watson and Ezra Miller. Two or three years after the release of film, Chbosky began to speak more openly concerning the mental health care aspects of the film which were of significance to him in the original writing of the book and the production of the film as he conceived it.[5] This is one of the three films from John Malkovich[image: External link], Lianne Halfon and Russell Smith's Mr. Mudd Productions[image: External link] that feature struggling teenagers; the other two are Ghost World[image: External link] and Juno[image: External link].[3][6][7][8]
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 Plot




The film is set against the background of a young student, Charlie, who has been suffering from clinical depression[image: External link] from childhood setbacks and has recently been discharged from a mental health care institution to begin his adaptation to a normal lifestyle as a young high school student. Charlie (Logan Lerman) is uneasy about beginning his freshman[image: External link] year of high school[image: External link]; he is shy and finds difficulty in making friends, but he connects with his English teacher, Mr. Anderson (Paul Rudd[image: External link]).

When he sits with two seniors[image: External link], Sam (Emma Watson) and her stepbrother Patrick (Ezra Miller), at a football game, they invite him to tag along to several social activities with them. At a party, Charlie unwittingly eats a cannabis brownie[image: External link], gets high and discloses to Sam that the year before, his best friend committed suicide. He also walks in on Patrick and Brad (Johnny Simmons[image: External link]), a popular athlete, kissing. Sam realizes that Charlie has no other friends so she and Patrick make a special effort to bring Charlie into their group. Sam needs to improve her SAT[image: External link] scores to be accepted to Pennsylvania State University[image: External link], so Charlie offers to tutor her. On the way home from the party, when the three hear a song with which they are unfamiliar, Sam instructs Patrick to drive through a tunnel so she can stand up in the back of the pickup while the music blasts.

At Christmas, Sam gives Charlie a vintage typewriter to help his aspirations of being a writer. The two discuss relationships, and Charlie reveals he has never been kissed. Sam, though already involved with someone else, tells Charlie she wants his first kiss to be from someone who loves him, and kisses him. Charlie, in love with Sam, begins to try to find ways to show her how he feels.

At a regular Rocky Horror Picture Show performance[image: External link], Charlie is asked to fill in for Sam's boyfriend Craig, who is unavailable. Their friend Mary Elizabeth (Mae Whitman[image: External link]) is impressed and asks Charlie to the Sadie Hawkins dance[image: External link]. The two enter into a desultory relationship. Finally, at a party, when Charlie is dared[image: External link] to kiss the most beautiful girl in the room, he chooses Sam, upsetting both her and Mary Elizabeth. Patrick recommends Charlie stay away from the group for a while, and the isolation causes him to sink back into depression. He experiences flashbacks[image: External link] of his Aunt Helen (Melanie Lynskey[image: External link]), who died in a car accident when he was seven years old.

When Brad shows up at school with a black eye having been caught by his father having sex with Patrick, he lies, saying that he was jumped and beaten up. Brad distances himself from Patrick, calling him a " faggot[image: External link]". Brad's friends begin beating Patrick, but Charlie forcefully intervenes, then blacks out[image: External link]. He recovers to find he has bruised knuckles and Brad's friends are on the floor, incapacitated. Charlie threatens, "Touch my friends again, and I'll blind you," then leaves. Sam and Patrick express their gratitude to Charlie, and the three become friends again.

Sam is accepted into Penn State, and breaks up with Craig on prom night after learning he has been cheating on her. The night before she departs, she brings Charlie to her room and asks him "Why do I and everyone I love pick people who treat us like we're nothing?" to which he repeats advice he received from Mr. Anderson, "We accept the love we think we deserve." They confide in each other and kiss, but when Sam touches Charlie's thigh, he experiences a momentary flashback of his Aunt Helen, which he passes off as nothing, and they continue to kiss. After she leaves for college, though, his emotional state deteriorates and his flashbacks worsen. He calls his sister blaming himself for Helen's death, and admits he may have wished it upon her. His sister realizes he is in trouble and calls the police. Charlie passes out as they burst through the door and wakes up in a hospital, where psychiatrist[image: External link] Dr. Burton (Joan Cusack[image: External link]) manages to bring out Charlie's repressed memories[image: External link] of his aunt sexually abusing[image: External link] him.

Charlie then is later visited by Sam and Patrick. Sam explains what college life is like, and how she has found "The Tunnel Song" — " Heroes[image: External link]" by David Bowie[image: External link]. The three revisit the tunnel, where Charlie kisses Sam again and stands up in the back of the truck. Charlie acknowledges that he feels alive and in that moment—"We are infinite."
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 Cast






	
Logan Lerman as Charlie Kelmeckis

	
Emma Watson as Sam

	
Ezra Miller as Patrick

	
Mae Whitman[image: External link] as Mary Elizabeth

	
Paul Rudd[image: External link] as Mr. Anderson, Charlie's English teacher

	
Nina Dobrev[image: External link] as Candace Kelmeckis, Charlie's sister

	
Johnny Simmons[image: External link] as Brad

	
Erin Wilhelmi[image: External link] as Alice

	Adam Hagenbuch as Bob

	
Kate Walsh[image: External link] as Mrs. Kelmeckis

	
Dylan McDermott[image: External link] as Mr. Kelmeckis

	
Melanie Lynskey[image: External link] as Aunt Helen

	
Joan Cusack[image: External link] as Dr. Burton

	
Zane Holtz[image: External link] as Chris Kelmeckis, Charlie's older brother

	
Reece Thompson[image: External link] as Craig, Sam's college boyfriend

	
Nicholas Braun[image: External link] as Ponytail Derek, Candace's boyfriend

	
Landon Pigg[image: External link] as Peter

	
Tom Savini[image: External link] as Mr. Callahan

	
Julia Garner[image: External link] as Susan
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John Hughes[image: External link] read the novel and attempted to write a screenplay after he got the rights from Chbosky; however, he never finished this screenplay. Hughes was going to use the project as a directorial comeback with more of a black comedy[image: External link] style. He had in mind particular actors while writing the screenplay, namely, Shia LaBeouf[image: External link] as Charlie; Kirsten Dunst (The Virgin Suicides[image: External link]) as Sam; and Patrick Fugit[image: External link] (Almost Famous[image: External link]) as Patrick.

Following two to three years after the release of the film, Chbosky became increasingly outspoken about the mental health aspects of the production of the film which were central to his perspective and approach to his material. In an interview with Jana Kasperkevic of The Guardian on 17 December 2014, Chbosky was asked: "It’s often said that people don’t talk about their problems because of the stigma associated with mental health. What is your take on that?" Chbosky answered: "At this point, after 15 years of receiving letters and also my own work in therapy and beforehand, I don’t see any stigma in any mental health issue. But I do know that for many great people, they are very ashamed to be struggling. Let’s take for example, depression. Depression is invisible. It’s an invisible scar...".[9]

Other filmmakers who were interested in the project were Ron Howard[image: External link], Richard Linklater[image: External link], Josh Schwartz[image: External link], McG[image: External link], Joel Schumacher[image: External link], Ryan Murphy[image: External link] and British filmmaker Danny Boyle.

Mr. Mudd Productions[image: External link] (producers of Juno[image: External link]) became interested in the project and wanted Chbosky to adapt the film[image: External link]. The producers—John Malkovich[image: External link], Lianne Halfon[image: External link], and Russell Smith[image: External link]—hired Chbosky to write a screenplay adaptation (instead of Hughes) and to direct the film. Chbosky found value in half of Hughes' screenplay, so he negotiated for the rights from Hughes' heirs and added his own touches. In January 2011, Summit[image: External link] acquired distribution rights.[10] The following month, Summit sought a buyer for the project at the European Film Market[image: External link] held simultaneously with the Berlin International Film Festival[image: External link].[11]

In May 2010, actors Logan Lerman and Emma Watson were reported as in talks for the project[12] and confirmed the following year.[13] In April 2011, Mae Whitman[image: External link] signed on as Mary Elizabeth and Nina Dobrev[image: External link] was cast as Candace. Paul Rudd[image: External link] was cast as Mr Anderson later that month.[14] On May 9, 2011, Kate Walsh[image: External link] announced that she was cast in the film as Charlie's mother and had begun filming.[15]
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 Filming




The film was shot in the Pittsburgh metropolitan area[image: External link] from May 9 to June 29, 2011.[16] Initial filming began in Pittsburgh's South Hills[image: External link], including South Park[image: External link], Upper St. Clair[image: External link], and Peters Township High School[image: External link].[17][18]

The Rocky Horror Picture Show[image: External link] scenes were filmed at The Hollywood Theater in Dormont[image: External link][19] after Chbosky learned that the theater was re-opening; he had seen The Rocky Horror Picture Show there when younger.[20]

The film also has scenes within Pittsburgh[image: External link] city limits inside the Fort Pitt Tunnel[image: External link], Fort Pitt Bridge[image: External link] on Interstate 376[image: External link] and on Mount Washington.[21]
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 Soundtrack






	Original Motion Picture Soundtrack



	No.
	Title
	Music
	Length



	1.
	"Could It Be Another Change?"
	The Samples[image: External link]
	3:27



	2.
	"Come On Eileen[image: External link]"
	Dexys Midnight Runners[image: External link]
	4:12



	3.
	"Tugboat"
	Galaxie 500[image: External link]
	3:54



	4.
	" Temptation[image: External link]"
	New Order[image: External link]
	5:22



	5.
	"Evensong"
	The Innocence Mission[image: External link]
	3:40



	6.
	"Asleep"
	The Smiths[image: External link]
	4:10



	7.
	" Low[image: External link]"
	Cracker[image: External link]
	4:34



	8.
	"Teen Age Riot[image: External link]"
	Sonic Youth[image: External link]
	6:57



	9.
	"Dear God[image: External link]"
	XTC[image: External link]
	3:36



	10.
	"Pearly-Dewdrops' Drops[image: External link]"
	Cocteau Twins[image: External link]
	4:10



	11.
	"Charlie's Last Letter"
	Michael Brook[image: External link]
	1:48



	12.
	" 'Heroes'[image: External link]"
	David Bowie[image: External link]
	6:08






	Chart (2012/2013)
	Peak

position



	US Billboard[image: External link] Top Soundtracks[image: External link][22]

	7
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 Score
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 Release




The film was scheduled to be released on September 14, 2012, but it was announced in August 2012 that it would be released a week later, on September 21, 2012, in selected cities.[23] The film continued to expand on September 28, 2012, with a nationwide release[image: External link] on October 12, 2012. The UK premiere was on September 23[24] at the Cambridge Film Festival[image: External link].
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 Rating




The film originally received an R rating for "teen drug and alcohol use, and some sexual references". The filmmakers appealed and the MPAA[image: External link] changed it to PG-13 for "mature thematic material, drug and alcohol use, sexual content including references, and a fight—all involving teens".[25]
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 Box office




The Perks of Being a Wallflower received a limited release[image: External link] of four theaters in the United States on September 21, 2012, and grossed $228,359 on its limited opening weekend, averaging $57,089 per theater. The film earned $17,742,948 in North America and $15,641,179 in other countries, for a worldwide total of $33,384,127.[3][26][27]
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 Critical response




The film received mainly positive reviews. Review aggregation website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] gives the film a "Certified Fresh" score of 86%, based on reviews from 151 critics, with an average score of 7.4/10. The site's consensus states: "The Perks of Being a Wallflower is a heartfelt and sincere adaptation that's bolstered by strong lead performances."[28] On Metacritic[image: External link], which assigns a normalised rating out of 100 based on reviews from critics, the film has a score of 67 based on 36 reviews, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[29]

The lead cast also received positive notices. Ian Buckwalter of The Atlantic[image: External link] said "The primary trio of actors delivers outstanding performances, starting with Watson, who sheds the memory of a decade playing Hermione in the Harry Potter series with an about-face as a flirtatious but insecure free spirit. Miller also plays against his most recent performance, which was as the tightly wound eponymous teenage psychopath in We Need to Talk About Kevin[image: External link], to deliver a giddy, scene-stealing turn as Patrick. Lerman, best known from the Percy Jackson series[image: External link], shines as Charlie, a role that demands he be immediately likeable while still holding onto some deep darkness that can't be fully revealed until the end."[30]

John Anderson of Newsday[image: External link] also praised the cast saying "As Sam, the quasi-bad girl trying to reinvent herself before college, she (Emma Watson) brings honesty and a lack of cliche to a character who might have been a standard-issue student. But equally fine are her co-stars: Ezra Miller, who plays the gay character Patrick as something messy and unusual; Paul Rudd, as their English teacher, is refreshingly thoughtful. And Charlie is portrayed by Lerman as quietly observant, yearning and delicate in a way that will click with audiences regardless of age".[31]

Allison M. Lyzenga of My Film Habit praised the film saying "This movie especially recognizes that even while high-school can be a battlefield of insecurity and bullying, you can find allies to help you through the struggle. It also shows that we all have a brighter future ahead if we let ourselves reach for it."[32]

Some critics had a less positive response to the film, with the main criticism being that the portrayal of teenage issues is idealized and the casting uninspired. The Miami Herald[image: External link] critic Connie Ogle notes that "the suicide of Charlie’s best friend, which takes place before the film opens, seems glossed over too quickly" despite the event being Charlie's main character motivation in the film.[33] Jack Wilson of The Age[image: External link] writes, "the script is transparently fake at almost every moment, congratulating the gang on their non-conformity while soft-pedalling any aspect of adolescent behaviour—drug use, sex, profanity—that might upset the American mainstream."[34] Richard Corliss[image: External link] of Time criticized the casting of actors in their twenties to play teenagers, unlike the film Heathers[image: External link] where the cast were actually teenagers.[35]

MTV[image: External link], Us Weekly[image: External link] and Complex[image: External link] named The Perks of Being a Wallflower one of the best films of the year.[36][37][38]
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 Accolades







	Year
	Award
	Category
	Recipient
	Result



	2012
	Boston Society of Film Critics Awards[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Ezra Miller
	Won



	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Emma Watson
	Nominated



	Chicago Film Critics Association Awards[image: External link]
	Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]
	Stephen Chbosky
	Nominated



	Most Promising Filmmaker
	Nominated



	Detroit Film Critics Society Awards[image: External link]
	Breakthrough Performance
	Nominated



	Best Screenplay
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actor
	Ezra Miller
	Nominated



	Hollywood Film Festival[image: External link]
	Spotlight Award
	Won



	Indiana Film Critics Association Awards
	Best Adapted Screenplay
	Stephen Chbosky
	Won



	National Board of Review Awards[image: External link]
	Top Films
	The Perks of Being a Wallflower
	Won



	Phoenix Film Critics Society Awards
	Best Supporting Actor
	Ezra Miller
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actress
	Emma Watson
	Nominated



	Best Adapted Screenplay
	Stephen Chbosky
	Nominated



	Most Overlooked Film
	The Perks of Being a Wallflower
	Nominated



	Best Breakthrough Performance Behind the Camera
	Stephen Chbosky
	Nominated



	San Diego Film Critics Society Awards[image: External link]
	Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Emma Watson
	Won



	Best Ensemble Performance[image: External link]
	Cast
	Won



	St. Louis Gateway Film Critics Association Awards[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Emma Watson
	Nominated



	Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]
	Stephen Chbosky
	Nominated



	Utah Film Critics Association Awards
	Best Adapted Screenplay
	Won



	Washington D.C. Area Film Critics Association Awards[image: External link]
	Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Youth Performance
	Logan Lerman
	Nominated



	2013
	Broadcast Film Critics Association Awards[image: External link]
	Best Young Performer[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]
	Stephen Chbosky
	Nominated



	GLAAD Media Awards[image: External link][39]
	Outstanding Film - Wide Release[image: External link]
	The Perks of Being a Wallflower
	Won



	Independent Spirit Awards[image: External link][40]
	Best First Feature[image: External link]
	Stephen Chbosky
	Won



	MTV Movie Awards[41]
	Best Female Performance
	Emma Watson
	Nominated



	Best Kiss
	Emma Watson and Logan Lerman
	Nominated



	Best Breakthrough Performance[image: External link]
	Ezra Miller
	Nominated



	Best Musical Moment
	Emma Watson, Logan Lerman and Ezra Miller
	Nominated



	People's Choice Awards
	Favorite Drama Movie
	The Perks of Being a Wallflower
	Won



	Favorite Dramatic Movie Actress
	Emma Watson
	Won



	Writers Guild of America Awards[image: External link]
	Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]
	Stephen Chbosky
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice Movie: Drama[image: External link]
	The Perks of Being a Wallflower
	Won



	Choice Movie Actor: Drama
	Logan Lerman
	Won



	Choice Movie Actress: Drama
	Emma Watson
	Won



	Choice Movie Breakout: Actor
	Ezra Miller
	Nominated



	Choice Movie Liplock
	Logan Lerman and Emma Watson
	Nominated
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The Bling Ring






This article is about the film. For the real-world crime ring upon which the film is based, see Bling Ring.

The Bling Ring is a 2013 internationally co-produced satirical[image: External link] crime film[image: External link] written, directed and produced by Sofia Coppola.[4] It features an ensemble cast[image: External link] including newcomers Israel Broussard[image: External link], Katie Chang[image: External link], and Claire Julien[image: External link], as well as Taissa Farmiga[image: External link] and Emma Watson. It is based on an article, "The Suspects Wore Louboutins[image: External link]" by Nancy Jo Sales[image: External link], which dealt with a real-life gang known as the Bling Ring.

The film had its world premiere in the Un Certain Regard[image: External link] section of the 2013 Cannes Film Festival on May 16, 2013.[5] It was released in a limited release[image: External link] on June 14, before opening in a wide release[image: External link] on June 21, 2013 by A24 Films[image: External link].

The Bling Ring represents the final work of cinematographer Harris Savides[image: External link], who died of brain cancer[image: External link] while the film was in post-production. The film is dedicated to him.[6]



TOP
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 Plot




Quiet teenager Marc Hall (Israel Broussard[image: External link]) arrives as a new student at Indian Hills High School[image: External link] in Agoura Hills, California[image: External link]. He is befriended by fame-obsessed Rebecca Ahn (Katie Chang[image: External link]). While at a party at Rebecca's house, the pair check unlocked vehicles on the street, taking valuables such as cash and credit cards.

When Marc mentions that one of his wealthy acquaintances is out of town, Rebecca persuades him to join her in breaking into to his house. Rebecca steals a handbag, mentioning that her idol, Lindsay Lohan, has the same one. She also steals cash and the keys to a Porsche[image: External link], which the pair use to flee the scene. With the cash, the two go on a shopping spree, affording themselves the luxury lifestyle they admire in magazines.

Marc visits a nightclub with Rebecca and her friends Nicki (Emma Watson), Nicki's adopted sister Sam (Taissa Farmiga[image: External link]), and Chloe (Claire Julien[image: External link]), where they rub shoulders with celebrities such as Kirsten Dunst and Paris Hilton[image: External link]. While researching Hilton on the Internet, Marc and Rebecca realize that she will be out of town. The pair go to her house, and finding the key under the doormat, they go through Hilton's belongings, taking some jewelry. Rebecca then flaunts a stolen bracelet to Nicki, Sam, and Chloe at a party.

At Nicki's request, Rebecca and Marc take her, Sam and Chloe back to Hilton's house. The group marvels at the excess of Hilton's lifestyle, and steals shoes, bags, dresses, cash, and jewelry. Marc and Rebecca return to rob Hilton's house on a third occasion. The pair also decides to rob the home of Audrina Patridge[image: External link], once again using the Internet to determine when she will not be home. The entire group uses the same method to burgle the home of Megan Fox[image: External link], with Nicki's younger sister Emily (Georgia Rock) squeezing through a pet door[image: External link] to gain access to the home.

The group enters the home of Orlando Bloom and his girlfriend, Miranda Kerr[image: External link]. The girls proceed to steal similar items, while Marc finds a case filled with seven of Bloom's Rolex watches[image: External link] along with a roll of cash. Chloe then helps Marc sell the watches to her friend, a night club manager named Ricky (Gavin Rossdale[image: External link]). The group returns once again to Hilton's house, with Sam's boyfriend Rob (Carlos Miranda), who also steals from the home.

A news report releases captured CCTV[image: External link] footage from the robbery at Patridge's home. This concerns Marc, but Rebecca is undeterred and instigates a burglary at the home of Rachel Bilson[image: External link]. Word spreads amongst the group's social circles, and the girls boast of their accomplishments at parties, also posting photographs of the stolen items on social media sites. The group ultimately breaks into Lohan's house and robs it. Shortly after, Rebecca moves to Las Vegas with her father due to troubles at home, leaving some of her stolen items with Marc, who inadvertently helps Rebecca transfer stolen items across state lines.

News reports of the Hollywood Hills burglaries intensify, with the media labeling the group "The Bling Ring". CCTV from several robberies in addition to the evidence on social media allows authorities to identify the group. Police arrest Marc, Nicki, Chloe, Rebecca, Rob, and Ricky, but Sam is not identified in the footage and avoids arrest. Marc cooperates with the police, informing them on the details of the burglaries, much to the chagrin of Rebecca, who has been identified as the ringleader. A Vanity Fair journalist interviews Marc, who is remorseful, and Nicki, who vehemently suggests the others were at fault, and that she was simply involved with the wrong people. Rebecca also denies being at fault and tries to pass the blame for all of this to Marc and her other friends. The group is ultimately prosecuted, receiving varying amounts of jail time and is ordered to collectively pay millions of dollars in restitution[image: External link] for the stolen items.

The group serves their jail time, and Marc and Rebecca each go into seclusion from the press. They never see or speak to each other again, and both of them steadfastly blame each other for the robberies.

In the final scene, set a few months later, Nicki is on a talk show talking about her time in jail, and reveals that her cell was next to Lohan's. After digressing, she turns to the audience (and the viewers) as she finds a way to enhance her newfound notoriety, telling them to visit her now-popular website detailing her life after "The Bling Ring".
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 Cast






	
Katie Chang[image: External link] as Rebecca Ahn (based on Rachel Lee[image: External link])

	
Israel Broussard[image: External link] as Marc Hall (based on Nick Prugo[image: External link])

	
Emma Watson as Nicki Moore (based on Alexis Neiers)

	
Taissa Farmiga[image: External link] as Sam Moore (based on Tess Taylor[image: External link])

	
Claire Julien[image: External link] as Chloe Tainer (based on Courtney Ames[image: External link])

	Carlos Miranda as Rob (based on Roy Lopez, Jr.[image: External link])

	
Gavin Rossdale[image: External link] as Ricky (based on Johnny Ajar[image: External link])

	
Leslie Mann[image: External link] as Laurie Moore (based on Andrea Arlington-Dunn)

	Georgia Rock as Emily Moore (based on Gabby Neiers)

	Annie Fitzgerald as Kate (based on Nancy Jo Sales[image: External link])

	
Stacy Edwards[image: External link] as Mrs. Hall

	G. Mac Brown as Henry

	
Marc Coppola[image: External link] as Mr. Hall

	Janet Song as Mrs. Ahn

	Doug DeBeech as Adam

	
Erin Daniels[image: External link] as Shannon

	Patricia Lentz as Judge Henley

	
Maika Monroe[image: External link] as Beach Girl

	
Halston Sage[image: External link] as School Girl






	Cameos




	
Paris Hilton[image: External link] as herself

	
Kirsten Dunst as herself[7]


	Brett Goodkin as himself
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 Development




In December 2011, it was reported that Sofia Coppola was developing a screenplay for a film based on The Bling Ring burglaries, to be directed and produced by her. Her father, Francis Ford Coppola[image: External link], would also executive produce the project through his American Zoetrope[image: External link] production company.[8] In April 2012, it was announced that financing had been set up with NALA Films[image: External link], and Roman Coppola[image: External link] would also serve as a producer.[9]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Casting




Emma Watson joined the cast of the film on February 29, 2012.[10][11] On March 1, Taissa Farmiga[image: External link] was reported to have joined the main cast.[12] Also in early March, The Hollywood Reporter confirmed the casting of Leslie Mann[image: External link] and Israel Broussard[image: External link].[13] On March 16, Claire Julien[image: External link] joined the cast, and Katie Chang[image: External link] and Georgia Rock were confirmed for roles.[14] That same month, Carlos Miranda was cast in a supporting role.[15] In late March, Kirsten Dunst and Paris Hilton[image: External link] were both confirmed to make cameos[image: External link] in the film, appearing as themselves.[16][17] Gavin Rossdale[image: External link] was spotted on the set of the film on March 27, 2012.[18]
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 Filming




Production primarily took place in and around Los Angeles[image: External link], California[image: External link] in March and April 2012; notably in West Hollywood[image: External link], Lynwood[image: External link], and Venice[image: External link].[19] Paris Hilton[image: External link], who was a victim during the actual Bling Ring robberies, and Kirsten Dunst both made cameo appearances in the film.[20] Some scenes were shot in the celebrity victim's homes and at the Century Regional Detention Facility in Lynwood, California.[21]
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 Soundtrack




The Bling Ring: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack was supervised by frequent Coppola collaborator Brian Reitzell[image: External link]. The film's soundtrack album was released on June 11, 2013 by Def Jam Recordings[image: External link].[23] It contains a mix of music ranging between such genres as hip-hop/rap[image: External link], krautrock[image: External link], and electronic[image: External link].[24] The musical score for the film was written by Reitzell in collaboration with Daniel Lopatin, known mostly under the recording name of Oneohtrix Point Never[image: External link].[25] In addition, Reitzell worked closely with Coppola to find contemporary music that would fit within the film's setting. After being contacted for song contributions, rapper Kanye West[image: External link] recommended Reitzell use Frank Ocean[image: External link]'s then-unreleased "Super Rich Kids". Coppola's husband's band, Phoenix[image: External link], also contributed the title track from their album Bankrupt![image: External link].[22]



	Track listing



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Performer
	Length



	1.
	"Crown on the Ground"
	Alexis Krauss[image: External link], Derek E. Miller
	Sleigh Bells[image: External link]
	3:49



	2.
	"9 Piece[image: External link]"
	William Leonard Roberts II[image: External link], Dwayne Carter[image: External link], Lexus Lewis[image: External link]
	Rick Ross[image: External link] featuring Lil Wayne[image: External link]
	5:17



	3.
	" Sunshine[image: External link]"
	Ryeisha Berrain[image: External link], Maya Arulpragasam[image: External link]
	Rye Rye[image: External link] featuring M.I.A.[image: External link]
	3:22



	4.
	" 212[image: External link]"
	Azealia Banks[image: External link], Jef Martens
	Azealia Banks featuring Lazy Jay[image: External link]
	3:26



	5.
	"Ouroboros"
	Daniel Lopatin
	Oneohtrix Point Never[image: External link]
	2:02



	6.
	"Money Machine"
	Tauheed Epps[image: External link], Christopher Gholson[image: External link]
	2 Chainz[image: External link]
	4:42



	7.
	"Bad Girls[image: External link]"
	Mathangi Arulpragasam[image: External link], Nate Hills, Marcella Araica
	M.I.A.
	3:48



	8.
	"All of the Lights[image: External link]"
	Kanye West[image: External link], Jeff Bhasker[image: External link], Stacy Ferguson[image: External link], Malik Yusef El Shabbaz Jones[image: External link], Scott Mescudi[image: External link], Warren Trotter[image: External link]
	Kanye West
	4:59



	9.
	"Drop It Low[image: External link]"
	Christopher Maurice Brown[image: External link], Ester Dean[image: External link], Jamal F. Jones[image: External link]
	Ester Dean featuring Chris Brown[image: External link]
	3:14



	10.
	"Gucci Bag"
	Gemar Akoto, Kwadwo Boateng, Reem Oweti
	Reema Major
	3:54



	11.
	" Halleluhwah[image: External link]"
	Michael Karoli, Jaki Liebezeit, Irmin Schmidt, Holger Schweizer, Kenji Suzuki
	Can[image: External link]
	5:36



	12.
	" Power[image: External link]"
	Kanye West, Larry Griffin Jr.[image: External link], Mike Dean[image: External link], Jeff Bhasker, Andwele Gardner[image: External link], Ken Lewis, Francois Bernheim, Jean-Pierre Lang, Boris Bergman, Robert Fripp[image: External link], Michael Giles[image: External link], Greg Lake[image: External link], Ian McDonald[image: External link]
	Kanye West
	4:52



	13.
	"Freeze"
	Klaus Schulze[image: External link]
	Klaus Schulze
	6:39



	14.
	"FML"
	Joel Zimmerman[image: External link]
	Deadmau5[image: External link]
	6:35



	15.
	"The Bling Ring Suite"
	Brian Reitzell, Daniel Lopatin
	Brian Reitzell and Daniel Lopatin
	6:52



	16.
	"Bankrupt!"
	Thomas Mars[image: External link], Deck d'Arcy, Laurent Brancowitz[image: External link], Christian Mazzalai
	Phoenix[image: External link]
	6:56



	17.
	"Super Rich Kids[image: External link]"
	Christopher Breaux[image: External link], Malay[image: External link], Thebe Neruda Kgositsile[image: External link], Kirk Robinson[image: External link], Nathaniel Robinson Jr., Ray Hammond[image: External link], Mark Morales, Mark Rooney
	Frank Ocean[image: External link] featuring Earl Sweatshirt[image: External link]
	5:04



	Total length:
	1:19:44
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 Distribution
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 Release




In January 2013, A24 Films[image: External link] acquired domestic distribution rights to the film.[26] The film opened the Un Certain Regard[image: External link] section of the 2013 Cannes Film Festival on May 16.[5][27] The film is Coppola's third film in a row that deals heavily with the famous, following Marie Antoinette[image: External link] and Somewhere[image: External link], a drama about a renowned actor and his 11-year-old daughter. About the premiere in Cannes[image: External link], she said, "It seems like the perfect setting for The Bling Ring when you see people walking around in their heels. It's a glamorous place, so it feels appropriate." The film closed the 39th Seattle International Film Festival[image: External link] on June 9, 2013.[28][29]
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 Home media




The Bling Ring was released via digital download[image: External link] on September 6, 2013, and on DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray[image: External link] on September 17, 2013 by Lionsgate Home Entertainment[image: External link]. The extras include a behind the scenes making of the film, an interview with Coppola, and a tour of a crime scene by Bling Ring target Paris Hilton[image: External link].[30]
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 Reception
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 Box office




In its debut weekend in the United States, the film opened in five theaters with $214,395, for a per-theater average of $42,879.[31] It was Coppola's best opening, beating out Lost in Translation[image: External link]'s intake of $40,221 from 23 locations in 2003. The following weekend, The Bling Ring expanded to 650 theaters, making $2 million for a per-theater average of $3,080.[32] The film went on to gross $5.8 million domestically and $19.1 million worldwide.[3]
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 Critical response




The Bling Ring received generally positive reviews from critics. Review aggregator[image: External link] website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] gives the film a 60% approval rating, based on reviews from 186 critics, with a weighted average[image: External link] of 6.3/10. The site's consensus reads, "While it's certainly timely and beautifully filmed, The Bling Ring suffers from director Sofia Coppola's failure to delve beneath the surface of its shallow protagonists' real-life crimes."[33] This made it Coppola's second-lowest rated movie after Marie Antoinette[image: External link].[34] Metacritic[image: External link] has assigned the film an average score of 66 out of 100, based on 40 reviews from mainstream critics, indicating "generally positive reviews".[35] The film has drawn comparisons to the Day-Glo[image: External link] cinematography of Harmony Korine[image: External link]'s Spring Breakers[image: External link], which was also released under A24 Films.[36]

Owen Gleiberman from Entertainment Weekly had a positive opinion, writing, "Watching The Bling Ring, the audience is invited to understand the impulses of these child-woman thieves, even as Coppola stands firmly apart from their craziness and sees them for who they are."[37] Robbie Collin from The Daily Telegraph said, "Everything comes together for the good here: visuals, performances, raucous soundtrack, Coppola's teasing flirtation with, yet ultimate lack of commitment to, some kind of concrete morality."[38] Todd McCarthy from The Hollywood Reporter said, "Coppola's attitude toward her subject seems equivocal, uncertain; there is perhaps a smidgen of social commentary, but she seems far too at home in the world she depicts to offer a rewarding critique of it."[39]

Emma Watson's performance as Nicki received critical acclaim. Richard Roeper called her "comedic gold",[40] while Gleiberman wrote that Watson "proves that her willingness to take chances is only growing, and that she's an actress serious enough to turn a line like 'Your butt looks awesome!' into something that reveals character." Cath Clarke of Time Out[image: External link] commented positively on Watson defying her stunt casting, saying, "The real story here isn't the good-girl-goes-bad stunt casting; it's that Watson can act. Against the odds, the Harry Potter star gives a sharp, knowing smart performance as Nicki."[41] Peter Travers[image: External link] of Rolling Stone[image: External link] wrote, "Emma Watson is sensational as Nicki, an underage club girl and actress wanna-be, who lives in a universe of Valley Girl narcissism eons away from Hogwarts."[42] Even critics who gave the film overall negative reviews singled Watson out for praise, with Peter Howell from Toronto Star[image: External link] saying, "The undistinguished young cast of The Bling Ring has just one standout, and that's Emma Watson, who plays one of the most vacuous of the juvenile thieves. We know her best as the brainy Hermione from the Harry Potter movies, and she can obviously do brainless equally well."[43] Joe Neumaier of New York Daily News[image: External link] wrote, "Watson, though, does a great imitation of hollow-eyed gaze; her character is the one who tries to parlay notoriety into success (everyone else can, she figures). The one-time Harry Potter star captures the slack-jawed fan only too well."[44] Alexis Neiers, who inspired Watson's character, found the film adaptation "innacurate and trashy" after she saw its first trailer.[45]
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 Accolades






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Recipient(s)
	Result



	2013
	Cannes Film Festival
	Un Certain Regard Award
	Sofia Coppola
	Nominated



	2013
	Women in Film Crystal + Lucy Awards[image: External link]
	Dorothy Arzner Directors Award[image: External link]
	Won



	2014
	Golden Trailer Awards[image: External link]
	Best Independent TV Spot
	"Roster" Trailer (A24 Films[image: External link])
	Nominated



	2014
	Best Teaser Poster
	The Bling Ring ( Pathé[image: External link])
	Nominated
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This Is the End






This Is the End is a 2013 American disaster[image: External link] comedy film[image: External link] directed by Seth Rogen and Evan Goldberg and stars Rogen, James Franco, Jonah Hill[image: External link], Jay Baruchel[image: External link], Danny McBride[image: External link], Craig Robinson[image: External link], Michael Cera[image: External link] and Emma Watson. The story features real life actors playing fictionalized versions of themselves in the aftermath of a global biblical apocalypse[image: External link]. The film premiered at the Fox Village Theater[image: External link] on June 3, 2013 and was released in the United States on June 14, 2013 by Columbia Pictures[image: External link], before being re-released on September 6, 2013.[3] The film grossed $126 million on a $32 million budget.[2] The film makes references to the past movies of the cast, including Spider-Man[image: External link], Million Dollar Baby[image: External link], Forrest Gump[image: External link], Superbad[image: External link], Pineapple Express[image: External link], Moneyball[image: External link], Your Highness[image: External link], The Green Hornet[image: External link], 127 Hours[image: External link] and the Harry Potter film series.



TOP
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 Plot




Jay Baruchel[image: External link] arrives in Los Angeles[image: External link] to visit with old friend and fellow actor Seth Rogen, who invites him to attend a housewarming party hosted by James Franco. Baruchel is uncomfortable at the crowded party, so Rogen accompanies him to a convenience store for cigarettes. There, beams of blue light come down and suck numerous people into the sky. Rogen and Baruchel flee back to Franco's house, where an earthquake strikes and the partygoers rush outside. A large hole[image: External link] opens in Franco's yard, swallowing Michael Cera[image: External link] (impaled by a lamppost), Rihanna[image: External link], Mindy Kaling[image: External link], Jason Segel[image: External link], Christopher Mintz-Plasse[image: External link] and Martin Starr[image: External link]. Rogen, Franco, Jonah Hill[image: External link] and Craig Robinson[image: External link] survive and run back inside the house. Franco's assistant Karen gets accidentally crushed by Paul Rudd[image: External link]. Aziz Ansari[image: External link] gets his arm cut off and falls into the sinkhole. Kevin Hart[image: External link] tries to get Ansari's arm off, but he also falls into the sinkhole. Baruchel tries to help David Krumholtz[image: External link] escape the sinkhole, but he also falls into the sinkhole. Baruchel escapes the sinkhole and also runs back to the house. They take inventory of their supplies, set up a ration system, and await help.

The next morning, Danny McBride[image: External link], also in the house and unaware of the crisis, wastes much of their food and water. The others tell him of the previous night's events, which he initially does not believe until a man (Brian Huskey[image: External link]) outside is decapitated as they watch. Tensions rise due to various conflicts, including Baruchel and Rogen's growing estrangement, and the others' scepticism of Baruchel's belief that the disaster might be the Apocalypse[image: External link] predicted in the Book of Revelation[image: External link]. Later, Emma Watson, another survivor of the party, returns. However, due to a misunderstanding, she believes the group is planning to rape her and leaves, taking the group's remaining drinks with her. Robinson is chosen to travel outside to the basement for water, but finds the door is locked and returns after an encounter with an unknown being.

The experience causes Robinson to believe Baruchel's theory that the Apocalypse has arrived. The guys reach the basement by digging through the floor, and find the water, but McBride ends up wasting most of it out of spite, prompting him to be kicked out of the house. Before he leaves, McBride reveals that Baruchel was in town two months prior but stayed at a hotel, instead of at Rogen's house, because of their strained friendship. Hill makes a remark that annoys Baruchel, causing him to punch Hill. Later that night, Hill prays for Baruchel to die, but is possessed[image: External link] by a demon shortly after. The next day, Baruchel and Robinson go to a neighboring home for supplies, and escape a demonic bull. Meanwhile, Rogen and Franco are attacked by the possessed Hill. The group subdues Hill, but during an exorcism[image: External link] attempt, Baruchel and Rogen get into a fight and knock a candle over. A fire starts, engulfing Hill and the house in flames and forcing the others outside.

Franco suggests taking his car to his home in Malibu[image: External link], but finds the car guarded by a demon. Robinson volunteers to sacrifice himself. The plan succeeds and Robinson is raptured[image: External link], leading the others to realize they can be saved if they do a selfless act. They are then captured by cannibals[image: External link] led by McBride. Franco volunteers to sacrifice himself to save the others, but taunts McBride as he ascends to Heaven, causing his beam to vanish. Franco is then eaten alive by McBride and his cannibals. Rogen and Baruchel escape, but they encounter a gigantic satanic being. Baruchel apologises to Seth for his actions as the being attempts to eat them. A beam strikes Baruchel, and he begins to ascend while Rogen does not. Baruchel grabs Rogen's hand, but Rogen's presence prevents him from ascending into Heaven. As a result, Rogen lets him go; he is promptly saved by another beam, which also kills the being.

In heaven Rogen and Baruchel meet Robinson, who tells them that Heaven is a place where any desire comes true. Baruchel wishes for the Backstreet Boys[image: External link] and the band performs "Everybody (Backstreet's Back)[image: External link]" as everyone dances.
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 Cast




Most of the film's cast portray fictional, exaggerated versions of themselves:[4]



	Jay Baruchel[image: External link]

	Seth Rogen

	James Franco

	Jonah Hill[image: External link]

	Danny McBride[image: External link]

	Craig Robinson[image: External link]

	Michael Cera[image: External link]

	Emma Watson

	Rihanna[image: External link]

	Mindy Kaling[image: External link]

	David Krumholtz[image: External link]

	Christopher Mintz-Plasse[image: External link]

	Martin Starr[image: External link]

	Kevin Hart[image: External link]

	Aziz Ansari[image: External link]

	Paul Rudd[image: External link]

	Channing Tatum[image: External link]

	
Jason Segel[image: External link] (uncredited)

	Backstreet Boys[image: External link]

	
Brian Huskey[image: External link] (headless man)
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 Production




Rogen and Goldberg told interviewers, "We always wanted to do a movie where people played themselves and something extraordinary happened; the initial version of the film was Seth Rogen and Busta Rhymes[image: External link] were filming a music video and a film respectively, on the Sony[image: External link] lot, and Antmen attacked from the center of the earth."[5] The film is also based on Jay and Seth versus the Apocalypse[image: External link], a short film[image: External link] created by Goldberg and Jason Stone in 2007.[6]

In an interview with The Guardian[image: External link], Goldberg commented on influences contributing to the film, "If you drilled down to the core of what I do, it's just ripping off little bits of Charlie Kaufman[image: External link]. Seth and I always loved The Larry Sanders Show[image: External link] too. And the popularity of reality television[image: External link] now also feeds into that idea of whether what we're watching is actually real. We thought working with our friends in that situation would be awesome because they're all comedians willing to take stabs at themselves."[7] The actors play exaggerated versions of themselves, with only James Franco having no objections to doing what the script wanted him to do.[8]

While set in Los Angeles, principal photography was in New Orleans[image: External link] due to financial incentives from that city. Filming rolled from February to early July 2012.[9] Modus FX made 240 visual effects for the film, including natural disasters, set extensions for the house, computer-generated demons, and the Rapture beams.[10] After filming wrapped, Rogen and Goldberg were displeased with their ending; they considered putting Morgan Freeman[image: External link] in Heaven, but he declined.[11] Since "Everybody (Backstreet's Back)[image: External link]" already played in a scene and the directors wanted to close on an over-the-top note, the directors decided to feature the Backstreet Boys[image: External link] in the scene instead.[12]

During production, the film was titled The Apocalypse, later changed to The End of the World.[6][13] The name changed to This Is the End on December 20, 2012, upon the release of its first trailer and poster.[14][15] This was done at the request of Rogen's Paul[image: External link] co-star Simon Pegg[image: External link], who wrote to Rogen in concern that The End of the World was too similar a title to his comedy film The World's End[image: External link], also released in the summer of 2013 and centered around an apocalypse with an ensemble cast. As The World's End was the name of a key location in that film, Pegg worried he could not change the name of his film.[16]

On April 1, 2013, Sony released an April Fools' Day[image: External link] trailer[image: External link] for Pineapple Express[image: External link] 2, which was in fact a teaser trailer for This Is the End.[17] According to Rogen and Goldberg, however, the homemade Pineapple Express 2 film in This Is the End depicts what they envision for the actual sequel.[18]
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 Soundtrack




This Is the End: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack is the soundtrack[image: External link] of the film. It was released on June 11, 2013[19][20] by RCA Records[image: External link].



	No.
	Title
	Performer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Take Yo Panties Off"
	Snoop Dogg[image: External link] & Craig Robinson[image: External link]
	5:06



	2.
	"Step Into a World (Rapture's Delight)"
	KRS-One[image: External link]
	4:50



	3.
	" Tipsy[image: External link] (Club Mix)"
	J-Kwon[image: External link]
	4:05



	4.
	"A Joyful Process"
	Funkadelic[image: External link]
	6:17



	5.
	"Love in the Old Days"
	Daddy
	4:18



	6.
	"When the Shit Goes Down"
	Cypress Hill[image: External link]
	3:11



	7.
	"Watchu Want"
	Belief & Karniege
	2:57



	8.
	"Easy Fix"
	K.Flay[image: External link]
	3:36



	9.
	"Spirit in the Sky[image: External link]"
	Norman Greenbaum[image: External link]
	3:58



	10.
	"Everybody (Backstreet's Back)[image: External link]"
	Backstreet Boys[image: External link]
	3:45



	11.
	"Please Save My Soul"
	Church Friends Choir featuring Pamela Landrum
	2:07



	12.
	"I Will Always Love You[image: External link]"
	Whitney Houston[image: External link]
	4:33



	Total length:
	48:43





	Songs featured in the film, but not in the soundtrack




	"Gangnam Style[image: External link]" by Psy[image: External link]


	"Rapture" by Blondie[image: External link]


	"Hole in the Earth[image: External link]" by Deftones[image: External link]


	"Disco 2000[image: External link]" by Pulp[image: External link]


	"Spiteful Intervention" by Of Montreal[image: External link]


	"Paper Planes[image: External link]" by M.I.A.[image: External link]


	"End of the Beginning[image: External link]" and "War Pigs[image: External link]" by Black Sabbath[image: External link]


	"The Next Episode[image: External link]" by Dr. Dre[image: External link].
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 Score




The score by Henry Jackman[image: External link],[21] with additional material by Dominic Lewis and Matthew Margeson and conducted by Nick Glennie-Smith[image: External link], was not officially released on its own, not even as bonus tracks on the CD or digital releases on RCA's album. Despite that, a promotional album for the score does exist, according to Soundtrack.net.[22]




	No.
	Title
	Length



	1.
	"Rapture on Melrose"
	1:47



	2.
	"Hills on Fire/The Sinkhole"
	3:36



	3.
	"Foreboding News Report"
	0:22



	4.
	"Can't Sleep"
	0:43



	5.
	"Head Guy"
	0:30



	6.
	"The Sinkhole Remains"
	0:35



	7.
	"This Shit is Biblical"
	0:58



	8.
	"Boredom Montage"
	0:36



	9.
	"Emma Returns"
	0:15



	10.
	"Drawing Matches Part 1"
	0:42



	11.
	"Craig Gets the Water"
	1:37



	12.
	"Creepy Basement Memorabilia"
	0:25



	13.
	"The Devil Rapes Zac"
	1:17



	14.
	"Drawing Matches Part 2"
	1:05



	15.
	"Jay & Craig Go Outside"
	1:22



	16.
	"Something's Wrong with Jonah"
	0:37



	17.
	"Jonah is Possessed"
	0:35



	18.
	"Demonic Chase Sequence"
	4:01



	19.
	"Lights Out, Jay's Got a Plan"
	0:22



	20.
	"The Exorcism of Jonah Hill"
	0:37



	21.
	"Fire Chase"
	1:12



	22.
	"Craig's Last Stand"
	2:15



	23.
	"Franco's Demise"
	1:31



	24.
	"The Rapture of Seth & Jay"
	2:25



	Total length:
	29:30
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 Reception
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 Box office




This Is the End grossed $101.5 million in the United States and Canada and $24.6 million in other territories for a worldwide total of $126 million, against a production budget of $32 million.[2]

The film was released in North America on June 14, 2013, alongside Man of Steel[image: External link], and was projected to open to around $12 million from 3,055 theaters.[23] The film made $7.8 million on its first day and went on to debut to $20.7 million in its opening weekend (a five-day total of $33 million), finishing second at the box office behind Man of Steel ($116.6 million).[24] In its second weekend it grossed $13.3 million, dropping to 4th.[25]
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 Critical response




Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] gave the film an approval rating of 83% based on 212 reviews, with an average rating of 7.1/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "Energetic, self-deprecating performances and enough guffaw-inducing humor make up for the flaws in This Is the End's loosely written script."[26] On Metacritic[image: External link], the film has an average score of 67 out of 100, based on 41 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[27] On CinemaScore[image: External link], audiences gave the film an average grade of "B+" on an A+ to F scale.[28]

Owen Gleiberman[image: External link] of Entertainment Weekly gave the film a letter grade[image: External link] of "A", saying, "You could sit through a year's worth of Hollywood comedies and still not see anything that's genuinely knock-your-socks-off audacious. But This Is the End . . truly is. It's the wildest screen comedy in a long time and also the smartest, the most fearlessly inspired and the snort-out-loud funniest."[29] Brian D. Johnson of Maclean's[image: External link] wrote, "There could be worse ways to experience the apocalypse than with a party of stoned celebrities at James Franco's house. For one thing, his epic art collection can be used to board up the cracking walls against demons and zombies. That's the screwball[image: External link] scenario of This Is the End...The film unfolds as a profanely funny showbiz parody. But with perfect timing, it also sends up a genre that has recently gone viral at the multiplex: the apoca[image: External link]- blockbuster[image: External link]."[30] At the other end of the spectrum, Canada's The Globe and Mail[image: External link] compared the film to the interminable wait for a cancelled bus, giving it one and a half stars out of five. The critic referred to the actors in the film as "the lazy, the privileged and the mirthless".[31]
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 Home media




The film was released on DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray[image: External link] on October 1, 2013.[32] It was the last movie to be officially rented by Blockbuster Video[image: External link] before they went out of business at 11 p.m. on November 9, 2013.[33]
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 Possible sequel




When asked if a sequel to the film was probable, director and co-writer Evan Goldberg said, "If you ask me, I'd say there's a pretty good chance of a sequel. If you ask Seth Rogen, he'd say no." In June 2013, Goldberg announced ideas for a sequel in which the apocalypse occurs at the premiere of This Is the End. "Seth's a cokehead in this version, Michael Cera is a calm dude with a boyfriend, Rihanna and The Backstreet Boys are back," Goldberg said in an interview. "We have a lot of ideas: a heaven and hell, for example, and a garden of Eden version where Danny [McBride] is Adam."[34] Despite this, Goldberg has stated it would be difficult to re-create the casting conditions from the first film due to different schedules, believing them to be a stroke of luck, saying, "I honestly don't know if we could get the guys together [again]." In May 2014, Seth Rogen posted a status on Twitter saying, "I don't think we'll make a sequel to This Is the End, but if we did, it would be called No, THIS Is the End.[35]
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 Attraction




This Is The End was adapted into a 3D[image: External link] maze[image: External link] entitled This Is The End: 3D at Halloween Horror Nights[image: External link] at Universal Studios Hollywood[image: External link] in 2015. The maze served as the event's first comedy-horror based attraction.[36]
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 See also





	
It's a Disaster[image: External link] – a 2012 black comedy in which couples at a brunch realize that the world is ending

	
The World's End[image: External link] – another 2013 apocalyptic comedy film

	
Rapture-Palooza[image: External link] – another 2013 apocalypse-themed comedy which also featured Craig Robinson[image: External link]
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Noah (2014 film)






Noah is a 2014 American epic[image: External link] biblical[image: External link] drama film[image: External link] co-written and directed by Darren Aronofsky, written by Ari Handel[image: External link], and inspired by the story of Noah's Ark[image: External link] from the Book of Genesis[image: External link].[5] The film stars Russell Crowe[image: External link] as Noah[image: External link], along with Jennifer Connelly[image: External link], Emma Watson, Ray Winstone[image: External link], Logan Lerman, Douglas Booth[image: External link] and Anthony Hopkins. The film was released in North American theaters on March 28, 2014, in 2D and IMAX[image: External link], while several countries released a version of the film converted[image: External link] to 3D[image: External link] and IMAX 3D[image: External link].[6]

Noah received generally positive reviews from critics and grossed over $362 million worldwide, becoming Aronofsky's highest grossing film. It was praised for its direction and performances but generated controversy with some audiences.[7]



TOP
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 Plot




As a young boy, Noah[image: External link] witnesses his father, Lamech[image: External link], killed by a young Tubal-cain[image: External link]. Many years later, an adult Noah is living with his wife Naameh[image: External link] and their sons Shem[image: External link], Ham[image: External link], and Japheth[image: External link]. After seeing a flower grow instantly from the ground and being haunted by dreams of a great flood, Noah takes them to visit his grandfather Methuselah[image: External link].

They encounter a group of people recently killed and take in and adopt the lone survivor, a girl named Ila, as their daughter. Noah and his family are chased by the murderers and seek refuge with the fallen angels[image: External link] known as the "Watchers", confined on Earth as stone golems[image: External link] for helping humans banished from the Garden of Eden[image: External link]. Methuselah gives Noah a seed from Eden and tells Noah that he was chosen for a reason. Returning to his tent that night, Noah plants the seed in the ground. The Watchers arrive the next morning and debate whether they should help Noah until they see water spout from the spot where Noah planted the seed. Once a forest grows instantly, the Watchers agree to help Noah and his family build an ark[image: External link].

After birds fly to the ark, Tubal-cain arrives with his followers and confronts Noah. Noah defies Tubal-cain and remarks that there is no escape for the line of Cain. Tubal-cain retreats and decides to build weapons to defeat the Watchers and take the ark. As the ark nears completion, animals of various species enter the ark and are put to sleep with incense.

With Ila having become enamored of Shem, Noah goes to a nearby settlement to find wives for Ham and Japheth, but upon witnessing the settlers' exchanging their daughters for food, he abandons his effort and begins believing that the Creator wants all of humanity dead. Back at the ark, he tells his family that he will not seek wives for his younger sons. After the flood, they will be the last humans and there will be no new human generations.

Devastated that he will be alone his entire life, Ham runs into the forest. Naameh begs Noah to reconsider but, when he will not, she goes to Methuselah for help. Later, in the forest, Ila encounters Methuselah who cures her infertility. Meanwhile, Ham, searching for a wife on his own, befriends the refugee Na'el.

After it starts raining, Tubal-cain becomes angry that he was not chosen to be saved and incites his followers to make a run for the ark. Noah finds Ham in the forest and forces Ham to save himself, but leaves Na'el to die when she is caught in an animal trap one of the sinners set. Noah's family enter the ark except for Methuselah, who remains in the forest and is swept away by the rushing waters just after he has found berries to eat. The Watchers hold off Tubal-cain and his followers as long as possible, sacrificing themselves to protect the ark from the mob before ascending to heaven. As the flood drowns the remaining humans, an injured Tubal-cain climbs onto the ark and solicits Ham, playing on anger toward Noah for allowing Na'el to die.

Ila discovers that she is pregnant as the rains stop and begs the Creator to let the child live. Noah interprets the ending of the rain to mean he must ensure the extinction of humans and, against his wife's protests, resolves that, if the child is a girl, he will kill her. Months pass, and Ila and Shem build a raft to escape Noah's resolve, but Noah discovers and burns it. Ila then starts feeling labor pains and gives birth to twin girls. In the meantime Ham has called Noah telling him the beasts are awake and eating each other. Tubal-cain emerges and attempts to hit Noah. Noah and Tubal-cain engage in combat. Shem promises Ila that Noah will not harm their daughters and goes to stop him. He attacks Noah as Tubal-cain falls to the ground only to be knocked out. Tubal-cain eventually forces Noah to the edge of the raft, but Ham kills him with a dagger before he can shove Noah in the ocean. Noah picks himself up and immediately goes to find Ila and the babies. He is confronted by his wife who lies and tells him it was a boy but he does not believe her. He goes to find Ila on top of the ark, she cries and tells him to wait to kill them until she can calm them down as she doesn't want them to die crying. Noah prepares to stab Ila's twins, but he spares them upon looking at his granddaughters and only feeling love.

Upon exiting the ark on the new land, a shameful Noah goes into isolation in a nearby cave, making wine in which to drown his sorrows. Ham expresses disappointment for his father's current state of unseemly drunkenness and nakedness before leaving his kin to live alone. Having reconciled at the behest of Ila, Noah blesses the family as the beginning of a new human race and all witness an immense rainbow.
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 Cast





	
Russell Crowe[image: External link] as Noah[image: External link][8]

	
Dakota Goyo[image: External link] as a young Noah[9]






	
Jennifer Connelly[image: External link] as Naameh[image: External link], Noah's wife, and the only descendant of Cain[image: External link] who was righteous[10]


	
Emma Watson as Ila, Noah's adopted daughter and daughter-in-law and Shem's wife[image: External link]


	
Ray Winstone[image: External link] as Tubal-cain[image: External link], Noah's nemesis and descendant of Cain[11][12][13]

	
Finn Wittrock[image: External link] as a young Tubal-cain[14]






	
Logan Lerman as Ham[image: External link], Noah's son[15]


	
Douglas Booth[image: External link] as Shem[image: External link], Noah's son[15]


	
Anthony Hopkins as Methuselah[image: External link], Noah's grandfather[16]


	Leo McHugh Carroll as Japheth[image: External link], Noah's son

	
Marton Csokas[image: External link] as Lamech[image: External link], Noah's father[17][18]


	
Madison Davenport[image: External link] as Na'el, Ham's love interest, possibly innocent[19]
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 Voices





	
Frank Langella[image: External link] as the voice of Og[image: External link], a Watcher[image: External link] who helps Noah[20]


	
Nick Nolte[image: External link] as the voice of Samyaza[image: External link], leader of the Watchers[21]


	
Mark Margolis[image: External link] as the voice of Magog, a Watcher[21]


	
Kevin Durand[image: External link] as the voice of Rameel[image: External link], a Watcher
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 Development




Aronofsky first became interested in the story of Noah in the seventh grade. As part of a creative writing assignment, he submitted a poem about Noah entitled "The Dove".[22] Years later, after finishing the movie Pi[image: External link], Aronofsky was searching for ideas for his next movie and thought that a movie about Noah would be a good idea.[22] Work on the script began in 2000 but Aronofsky put the project on hold when he learned Hallmark[image: External link] was already working on a similar movie[image: External link]. Work on the draft resumed sometime later with a first draft being completed in 2003.[22]

In adapting the story for a feature film Aronofsky struggled with how to adapt it to feature length—the story in the Bible is only four chapters and doesn't include names for his wife or his sons' wives.[22] The text does mention Noah getting drunk after the flood and getting into an altercation with one of his sons, which provided Aronofsky and his team with ideas into what events could have taken place on the ark.[22]

Aronofsky first discussed Noah with The Guardian[image: External link] in April 2007, explaining that he saw Noah as "a dark, complicated character" who experiences "real survivor's guilt[image: External link]" after the flood. Aronofsky was working on early drafts of the script for Noah around the time his first attempt to make The Fountain[image: External link] fell through when actor Brad Pitt left the project.[23]

Ari Handel—Aronofsky's collaborator on The Fountain, The Wrestler[image: External link], and Black Swan[image: External link]—helped Aronofsky develop the script. Before they found financial backing for Noah, they collaborated with Canadian artist Niko Henrichon[image: External link] to adapt the script into a graphic novel[image: External link]. The first volume of the graphic novel was released in the French language by Belgian publisher Le Lombard[image: External link] in October 2011 under the title Noé: Pour la cruauté des hommes (Noah: For the Cruelty of Men).[24] After the creation of the graphic novel, Aronofsky struck a deal with Paramount and New Regency to produce a feature film of Noah with a budget of $130 million.[25][26] Screenwriter John Logan[image: External link] was asked to re-draft the script alongside Aronofsky but is not credited for his contributions.[27]

In October 2012, Emma Watson commented on the setting of the film: "I think what Darren's going for is a sense that it could be set in any time. It could be set sort of like a thousand years in the future or a thousand years in the past. ... You shouldn't be able to place it too much."[28]
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 Casting




Aronofsky had previously offered the role of Noah to Christian Bale[image: External link] and Michael Fassbender[image: External link], both of whom were unable to take the part due to previous commitments. Bale went on to star as Moses[image: External link] in Ridley Scott's religious epic film Exodus: Gods and Kings[image: External link].[29]

Dakota Fanning[image: External link] was originally cast in the role of Ila, but departed due to a scheduling conflict.[30]

Julianne Moore[image: External link] was also considered for the role of Naameh.[30]

Liam Neeson[image: External link], Liev Schreiber[image: External link], and Val Kilmer[image: External link] were also considered for the part of Tubal-cain. Aronofsky reportedly wanted an actor "with the grit and size to be convincing as he goes head-to-head against Crowe's Noah character".[11]
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 Filming




Principal photography began in July 2012 in Dyrhólaey[image: External link], Fossvogur[image: External link], Reynisfjara[image: External link], and other locations in southern Iceland.[31][32]

Filming also took place in New York[image: External link] state. A set representing Noah's Ark[image: External link] was built at the Planting Fields Arboretum[image: External link] in Upper Brookville, New York[image: External link].[33] In September 2012, while on break from a location on Long Island[image: External link], Russell Crowe[image: External link] and a friend, both of whom had been kayaking[image: External link] for several hours, were rescued by the Coast Guard[image: External link] near Cold Spring Harbor[image: External link].[34] Production was put on hold while Hurricane Sandy[image: External link] subjected New York to heavy rain and flooding during late October 2012.[35]
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 Post-production




Post-production[image: External link] lasted over 14 months, with Aronofsky attempting some of the most complicated and extensive effects ever used in film. Industrial Light and Magic[image: External link] (ILM) said their work on the film represented "the most complicated rendering in the company's history."[36]

To make the fallen angels' movements realistic, VFX[image: External link] supervisor Ben Snow and Aronofsky studied footage of real ballet dancers from the director’s Oscar-winning drama Black Swan[image: External link].[37] Snow and ILM also teamed for the movie's water scenes. "We created this great effect of geysers[image: External link] from the ground shooting water that meets rain falling to Earth," said Snow. "That’s the thrill: to create something you’ve never done, or something people have never seen."[37]

Regarding the film's extensive use of visual effects, Aronofsky said he and his crew "had to create an entire animal kingdom"[36] using no real animals in the production but instead "slightly tweaked" versions of real creatures.[38] Besides the fictional land-based animals in the film, ILM was also responsible for creating the Watchers, the forest that sprouted from the seed, the deluge sequence during the battle between the Watchers and Tubal-cain and his army, and the two-minute-long sequence of the history of Earth's creation.[39]
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 Music




The musical score[image: External link] for Noah was composed by Clint Mansell[image: External link], who scored the music for all of Aronofsky's previous feature films, and is performed by Kronos Quartet[image: External link].[40] A soundtrack album was released by Nonesuch Records[image: External link] on March 26, 2014.[41]

The score also features an original song by Patti Smith[image: External link], which is a lullaby sung by both Russell Crowe and Emma Watson's characters during the film. Smith performs the song herself over the end credits.[41]
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 Themes




The president of the National Religious Broadcasters[image: External link] stated that the Noah film includes "major biblical themes" including "sin, judgment, righteousness, and God as Creator."[42] In addition, the film promotes the concept of evolutionary creation[image: External link].[42][43] Ari Handel, the scriptwriter for the Noah film stated that


The story of Noah starts with this concept of strong justice, that the wickedness of man will soon be met with justice, and it ends when the rainbow comes and it says, even though the heart of man is filled with wickedness, I will never again destroy the world... So it ends with this idea of mercy. God somehow goes from this idea of judging the wickedness to mercy and grace. So we decided that was a powerful and emotional arc to go through, and we decided to give that arc to Noah.[44]



Commenting on God's mercy, Wesley Hill in First Things[image: External link] notes that "near the end of the film, Emma Watson’s character, Ila...says to Noah that perhaps God preserved him because God knew that he had a merciful heart", "the film ends up locating the rationale for God’s mercy in some native spark of goodness in Noah that will, viewers hope, make the new, post-flood world more livable than the antediluvian one."[45]
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 Test screenings




During mid-2013, Aronofsky and Paramount began sparring over final cut, with Paramount seeking to test unfinished, unscored, and alternate cuts of the film despite Aronofsky's objections.[46] Paramount proceeded with the test-screenings nonetheless, prompting "Worrisome" responses from largely religious audiences at test screenings in October 2013.[47] "They tried what they wanted to try, and eventually they came back. My version of the film hasn't been tested... It's what we wrote and what was green-lighted." After much discussion and compromise, the studio announced on February 12 that Darren Aronofsky's version, not any of the studio's alternate versions, would be the final cut of Noah.[47]

Under pressure from Christian religious groups, Paramount Pictures added a disclaimer to marketing materials in February 2014, saying:


"The film is inspired by the story of Noah. While artistic license has been taken, we believe that this film is true to the essence, values and integrity of a story that is a cornerstone of faith for millions of people worldwide. The biblical story of Noah can be found in the book of Genesis."[48]
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 Reception
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 Release and box office




Noah had its world premiere in Mexico City on March 10, 2014.[49] In North America, the film grossed a little over $43.7 million during its opening box office weekend, becoming Aronofsky's highest opening weekend and his first film to open at No. 1.[50] The opening weekend was also the biggest ever for Russell Crowe as a lead actor.[51]

Overseas, the film's releases in Russia and Brazil were the largest-ever for a non-sequel, and were the fourth-biggest openings of all time with $17.2 million and $9.8 million, respectively. The opening in Russia was the largest-ever for a Paramount film.[52] In South Korea, the film grossed $1.1 million on its opening day, the highest in 2014 for the territory.[53]

Noah grossed $101,200,044 in North America and $261,437,429 in other countries, making a worldwide gross of $362,637,473.[54] The film was declared "an unmitigated hit... by almost every measure."[55]
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 Tie-in events




In connection with the release of the film in North America, Aronofsky commissioned artists to create original works inspired by the Biblical story of Noah, stating that "The Noah story belongs to all of us - every religion, every culture, every citizen of planet Earth." The collection, titled Fountains of the Deep: Visions of Noah and Flood was open to the public for the month of March 2014 in the Soho district of New York City. Contributing artists included Ugo Rondinone[image: External link], Karen Kilimnik[image: External link], Mike Nelson[image: External link], Nan Goldin[image: External link], Jim Lee[image: External link], Robert Liefeld[image: External link], Jim Woodring[image: External link], Simon Bisley[image: External link], graffiti duo FAILE[image: External link] and James Jean[image: External link].[56]

On the eve of the film's release in Reykjavik, Iceland, Aronofsky teamed up with Björk[image: External link] to host an environmental benefit concert in response to proposed anti-conservationist policy changes by the Icelandic government, with guest performances by Björk, Patti Smith, Lykke Li[image: External link], Russell Crowe, and Of Monsters and Men[image: External link].[57]
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 Critical reception




The review aggregator[image: External link] website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reported a 76% approval rating with an average rating of 6.7/10 based on 224 reviews. The website's consensus reads, "With sweeping visuals grounded by strong performances in service of a timeless tale told on a human scale, Darren Aronofsky's Noah brings the Bible epic into the 21st century."[58] On Metacritic[image: External link], the film has a score of 68 out of 100, based on 46 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[59]

Movieline's Pete Hammond said that "It stays with you long after you leave the theatre. This 'Noah' is unlike any other film of its kind—an intimate and stirring new take on a biblical story we only thought we knew."[60][unreliable source?[image: External link]] Peter Travers[image: External link] of Rolling Stone[image: External link] said of the film: "a film of grit, grace, and visual wonders that for all its tech-head modernity is built on a spiritual core... In this flawed, fiercely relevant film, wonders never cease."[61] Time's Richard Corliss[image: External link] said, "Darren Aronofsky brings out wild ambition and thrilling artistry to one of the Old Testament's best-known, most dramatic, least plausible stories- Noah and the Ark- with Russell Crowe infusing the role of God's first seaman and zookeeper with all his surly majesty."[62]

Kathleen Parker[image: External link], writing in The Washington Post, called the movie "Noah's Arc of Triumph" and said of the film: "If you like Braveheart[image: External link], Gladiator[image: External link], Star Wars[image: External link], The Lord of The Rings[image: External link], Indiana Jones[image: External link], or Titanic[image: External link], you will like Noah. If you like two or more of the above, you will love Noah."[63]

Richard Roeper[image: External link] called it "One of the most dazzling and unforgettable Biblical epics ever put on film."[64]

The movie also had its detractors. IndieWire[image: External link] claimed "Aronofsky's worst movie is an epic misfire that, like the source material, offers plenty of lessons even if you don't buy the whole package."[65] The Wrap[image: External link] called the film "Darren Aronofsky's Biblical Waterworld[image: External link]".[66] The New Yorker[image: External link]'s David Denby[image: External link] wrote: "Darren Aronofsky's 'Noah'- an epic farrago of tumultuous water, digital battle, and environmentalist rage... is the craziest big movie in years. 'Noah' may not make much sense, but only an artist could have made it."[67]
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 Racial issues




The film was challenged for its lack of non-white characters. Reverend Wil Gafney, associate professor of Hebrew and Old Testament at the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia[image: External link], sees the film as a throwback to the Hollywood era of all white casts and considers it worrisome in today's more multi-ethnic America. She goes on to state that "The Bible is the most multicultural piece of literature that most people will ever read. So a film about the Bible should reflect that diversity."[68]

Efrem Smith[image: External link], of Los Angeles-based World Impact, critiques the film as a throwback to the 1956 classic The Ten Commandments[image: External link], where an all-white cast played Moses and Pharaoh. Smith states that Noah deals with the curse of Ham[image: External link] by "simply erasing people of color from the story."[68]

Anthea Butler, an associate professor of religious studies at the University of Pennsylvania[image: External link], said the casting choices send a worrying message: "It's a world where only white people get saved... this doesn't look like the world that God created."[69][70]

However, "fittingly for a Biblical story", two of the characters are played by Jewish actors (Jennifer Connelly[image: External link] and Logan Lerman).[71] Co-writer Ari Handel addressed the issues around race in an interview, where he stated, "From the beginning, we were concerned about casting, the issue of race. What we realized is that this story is functioning at the level of myth, and as a mythical story, the race of the individuals doesn't matter."[72][73]
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 Christian and Jewish response




Justin Welby[image: External link], Archbishop of Canterbury[image: External link] and leader of the worldwide Anglican Communion[image: External link], called the Noah film "interesting and thought-provoking" after the film's lead star, Russell Crowe travelled to Lambeth Palace[image: External link] in order to discuss with him "faith and spirituality" after the movie's British premiere.[74][75] In addition, several Christian organizations have expressed support for the Noah film, "including Leaders from organizations like the American Bible Society[image: External link], National Catholic Register[image: External link], The King's College[image: External link], Q Ideas, Hollywood Prayer Network, and Focus on the Family[image: External link]."[76] Focus on the Family president Jim Daly stated that: "[Noah] is a creative interpretation of the scriptural account that allows us to imagine the deep struggles Noah may have wrestled with as he answered God’s call on his life. This cinematic vision of Noah’s story gives Christians a great opportunity to engage our culture with the biblical Noah, and to have conversations with friends and family about matters of eternal significance."[77] Cultural commenter Fr. Robert Barron[image: External link] praised the film for its inclusion of "God, creation, providence, sin, obedience, salvation: not bad for a major Hollywood movie!"[78]

Rabbi Shmuley Boteach[image: External link], an orthodox Jewish[image: External link] rabbi[image: External link] leader, hailed Noah as "a valuable film, especially for our times."[79] In order to create "a story that tries to explicate Noah's relationship with God and God's relationship with the world as it has become", director of the film Darren Aronofsky himself stated that he was working in "the tradition of Jewish Midrash[image: External link]".[80]

Noah has also been the subject of controversy with Christians who take issue with how the story has been portrayed. Ken Ham[image: External link] and Ray Comfort[image: External link], both young earth creationists[image: External link], objected to the film, with the latter apologist[image: External link] creating his own documentary, Noah and the Last Days as a response.[81][82][83] The director angered many in the religious community by stating that his version of “Noah” was the “least-biblical biblical film ever made.”[84][85] Despite references to "The Creator", some still disliked the movie because God is not mentioned by name. Jerry Johnson, president of the National Religious Broadcasters[image: External link], did not like the director’s description of Noah as the “first environmentalist”. Johnson called the film’s “insertion of the extremist environmental agenda” a major concern.[84]

Producer Scott Franklin told Entertainment Weekly, "Noah is a very short section of the Bible with a lot of gaps, so we definitely had to take some creative expression in it. But I think we stayed very true to the story and didn't really deviate from the Bible, despite the six-armed angels."[86] Kevin Hall, Ph.D., professor of biblical and theological studies and the Ida Elizabeth and J.W. Hollums chair of Bible at Oklahoma Baptist University observed that "the story in Genesis is extremely concise, so some creativity with the tale — especially by Hollywood — is hardly a surprise."[48]
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 Muslim response and censorship




See also: Noah in Islam[image: External link]


The film was banned in Bahrain[image: External link], Kuwait[image: External link], Qatar[image: External link], Saudi Arabia[image: External link], United Arab Emirates[image: External link], Malaysia[image: External link], and Indonesia[image: External link] prior to its release because it is seen by the governments of those countries as contradicting the teachings of Islam[image: External link]. A representative of Paramount Pictures stated, "Censors for Qatar, Bahrain and the UAE officially confirmed this week that the film will not release in their countries."[87] The film was also disapproved by the Al-Azhar University[image: External link] in Egypt since it violates Islamic law and could "provoke the feelings of believers".[88] Mohammad Zareef from Pakistan[image: External link]'s Central Board of Film Censors[image: External link] said they tended to steer clear of films with a religious theme, adding, "We haven't seen it yet, but I don't think it can go to the cinemas in Pakistan." However, the DVD[image: External link] release will be available in Pakistan.[89] In many Islamic juristic schools[image: External link], the portrayal of prophets such as Noah is forbidden.[90]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Home media




Noah was released on Blu-ray Disc[image: External link] and DVD on July 29, 2014.[91] In August 2014 a 3D Blu-ray edition was also released in Italy and Germany.[92]
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	List of films based on the Bible[image: External link]
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Belle (Disney)






This article is about the character. For the song, see Belle (Disney song)[image: External link]. For other uses, see Belle (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Belle is a fictional character who appears in Walt Disney Pictures[image: External link]' 30th animated feature film Beauty and the Beast (1991). Originally voiced by American actress and singer Paige O'Hara[image: External link], Belle is the non-conforming daughter of an inventor. Belle yearns to abandon her predictable village life in return for adventure. When her father Maurice[image: External link] is imprisoned by a cold-hearted beast, Belle offers him her own freedom in exchange for her father's, and eventually learns to love the Beast despite his unsightly outward appearance.

Walt Disney Studios chairman Jeffrey Katzenberg[image: External link] commissioned Beauty and the Beast as an animated musical with a strong heroine and hired first-time screenwriter Linda Woolverton[image: External link] to write it. Basing her on the heroine of Jeanne-Marie Leprince de Beaumont[image: External link]'s fairy tale "Beauty and the Beast[image: External link]", Woolverton adapted Belle into a stronger and less passive character for the film. Inspired by the women's rights movement[image: External link], Woolverton wanted Belle to be a unique Disney heroine different from The Little Mermaid[image: External link]'s popular Ariel[image: External link], and thus deliberately conceived the character as a feminist in an effort to avoid the criticism Disney had long been receiving due to the studio's reputation of depicting its female characters as victims.

Belle's strength and love of reading was inspired by American actress Katharine Hepburn[image: External link]'s performance as Jo March[image: External link] in the film Little Women[image: External link] (1933), while the writers instilled the adventure-seeking heroine with goals and aspirations beyond romance. However, the story artists and animators often disagreed with Woolverton's liberated vision for the character. Animated by James Baxter[image: External link] and Mark Henn[image: External link], the former of whom based the character's graceful gait on those of impressionist Edgar Degas[image: External link]' ballerinas, Belle's European facial features were inspired by those of British actresses Vivien Leigh[image: External link] and Audrey Hepburn[image: External link]. Several additional Hollywood actresses inspired Belle's appearance, including Natalie Wood[image: External link], Elizabeth Taylor, and Grace Kelly[image: External link].

Belle has garnered widespread acclaim from film critics who appreciated the character's bravery, intelligence and independence. Reception towards her feminism, however, has been more mixed, with commentators accusing the character's actions of being romance-oriented. The fifth Disney Princess[image: External link], Belle is often ranked among the franchise's best. Highly regarded as one of Disney's strongest examples of a feminist character, critics agree that Belle helped spearhead a generation of independent film heroines while changing the reputation of a Disney princess. Also one of Disney's most iconic characters, Belle was the only animated heroine nominated for the American Film Institute[image: External link]'s greatest heroes in film ranking[image: External link]. The character also appears in the film's several sequels and spin-offs[image: External link], as well as her own live-action television series[image: External link]. American actress Susan Egan[image: External link] originated the role of Belle in the Broadway musical adaptation of the film[image: External link], for which she was nominated for a Tony Award for Best Actress in a Musical[image: External link]. Emma Watson plays a live-action version of the character in a 2017 live action adaptation[image: External link] of the original 1991 film.
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After the success of Walt Disney Productions[image: External link]' first feature-length animated film Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs[image: External link] (1937), filmmaker Walt Disney[image: External link] himself made several attempts to adapt the fairy tale "Beauty and the Beast[image: External link]" by Jeanne-Marie Leprince de Beaumont[image: External link] into one of the studio's earliest animated feature films during the 1930s and 1950s.[1] However, the project was continuously abandoned due to the fairy tale's "static" plot and main characters.[2] The filmmaker was also concerned about the "unnecessary intensity" required to depict Belle imprisoned.[3] Inspired by the unprecedented success of The Little Mermaid[image: External link] (1989), Walt Disney Studios chairman Jeffrey Katzenberg[image: External link] green-lit[image: External link] another attempt at adapting "Beauty and the Beast" under the direction of Richard Purdum.[3] However, Katzenberg did not approve of Purdum's dark, somber version of the fairy tale,[4][5] and ultimately ordered that it be restarted from scratch in favor of creating a Broadway-style[image: External link] musical film[image: External link] starring a strong heroine[image: External link], similar to The Little Mermaid.[6] Opting instead for a " feminist[image: External link] twist" on the story,[7] Katzenberg hired television writer Linda Woolverton[image: External link], who had never written an animated film before,[5] to write the film's screenplay[image: External link].[8]

Before Beauty and the Beast, Disney's tradition of depicting female characters as victims had already long been established.[9] The fact that Belle was hardly depicted as a feminist in earlier versions of the film became a point of contention among the filmmakers.[10] Despite the fact that Disney wanted Beauty and the Beast to resemble an old-fashioned film, the filmmakers envisioned Belle as "a woman that was ahead of her time".[11] As the first woman in the history of Disney to write a feature-length animated film,[12] Woolverton decided to explore Belle as an opportunity to create a female character who would ultimately be better received than Disney's previous animated heroines, specifically Ariel[image: External link] from The Little Mermaid.[7][13][14] Woolverton was aware that the task would be particularly challenging due to the previous character's popularity,[14] but fought relentlessly to make sure that she was creating "a new kind of Disney heroine."[15] Inspired by the women's rights movement[image: External link] Woolverton herself had experienced during the 1960s and 1970s,[9] the screenwriter was determined to avoid creating another "insipid" Disney princess and decided to conceive Belle as a headstrong feminist.[14] Woolverton strongly believed that contemporary audiences would not identify with Belle unless she was updated appropriately,[9] and thus evolved the character into "a woman of the '90s".[16] The screenwriter refused to watch Jean Cocteau[image: External link]'s 1946 film adaptation of the fairy tale[image: External link] and chose to base Belle on American actress Katharine Hepburn[image: External link]'s portrayal of Jo March[image: External link] in the 1933 film adaptation[image: External link] of Louisa May Alcott[image: External link]'s book Little Women[image: External link] instead,[12][17] who she felt was "a real depiction of womanhood."[18] Similarly, story artist Brenda Chapman[image: External link] drew influence from Hepburn's on-screen bickering with actor Spencer Tracy[image: External link] during the scene in which Belle tends to the Beast's wounds.[19]

Animator Mark Henn[image: External link] observed that, unlike Ariel, Belle does not "fall in love at first sight"; instead "there's an actual relationship you see grow".[20] In the original fairy tale, Belle has two selfish sisters who both have their own respective love interests, all of whom Woolverton omitted from the screenplay in favor of focusing solely on Belle's relationship with Gaston.[21] At one point, Belle had a younger sister named Clarice and a cruel aunt named Marguerite,[22] both of whom were discarded[23] – Clarice to emphasize Belle's loneliness,[24] and Marguerite to be replaced by Gaston as the film's villain.[22] Woolverton also eliminated the subplot[image: External link] of Belle asking her father for a rose.[9] Despite constant "regressive" re-writes,[15] Woolverton's overall vision for Belle generally remained intact.[9] Beauty and the Beast's story department was predominantly male, a time during which few women were involved.[25] Woolverton often found herself at odds and disagreeing with the more traditional story artists in regards to Belle's role in the film,[26][27] but continued to be supported by Katzenberg and lyricist Howard Ashman[image: External link].[27]

According to Woolverton, the story team challenged nearly every line of dialogue Woolverton suggested for the character.[28] On one occasion, the story artists re-wrote what Woolverton had originally scripted as Belle using a map to indicate places to where she would like to travel to the character baking a cake.[12][29] Arguing that the liberated Belle would not even know how to bake,[26] Woolverton decided to compromise by having the character read a book instead,[15] which was similarly debated because some filmmakers considered reading to be too passive an activity.[12] To resolve this, Woolverton scripted Belle walk while reading, an activity in which Woolverton herself partook as a child.[12] In Beaumont's fairy tale, Belle is essentially forced to replace her father as the Beast[image: External link]'s prisoner.[30] To make the character more independent, Woolverton re-wrote her so that she willingly ventures into the woods in search of her father, bravely confronts the Beast and ultimately trades her own freedom in return for Maurice's instead.[13] During Gaston's climactic[image: External link] fight with the Beast, the character's line "Time to die!" was changed to "Belle is mine!" in order to return the focus of the story to Belle.[31]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Voice




Disney had originally considered casting actress Jodi Benson[image: External link], who famously voiced Ariel in The Little Mermaid, as Belle, but ultimately felt that she sounded "too American" and young,[32][33] opting for a "more classical ... womanly" voice instead.[34] Describing the character as "a woman that was ahead of her time," the filmmakers wanted Belle to sound "more like a woman than a girl."[11] Director Kirk Wise[image: External link] was particularly interested in casting an actress capable of "creat[ing] a character completely with her voice",[35] envisioning a voice similar to that of American entertainer Judy Garland[image: External link].[32] American actress and singer Paige O'Hara[image: External link] was performing on Broadway when she first read about Disney's then-upcoming animated project Beauty and the Beast in an article in The New York Times.[36] Upon discovering that the studio was holding auditions for the lead role of Belle and, at the behest of lyricist Howard Ashman and composer Alan Menken,[37] specifically recruiting Broadway performers, O'Hara immediately insisted that her agent get her an audition.[36] Familiar with O'Hara's Broadway stint as Ellie May Chipley in the musical Show Boat[image: External link];[38] Ashman had already been eyeing O'Hara for the part.[39] O'Hara auditioned for the role five times,[37] competing against approximately 500 other actresses.[40] First auditioning solely for casting director Albert Taveres,[34] O'Hara's next two auditions simply required the actress to mail audio recordings of her voice to the studio in Los Angeles.[37] Required to perform a song of her choice, O'Hara sang "Heaven Help My Heart" from the musical Chess[image: External link].[41] At her first legitimate audition, O'Hara spoke and sang in a higher register than her own in an effort to mimic Snow White[image: External link] from Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, but the filmmakers insisted that she use her own voice instead.[11] In addition to Ashman and Menken, O'Hara's last few auditions were attended by directors Wise and Gary Trousdale[image: External link], and producers Katzenberg and Don Hahn[image: External link].[37][41] O'Hara recalled that the songwriters would first close their eyes and listen to her before finally watching her perform.[34] An hour after her fifth and final audition,[41] O'Hara received a telephone call from Disney on her birthday informing her that she had been cast.[42] The actress was fairly confident that the role was hers before she was officially cast,[11] and credits the fact that Ashman enjoyed her performance on the cast recording[image: External link] of the musical Show Boat.[43][44] O'Hara admitted, "I'm not usually confident about auditions ... but I just understood (Belle) so much."[38]

30 years-old at the time of her audition, O'Hara consequently imbued Belle's voice with a mature, "womanly quality" despite the character's young age.[11][33] Woolverton appreciated the fact that O'Hara sounded more mature than traditional Disney heroines.[38][45] Additionally, O'Hara identified with her character because they were both ostracized by their peers throughout their childhood because of their unconventional interests,[38] explaining, "I was odd growing up myself. I mean, I was into musical theater and Gershwin[image: External link] and Rodgers and Hammerstein[image: External link] while people were going to Led Zeppelin[image: External link] concerts. So I understood that ... I wasn't the norm either. I was very focused on my career, on my performing all through my childhood and my teens ... I had a one-track mind, and I think that Belle was like that a lot."[11] O'Hara also shares Belle's interest in reading.[35] Wise was pleased with the quality of O'Hara's voice, which reminded him of Garland.[35][41] O'Hara initially found it challenging to control her speaking volume due to having been trained to project as a stage actress. O'Hara told The Guardian[image: External link] that to solve this she "softened and used the microphone." As per the filmmakers' encouragement,[39] the actress would occasionally ad-lib[image: External link] her own dialogue, none was included in the final film because it sounded "too modern".[46] The animators would videotape O'Hara daily while she recorded to incorporate her "quirky" mannerisms, expressions and gestures into the character, among them her hair constantly falling into her eyes.[34] O'Hara and American actor Robby Benson[image: External link], who provides the voice of the Beast, asked Disney to allow the co-stars to record together as opposed to the traditional method of being isolated in a recording booth, to which the studio agreed despite its costliness.[47] O'Hara credited the filmmaker's decision with developing both the film and Belle and the Beast's relationship.[11] O'Hara and Benson became the first Disney voice actors to record together.[43] In total, the recording process took over two years to complete.[38] O'Hara had already been friends with co-star Richard White, who voices Gaston, for 15 years.[39] Despite her successful stage career, O'Hara was virtually unknown to Hollywood[image: External link] audiences when she was cast in Beauty and the Beast; she was one of the last obscure actresses to be cast in a feature-length Disney animated film before the studio began casting better known talent in subsequent animated projects.[37]

Since the November 1991 release of Beauty and the Beast, O'Hara has returned to The Walt Disney Company[image: External link] on several occasions to voice Belle in a variety of media and merchandise, including its direct-to-video[image: External link] sequels Beauty and the Beast: The Enchanted Christmas[image: External link] (1997), Belle's Magical World[image: External link] (1998) and Belle's Tales of Friendship[image: External link] (1999), as well as various video game releases such as the Kingdom Hearts[image: External link] series and several audio and video recordings associated with the Disney Princess[image: External link] franchise.[32] Additionally, O'Hara was hired by Disney to perform the song " Belle[image: External link]" at the 64th[image: External link] Academy Awards[image: External link] in 1992.[48] O'Hara has referred to the studio as her "main employer for 20 years".[49] In 2011,[50] O'Hara was officially replaced by actress Julie Nathanson[image: External link], who first voiced Belle in the video game Kinect Disneyland Adventures[image: External link] (2011).[51][52][53] O'Hara revealed to the Las Vegas Review-Journal[image: External link] that news of the replacement greatly upset her to the point of which she was willing to re-record much of Belle's dialogue in an attempt to prove to the company that she is still capable of voicing the character. However, O'Hara eventually admitted that she found the process quite difficult as a result of the way in which her voice has changed over the course of 20 years.[49]
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According to producer Don Hahn[image: External link], Beaumont's Belle is an "incredibly passive" character, the personality of whom he likened to those of Sleeping Beauty[image: External link] and Cinderella[image: External link], as well as American actress and animal rights activist Doris Day[image: External link], describing them as women who are "capable, but filling a role that women might fill in the 1950s and 1960s.”[54] The filmmakers painstakingly reworked Belle into a more three-dimensional character by providing her with goals and aspirations beyond romance and marriage,[54] while expanding her passive role into that of a more inquisitive heroine.[55] Determined to have Belle resemble "an unusual Disney heroine," Woolverton deliberately molded her into an independent character who is not a princess, enjoys books and has little interest in marriage,[6] and worked closely with Ashman to create a proactive heroine "who was a thinker and a reader and she wasn’t about what she looked like and she wasn’t a victim."[27] Although Belle being well-read is mentioned in the original fairy tale, it is hardly important to its plot.[18] Thus, Belle's passion for reading was vastly expanded upon, borrowing from both the Little Woman character Jo March and Woolverton's own love of reading to further demonstrate the character's intelligence and open mind.[13] Both Woolverton and O'Hara encouraged the filmmakers to emphasize the intelligent and book-loving aspects of Belle's personality.[34] However, at times the animators struggled to fulfill Woolverton's vision.[56] Originally, Belle was depicted constantly crying throughout her imprisonment; Woolverton resented this, arguing that the character was much more likely to be either searching for an escape or simply "be intrigued that she was living in an enchanted castle" than crying.[26] "Once everybody realized she wasn’t going to be this typical Disney female, they would go to the extreme ... She became bitchy[image: External link]"; the screenwriter argued that Belle would be "too smart" to act this way.[56] A few years older than The Little Mermaid's Ariel, Belles' love of reading makes the character more worldly and mature than her predecessor.[57] Belle is believed by Henn to be "probably" the oldest of Disney's princesses,[58] at 20 years of age.[59]
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Beauty and the Beast became the first animated film to fully credit each animator responsible for animating a specific character during the film's closing credits.[60] Belle's supervising animators were James Baxter[image: External link] and Mark Henn[image: External link].[61] Belle was Henn's second Disney heroine, after he had previously contributed to animating Ariel.[62] Henn was specifically assigned certain scenes to animate from the studio's Florida division,[63] namely the character exploring the West Wing, the scene in which Belle tends to the Beast's wounds, and the "Something There[image: External link]" musical sequence.[64] Having since animated Jasmine[image: External link] in Aladdin[image: External link] (1992), Mulan[image: External link] in Mulan[image: External link] (1998) and Tiana[image: External link] in The Princess and the Frog[image: External link] (2009), Henn has established himself "as the go-to man behind many Disney princesses."[65]

To demonstrate that the character is not perfect,[66] Woolverton described "a little wisp of hair that keeps falling in her face," which was the only direction she used to describe Belle's physical appearance.[26] Wanting Belle to be significantly different and more European in appearance than Ariel, the animators drew her with fuller lips, narrower eyes and darker eyebrows,[57] which were inspired by the facial features of British actresses Vivien Leigh[image: External link] and Audrey Hepburn[image: External link]. More statuesque than most Disney princesses, Belle's appearance was inspired by that of American actress Jennie Garth[image: External link].[59] The animators also used photographs of Hollywood actresses Natalie Wood[image: External link], Elizabeth Taylor and Grace Kelly[image: External link] for reference.[38][48] Baxter studied the art of French impressionist Edgar Degas[image: External link], a painter known for his portraits of ballerinas,[67] whose work inspired the animator to incorporate "graceful, swan-like[image: External link] movements" into Belle's performance.[68]

Belle's yellow ballgown[image: External link] was inspired by a similar costume Hepburn had worn in the film Roman Holiday[image: External link] (1953).[68] Hahn and a team of male filmmakers designed the ballgown while consuming pizza and alcohol.[58] Originally, the marketing department ordered that Belles' dress be pink to cater to the female audience, but art director Brian McEntee convinced studio to make the dress gold in order to make her to distinguish her from other Disney Princess,[69] specifically Aurora's from Sleeping Beauty[image: External link] (1950).[70][71] Art director Brian McEntee suggested that Belle be the only character in her village to wear blue in order emphasize the fact that she is different and an outcast.[31] The colors Belle wears also mimic her emotions, blue being associated with sadness and loneliness.[68] Blue was also used to symbolize good, while Gaston's red represented evil.[72] According to the Directory of World Cinema: American Hollywood by Lincoln Geraghty, Belle was inspired by actress Judy Garland's role as Dorothy Gale[image: External link] in The Wizard of Oz[image: External link] (1939) and Julie Andrews[image: External link]' performance as Maria von Trapp[image: External link] in The Sound of Music[image: External link] (1965).[73][74]

Actress and model Sherri Stoner[image: External link] served as the performance model for Belle, providing live-action[image: External link] reference for the animators as they drew the character.[75] Belle's tendency to constantly brush her hair away from her face was also inspired by both Stoner and O'Hara.[42] "I was constantly doing that and little quirky things that they would catch," O'Hara told The Guardian.[42] The animators also incorporated O'Hara's eyes, cheekbones and the way in which she raises her eyebrow into Belle's face.[48] O'Hara felt that Belle originally looked "too perfect," likening the character's appearance to actresses Elizabeth Taylor and Angelina Jolie[image: External link].[38] Writing for the Los Angeles Times[image: External link], Charles Solomon observed inconsistencies in Belle's appearance, writing, "The prettiest and liveliest Belle waltzes with Beast in his marble ballroom and weeps over his body before he's transformed into the Prince" while "The Belle who receives the library from Beast has wider-set eyes and a more prominent mouth than the noticeably slimmer Belle who sings 'Something There'".[76]
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 Characterization and themes




Woolverton created Belle as part of "her self-directed mandate to move women and girls forward."[15] The Express-Times[image: External link] described the character as an intelligent young woman who "sings songs about reading and wanting to gain knowledge, rather than falling in love."[77] Woolverton credits Belle's knowledge and love of books with providing the character with a "point of view of her life and that doesn't necessarily involve a man getting her there."[57] One of the film's main themes, Belle is considered an outsider because her love of reading provides her with knowledge of the outside world as opposed to her "narrow-minded" village peers.[3] Writing for Wired.com[image: External link], Matt Blum dubbed Belle "the geekiest[image: External link] heroine of any Disney animated film", exemplified by an opening number that demonstrates just how much she does not fit in with her peers due to her intelligence and active imagination.[78] Similarly, Boxoffice[image: External link]'s Amy Nicholson coined the character "Disney's Smartest Heroine,"[30] while Rob Burch of The Hollywood News observed that the character "comes across as arrogant at times" because she "spends much of the first act[image: External link] complaining."[33] In her book Sex, Love and Abuse: Discourses on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault, author Sharon Hayes described Belle as "the quintessential beautiful young ingenue[image: External link]."[79] Comparing Belle's personality to that of the princess in the Brothers Grimm[image: External link]'s fairy tale "The Frog Prince[image: External link]", The Meanings of "Beauty and the Beast": A Handbook author Jerry Griswold described the character as a similarly "feisty and outspoken" heroine.[80] Writing for St. Francis Xavier University[image: External link], Dawn Elizabeth England observed that Belle possesses equally as many traditionally feminine as she does masculine[image: External link] traits, citing her bravery, independence and assertiveness as masculine, and her sensitivity and fearfulness as feminine[image: External link].[81] According to Hard Bodies: Hollywood Masculinity in the Reagan Era author Susan Jeffords, "Belle's credentials as heroine are established ... when she is the only one of the town's single women not to swoon over Gaston," while the character's love of reading is essentially manipulated "to mark her as better than the rest of the townspeople."[82] Writing for The Statesman[image: External link], David O'Connor cited Belle's intelligence and bibliophilia[image: External link] as "in stark opposition to the insensitive and significantly dim-witted[image: External link] Gaston."[83] Critics continue to debate over whether Belle or the Beast is the film's protagonist. Susan Jeffords, author of Hard Bodies: Hollywood Masculinity in the Reagan Era, felt that although Belle appears to be the protagonist in Beaumont's original fairy tale, the character becomes "less the focus of the narrative" in Disney's adaptation and more of a "mechanism for solving the Beast's 'dilemma'."[82] In her article "The Tangled Evolution of the Disney Princess", Noelle Buffam felt that Belle arrived just in time when Disney's heroines were "in a dire need for some change," awarding her "the red stamp of approval" for her intelligence and spirit.[84]

Analyzing ways in which Disney's heroines have evolved overtime due to "the approach to the characterization of the princesses chang[ing]" as the characters gradually transformed from passive young women into heroines who "had ambitions and desires aside from finding true love,"[85] critics often divide the Disney Princesses into three separate categories and rank Belle among the middle of the timeline[image: External link],[86] with Kit Steinkellner of HelloGiggles[image: External link] observing that the character improved upon "the Disney princess archetype[image: External link]" by simultaneously serving as both a " dreamer[image: External link]" and a "doer" in her film, as opposed to exclusively the former.[87] Film historian Paula Sigman Lowery explained to the Daily Express[image: External link] that Belle's personality is a combination of Ariel's spirit and burgeoning independence, and Pocahontas[image: External link]' maturity, while Belle is "a little older [than Ariel] and a little further along in their journey towards independence."[88] About.com[image: External link]'s David Nusair believes that Belle belongs to a category of Disney Princesses known as "The Lady Vanishes," in which the heroines, in spite of being brave, outspoken and independent, nonetheless "are forced to behave passively as others help them achieve their respective goals."[89] Michelle Munro, writing for Durham College of Applied Arts and Technology[image: External link], felt that even though Belle shares several traits with her more passive predecessors, the character introduced "new possibilities for princesses."[90] Girls in Capes wrote that Belle pioneered a generation of princesses who taught "about ambition, self-discovery and the pursuit of what we want."[85] Additionally, Belle remains Disney's first and only princess to have hazel eyes.[91][92]
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 Appearances
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 Film and television




Belle debuted in Beauty and the Beast (1991) as a beautiful bibliophile[image: External link][93][94] who, although praised by her fellow villagers for her unrivaled beauty, is at the same time ridiculed for her intelligence and non-conformity[image: External link]. Having grown weary of her uneventful provincial life, in which she is relentlessly romantically pursued by an arrogant hunter named Gaston[image: External link], Belle longs for adventure. After her father's horse returns without its rider, she willingly ventures into the woods in search of her father. She persuades the Beast that she will trade her own freedom in return for her father's, since her father is ill in the dungeon, promising to remain with the Beast in his castle among his staff of enchanted objects forever. Belle's curiosity leads her to the forbidden west wing where she discovers an enchanted rose without realizing that it is tied to the Beast's fate; and the Beast's rage at her trespassing causes her to flee the castle on horseback. Belle is pursued by wolves in the woods but they are driven off by the Beast, afterwards Belle helps the injured Beast back to the castle and nurses him back to health. Although she initially dislikes her captor, Belle gradually learns to accept the Beast in spite of his appearance and eventually befriends him. Belle and the Beast's strong bond greatly envies Gaston to the point of which he storms the castle and mortally wounds the Beast, though Gaston falls to his own death in the process. However, Belle confesses her love for the Beast just in time to break the spell[image: External link] under which he had been placed by an enchantress as punishment for his selfish ways, and the Beast ultimately transforms back into a handsome prince.[95]

In Beauty and the Beast: The Enchanted Christmas[image: External link] (1997), Belle attempts to reignite the castle's waning spirit by reintroducing and celebrating Christmas[image: External link], in spite of the Beast's strong resentment towards the holiday. Meanwhile, a solemn pipe organ[image: External link] named Forte grows determined to sabotage Belle and the Beast's burgeoning friendship because he longs to maintain his co-dependent relationship[image: External link] with his master. Tricked by Forte into retrieving a large Christmas tree[image: External link] from a frozen pond, Belle nearly drowns, only to be rescued by the Beast. The Beast, however, having been misinformed by Forte, wrongly accuses Belle of trying to escape again, and locks her in the dungeon as punishment. When the Beast finally discovers the truth, they forgive each other, and Belle helps him thwart Forte's plan to destroy the castle.[96] Beauty and the Beast: Belle's Magical World[image: External link] (1998), depicts Belle as she interacts with both the Beast and his enchanted servants in various segments, exploring themes such as forgiveness, friendship, cooperation and respect.[97]

In Belle's Tales of Friendship[image: External link] (1999), a spin-off of the film series, Belle owns a bookstore[image: External link] in which she teaches valuable lessons to children by reading and retelling well-known stories and fairy tales, narrating four classic Disney animated shorts: The Three Little Pigs[image: External link] [image: External link](1933), Peter and the Wolf[image: External link] (1946), The Wise Little Hen[image: External link] (1934) and Morris the Midget Moose[image: External link] (1950). For the first time, Belle appears as both animated and live-action versions of herself, voiced and portrayed by actresses Paige O'Hara and Lyndsey McLeod, respectively. In the television series Sing Me a Story with Belle[image: External link] (1995–1999), Belle, in a role reprised by McLeod, owns her own music[image: External link] and bookshop, where she is visited by children to whom she tells and sings stories.[98]

Belle appeared in the animated television series Disney's House of Mouse[image: External link] and its direct-to-video films Mickey's Magical Christmas: Snowed in at the House of Mouse[image: External link] and Mickey's House of Villains[image: External link].[52] In the television series, Belle is voiced by American actress and singer Jodi Benson[image: External link], while O'Hara reprises her role in the film.[52][99][100]

A live-action version of Belle[image: External link] appears as a main character in the ABC[image: External link] television series Once Upon a Time[image: External link], where she serves as the love interest of Rumplestiltskin[image: External link] (who is the show's version of the Beast). She is portrayed by Australian actress Emilie de Ravin[image: External link].[101] Another live-action version of the character appeared in the 2015 television film[image: External link] Descendants[image: External link], where she was played by Keegan Connor Tracy[image: External link] (who is also a cast member on Once Upon a Time, except she plays The Blue Fairy/Mother Superior in the series) and serves as the Queen of the United States of Auradon. The series Sofia the First[image: External link] included a cameo by Belle in a 2013 episode.[102] British actress Amy Jackson[image: External link] who portrayed as Belle opposite Indian actor Vikram[image: External link], who being portrayed as Beast for sequences in a dreamy song "Ennodu Nee Irundhal" in the 2015 Tamil language[image: External link] romantic thriller[image: External link] " I[image: External link]".[103] The original prosthetic make-up for the characters were provided by Sean Foot (Shaun) and Davina Lamont and additional works were done by National Film Award winners[image: External link]—Christien Tinsley[image: External link] and Dominie Till.[104][105]
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 Beauty and the Beast (2017 live action film)




In January 2015, English actress Emma Watson announced that she will be portraying Belle in a live-action adaptation of the film[image: External link],[106] which was released in 2017.[107] Beauty and the Beast is the first of the Disney remakes in which an A-list actress portrays a Disney princess, as all previous Disney live-action adaptations used then-unknowns. As a feminist and model, Watson suggested several changes to the character in the live-action film. For costume design Watson rejected the traditional "big princess dress" and corset for the golden gown as that would have reduced her mobility, with the gown seen as crucial for marketing the film, while for the village scenes she requested boots instead of ballet slippers to give the character more ruggednes. Nonetheless Belle's attire in the live-action remake largely stays true to its animated predecessor.[108][109]

Thanks to Watson's influence, Belle is not only a bookworm but also an inventor like her father - she uses her inventions for everyday chores such as laundry, which in turn provides her with time to pursue her passion for reading. It is also revealed that Belle's mother died of a disease plague during Belle's infancy, consequently Maurice is somewhat overprotective of Belle and does not allow her to leave the village. For instance, Maurice creates "music boxes playing tunes from faraway places, in a bid to sate her thirst for exploration", as he is unwilling to let Belle be adventurous due to her mother's death, although Belle harbors no hard feelings about this.[110] Watson's portrayal of Belle won her the MTV Movie Award for Best Performance at the 2017 MTV Movie & TV Awards.[111]
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 Broadway musical




Belle appeared in the Broadway musical[image: External link] adaptation of Beauty and the Beast[image: External link]. The role was originated by actress Susan Egan[image: External link],[112] who was initially reluctant to audition for Beauty and the Beast because she "thought it was a terrible idea for Disney to put a cartoon on Broadway."[113] However, her agent managed to convince her otherwise,[113] and Egan ultimately turned down callbacks for roles in the musicals My Fair Lady[image: External link], Carousel[image: External link] and Grease[image: External link] in favor of starring as Belle in Beauty and the Beast because she had always wanted to originate a Broadway role.[114] Egan had never watched Beauty and the Beast prior to her audition,[114] relying solely on "her own creative instincts" instead.[113] Egan's performance earned her a Tony Award[image: External link] nomination for Best Actress in a Musical[image: External link] at the 48th Tony Awards[image: External link].[115] A total of seventeen actresses have portrayed Belle in the Broadway musical, among them recording artists Debbie Gibson[image: External link] and Toni Braxton[image: External link], The Sopranos[image: External link]' Jamie-Lynn Sigler[image: External link], and Disney Channel[image: External link] alumnae Christy Carlson Romano[image: External link] and Anneliese van der Pol[image: External link],[116] the latter of whom became Broadway's final Belle when the show ended its thirteen-year-long[image: External link] run in 2007.[117] Actress Sarah Litzsinger[image: External link] remains Broadway's longest-running Belle.[118]

A best-selling R&B singer, Braxton made her Broadway debut when she was cast as Belle in 1998,[119][120] turning down actress Halle Berry[image: External link]'s role in the film Why Do Fools Fall In Love[image: External link] (1998).[121] Braxton's desire to pursue an acting career stemmed from a series of conflicts with the singer's record label[image: External link] at the time,[122] in turn making her the only African American[image: External link] to portray Belle in the show's history.[121] Belle's ballad[image: External link] "A Change in Me[image: External link]" was written by songwriters Alan Menken[image: External link] and Tim Rice[image: External link] specifically for Braxton. However, the song was ultimately so well-received that it has been included in the musical ever since.[123][124] During her tenure as Belle, Braxton was stalked by an "obsessed fan[image: External link]."[125][126] The stalker had reportedly "bombarded" Braxton with threatening e-mails and letters.[127] Several measures were taken to ensure the singer's safety, including forcing Braxton to dress in full disguise[image: External link] when traveling to and from the theatre in addition to reducing her total number of weekly performances from eight to seven.[125][127][128] The stalker was eventually arrested and charged with "aggravated harassment."[129]
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 Miscellaneous




Belle along with Beast and Chip appeared at the 64th Academy Awards[image: External link] as presenters[image: External link] for Best Animated Short Feature. She also makes a brief cameo appearance[image: External link] in Disney's 34th animated feature film The Hunchback of Notre Dame[image: External link] (1996) during the "Out There[image: External link]" musical sequence.[130]

She was featured as one of the seven Princesses of Heart[image: External link] in the Kingdom Hearts[image: External link] video game series.[131][132]

Belle was also the main character in various comic books based on the film, including one set during Belle's stay at the castle published by Marvel Comics[image: External link], and a prequel set several years before the film distributed by Disney Comics[image: External link]. In the former, the storylines generally have the servants trying to coax Belle into doing something with the Beast, only for it to backfire and nearly ruin their friendship before they make up. In the latter serial, Belle ends up locked up in a cellar by village children after reluctantly playing pirates with them, and later nearly goes down the path leading to Beast's castle. The latter serial also implies that she holds misandric[image: External link] views and refuses to associate herself with the village children, especially the males, due to their not being as well-versed in literature as she.[133]

Belle and the other characters from the first movie appear in the stage show, Beauty and the Beast Live on Stage[image: External link] at Disney's Hollywood Studios[image: External link], Walt Disney World[image: External link]. Belle appears in a meet-and-greet attraction at Magic Kingdom[image: External link]'s Fantasyland[image: External link] called Enchanted Tales with Belle[image: External link]. In season 18 of Dancing With the Stars[image: External link], Danica McKellar[image: External link] played Belle while performing a Quickstep on a Disney themed episode. Ginger Zee[image: External link] and Edyta Śliwińska[image: External link] also both portrayed Belle while performing a Foxtrot and Waltz respectively during the Disney night episode of the 22nd season of Dancing with the Stars. Emma Slater[image: External link] then played Belle while dancing a Foxtrot during the Disney theme night of the show's 24th season.
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 Reception
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 Critical response




Belle has garnered widespread acclaim from film critics,[134][135][136] several of whom voiced their preference for the character over her predecessor, Ariel from The Little Mermaid.[136] Hal Hinson of The Washington Post described Belle as a "compelling" character who is "more mature, more womanly and less blandly asexual[image: External link]" than Ariel, as well as "a more worldly girl", describing her as "a bookworm, with gumption and a mind of her own."[137] Similarly comparing Belle to Ariel, John Hartl of The Seattle Times[image: External link] wrote that, in Beauty and the Beast, "there's rarely a sense of deja vu, perhaps because the heroine is so different from 'Mermaid's' dependent Ariel, and her dilemma is more poignant,"[138] while Boxoffice[image: External link] scribed, "Undoubtedly in response to criticism that the cute little 'Mermaid' Ariel was nothing more than a precocious sexpot, the idea-people behind this beauty—aptly named Belle ... chose to make her an icon of self-reliance and a voracious reader with a curiosity and love for everything around her."[139] Jennie Punter of The Globe and Mail[image: External link] extolled Belle as a "smart, courageous ... 'take-charge kind of gal'," while crowning her the "main attraction of Beauty and the Beast."[140] Emma Cochrane of Empire hailed Belle as "a feminist heroine who [is] more rounded than previous Disney characters",[141] while Paste[image: External link]'s Annlee Ellingson similarly enjoyed the character's "feminist kick."[142] Stephen Hunter of The Baltimore Sun[image: External link] wrote that "Belle ... is no passive fairy tale princess, but a real live girl, with a spunky personality and her own private agenda."[143] TV Guide[image: External link] wrote that "The familiar narrative is strengthened by the independent, self-assured character of Belle," concluding, "Unlike Disney heroines from Snow White through Ariel, Belle is smart, knows what she wants, and doesn't spend her time pining away for the love of a handsome prince."[144] Marc Bernardin of Entertainment Weekly praised Belle's heroism, dubbing her "the hero" of Beauty and the Beast,[145] while Entertainment Weekly's Christian Blauvelt opined, "Unlike previous Disney heroines who needed to be rescued by a prince themselves, Belle not only saves the Beast's life, she saves his soul."[146] TLC[image: External link]'s Vicki Arkoff received Belle as a "smart" and "sharp-tongued" heroine, crediting the character for "break[ing] Disney's passive-princess mold."[147] About.com[image: External link]'s David Nusair described Belle as an "admirable" heroine.[148] AllMovie's Don Kaye and Perry Seibert echoed each other's reviews of the character, with Kaye describing both Belle and the Beast[image: External link] as "three-dimensional ... complex individuals who defy stereotyping and change over the course of the story,"[149] and Seibert calling Belle a "strong female character" who "sidesteps most of the clichés surrounding Disney heroines."[150] Common Sense Media[image: External link] hailed Belle as "one of Disney's smartest, most independent heroines."[151]

Meanwhile, Belle's relationship with the Beast has also been met with positive reviews. About.com's David Nusair wrote that "the palpable chemistry between Belle and The Beast ensur[es] that Beauty and the Beast lives up to its reputation as one of the most memorable romances of all time."[152] Describing it as an "unconventional romance," Charles Solomon of the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] opined, "The idea of a young woman learning to love a gentle heart hidden beneath a baleful exterior represented a major break with tradition."[76] Likewise, critics enjoyed O'Hara's performance. According to Variety[image: External link], Belle was "magnificently voiced by O’Hara."[153] The Star-Ledger[image: External link]'s Stephen Whitty enjoyed O'Hara's "pretty soprano[image: External link]."[154] John Hartl of The Seattle Times[image: External link] wrote, "O'Hara does a spirited job of investing the character with warmth, intuition and maturity,"[138] while the Sun-Sentinel[image: External link]'s Candice Russel felt that O'Hara "does a good job of creating Belle as intellectual, wisely feminine and disarmed by the stirrings of her heart."[155] According to the Young Writers Society, Belle remains the best-reviewed Disney Princess to-date.[135]

One of the character's few negative reviews was written by Ethan Alter of Television Without Pity[image: External link], who opined:


[T]he movie ... present[ed] audiences with a willful female protagonist that was firmly in control of her romantic destiny and regularly placed reading books above chasing after boys. And it's true that in that respect at least, Belle stood in stark contrast to past Disney heroines ... Still, the filmmakers didn't do the character any favors by swapping out that boy crazy trait for a pronounced maternalistic streak that comes across as a little creepy. Besides being utterly devoted to her father, Belle's relationship with the Beast possesses a distinctly mother/toddler dynamic ... Their romance also lacks spark because – due to the fundamental set-up of the narrative ... it's always clear that he needs her far more than she needs him. Particularly when compared to some of the dynamic animated heroines that came after her ... today Belle can't help but seem ... bland.

— Television Without Pity[image: External link]'s Ethan Alter's mixed analysis of Belle.[156]
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 Feminist analysis




Jezebel[image: External link] determined that Belle "is often held up as the standard of the 'feminist' Disney princess."[157] According to Tales, Then and Now: More Folktales as Literary Fictions for Young Adults author Anna E. Altmann, Disney heavily promoted Beauty and the Beast as "a feminist fairy tale" due to Belle's characterization and role in the film.[158] In his book Hearing a Film, Seeing a Sermon: Preaching and Popular Movies, author Timothy B. Cargal agreed that the character indicated "Disney's ... continued efforts to reshape their heroines for a more feminist age."[159] According to Girl Culture: An Encyclopedia author Claudia Mitchell, Belle's feminism was influenced by third-wave feminism[image: External link] and the relatively new concept of girl power[image: External link] during the 1990s.[160] Feminist critics[image: External link] have been generally mixed in their analyses of Belle, arguing over whether or not the character is in fact "feminist enough."[74][161] Although Beauty and the Beast was initially lauded upon release for starring a "forward thinking and feminist" heroine,[162] critics tend to agree that, in spite of Belle's independence and resentment towards Gaston, Beauty and the Beast essentially remains a romance about a girl who finally "meets her ideal man."[163] Acknowledging that Belle "represented significant change from [her] sweet, mop-wielding predecessors[image: External link]," Twilight and History author Nancy Reagin observed that "the end result of fulfillment through marriage has been maintained."[164] Kathleen Maher of The Austin Chronicle[image: External link] cited Belle as an example of " pseudo-feminism[image: External link]" because she rejects one man, Gaston, in favor of another, a prince.[165] While commending Belle for "seeing past the beast's appearance," Judith Welikala of The Independent in the end accused the character of "melting back into the role of wife[image: External link] when he turns back into a handsome prince."[166] Fairy Tale author Andrew Teverson referred to Belle as Disney's attempt to address "feminist criticism of its representation of women in earlier films," but ultimately criticized the character's curiosity for "extend[ing] only to romance," additionally accusing her of being "a zealous[image: External link] individualist with a pathological[image: External link] hostility to common men and women."[167] Meanwhile, Stylist[image: External link] ranked Belle among the most feminist Disney characters, describing her as an "incredibly intelligent" woman who "doesn't stand for a man who considers her as just a piece of meat ... she wants someone who loves her for her mind too."[168] Acknowledging the character's "feminist longings," Daniel Eagen, author of America's Film Legacy: The Authoritative Guide to the Landmark Movies in the National Film Registry, cited Belle as Disney's "modern-day corrective to Snow White."[21] Beyond Adaptation: Essays on Radical Transformations of Original Works author Phyllis Frus wrote that, initially, Beauty and the Beast does not seem "remotely feminist." However, the author did acknowledge Belle as "an appealing character with a noticeable feminist streak," but in the end criticized Disney's Consumer Products of reversing what the film had nearly accomplished by inducting the character into the Disney Princess[image: External link] franchise.[161] In Refinery29[image: External link]'s "Definitive Ranking Of Disney Princesses As Feminist Role Models," author Vanessa Golembewski ranked the character eighth but described her personality and ambitions as "confusing."[169] Complex'[image: External link]s Tara Aquino described Belle as "a kinda feminist ... who's well-read, self-sufficient, and with standards high enough that she doesn't fall for the town's brain-dead pretty boy."[170][171]

Commentators have generally reacted more cynically towards Belle's relationship with the film's male characters, particularly the Beast, questioning its morality. Writing for the University of Central Florida[image: External link], Faith Dickens felt that after Belle's introduction, the character becomes little more than "a vehicle for exploring the Beast's dilemmas," while her initial pining for adventure is replaced by romance. Dickens went on to criticize the fact that while Belle appears to be "perfect the way she is," the Beast "need[s] to be reformed."[162] Anna E. Altmann, author of Tales, Then and Now: More Folktales as Literary Fictions for Young Adults, disliked the fact that Belle appears to share a motherly relationship with both the Beast and Maurice. Altman also panned the fact that Belle's interest in reading appears to be limited to fairy tales, ultimately dismissing the character as little more than "a feisty North American version of" Beaumont's heroine.[158] Orange Coast[image: External link] writer Henry A. Giroux felt that Belle serves as little more than "a prop for resolving the Beast's problems."[172] Sonia Saraiya of Nerve[image: External link] ranked Belle the sixth most feminist Disney Princess[image: External link], writing that, unlike Ariel, "Belle's sass doesn't come from teenage rebellion[image: External link], but rather from intellectual acuity." Saraiya commended Belle for resisting "her village's expectations of what her life should look like," crediting her with being "the first princess to express some skepticism about married life." While calling Belle's sacrifice "brave," the author also labeled it "not much of a step for womankind[image: External link]," in the end accusing her of falling "for a domineering man."[173] Similarly, Kit Steinkellner of HelloGiggles[image: External link] expressed concern over the "abusive undercurrents running through Belle and Beast’s relationship."[87] Meanwhile, Bustle's Mary Grace Garis also commended Belle's aspirations and love of reading, but criticized her relationship with the Beast, concluding, "Though the ’90s showed a move toward princesses wanting to buck conventions and free themselves from their fathers (or the town misogynist) the endgame is the still the same, elaborating, "When the movie ends, they’re still solidly with a man, their dreams of adventure abandoned. Therefore, the Disney renaissance is characterized more by theoretical want of adventure rather than a genuine pursuit."[174]
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 Impact and legacy




Dubbed an " iconoclast[image: External link]" by Boxoffice[image: External link],[175] Belle continues to garner media recognition for her role in Beauty and the Beast. Established as a cultural icon[image: External link],[37][39][176][177][178] the character maintains the distinction of being Disney's first feminist princess.[15][179] Commentators believe that the character's role in Beauty and the Beast as one of Disney's first strong female characters[image: External link][180][181] is responsible for changing the way in which women would be depicted in subsequent animated films.[182][183] According to Kevin Fallon of The Daily Beast[image: External link], "being a Disney princess meant singing songs about how much you love combing your hair with a fork and giving away your voice if it meant you got to marry the guy with that dreamy chiseled jaw" prior to Belle's arrival.[184] The Los Angeles Times[image: External link]' Charles Solomon ranked Belle among the four Disney Princesses responsible for breaking "the bonds of convention."[185] About.com[image: External link]'s David Nusair agreed that Belle successfully "updated the princess formula for an entirely new generation."[89] The Atlantic[image: External link]'s Lindsay Lowe echoed Nusair's sentiment, citing Belle as the character responsible for ending Disney's "history of ... docile heroines."[182] The Daily Campus[image: External link]' Cathy Schmidt recognized Belle and Ariel as "the beginnings of the more modern Disney princesses."[186] Writing for Virgin Media[image: External link], Limara Salt believes that the character "proved that audiences could fall in love with a brown-haired intellectual."[136] A survey conducted by Disney after the film's release determined that Belle's love of books inspired young women to read.[47] Justin Humphreys of The Hook[image: External link] expressed, "Belle remains a most successful princess because people can relate" to her.[187] Elina Bolokhova of Parenting[image: External link] believes that Belle's "bravery and independence helped redefine the meaning of a Disney princess."[183] According to Justine McGrath of Teen Vogue, Belle has "become one of the most popular classic Disney princesses of all time."[188] Commending her intelligence and lack of vanity, the character was placed at number one on E![image: External link]'s ranking of the Disney Princesses,[189] while Cosmopolitan ranked her fourth.[190] In the magazine's "Definitive Ranking Of Disney Princesses", Seventeen[image: External link] ranked Belle fifth.[191] Similarly, BuzzFeed[image: External link] also ranked the character fifth, praising her love of reading.[192] A reader poll conducted by BuzzFeed also determined that Belle is the most popular Disney Princess, having garnered 18% of votes.[193] Belle is the fifth most successful Disney Princess in terms of box office revenue, with Beauty and the Beast having grossed over $350 million.[194][195] However, Belle was the lowest-selling Disney Princess on eBay[image: External link] in 2013, with sales of less than $7,000 despite the fact that she is often cited as a customer favorite.[196][197]



	“
	As Disney heroines go, Belle was an iconoclast. Her strong-willed, independent personality feels invigorating in a medium where most damsels are in distress. That was definitely true 20 years ago when Beauty was released, and it's still half-true today.
	”



	— Boxoffice's Todd Gilchrist explaining the way in which Belle altered Disney heroines for the 20th and 21st centuries.[198]




Belle is considered to be among Disney's most beloved animated heroines.[41] According to Scott Huver of People, the character's "popularity remains a force to be reckoned with" even 25 years after the film's release.[39] Belle was the only animated heroine nominated for the American Film Institute[image: External link]'s greatest heroes in film[image: External link] ranking;[199] only eight women were included on the final list.[200] CNN[image: External link] ranked Belle among " Merida[image: External link] and other animated heroines", a list recognizing some of Disney's greatest heroines.[201] According to the Daily Mirror[image: External link], Belle is Disney's second most iconic character, describing her as a "portrait of bravery, teaching us to look beyond appearances and stand up for what we believe in."[178] Meanwhile, PopMatters[image: External link] ranked Belle Disney's second best hero.[202] Considered to be both a sex symbol[image: External link] and fashion icon, Belle has garnered accolades for both her appearance and costumes.[203] The character was ranked 64th on UGO[image: External link]'s list of the most attractive female cartoon characters,[204] while being ranked 14th on Complex[image: External link]'s "25 Hottest Cartoon Women of All Time".[205] E![image: External link] ranked Belle the second best-dressed Disney Princess, crowning her "the most couture[image: External link] of all the Disney princesses." Author Emily Popp went on to praise the character's ballgown for being "off the Oscar de la Renta[image: External link] runway,"[206] while Vogue[image: External link] included it among the "Most Famous Dresses", with author Sarah Karmali dubbing it "One of the most instantly recognizable dresses in Disney history."[207] Revered as iconic,[208] the dress is currently among the most famous in film history 25 years after its debut.[20][70] Belle appeared on BuzzFeed[image: External link]'s "Definitive Ranking Of 72 Disney Princess Outfits" four times, ranking the character's green, blue, pink and yellow dresses 51st, 37th, 31st and 15th, respectively.[209] Similarly, Belle's blue, pink, yellow and green costumes were ranked 18th, 10th, ninth and fourth by Official Disney Blogs[image: External link], whose author believes that the character's ballgown "went down in the history books."[210] Belle appeared on Stylist[image: External link]'s list of the "Best beauty looks in Disney" twice, both for the character's hairstyles.[211] Entertainment Weekly ranked Belle's hair fifth in the magazine's "Disney Princesses: Ranking Their Hairdos – and Don'ts!"[212]

Belle helped establish Woolverton as a "legendary screenwriter";[18] the writer continues to be commended for her dedication to creating strong female characters; ever since Belle, the majority of Woolverton's female characters have been headstrong, independent women, namely Nala[image: External link] in The Lion King[image: External link] (1994), Mulan[image: External link] in Mulan[image: External link] (1998), Alice[image: External link] in Alice in Wonderland[image: External link] (2010) and Maleficent[image: External link] in Maleficent[image: External link] (2014).[14] Susan Wloszczyna of Indiewire[image: External link] wrote that "Woolverton set a new standard for fully fleshed-out fairy-tale heroines ... with Belle",[25] in turn paving the way for The Hunger Games[image: External link]' Katniss Everdeen[image: External link], and Frozen[image: External link]'s Anna[image: External link] and Elsa[image: External link] (2013).[14] Woolverton remains protective of Belle,[15] explaining, "[she] was my first-born child, so there’s a little bit of possessiveness, which really I had to let it go".[27][213] Beauty and the Beast, Belle performs the film's opening number, " Belle[image: External link]", which was nominated for the Academy Award[image: External link] for Best Original Song[image: External link] at the 64th Academy Awards[image: External link] in 1992.[214] In 1998, O'Hara was nominated for an Annie Award for Outstanding Individual Achievement for Voice Acting by a Female Performer in an Animated Feature Production[image: External link] for reprising her role as Belle in the second of Beauty and the Beast's three direct-to-video sequels, Belle's Magical World[image: External link].[215] To commemorate her work on Beauty and the Beast and various contributions to Disney, O'Hara was honored with a Disney Legends[image: External link] award on August 19, 2011.[216] Disney hired Spanish actress Penélope Cruz[image: External link] to pose as Belle in photographer Annie Leibovitz[image: External link]'s Disney Dream Portrait Series[image: External link],[217] while actor Jeff Bridges posed as the Beast.[218] The Daily Mail described the image as Cruz "wearing Belle's gorgeous yellow gown and being lifted high into the air by her prince,"[219] accompanied by the phrase "Where a moment of beauty lasts forever."[220]
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Regression (film)






Regression is a 2015 Canadian-Spanish-American psychological thriller[image: External link] horror film[image: External link] directed, produced and written by Alejandro Amenábar. The film stars Ethan Hawke and Emma Watson with David Thewlis, Lothaire Bluteau[image: External link], Dale Dickey[image: External link], David Dencik[image: External link], Peter MacNeill[image: External link], Devon Bostick[image: External link] and Aaron Ashmore[image: External link].

The film had its world premiere at the San Sebastián International Film Festival[image: External link] on September 18, 2015.[4]
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 Plot




The film takes place in Minnesota[image: External link], in 1990. Detective Bruce Kenner (Ethan Hawke) investigates the case of John Gray (David Dencik[image: External link]), who admits to sexually abusing his 17-year-old daughter Angela (Emma Watson) but has no recollection of the abuse. They seek the help of Professor Kenneth Raines (David Thewlis) to use recovered-memory therapy[image: External link] on John Gray to retrieve his memories, and come to suspect that their colleague Detective George Nesbitt (Aaron Ashmore[image: External link]) is involved. They detain him but fail to find evidence against him. Detectives suspect a satanic cult[image: External link] is involved because of Angela's testimony, in which Angela says that she was abused by people in masks and someone took pictures of it.

Bruce and Kenneth meet Angela's estranged brother Roy Gray (Devon Bostick[image: External link]) to inquire about why he left the house. Using the regression technique on him, he recalls hooded figures entering his room while he was young. Bruce and Kenneth suspect Roy's grandmother, Rose Gray (Dale Dickey[image: External link]), has some involvement but find nothing after a search of her house.

Meanwhile, Bruce begins having nightmares involving satanic rituals. Angela tells him that the cult is out to kill her as she has shown her demonic mark to him and that he is in danger as well. She tells him that her mother received miscellaneous calls and saw strange figures staring at her in the street before she met with an accident. Bruce starts to experience the same things and his nightmares increase in intensity.

Rose jumps from the window of her house after seeing ghostly figures, injuring herself. Bruce meets Angela in the church's cemetery to reassure her and after an emotional outburst, she kisses him. Shocked, Bruce leaves her there and returns to his home. He sees a soup advertisement on the street and recognizes the woman in it as the one he sees in his nightmares. He concludes that his imagination has run away with him. He tells Kenneth that all these past memories are induced by therapy and the whole situation is just the result of mass hysteria. Though the professor is initially resistant to the idea, he too comes to suspect that these memories were not real.

Bruce is attacked by two hooded figures who finally reveal themselves as George and their colleague, Farrell (Aaron Abrams[image: External link]). George was seeking revenge after Bruce detained him as a child molester and ruined his career. Bruce offers to forget the whole situation if George tells everything he knows. After George reveals things, Bruce confronts Angela about her abuse and she insists she told the truth. Finally Bruce concludes that she was fabricating everything from the beginning as she wanted to escape from her family, whom she thinks are responsible for her mother's death. She wanted to elope with George, as they had a sexual relationship for some time, but he refused to elope with a minor. She accused her father in order to escape the house. When Bruce confronts her, she tells him that no one is going to believe him, especially if she tells them that they kissed in the cemetery. Bruce tells John everything but John decides to take the blame and pleads guilty in order to rescue Angela and hopes that she will forgive him one day for being a bad father.

The film ends with a statement that many cases like this were reported before the satanic abuse hysteria[image: External link] faded.
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David Dencik[image: External link][7] as John Gray

	
Peter MacNeill[image: External link] as Police Chief Cleveland

	
Devon Bostick[image: External link][8] as Roy Gray

	
Aaron Ashmore[image: External link] as Detective George Nesbitt

	
Adam Butcher[image: External link] as Brody

	
Kristian Bruun[image: External link] as Andrew

	
Aaron Abrams[image: External link] as Farrell

	
Julian Richings[image: External link] as Tom
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 Production




On October 31, 2013, it was announced that Ethan Hawke would star in the upcoming thriller film Regression and Alejandro Amenábar would direct on his own script, while FilmNation Entertainment[image: External link] would be holding the international rights.[5] On February 5, 2014, Emma Watson also joined the film to co-star with Hawke.[6] On March 25, David Dencik[image: External link] joined the cast of the film, he would play a man who is arrested in a Minnesota town for sexually abusing his daughter.[7] On May 23, Devon Bostick[image: External link] was added to the cast of the film.[8]
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 Filming




Principal photography of the film began on April 15, 2014, in Mississauga[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link], Canada. Emma Watson stated, "First day shooting Regression today – a very cool birthday present xx."[9][10] The first day of shooting was her 24th birthday which she spent filming a church scene at University of Toronto Mississauga[image: External link].[11] On May 5, filming was taking place in Tottenham[image: External link], and it will be filming until June 12.[12] On June 3, it was reported that Watson was back in Toronto[image: External link] to continue the rest of filming after spending some time in the UK and also graduating from Brown.[13] On January 28, 2015, the crew filmed several additional scenes or reshoots in Mississauga.[14]
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 Marketing




On June 10, 2014, TWC-Dimension revealed a first look photo from the film.[15] On February 12, 2015, the first trailer was released.[16] On February 1, 2016, the U.S. trailer for the film was released.[17]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Release




In November 2013, The Weinstein Company[image: External link] acquired the US distribution rights to the film.[18] The film was originally set for an August 28, 2015 release, but was pulled from the schedule.[19][20] The film was then pushed back to February 5, 2016.[21][22] The film will be released on Amazon Instant Video[image: External link] thirty days after its US theatrical release.[2]

The film had its world premiere at the San Sebastián International Film Festival[image: External link] on September 18, 2015.[4] The film was released in Spain[image: External link] on October 2, 2015 and in the United Kingdom[image: External link] on October 9, 2015.[23]
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 Reception




Regression received generally negative reviews from critics, mostly receiving criticism for the film's third act. The review aggregator[image: External link] website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reported a 14% rating, based on 36 reviews, leaving a rating average[image: External link] of 4.2/10. The site's consensus reads, "Regression boasts a pair of eminently likable leads – neither of whom are able to dislodge the movie from the mire of psychological thriller mediocrity."[24] On Metacritic[image: External link], the film has a score of 32 out of 100, based on 12 critics, indicating "generally unfavorable reviews".[25]
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 See also





	Satanic ritual abuse[image: External link]
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Colonia (film)






Colonia, also known as The Colony, is a 2015 historical[image: External link] romantic[image: External link] thriller[image: External link] film directed by Oscar-winner Florian Gallenberger, produced by Benjamin Herrmann[image: External link], written by Torsten Wenzel and Gallenberger, and starring Emma Watson, Daniel Brühl, and Michael Nyqvist. The film is set against the backdrop of the 1973 Chilean military coup[image: External link] and the real "Colonia Dignidad"[image: External link], a notorious cult in the South of Chile, led by German lay preacher Paul Schäfer[image: External link]. The film is an international co-production[image: External link] of companies in Germany[image: External link], Luxembourg[image: External link], and France[image: External link].

Principal photography began on 2 October 2014 in Luxembourg[image: External link]; filming also took place in Germany[image: External link] and Argentina[image: External link]. It was shown in the Special Presentations section of the 2015 Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link].[2]



TOP
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 Plot




In 1973, Daniel and Lena, a young German couple, become entangled in a Chilean military coup[image: External link] at a time when supporters of deposed President Salvador Allende[image: External link] are getting rounded up by the military under General Augusto Pinochet[image: External link]. When Daniel is abducted by Pinochet's secret police DINA[image: External link], Lena tries to find and save her boyfriend.[3] She tracks him to a sealed-off organization called "Colonia Dignidad"[image: External link], which presents itself as a charitable mission run by a lay preacher, Paul Schäfer[image: External link]. Lena joins the organization to rescue her boyfriend, only to learn it is a cult from which no one has ever escaped. She later finds Daniel, who acts disabled to be overlooked. Daniel discovers the organization is also an illegal operations center for DINA. Lena and Daniel attempt to escape from Colonia Dignidad along with Ursel, a pregnant nurse. Ursel is killed and both Lena and Daniel escape to the West German embassy. Staff from the embassy betray them but the lovers exit the country via a plane with incriminating photographic evidence against Colonia Dignidad.[3]
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 Cast





	
Emma Watson as Lena, who joins the cult Colonia Dignidad to rescue her boyfriend Daniel.

	
Daniel Brühl as Daniel, Lena's boyfriend, a German citizen kidnapped by General Augusto Pinochet[image: External link]'s secret police DINA[image: External link]


	
Michael Nyqvist as Paul Schäfer[image: External link], the leader of Colonia Dignidad.

	
Richenda Carey[image: External link] as Gisela

	
Vicky Krieps[image: External link] as Ursel

	Jeanne Werner as Doro

	
August Zirner[image: External link] as German ambassador

	
Martin Wuttke[image: External link] as Niels Biedermann

	
Julian Ovenden[image: External link] as Roman Breuer
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 Production




On 29 September 2014, it was announced that Emma Watson and Daniel Brühl would star as a couple in the upcoming film which is based on a true story, directed by Florian Gallenberger who co-wrote the script with Torsten Wenzel.[3] Benjamin Herrmann[image: External link] would be producing the film through Majestic Filmproduktion, and Nicolas Steil would co-produce through Iris Productions. Kolja Brandt would be director of photography, and Hansjörg Weißbrich would be the film editor.[3] On 27 October, Michael Nyqvist joined the film to star as Paul Schäfer[image: External link].[4]

Principal photography began on 2 October 2014 in Luxembourg[image: External link],[5] where it was shot in Haut Martelange near to Rambrouch[image: External link] on the Luxembourg-Belgium border.[6] Filming in Luxembourg lasted through end of October, and then the production moved to Germany[image: External link] for further shoot in Munich[image: External link] and Berlin[image: External link]. It was also shot in Buenos Aires[image: External link] until early 2015.[4]
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 Release and reception




Colonia premiered at the 2015 Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link] on 13 September 2015.[7][8] Shortly after, Screen Media Films[image: External link] acquired U.S distribution rights to the film.[9] The film also screened at the Berlin International Film Festival[image: External link] on February 12, 2016.[10] The film was released in Germany on 18 February 2016.[11]

The film was released to a limited run in the United States and Canada on 15 April 2016, the same day as Emma Watson's 26th birthday.

On review aggregator[image: External link] site Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] the film has a rating of 28% based on 40 reviews, an average rating of 3.6/5. and an audience score of 63%[12] Colonia received 5 nominations from the German Film Awards, including Best Supporting Actor.[13]
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The Circle (2017 film)






The Circle is a 2017 American techno-thriller[image: External link] film directed by James Ponsoldt and written by Ponsoldt and Dave Eggers, based on Eggers' 2013 novel of the same name. The film stars Emma Watson, Tom Hanks, John Boyega[image: External link], Karen Gillan[image: External link], Ellar Coltrane[image: External link], Patton Oswalt[image: External link], Glenne Headly[image: External link], and Bill Paxton[image: External link]. This was the last film released before the respective February and June 2017 deaths of the latter two actors.

The film premiered at the Tribeca Film Festival on April 26, 2017, and was theatrically released on April 28, 2017, by STX Entertainment[image: External link] and EuropaCorp[image: External link]. The film received generally negative reviews and grossed $27 million worldwide.



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Plot




Mae Holland is an ordinary and unaccomplished young woman with an ill father. Through an influential college friend, she gets a customer relations job at powerful internet corporation The Circle, co-founded by Eamon Bailey and Tom Stenton. Mae quickly rises through company's ranks, and is selected for an assignment with the Circle's newest technology which she eagerly takes on. Soon she finds herself in a perilous situation concerning privacy, surveillance, and freedom. Mae comes to learn that her decisions and actions will determine the future of humanity.
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 Cast





	
Emma Watson as Mae Holland, the newest young member of The Circle.[3]


	
Tom Hanks as Eamon Bailey, the head and co-founder of The Circle.

	
John Boyega[image: External link] as Ty Lafitte/Kalden,[4] a member of The Circle and one of Mae's co-workers.

	
Karen Gillan[image: External link] as Annie Allerton,[5] Mae's best friend and a high-ranking member of The Circle.

	
Ellar Coltrane[image: External link] as Mercer, Mae's childhood friend.

	
Patton Oswalt[image: External link] as Tom Stenton,[6] a co-founder of The Circle.

	
Bill Paxton[image: External link] as Vinnie Holland, Mae's father.[7]


	
Glenne Headly[image: External link] as Bonnie Holland, Mae's mother.

	
Poorna Jagannathan[image: External link] as Dr. Jessica Villalobos

	
Nate Corddry[image: External link] as Dan

	
Jimmy Wong[image: External link] as Mitch

	
Ellen Wong[image: External link] as Renata

	
Judy Reyes[image: External link] as Congresswoman Santos
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 Differences from novel





	The character of Francis is removed. In the film, a character on screen introduces Mae to the idea of tracking children with microchips, but the character is a woman and not subsequently mentioned.

	In the novel, Ty is introduced as Kalden, only revealed much later on as Ty.

	Mae's sexual relationship with Ty is not mentioned in the film.

	In the novel, there is no mention of Annie being Scottish nor does Annie visit Scotland in the ending.

	The Participation Rank (PartiRank) is introduced in the film, but is not subsequently mentioned.

	Annie's participation in PastPerfect is removed from the film.

	In the novel, Mae takes a more active role in embracing the Circle's technologies.

	The ending marks a rewrite of Mae's loyalties concerning Bailey, Stenton, and Ty.




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Production
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 Casting and financing




On December 15, 2014, Deadline reported that Tom Hanks would star in a film adaptation of Dave Eggers' 2013 novel The Circle, with James Ponsoldt writing and directing.[8] In January 2015, THR confirmed that Anthony Bregman would produce the film through his banner, Likely Story, along with Ponsoldt, Hanks, and Gary Goetzman[image: External link].[8][9] On May 11, 2015, it was announced that Image Nation Abu Dhabi[image: External link] would fully finance the film, together with Walter Parkes and Laurie MacDonald, while IM Global[image: External link] would handle international sales.[10] IM GLOBAL later sold the rights to various distributors.[11] On May 23, 2015, Deadline revealed that producers had offered Emma Watson the female lead role in the film. In June 2015, director Ponsoldt confirmed that Watson was not officially on board, but that she is one possibility to star in the film. On June 24, 2015, Variety confirmed that Watson was officially set to play the lead role of Mae Holland in the film.[3][12] On August 19, 2015, John Boyega[image: External link] was added to the cast, and on September 1, 2015, Karen Gillan[image: External link] was cast to play Annie, a warm and intelligent member of The Circle.[5] On September 11, 2015, Patton Oswalt[image: External link] joined the cast to play Tom Stenton, one of three founders of the Circle,[6] and on September 16, 2015, Bill Paxton[image: External link] joined the film as Watson's character's father.[7][13] On September 29, 2015, Ellar Coltrane[image: External link] joined the film, playing the character Mercer.[14]
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 Filming




Principal photography on the film began on September 11, 2015, in Los Angeles[image: External link], California[image: External link].[12][15][16] On September 17, filming was taking place in Pasadena[image: External link].[17] Reshoots were done in January 2017.[18]
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 Release




In February 2016, EuropaCorp[image: External link] acquired U.S and Canadian distribution rights to the film,[19] while STX Entertainment[image: External link] co-distributes.[20] The Circle premiered at the Tribeca Film Festival on April 26, 2017[21] and was released on April 28, 2017.[22]
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 Box office




As of May 14, 2017, The Circle has grossed $18.9 million in the United States and Canada, and $2.9 million in other territories, for a total of $21.8 million, against a production budget of $18 million.[2]

In North America, The Circle was released alongside How to Be a Latin Lover[image: External link], Baahubali 2: The Conclusion[image: External link] and Sleight[image: External link], and was projected to gross $10–12 million from 3,163 theaters during its opening weekend.[23] However, the film underperformed, debuting at number five with $9 million, behind The Fate of the Furious[image: External link], How to Be a Latin Lover, Baahubali 2: The Conclusion and The Boss Baby[image: External link].[24]
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 Critical response




On review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the film holds an approval rating of 15% based on 91 reviews, with an average rating of 4.3/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "The Circle assembles an impressive cast, but this digitally driven thriller spins aimlessly in its half-hearted exploration of timely themes."[25] On Metacritic[image: External link], the film holds a score of 43 out of 100, based on 32 critics, indicating "mixed or average reviews".[26] Audiences polled by CinemaScore[image: External link] gave the film an average grade of "D+" on an A+ to F scale.[27]

Glenn Kenny[image: External link] of The New York Times criticized the film for its repetitiveness and lack of originality: "The novel is at its most trenchantly funny when depicting the exhausting nature of virtual social life, and it’s in this area, too, that the movie gets its very few knowing laughs. But it’s plain, not much more than 15 minutes in, that without the story’s paranoid aspects you’re left with a conceptual framework that’s been lapped three times over by the likes of, say, the Joshua Cohen[image: External link] novel Book of Numbers[image: External link] or the HBO[image: External link] comedy series Silicon Valley[image: External link]".[28] Dan Callahan of The Wrap[image: External link] wrote: "The main problem with The Circle is that the evil of the tech company is made so obvious right from the start."[29] He was also critical of the film's performances, writing that Hanks and Oswalt "seem to have trouble taking their villainous roles seriously," while "Watson is unable to make the various changes that happen to Mae convincing." Eric Kohn of IndieWire[image: External link] awarded the film a C. He was especially critical of the film's tonal inconsistencies: "Recent years have seen a proliferation of deep-dive narratives on the information age, from the psychological thriller territory of Mr. Robot[image: External link] to the parodic extremes of Silicon Valley. Ponsoldt’s project is stuck in between those two extremes. On the one hand, it’s an Orwellian[image: External link] drama about surveillance[image: External link] society; at the same time, it’s a sincere workplace drama about young adulthood that shoehorns in some techno-babble for the sake of deepening its potential."[30]

Gregory Wakeman of Cinema Blend panned the film, arguing that "the movie's grand philosophical debate is so simplistic and comes from two opposing and extreme sides of the spectrum that it's basically rendered mute."[31] He also wrote: "Smug, condescending, and completely without incident, The Circle is the reason why people hate Hollywood[image: External link]." Wakeman gave the film one-and-a-half stars out of five. Likewise, Peter Travers[image: External link] of Rolling Stone[image: External link] awarded the film one star out of four. He wrote: "The Circle feels dull, dated and ripped from yesterday's headlines. It flatlines while you're watching it."[32]

Some critics enjoyed the film. John DeFore of The Hollywood Reporter, in his positive review, wrote: "The film's final message isn't as difficult to grapple with as the world we're actually living in, but that doesn't make it easy." He also described the film as "a mainstream-friendly critique of social media."[33] Owen Gleiberman[image: External link] of Variety[image: External link] was positive as well. He directed much of his praise towards the film's contemporary relevance: "You could call The Circle a dystopian thriller, yet it’s not the usual boilerplate sci-fi about grimly abstract oppressors lording it over everyone else. The movie is smarter and creepier than that; it’s a cautionary tale for the age of social-media witch hunts and compulsive oversharing. The fascist digital future the movie imagines is darkly intriguing to contemplate, because one’s main thought about it is how much of that future is already here."[34] Mick LaSalle[image: External link] of The San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link] also praised the film's timeliness: "What makes The Circle so valuable is not only that it’s showing us a ghastly possible path that the world may take, but that it articulates the mentality that could create and sustain it."[35]
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Bachelor's Degree






A bachelor's degree (from Middle Latin[image: External link] baccalaureus) or baccalaureate (from Modern Latin[image: External link] baccalaureatus) is an undergraduate[image: External link] academic degree[image: External link] awarded by colleges and universities upon completion of a course of study lasting three to seven years (depending on institution and academic discipline[image: External link]). In some institutions and educational systems, some bachelor's degrees can only be taken as graduate[image: External link] or postgraduate degrees[image: External link] after a first degree has been completed. In countries with qualifications frameworks, bachelor's degrees are normally one of the major levels in the framework (sometimes two levels where non-honours and honours bachelor's degrees are considered separately), although some qualifications titled bachelor's degrees may be at other levels (e.g. MBBS[image: External link]) and some qualifications with non-bachelor's titles may be classified as bachelor's degrees (e.g. the Scottish MA[image: External link] and Canadian MD[image: External link]).

The term bachelor[image: External link] in the 12th century referred to a knight bachelor[image: External link], who was too young or poor to gather vassals[image: External link] under his own banner[image: External link]. By the end of the 13th century, it was also used by junior members of guilds[image: External link] or universities. By folk etymology[image: External link] or wordplay, the word baccalaureus came to be associated with bacca lauri ("laurel berry") in reference to laurels[image: External link] being awarded for academic success or honours.[1]

Under the British system[image: External link], and those influenced by it, undergraduate academic degrees are differentiated as either non-honours degrees (known variously as pass degrees, ordinary degrees or general degrees) or honours degrees[image: External link], the latter sometimes denoted by the addition of "(Hons)" after the degree abbreviation.[2] An honours degree generally requires a higher academic standard than a pass degree, and in some systems an additional year of study beyond the non-honours bachelor's. In some countries, e.g. Australia[image: External link], there is a "postgraduate" bachelor's honours degree, which may be taken as a consecutive academic degree, continuing on from the completion of a bachelor's degree program in the same field, or (in a similar manner to the UK system) as part of an integrated honours program.
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 Africa




In most African countries, the university systems follow the model of their former colonizing power. For example, the Nigerian[image: External link] university system is similar to the British system, while the Ivorian[image: External link] system is akin to the French.
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 Algeria




Bachelor's degrees in Algerian universities are called "الليسانس" in Arabic or la license in French[image: External link]; the degree normally takes three years to complete and is a part of the LMD ("license", "master", "doctorate") reform, students can enroll in a bachelor's degree program in different fields of study after having obtained their baccalauréat (the national secondary education test). The degree is typically identical to the program of France's universities, as specified in the LMD reform. Bachelor's degree programs cover most of the fields in Algerian universities, except some fields, such as Medicine and Pharmaceutical Science.
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 Botswana




Bachelor's degrees at the University of Botswana[image: External link] normally take four years. The system draws on both British and American models. Degrees are classified as First Class, Second Class Division One (2:1), Second Class Division Two (2:2) and Third as in English degrees, but without being described as honours. The main degrees are named by British tradition (Arts, Science, Law, etc.), but in recent years there have been a number of degrees named after specific subjects, such as Bachelor of Library and Information.
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 Morocco




In Morocco, a bachelor's degree is referred to as al-ʾijāzah (Arabic, French: licence). The course of study takes three years, which are further divided into two cycles. The first cycle comprises the first, or propaedeutic, year. After successfully completing their first two years, students can pursue either theoretical specialization (études fondamentales) or professional specialization (études professionnelles). The second cycle is one year long, after whose completion students receive the licence d'études fondamentales or the licence professionnelle.[3] This academic degree system was introduced in September 2003.[4]
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 Nigeria




University admission is extremely competitive, with attendant advantages and disadvantages. Nonetheless, it takes four to five years to complete a bachelor's degree. In cases of poor performance, the time limit is double the standard amount of time. For example, one may not study for more than 10 years for a five-year course. Students are normally asked to leave if they must take longer. Nigerian universities offer B.Sc., B.Tech. (usually from Universities of Technology), B.Arch. (six years), and other specialized undergraduate degrees, such as B.Eng. Science undergraduate degrees may require six months or a semester dedicated to SIWES (Students Industrial Work Experience Scheme) but it is usually mandatory for all engineering degrees. A semester for project work/thesis is required, not excluding course work, during the bachelor thesis in the final year. The classifications of degrees: first-class, second-class (upper and lower), third-class (with honours; i.e., B.Sc. (Hons)) and a pass (no honours). First- and second-class graduates are immediately eligible for advanced postgraduate degrees (i.e., M.Sc. and Ph.D.), but other classes may be required for an additional postgraduate diploma before such eligibility.[5]

Furthermore, all graduating students are obliged to do the National Youth Service Corps[image: External link] (NYSC) requirement, which usually takes one year, after which they are eligible to pursue higher degrees. The NYSC is a paramilitary service that involves students' being posted to different parts of the country to serve in various capacities. Principal objectives of the NYSC are to forge national cohesion, encourage students to apply their obtained knowledge to solving problems of rural Nigeria, and others. The NYSC was established by law after the Nigerian Civil War.[6]

Polytechnical schools (polytechnics) in Nigeria are not considered universities. They are mandated to educate technicians of high calibre; they offer the OND (ordinary national diploma) and the HND (higher national diploma). The polytechnics focus very strongly on practical technical training. The B.Sc. and HND are compared in engineering circles but there are significant differences in training philosophies.

Honours degrees in Nigeria are differentiated only on the basis of performance. Honours degrees include the first-class degree, second-class degrees (upper and lower) and the third-class degree, but not the pass. All university students must do an independent research project which applies the knowledge obtained during the previous years of study.

The project work must be submitted in the semester before graduation and usually takes a significant number of points. Further course work is not precluded during the project work, but the courses are fewer and are at an advanced level. Project work is orally defended before the faculty and before peers. In the sciences and engineering a demonstration of the project is usually required. The exceptions are theoretical work, for which a media project is required.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 South Africa




In South Africa, an honours degree is an additional postgraduate qualification[image: External link] in the same area as the undergraduate major, and requires at least one further year of study as well as a research report.
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 Tunisia




In Tunisia, a bachelor's degree is referred to as al-ʾijāzah in Arabic, or la license in French[image: External link]; the degree takes three years to complete and is a part of the LMD (license, master, doctorat) reform, students can enroll in a bachelor's degree program in different fields of study after having obtained their baccalauréat (the national secondary education test). The degree is typically identical to the program of France's universities, as specified in the LMD reform. Most universities in Tunisia offer the 3-year bachelor's degree, except some fields, which are Medicine, Pharmacy, Engineering, Architecture and Bachelor of Science in Business Administration, solely offered by Tunis Business School[image: External link] and lasts 4 years.[7]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Kenya




In Kenya, university education is highly valued and supported by the government,[8] affluent individuals as well as corporate entities who demonstrate this by providing loans and scholarships to students who perform exceptionally well in their Kenya Certificate of Secondary Education (KCSE) examination. A bachelor's degree is awarded to students who successfully complete a three to seven-year course depending on the area of study. For most degree programs, a research project and an internship period after which a report is written by the student is a must before the student is allowed to graduate. In 2012, a number of select colleges were upgraded to university status in a bid to increase the intake of students into the degree program.[9]
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 Bangladesh




In Bangladesh, universities and colleges award three- and four-year degrees (three-year degrees courses are called pass courses and four-year degree courses are called honours courses[image: External link]) in science and business (B.Sc., B.B.S., B.B.A., four-year and three months[clarification needed[image: External link]], etc.) and three- and four-year degrees in arts (B.A., B.S.S., etc.). Engineering universities provide four-year degree programs for bachelor's degree courses of study (B.Sc. in Eng and B.Sc.) . Medical colleges have five-year degree programmes (MBBS, BDS). In law education there is a two-year LL.B. degree after completing three years in a B.A. program for a total of five years of study. There is also a four-year LL.B. honours degree. The Bachelor of Architecture[image: External link] (B.Arch.) and Bachelor of Pharmacy[image: External link] (B.pharm. degree are professional degrees[image: External link] awarded to students who complete a five-year course of study in the field at some universities. All of these programs begin after achieving the Higher Secondary Certificate (HSC—in total 12 years of school education).
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 China




Since the undergraduate education[image: External link] system in China[image: External link] is modeled after its American counterpart, all the degrees are adapted from those of the United States excepting the release of the degree certificate. Once a student has fulfilled his/her course requirements, a graduate certificate will be given. In order to get the degree, a student must finish and pass the dissertation[image: External link] stage; only then will he or she be awarded a degree credentialed by the Ministry of Education of the People's Republic of China[image: External link]. Four years of education is the standard length, although some private small colleges not credentialed by the Ministry of Education do offer three-year programs. Normally, about 90% of graduates are able to obtain a degree; however, no degree is awarded with excellency or honor. It is also referred to as a "Xueshi" (學士).
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 Fiji




The colonial link and the establishment of the University of the South Pacific[image: External link] in 1968 allowed the education system to follow suit from the qualification system of the Commonwealth[image: External link]. University of the South Pacific[image: External link] is the only university in the Oceania[image: External link] region to be internationally recognized outside Australia and New Zealand with its bachelor's and other awards program. It is also the highest ranked in the university ranking in the island region and also ranked above some Australian universities like the University of Canberra[image: External link], University of Sunshine Coast[image: External link] and New Zealand universities like Lincoln University[image: External link] and Waikato Institute of Technology[image: External link].[10]
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 India




Bachelor's degrees in engineering are four-year degree programmes while medical colleges are five-year degree programmes. Bachelor's degrees ( BE[image: External link], graduate in engineering, BArch, BTech, BSc) that also begin after secondary school year twelve (also called +2). The Bachelor of Technology (commonly abbreviated as BTech) is an undergraduate academic degree conferred after completion of a three or four-year programme of studies at an accredited university or accredited university-level institution. In India, the Bachelor of Technology degree is a professional engineering degree awarded after completion of four-years of extensive/vast engineering study and research.

In India, BTech. is otherwise called as BE. Some universities offer it as BTech and some as BE. However, the name of degree does not make any difference viz, as the curriculum of AICTE/UGC is standard all across. Mostly all autonomous government organisation confer a BTech degree and private institutes which are affiliated to regional universities confer BE degree. The Bachelor of Architecture (BArch) degree programme is of five years' duration while still people could pursue civil engineering which has a duration of four years its is under BTech as it known in India. The Bachelor of Science in Agriculture, BSc or is a four-year full-time degree. There are also some integrated programmes. The techno-legal degree like BTech with LLB is a six-year full-time degree course in Engineering and Law. In the general curriculum, there are three and four year programmes, with Honours track being in the four year category. A bachelor's degree (BA, BCom, BSc, BBA etc.) is awarded by the respective university to which the college is affiliated which is of three years. BCom is most commonly pursued degree in India. The duration of the course is three to four years and minimum eligibility is 10+2 from any stream. BCA (Bachelor of Computer Applications) is a degree of 3 years in India, as are journalism degrees. These in India are known by various names like BJ (Bachelor of Journalism), BCJ (Bachelor of Communication and Journalism), BMM (Bachelor of Mass Media), BJMC (Bachelor of Journalism and Mass Communication), BAJMC (Bachelor of Arts in Journalism and Mass Communication), BAMC (Bachelor of Arts in Mass Communication). Employability prospects vary by the reputation of the institute and course. A majority of BBA colleges in India offer this bachelor's degree programme in the form of a three-year course. However, there are four-year part-time courses as well. A student is eligible to study BBA in India only if s/he has passed the 10+2 level examination or higher secondary examination from a recognised board or council in the country. A BBA degree can be portrayed as the gateway to the global business sector. This authentic business management course includes subjects like the following:


	Marketing

	General Management

	Finance

	Human Resource Management (HRM)

	Statistics

	Supply Chain Management



Integrated Bachelor of Computer Application (BCA) can be pursued in India. Bachelor of Computer Applications is a three-year under-graduate degree course awarded in India in the field of Computer Applications. Some students use online or distance education programs to earn this degree.

The course aims at realising the following student objectives:


	To demonstrate a sound knowledge in key areas of computer science or industrial computing.

	To demonstrate a substantial understanding of concepts in key areas of computer science.

	To carry out the required analysis and synthesis involved in computer systems, information systems and computer applications.

	To demonstrate professional competence in developing software and in its design and implementation.

	To develop sound practical skills to enable them to addressing problems which arise from computer systems and applications.



After completion of this course, students may move on to higher studies, earning degrees such as:


	Master of Computer Application (MCA)

	Master in Business Administration (MBA)

	Master of Science in Computer Science (MScCS)

	Master of Science in Information Technology (MSc-IT)



Other students move directly to industry, working as programmers, networking professionals, graphics designers, and related positions.

Some of the institutes also provide the graduate diploma courses. A graduate diploma is basically the same thing as a graduate certificate. This terminology is more common in England, Australia, Canada, Scotland, Wales, etc., whereas "certificate" is more common in the US.
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 Iran




In Iran, provide four years of education leading to a B.Sc.
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 Indonesia




In Indonesia, most of the current bachelor's degrees are domain-specific degrees. Therefore, there are probably more than 20 bachelor's degrees. For instance, S.Psi for Sarjana Psikologi (literally translated as "Bachelor of Psychology/B.Psy., B.A."), S.T. for Sarjana Teknik (literally translated as "Bachelor of Engineering"), S.Si. for Sarjana Sains (literally translated as "Bachelor of Science"), S.Farm for Sarjana Farmasi (literally translated as "Bachelor of Pharmacy"), S.E for Sarjana Ekonomi (literally translated as "Bachelor of Economy"), S.Kom. for Sarjana Ilmu Komputer (literally translated as "Bachelor of Computer Science"), or S.Sos. for Sarjana Ilmu Sosial (literally translated as "Bachelor of Social Sciences"). In the past, the Indonesian academic system adopted the old European/western degrees, such as the Ir (inginieur) for an engineering degree and doctor's degree (doktorandus) for a degree in either social or natural sciences.
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 Jordan




Since the undergraduate education[image: External link] system in Jordan[image: External link] is modeled after its American counterpart, all the degrees are adapted from those of the United States excepting the release of the degree certificate. Once a student has fulfilled his/her course requirements, a graduate certificate will be given. In order to get the degree, a student must finish and pass the dissertation[image: External link] stage; only then will he or she be awarded a degree credentialed by the Ministry of Higher Education of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. Four years of education is the standard length.
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 Nepal




In Nepal, the bachelor's degree was initially a three-year program for courses like Bachelor of Business Studies (B.B.S.), Bachelor of Sciences (B.Sc)., Bachelor of Education (B.Ed.), Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) from Tribhuvan University, Pokhara University, Purbanchal University and other new regional university equivalent but now it is mostly a four-year program for new courses like Bachelor of Business Administration (B.B.A.), Bachelor of Business Information System (B.B.I.S.), Bachelor of Information Management(B.I.M.),Bachelor of Engineering (B.E.), Bachelor of Science in Computer Studies and Information Technology (B.Sc).C.S.I.T. Some bachelor's programs are still three years long, such as the Bachelor of Arts (B.A) and Bachelor of Education (B.Ed). It is completed after 10+2 level (High School). Bachelor of Business Administration (B.B.A), Bachelor of Information Management (B.I.M.), Bachelor of Business Information Systems (B.B.I.S.), Bachelor of Engineering, and Bachelor of Science in Computer Science and Information Technology (B.Sc.C.S.I.T.) are a few popular bachelor's degree programs. B.Sc. and B.B.Sc. have recently turned into four year programs from three year programs. In Nepal, Tribhuvan University as an oldest and biggest University based on number of student and academic department, Kathmandu University[image: External link], Purbanchal University[image: External link], Pokhara University[image: External link], Nepal Sanskrit University[image: External link] and other new regional universities are operating currently. M.B.A. and B.B.A. from all universities are examined under the system of Percentage and G.P.A, and traditional university courses are accessed on division base like pass division, second division, first division and distinction. In Nepal, there is no top up, honours and exchange or related tie up degree courses authorised and practiced by Nepalese Government and other educational Institution but these day, Affiliation from foreign universities, online and distance mode is popular in modern working youth population. M.B.A., B.B.A., B. Pharm., B. Sc. Nursing, Bachelor of Nursing (B.N.), B. E. has a trending professional demand in Nepalese market.
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 Malaysia




Institutes of higher learning in Malaysia provide three or four years of education leading to a B.Sc. Hons Degree. The standards of categorization is almost consistent among Malaysian Universities. Candidates who excel in their academic results will be awarded a First Class Bachelor Hons Degree (usually 3.67 CGPA and above), followed by Class Second Upper (usually between 3.00-3.66 CGPA), Class Second Lower (usually 2.50-2.99 CGPA), Class Three (usually 2.00-2.49 CGPA) and General Degree (Without Honours), for usually 1.99 and below CGPA candidates.
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 Pakistan




In Pakistan, arts, commerce and science colleges provide four-year bachelor's degrees (BA, BSc, BBA, BCom etc.). Generally these programs are of four years duration as elsewhere in the world and begin after completing higher secondary school education by receiving a Higher Secondary School Certificate (HSSC) acknowledging one's twelve years of study by the respective board. After successful completion of these programs, a bachelor's degree is awarded by the respective university. Some colleges are affiliated with a university (mostly a public sector university) and teach a part-time degree equals to fourteen years of education such as a two-year BA, BCom etc. A student may enroll in a two years BA, BCom as well as a four-year BA as an external candidate (external candidates are enrolled for examination and study program on self basis[clarification needed[image: External link]] or through private tuition providers). Main universities offering these two programs are University of the Punjab[image: External link] and University of Karachi[image: External link] where more than 50,000 students appear in BA and BCom exam as external candidates.

Engineering and medical colleges provide four and five-year degree programs respectively for bachelor's degrees (BE/BS/BSc Eng and MBBS) that also begin after higher secondary school year 12. The Bachelor of Architecture (BArch) degree program is of five years' duration.
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 Philippines




In the Philippines, where the term "course" is commonly used to refer to a bachelor's degree major, course of study or program, several undergraduate categories exist—the two most common degrees awarded being Bachelor of Science (B.Sc.) and Bachelor of Arts (B.A. or A.B.). Specializations ("majors") in economics, business administration, social work, agriculture, nursing, accountancy, architecture and engineering are offered as B.S. degrees in most colleges and universities. The latter three specializations require five years of schooling, in contrast to the standard of four years. Other common degrees are Bachelor in Education (B.Ed.) and Bachelor of Laws (LL.B., a professional degree). Being patterned after the United States, all universities and colleges offer graduation with honors—cum laude, magna cum laude, and summa cum laude.
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 Republic of Korea




Universities[image: External link], colleges[image: External link], and institutions of higher learning provide the bachelor's degree, called 'haksa' ( Korean[image: External link]: 학사). For example, a university student who majored in literature and graduates obtains a B.A., called 'munhaksa' ( Korean[image: External link]: 문학사). Even if he or she does not go to an institution of higher learning, a person can get a bachelor's degree through the Bachelor's Degree Examination for Self-Education[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Sri Lanka




Recognised institutes of higher learning only are authorised to award degrees in Sri Lanka. Three years full-time bachelor's degree without an area of specialization is known as a general degree. A degree with a specialization (in accounting, chemistry, plant biotechnology, zoology, physics, engineering, IT, law, etc.) is known as a special degree and requires four years of study and more entrance qualifications. A degree in medicine, an M.B.B.Sc., requires a minimum of six years.
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 Oceania
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 Australia




In Australia, a "bachelor degree"[11] is normally a three to four-year program, leading to a qualification at level 7 of the Australian Qualifications Framework[image: External link].[12] Entry to a number of professions, such as law practice and teaching, require a bachelor's degree (a 'professional' degree). Other degrees, such as Bachelor of Arts don't necessarily elicit entry into a profession, though many organisations require a bachelor's degree for employment.

A one-year postgraduate bachelor honours degree[image: External link] at can be achieved as a consecutive stand-alone course following a bachelor's degree in the same field, or as an additional year as part of a bachelor's degree program.[12] The honours course is normally only open to those who do well in their bachelor's degree program and involves study at a more advanced level than that bachelor's degree.[13] Both the bachelor and bachelor honours degrees are aligned with level 6 of the EQF[image: External link], the same as British and Irish bachelor's degrees with and without honours, and other Bologna Process[image: External link] first cycle qualifications.[14]

Some bachelor's degrees (e.g. engineering and environmental science) include an integrated honours degree as part of a four-year program. Honours is generally for students who want to take up a research track for postgraduate studies[image: External link], and increasingly for those who want an extra edge in the job market. Marking scales for Honours differ; generally, First Class Honours (85–100%) denotes an excellent standard of achievement; Second Class Division 1 (75-84%) a high standard; Second Class Division 2 (65–74%) a good standard; Third Class (50–64%) satisfactory standard; a final mark below 50% is a fail of the course.

Bachelor honours degrees include a major Independent research component, allowing students to develop skills that will enable them to proceed to further study or to work in research roles in industry.[15] First-class or second-class (upper division) honours are generally required for entry into doctoral programs (e.g. PhDs, etc.); an alternative route to doctoral study is via a "masters degree".[16][17]
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 New Zealand




In New Zealand, only recognised institutions—usually universities and polytechnics—have degree-awarding powers.

Most bachelor's degrees are three years full-time, but certain degrees, such as the Bachelor of Laws and the Bachelor of Engineering degrees, require four years of study. A Bachelor of Medicine degree requires a minimum of six years.

Where students opt to study two bachelor's degrees simultaneously—referred to as a "conjoint degree" or "double degree[image: External link]"—an extra year of study is added. The number of years of study required is determined based on the degree with the greatest number of years. For example, a B.Com. degree requires three years of full-time study, but a double B.Com.–LL.B. degree will require five years of full-time study because the LL.B. degree is four years long. Exceptional students may choose to complete a degree in a shorter amount of time by taking on extra courses, usually with the help of summer school. Students who complete a double degree program will have two separate bachelor's degrees at the end of their studies.

Consistently high-performing students may also be invited to complete the 'honours' program. This usually requires an extra year of study with an extra honours dissertation. An honors award is credited with "Hons." (e.g., Bachelor of Laws (Hons.)). Some degrees also offer a Post Graduate Diploma, which often consists of the same workload, but with added flexibility. PGDip does not usually require a dissertation. However, the student may complete one if desired. A diploma award is credited with 'PGDip' and the name of the degree (for example, 'PGDipArts' or 'PGDipScience'.
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 The Americas




Usually the region presents bachelor's, Master's, doctoral, and postdoctoral degrees.
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 Canada




Education in Canada is governed independently by each province and territory, however a common framework for degrees was agreed by the. Council of Ministers of Education, Canada in 2007. This adopted descriptors for bachelor's, master's and doctoral degrees that were deliberately similar to those defined by the Bologna Process[image: External link].[18]

Under the framework, four general forms of bachelor's degree are defined: general programs providing a broad education and preparing graduates for graduate-entry professional programs or employment generally; in-depth academic programs in a specific subject that prepare graduates for postgraduate study in the field or employment generally; applied programs that concentrate on a mastery of practice rather than knowledge; and professional programs, often (but not exclusively) graduate-entry, that prepare graduates to practice as professionals in a specific field. It should be noted that this last category included graduate-entry degrees titled as if they were doctorates, such as MD, JD and DDS degrees – despite their names, these are considered bachelor's degrees.[18]

Bachelor's degrees may take either three or four years to complete and are awarded by colleges and universities. In many universities and colleges bachelor´s degrees are differentiated either as bachelor´s or as honours bachelor´s degrees. The term "Honours" is an academic distinction, which indicates that students must achieve their bachelor's degree with a sufficiently high overall grade point average; in addition, some programs may require more education than non-honours programs. The honours degrees are sometimes designated with the abbreviation in brackets of '(Hon(s))'.

In Quebec, students have to go through a minimum of two years of college[image: External link] before entering, for example, a three-year Bachelor of Science (B.Sc.) or a four-year Bachelor of Engineering (B.Eng.) program. As a consequence, there is no de jure "honors degree" (although some universities market some of their programs as being de facto honors degrees in their English-language materials[citation needed[image: External link]]), but there are some specializations called "concentrations" in French, which are mostly taken as optional courses.

In the province of Ontario, the vast majority of bachelor's degrees offered by Ontario universities[image: External link] are academic in nature. On the other hand, Ontario provincial legislation requires bachelor's degrees offered by Ontario colleges[image: External link] to be applied and vocationally-focused[19]
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 United States




Bachelor's degrees in the United States are typically designed to be completed in four years of full-time study, although some programs (such as engineering or architecture)[20] usually take five, and some universities and colleges allow ambitious students (usually with the help of summer school, who are taking many classes each semester, and/or who have existing credit from high school Advanced Placement[image: External link] or International Baccalaureate[image: External link] course exams) to complete them in as little as three years. Some US colleges and universities have a separate academic track known as an "honors" or "scholars" program, generally offered to the top percentile of students (based on GPA[image: External link]), that offers more challenging courses or more individually directed seminars or research projects in lieu of the standard core curriculum[image: External link]. Those students are awarded the same bachelor's degree as students completing the standard curriculum but with the notation in cursu honorum[image: External link] on the transcript[image: External link] and the diploma[image: External link]. Usually, the above Latin honors are separate from the notation for this honors course, but a student in the honors course generally must maintain grades worthy of at least the cum laude notation anyway.[21] Hence, a graduate might receive a diploma Artium Baccalaureatum rite or Artium Baccalaureatum summa cum laude in the regular course or Artium Baccalaureatum summa cum laude in cursu honorum in the honors course.

If the student has completed the requirements for an honors degree only in a particular discipline (e.g., English language and literature), the degree is designated accordingly (e.g., B.A. with Honors in English). In this case, the degree candidate will complete the normal curriculum for all subjects except the selected discipline ("English," in the preceding example). The requirements in either case usually require completion of particular honors seminars, independent research at a level higher than usually required (often with greater personal supervision by faculty than usual), and a written honors thesis in the major subject.

Many universities and colleges in the United States award bachelor's degrees with Latin honors[image: External link], usually (in ascending order) cum laude[image: External link] ("with honor/praise"), magna cum laude[image: External link] ("with great honor/praise"), summa cum laude[image: External link] ("with highest honor/praise"), and the occasionally seen maxima cum laude[image: External link] ("with maximal honor/praise"). Requirements for such notations of honors generally include minimum grade point averages[image: External link] (GPA), with the highest average required for the summa distinction (or maxima, when that distinction is present). In the case of some schools, such as Bates College[image: External link], Colby College[image: External link], Middlebury College[image: External link], Guilford College[image: External link], Franklin College Switzerland[image: External link], and larger universities like the University of Virginia[image: External link], Princeton University[image: External link], North Carolina State University[image: External link], University of Massachusetts Amherst[image: External link], a senior thesis[image: External link] for degrees in the humanities[image: External link] or laboratory[image: External link] research[image: External link] for natural science[image: External link] (and sometimes social science[image: External link]) degrees is also required. Five notable exceptions are Reed College[image: External link], Massachusetts Institute of Technology[image: External link], The Evergreen State College[image: External link], Sarah Lawrence College[image: External link], and Bennington College[image: External link], which do not have deans' lists, Latin honors recognitions, or undergraduate honors programs or subjects.
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 Mexico




Bachelor's degrees may take an average of five years (from four to five years) to complete depending on the course load and the program and they are awarded by colleges and universities. Medicine is from 6 to 7 years. Each college has its own curriculum and requirements with an emphasis of their choice, governed independently by each state of the republic. After finishing all the subjects the student require a final work, which means the completion of particular honors seminars, research and development or a written thesis in a particular field. Mexico's regulations established as an obligation in order to receive their license and title the fulfillment of a "Social Service" to the nation (usually for those who finished their studies in a public institution) as a remuneration to society in the form of social actions, the benefits, as students, were received during training. This requirement takes about six months to one year depending on the type of degree. Bachelor's degree should not be falsely related with its Spanish cognate "Bachiller", which designate a prerequisite for matriculate in a career or bachelor studies. The official name for a bachelor's degree in Mexico is "Licenciado" and such studies are referred as "Licenciatura".

Bachelor's degrees should not be confused with Engineering Degrees[image: External link], where an Ingeniería is prefixed to the name and requieres additional courses for certification as an Engineer.
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 Brazil




See also: Universities and higher education in Brazil[image: External link]


In Brazil, a bachelor's degree takes from three years to six years to complete depending on the course load and the program. A bachelor's degree is the title sought by Brazilians in order to be a professional in a certain area of human knowledge. Master's and doctoral degrees are additional degrees for those seeking an academic career or a specific understanding of a field.

Even without a formal adhesion to the Bologna[image: External link] system, a Brazilian "bachelor's" would correspond to a European "first cycle." A Brazilian "bachelor's" takes three to six years[22] for completion, as well as usually a written monograph or concluding project, in the same way that a European bachelor's can be finished in three to four years, after which time Europeans may embark on a one- to two-year 2nd cycle program usually called a "Master's", according to the Bologna Process[image: External link].

Depending on programs and personal choices, Europeans can achieve a master's degree in as little as four years (a three-year bachelor's and a one-year Master's) and as long as six years (a four-year bachelor's, a two-year Master's) of higher education. In Brazil it would be possible to have a specialization "lato-sensu" degree—which differs from a Brazilian "stricto-sensu" master's degree—in as little as three years (two years for a "tecnólogo"[23] degree and an additional year for a specialization) or as long as eight years (six years for professional degrees, plus two years for a master's "stricto-sensu" degree—typical in medicine or engineering).
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 Colombia




In Colombia, secondary school has two milestones, in 9th and 11th grades. After completing the first 4 years of secondary school (6th, 7th, 8th and 9th grades), a student is considered to have completed the basic secondary school while after completed the last two years (10th and 11th grades) is considered to have completed "bachillerato" or high school diploma.

This degree can be only academic (the most common) or:


	military, given by military specialised schools and gives the opportunity for male students not to go to obligatory military service.

	commercial, which grants students focussed skills on accountancy.

	technical, which grants students focussed skills on technical abilities such in electricity, mechanics and related matters.

	Academic, which grants students focussed skills on elementary education.



After graduating from high-school, hopeful students must present a nationwide exam that determines their eligibility to apply for their desired program, depending on the score the student achieves on the exam. In Colombia, the system of academic degrees is similar to the US model. After completing their "bachillerato" (high school), students can take one of three options. The first one is called a "Profesional" (professional career), which is similar to a bachelor's degree requiring from four to six years of study according to the chosen program, However, strictly-career-related subjects are taken from the very beginning unlike US where focused career-related subjects usually are part of the curriculum from the third year. The other option is called a "Técnico" (technician); this degree consists of only two and a half years of study and prepares the student for technical or mechanical labors. Finally, the third option is called a "Tecnólogo" (equivalent to an associate degree), and consist of 3 years of study. A technical school gives to the student, after a program of two years, an under graduate degree[image: External link] in areas like software development, networks and IT, accountancy, nursing and other areas of health services, mechanics, electricity and technic-like areas.

Universities offer graduate degrees in ICFES endorsed programs like medicine, engineering, laws, accountancy, business management and other professional areas. A typical undergraduate program usually takes 10 or 11 semesters and some (i.e. medicine) require an additional period of service or practice to apply for the degree. A student who has obtained an undergraduate degree can opt to continue studying a career after completing their undergraduate degree by continuing onto Master's and Doctorate degrees. They can also choose to a specialization in certain fields of study by doing an extra year.

ICFES is the national authority for the education quality. A complete list of under graduate and graduate programs approved by ICFES can be found here: http://snies.mineducacion.gov.co/consultasnies/programa/buscar.jsp?control=0.09832581685767972[image: External link]
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 Guyana




In Guyana, the universities offer Bachelor programs in different streams like Bachelor of Atrs (B.A), Bachelor of Science in Nursing, Design and Arts, Liberal Arts, Psychology, Doctor of Medicine (MD) and other health science programs. These programs are delivered by University of Guyana, Texila American University[image: External link], Green Heart Medical University, Lesley university and many more offers these bachelor programs.
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 Costa Rica, El Salvador and Venezuela




See also: Education in Costa Rica[image: External link], Education in El Salvador[image: External link], and Education in Venezuela[image: External link]


In these countries, there are two titles that should not be confused:


	High school students who pass their bachillerato exams obtain a certificate of Bachiller en Educación Secundaria ("bachelor's degree in secondary education"), which is needed in order to enter a university and is usually requested by companies in their profiles.

	University students obtain a licenciatura degree in their respective fields after completing four years of education, five in Venezuela and El Salvador, (and meeting other requisites unique to each institution), enabling them to work as professionals in their chosen areas; for example, a Bachiller en Enseñanza Secundaria ("bachelor's degree in secondary teaching") enables a person to work as a high school teacher. Currently, the trend is for universities not to offer a bachelor's degree and to offer instead a licentiate[image: External link]'s or "Ingeniero" degree after five years of education.
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 Europe




Bachelor's degrees exist in almost every country in Europe. However, these degrees were only recently introduced in some Continental European[image: External link] countries, where bachelor's degrees were unknown before the Bologna process[image: External link]. Undergraduate programs in Europe overall lead to the following most widely accepted degrees:


	Bachelor of Science degree (B.Sc.), 35%–40% of undergraduate programs;

	Bachelor of Arts degree (B.A.), 30%–35% of undergraduate programs;

	Bachelor of Laws degree (LL.B.), 1% of total programs, however widely accepted in the law discipline.



The rest of the programmes typically lead to Bachelor of Engineering degree (B.Eng.), Bachelor of Business Administration degree (B.B.A.), or other variants. Also, associate degrees[image: External link] are rising in popularity on the undergraduate level in Europe.

On a per-country, per-discipline and sometimes even per-institute basis, the duration of an undergraduate degree program is typically three or four years, but can range anywhere from three to six years. This is an important factor in the student's decision-making process.
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 Austria




The historical situation in Austria was very similar to that in Germany, with the traditional first degrees being the Magister and the Diplom, which are master's-level qualifications. From 2004, bachelor's degrees have been reintroduced as part of the Bologna Process[image: External link] reforms. These can be studied at universities, leading to a bachelor's degree (BA or BSc) after three or four years, and at Fachhochschulen[image: External link] (universities of applied science), leading to a Bachelor (FH) after three years.[24]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Belgium




Education in Belgium[image: External link] is run by the language communities, with separate higher education systems being administered by the Flemish Community[image: External link] and the French Community[image: External link]. Both systems have been reformed to align with the Bologna Process[image: External link], the Flemish Community from 2003 and the French Community from 2004. In the Flemish Community, bachelor's degrees may be either academic or professional. These degrees last three years, and may be followed in both cases by a more advanced Bachelor-na-bachelor diploma, lasting one year (c.f. the Australian bachelor honours degree). All of these qualifications are at level 6 on the EQF[image: External link], to which the Flemish Qualification Framework was referenced in June 2011. In the French Community, universities award grade de bachelier (3 years) as the equivalent of bachelor's degrees. Outside of universities, professional programs may be type long (long type) or type court (short type), both of which are offered at Hautes Ecoles and Ecoles Supérieures des Arts. The type long takes in a grade de bachelier (type long) (3 years), which is followed by a master degree (1 or 2 years), while the type court has a grade de bachelier professionnalisant (type court) (3 years), which may be followed by a bachelier de spécialisation (1 year). All bachelier degrees (including the bachelier de spécialisation) are equivalent to level 6 of the EQF, but have not been formally referenced.[25]
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 Croatia




Most universities and colleges in Croatia today offer a three-year bachelor program, which can be followed up typically with a two-year master's (graduate) program.


	Upon completion of undergraduate professional studies, students are awarded the professional title of Professional Bachelor, abbreviated bacc. (baccalaureus or stručni prvostupnik in Croatian) with a reference to a specialisation.

	Undergraduate university studies normally last for three to four years and upon completion, students are awarded an academic title of Bachelor, abbreviated univ. bacc. (baccalaureus or sveučilišni prvostupnik in Croatian).[26]




Academies that specialize in the arts[image: External link], e. g. the Academy of Fine Arts[image: External link] in Zagreb, have four-year bachelor's programs followed by a one-year master's.
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 Czech Republic




Historically, the baccalareus was the undergraduate degree awarded to students who graduated from the course of trivium[image: External link] ( grammar[image: External link], dialectic[image: External link] and rhetoric[image: External link]) at a faculty of liberal arts (either at the Charles University[image: External link] or at the University of Olomouc[image: External link]). It was a necessary prerequisite to continue either with the faculty of liberal arts ( quadrivium[image: External link] leading to a master's degree[image: External link] and further to a doctoral degree) or to study at one of the other three historical faculties—law, medicine or theology.

A bachelor's degree, abbreviated Bc.A., in the field of fine arts, and Bc. (Bakalář in Czech) in other fields is awarded for accredited undergraduate programs at universities and colleges.

The vast majority of undergraduate programmes offered in the Czech Republic have a standard duration of three years.

In the Czech tertiary education system, most universities and colleges today offer a three-year bachelor program, which can be followed up typically with a two-year master's (graduate) program. Some specializations, such as doctors of medicine and veterinary doctors, hold exceptions from the general system in that the only option is a six-year master's program with no bachelor stage (graduate with title doctor). This is due mainly to the difficulty of meaningfully splitting up the education for these specialisations.
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 Denmark




The bachelor's degree was re-introduced at universities in Denmark in 1993, after the original degree (baccalaureus) was abandoned in 1775. The bachelor's degree is awarded after three or four years of study at a university and follows a scheme quite similar to the British one. Two bachelor's degrees are given at the university level today:


	Bachelor of Science (B.Sc.), awarded to students with main focus on scientific, medical, or technical areas;

	Bachelor of Arts (B.A.), awarded to students whose main focus is on humanistic, theological, or jurisprudence areas.



However, both in the business and the academic world in Denmark, the bachelor's degree is still considered to be "the first half" of a master's ( candidatus[image: External link]). It is often not considered a degree in its own right .[citation needed[image: External link]], despite the politicians' best attempts to make it more accepted.

The bachelor's degree has also been used since the late 1990s in a number of areas like nursing and teaching. Usually referred to as a "Professional Bachelor" (Danish: professionsbachelor), these degrees usually require 3 to 4½ years of combined theoretical and practical study at a so-called "(professional) university college"[image: External link] (Danish: professionshøjskole). These professional bachelor's degrees do grant access to some university Master's program. These professional bachelor's degrees are considered to be a full education.
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 Faroe Islands




Bachelor's degrees in the Faroe Islands are much the same as in Denmark.
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 France




See also: Licentiate § France[image: External link]


The traditional bachelor's degree is the equivalent of the French Maîtrise four-year degree. Since the new European system of 2004 LMD Bologna process was founded, it has become standard to recognize a bachelor's degree over three years with a licence[image: External link] degree, a master's degree over five years, and a doctorate over eight years.

Some private institutions are however literally naming their degrees Bachelor's, Master's and Executive, such as the Bordeaux MBA/Collège International de Bordeaux. Not all of them are yet accredited by the French State, but offer similar course subjects, structures and methods to those found in Anglo-Saxon institutions.
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 Germany




Historically, Bachelor's degrees, called "Bakkalaureus", originally existed in Germany since the late middle ages. They were abolished up until 1820 as part of educational reforms at this time. The Abitur[image: External link] degree—the final degree received in school after a specialized 'college phase' of two years—replaced it, and universities only awarded graduate degrees.

The Magister[image: External link] degree, a graduate degree, was awarded after five years of study. In 1899, a second graduate degree, the Diplom[image: External link], was introduced when the Technische Hochschulen[image: External link] (TH) received university status. Since the introduction of the universities of applied sciences[image: External link], a shortened version of the latter, referred to as Diplom (FH) and designed to take three to four years, was introduced between 1969 and 1972.

However, to comply with the European Bologna process, in 1998 a new educational law reintroduced the bachelor's degree (first degree after three years of study) in Germany. Today, these degrees can be called either "Bakkalaureus" or "Bachelor" (in accordance with federal law), but the English term is more common. According to the Bologna modell, the Bachelor is followed by the post-graduate Master degree of another two years. The traditional degrees of Diplom and Magister were mostly abolished in 2010, the Diplom still remains in a few subjects and universities and has been reintroduced as alternative degree in some places.

The traditional degrees have been re-mapped to the new European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System[image: External link] (ECTS) point system to make them comparable to the new bachelor's degree. Traditional and Bologna process degrees are ranked as follows in Germany:


	Bachelor: 180, 210, or 240 ECTS points required;

	Diplom Uni or TH: 300 ECTS;

	Master: 300 ECTS (including bachelor).
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 Italy




The old four-, five-, or six-year laurea[image: External link] system was discontinued in the early 2000s as per the Bologna process[image: External link], with some exceptions such as law school or medical school. The bachelor's degree, called " Laurea[image: External link]", takes three years to complete (note that Italian students graduate from high school at age 19) and grants access to graduate degrees (known as "Laurea Magistrale[image: External link]"). In order to graduate, students must earn 180 credits ( ECTS[image: External link]) and write a thesis for which students have to elaborate on an argument under the supervision of a professor (generally from three to eight ECTS). Graduation marks go from 66 to 110. According to each faculty internal ruling, a lode may be awarded to candidates with a 110/110 mark for recognition of the excellence of the final project.
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 Macedonia




In 2003, the German-style education system was changed to conform to the ECTS because of the Bologna process. The existing academic degree granted with a diploma was transformed into a baccalaureus (bachelor's degree). The universities usually award a bachelor's degree after three years (following which, a master's degree will be two years long) or four years (following which, a master's degree will be one year long).
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 Netherlands




In the Netherlands, the Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts degrees were introduced in 2002. Until that time, a single program that led to the doctorandus[image: External link] degree was in effect, which comprised the same course load as the bachelor's and Master's programs put together. (The doctorandus title was in use for almost all fields of study; other titles were used for legal studies (meester) and engineering ( ingenieur[image: External link]).) Those who had already started the doctorandus program could, upon completing it, opt for the doctorandus degree (before their name, abbreviated to 'drs.'), or simply use the master's degree (behind their name) in accordance with the new standard. Since these graduates do not have a separate bachelor's degree (which is in fact—in retrospect—incorporated into the program), the master's degree is their first academic degree.

In 2003/2004, the Dutch degree system was changed because of the Bologna process. Former degrees included:


	
baccalaureus (bc. for bachelor, corresponding to a B.A.Sc. or B.A.A. degree, it may be formally rendered as "B", followed by the specialization field, instead of "bc.")

	
doctorandus (prefix abbreviated to drs.; it corresponds to M.A. or M.Sc., but it may be formally rendered as M instead of drs.),[27]




ingenieur


	ing. for graduates of the four-year courses offered by Dutch higher vocational colleges (HBO, that is; hoger beroepsonderwijs) see: university of applied science[image: External link]. It is similar to a B.A.Sc., B.Eng., B.B.E., B.A.S. or B.I.C.T. (B.I.T.), and it may be formally rendered as B followed by the specialization field, instead of ing.

	ir. for those having graduated from technical university after a minimum of five years, corresponding to a M.Sc., but it may be formally rendered as M, instead of ir.),

	
meester in de rechten (mr.; it corresponds to LL.M., but it may be formally rendered as M instead of mr.) and

	
doctor (dr.; it corresponds to Ph.D., but it may formally be rendered as D instead of dr.)[28] are still granted along with their international equivalents.[29]




While the titles ing., bc., ir., mr., drs. and dr. are used before one's own name, the degrees B, M or D are mentioned after one's name. It is still allowed to use the traditional titles.

Whether a bachelor's degree is granted by a hogeschool or university is highly relevant since these parallel systems of higher education have traditionally served somewhat different purposes, with the vocational colleges mainly concentrating on skills and practical training. A B.A. or B.Sc. from a university grants 'immediate' entry into a master's program. Moreover, this is usually considered a formality to allow students to switch to foreign universities master's programs. Meanwhile, those having completed a HBO from a vocational college, which represented the highest possible level of vocational education available, can only continue to a "master's" on completion of a challenging year of additional study, which in itself can serve as a type of selection process, with the prospective M.Sc. students being required to cover a great deal of ground in a single year.

Recently, HBO (vocational) master's degrees have been introduced in the Netherlands. Graduates thereof may use neither the extension "of Arts" (M.A.) nor "of Science" (M.Sc.). They may use an M followed by the field of specialization (e.g., M.Des).

This year of study to "convert" from the vocational to academic (WO-wetenschappelijk onderwijs, literally "scientific education") is also known as a "bridge" or "premasters" year. Note that despite the use of the terminology "university of applied science" the higher vocational colleges are not considered to be "universities" within the Netherlands.

Important aspects of Dutch bachelor's degree courses (and others) relative to some of those offered abroad include:


	Duration. While in many countries courses are completed in a given time under normal circumstances, degree courses offered at some (though by no means all) Dutch institutions, including the most prestigious, can only be completed in three years by the best performing students.

	Academic year. The Dutch academic year has a formal duration of 42 weeks. In practice students are often expected and required to spend a great deal of the "free" time revising for examinations. This is not always true elsewhere, as in many countries a very long summer break is taken and/or examinations are before the winter break rather than after.

	Learning curve. Some education systems, notably the British one, involve a gentle introduction during the first year. This is generally not the case in the Netherlands, with the difficulty level in the first year serving as a type of "self-selection" with less committed and less able students routinely finding it difficult to keep up.



In February, 2011, the Dutch State Secretary of Education decided to adhere to the recommendations written in a report by the Veerman Commission. In the near future, the distinction between academic and higher vocational degrees will disappear.
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 Poland




In Poland, the licentiate degree[image: External link] corresponds to the bachelor's degree in Anglophone countries. In Polish, it is called licencjat. To obtain the licencjat degree, one must complete three years of study. There is also a similar degree called engineer (Inżynier) which differs from the licencjat in that it is awarded by technical universities and the program usually lasts for 3.5 years. After that, the student can continue education for 2 or 1.5 years, respectively, to obtain the Polish magisterium degree, which corresponds to a master's degree.
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 Portugal




Presently, the Portuguese equivalent of a bachelor's degree is the licenciatura, awarded after three years of study (four in some few cases) at an accredited university or polytechnical institution[image: External link]. It is an undergraduate first study cycle program which is required to advance into further studies such as master's degree programs.

Before the Bologna process (2006/2007), the bacharelato (bachelor's degree) existed in the Portuguese higher education system. It required three years of study, being roughly equivalent to the present licenciatura. At that time, the licenciatura referred to a licentiate[image: External link]'s degree (equivalent to the present master's degree), which required usually five years of study. A licenciatura could also be obtained by performing two years of study after obtaining a bacharelato.

Today, the former and current licenciatura degrees are referred in Portugal, respectively, as pre-Bologna and post-Bologna licenciaturas.
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 Russia, Ukraine, Azerbaijan and Armenia




The specialist's degree[image: External link] ( Russian[image: External link]: специалист), ( Ukrainian[image: External link]: спецiалiст) was the first academic distinction in the Soviet Union[image: External link], awarded to students upon completion of five-year studies at the university level. The degree can be compared both to the bachelor's and master's degree. In the early 1990s, Bakalavr (Бакалавр, "bachelor") degrees were introduced in all the countries of the Commonwealth of Independent States[image: External link] except Turkmenistan. After the bakalavr degree (usually four years), one can earn a master's degree (another one or two years) while preserving the old five-year specialist scheme.
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 Spain




In Spain, due to the ongoing transition to a model compliant with the Bologna agreement[image: External link], exact equivalents to the typical Anglo-Saxon bachelor's degree and master's degree are being implemented progressively. Currently, there is an undergraduate bachelor's degree called "Título de Grado" or simply "Grado" (its duration generally being four years), a postgraduate master's degree called "Título de Máster" or "Máster" (between one and two years), and a doctor's degree called "Título de Doctor" or "Doctorado". The "Título de Grado" is now the prerequisite to access to a Master study. The "Título de Máster" is now the prerequisite to access to doctoral studies, and its duration and the kind of institutions that can teach these programs are regulated in the framework of the European Higher Education Area[image: External link].

Up until 2009/2010, the system was split into three categories of degrees. There were the so-called first-cycle degrees: "Diplomado" or "Ingeniero Técnico", with nominal durations varying between three and four years; there were also second-cycle degrees: "Licenciado" or "Ingeniero" with nominal durations varying between four and six years; and finally the third-cycle degrees: "Doctor." The official first-cycle degrees are comparable in terms of duration, scope, and educational outcomes to an Anglo-Saxon bachelor's degree. Meanwhile, the second-cycle degrees are comparable in terms of duration, scope, and educational outcomes to an Anglo-Saxon bachelor's + Master's degrees combination if compared with the Anglo-Saxon system. In this traditional system the access to doctoral studies was granted only to the holders of "Licenciado", "Ingeniero" or "Arquitecto" (second-cycle) degrees, and the "Master" or "Magister" titles were unregulated (so, there coexisted so-called "Master" programs with different durations, from some months to two years, backed by universities or centers without any official recognition) and only the reputation of the program/institution could back them.
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 Sweden




The Swedish equivalent of a bachelor's degree is called kandidatexamen. It is earned after three years of studies, of which at least a year and a half in the major subject. A thesis of at least 15 ECTS credits must be included in the degree. Previously, there was a Bachelor of Law degree (juris kandidat) which required 4.5 years of study, but this degree now has a new name, juristexamen (and is now a master's degree called "Master of Laws").
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 Switzerland




Like Austria and Germany, Switzerland did not have a tradition of bachelor's and master's degrees. In 2003, after the application of the Bologna process, bachelor's and graduate master's degrees replaced the old degrees. As of 1 December 2005 the Rectors' Conference of the Swiss Universities granted holders of a lizentiat or diploma the right to use the corresponding master title. As of 2006, certificates of equivalence are issued by the university that issued the original degree. Currently three to four years of study are required to be awarded a bachelor's degree. A master's degree will require another two to three years of coursework and a thesis.
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 United Kingdom




The bachelor's degree is the standard undergraduate degree in the United Kingdom, with the most common degrees being the bachelor of arts (BA) and bachelor of science (BSc). Most bachelor's degree courses (apart from the very rare postgraduate awards, and those in medicine[image: External link], dentistry[image: External link] and veterinary science[image: External link]) lead to honours degrees[image: External link], with ordinary degrees generally only being awarded to those who do not meet the required pass mark for an honours degree. With the exception of the postgraduate bachelor's degrees and bachelor's degrees in medicine, dentistry and veterinary science, UK bachelor's degrees (whether honours or non-honours) are first cycle (end of cycle) qualifications under the Bologna Process[image: External link]. Postgraduate bachelor's degrees and bachelor's degrees in medicine, dentistry and veterinary science are second cycle (end of cycle) qualifications. Some bachelor's degrees in medicine, dentistry and veterinary science offer intercalated degrees en route to the final qualification.[30][31][32]

Bachelor's degrees should not be confused with baccalaureate qualifications, which derive their name from the same root. In the UK, baccalaureate qualifications, e.g. International Baccalaureate[image: External link], Welsh Baccalaureate[image: External link], English Baccalaureate[image: External link], are gained at secondary schools rather than being degree-level qualifications.

Until the 19th century, a bachelor's degree represented the first degree in a particular faculty, with Arts representing undergraduate study, thus the Bachelor of Civil Law (BCL) at Oxford and the Bachelor of Laws (LLB) at Cambridge, for example, were postgraduate degrees. Vestiges of this system still remain in the ancient universities, with Oxford and Cambridge awarding BAs for undergraduate degrees in both arts and sciences (although both award undergraduate BTh degrees through associated theological colleges[image: External link], and Oxford awards BFA degrees in addition to the BA) and defining other bachelor's degrees (e.g. BPhil, BCL) as postgraduate awards equivalent to master's degrees[image: External link],[33][34] although many postgraduate bachelor's degrees have now been replaced by equivalent master's degrees (e.g. LLM for the LLB at Cambridge and MSc for the BSc at Oxford).[35][36] The same historical usage of indicating an undergraduate degree by it being in the faculty of arts rather than being a bachelor's degree gives rise to the Oxbridge MA[image: External link] and the Scottish MA[image: External link]).

Common bachelor's degrees and abbreviations:


	
Bachelor of Arts[image: External link]: BA

	
Bachelor of Science[image: External link]: BSc

	
Bachelor of Laws[image: External link]: LLB

	
Bachelor of Civil Law[image: External link]: BCL

	
Bachelor of Engineering[image: External link]: BEng

	
Bachelor of Education[image: External link]: BEd

	
Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery[image: External link]: MBBS, MBBCh, BMBS, BMBCh

	
Bachelor of Dental Surgery[image: External link]: BDS



See also: British degree abbreviations[image: External link]
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 England, Wales and Northern Ireland




In England, Wales and Northern Ireland, bachelor's degrees normally take three years of study to complete, although courses may take four years where they include a year abroad or a placement year. Degrees may have titles related to their broad subject area or faculty, such as BA or BSc, or may be more subject specific, e.g. BEng or LLB. The majority of bachelor's degrees are now honours degrees[image: External link], although this has not always been the case historically.

Although first degree courses are usually three years (360 credits[image: External link]), direct second year entry is sometimes possible for students transferring from other courses or who have completed foundation degrees[image: External link], via accreditation of prior learning[image: External link] or more formal credit transfer arrangements. Some universities compress the three-year course into two years by teaching for a full calendar year (180 credits) rather than a standard academic year (120 credits), thus maintaining the full 360-credit size of the course.[37][38]

In addition to bachelor's degrees, some institutions offer integrated master's degrees[image: External link] as first degrees in some subjects (particularly in STEM fields). These integrate teaching at bachelor's and master's level on a four-year (five-year if with industrial experience) course, which often shares the first two years with the equivalent bachelor's course.

The normal academic standard for bachelor's degrees in England, Wales and Northern Ireland is the honours degree[image: External link]. These are normally classified[image: External link] in one of four classes of honours, depending upon the marks gained in examinations and other assessments: first class, upper second class (2:1), lower second class (2:2), or third class; some institutions have announced that they intend to replace this system of classifying honours degrees with an American-style Grade Point Average[image: External link].[39] An ordinary (or unclassified) degree, which only requires passes worth 300 credits rather than the 360 of the honours degree, may be awarded if a student has completed the full honours degree course but has not obtained sufficient passes to earn a degree. Completion of just the first two years of the course can lead to a Diploma of Higher Education[image: External link] and completion of only the first year to a Certificate of Higher Education[image: External link].

On the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications, standard undergraduate bachelor's degrees with and without honours are at level 6, although the courses include learning across levels 4 to 6. Honours degrees normally require 360 credits with a minimum of 90 at level 6, while ordinary degrees need 300 credits with s minimum of 60 at level 6. Bachelor's degrees in medicine, dentistry and veterinary science are at level 7, with learning spanning levels 4 to 7, and are not normally credit rated. The Diploma of Higher Education is a level 5 (second year of bachelor's degree) qualification and requires 240 credits, a minimum of 90 at level 5; The Certificate of Higher Education is a level 4 (first year of bachelor's degree) qualification and requires 120 credits, a minimum of 90 at level 4.[40]

Other qualifications at level 6 of the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications or the Regulated Qualifications Framework, such as graduate diplomas[image: External link] and certificates[image: External link], some BTEC[image: External link] Advanced Professional awards, diplomas and certificates, and the graduateship of the City & Guilds of London Institute[image: External link] are at the same level as bachelor's degrees, although not necessarily representing the same credit volume.[41]
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 Scotland




At Scottish universities, bachelor's degrees (and the equivalent Scottish MA[image: External link] awarded by some institutions) are normally honours degrees[image: External link], taking four years of study (or five with a year abroad or in industry), but may also be ordinary degrees (also known as pass, general or designated degrees) requiring three year of study. Honours degrees may be awarded as BA (Hons) or MA (Hons) in the arts and social sciences, or BSc (Hons) for sciences, or have more specific titles such as BEng. As in the rest of the UK, integrated master's degrees[image: External link], taking five years in Scotland, are also offered as first degrees alongside bachelor's degrees.[42]

An honours degree may be directly linked to professional or vocational qualifications, particularly in fields such as engineering, surveying and architecture. These courses tend to have highly specified curricula, leaving students without many options for broader study. Others, following a more traditional route, start off with a broad range of studies across the faculty that has admitted the student or, via modular study, across the whole university. Students on these courses specialise later in their degree programmes.[42] Typically degree grades are based only on the final two years of study, after a specialisation has been chosen, so broader study courses taken in the first two years do not affect the final degree grade.[43]

Honours degrees are subdivided into classes[image: External link] in the same way as the rest of the UK, depending on the overall grade achieved. These are, from highest to lowest; first class, upper second class (2:1), lower second class (2:2), and third class.

Ordinary degrees are awarded to students who have completed three years at university studying a variety of related subjects.[44] These may be taken over a broad range of subjects or (as with honours degrees) with a specialisation in a particular subject (in the latter case, they are sometimes known s designated degrees). As ordinary degrees in Scotland constitute a distinct course of study, rather than a grade below honours degrees, they can be graded (from lowest to highest) as "pass", "merit" or "distinction".[45][46] As in the rest of the UK, Certificates and Diplomas of Higher Education may be earned by those completing one and two years of a bachelor's degree course respectively.[42]

The first two years, sometimes three, of both an ordinary degree and an honours degree are identical, but candidates for the ordinary degree study in less depth in their final year and often over a wider variety of subjects, and do not usually complete a dissertation. A Scottish ordinary degree is thus different from ordinary degrees in the rest of the UK in comprising a distinct course of study from the honours degree. In keeping with the Scottish "broad education" philosophy, ordinary degrees (and more rarely honours ones) may mix different disciplines such as sciences and humanities taught in different faculties and in some cases even different universities.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Bachelor's degrees with honours are at level 10 of the Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework (SCQF) and require 480 credits[image: External link] with a minimum of 90 at level 10 and 90 at level 9. Ordinary degrees are at level 9 and require 360 credits with a minimum of 90 at level 9.[47] Both honours degrees and ordinary degrees qualify as first cycle (end of cycle) qualifications in the Bologna Process[image: External link]. Bachelor's degrees in medicine, dentistry and veterinary science are at level 11 of the SCQF and are second cycle (end of cycle) qualifications in the Bologna Process.[48]
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 Turkey




Bachelor's degrees exist in almost every city in Turkey[image: External link]. Mostly preferred universities of Turkey are Middle East Technical University[image: External link], Boğaziçi University[image: External link], Yeditepe University[image: External link], Sabanci University[image: External link], Koc University[image: External link], Hacettepe University[image: External link], Ankara University[image: External link], Istanbul Technical University[image: External link], Istanbul University[image: External link], Yildiz Technical University[image: External link], Bilkent University[image: External link], Koç University[image: External link], by B.A. students. They all grants Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science degrees upon completion of eight-semester programs offered by its faculties and the School of Foreign Languages. Also double-major is available in those universities. Some universities offer the opportunity for ordinary degree students to transfer to an honours degree course in the same subject if an acceptable standard is reached after the first or second year of study. It is called in Turkish "Önlisans Mezunu."

While some of the public and private universities are offering 30% English in their programs, there are also many universities which offer 100% English language in the programs such as Middle East Technical University[image: External link], Sabanci University[image: External link], Boğaziçi University[image: External link], Yeditepe University[image: External link].
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 Types






	It has been suggested that this section be split[image: External link] out into another article. ( Discuss[image: External link]) (June 2014)




Many other specialized bachelor's degrees are offered as well. Some are in very specialized areas, like the five-year B.I.Des. or B.Sc.I.Des. degree in industrial design[image: External link].[49] Others are offered only at a limited number of universities, such as the Walsh School of Foreign Service[image: External link] at Georgetown University[image: External link]'s Bachelor of Science in Foreign Service (B.Sc.F.S.). The University of Delaware offers a Bachelor of Applied Arts and Science (B.A.A.Sc.) degree, a degree which often indicates an interdisciplinary course of study for many majors within its School of Arts and Science.[50] Stanford University[image: External link]'s Bachelor of Arts and Science[image: External link] degree is for students who are receiving one degree but who have completed two arts and sciences majors, one of which would ordinarily lead to the B.A. and one of which would ordinarily lead to the B.Sc.

At many institutions one can only complete a two-degree program if the bachelor's degrees to be earned are of different types (e.g., one could earn a B.A. in philosophy[image: External link] and a B.Sc.C.Eng. in chemical engineering[image: External link] simultaneously, but a person studying philosophy and English would receive only a single B.A. with the two majors). Rules on this vary considerably, however.
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 Agriculture




The Bachelor of Science in Agriculture [B.Sc. (Ag) or B.Sc. (Hons.) Agriculture] offers a broad training in the sciences. The focus of this four-year applied degree is on the development of analytical, quantitative, computing and communication skills. Students learn how to apply the knowledge and principles of science to the understanding and management of the production, processing and marketing of agricultural products, and to the management and conservation of our natural resources. All students undertake rural field trips and approved professional experience within agricultural or horticultural enterprises, natural resource management, agribusiness industries, or commercial or government organisations active in the field.
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 Architecture and design




The Bachelor of Architecture[image: External link] (B.Arch.) degree is a professional degree awarded to students who complete the five-year course of study in the field at some universities. Many universities offer a B.Sc. or B.A. (majoring in Architecture) after the first three or four years, and then a post-graduate diploma, B.Arch. or M.Arch. for the following two to four years.

The Bachelor of Design[image: External link] (B.Des., or S.Des. in Indonesia) is awarded to those who complete the four- or four-and-a-half-year course of study in design, usually majoring in a specific field of design, such as interior design or graphic design.
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 Arts




Main article: Bachelor of Arts[image: External link]


The Bachelor of Arts degrees (B.A., A.B.; also known as Artium Baccalaureus) along with the Bachelor of Science[image: External link] degrees are the most common undergraduate degrees given. Originally, in the universities of Oxford[image: External link], Cambridge[image: External link] and Dublin[image: External link], all undergraduate degrees were in the faculty of arts, hence the name of the degree. The Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences[image: External link] (B.A.A.Sc.) is an undergraduate degree that bridges academic and work-life experiences.
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 Engineering





	The Bachelor of Engineering[image: External link] (Baccalaureus in Arte Ingeniaria) degree or Bachelor of Applied Science[image: External link][51] degree is a professional degree awarded to students who have completed the three- or four-year course of study in engineering[image: External link]. Common abbreviations include B.Eng., B.Sc.Eng., B.A.Sc., B.Tech., AMIE, and GradIETE. The B.A.I. (baccalaureus in arte ingeniaria[image: External link]) is awarded by the University of Dublin[image: External link] (Trinity College Dublin[image: External link]); some South African universities refer to their engineering degrees as B.Ing. (Baccalaureus Ingeniaria).

	There are more specific variants for many subfields, such as the B.Sc.E.Eng. degree (Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering). The B.Sc.Eng. and B.S.Eng (Bachelor of Software Engineering) are awarded by the University of Waterloo[image: External link], McMaster University[image: External link], and University of Victoria[image: External link], respectively. In India the Bachelor of Engineering[image: External link], Bachelor of Technology[image: External link], and AMIE (Association of Membership of Institution of Engineers) are professional degrees awarded in specific engineering disciplines such as computers, electrical, electronics, mechanical, communication, civil, plastics, chemical, etc. Specialization is referred to in brackets (e.g., "BE (computers)").

	The Bachelor of Science in Engineering Technology degree (B.Sc.Eng.Tech.) is a professional degree[image: External link] awarded to students who have completed a four-year course of study in engineering technology. There are variants including general engineering technology, mechanical engineering technology, electrical engineering technology, and civil engineering technology. Some of these variants even have optional areas of concentration within them. For instance mechanical engineering technology could include mechanical systems design, manufacturing systems, marine engineering technology, and others. Engineering technology degrees usually lead to licensing as engineering technologists[image: External link] requiring further studies for licensing as professional engineers[image: External link].
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 Business and management





	See: Business education#Undergraduate education[image: External link].
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 Computer science and information systems




There are various undergraduate degrees in information technology[image: External link] incorporating programming, database design, software engineering, networks and information systems. These programs prepare graduates for further postgraduate research[image: External link] degrees or for employment in a variety of roles in the information technology[image: External link] industry. The program focus may be on the technical or theoretical aspects of the subject matter, depending on which course is taken.


	Theoretically oriented degrees focus on computer science[image: External link] and are correspondingly titled. These include the Bachelor of Computing[image: External link] (B.Comp.) and Bachelor of Computer Science[image: External link] (B.Comp.Sc.) degrees. Computer science is also offered as a major within most Bachelor of Science[image: External link] programs.

	The practically oriented degrees cover many disciplines from within the IT industry[image: External link] including software engineering, information systems, and data communications. Examples here include the Bachelor of Science in Information Technology[image: External link] (B.Sc.I.T.), the Bachelor of Computer Applications[image: External link] (B.C.A.), the Bachelor of Information Technology[image: External link], and the Bachelor of Applied Science (Information Technology) (B.A.Sc.I.T.)) degrees. Many of the disciplines taught as part of these degrees are covered under other degrees, such as engineering, as well.

	Degrees combining IT with business study are also offered at many universities. Specialized programs in information systems[image: External link]—such as the bachelor of business information systems (BBIS) program—are often positioned as professionally oriented degrees. More general degrees here would include business degrees, such as the B.B.A.[image: External link] or B.Com.[image: External link], with information systems as a concentration.
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 Health Care
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 Medicine




In countries following British tradition, (the University of Malta[image: External link] is an exception) medical students pursue an undergraduate medical education and receive bachelor's degrees in medicine and surgery[image: External link] (M.B.B.Chir., M.B.B.S., B.M.B.S., B.M., M.B.Ch.B., etc.). This was historically taken at the universities of Oxford, Cambridge, and Dublin after the initial B.A. degree, and in Oxford, Cambridge, and Dublin the B.A. is still awarded for the initial three years of medical study, with the B.M.B.Ch., M.B.B.Chir., or M.B.B.Ch.B.A.O., respectively, being awarded for the subsequent clinical stage of training. Some British universities give a bachelor's degree in science, or medical science, midway through the medical course, and most allow students to intercalate a year of more specialized study for an intercalated Bachelor of Science (B.Sc.), Bachelor of Medical Science (B.Med.Sc.), or Bachelor of Medical Biology (B.Med.Biol.) degree with honors. Although notionally M.B. and B.S. are two degrees, they must be taken together. In some Irish universities, a third degree, Bachelor of Arts in Obstetrics (B.A.O.), is added. However, this third degree is an anachronism from the 19th century and is not registerable with the Irish Medical Council. In the UK, these qualifications, while retaining the title of bachelor's degrees, are master's degree level qualifications.[52]

It should be noted that use of the courtesy title of doctor[image: External link] is attached to the profession of doctor or physician and is granted by registration, not by earning the qualifying degree. Trainee doctors in the UK are allowed to use the title once they begin their training and receive provisional registration.[53][54][55]

Th Canadian MD degree is, despite its name, classified as a bachelor's degree.[18]
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 Dentistry




Dentistry is offered both as an undergraduate and a postgraduate course. In countries following the British model, the first degree in dentistry is the Bachelor of Dental Surgery[image: External link], which is a master's degree level qualification in the UK.[52] In some parts of the world, the doctorate of dental surgery[image: External link] (DDS) is the usual undergraduate program. Postgraduate courses such as the Bachelor of Dentistry[image: External link] (B.Dent.)—awarded exclusively by the University of Sydney[image: External link] in Australia—requires a previous bachelor's degree.
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 Midwifery




The Bachelor of Midwifery degree is a professional degree awarded to students who have complete a three- to five-year (depending on the country) course of study in midwifery[image: External link]. Common abbreviations include B.Sc.Mid, B.Mid, B.H.Sc.Mid.
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 Physiotherapy




Physiotherapy[image: External link] is offered both as an undergraduate and a graduate course of study. Studies leading to the Bachelor of Physiotherapy[image: External link] (B.P.T.) degree usually constitute the undergraduate program. In the graduate program, courses leading to a degree such as the Master of Physiotherapy[image: External link] degree are offered.

In the Canadian province[image: External link] of Quebec[image: External link], French universities offer both undergraduate and graduate courses leading to the obtention of a Bachelor of Science degree with a major in physiotherapy and a Master of Science degree specialized in physiotherapy. McGill University[image: External link], the Université de Montréal[image: External link], and the Université de Sherbrooke[image: External link] are among the post-secondary institutions that offer such programs.
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 Optometry




Optometry is a four-year or five-year course. Although students graduate with a B.Sc. after three years of study, passing a further supervised preregistration year is required to become a fully qualified optometrist. The National Institute of Ophthalmic Sciences[image: External link] is among the post-secondary institutions that offer such programs. It is the academic arm of The Tun Hussein Onn National Eye Hospital and the only eye hospital based institution in Malaysia.
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 Nursing




The Bachelor of Nursing degree is a three- to five-year undergraduate degree that prepares students for a career in nursing[image: External link]. Often the degree is required to gain "registered nurse[image: External link]", or equivalent, status—subject to completion of exams in the area of residence. Sometimes, though, the degree is offered only to nurses who are already registered. Alternate titles include Bachelor of Science in Nursing[image: External link] and Bachelor of Nursing Science, with abbreviations B.Sc.N., B.N.Sc.
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 Veterinary science




The Bachelor of Veterinary Science[image: External link] program is generally a five-year course of study that is required for becoming a veterinarian[image: External link]. It is also known as the Bachelor of Veterinary Medicine and Surgery at some universities (B.V.M.S.). In the UK, this is a master's degree level qualification that retains the title of bachelor's for historical reasons.[52] In the United States, no bachelor's degree of veterinary science is given, only the Doctor of Veterinary Medicine[image: External link] (D.V.M.) degree is.
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 Pharmacy




The Bachelor of Pharmacy[image: External link] (B.Pharm.) degree is a common undergraduate degree[image: External link] for the practice of pharmacy[image: External link]. In the United States, Canada[image: External link], and France[image: External link], however, all colleges of pharmacy have now phased out the degree in favor of the Pharm.D.[image: External link], or doctor of pharmacy[image: External link], degree or the Ph.D., doctor of philosophy, degree in pharmacy. Some universities, such as the University of Mississippi, award a Bachelor of Science in pharmaceutical sciences (B.Sc.P.Sc.) degree as a part of the seven-year Pharm.D. program after the completion of the first four years. However, the B.ScP.Sc. degree does not qualify the recipient for the practice of pharmacy, for which it is required that students earn a Pharm.D. degree.
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 Public Health




Public health[image: External link] is usually studied at the master's degree[image: External link] level. The Bachelor of Science in Public Health[image: External link] (B.Sc.P.H.) degree is a four-year undergraduate degree that prepares students for careers in the public, private, or nonprofit sectors in areas such as public health, environmental health, health administration, epidemiology, or health policy and planning.
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 Medical and Health Sciences





	The Bachelor of Health Science (B.H.Sc.) is a specialized degree awarded to students whose studies have focused on health care or the health sciences. Specific areas of study can include nursing, radiography, health care management, and other allied health fields. The degree is typically awarded following four to five years of collegiate study.

	The title B.Med.Sc., B.Bio.Med.Sc., B.Med.Sc. or B.V.Med.Sc. is granted to students who have qualified in the field of biomedical science[image: External link] and medical science[image: External link] or veterinary medical science respectively. Universities that offer this course include the University of Western Ontario[image: External link] in Canada, University of Birmingham[image: External link] in the UK and the University of New South Wales[image: External link], the University of Canberra[image: External link], the University of Queensland[image: External link], the University of Sydney[image: External link], RMIT University[image: External link], Flinders University[image: External link], Griffith University[image: External link], Monash University[image: External link], Australian National University[image: External link] and the University of Melbourne[image: External link] in Australia.

	The degree of B.Med.Sc. can be awarded for students completing an intercalated degree whilst studying medicine[image: External link] as an intermediate award. The degree of B.Med.Sc. may also be awarded to an individual who, having followed the prescribed course of study for the degrees of M.B.Ch.B.[image: External link], does not complete the undergraduate clinical training. In brief, this is normally awarded after the candidate has completed successfully the first three years of an undergraduate medical degree at certain UK (and Commonwealth) medical institutions.

	The Bachelor of Science in human biology[image: External link] degree is awarded by several universities around the world and focuses on biomedical research, health care, biotech business, pharmaceutical sciences, or a combination thereof.
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 Kinesiology




The Bachelor of Kinesiology[image: External link] degree (B.K. or B.Sc.K.)is a specialized degree in the field of human movement and kinetics. Some schools still offer it under the aegis of a School of Physical Education[image: External link] (B.P.Ed. or B.H.P.Ed.), although "kinesiology" or "human kinetics" is currently the more popularly accepted term for the discipline.
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 Nutrition and Dietetics




Bachelor of Science in Nutrition and Dietetics (B.S.N.D.), Bachelor of Food Science and Nutrition (B.F.S.N.) Specific areas of study include clinical nutrition, food technology, hospitality and services management, research, community worker, health care management, educator, sports science, agricultural sciences, private practice and other allied health fields. The degree is awarded following four to six years of collegiate study in America (average five years), from three to four in Europe and Australia. In America (especially Latin America) Nutrition per se is separated from Dietetics, where the latter is equivalent to a technical degree.
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 Aviation




The Bachelor of Aviation[image: External link] (B.Av.) is awarded to students who complete a four-year course of study in the field of aviation[image: External link].
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 Divinity and theology




The Bachelor of Divinity[image: External link], Bachelor of Theology[image: External link], Bachelor of Religious Studies, Bachelor of Biblical Studies[image: External link], and Bachelor of Religious Education[image: External link] (B.D., B.Th., B.R.S., B.B.S., and B.R.E.) degrees are awarded on completion of a program of study of divinity[image: External link] or related disciplines, such as theology[image: External link], religious studies[image: External link], or religious education[image: External link].

Traditionally the B.D. was in fact a graduate degree rather than a first degree, and typically emphasised academic theology, biblical languages etc. This has become a less common arrangement, but should be noted since, for example, a B.D. takes precedence over a Ph.D. in Cambridge University's order of seniority.

While the theological bachelor's degree is generally conferred upon completion of a four-year program, it is also conferred in some specialized three-year programs. From there, the next level of advancement is generally the Master of Divinity[image: External link] (M.Div.), Master of Theology[image: External link] (Th.M.), Master of Religious Studies, or Master of Religious Education[image: External link] (M.R.E.) degree. In the United States the "main line" Protestant clergy typically take a four-year bachelor's degree in whatever field they choose, then earn the M.Div. (Master of Divinity) degree in an additional three years as part of preparation for ordination.
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 Fine arts




The Bachelor of Fine Arts[image: External link] (B.F.A.) degree is a specialized degree awarded for courses of study in the fine and/or performing arts, frequently by an arts school or conservatory, although it is equally available at a significant number of traditional colleges and universities. In contrast to the B.A. or B.S., which are generally considered to be academic degrees, the B.F.A. is usually referred to as a professional degree, whose recipients have generally received four years of study and training in their major field as compared to the two years of study in the major field usually found in most traditional non-Commonwealth Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science programs.

In the United States, the Bachelor of Fine Arts degree differs from a Bachelor of Arts degree in that the majority of the program consists of a practical studio component, as contrasted with lecture and discussion classes. A typical B.F.A. program in the United States consists of two-thirds study in the arts, with one-third in more general liberal arts studies. For a B.A. in Art, the ratio might be reversed.
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 Film and television




The Bachelor of Film and Television[image: External link] (B.F.T.V.) degree is an undergraduate degree for the study of film and/or television production including areas of cinematography, directing, scriptwriting, sound, animation, and typography.
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 Integrated studies




The Bachelor of Integrated Studies[image: External link] (B.I.S.) is an interdisciplinary bachelor's degree offered by several universities in the United States and Canada. It allows students to design a customized and specific course of study to best suit their educational and professional objectives. Generally, this degree is sponsored by two or more departments within the university. Schools which confer the B.I.S. degree include the University of Manitoba[image: External link], Pittsburg State University[image: External link], University of South Carolina Upstate[image: External link], Weber State University[image: External link], Ferris State University[image: External link], Arizona State University[image: External link], University of Minnesota[image: External link], Miami University (Ohio), the University of Virginia, the University of New Brunswick[image: External link], and Tallinn University of Technology[image: External link] amongst others.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Journalism




The Bachelor of Journalism[image: External link] (B.A.J. or B.Sc.J.) degree is a professional degree awarded to students who have studied journalism at a four-year accredited university. Not all universities, however, grant this degree. In the United States, schools tend to offer the B.A. or B.S. with a major in journalism instead. The world's oldest school of journalism at the University of Missouri[image: External link] offers a B.J. degree, not to be confused with the bachelor's degree in jurisprudence at Oxford University. In South Africa, Rhodes University[image: External link] has the oldest school of journalism in Africa and allows students to take a fourth-year specialisation to raise their B.A. to B.A.J. status, equivalent to a B.A. (Hons).
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 Landscape architecture




The Bachelor of Landscape Architecture (B.L.Arch.) degree is awarded to students who complete the five- (in some countries four-) year course of study in the field.
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 Liberal arts




The Bachelor of Liberal Arts[image: External link], Bachelor of General Studies[image: External link], Bachelor of Liberal Studies[image: External link], Bachelor of Science in general studies, or Bachelor of Applied Studies (B.L.A., B.G.S., B.L.S., B.Sc.G.S., B.A.S.) degree is sometimes awarded to students who major in the liberal arts[image: External link], in general, or in interdisciplinary studies. The Bachelor of Professional Studies[image: External link] is awarded to students who major in professional career studies.
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 Library science




The Bachelor of Library Science[image: External link] or Bachelor of Library and Information Science[image: External link] (B.L.Sc., B.L.I.Sc.) degree is sometimes awarded to students who major in library science[image: External link], although Master's of library science degrees are more common.
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 Music




The Bachelor of Music[image: External link] (B.Mus.) degree is a professional or academic undergraduate degree in music[image: External link] at most conservatories in the US and the UK. It is also commonly awarded at schools of music in large private or public universities. Areas of study typically include music performance, music education, music therapy, music composition, academic fields (music history/musicology, music theory, ethnomusicology), and may include jazz, commercial music, recording technology, sacred music/music ministry, or music business. Small liberal arts colleges and universities without schools of music often award only B.A. in music, with different sets of requirements. (see also: BFA[image: External link])
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 Mortuary science




The Bachelor of Mortuary Science (B.M.S.) is a professional undergraduate degree, awarded by the Cincinnati College of Mortuary Science[image: External link] of Cincinnati, Ohio[image: External link] and Southern Illinois University Carbondale. It was introduced in 1986 and it is awarded to students that complete 120 semester hours of course work and receive passing scores on the National Board Exam administered by The International Conference of Funeral Service Examining Boards.[56]
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 Philosophy




The Bachelor of Philosophy[image: External link] (B.Phil. or Ph.B.) degree is either an undergraduate or graduate degree. Generally, it entails independent research or a thesis/capstone project.
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 Psychology




The Bachelor of Arts or Science in Psychology (B.A.Psy., B.Sc.Psy., B.Psych., or Psy.B.) degree is a degree awarded to students who have completed a course of study in the field of psychology[image: External link]. Courses typically last five years, but may last as long as six. In Nepal, there are three- and four-year courses available for higher-level students. See Psychologist#Licensing and regulation[image: External link], Training and licensing of clinical psychologists[image: External link].
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 Education




The Bachelor of Education degree (B.Ed.) is a four-year undergraduate professional degree offered by many American colleges and universities for those preparing to be licensed as teachers[image: External link]. Variants include the B.Ed., B.A.Ed, B.A.T. (Bachelor of Arts for Teaching), and B.S.T. degrees. Preparation for the M.S. in education, this degree is most often received by those interested in early childhood, elementary level, and special education, or by those planning to be school administrators. Secondary level teachers often major in their subject area instead (i.e., history, chemistry, or mathematics), with a minor in education. Some states require elementary teachers to choose a subject major as well, and minor in education.

In Canada, the bachelor of education is a two-year professional degree in which students will specialise in either elementary or secondary education, and that is taken after the completion of a three or four year bachelor's degree with a major in a teachable subject, such as English, French, Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, or a social science. Some universities also offer concurrent, five year programs with student completing both a bachelor's degree in arts or science as well as their B.Ed. The possession of a B.Ed. and a second bachelor's degree is required to teach in most public anglophone and francophone schools in Canada. The B.Ed. prepares teachers for completion of either M.A. (master's of arts) programs in education, M.Ed. (masters of education) programs, or post graduate certificates in education.
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 Science with education




The Bachelor of Science and/with Education degree (B.Sc.Ed.) is a degree awarded to students who complete the four- to five-year course of study in the field of science (major and minor in General Biology, Chemistry, Physics, and Mathematics) and education. Although notionally B.Sc.[image: External link] and B.Ed. are two degrees, they must be taken together. The graduates will work as science (physics, chemistry, biology) teachers in high schools, as lecturers in pre university colleges and matriculation centers and can progress to postgraduate programs ( M.Sc.[image: External link] and Ph.D.[image: External link]) in various areas in science or education.
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 Forestry




The Bachelor of Science in Forestry (B.Sc.F.) is a degree awarded to students who complete the four-year course of study in the field of forestry.
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 Science




Main article: Bachelor of Science[image: External link]


The Bachelor of Science degrees (B.Sc., Sc.B.) along with the Bachelor of Arts[image: External link] degrees are the most common undergraduate degrees given. The Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences[image: External link] (B.A.A.Sc.) is an undergraduate degree that bridges academic and work-life experiences.
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 Science in law




The Bachelor of Science in Law[image: External link] degree (B.Sc.L.) is a special-purpose degree that allows someone who has had some prior studies but has not achieved a bachelor's degree to resume his or her education and take up the study of law with the goal of eventually receiving the juris doctor[image: External link] degree.
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 Social sciences




The Bachelor of Social Science[image: External link] (B.S.Sc.) is a three- or four-year undergraduate[image: External link] British degree that enables students to specialize in the area of social science[image: External link]. Compared to the Bachelor of Arts, which allows students to study a vast range of disciplines, the Bachelor of Social Science[image: External link] enables students to develop more central and specialized knowledge of the social sciences. Many universities place the Bachelor of Social Science[image: External link] between the Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science[image: External link] undergraduate degrees.
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 Social work




The Bachelor of Social Work[image: External link] (B.S.W.) degree is a four-year undergraduate degree. Usually the first two years consist of liberal arts courses and the last two years focus on social work classes in human development, policy/law, research, and practice. Programs accredited by the Council on Social Work Education[image: External link] require B.S.W. students to complete a minimum of 400 field education or internship hours. Accredited B.S.W. programs often allow students who are interested in obtaining a Master of Social Work[image: External link] degree to complete the degree in a shorter amount of time or waive courses. In Latin America this is a four to five year degree that can replace liberal arts subjects into health sciences, resulting in social work as a type of community psychology and socioeconomic studies, focused in hospitals, prisons or pedagogy, among others.
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 Technology




The Bachelor of Technology[image: External link] degree (B.Tech) is a three- or four-year undergraduate degree. Generally, the program is comparable to a Bachelor of Science degree program, which is additionally supplemented by either occupational placements (supervised practical or internships) or practice-based classroom courses.
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 Law




The Bachelor of Laws[image: External link] (LL.B.) is the principal academic degree in law in most common law[image: External link] countries other than the United States, and anglophone Canada, where it has been superseded by the juris doctor[image: External link] (J.D.) degree.
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 Talmudic law




The Bachelor of Talmudic Law[image: External link] degree (B.T.L.) or a First Talmudic Degree (F.T.D.) is the degree awarded in most Yeshivas[image: External link] around the United States.
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 Tourism studies




The Bachelor of Tourism Studies (B.T.S.) degree is awarded to those who complete the four- or five-year course of study in tourism, laws regarding tourism, planning and development, marketing, economics, sociology, anthropology, arts and world history (dependent on the country in which one takes the course), ticketing, hospitality, computer applications, and much more. The course would have an interdisciplinary approach with a vast range of units so the tourismologist professional would be able to identify necessary actions toward a sustainable touristic environment focus on local community uniqueness, values and traditions. As tourism is a growing industry, in India there is a lot of opportunity for those who complete this course of study. It is available in select universities of India.
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 Mathematics




The Bachelor of Mathematics[image: External link] or Bachelor of Mathematical Sciences degree (B.Math. and B.Math.Sc.) is given at the conclusion of a four-year honors program or a three-year general program. Several universities, mostly in Canada and Australia, award such degrees. The usual degree for mathematics in all other countries is the B.Sc.
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 Urban and regional planning




The Bachelor of Urban and Regional Planning or Bachelor of Urban Planning or just Bachelor of Planning degree (B.U.R.P., B.U.P., or B.Plan) is a degree offered at some institutions as a four or five-year[57] professional undergraduate degree in urban planning[image: External link]. Programs vary in their focus on studio work and may or may not involve professional practice.
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 Public affairs and policy management




The Bachelor of Public Affairs and Policy Management degree (B.P.A.P.Mgt.) is a specialized four-year honors degree dedicated to the study of public policy within an interdisciplinary framework. The degree was created as a direct response to the changing nature of civic society and the growing need for university graduates who can work effectively in the new policy environment.
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 Innovation




The Bachelor of Innovation is a four-year degree in a range of different fields.[58][59] The major fields, in engineering business, arts, science or education, are similar to their associated B.A. or B.Sc. degrees. The general education elements are restructured to provide a common core of innovation, entrepreneurship and team skills.[60] The degree was created as a direct response to the increasing pace of innovation in today's society and the need for graduates that understanding effective teaming, as well as the innovation process.
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English Literature






This article is focused on English-language literature rather than the literature of England[image: External link], so that it includes writers from Scotland[image: External link], Wales[image: External link], and the whole of Ireland[image: External link], as well as literature in English from countries of the former British Empire[image: External link], including the United States[image: External link]. However, until the early 19th century, it only deals with the literature of the United Kingdom[image: External link] and Ireland[image: External link]. It does not include literature written in the other languages of Britain[image: External link].

The English language[image: External link] has developed over the course of more than 1,400 years.[1] The earliest forms of English, a set of Anglo-Frisian dialects[image: External link] brought to Great Britain[image: External link] by Anglo-Saxon settlers[image: External link] in the fifth century, are called Old English[image: External link]. Middle English[image: External link] began in the late 11th century with the Norman conquest of England[image: External link].[2] Early Modern English[image: External link] began in the late 15th century with the introduction of the printing press[image: External link] to London and the King James Bible[image: External link] as well as the Great Vowel Shift[image: External link].[3] Through the influence of the British Empire[image: External link], the English language has spread around the world since the 17th century.
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Main article: Old English literature[image: External link]


Old English literature[image: External link], or Anglo-Saxon literature, encompasses the surviving literature written in Old English[image: External link] in Anglo-Saxon England[image: External link], in the period after the settlement of the Saxons[image: External link] and other Germanic tribes in England ( Jutes[image: External link] and the Angles[image: External link]) c. 450, after the withdrawal of the Romans[image: External link], and "ending soon after the Norman Conquest" in 1066.[4] These works include genres such as epic poetry[image: External link], hagiography[image: External link], sermons[image: External link], Bible[image: External link] translations, legal works, chronicles[image: External link] and riddles.[5] In all there are about 400 surviving manuscripts[image: External link] from the period.[5]

The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle[image: External link] is a collection of annals[image: External link] in Old English[image: External link], from the 9th century, that chronicle[image: External link] the history of the Anglo-Saxons[image: External link].[6] The poem Battle of Maldon[image: External link] also deals with history. This is a work of uncertain date, celebrating the Battle of Maldon[image: External link] of 991, at which the Anglo-Saxons failed to prevent a Viking[image: External link] invasion.[7]

Oral tradition[image: External link] was very strong in early English culture[image: External link] and most literary works were written to be performed.[8][9] Epic poems[image: External link] were very popular, and some, including Beowulf[image: External link], have survived to the present day. Beowulf[image: External link] is the most famous work in Old English, and has achieved national epic[image: External link] status in England, despite being set in Scandinavia. The only surviving manuscript is the Nowell Codex[image: External link], the precise date of which is debated, but most estimates place it close to the year 1000. Beowulf[image: External link] is the conventional title,[10] and its composition is dated between the 8th[11][12] and the early 11th century.[13][ pages needed[image: External link]]

Nearly all Anglo-Saxon authors are anonymous: twelve are known by name from medieval sources, but only four of those are known by their vernacular works with any certainty: Cædmon[image: External link], Bede[image: External link], Alfred the Great[image: External link], and Cynewulf[image: External link]. Cædmon is the earliest English poet whose name is known,[14][ pages needed[image: External link]] and his only known surviving work Cædmon's Hymn[image: External link] probably dates from the late 7th century. The poem is one of the earliest attested examples of Old English and is, with the runic[image: External link] Ruthwell Cross[image: External link] and Franks Casket[image: External link] inscriptions, one of three candidates for the earliest attested example of Old English poetry. It is also one of the earliest recorded examples of sustained poetry in a Germanic language[image: External link]. The poem, The Dream of the Rood[image: External link], was inscribed upon the Ruthwell Cross[image: External link].[14][ pages needed[image: External link]]

Two Old English[image: External link] poems from the late 10th century are The Wanderer[image: External link] and The Seafarer[image: External link]. [15] Both have a religious theme, and Richard Marsden describes The Seafarer as "an exhortatory and didactic poem, in which the miseries of winter seafaring are used as a metaphor for the challenge faced by the committed Christian […]".[16]

Classical antiquity was not forgotten in Anglo-Saxon England, and several Old English poems are adaptations of late classical[image: External link] philosophical texts. The longest is King Alfred[image: External link]'s (849–99) 9th-century translation of Boethius[image: External link]' Consolation of Philosophy[image: External link].[17]
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Main article: Middle English literature[image: External link]


After the Norman conquest[image: External link] of England in 1066, the written form of the Anglo-Saxon language[image: External link] became less common. Under the influence of the new aristocracy, French became the standard language of courts, parliament, and polite society. As the invaders integrated, their language and literature mingled with that of the natives, and the Norman[image: External link] dialects of the ruling classes became Anglo-Norman[image: External link]. From then until the 12th century, Anglo-Saxon underwent a gradual transition into Middle English[image: External link]. Political power was no longer in English hands, so that the West Saxon literary language had no more influence than any other dialect and Middle English literature was written in the many dialects that corresponded to the region, history, culture, and background of individual writers.[18]

In this period religious literature continued to enjoy popularity and Hagiographies[image: External link] were written, adapted and translated: for example, The Life of Saint Audrey[image: External link], Eadmer[image: External link]'s (c. 1060 – c. 1126).[19] At the end of the 12th century, Layamon[image: External link] in Brut[image: External link] adapted the Norman-French[image: External link] of Wace[image: External link] to produce the first English-language work to present the legends of King Arthur[image: External link] and the Knights of the Round Table[image: External link].[20] It was also the first historiography written in English since the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle[image: External link].

Middle English Bible translations[image: External link], notably Wycliffe's Bible[image: External link], helped to establish English as a literary language. Wycliffe's Bible[image: External link] is the name now given to a group of Bible translations[image: External link] into Middle English that were made under the direction of, or at the instigation of, John Wycliffe[image: External link]. They appeared between about 1382 and 1395.[21] These Bible translations were the chief inspiration and cause of the Lollard[image: External link] movement, a pre- Reformation[image: External link] movement that rejected many of the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church[image: External link].

Another literary genre, that of Romances[image: External link], appears in English from the 13th century, with King Horn[image: External link] and Havelock the Dane[image: External link], based on Anglo-Norman originals such as the Romance of Horn[image: External link] (ca. 1170),[22] but it was in the 14th century that major writers in English first appeared. These were William Langland[image: External link], Geoffrey Chaucer[image: External link] and the so-called Pearl Poet[image: External link], whose most famous work is Sir Gawain and the Green Knight[image: External link].[23]

Langland's Piers Plowman[image: External link] (written ca. 1360–87) or Visio Willelmi de Petro Plowman (William's Vision of Piers Plowman) is a Middle English allegorical[image: External link] narrative poem[image: External link], written in unrhymed alliterative verse[image: External link].[24]

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight[image: External link] is a late 14th-century Middle English alliterative romance[image: External link]. It is one of the better-known Arthurian stories of an established type known as the "beheading game". Developing from Welsh, Irish and English tradition, Sir Gawain highlights the importance of honour and chivalry. Preserved in the same manuscript with Sir Gawayne were three other poems, now generally accepted as the work of the same author, including an intricate elegiac poem, Pearl[image: External link].[25] The English dialect of these poems from the Midlands[image: External link] is markedly different from that of the London[image: External link]-based Chaucer and, though influenced by French in the scenes at court in Sir Gawain, there are in the poems also many dialect words, often of Scandinavian origin, that belonged to northwest England.[25]

Middle English lasted until the 1470s, when the Chancery Standard[image: External link], a London-based form of English, became widespread and the printing press started to standardise the language. Chaucer is best known today for The Canterbury Tales[image: External link]. This is a collection of stories written in Middle English (mostly in verse[image: External link] although some are in prose[image: External link]), that are presented as part of a story-telling contest by a group of pilgrims as they travel together from Southwark[image: External link] to the shrine of St Thomas Becket[image: External link] at Canterbury Cathedral[image: External link]. Chaucer is a significant figure in the development of the legitimacy of the vernacular[image: External link], Middle English, at a time when the dominant literary languages in England were still French and Latin.

At this time, literature in England was being written in various languages, including Latin, Norman-French, and English: the multilingual nature of the audience for literature in the 14th century is illustrated by the example of John Gower[image: External link] (c. 1330 – October 1408). A contemporary of William Langland[image: External link] and a personal friend of Chaucer, Gower is remembered primarily for three major works: the Mirroir de l'Omme, Vox Clamantis[image: External link], and Confessio Amantis[image: External link], three long poems written in Anglo-Norman[image: External link], Latin and Middle English respectively, which are united by common moral and political themes.[26]

Significant religious works were also created in the 14th century, including those of Julian of Norwich[image: External link] (ca. 1342 – ca. 1416) and Richard Rolle[image: External link]. Julian's Revelations of Divine Love[image: External link] (about 1393) is believed to be the first published book written by a woman in the English language.[27]

A major work from the 15th century is Le Morte d'Arthur[image: External link] by Sir Thomas Malory[image: External link], which was printed by Caxton[image: External link] in 1485.[28] This is a compilation of some French and English Arthurian romances, and was among the earliest books printed in England. It was popular and influential in the later revival of interest in the Arthurian legends.[29]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Medieval theatre




Main article: Medieval theatre[image: External link]


In the Middle Ages[image: External link], drama in the vernacular languages of Europe may have emerged from enactments of the liturgy[image: External link]. Mystery plays[image: External link] were presented in the porches of cathedrals or by strolling players on feast days[image: External link]. Miracle[image: External link] and mystery plays, along with morality plays[image: External link] (or "interludes"), later evolved into more elaborate forms of drama, such as was seen on the Elizabethan stages. Another form of medieval theatre was the mummers' plays[image: External link], a form of early street theatre associated with the Morris dance[image: External link], concentrating on themes such as Saint George[image: External link] and the Dragon[image: External link] and Robin Hood[image: External link]. These were folk tales[image: External link] re-telling old stories, and the actors[image: External link] travelled from town to town performing these for their audiences in return for money and hospitality.[30]

Mystery plays and miracle plays are among the earliest formally developed plays[image: External link] in medieval[image: External link] Europe[image: External link]. Medieval mystery plays focused on the representation of Bible[image: External link] stories in churches[image: External link] as tableaux[image: External link] with accompanying antiphonal[image: External link] song. They developed from the 10th to the 16th century, reaching the height of their popularity in the 15th century before being rendered obsolete by the rise of professional theatre.[31]

There are four complete or nearly complete extant English biblical collections of plays from the late medieval period. The most complete is the York cycle[image: External link] of 48 pageants. They were performed in the city of York[image: External link], from the middle of the 14th century until 1569.[32] Besides the Middle English drama, there are three surviving plays in Cornish[image: External link] known as the Ordinalia[image: External link].[33]

Having grown out of the religiously based mystery plays[image: External link] of the Middle Ages, the morality play[image: External link] is a genre[image: External link] of medieval and early Tudor[image: External link] theatrical entertainment, which represented a shift towards a more secular base for European theatre.[34] Morality plays are a type of allegory[image: External link] in which the protagonist[image: External link] is met by personifications[image: External link] of various moral[image: External link] attributes who try to prompt him to choose a godly life over one of evil. The plays were most popular in Europe during the 15th and 16th centuries.[35]

The Somonyng of Everyman (The Summoning of Everyman) (c. 1509 – 1519), usually referred to simply as Everyman[image: External link], is a late 15th-century English morality play. Like John Bunyan[image: External link]'s allegory Pilgrim's Progress[image: External link] (1678), Everyman examines the question of Christian salvation[image: External link] through the use of allegorical characters.[36]
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Main articles: Early Modern English[image: External link], Early Modern Britain[image: External link], English Renaissance[image: External link], Elizabethan literature[image: External link], and English Renaissance theatre[image: External link]


After William Caxton[image: External link] introduced the printing press in England in 1476, vernacular literature[image: External link] flourished.[28] The Reformation[image: External link] inspired the production of vernacular[image: External link] liturgy[image: External link] which led to the Book of Common Prayer[image: External link] (1549), a lasting influence on literary language. The English Renaissance[image: External link] was a cultural[image: External link] and artistic movement[image: External link] in England dating from the late 15th to the 17th century. It is associated with the pan-European Renaissance[image: External link] that is usually regarded as beginning in Italy in the late 14th century. Like most of northern Europe, England saw little of these developments until more than a century later. Renaissance style and ideas were slow in penetrating England, and the Elizabethan era[image: External link] in the second half of the 16th century is usually regarded as the height of the English Renaissance.[37]

This Italian influence can also be found in the poetry of Thomas Wyatt[image: External link] (1503–42), one of the earliest English Renaissance poets. He was responsible for many innovations in English poetry, and alongside Henry Howard, Earl of Surrey[image: External link] (1516/1517–47) introduced the sonnet[image: External link] from Italy into England in the early 16th century.[38][39][40]
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See also: Elizabethan literature[image: External link], English Renaissance theatre[image: External link], and Elizabethan theatre[image: External link]
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Edmund Spenser[image: External link] (c. 1552–99) was one of the most important poets of the Elizabethan period, author of The Faerie Queene[image: External link] (1590 and 1596), an epic poem and fantastical allegory[image: External link] celebrating the Tudor dynasty[image: External link] and Elizabeth I[image: External link]. Another major figure, Sir Philip Sidney[image: External link] (1554–86), was an English poet, whose works include Astrophel and Stella[image: External link], The Defence of Poetry[image: External link], and The Countess of Pembroke's Arcadia[image: External link]. Poems intended to be set to music as songs, such as those by Thomas Campion[image: External link] (1567–1620), became popular as printed literature was disseminated more widely in households.
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Among the earliest Elizabethan plays are Gorboduc[image: External link] (1561) by Sackville[image: External link] and Norton[image: External link] and Thomas Kyd[image: External link]'s (1558–94) The Spanish Tragedy[image: External link] (1592). Gorboduc[image: External link] is notable especially as the first verse drama[image: External link] in English[image: External link] to employ blank verse[image: External link], and for the way it developed elements, from the earlier morality plays[image: External link] and Senecan tragedy[image: External link], in the direction which would be followed by later playwrights.[41] The Spanish Tragedy[image: External link][42] is an Elizabethan[image: External link] tragedy[image: External link] written by Thomas Kyd[image: External link] between 1582 and 1592, which was popular and influential in its time, and established a new genre[image: External link] in English literature theatre, the revenge play[image: External link].[43]

William Shakespeare[image: External link] (1564–1616) stands out in this period as a poet[image: External link] and playwright[image: External link] as yet unsurpassed. Shakespeare wrote plays in a variety of genres, including histories[image: External link], tragedies[image: External link], comedies[image: External link] and the late romances[image: External link], or tragicomedies. Shakespeare's career continues in the Jacobean period.

Other important figures in Elizabethan theatre[image: External link] include Christopher Marlowe[image: External link], and Ben Jonson[image: External link], Thomas Dekker[image: External link], John Fletcher[image: External link] and Francis Beaumont[image: External link].
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In the early 17th century Shakespeare wrote the so-called "problem plays[image: External link]", as well as a number of his best known tragedies[image: External link], including Macbeth[image: External link] and King Lear[image: External link].[44] In his final period, Shakespeare turned to romance[image: External link] or tragicomedy[image: External link] and completed three more major plays, including The Tempest[image: External link]. Less bleak than the tragedies, these four plays are graver in tone than the comedies of the 1590s, but they end with reconciliation and the forgiveness of potentially tragic errors.[45]

After Shakespeare's death, the poet and dramatist Ben Jonson[image: External link] (1572–1637) was the leading literary figure of the Jacobean era[image: External link]. Jonson's aesthetics hark back to the Middle Ages and his characters embody the theory of humours[image: External link], which was based on contemporary medical theory.[46] Jonson's comedies include Volpone[image: External link] (1605 or 1606)) and Bartholomew Fair[image: External link] (1614). Others who followed Jonson's style include Beaumont and Fletcher[image: External link], who wrote the popular comedy, The Knight of the Burning Pestle[image: External link] (probably 1607–08), a satire of the rising middle class.[47]

Another popular style of theatre during Jacobean times was the revenge play[image: External link], which was popularized in the Elizabethan era by Thomas Kyd[image: External link] (1558–94), and then further developed later by John Webster[image: External link] (?1578-?1632), The White Devil[image: External link] (1612) and The Duchess of Malfi[image: External link] (1613). Other revenge tragedies include The Changeling[image: External link] written by Thomas Middleton[image: External link] and William Rowley[image: External link].[48]
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George Chapman[image: External link] (c. 1559- c. 1634) is remembered chiefly for his famous translation in 1616 of Homer[image: External link]'s Iliad[image: External link] and Odyssey[image: External link] into English verse.[49] This was the first ever complete translations of either poem into the English language. The translation had a profound influence on English literature and inspired John Keats[image: External link]'s famous sonnet "On First Looking into Chapman's Homer" (1816).

Shakespeare popularized the English sonnet[image: External link], which made significant changes to Petrarch[image: External link]'s model. A collection of 154 by sonnets[image: External link], dealing with themes such as the passage of time, love, beauty and mortality, were first published in a 1609 quarto.

Besides Shakespeare and Ben Jonson, the major poets of the early 17th century included the Metaphysical poets[image: External link]: John Donne[image: External link] (1572–1631), George Herbert[image: External link] (1593–1633), Henry Vaughan[image: External link], Andrew Marvell[image: External link], and Richard Crashaw[image: External link].[50] Their style was characterized by wit[image: External link] and metaphysical conceits, that is far-fetched or unusual similes or metaphors.[51]
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The most important prose work of the early 17th century was the King James Bible[image: External link]. This, one of the most massive translation projects in the history of English up to this time, was started in 1604 and completed in 1611. This represents the culmination of a tradition of Bible translation into English[image: External link] that began with the work of William Tyndale[image: External link], and it became the standard Bible[image: External link] of the Church of England[image: External link].[52]
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The Metaphysical poets[image: External link] John Donne[image: External link] (1572–1631) and George Herbert[image: External link] (1593–1633) were still alive after 1625, and later in the 17th century a second generation of metaphysical poets were writing, including Richard Crashaw[image: External link] (1613–49), Andrew Marvell[image: External link] (1621–1678), Thomas Traherne (1636 or 1637–1674) and Henry Vaughan (1622–1695). The Cavalier poets were another important group of 17th-century poets, who came from the classes that supported King Charles I during the English Civil War (1642–51). (King Charles reigned from 1625 and was executed 1649). The best known of the Cavalier poets[image: External link] are Robert Herrick[image: External link], Richard Lovelace[image: External link], Thomas Carew[image: External link] and Sir John Suckling[image: External link]. They "were not a formal group, but all were influenced by" Ben Jonson. Most of the Cavalier poets were courtiers, with notable exceptions. For example, Robert Herrick was not a courtier, but his style marks him as a Cavalier poet. Cavalier works make use of allegory and classical allusions, and are influenced by Latin authors Horace, Cicero[image: External link] and Ovid[image: External link]. John Milton[image: External link] (1608–74) "was the last great poet of the English Renaissance"[53] and published a number of works before 1660, including A L'Allegro[image: External link],1631; Il Penseroso[image: External link], 1634; Comus[image: External link] (a masque), 1638; and Lycidas[image: External link], (1638). However, his major epic works, including Paradise Lost[image: External link] (1667) were published in the Restoration period.
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Main articles: Restoration literature[image: External link] and Restoration Comedy[image: External link]


Restoration literature includes both Paradise Lost[image: External link] and the Earl of Rochester[image: External link]'s Sodom[image: External link], the sexual comedy of The Country Wife[image: External link] and the moral wisdom of Pilgrim's Progress[image: External link]. It saw Locke's Two Treatises on Government[image: External link], the founding of the Royal Society[image: External link], the experiments and the holy meditations of Robert Boyle[image: External link], the hysterical attacks on theatres[image: External link] from Jeremy Collier[image: External link], the pioneering of literary criticism from Dryden, and the first newspapers. The official break in literary culture caused by censorship and radically moralist standards under Cromwell's Puritan regime created a gap in literary tradition, allowing a seemingly fresh start for all forms of literature after the Restoration. During the Interregnum, the royalist forces attached to the court of Charles I[image: External link] went into exile with the twenty-year-old Charles II[image: External link]. The nobility who travelled with Charles II were therefore lodged for over a decade in the midst of the continent's literary scene.
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John Milton[image: External link], one of the greatest English poets, wrote at this time of religious flux and political upheaval. Milton is best known for his epic poem Paradise Lost[image: External link] (1667). Among other important poems include L'Allegro[image: External link], 1631, Il Penseroso[image: External link] 1634, Comus[image: External link] (a masque), 1638 and Lycidas[image: External link]. Milton's poetry and prose reflect deep personal convictions, a passion for freedom and self-determination, and the urgent issues and political turbulence of his day. His celebrated Areopagitica[image: External link], written in condemnation of pre-publication censorship, is among history's most influential and impassioned defenses of free speech and freedom of the press. The largest and most important poetic form of the era was satire. In general, publication of satire was done anonymously, as there were great dangers in being associated with a satire.

John Dryden[image: External link] (1631–1700) was an influential English poet, literary critic, translator, and playwright who dominated the literary life of Restoration England to such a point that the period came to be known in literary circles as the Age of Dryden. He established the heroic couplet as a standard form of English poetry. Dryden's greatest achievements were in satiric verse in works like the mock-heroic MacFlecknoe[image: External link] (1682).[54] Alexander Pope[image: External link] (1688–1744) was heavily influenced by Dryden, and often borrowed from him; other writers in the 18th century were equally influenced by both Dryden and Pope.
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 Prose




Prose in the Restoration period is dominated by Christian[image: External link] religious writing, but the Restoration also saw the beginnings of two genres that would dominate later periods, fiction[image: External link] and journalism. Religious writing often strayed into political and economic writing, just as political and economic writing implied or directly addressed religion. The Restoration was also the time when John Locke[image: External link] wrote many of his philosophical works. His two Treatises on Government, which later inspired the thinkers in the American Revolution[image: External link]. The Restoration moderated most of the more strident sectarian writing, but radicalism persisted after the Restoration. Puritan authors such as John Milton[image: External link] were forced to retire from public life or adapt, and those authors who had preached against monarchy and who had participated directly in the regicide[image: External link] of Charles I[image: External link] were partially suppressed. Consequently, violent writings were forced underground, and many of those who had served in the Interregnum attenuated their positions in the Restoration. John Bunyan[image: External link] stands out beyond other religious authors of the period. Bunyan's The Pilgrim's Progress[image: External link] is an allegory[image: External link] of personal salvation and a guide to the Christian life.

During the Restoration period, the most common manner of getting news would have been a broadsheet[image: External link] publication. A single, large sheet of paper might have a written, usually partisan, account of an event.

It is impossible to satisfactorily date the beginning of the novel[image: External link] in English. However, long fiction and fictional biographies began to distinguish themselves from other forms in England during the Restoration period. An existing tradition of Romance fiction in France[image: External link] and Spain[image: External link] was popular in England. One of the most significant figures in the rise of the novel in the Restoration period is Aphra Behn[image: External link], author of Oroonoko[image: External link] (1688), who was not only the first professional female novelist, but she may be among the first professional novelists of either sex in England.
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 Drama




As soon as the previous Puritan regime's ban on public stage representations was lifted, the drama recreated itself quickly and abundantly. The most famous plays of the early Restoration period are the unsentimental or "hard" comedies of John Dryden[image: External link], William Wycherley[image: External link], and George Etherege[image: External link], which reflect the atmosphere at Court, and celebrate an aristocratic macho[image: External link] lifestyle of unremitting sexual intrigue and conquest. After a sharp drop in both quality and quantity in the 1680s, the mid-1690s saw a brief second flowering of the drama, especially comedy. Comedies like William Congreve[image: External link]'s The Way of the World[image: External link] (1700), and John Vanbrugh[image: External link]'s The Relapse[image: External link] (1696) and The Provoked Wife[image: External link] (1697) were "softer" and more middle-class in ethos, very different from the aristocratic extravaganza[image: External link] twenty years earlier, and aimed at a wider audience.
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 18th-century
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  Augustan literature (1700–1750)




Main articles: 18th-century literature[image: External link] and Augustan literature[image: External link]


During the 18th century literature reflected the worldview of the Age of Enlightenment[image: External link] (or Age of Reason): a rational and scientific approach to religious, social, political, and economic issues that promoted a secular view of the world and a general sense of progress and perfectibility. Led by the philosophers who were inspired by the discoveries of the previous century by people like Isaac Newton[image: External link] and the writings of Descartes[image: External link], John Locke[image: External link] and Francis Bacon[image: External link]. They sought to discover and to act upon universally valid principles governing humanity, nature, and society. They variously attacked spiritual and scientific authority, dogmatism, intolerance, censorship, and economic and social restraints. They considered the state the proper and rational instrument of progress. The extreme rationalism and skepticism of the age led naturally to deism and also played a part in bringing the later reaction of romanticism[image: External link]. The Encyclopédie[image: External link] of Denis Diderot epitomized the spirit of the age.

The term Augustan literature derives from authors of the 1720s and 1730s themselves, who responded to a term that George I of England[image: External link] preferred for himself. While George I meant the title to reflect his might, they instead saw in it a reflection of Ancient Rome[image: External link]'s transition from rough and ready literature to highly political and highly polished literature. It is an age of exuberance and scandal, of enormous energy and inventiveness and outrage, that reflected an era when English, Scottish, and Irish people found themselves in the midst of an expanding economy, lowering barriers to education, and the beginnings of the Industrial Revolution[image: External link].
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 Poetry




It was during this time that poet James Thomson[image: External link] (1700–48) produced his melancholy The Seasons[image: External link] (1728–30) and Edward Young[image: External link] (1681–1765) wrote his poem Night Thoughts[image: External link] (1742), though the most outstanding poet of the age is Alexander Pope[image: External link] (1688–1744). It is also the era that saw a serious competition over the proper model for the pastoral[image: External link]. In criticism, poets struggled with a doctrine of decorum, of matching proper words with proper sense and of achieving a diction that matched the gravity of a subject. At the same time, the mock-heroic[image: External link] was at its zenith and Pope's Rape of the Lock[image: External link] (1712–17) and The Dunciad[image: External link] (1728–43) are still the greatest mock-heroic poems ever written.[55] Pope also translated the Iliad[image: External link] (1715–20) and the Odyssey[image: External link] (1725–26). Since his death, Pope has been in a constant state of re-evaluation.[56]
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 Drama




Drama in the early part of the period featured the last plays of John Vanbrugh[image: External link] and William Congreve[image: External link], both of whom carried on the Restoration comedy with some alterations. However, the majority of stagings were of lower farces[image: External link] and much more serious and domestic tragedies. George Lillo[image: External link] and Richard Steele[image: External link] both produced highly moral forms of tragedy, where the characters and the concerns of the characters were wholly middle class or working class. This reflected a marked change in the audience for plays, as royal patronage was no longer the important part of theatrical success. Additionally, Colley Cibber[image: External link] and John Rich[image: External link] began to battle each other for greater and greater spectacles to present on stage. The figure of Harlequin[image: External link] was introduced, and pantomime[image: External link] theatre began to be staged. This "low" comedy was quite popular, and the plays became tertiary to the staging. Opera[image: External link] also began to be popular in London, and there was significant literary resistance to this Italian incursion. In 1728 John Gay returned to the playhouse with The Beggar's Opera[image: External link]. The Licensing Act 1737[image: External link] brought an abrupt halt to much of the period's drama, as the theatres were once again brought under state control.
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 Prose, including the novel




In prose, the earlier part of the period was overshadowed by the development of the English essay. Joseph Addison[image: External link] and Richard Steele[image: External link]'s The Spectator[image: External link] established the form of the British periodical essay. However, this was also the time when the English novel[image: External link], first emerging. Daniel Defoe[image: External link] turned from journalism[image: External link] and writing criminal lives for the press to writing fictional criminal lives with Roxana[image: External link] and Moll Flanders[image: External link]. He also wrote Robinson Crusoe[image: External link] (1719).

If Addison and Steele were dominant in one type of prose, then Jonathan Swift[image: External link] author of the satire Gulliver's Travels[image: External link] was in another. In A Modest Proposal[image: External link] and the Drapier Letters, Swift reluctantly defended the Irish people from the predations of colonialism[image: External link]. This provoked riots and arrests, but Swift, who had no love of Irish Roman Catholics[image: External link], was outraged by the abuses he saw.

An effect of the Licensing Act[image: External link] of 1737 was to cause more than one aspiring playwright to switch over to writing novels. Henry Fielding[image: External link] (1707–54) began to write prose satire and novels after his plays could not pass the censors. In the interim, Samuel Richardson[image: External link] (1689–1761) had produced Pamela, or Virtue Rewarded[image: External link] (1740), and Henry Fielding attacked, what he saw, as the absurdity of this novel in, Joseph Andrews[image: External link] (1742) and Shamela[image: External link]. Subsequently, Fielding satirised Richardson's Clarissa[image: External link] (1748) with Tom Jones[image: External link] (1749). Tobias Smollett[image: External link] (1721–71) elevated the picaresque novel[image: External link] with works such as Roderick Random[image: External link] (1748) and Peregrine Pickle[image: External link] (1751).
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  Age of sensibility: 1750–1798




Main article: Sentimental novel[image: External link]


This period is also sometimes described as the "Age of Johnson".[57] Samuel Johnson[image: External link] (1709–1784), often referred to as Dr Johnson, was an English author who made lasting contributions to English literature as a poet, essayist, moralist, literary critic, biographer, editor and lexicographer[image: External link]. Johnson has been described as "arguably the most distinguished man of letters in English history".[58] After nine years of work, Johnson's A Dictionary of the English Language[image: External link] was published in 1755, and it had a far-reaching effect on Modern English[image: External link] and has been described as "one of the greatest single achievements of scholarship."[59]

The second half of the 18th century saw the emergence of three major Irish authors: Oliver Goldsmith[image: External link] (1728–1774), Richard Brinsley Sheridan[image: External link] (1751–1816) and Laurence Sterne[image: External link] (1713–68). Goldsmith is the author of The Vicar of Wakefield[image: External link] (1766), a pastoral poem The Deserted Village[image: External link] (1770) and two plays, The Good-Natur'd Man (1768) and She Stoops to Conquer[image: External link] (1773). Sheridan's first play, The Rivals[image: External link] (1775), was performed at Covent Garden[image: External link] and was an instant success. He went on to become the most significant London playwright of the late 18th century with a play like The School for Scandal[image: External link]. Both Goldsmith and Sheridan reacted against the sentimental comedy of the 18th-century theatre, writing plays closer to the style of Restoration comedy[image: External link].[60]

Sterne published his famous novel Tristram Shandy[image: External link] in parts between 1759 and 1767.[61] In 1778, Frances Burney[image: External link] (1752–1840) wrote Evelina[image: External link], one of the first novels of manners[image: External link].[62] Fanny Burney's novels "were enjoyed and admired by Jane Austen".[63]
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The Romantic movement in English literature of the early 19th century has its roots in 18th-century poetry, the Gothic novel[image: External link] and the novel of sensibility.[64] This includes the graveyard poets[image: External link], from the 1740s and later, whose works are characterised by gloomy meditations on mortality. To this was added, by later practitioners, a feeling for the 'sublime'[image: External link] and uncanny, and an interest in ancient English poetic forms and folk poetry.[65] The poets include Thomas Gray[image: External link] (1716–71), Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard[image: External link] (1751) i[66] and Edward Young[image: External link] (1683–1765), The Complaint, or Night Thoughts[image: External link] on Life, Death and Immortality (1742–45).[67] Other precursors are James Thomson[image: External link] (1700–48) and James Macpherson[image: External link] (1736–96).[64] James Macpherson was the first Scottish poet to gain an international reputation, with his claim to have found poetry written by the ancient bard Ossian[image: External link].[68]

The sentimental novel[image: External link] or "novel of sensibility[image: External link]" is a genre which developed during the second half of the 18th century. It celebrates the emotional and intellectual concepts of sentiment, sentimentalism[image: External link], and sensibility[image: External link]. Sentimentalism, which is to be distinguished from sensibility, was a fashion in both poetry and prose fiction which began in the 18th century in reaction to the rationalism of the Augustan Age[image: External link].[69] Among the most famous sentimental novels in English are Samuel Richardson[image: External link]'s Pamela, or Virtue Rewarded[image: External link] (1740), Oliver Goldsmith[image: External link]'s Vicar of Wakefield[image: External link] (1766), Laurence Sterne[image: External link]'s Tristram Shandy[image: External link] (1759–67), and Henry Mackenzie[image: External link]'s The Man of Feeling[image: External link] (1771).[70]

Significant foreign influences were the Germans Goethe[image: External link], Schiller[image: External link] and August Wilhelm Schlegel[image: External link] and French philosopher and writer Jean-Jacques Rousseau[image: External link] (1712–78).[71] Edmund Burke[image: External link]'s A Philosophical Enquiry into the Origin of Our Ideas of the Sublime and Beautiful[image: External link] (1757) is another important influence.[72] The changing landscape, brought about by the industrial[image: External link] and agricultural[image: External link] revolutions, was another influence on the growth of the Romantic movement in Britain.

In the late 18th century, Horace Walpole[image: External link]'s 1764 novel The Castle of Otranto[image: External link] created the Gothic fiction[image: External link] genre, that combines elements of horror[image: External link] and romance[image: External link]. Ann Radcliffe[image: External link] introduced the brooding figure of the gothic villain[image: External link] which developed into the Byronic hero[image: External link]. Her The Mysteries of Udolpho[image: External link] (1795) is frequently cited as the archetypal Gothic novel.[73]
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  Romanticism (1798–1837)




Main articles: Romanticism[image: External link], Romantic literature in English[image: External link], and Romanticism in Scotland[image: External link]


Romanticism[image: External link] was an artistic, literary, and intellectual movement that originated in Europe toward the end of the 18th century.[74] Romanticism arrived later in other parts of the English-speaking world.

The Romantic period was one of major social change in England and Wales, because of the depopulation of the countryside and the rapid development of overcrowded industrial cities, that took place in the period roughly between 1750 and 1850. The movement of so many people in England was the result of two forces: the Agricultural Revolution[image: External link], that involved the Enclosure[image: External link] of the land, drove workers off the land, and the Industrial Revolution[image: External link] which provided them employment.[75] Romanticism may be seen in part as a reaction to the Industrial Revolution[image: External link],[76] though it was also a revolt against aristocratic social and political norms of the Age of Enlightenment[image: External link], as well a reaction against the scientific rationalization[image: External link] of nature.[77] The French Revolution[image: External link] was an especially important influence on the political thinking of many of the Romantic poets.[78]

The landscape is often prominent in the poetry of this period, so much so that the Romantics, especially perhaps Wordsworth, are often described as 'nature poets'. However, the longer Romantic 'nature poems' have a wider concern because they are usually meditations on "an emotional problem or personal crisis".[79]
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 Romantic Poetry




Robert Burns[image: External link] (1759–1796) was a pioneer of the Romantic movement, and after his death he became a cultural icon in Scotland. The poet, painter, and printmaker William Blake[image: External link] (1757–1827) was another the early Romantic poets. Though Blake was generally unrecognised during his lifetime, he is now considered a seminal figure in the history of both the poetry and visual arts of the Romantic Age[image: External link]. Among his most important works are Songs of Innocence[image: External link] (1789) and Songs of Experience[image: External link] (1794) "and profound and difficult 'prophecies' ", such as "Jerusalem: the Emanation of the Giant Albion" (1804–c.1820).[80]

After Blake, among the earliest Romantics were the Lake Poets[image: External link], including William Wordsworth[image: External link] (1770–1850), Samuel Taylor Coleridge[image: External link] (1772–1834), Robert Southey[image: External link] (1774–1843) and journalist Thomas de Quincey[image: External link] (1785–1859). However, at the time Walter Scott[image: External link] (1771–1832) was the most famous poet.[81]

The early Romantic Poets[image: External link] brought a new emotionalism and introspection, and their emergence is marked by the first romantic manifesto in English literature, the "Preface" to Lyrical Ballads[image: External link] (1798). The poems in Lyrical Ballads[image: External link] were mostly by Wordsworth, though Coleridge contributed, "Rime of the Ancient Mariner[image: External link]".[82] Among Wordsworth's most important poems, are "Lines Composed a Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey[image: External link]", "Resolution and Independence[image: External link]", "Ode: Intimations of Immortality from Recollections of Early Childhood[image: External link]" and the autobiographical, epic The Prelude[image: External link].[83]

Robert Southey[image: External link] (1774–1843) was another of the so-called "Lake Poets[image: External link]", and Poet Laureate[image: External link] for 30 years, although his fame has been long eclipsed by William Wordsworth[image: External link] and Samuel Taylor Coleridge[image: External link]. Thomas De Quincey[image: External link] (1785–1859) is best known for his Confessions of an English Opium-Eater[image: External link] (1821),[84] Essayist William Hazlitt[image: External link] (1778–1830), friend of both Coleridge and Wordsworth, is best known today for his literary criticism, especially Characters of Shakespeare's Plays (1817–18).[85]
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 Second generation




The second generation of Romantic poets includes Lord Byron[image: External link] (1788–1824), Percy Bysshe Shelley[image: External link] (1792–1822) and John Keats[image: External link] (1795–1821). Byron, however, was still influenced by 18th-century satirists and was, perhaps the least 'romantic' of the three, preferring "the brilliant wit of Pope[image: External link] to what he called the 'wrong poetical system' of his Romantic contemporaries".[86] Byron achieved enormous fame and influence throughout Europe and Goethe[image: External link] called Byron "undoubtedly the greatest genius of our century".[87]

Shelley is perhaps best known for Ode to the West Wind[image: External link], To a Skylark[image: External link], and Adonaïs[image: External link], an elegy written on the death of Keats. His close circle of admirers included the most progressive thinkers of the day. A work like Queen Mab (1813) reveals Shelley, "as the direct heir to the French and British revolutionary intellectuals of the 1790s.[88] Shelley became an idol of the next three or four generations of poets, including important Victorian[image: External link] and Pre-Raphaelite[image: External link] poets such as Robert Browning[image: External link], and Dante Gabriel Rossetti[image: External link], as well as later W. B. Yeats[image: External link].[89]

Mary Shelley[image: External link] (1797–1851) is remembered as the author of Frankenstein[image: External link] (1818).

Though John Keats shared Byron and Shelley's radical politics, "his best poetry is not political",[90] but is especially noted for its sensuous music and imagery, along with a concern with material beauty and the transience of life.[91] Among his most famous works are "Ode to a Nightingale[image: External link]", "Ode on a Grecian Urn[image: External link]", ", "To Autumn[image: External link]". Keats has always been regarded as a major Romantic, "and his stature as a poet has grown steadily through all changes of fashion".[92]
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 Other poets




Another important poet in this period was John Clare[image: External link] (1793–1864), the son of a farm labourer, who came to be known for his celebratory representations of the English countryside and his lamentation for the changes taking place in rural England.[93] His poetry has undergone a major re-evaluation and he is often now considered to be among the most important 19th-century poets.[94]

George Crabbe[image: External link] (1754–1832) was an English poet who, during the Romantic period, wrote "closely observed, realistic portraits of rural life [...] in the heroic couplets[image: External link] of the Augustan age[image: External link]".[95] Modern critic Frank Whitehead has said that "Crabbe, in his verse tales in particular, is an important–indeed, a major–poet whose work has been and still is seriously undervalued."[96]
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 Romantic Novel




One of the most popular novelist of the era was Sir Walter Scott[image: External link], whose historical romances[image: External link] inspired a generation of painters, composers, and writers throughout Europe. Scott's novel-writing career was launched in 1814 with Waverley[image: External link], often called the first historical novel[image: External link],[97]

Jane Austen[image: External link]'s works critique the novels of sensibility[image: External link] of the second half of the 18th century and are part of the transition to 19th-century realism.[98] Her plots, in novels such as Pride and Prejudice[image: External link] (1813), Emma[image: External link] (1815), though fundamentally comic, highlight the dependence of women on marriage to secure social standing and economic security.[99]
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 Romanticism in America




Main articles: American literature[image: External link] and Romantic literature in English[image: External link]


The European Romantic movement reached America in the early 19th century. American Romanticism was just as multifaceted and individualistic as it was in Europe. Like the Europeans, the American Romantics demonstrated a high level of moral enthusiasm, commitment to individualism and the unfolding of the self, an emphasis on intuitive perception, and the assumption that the natural world was inherently good, while human society was corrupt.[100]

Romantic Gothic literature[image: External link] made an early appearance with Washington Irving[image: External link]'s The Legend of Sleepy Hollow[image: External link] (1820) and Rip Van Winkle[image: External link] (1819), There are picturesque "local color" elements in Washington Irving's essays and especially his travel books. From 1823 the prolific and popular novelist James Fenimore Cooper[image: External link] (1789–1851) began publishing his historical romances[image: External link] of frontier and Indian life. However, Edgar Allan Poe[image: External link]'s tales of the macabre that first appeared in the early 1830s, and his poetry were more influential in France than at home.[101][102]
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  Victorian literature (1837–1901)




Main article: Victorian literature[image: External link]
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 The Victorian novel




Main articles: English novel[image: External link] and Novel[image: External link]


It was in the Victorian era[image: External link] (1837–1901) that the novel became the leading literary genre[image: External link] in English.[103] Women played an important part in this rising popularity both as authors and as readers,[104] and monthly serialising of fiction also encouraged this surge in popularity, further aided by a combination of increased literacy, technological advances in printing, and improved economics of distribution.[105] Circulating libraries[image: External link], that allowed books to be borrowed for an annual subscription, were a further factor in the rising popularity of the novel.

The 1830s and 1840s saw the rise of social novel[image: External link], that "arose out of the social and political upheavals which followed the Reform Act of 1832[image: External link]".[106] This was in many ways a reaction to rapid industrialization[image: External link], and the social, political, and economic issues associated with it, and was a means of commenting on abuses of government and industry and the suffering of the poor, who were not profiting from England's economic prosperity.[107] Significant early examples of this genre include Sybil, or The Two Nations[image: External link] (1845) by Benjamin Disraeli[image: External link], and Charles Kingsley[image: External link]'s Alton Locke[image: External link] (1849).

Charles Dickens[image: External link] (1812–70) emerged on the literary scene in the late 1830s and soon became probably the most famous novelist in the history of English literature. Dickens fiercely satirised various aspects of society, including the workhouse[image: External link] in Oliver Twist[image: External link], the failures of the legal system in Bleak House[image: External link],[108] An early rival to Dickens was William Makepeace Thackeray[image: External link] (1811–63), who during the Victorian period ranked second only to him, but he is now known almost exclusively for Vanity Fair[image: External link] (1847). The Brontë[image: External link] sisters, Emily, Charlotte and Anne, were other significant novelists in the 1840s and 1850s.[109] Emily Brontë[image: External link]'s (1818–48) novel was Wuthering Heights[image: External link] and, according to Juliet Gardiner[image: External link], "the vivid sexual passion and power of its language and imagery impressed, bewildered and appalled reviewers,"[110] and led the Victorian public and many early reviewers to think that it had been written by a man.[111] Jane Eyre[image: External link] (1847) is Charlotte Brontë[image: External link]'s most famous work.

Elizabeth Gaskell[image: External link] (1810–65) was also a successful writer and her North and South[image: External link] contrasts the lifestyle in the industrial north of England with the wealthier south.[112] Anthony Trollope[image: External link]'s (1815–82) was one of the most successful, prolific and respected English novelists of the Victorian era. Trollope's novels portray the lives of the landowning and professional classes of early Victorian England.[113] George Eliot[image: External link]'s (Mary Ann Evans (1819–80) was a major novelist of the mid-Victorian period. Her works, especially Middlemarch[image: External link] (1871–72), are important examples of literary realism[image: External link], and are admired for their combination of high Victorian literary[image: External link] detail, with an intellectual breadth that removes them from the narrow geographic confines they often depict.[114]

George Meredith[image: External link] (1828–1909) is best remembered for his novels The Ordeal of Richard Fevered (1859), and The Egoist (1879). "His reputation stood very high well into" the 20th-century but then seriously declined.[115] An interest in rural matters and the changing social and economic situation of the countryside is seen in the novels of Thomas Hardy[image: External link] (1840–1928), including The Mayor of Casterbridge[image: External link] (1886), and Tess of the d'Urbervilles[image: External link] (1891). Hardy is a Victorian realist, in the tradition of George Eliot[image: External link],[116] and like Charles Dickens he was also highly critical of much in Victorian society. Another significant late-19th-century novelist is George Robert Gissing[image: External link] (1857–1903), who published 23 novels between 1880 and 1903. His best known novel is New Grub Street[image: External link] (1891).

Although pre-dated by John Ruskin[image: External link]'s The King of the Golden River[image: External link] in 1841, the history of the modern fantasy[image: External link] genre is generally said to begin with George MacDonald[image: External link], the influential author of The Princess and the Goblin[image: External link] and Phantastes[image: External link] (1858). Wilkie Collins[image: External link]' epistolary novel[image: External link] The Moonstone[image: External link] (1868), is generally considered the first detective novel[image: External link] in the English language.

Robert Louis Stevenson[image: External link] (1850–94) was an important Scottish writer at the end of the nineteenth century, author of Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde[image: External link] (1886), and the historical novel[image: External link] Kidnapped[image: External link] (1886). H. G. Wells[image: External link]'s (1866–1946) writing career began in the 1890s with science fiction[image: External link] novels like The Time Machine[image: External link] (1895), and The War of the Worlds[image: External link] (1898) which describes an invasion of late Victorian England by Martians[image: External link], and Wells is seen, along with Frenchman Jules Verne[image: External link] (1828–1905), as a major figure in the development of the science fiction genre. He also wrote realistic fiction about the lower middle class in novels like Kipps[image: External link] (1905).
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 American novel (From Romanticism to realism)




Main article: American literature[image: External link]


(See also the discussion of American literature under Romanticism above).

By the mid-19th century, the pre-eminence of literature from the British Isles began to be challenged by writers from the former American colonies. A major influence on American writers at this time was Romanticism[image: External link], which gave rise to New England[image: External link] Transcendentalism[image: External link], and the publication of Ralph Waldo Emerson[image: External link]'s 1836 essay Nature[image: External link] is usually considered the watershed moment at which transcendentalism became a major cultural movement.[100][117]

The romantic American novel developed fully with Nathaniel Hawthorne[image: External link]'s (1804–1864) The Scarlet Letter[image: External link] (1850), a stark drama of a woman cast out of her community for committing adultery. Hawthorne's fiction had a profound impact on his friend Herman Melville[image: External link] (1819–1891). In Moby-Dick[image: External link] (1851), an adventurous whaling voyage becomes the vehicle for examining such themes as obsession, the nature of evil, and human struggle against the elements. By the 1880s, however, psychological and social realism[image: External link] were competing with Romanticism in the novel.

American realist fiction has its beginnings in the 1870s with the works of Mark Twain, William Dean Howells[image: External link], and Henry James[image: External link].

Mark Twain (the pen name used by Samuel Langhorne Clemens[image: External link], 1835–1910) was the first major American writer to be born away from the East Coast – in the border state of Missouri[image: External link]. His regional masterpieces were the novels Adventures of Tom Sawyer[image: External link] (1876) and Adventures of Huckleberry Finn[image: External link] (1884). Twain's style changed the way Americans write their language. His characters speak like real people and sound distinctively American, using local dialects, newly invented words, and regional accents.

The most significant American novelist of the late 19th-century was Henry James[image: External link] (1843–1916).[citation needed[image: External link]] Although born in New York City, he spent most of his adult years in England. Many of his novels centre on Americans who live in or travel to Europe. James confronted the Old World-New World dilemma by writing directly about it. His works include The Portrait of a Lady[image: External link], The Bostonians[image: External link] (1886), The Princess Casamassima[image: External link] (1886).
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 Genre fiction




The premier ghost story[image: External link] writer of the 19th century was Sheridan Le Fanu[image: External link]. His works include the macabre mystery novel Uncle Silas[image: External link] (1865), and his Gothic novella Carmilla[image: External link] (1872) tells the story of a young woman's susceptibility to the attentions of a female vampire. Bram Stoker[image: External link]'s horror story Dracula[image: External link] (1897) belongs to a number of literary genres[image: External link], including vampire literature[image: External link], horror fiction[image: External link], gothic novel[image: External link] and invasion literature[image: External link].

Arthur Conan Doyle[image: External link]'s Sherlock Holmes[image: External link] is a brilliant London-based "consulting detective", famous for his intellectual prowess. Conan Doyle wrote four novels and 56 short stories[image: External link] featuring Holmes, from 1880 to 1907, with a final case in 1914. All but four Holmes stories are narrated by Holmes' friend, assistant, and biographer, Dr. Watson[image: External link]. The Lost World[image: External link] literary genre was inspired by real stories of archaeological discoveries by imperial adventurers. H. Rider Haggard[image: External link] wrote one of the earliest examples, King Solomon's Mines[image: External link], in 1885. Contemporary European politics and diplomatic manoeuvrings informed Anthony Hope[image: External link]'s Ruritanian adventure novel[image: External link] The Prisoner of Zenda[image: External link] (1894).
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 Children's literature




Literature for children[image: External link] developed as a separate genre. Some works become internationally known, such as those of Lewis Carroll[image: External link], Alice's Adventures in Wonderland[image: External link] (1865) and its sequel Through the Looking-Glass[image: External link]. Robert Louis Stevenson[image: External link]'s (1850–94) Treasure Island[image: External link] (1883), is the classic pirate[image: External link] adventure. At the end of the Victorian era and leading into the Edwardian era, Beatrix Potter[image: External link] was an author and illustrator, best known for her children's books, which featured animal characters. In her thirties, Potter published the highly successful children's book The Tale of Peter Rabbit[image: External link] in 1902. Potter eventually went on to publish 23 children's books, and became a wealthy woman.
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See also: English poetry § Victorian poetry[image: External link]


The leading poets during the Victorian period were Alfred, Lord Tennyson[image: External link] (1809–92), Robert Browning[image: External link] (1812–89), Elizabeth Barrett Browning[image: External link] (1806–61), and Matthew Arnold[image: External link] (1822–88). The poetry of this period was heavily influenced by the Romantics[image: External link], but also went off in its own directions.[118] Particularly notable was the development of the dramatic monologue[image: External link], a form used by many poets in this period, but perfected by Robert Browning. Literary criticism in the 20th century gradually drew attention to the links between Victorian poetry and modernism.[119]

Tennyson was Poet Laureate[image: External link] of the United Kingdom during much of Queen Victoria[image: External link]'s reign. He was described by T. S. Eliot, as "the greatest master of metrics as well as melancholia", and as having "the finest ear of any English poet since Milton".[120] Matthew Arnold[image: External link]'s reputation as a poet has "within the past few decades [...] plunged drastically."[121]

Dante Gabriel Rossetti[image: External link] (1828–82) was a poet, illustrator, painter and translator. He founded the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood[image: External link] in 1848 with William Holman Hunt[image: External link] and John Everett Millais[image: External link].[122] Rossetti's art was characterised by its sensuality and its medieval revivalism.[123] Arthur Clough[image: External link] (1819–1861) and George Meredith[image: External link] (1828–1909) are two other important minor poets of this era.[115][124]

Towards the end of the 19th century, English poets began to take an interest in French Symbolism[image: External link] and Victorian poetry entered a decadent fin-de-siècle[image: External link] phase.[125] Two groups of poets emerged in the 1890s, the Yellow Book[image: External link] poets who adhered to the tenets of Aestheticism[image: External link], including Algernon Charles Swinburne[image: External link], Oscar Wilde[image: External link] and Arthur Symons[image: External link] and the Rhymers' Club[image: External link] group, that included Ernest Dowson[image: External link], Lionel Johnson[image: External link] and Irishman William Butler Yeats[image: External link]. Yeats went on to become an important modernist in the 20th century.[126] Also in 1896 A. E. Housman[image: External link] published at his own expense A Shropshire Lad[image: External link].[127]

Writers of comic verse included the dramatist, librettist, poet and illustrator W. S. Gilbert[image: External link] (1836–1911), who is best known for his fourteen comic operas[image: External link], produced in collaboration[image: External link] with the composer Sir Arthur Sullivan[image: External link], of which the most famous include H.M.S. Pinafore[image: External link], and The Pirates of Penzance[image: External link].[128]

Novelist Thomas Hardy[image: External link] (1840–1928) wrote poetry throughout his career, but he did not publish his first collection until 1898, so that he tends to be treated as a 20th-century poet. Now regarded as a major poet, Gerard Manley Hopkins[image: External link]'s (1844–89) Poems were published posthumously by Robert Bridges in 1918.[129]
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Main article: American poetry[image: External link]


America also produced major poets in the 19th century, such as Emily Dickinson[image: External link] (1830–86) and Walt Whitman[image: External link] (1819–92). America's two greatest 19th-century poets could hardly have been more different in temperament and style. Walt Whitman[image: External link] (1819–92) was a working man, a traveler, a self-appointed nurse during the American Civil War[image: External link] (1861–65), and a poetic innovator. His major work was Leaves of Grass[image: External link], in which he uses a free-flowing verse and lines of irregular length to depict the all-inclusiveness of American democracy. Emily Dickinson[image: External link] (1830–86), on the other hand, lived the sheltered life of a genteel, unmarried woman in small-town Amherst, Massachusetts[image: External link]. Within its formal structure, her poetry is ingenious, witty, exquisitely wrought, and psychologically penetrating. Her work was unconventional for its day, and little of it was published during her lifetime.
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A change came in the Victorian era[image: External link] with a profusion on the London stage of farces[image: External link], musical burlesques[image: External link], extravaganzas[image: External link] and comic operas[image: External link] that competed with productions of Shakespeare[image: External link]'s plays and serious drama by dramatists like James Planché[image: External link] and Thomas William Robertson[image: External link]. In 1855, the German Reed Entertainments[image: External link] began a process of elevating the level of (formerly risqué) musical theatre in Britain that culminated in the famous series of comic operas by Gilbert and Sullivan[image: External link] and was followed by the 1890s with the first Edwardian musical comedies[image: External link]. The length of runs in the theatre changed rapidly during the Victorian period. As transport improved, poverty in London diminished, and street lighting made for safer travel at night, the number of potential patrons for the growing number of theatres increased enormously. Plays could run longer and still draw in the audiences, leading to better profits and improved production values. The first play to achieve 500 consecutive performances was the London comedy Our Boys[image: External link], opening in 1875. Its record of 1,362 performances was bested in 1892 by Charley's Aunt[image: External link].[130]

Several of Gilbert and Sullivan[image: External link]'s comic operas[image: External link] broke the 500-performance barrier, beginning with H.M.S. Pinafore[image: External link] in 1878, and Alfred Cellier[image: External link] and B. C. Stephenson[image: External link]'s 1886 hit, Dorothy[image: External link], ran for 931 performances. After W. S. Gilbert[image: External link], Oscar Wilde[image: External link] became the leading poet and dramatist of the late Victorian period. Wilde's plays, in particular, stand apart from the many now forgotten plays of Victorian times and have a much closer relationship to those of the Edwardian[image: External link] dramatists such as Irish playwright George Bernard Shaw[image: External link] (1856–1950), whose career began in the last decade of the 19th century, Wilde's 1895 comic masterpiece, The Importance of Being Earnest[image: External link], holds an ironic mirror to the aristocracy and displays a mastery of wit and paradoxical wisdom.
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Main articles: Twentieth-Century English literature[image: External link], American literature[image: External link], Scottish literature[image: External link], Irish literature[image: External link], and Welsh literature in English[image: External link]
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Main articles: Modernist literature[image: External link], Modernism[image: External link], and Modernist poetry in English[image: External link]


English literary modernism developed in the early twentieth-century out of a general sense of disillusionment with Victorian era[image: External link] attitudes of certainty, conservatism, and belief in the idea of objective truth.[131] The movement was influenced by the ideas of Charles Darwin[image: External link] (1809–82), Ernst Mach[image: External link] (1838–1916), Henri Bergson[image: External link] (1859–1941), Friedrich Nietzsche[image: External link] (1844–1900), James G. Frazer[image: External link] (1854–1941), Karl Marx[image: External link] (1818–83) (Das Kapital[image: External link], 1867), and the psychoanalytic theories of Sigmund Freud[image: External link] (1856–1939), among others.[132] The continental art movements of Impressionism[image: External link], and later Cubism[image: External link], were also important.[133] Important literary precursors of modernism, were: Fyodor Dostoevsky[image: External link] (1821–81) ( Walt Whitman[image: External link] (1819–92); Charles Baudelaire[image: External link] (1821–67); Rimbaud[image: External link] (1854–91); August Strindberg[image: External link] (1849–1912).[134]

A major British lyric poet of the first decades of the twentieth-century was Thomas Hardy[image: External link] (1840–1928). Though not a modernist, Hardy was an important transitional figure between the Victorian era and the twentieth-century. A major novelist of the late nineteenth-century, Hardy lived well into the third decade of the twentieth-century, though he only published poetry in this period. Another significant transitional figure between Victorians and modernists, the late nineteenth-century novelist, Henry James[image: External link] (1843–1916), continued to publish major novels into the twentieth-century, including The Golden Bowl[image: External link] (1904). Polish-born modernist novelist Joseph Conrad[image: External link] (1857–1924) published his first important works, Heart of Darkness[image: External link], in 1899 and Lord Jim[image: External link] in 1900. However, the Victorian Gerard Manley Hopkins[image: External link]'s (1844–89) highly original poetry was not published until 1918, long after his death, while the career of another major modernist poet, Irishman W. B. Yeats[image: External link] (1865–1939), began late in the Victorian era. Yeats was one of the foremost figures of twentieth-century English literature.

But while modernism[image: External link] was to become an important literary movement in the early decades of the new century, there were also many fine writers who, like Thomas Hardy, were not modernists. During the early decades of the twentieth-century the Georgian poets[image: External link] like Rupert Brooke (1887–1915), and Walter de la Mare[image: External link] (1873–1956), maintained a conservative approach to poetry by combining romanticism, sentimentality and hedonism. Another Georgian poet, Edward Thomas[image: External link] (1878–1917)[135] is one of the First World War[image: External link] poets along with Wilfred Owen[image: External link] (1893–1918), Rupert Brooke[image: External link] (1887–1915), Isaac Rosenberg[image: External link] (1890–1917), and Siegfried Sassoon[image: External link] (1886–1967). Irish playwrights George Bernard Shaw[image: External link] (1856–1950), J.M. Synge[image: External link] (1871–1909) and Seán O'Casey[image: External link] were influential in British drama. Shaw's career began in the last decade of the nineteenth-century, while Synge's plays belong to the first decade of the twentieth-century. Synge's most famous play, The Playboy of the Western World[image: External link], "caused outrage and riots when it was first performed" in Dublin in 1907.[136] George Bernard Shaw turned the Edwardian[image: External link] theatre into an arena for debate about important political and social issues.[137]

Novelists who are not considered modernists include H. G. Wells[image: External link] (1866–1946), John Galsworthy[image: External link] (1867–1933), (Nobel Prize[image: External link] in Literature, 1932) whose works include The Forsyte Saga[image: External link] (1906–21), and E.M. Forster[image: External link]'s (1879–1970), though Forster's work is "frequently regarded as containing both modernist and Victorian elements".[138] Forster's most famous work, A Passage to India[image: External link] 1924, reflected challenges to imperialism, while his earlier novels examined the restrictions and hypocrisy of Edwardian[image: External link] society in England. The most popular British writer of the early years of the twentieth-century was arguably Rudyard Kipling[image: External link] (1865–1936) a highly versatile writer of novels, short stories and poems.

In addition to W. B. Yeats[image: External link] other important early modernists poets were the American-born poet T. S. Eliot[image: External link] (1888–1965) Eliot became a British citizen in 1927 but was born and educated in America. His most famous works are: " Prufrock[image: External link]" (1915), The Wasteland[image: External link] (1922) and Four Quartets[image: External link] (1935–42).

Amongst the novelists, after Joseph Conrad[image: External link], other important early modernist include Dorothy Richardson[image: External link] (1873–1957), whose novel Pointed Roof (1915), is one of the earliest example of the stream of consciousness[image: External link] technique, and D. H. Lawrence[image: External link] (1885–1930), who published The Rainbow[image: External link] in 1915, though it was immediately seized by the police and Women in Love[image: External link] in 1920.[139] Then in 1922 Irishman James Joyce[image: External link]'s important modernist novel Ulysses[image: External link] appeared. Ulysses has been called "a demonstration and summation of the entire movement".[140]
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 Modernism in the 1920s and the 1930s




The modernist movement continued through the 1920s and 1930s and beyond.

Important British writers between the World Wars[image: External link], include the Scottish poet[image: External link] Hugh MacDiarmid[image: External link] (1892–1978), who began publishing in the 1920s, and novelist Virginia Woolf[image: External link] (1882–1941), who was an influential feminist, and a major stylistic innovator associated with the stream-of-consciousness[image: External link] technique in novels like Mrs Dalloway[image: External link] (1925) and To the Lighthouse[image: External link] (1927). T. S. Eliot[image: External link] had begun this attempt to revive poetic drama with Sweeney Agonistes[image: External link] in 1932, and this was followed by others including three further plays after the war. In Parenthesis[image: External link], a modernist epic poem[image: External link] based on author David Jones[image: External link]'s (1895–1974) experience of World War I, was published in 1937.

An important development, beginning in the 1930s and 1940s was a tradition of working class novels actually written by working-class background writers. Among these were coal miner Jack Jones[image: External link], James Hanley[image: External link], whose father was a stoker and who also went to sea as a young man, and coal miners Lewis Jones[image: External link] from South Wales[image: External link] and Harold Heslop[image: External link] from County Durham[image: External link].[141]

Aldous Huxley[image: External link] (1894–1963) published his famous dystopia[image: External link] Brave New World[image: External link] in 1932, the same year as John Cowper Powys[image: External link]'s A Glastonbury Romance[image: External link].[142] Samuel Beckett[image: External link] (1906–89) published his first major work, the novel Murphy in 1938. This same year Graham Greene[image: External link]'s (1904–91) first major novel Brighton Rock[image: External link] was published. Then in 1939 James Joyce[image: External link]'s published Finnegans Wake[image: External link], in which he creates a special language to express the consciousness of a dreaming character.[143] It was also in 1939 that another Irish modernist poet, W. B. Yeats[image: External link], died. British poet W. H. Auden[image: External link] (1907–1973) was another significant modernists in the 1930s.
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  After modernism: 1940 to 2000




Though some have seen modernism ending by around 1939,[144] with regard to English literature, "When (if) modernism petered out and postmodernism began has been contested almost as hotly as when the transition from Victorianism to modernism occurred".[145] In fact a number of modernists were still living and publishing in the 1950s and 1960, including T. S. Eliot[image: External link], Dorothy Richardson[image: External link], and Ezra Pound[image: External link]. Furthermore, Basil Bunting[image: External link], born in 1901, published little until Briggflatts[image: External link] in 1965 and Samuel Beckett[image: External link], born in Ireland in 1906, continued to produce significant works until the 1980s, though some view him as a post-modernist[image: External link].[146]

Among British writers in the 1940s and 1950s were poet Dylan Thomas[image: External link] and novelist Graham Greene[image: External link] whose works span the 1930s to the 1980s, while Evelyn Waugh[image: External link], W.H. Auden[image: External link] continued publishing into the 1960s.

Postmodern literature[image: External link] is both a continuation of the experimentation championed by writers of the modernist period (relying heavily, for example, on fragmentation, paradox, questionable narrators, etc.) and a reaction against Enlightenment ideas implicit in Modernist literature. Postmodern literature, like postmodernism as a whole, is difficult to define and there is little agreement on the exact characteristics, scope, and importance of postmodern literature. Among postmodern writers are the Americans Henry Miller[image: External link], William S. Burroughs[image: External link], Joseph Heller[image: External link], Kurt Vonnegut[image: External link], Hunter S. Thompson[image: External link], Truman Capote[image: External link] and Thomas Pynchon[image: External link].
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 The novel




In 1947 Malcolm Lowry[image: External link] published Under the Volcano[image: External link], while George Orwell[image: External link]'s satire of totalitarianism, Nineteen Eighty-Four[image: External link], was published in 1949. Other novelists writing in the 1950s and later were: Anthony Powell[image: External link] whose twelve-volume cycle of novels A Dance to the Music of Time[image: External link], is a comic examination of movements and manners, power and passivity in English political, cultural and military life in the mid-20th century; Nobel Prize[image: External link] laureate William Golding[image: External link]'s allegorical[image: External link] novel Lord of the Flies[image: External link] 1954, explores how culture created by man fails, using as an example a group of British schoolboys marooned on a deserted island. Philosopher Iris Murdoch[image: External link] was a prolific writer of novels throughout the second half of the 20th century, that deal especially with sexual relationships, morality, and the power of the unconscious.

Scottish writer Muriel Spark[image: External link] pushed the boundaries of realism in her novels. The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie[image: External link] (1961), at times takes the reader briefly into the distant future, to see the various fates that befall its characters. Anthony Burgess[image: External link] is especially remembered for his dystopian novel[image: External link] A Clockwork Orange[image: External link] (1962), set in the not-too-distant future. During the 1960s and 1970s, Paul Scott[image: External link] wrote his monumental series on the last decade of British rule in India[image: External link], The Raj Quartet[image: External link] (1966–1975). Scotland has in the late 20th century produced several important novelists, including the writer of How Late it Was, How Late[image: External link], James Kelman[image: External link], who like Samuel Beckett can create humour out of the most grim situations and Alasdair Gray[image: External link] whose Lanark: A Life in Four Books[image: External link] (1981) is a dystopian[image: External link] fantasy set in a surreal version of Glasgow[image: External link] called Unthank.[147]

Two significant Irish novelists are John Banville[image: External link] (born 1945) and Colm Tóibín[image: External link] (born 1955). Martin Amis[image: External link] (1949), Pat Barker[image: External link] (born 1943), Ian McEwan[image: External link] (born 1948) and Julian Barnes[image: External link] (born 1946) are other prominent late twentieth-century British novelists.
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 Drama




An important cultural movement in the British theatre which developed in the late 1950s and early 1960s was Kitchen sink realism[image: External link] (or "kitchen sink drama"), a term coined to describe art, novels, film and television plays[image: External link]. The term angry young men[image: External link] was often applied to members of this artistic movement. It used a style of social realism[image: External link] which depicts the domestic lives of the working class, to explore social issues and political issues. The drawing room plays[image: External link] of the post war period, typical of dramatists like Terence Rattigan[image: External link] and Noël Coward[image: External link] were challenged in the 1950s by these Angry Young Men[image: External link], in plays like John Osborne[image: External link]'s Look Back in Anger[image: External link] (1956).

Again In the 1950s, the absurdist[image: External link] play Waiting for Godot[image: External link] (1955), by Irish writer Samuel Beckett[image: External link] profoundly affected British drama. The Theatre of the Absurd[image: External link] influenced Harold Pinter[image: External link] (born 1930), (The Birthday Party[image: External link], 1958), whose works are often characterised by menace or claustrophobia. Beckett also influenced Tom Stoppard[image: External link] (born 1937) (Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead[image: External link], 1966). Stoppard's works are however also notable for their high-spirited wit and the great range of intellectual issues which he tackles in different plays.

An important new element in the world of British drama, from the beginnings of radio in the 1920s, was the commissioning of plays, or the adaption of existing plays, by BBC radio[image: External link]. This was especially important in the 1950s and 1960s (and from the 1960s for television). Many major British playwrights in fact, either effectively began their careers with the BBC, or had works adapted for radio, including Caryl Churchill[image: External link] and Tom Stoppard[image: External link] whose "first professional production was in the fifteen-minute Just Before Midnight programme on BBC Radio, which showcased new dramatists".[148] John Mortimer[image: External link] made his radio debut as a dramatist in 1955, with his adaptation of his own novel Like Men Betrayed for the BBC Light Programme[image: External link]. Other notable radio dramatists included Brendan Behan[image: External link], and novelist Angela Carter[image: External link].

Among the most famous works created for radio, are Dylan Thomas[image: External link]'s Under Milk Wood[image: External link] (1954), Samuel Beckett[image: External link]'s All That Fall[image: External link] (1957), Harold Pinter[image: External link]'s A Slight Ache[image: External link] (1959) and Robert Bolt[image: External link]'s A Man for All Seasons[image: External link] (1954).[149]
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Major poets like T. S. Eliot, W. H. Auden and Dylan Thomas were still publishing in this period. Though W. H. Auden[image: External link]'s (1907–1973) career began in the 1930s and 1940s he published several volumes in the 1950s and 1960s. His stature in modern literature has been contested, but probably the most common critical view from the 1930s onward ranked him as one of the three major twentieth-century British poets, and heir to Yeats and Eliot.[150]

New poets starting their careers in the 1950s and 1960s include Philip Larkin[image: External link] (1922–85) (The Whitsun Weddings[image: External link], 1964), Ted Hughes[image: External link] (1930–98) (The Hawk in the Rain[image: External link], 1957) and Irishman (born Northern Ireland) Seamus Heaney[image: External link] (1939–2013) (Death of a Naturalist[image: External link], 1966). Northern Ireland has also produced a number of other significant poets, including Derek Mahon[image: External link] and Paul Muldoon[image: External link]. In the 1960s and 1970s Martian poetry[image: External link] aimed to break the grip of 'the familiar', by describing ordinary things in unfamiliar ways, as though, for example, through the eyes of a Martian[image: External link]. Poets most closely associated with it are Craig Raine[image: External link] and Christopher Reid[image: External link].

Another literary movement in this period was the British Poetry Revival[image: External link] was a wide-reaching collection of groupings and subgroupings that embraces performance[image: External link], sound[image: External link] and concrete poetry[image: External link]. The Mersey Beat poets[image: External link] were Adrian Henri[image: External link], Brian Patten[image: External link] and Roger McGough[image: External link]. Their work was a self-conscious attempt at creating an English equivalent to the American Beats[image: External link]. Other noteworthy later twentieth-century poets are Welshman R. S. Thomas[image: External link], Geoffrey Hill[image: External link], Charles Tomlinson[image: External link] and Carol Ann Duffy[image: External link]. Geoffrey Hill[image: External link] (born 1932) is considered one of the most distinguished English poets of his generation,[151] Charles Tomlinson[image: External link] (born 1927) is another important English poet of an older generation, though "since his first publication in 1951, has built a career that has seen more notice in the international scene than in his native England.[152]
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 Literature from the Commonwealth of Nations




See also: Postcolonial[image: External link], Australian[image: External link], Canadian[image: External link], Caribbean[image: External link], Indian[image: External link], New Zealand[image: External link], Pakistani[image: External link], African[image: External link].[note 1] and Migrant literature[image: External link].

From 1950 on a significant number of major writers came from countries that had over the centuries been settled by the British, other than America which had been producing significant writers from at least the Victorian period[image: External link]. There had of course been a few important works in English prior to 1950 from the then British Empire[image: External link]. The South African writer[image: External link] Olive Schreiner[image: External link]'s famous novel The Story of an African Farm[image: External link] was published in 1883 and New Zealander[image: External link] Katherine Mansfield[image: External link] published her first collection of short stories, In a German Pension, in 1911. The first major novelist, writing in English, from the Indian sub-continent[image: External link], R. K. Narayan[image: External link], began publishing in England in the 1930s, thanks to the encouragement of English novelist Graham Greene[image: External link].[153] Caribbean writer[image: External link] Jean Rhys[image: External link]'s writing career began as early as 1928, though her most famous work, Wide Sargasso Sea[image: External link], was not published until 1966. South Africa's Alan Paton[image: External link]'s famous Cry, the Beloved Country[image: External link] dates from 1948. Doris Lessing[image: External link] from Southern Rhodesia[image: External link], now Zimbabwe[image: External link], was a dominant presence in the English literary scene, frequently publishing from 1950 on throughout the 20th century, and she won the nobel prize for literature in 2007.

Salman Rushdie[image: External link] is another post Second World War writers from the former British colonies who permanently settled in Britain[image: External link]. Rushdie achieved fame with Midnight's Children[image: External link] 1981. His most controversial novel The Satanic Verses[image: External link] 1989, was inspired in part by the life of Muhammad. V. S. Naipaul[image: External link] (born 1932), born in Trinidad[image: External link], was another immigrant, who wrote among other things A Bend in the River[image: External link] (1979). Naipaul won the Nobel Prize in Literature[image: External link].[154]

From Nigeria[image: External link] a number of writers have achieved an international reputation for works in English, including novelist Chinua Achebe[image: External link], as well as playwright Wole Soyinka[image: External link]. Soyinka won the Nobel Prize[image: External link] for literature in 1986, as did South African[image: External link] novelist Nadine Gordimer[image: External link] in 1995. Other South African writers in English are novelist J.M. Coetzee[image: External link] (Nobel Prize 2003) and playwright Athol Fugard[image: External link]. Kenya[image: External link]'s most internationally renowned author is Ngũgĩ wa Thiong'o[image: External link] who has written novels, plays and short stories in English. Poet Derek Walcott[image: External link], from St Lucia[image: External link] in the Caribbean, was another Nobel Prize winner in 1992. An Australian[image: External link] Patrick White[image: External link], a major novelist in this period, whose first work was published in 1939, won in (1973). Other noteworthy Australian writers at the end of this period are poet Les Murray[image: External link], and novelist Peter Carey[image: External link] (born 1943), who is one of only four writers to have won the Booker Prize[image: External link] twice.[155]

Major Canadian novelists include Carol Shields[image: External link], Lawrence Hill[image: External link], Margaret Atwood[image: External link] and Alice Munro[image: External link]. Carol Shields[image: External link] novel The Stone Diaries won the 1995 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction[image: External link], and another novel, Larry's Party[image: External link], won the Orange Prize[image: External link] in 1998. Lawrence Hill[image: External link]'s Book of Negroes[image: External link] won the 2008 Commonwealth Writers' Prize[image: External link] Overall Best Book Award, while Alice Munro[image: External link] became the first Canadian to win the Nobel Prize in Literature[image: External link] in 2013.[156] Munro also received the Man Booker International Prize[image: External link] in 2009. Amongst internationally known poets are Leonard Cohen[image: External link] and Anne Carson[image: External link]. Carson in 1996 won the Lannan Literary Award[image: External link] for poetry. The foundation's awards in 2006 for poetry, fiction and nonfiction each came with $US 150,000.
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 American writers




Main articles: American literature[image: External link], American poetry[image: External link], and Theater of the United States[image: External link]


From 1940 into the 21st century, American playwrights, poets and novelists have continued to be internationally prominent.
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  Genre fiction in the twentieth-century




Main article: Genre fiction[image: External link]


Many works published in the twentieth-century were examples of genre fiction[image: External link]. This designation includes the crime novels[image: External link], spy novel[image: External link], historical romance[image: External link], fantasy[image: External link], graphic novel[image: External link], and science fiction[image: External link].

Agatha Christie[image: External link] (1890–1976) was an important crime writer of novels, short stories and plays, who is best remembered for her 80 detective novels[image: External link] as well as her successful plays for the West End theatre[image: External link]. Another popular writer during the Golden Age of detective fiction was Dorothy L. Sayers[image: External link] (1893–1957). Other recent noteworthy writers in this genre are Ruth Rendell[image: External link], P. D. James[image: External link] and Scot Ian Rankin[image: External link]. Erskine Childers[image: External link]' The Riddle of the Sands[image: External link] (1903), is an early example of spy fiction[image: External link]. Another noted writer in the spy novel[image: External link] genre was John le Carré[image: External link], while in thriller[image: External link] writing, Ian Fleming[image: External link] created the character James Bond 007[image: External link].

The novelist Georgette Heyer[image: External link] created the historical romance[image: External link] genre. While the Hungarian-born Emma Orczy[image: External link]'s (1865–1947) also wrote in this genre. Her original play, The Scarlet Pimpernel[image: External link], ' became a favourite of London audiences, playing more than 2,000 performances and becoming one of the most popular shows staged in England to that date.[157]

Among significant writers in the fantasy genre were Tolkien[image: External link] the author of The Hobbit[image: External link] and The Lord of the Rings[image: External link]. C. S. Lewis[image: External link] author of The Screwtape Letters[image: External link], The Chronicles of Narnia[image: External link], and The Space Trilogy[image: External link], and J. K. Rowling[image: External link] who wrote the highly successful Harry Potter[image: External link] series. Lloyd Alexander[image: External link] winner of the Newbery Honor[image: External link] as well as the Newbery Medal[image: External link] for his The Chronicles of Prydain[image: External link] pentalogy[image: External link] is another significant author of fantasy novels[image: External link] for younger readers. Like fantasy In the later decades of the 20th century, the genre of science fiction[image: External link] began to be taken more seriously, and this was because of the work of writers such as Arthur C. Clarke[image: External link]'s (2001: A Space Odyssey[image: External link]), and Michael Moorcock[image: External link]. Another prominent writer in this genre, Douglas Adams[image: External link], is particularly associated with the comic science fiction work, The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy. Mainstream novelists such Doris Lessing[image: External link] and Margaret Atwood[image: External link] also wrote works in this genre.

Noted writers in the field of comic books[image: External link] are Neil Gaiman[image: External link], and Alan Moore[image: External link], while Gaiman also produces graphic novels[image: External link].
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 Nobel Prizes in English literature






	
Rudyard Kipling[image: External link] (1907): UK (born in British India[image: External link])

	
Rabindranath Tagore[image: External link] (1913): India

	
W. B. Yeats[image: External link] (1923): Ireland

	
George Bernard Shaw[image: External link] (1925): Ireland

	
Sinclair Lewis[image: External link] (1930): US

	
John Galsworthy[image: External link] (1932): UK

	
Eugene O'Neill[image: External link] (1936): US

	
Pearl S. Buck[image: External link] (1938): US

	
T. S. Eliot[image: External link] (1948): UK (born in the US)

	
William Faulkner[image: External link] (1949): US

	
Bertrand Russell[image: External link] (1950): UK

	
Winston Churchill[image: External link] (1953): UK

	
Ernest Hemingway[image: External link] (1954): US

	
John Steinbeck[image: External link] (1962): US

	
Samuel Beckett[image: External link] (1969): Ireland (lived in France much of his life)

	
Patrick White[image: External link] (1973): Australia

	
Saul Bellow[image: External link] (1976): US (born in Canada[image: External link])

	
Isaac Bashevis Singer[image: External link] (1978): US (born in Poland[image: External link])

	
William Golding[image: External link] (1983): UK

	
Wole Soyinka[image: External link] (1986): Nigeria

	
Joseph Brodsky[image: External link] (1987): US (born in Russia)

	
Nadine Gordimer[image: External link] (1991): South Africa

	
Derek Walcott[image: External link] (1992): St Lucia, West Indies

	
Toni Morrison[image: External link] (1993): US

	
Seamus Heaney[image: External link] (1995): Ireland

	
V. S. Naipaul[image: External link] (2001): UK (born in Trinidad[image: External link])

	
J. M. Coetzee[image: External link] (2003): South Africa

	
Harold Pinter[image: External link] (2005): UK

	
Doris Lessing[image: External link] (2007): UK (grew-up in Zimbabwe[image: External link])

	
Alice Munro[image: External link] (2013): Canada

	
Bob Dylan[image: External link] (2016): US
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 See also






	
British literature[image: External link]

	Theatre of the United Kingdom[image: External link]

	Literature of Birmingham[image: External link]





	English novel[image: External link]

	
English poetry[image: External link]

	List of English-language poets[image: External link]





	
Irish literature[image: External link]

	Irish theatre[image: External link]

	Literature of Northern Ireland[image: External link]





	Literature in the other languages of Britain[image: External link]

	
Scottish literature[image: External link]

	Theatre in Scotland[image: External link]





	
Welsh literature in English[image: External link]

	Theatre of Wales[image: External link]





	Women's writing in English[image: External link]

	List of Commonwealth Writers prizes[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ And see former British colonies[image: External link], Nigeria[image: External link], Kenya[image: External link], South African literature[image: External link], etc
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Burberry






Burberry Group, Inc., is a British[image: External link] luxury[image: External link] fashion house[image: External link] headquartered in London, England[image: External link]. Its main fashion house focuses on and distributes trench coats[image: External link], ready-to-wear outerwear[image: External link], fashion accessories[image: External link], fragrances[image: External link], sunglasses[image: External link], and cosmetics[image: External link].

Established in 1856 by Thomas Burberry[image: External link], originally focusing on the development of outdoor attire, the fashion house has moved on to the high fashion market[image: External link] developing and creation of the first of its kind fabric called Gabardine, which is completely breathable and waterproof, exclusively made for the brand. Developing 45 degrees unique pattern-based scarves[image: External link], trench coats[image: External link], and other fashion accessories. The first shop opened up in the Haymarket[image: External link], London, in 1891. Burberry was an independent family-controlled company[image: External link] until 1955, when it was reincorporated. The fashion house has dressed notable actors, world leaders, musicians, and athletes.

Its distinctive check pattern has become one of its most widely copied trademarks[image: External link]. Burberry is most famous for its trench coat. Burberry has branded stores and franchises around the world and sells through concessions in third-party stores. Its coats were worn in the trenches of World War I by British soldiers, and for decades thereafter Burberry became so much a part of British culture[image: External link] that Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link] and the Prince of Wales[image: External link] have granted the company Royal Warrants[image: External link].

Christopher Bailey[image: External link] has been the CEO[image: External link] and Chief Creative Officer[image: External link] since 2014. The company is listed on the London Stock Exchange[image: External link] and is a constituent of the FTSE 100 Index[image: External link]. In 2015, Burberry ranked 73rd in Interbrand[image: External link]'s Best Global Brands report, ahead of Ralph Lauren[image: External link] and Hugo Boss[image: External link].[2][3] Burberry has more than 500 stores in over 50 countries.[4]

It took over 100 years for the Burberry trench coats to be made in more than two different colours: khaki (dust-coloured) and black. Since 2015 trench coats for men as well as women have started to become available in new colours red, white and honey worldwide.

In May 2017, the C.E.O. Christopher Bailey[image: External link] decided to close the Hong Kong customer service department due to poor performance of the entire Asia Pacific office led by Alek Friskan, Alex Lo and Brian Tse. Recently its annual sales is worse than ever, and its development rate is globally minus 17 %.
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 History
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 Early years, 19th century




Burberry was founded in 1856 when 21-year-old Thomas Burberry[image: External link], a former draper's apprentice, opened his own store in Basingstoke[image: External link], Hampshire, England.[5] By 1870, the business had established itself by focusing on the development of outdoors attire.[5] In 1879, Burberry introduced in his brand the gabardine[image: External link], a hardwearing, water-resistant yet breathable fabric, in which the yarn is waterproofed before weaving.[6] "Burberry" was the original name, but then the company soon switched to using the name "Burberrys", after many customers from around the world began calling it "Burberrys of London". In 1999, it reverted to its old name, "Burberry". The name "Burberrys of London" is still visible on many older Burberry products. In 1891, Burberry opened a shop in the Haymarket[image: External link], London.[5] Before being termed as trench, it was known as the Tielocken worn by the british officers which featured a belt with no buttons, double- breasted, and protected the body from neck to knees the word "Trench coat" was coined because britisher officers wore them at the trenches.
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 20th century




In 1901, the Burberry Equestrian Knight Logo was developed containing the Latin word "Prorsum", meaning forwards, and later registered it as a trademark in 1909.[5] In 1911 they became the outfitters for Roald Amundsen[image: External link],[5] the first man to reach the South Pole[image: External link], and Ernest Shackleton[image: External link], who led a 1914 expedition to cross Antarctica[image: External link]. A Burberry gabardine jacket was worn by George Mallory[image: External link] on his attempt on Mount Everest[image: External link] in 1924.[7]

Adapted to meet the needs of military personnel, the "trench coat[image: External link]"[5] was born during the First World War. After the war, the trench coat became popular with civilians. The iconic Burberry check has been in use since at least the 1920s, primarily as a lining in its trench coats.[5] Burberry also specially designed aviation garments. in 1937, A.E. Clouston[image: External link] and Betty Kirby-Green broke the world record for the fastest return flight from London to Cape Town in "The Burberry" plane – which was sponsored by the brand.[8] Burberry was an independent family controlled company until 1955, when it was taken over by Great Universal Stores[image: External link] (GUS).[9]
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Stars of the modern world began wearing the Burberrys brand. During the 1970s and 1980s, Burberrys signed agreements with worldwide manufacturers to produce complementary products to the existing British collection such as suits, trousers, shirts, sportswear, accessories, for men, ladies and children. These products, designed under the strict control of headquarters in London, were produced and distributed through independent retail stores worldwide as well as the Burberry stores, and contributed to the growth of the brand in sales and profits through to the late 90s, although the full extent of sales was not apparent in the parent company accounts since much was done through licensed agreements. The company had signed Lord Litchfield[image: External link] as photographer, Lord (Leonard) Wolfson[image: External link] was Chairman and Stanley Peacock OBE[image: External link] Managing Director. In 1998, Burberrys changed their marketing name to Burberry following the retirement of the aforementioned.
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 21st century




In May 2001, Christopher Bailey[image: External link] joined Burberry as creative director.[10][11]

However, between 2001 and 2005, Burberry became associated with " chav[image: External link]" and football hooligan[image: External link] culture. This change in the brand reputation was attributed to lower priced products, the proliferation of counterfeit goods adopting Burberry's trademark check pattern, as well as adoption by celebrities prominently identified with "chav" culture. The association with football hooliganism led to the wearing of Burberry check garments being banned at some venues.[12][13] GUS divested its remaining interest in Burberry in December 2005.[14][15] Burberry Group plc was initially floated on the London Stock Exchange in July 2002. In 2005, Sanyo-shokai was the Burberry ready-to-wear[image: External link] licence holder in Japan with retail value of €435 million.[16]

In 2006, Rose Marie Bravo[image: External link], who as Chief Executive[image: External link] had led Burberry to mass market success through licensing[image: External link], decided to retire.[17] She was replaced by another American, Angela Ahrendts[image: External link],[18] who joined from Liz Claiborne[image: External link] in January 2006, and took up the position of CEO on 1 July 2006. Ahrendts and Bailey successfully turned around the then Chav[image: External link]-like reputation that the brand had acquired at the end of Bravo's tenure, by removing the brand's check-pattern from all but 10% of the company's products and buying out the Spanish[image: External link] franchise that was worth 20% of group revenues.[10][19][20]

Burberry first began selling online in the US, followed by the UK in October 2006, and the rest of the EU in 2007.[21] Bailey became Chief Creative Officer in November 2009, whilst it was reported that during 2012 Ahrendts was the highest paid CEO in the UK, making £16.9m,[22] the first time an English woman has held that title.[23]

In October 2013, it was announced that Ahrendts would take up the position of Senior Vice President of retail and online at Apple, Inc. from April 2014, and be replaced as CEO by Bailey.[24] During her tenure, sales increased to over £2 billion, and shares gained more than threefold to £7 billion.[25] Although Burberry promotes its British connection, according to The Guardian[image: External link], a British national daily newspaper, as of July 2012, Burberry maintains two production facilities in Great Britain, one in Castleford[image: External link] producing raincoats, and one in Keighley[image: External link].[26] In spring 2014, fashion designer Christopher Bailey[image: External link] became CEO of Burberry and retained the role as chief creative officer.[24] His basic salary was £1.1m, with total compensation of up to £10m a year depending on sales targets being met.[27]

In July 2016, it was announced that Céline[image: External link] boss Marco Gobbetti will takeover as CEO of the FTSE 100 Company, while Christopher Bailey will become Creative Director and President.[28] In 2016, the label launched its "Mr Burberry" fragrance.[29] In 2016, Burberry had an increase in reported profits, with 77 percent of sales coming from Burberry's stores. The increase was in part attributed to strong sales in Asia. In early May 2017, the store announced it was moving 300 employees from London to Leeds. In July 2017, Gobbetti will replace Bailey as CEO.[29]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Stores




The number of Burberry stores on 1 May 2016



	
Africa


	 South Africa[image: External link]: 4

	  Egypt[image: External link]: 3




	
Americas


	 United States[image: External link]: 63

	  Canada[image: External link]: 12

	  Brazil[image: External link]: 8

	  Mexico[image: External link]: 5

	  Colombia[image: External link]: 2

	  Panama[image: External link]: 2

	  Aruba[image: External link]: 1

	  Barbados[image: External link]: 1

	  Chile[image: External link]: 1




	
Asia


	 South Korea[image: External link]: 62

	  China[image: External link]: 54

	  Japan[image: External link]: 39

	 Hong Kong[image: External link]: 15

	  Taiwan[image: External link]: 15

	 United Arab Emirates[image: External link]: 13

	  India[image: External link]: 7

	 Saudi Arabia[image: External link]: 6

	  Kuwait[image: External link]: 4

	  Malaysia[image: External link]: 3

	  Philippines[image: External link]: 3

	  Qatar[image: External link]: 3

	  Singapore[image: External link]: 3

	  Vietnam[image: External link]: 3

	  Indonesia[image: External link]: 2

	  Lebanon[image: External link]: 2

	  Macau[image: External link]: 2

	  Mongolia[image: External link]: 2

	  Thailand[image: External link]: 2

	  Bahrain[image: External link]: 2

	  Jordan[image: External link]: 1

	  Kazakhstan[image: External link]: 1




	
Europe


	 United Kingdom[image: External link]: 23

	  France[image: External link]: 22

	  Italy[image: External link]: 17

	  Spain[image: External link]: 17

	  Germany[image: External link]: 11

	  Turkey[image: External link]: 9

	  Portugal[image: External link]: 7

	  Russia[image: External link]: 5

	  Netherlands[image: External link]: 4

	  Poland[image: External link]: 4

	  Azerbaijan[image: External link]: 3

	   Switzerland[image: External link]: 3

	  Belgium[image: External link]: 2

	 Czech Republic[image: External link]: 2

	  Denmark[image: External link]: 2

	  Sweden[image: External link]: 2

	  Austria[image: External link]: 1

	  Armenia[image: External link]: 1

	  Croatia[image: External link]: 1

	  Estonia[image: External link]: 1

	  Finland[image: External link]: 1

	  Georgia[image: External link]: 1

	  Hungary[image: External link]: 1

	  Ireland[image: External link]: 1

	  Latvia[image: External link]: 1

	  Lithuania[image: External link]: 1

	  Norway[image: External link]: 1

	  Romania[image: External link]: 1

	  Ukraine[image: External link]: 1




	
Oceania


	  Australia[image: External link]: 5
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 Brand designs




Burberry operates under 3 sub-brands (2014):[1][30]


	Burberry Prorsum – The most fashion forward collection centered around runway shows, providing the design inspiration for the brand.

	Burberry London – The tailored collection, typically what a customer wears on weekdays for work.

	Burberry Brit – The most casual collection, typically worn on the weekend.
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 Products




The company's main fashion house focuses on and distributes ready-to-wear outerwear[image: External link], fashion accessories[image: External link], fragrances[image: External link], sunglasses[image: External link], and cosmetics[image: External link].[30]
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Lancôme






Lancôme is a French luxury perfumes and cosmetics house that distributes products internationally.[1] Lancôme is part of the L'Oreal[image: External link] Luxury Products division, which is its parent company and offers skin care[image: External link], fragrances[image: External link], and makeup at higher-end prices.
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 History




Founded in 1935 by Guillaume d'Ornano and his business partner Armand Petitjean in France, as originally a fragrance house. The name "Lancôme" was inspired by the forest of Lancosme that lies in the Indre valley in the heart of France in the region of La Brenne - the name was chosen by Guillaume's wife Elisabeth d'Ornano. The roses in the area inspired the company's symbol of the single golden rose.[2]

Lancôme launched its first five fragrances in 1935 at the World's Fair[image: External link] in Brussels: Tendre Nuit, Bocages, Conquete, Kypre and Tropiques. Petitjean entered into the luxury skincare market, launching Nutrix, his first "all-purpose repair cream" in 1936, followed by make-up, cosmetics, and skincare products. Lancôme was acquired by L'oreal in 1964, and quickly became part of its luxury products division.
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 Products




The company provides fragrances, skin care, and makeup. Their most famous products include their mascaras, namely "Hypnôse", their Visionnaire Range which contains a patented ingredient, "LR 2412", aimed to improve skin texture qualities, especially in pore reduction, fine lines and uneven skin tone.[citation needed[image: External link]] Lancome has recently released a new serum called "Dreamtone", which claims to improve on colour irregularities including sun spots and blemish marks.[citation needed[image: External link]] The serum is available in three colour integrals, fair, medium and dark to match individual skin tones.

Lancôme fragrances are made in association with perfumers: Alain Astori, Annick Menardo, Daniela Roche-Andrier, Christian Biecher, Jacques Cavallier[image: External link], Calice Becker[image: External link], Pauline Zanoni, Maurice Roucel[image: External link], Thierry Wasser[image: External link], Christine Nage, Armand Petitjean, Gerard Goupy, Olivier Cresp, Harry Fremont, Alberto Morillas, Dominique Ropion, Olivier Polge, Francis Kurkdjian[image: External link], Robert Gonnon, Nathalie Lorson, Sophia Grojsman[image: External link], and Alienor Massenet.
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 Advertising




Despite founder Armand Petijean's assertion that Lancôme never advertise, today Lancôme is one of the top advertisers in the luxury beauty arena. Its ads can be seen in numerous publications worldwide, from Harper's Bazaar to French Vogue. Lancôme's ads have been shot by the leading photographers, including Peter Lindbergh[image: External link], Mario Testino[image: External link], Mario Sorrenti[image: External link], Nick Knight[image: External link], Steven Meisel[image: External link], Brigitte Lacombe[image: External link], Patrick Demarchelier[image: External link] & Dusan Reljin.

In 2012 Lancôme premiered a TV advertisement featuring 1930s cartoon icon Betty Boop[image: External link].[3] Supermodel Daria Werbowy[image: External link] and Betty talk candidly as Betty gives Daria advice about how to find a role in her "first big film".
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 Spokesmodels and spokespersons




The brand is represented by actresses, global supermodels, makeup artists and perfumers. Emerging fashion designers have collaborated with the brand, including design duo Proenza Schouler[image: External link], who created a dress inspired by Lancôme's Hypnôse fragrance, and Alber Elbaz[image: External link] who designed the packaging for a trio of mascaras.

In 1978, at the age of eighteen, Carol Alt[image: External link] became the youngest model to be the face of Lancôme. Nancy Dutiel[image: External link] also modeled for Lancôme during this period. More recently, models Shalom Harlow[image: External link], Marie Gillain[image: External link] and Raica Oliveira[image: External link][4] have also been spokesmodels for Lancôme.

One of Lancôme's longest-running partnerships was with actress Isabella Rossellini[image: External link]. Signed in 1982, Rossellini was the international face of Lancôme for 14 years.

Ukrainian[image: External link]-Canadian model Daria Werbowy[image: External link] joined the brand in 2005, and has been featured in Lancome ads. Spanish actress and model Inés Sastre[image: External link] has represented Lancôme as a global spokesmodel since 1996, appearing in dozens of Lancôme advertisements over the years.

In September 2008, Dominican model Arlenis Sosa[image: External link] became the spokesmodel for the brand.

in 2009, Isabella Rossellini[image: External link]'s daughter Elettra Rossellini Wiedemann[image: External link] became the new face of Lancôme.

In 2010, ipsy[image: External link] founder Michelle Phan[image: External link] signed a deal with Lancomeand became their first Vietnamese spokesperson.

Other renowned actresses have also worked with the brand, including Juliette Binoche[image: External link], Uma Thurman, Drew Barrymore, Mena Suvari[image: External link], Laura Morante, Kate Winslet,[5] Anne Hathaway[image: External link],[6] Julia Roberts, Penélope Cruz[image: External link], Emma Watson, and currently Lupita Nyong'o[image: External link].[7] Clive Owen[image: External link] was the first male spokesperson for Lancôme's Men's skincare range and the fragrance Hypnôse Homme.
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 Makeup artists




Lancôme has collaborated with several makeup artists. Fred Farrugia created 13 colour collections during his tenure as artistic makeup director (1997–2004). His "Pollen" collection in 2000 introduced the industry's first lip gloss in a tube: Juicy Tubes.

Lancôme has several top makeup artists representing it, Aaron De Mey and Sandy Linter. Sandy is Lancôme's "Beauty At Every Age Expert", and Aaron is Lancôme's National Artistic Director for Makeup. Aaron De Mey is no longer the Artistic Director for Lancome. Lancôme UK has recently signed Alex Babsky to be the brand's UK Make Up Ambassador.[8]

Lancôme Makeup announced in January 2015 that UK makeup artist Lisa Eldridge has been appointed as its Global Creative Director.[9]
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 Controversy
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 Hong Kong




Main article: Denise Ho[image: External link]


On 5 June 2016, Lancôme canceled a promotional concert by Hong Kong pro-democracy[image: External link] singer Denise Ho[image: External link] that was scheduled to be held on 19 June in Sheung Wan[image: External link].[10] The cancellation was due to a boycott campaign launched by the Communist Party[image: External link]-controlled Global Times[image: External link], which denigrated the Cantopop[image: External link] star for supposedly advocating Hong Kong and Tibet independence.[10] Lancôme posted on Facebook[image: External link] that Ho is not a spokesperson for the brand.[11] The cancellation drew a heavy backlash in Hong Kong, resulting in some Lancôme shops in Hong Kong shutting down during the protests.[12] Some Hong Kong merchants refused to accept the political pressure from the Chinese[image: External link] government.[13] Listerine[image: External link], another brand that Ho represents, retained the singer despite criticism from the Global Times for hiring Ho as its spokesperson.[10]

Ho ended up playing the concert without Lancôme's support.[14]
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British Academy of Film and Television Arts






"BAFTA" redirects here. For other uses, see BAFTA (disambiguation)[image: External link].

For the most recent awards, see 70th British Academy Film Awards[image: External link], 2017 British Academy Television Awards[image: External link], and 13th British Academy Games Awards[image: External link].

The British Academy of Film and Television Arts (BAFTA) is an independent charity that supports, develops and promotes the art forms of the moving image – film, television and game in the United Kingdom[image: External link]. In addition to its annual awards ceremonies, BAFTA has an international, year-round programme of learning events and initiatives offering access to talent through workshops, masterclasses, scholarships, lectures and mentoring schemes in the UK and the USA.
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 Origins




BAFTA started out as the British Film Academy, was founded in 1947 by a group of directors David Lean[image: External link], Alexander Korda[image: External link], Roger Manvell[image: External link], Laurence Olivier[image: External link], Emeric Pressburger[image: External link], Michael Powell[image: External link], Michael Balcon[image: External link], Carol Reed[image: External link], and other major figures of the British film industry.[1]

David Lean was the founding Chairman of the academy. The first Film Awards ceremony took place in May 1949 and honouring the films The Best Years of Our Lives[image: External link], Odd Man Out[image: External link] and The World Is Rich[image: External link].

The Guild of Television Producers and Directors was set up in 1953 with the first awards ceremony in October 1954, and in 1958 merged with the British Film Academy to form the Society of Film and Television Arts, whose inaugural meeting was held at Buckingham Palace and presided over by HRH The Duke of Edinburgh.

In 1976, HM The Queen, The Duke of Edinburgh[image: External link], The Princess Royal[image: External link] and The Earl Mountbatten of Burma[image: External link] officially opened the organisation's headquarters at 195 Piccadilly[image: External link], London, and in March the Society became the British Academy of Film and Television Arts.
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 Charitable mission




BAFTA is an independent charity with a mission to "support, develop and promote the art forms of the moving image, by identifying and rewarding excellence, inspiring practitioners and benefiting the public".

It is a membership organisation comprising approximately 7,500 individuals worldwide who are creatives and professionals working in and making a contribution to the film, television and games industries in the UK. In 2005, it placed an overall cap on worldwide voting membership "which now stands at approximately 6,500".[2]

BAFTA does not receive any funding from the government: it relies on income from membership subscriptions, individual donations, trusts, foundations and corporate partnerships to support its ongoing outreach work.[3]

BAFTA has offices in Scotland and Wales in the UK, in Los Angeles and New York in the United States and runs events in Hong Kong and mainland China.

Amanda Berry[image: External link] OBE has been chief executive of the organisation since December 2000.
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 Learning events and initiatives




In addition to its high-profile awards ceremonies, BAFTA manages a year-round programme of educational events and initiatives including film screenings and Q&As, tribute evenings, interviews, lectures, and debates with major industry figures. With over 250 events a year, BAFTA's stated aim is to inspire and inform the next generation of talent by providing a platform for some of the world's most talented practitioners to pass on their knowledge and experience.[4]

Many of these events are free to watch online at BAFTA Guru and via its official channel on YouTube.[5]
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 Scholarships




BAFTA runs a number of scholarship programmes across the UK, US and Asia.

Launched in 2012, the UK programme enables talented British citizens who are in need of financial support to take an industry-recognised course in film, television or games in the UK. Each BAFTA Scholar receives up to £12,000 towards their annual course fees, and mentoring support from a BAFTA member and free access to BAFTA events around the UK. Since 2013, three students every year have received one of the Prince William Scholarships in Film, Television and Games, supported by BAFTA and Warner Bros. These scholarships are awarded in the name of [Prince William, Duke of Cambridge] in his role as President of BAFTA.

In the US, BAFTA Los Angeles offers financial support and mentorship to British graduate students studying in the US, as well as scholarships to provide financial aid to local LA students from the inner city. BAFTA New York's Media Studies Scholarship Program, set up in 2012, supports students pursuing media studies at undergraduate and graduate level institutions within the New York City area and includes financial aid and mentoring opportunities.

Since 2015, BAFTA has been offering scholarships for British citizens to study in China, vice versa.
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 Awards




BAFTA presents awards for film, television and games, including children's entertainment, at a number of annual ceremonies across the UK and in Los Angeles, USA.
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 BAFTA awards




The BAFTA award trophy is a mask, designed by American sculptor Mitzi Cunliffe[image: External link]. When the Guild merged with the British Film Academy to become the Society of Film and Television Arts, later the British Academy of Film and Television Arts, the first 'BAFTA award' was presented to Sir Charles Chaplin on his Academy Fellowship that year.

Today's BAFTA award – including the bronze mask and marble base – weighs 3.7 kg and measures 27 cm (h) x 14 cm (w) x 8 cm (d); the mask itself measures 16 cm(h) x 14 cm (w).
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 Awards ceremonies
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 Film Awards




Main article: British Academy Film Awards[image: External link]


BAFTA's annual film awards ceremony is known as the British Academy Film Awards,[6] or "the BAFTAs", and reward the best work of any nationality seen on British cinema screens during the preceding year.[7] In 1949 the British Film Academy, as it was then known, presented the first awards for films made in 1947 and 1948. Since 2008 the ceremony has been held at the Royal Opera House[image: External link] in London's Covent Garden[image: External link]. It had been held in the Odeon cinema[image: External link] on Leicester Square since 2000. The ceremony had been performed during April or May of each year, but since 2002 it has been held in February to precede the academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences' (AMPAS) Academy Awards[image: External link], or Oscars.

In order for a film to be considered for a BAFTA nomination its first public exhibition must be displayed in a cinema and it must have a UK theatrical release for no fewer than seven days of the calendar year that corresponds to the upcoming awards. A movie must be of feature length and movies from all countries are eligible in all categories, with the exception of the Alexander Korda Award for Outstanding British Film[image: External link] and Outstanding Debut which are for British films or individuals only.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Television Awards and Television Craft Awards




Main articles: British Academy Television Awards[image: External link] and British Academy Television Craft Awards[image: External link]


The British Academy Television Awards ceremony usually takes place during April or May, with its sister ceremony, the British Academy Television Craft Awards, usually occurring within a few weeks of it.

The Television Awards, celebrating the best TV programmes and performances of the past year, are also often referred to simply as "the BAFTAs" or, to differentiate them from the movie awards, the "BAFTA Television Awards". They have been awarded annually since 1954. The first ever ceremony consisted of six categories. Until 1958, they were awarded by the Guild of Television Producers and Directors[image: External link].

From 1968 until 1997, BAFTA's Film and Television Awards were presented together, but from 1998 onwards they were presented at two separate ceremonies.

The Television Craft Awards celebrate the talent behind the programmes, such as individuals working in visual effects, production, and costume design.

Only British programmes are eligible – with the potential exception of the publicly voted Audience Award – but any cable[image: External link], satellite[image: External link], terrestrial[image: External link] or digital television[image: External link] stations broadcasting in the UK are eligible to submit entries, as are independent production companies who have produced programming for the channels. Individual performances can either be entered by the performers themselves or by the broadcasters. The programmes being entered must have been broadcast on or between 1 January and 31 December of the year preceding the awards ceremony.

From 2014 the "BAFTA Television Awards" will be open to TV programmes which are only broadcast online.[8]
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 Games Awards




Main article: British Academy Games Awards[image: External link]


The British Academy Games Awards ceremony traditionally takes place in March, shortly after the Film Awards ceremony in February.

BAFTA first recognised video games and other interactive media at its inaugural BAFTA Interactive Entertainment Awards[image: External link] ceremony during 1998, the first major change of its rules since the admittance of television thirty years earlier. Among the first winning games were GoldenEye 007[image: External link], Gran Turismo[image: External link] and interactive comedy MindGym[image: External link], sharing the spotlight with the BBC News Online[image: External link] website which won the news category four years consecutively. These awards allowed the academy to recognise new forms of entertainment that were engaging new audiences and challenging traditional expressions of creativity.

During 2003, the sheer ubiquity of interactive forms of entertainment and the breadth of genres and types of video games outgrew the combined ceremony, and the event was divided into the BAFTA Video Games Awards[image: External link] and the BAFTA Interactive Awards[9] Despite making headlines with high-profile winners like Halo 2[image: External link] and Half-Life 2[image: External link] the interactive division was discontinued and disappeared from BAFTA's publicity material after only two ceremonies.

During 2006, BAFTA announced its decision "to give video games equal status with film and television", and the academy now advertises video games as its third major topic in recognition of its importance as an art form of moving images. The same year the ceremony was performed at The Roundhouse[image: External link] by Chalk Farm Road in North London[image: External link] on 5 October and was televised for the first time on 17 October and was broadcast on the digital channel E4[image: External link].

Since 2009, the ceremonies have been performed at the London Hilton Park Lane and Tobacco Dock, London, and have been hosted by Dara Ó Briain[image: External link] and Rufus Hound[image: External link].
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 Children's Awards




Main article: British Academy Children's Awards[image: External link]


The British Academy Children's Awards are presented annually during November to reward excellence in the art forms of the moving image intended for children.[10] They have been awarded annually since 1969.

The academy has a long history of recognising and rewarding children's programming, presenting two awards at the 1969 ceremony – The Flame of Knowledge Award for Schools Programmes and the Harlequin Award for Children's Programmes.

As of 2010 the Awards ceremony includes 19 categories across movies, television, video games and online content.

Since 2007 the Children's Awards have included a Kids Vote award, voted by children between seven and 14. BAFTA Kids Vote is the annual competition for children aged between seven and 12 which is now part of BAFTA's year-round BAFTA Kids programme of activity helping children "discover, explore and find out more about the worlds of films, television and games by providing content, information and experiences". The CBBC[image: External link] Me and My Movie award, a children's filmmaking initiative to inspire and enable children to make their own movies and tell their own stories, has been discontinued.
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 Presidents and Vice-Presidents




Presidents


	HRH The Duke of Edinburgh[image: External link] (1959–1965)

	The Rt Hon The Earl Mountbatten of Burma[image: External link] (1966–1972)

	HRH The Princess Royal[image: External link] (1973–2001)

	The Rt Hon The Lord Attenborough[image: External link] (2001–2010)

	HRH The Duke of Cambridge[image: External link] (2010–present)



Vice-Presidents


	The Rt Hon The Lord Attenborough[image: External link] (1973–1995)

	The Rt Hon The Lord Puttnam[image: External link] (1995–2004)

	
Michael Grade[image: External link] (2004–2010)

	
Duncan Kenworthy[image: External link] (Film) (2009–2015)

	
Sophie Turner Laing[image: External link] (Television) (2010–2015)

	
Greg Dyke[image: External link] (Television) (2016–present)[11]
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 Royal connections




Prince William[image: External link], the Duke of Cambridge, has been President of the academy since February 2010.

The Duke's appointment follows a long tradition of royal involvement with the academy.[12] Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh[image: External link], was the first President of the Society of Film and Television Arts (SFTA) in 1959 to 1965, followed by Earl Mountbatten of Burma[image: External link] and the Princess Royal[image: External link], who was its President from 1972 to 2001. It was the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh's generous donation of their share of profits from the film Royal Family that enabled the academy to move to its headquarters at 195 Piccadilly. The Duke of Cambridge succeeded Lord (Richard) Attenborough[image: External link] to become the academy's fifth president in its history.
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 BAFTA Los Angeles




BAFTA Los Angeles, founded in 1987, serves as the bridge between the Hollywood and British production and entertainment business communities.[13] The BAFTA Los Angeles location hosts a series of events, including the Britannia Awards, the Awards Season Film and Television Tea Parties in January and September and the annual Garden Party.

BAFTA Los Angeles provides access to screenings, Q&As with creative talent, produces seminars with UK film and television executives and the Heritage Archive, featuring interviews with British members of the film and television industries. The Los Angeles location also hosts the Student Film Awards and has an active Scholarship Program offering financial support and mentorship to UK students studying in the US. It created The Inner City Cinema,[14] a screening program providing free screenings of theatrical films to inner city areas not served by theatres. The success of Inner City Cinema has led to further free screening programs extended to multiple inner city parks through the academy's work with both the County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation (Parks After Dark) and The City of Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks (Teen Summer Camps).
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 Britannia Awards




Main article: Britannia Awards


The Britannia Awards are BAFTA Los Angeles' highest accolade, a "celebration of achievements honouring individuals and companies that have dedicated their careers to advancing the entertainment arts". The Awards began in 1989 and usually take place in October/November every year. There are no awards given to specific movies or TV programmes, only to individuals. During the first ten years, one award was given at each event, named the 'Britannia Award for Excellence in Film', but since 1999 the number of awards has increased.

Awards given include 'The Stanley Kubrick Britannia Award for Excellence in Film' (the original award was renamed during 2000 to honour director Stanley Kubrick), presented to an individual "upon whose work is stamped the indelible mark of authorship and commitment, and who has lifted the craft to new heights"; 'The John Schlesinger Britannia Award for Artistic Excellence in Directing' (added during 2003 in honour of John Schlesinger[image: External link]); the 'Britannia Award for British Artist of the Year'; and the 'Albert R. Broccoli Britannia Award for Worldwide Contribution to Filmed Entertainment'. In select years, the evening has included the 'BAFTA Los Angeles Humanitarian Award'.

The show has been broadcast on TV around the world, including the TV Guide Network[image: External link] and BBC America[image: External link] in the United States.
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 BAFTA Scotland




Main article: BAFTA Scotland[image: External link]


BAFTA Scotland is a branch of the academy located in Glasgow[image: External link], Scotland.

Since 1986,[15] BAFTA has continued to specifically champion the film, television and game industries in Scotland by celebrating excellence, championing new Scottish talent and reaching out to the public.
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 British Academy Scotland Awards




Main article: British Academy Scotland Awards[image: External link]


The British Academy Scotland Awards are BAFTA Scotland's annual awards ceremony,[16] celebrating and rewarding the highest achievements in Scottish film, television and games.
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 BAFTA Scotland New Talent Awards




Main article: British Academy Scotland New Talent Awards[image: External link]


BAFTA Scotland also produces the annual New Talent Awards ceremony, shining a spotlight on new and emerging Scottish talent in the art forms of moving image.[17] Since they began in 1996, the annual New Talent Awards highlight the creativity that exists in Scotland by recognising and rewarding talented individuals who have started to work in the film, television and games industries.
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 BAFTA Wales




BAFTA Cymru[image: External link] is a branch of the academy formed in 1991 and extends the charity's mission across the UK in support of Wales’ creative communities.
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 British Academy Cymru Awards




For over 25 years BAFTA Cymru has celebrated Welsh talent across film and television production and craft and performance roles with the British Academy Cymru Awards, its annual awards ceremony that takes place in Cardiff.[18] In 2016, having reviewed the eligibility criteria for last year’s awards, BAFTA Cymru now encourages Welsh individuals who have worked on Welsh or UK productions – rather than solely Welsh productions – to enter into any one of the 16 craft and performance categories, "[ensuring] that BAFTA in Wales can recognise the work of talented individuals who are working on network productions in craft or performance roles across the UK."[19]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 BAFTA New York




BAFTA New York founded in 1996, recognises and promotes the achievements of British film and television in New York and all along the East Coast.[20]

It hosts feature film, television and documentary screenings, panel discussions, premieres and co-produced events with other established organisations in the film and television industry, and runs an educational outreach program aimed at underserved youth in New York City that includes the BAFTA New York Media Studies Scholarship Program.
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	Academy Award[image: External link]

	BAFTA Academy Fellowship Award[image: External link]
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UN Women






The United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women, also known as UN Women, is a United Nations[image: External link] entity working for the empowerment of women[image: External link].

UN Women became operational in January 2011.[2] Former President of Chile[image: External link] Michelle Bachelet[image: External link] was the inaugural Executive Director, and Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka[image: External link] is the current Executive Director.[1] As with UNIFEM[image: External link] previously, UN Women is a member of the United Nations Development Group[image: External link].[3]
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 History




In response to the UN General Assembly[image: External link] resolution 63/311, in January 2006 the Secretary-General[image: External link] presented the report A/64/588, entitled Comprehensive Proposal for the Composite Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women. In his report, the Secretary-General resolved that, rather than relieving other parts of the United Nations system of their responsibility for contributing to the promotion of gender equality and women's empowerment, the new entity should seek to sharpen the focus and impact of the gender equality activities of the entire United Nations system. Additionally, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon[image: External link] estimated that approximately $125 million per annum were needed for operating costs and "start-up" capacity at the country, regional, and headquarters levels. Moreover, an additional $375 million per annum were needed in the initial phase to respond to country level requests for programmatic support.[4]

After years of negotiations between UN member states[image: External link], women's groups, and civil society[image: External link], on 2 July 2010 the General Assembly unanimously adopted the resolution 64/289, thus creating UN Women by merging the Division for the Advancement of Women (DAW); the International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women[image: External link] (INSTRAW, established in 1976); the Office of the Special Adviser on Gender Issues and Advancement of Women (OSAGI, established in 1997), and the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM, established in 1976). Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon announced at the founding of the movement that he is "grateful to Member States for having taken this major step forward for the world's women and girls. UN Women will significantly boost UN efforts to promote gender equality, expand opportunity, and tackle discrimination around the globe."[5]

On September 14, 2010, it was announced that former President of Chile Michelle Bachelet was appointed as head of UN Women.[6] Various countries supported the creation of the body and welcomed Bachelet as chief.[7] During General Debate at the opening of the 65th General Assembly of the United Nations, world leaders commended the creation of the body and its intention to "empower women", as well as welcoming Bachelet's position as the inaugural head.[8] On March 11, 2011, John Hendra[image: External link] of Canada and Lakshmi Puri[image: External link] of India were appointed as first Deputy Executive Directors at the level of UN Assistant Secretary-General.[9]

The provisions set forth by resolution 63/311 on system-wide coherence, adopted by the General Assembly on 2 October 2010, constituted the blueprint for UN Women. Seeking to strengthen the United Nation's institutional arrangements for gender equality and women empowerment, resolution 63/311 supported the consolidation of four distinct parts of the UN system that focused exclusively on gender equality and women's empowerment into a composite entity to be led by an Under-Secretary-General[image: External link]. Moreover, the resolution requested that the Secretary-General produce a proposal specifying the mission statement of the composite entity and its organizational arrangements, including an organizational chart, funding, and the executive board to oversee its operational activities.[10]

In 2016, United Nations Women organized the GEM-TECH Awards 2016 at Bangkok, Thailand (speaker Sarita Raghuvanshi[image: External link]).[11]
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 Structure and functioning




Resolution 64/289 determined that the entity should be headed by an Under-Secretary-General, to be appointed by the Secretary-General in consultation with member states, for a term of four years, with the possibility of renewal for one term.

The organization is governed by a multi-tiered intergovernmental governance structure in charge of providing normative and operational policy guidance. The General Assembly, Economic and Social Council[image: External link], and the Commission on the Status of Women[image: External link] (CSW) constitute the governance structure that sets forth the normative policy guiding principles of the Entity. The intergovernmental governance structure in charge of providing operational policy guidance to UN Women includes the General Assembly, the Economic and Social Council and the organization's Executive Board. The latter consist of forty-one members, elected by the Economic and Social Council for a term of three years and distributed as follows:


	Ten from the Group of African States

	Ten from the Group of Asian States

	Four from the Group of Eastern European States

	Six from the Group of Latin American and Caribbean States

	Five from the Group of Western European and Other States

	Six from contributing countries. Four seats will be selected by and from the top ten largest providers of voluntary core contributions to UN Women. The remaining two seats will be allocated to two developing countries not members of the Development Assistance Committee[image: External link] of the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development[image: External link] (DAC/OECD). These two countries will be selected by the developing countries not members of the Development Assistance Committee among the top ten providers of voluntary core contributions to the entity.



The resources required to fund all normative processes are obtained from the Entity's regular budget and approved by the General Assembly, whereas the budget for service operational processes and activities at all levels are funded from voluntary contributions and approved by the Executive Board of UN Women.[12]
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 Current Executive Board composition




The 2015 Executive Board, elected in 2014, consists of:[13]


	Africa: Algeria, Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Gambia, Malawi, Senegal, Somalia, South Africa, Togo

	Asia-Pacific: Bangladesh, China, India, Japan, Maldives, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Solomon Islands, Thailand, United Arab Emirates

	Eastern Europe: Bosnia and Herzegovina, Latvia, Poland, Russian Federation

	Latin America and the Caribbean: Brazil, Colombia, Cuba, Suriname, Uruguay, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)

	Western Europe and other States: Germany, Israel, Italy, Portugal, Turkey

	Contributing Countries: Denmark, Mexico, Spain, Saudi Arabia, United Kingdom, United States of America
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 Mandate




The mandate and functions of UN Women consist of the consolidated mandates and functions of the Office of the Special Adviser on Gender Issues and Advancement of Women, the Division for the Advancement of Women, the United Nations Development Fund for Women, and the International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women. In addition, the entity must lead, coordinate, and promote the accountability of the United Nations system in its work on gender equality and women's empowerment. The goal of UN Women is to "enhance, not replace, efforts by other parts of the UN system (such as UNICEF[image: External link], UNDP[image: External link], and UNFPA[image: External link]), which will continue to have a responsibility to work for gender equality and women's empowerment in their areas of expertise."[2]

In accordance with the provisions of resolution 64/289, UN Women will work within the framework of the UN Charter[image: External link] and the Beijing Declaration[image: External link] and Platform for Action, including its twelve critical areas of concern and the outcome of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly, as well as other applicable UN instruments, standards and resolutions that address gender equality and the empowerment and advancement of women.[12]

UN Women's main thematic areas of work include:


	Leadership and political participation[image: External link][14]


	Economic empowerment[15]


	Ending violence against women[image: External link][16]


	Humanitarian action[17]


	Peace and security[18]


	Governance and national planning[19]


	The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development[image: External link][20]


	
HIV and AIDS[image: External link][21]




In late 2013, a series of ads, developed as a creative idea for UN Women by Ogilvy & Mather[image: External link], used genuine Google searches to reveal the widespread prevalence of sexism[image: External link] and discrimination against women [22] The ads featured the faces of four women and where their mouths should be were Google auto-complete suggestions. The suggestions were all sexist or misogynist.[23] A similar campaign was also run to raise awareness for gay rights[image: External link].[24]

Also in late 2013, UN Women launched a constitutional database that examines constitutions[image: External link] through a gender lens. The first of its kind, this database maps the principles and rules that guarantee, deny, or protect the rights of wome[image: External link]n and girls around the world. This tool for gender equality and human rights activists is annually updated and searchable, and provides a comprehensive overview of the current status of provisions relevant to women's rights and gender equality across various countries throughout the world. Users can search though the database by keyword, and legal provisions are grouped into 16 categories that were carefully defined by reviewing the constitutions from a human rights perspective.[25]

UN Women is one of the lead agencies in coordinating International Women's Day[image: External link] events[26] as well as the Commission on the Status of Women.[27]

The year 2015 has marked a number of significant milestones, such as the 20th anniversary of the Fourth World Conference on Women[image: External link] and adoption of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action,[28] which was the focus of the 59th session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW59) from 9–20 March 2015,[29] where global leaders took stock of progress and remaining challenges for implementing this landmark agreement for gender equality and women's rights. UN Women played an active role in major intergovernmental negotiations and processes including the Financing for Development Conference in Addis Ababa[image: External link] in July 2015, the outcome of which was strong on the need to adequately fund gender equality and incorporate it in development planning,[30] as well as the negotiations and successful adoption of the new post-2015 development agenda[image: External link] on 25 September 2015.[31] The new global development roadmap includes a stand-alone goal on gender equality and women's empowerment (Sustainable Development Goal 5),[32] and mainstreams[image: External link] these priorities throughout all 17 goals.[33]
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 Goals




UN Women is empowered to:[2]


	support intergovernmental[image: External link] bodies, such as the Commission on the Status of Women, in their formulation of policies, global standards, and norms

	help UN member states implement the above standards, standing ready to provide suitable technical and financial support to those countries that request it and to forge effective partnerships with civil society

	enable member states to hold the UN system accountable for its own commitments on gender equality, including regular monitoring of system-wide progress



...
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 See also





	Women's rights[image: External link]

	United Nations:

	Special Measures for Gender Equality in The United Nations(UN)[image: External link]

	
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women[image: External link] (CEDAW)

	Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women[image: External link]

	Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women[image: External link]

	EGM: prevention of violence against women and girls[image: External link]

	Global Implementation Plan to End Violence against Women and Girls[image: External link]

	HeForShe

	
NGO Committee on the Status of Women, New York[image: External link] (NGO CSW/NY)

	
United Nations Development Fund for Women[image: External link] (UNIFEM)

	
United Nations International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women[image: External link] (INSTRAW)

	
United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325[image: External link] (UNSRC 1325)





	
Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence[image: External link] (Istanbul Convention)

	
Gender Equality Architecture Reform[image: External link] (GEAR)
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HeForShe






HeForShe (often referred to as He for She) is a solidarity[image: External link] campaign for the advancement of women initiated by UN Women. Its goal is to engage men and boys as agents of change by encouraging them to take action against negative inequalities faced by women and girls[image: External link].[2][3] Grounded in the idea that gender equality is an issue that affects all people—socially, economically and politically—it seeks to actively involve men and boys in a movement that was originally conceived as "a struggle for women by women".

On the HeForShe website, a map—which uses a geo-locator to record global engagement in the campaign—counts the number of men and boys around the world who have taken the HeForShe pledge, and was used as UN Women worked towards its goal of engaging one million men and boys by July 2015, a goal which they failed to meet.[4] The campaign website also includes implementation plans for UN agencies, individuals and civil society, as well as those on university and college campuses, both through online and sustained engagement.[5]

"Initially we were asking the question, 'Do men care about gender equality?' and we found out that they do care", said Elizabeth Nyamayaro[image: External link], senior adviser to the executive director of UN Women. "Then we started to get a lot of emails from men who signed up, who now want to do more." [6]



TOP
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 History




A special event was held to kick-start the HeForShe campaign on 20 September 2014 at the Headquarters of the United Nations[image: External link] in New York[image: External link].[7] It was hosted by UN Women Goodwill Ambassador Emma Watson, whose speech—about her own path to feminism and her call to involve men and boys in promoting gender equality—was widely circulated via social media.[8][9]

At that event, UN Women made a call to mobilize the first 100,000 men in the campaign, a goal successfully reached in just three days. New United States[image: External link] President[image: External link] Donald Trump[image: External link], actor Matt Damon[image: External link], Tom Hiddleston[image: External link], and New UN Secretary-General[image: External link] António Guterres[image: External link] are among some of the high-profile male champions featured on the site.


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 IMPACT 10x10x10 initiative




UN Women launched the HeForShe IMPACT 10x10x10 initiative to gain further momentum in advancing gender equality and women's empowerment at the 2015 World Economic Forum in Davos on January 23, 2015.[10] The initiative was launched as a one-year pilot effort to engage governments, corporations and universities as instruments of change. IMPACT 10x10x10 targets some of the communities that most need to address women's empowerment and gender equality concerns—and those that have the greatest capacity to make and influence those changes.

Global leaders serving as IMPACT 10x10x10 founding champions include H.E. Prime Minister Mark Rutte of the Netherlands; H.E. President Ernest Bai Koroma of Sierra Leone; H.E. Prime Minister Stefan Löfvén of Sweden; Paul Polman, CEO of Unilever; Rick Goings, chairman and CEO of Tupperware Brands Corporation; and Dennis Nally, chairman of PricewaterhouseCoopers International Ltd.

UN Women Executive Director and Under-Secretary-General Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka said: "HeForShe exemplifies UN Women's groundbreaking leadership on gender equality. We know where change is proving hardest. The HeForShe IMPACT initiative puts responsibility for change right where it matters—and spotlights leaders who can make it happen. The founding champions from industry and government will pave the way for others to join in, using the pilot initiatives to streamline decision-making on relevant and successful activities. Ultimately, we need everyone to get involved if we are to turn the tide."

IMPACT 10x10x10 prioritizes legislative bodies and corporations based on the severity of gender inequality in these areas, as confirmed by findings from the World Economic Forum's Global Gender Gap Report in 2014. The report highlights the large gap between men and women in terms of political empowerment and indicates that there has been little improvement in workplace equality since 2006. Universities were invited to join the impact trio because youth engagement represents one of the greatest opportunities to accelerate progress in the achievement of gender equality and the end of violence against women.

Popular British actor and UN Women Global Goodwill Ambassador Emma Watson serves as the public face of the movement. She said, "The groundswell of response we have received in support for HeForShe tells us we are tapping into what the world wants: to be a part of change. Now we have to channel that energy into purposeful action. The pilot initiative provides that framework. Next we need all country leadership, as well as that of hundreds of universities and corporations to follow HeForShe's IMPACT 10x10x10 so as to bring an end to the persisting inequalities faced by women and girls globally."[11]
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 Colleges and Universities




In Mexico, the National Autonomous University of Mexico[image: External link] ( UNAM[image: External link]) supports the campaign HeForShe.[12] UNAM has historically organized several events and programs to empower women, so this campaign was well aligned with the university's principles, which facilitated the university's participation.[13][14] Within the HeForShe campaign, the university has organized events where women and men collaborate and innovate together. UNAM has also opened forums where women and men share their experiences regarding discrimination, and best practices to overcome it. HeForShe has particularly offered a platform where UNAM could continue to include women, especially in tech fields.[15][16][17][18] UNAM's efforts, as well as that of other organizations in the region, have helped to position Mexico as a country with a high number of women engineers.[19][20]

Around the world, Vice Chancellors and Presidents of universities are participants in the initiative.[21]


	Brazil: University of São Paulo[image: External link]


	Canada: University of Waterloo[image: External link]


	France: Sciences Po[image: External link] (Institut d'études politiques de Paris)

	Hong Kong: University of Hong Kong[image: External link]


	Japan: Nagoya University[image: External link]


	South Africa: University of the Witwatersrand[image: External link]


	United Kingdom: University of Leicester[image: External link] and University of Oxford[image: External link]


	United States of America: Georgetown University[image: External link] and Stony Brook University[image: External link]
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 International Women's Day Facebook conversation with Emma Watson




In celebration of International Women's Day on March 8, 2015, Emma Watson continued the HeForShe movement by hosting a live Facebook conversation in which she addressed questions and hosted an intimate conversation about gender equality.[22] The event was attended live by 120 fans and viewed by millions more around the world as Watson galvanized a conversation about serious issues from unequal pay to why feminism should not be threatening to everyday issues including why it is okay for men to cry, chivalry and everything in between.
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 Chase ATMs go HeForShe




The UN Women's HeForShe solidarity movement for gender equality gained new exposure in early March 2015 when campaign title sponsor and leading global financial services firm JPMorgan Chase & Co. encouraged support for the movement on the screens of Chase ATMs throughout New York City and Los Angeles.[23]

"Gender equality is not just a women's issue; it's a human rights issue that benefits everyone," said a banner running on Chase ATMs through the month of March 2015, urging men and boys to stand up against the inequalities faced by women and girls globally.
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 HeForShe in the media




Since its announcement with Emma Watson on 20 September 2014, the HeForShe campaign has received widespread media coverage and praise.

"In a campaign from the United Nations that seeks to promote women's rights, there is not a woman in sight—and that is deliberate. The strategy behind the campaign, which is to begin on Friday morning, is revealed by its theme 'HeForShe'—in other words, men ought to stand up for the rights of the women of the world who are their mothers, sisters and daughters. The centerpiece of the campaign is a website, heforshe.org, where visitors can watch a video clip meant to serve as a teaser that introduces the initiative."[24]

"Usually, you first have to be a woman. But not in the case of Farhan Akhtar, a Bollywood superstar—actor, singer and filmmaker—who recently became the first male ambassador for UN Women, an agency that focuses on gender equality. He's also an advocate for the UN's HeForShe campaign, designed to encourage men to stand up for gender equality."[25]

"Emma Watson launched the HeForShe campaign at the UN last week and extended a 'formal invitation' to men to participate in the conversation about gender equality. 'Gender equality is your issue, too,' said the actor and UN Women Goodwill Ambassador. Watson's speech struck a chord with many and fanned the feminist fire that is, slowly but surely, being reignited."[26]

"Watson is an ambassador for the United Nation's HeForShe campaign—a movement to remind us all that feminism really just means people treating each other with equal respect—and while discussing it last week she recalled a date who became 'tetchy' when she offered to pay for dinner. 'Awkward,' she said."[27]

"Nyamayaro—senior adviser to the Under-Secretary-General and Executive Director of UN Women—Worked with Publicis Dallas, Chief Creative Officer Brad Roseberry and launched the HeForShe campaign as a means to promote solidarity among both genders to enhance the rights of women around the world."[28]
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 Criticism




Though the HeForShe campaign has been met with some support and approval, it has also been met with widespread criticism. Some have expressed concerns that the campaign—and particularly the name of it—leaves behind individuals who suffer most from gender inequality, such as non-binary[image: External link] individuals.[29] Some claim that the campaign is inherently sexist for upholding the very gender stereotypes it denounces, demonstrated by the name "He for She," where it is implied the stronger male allies need to step up to defend the more sensitive and victimized females. Those critics also believe that the campaign sidelines men.[30] Some critics also note that the campaign is run by privileged women of the United Nations who have not had to endure the many struggles of gender inequality that inhibit the majority of those who suffer from it. [31]
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	Women's rights in 2014[image: External link]
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Gender Equality






Gender equality, also known as sexual equality, is the state of equal access to resources and opportunities regardless of gender. It is achieved through gender neutrality[image: External link] and gender equity.


"Gender equality, equality between men and women, entails the concept that all human beings, both men and women, are free to develop their personal abilities and make choices without the limitations set by stereotypes, rigid gender roles and prejudices. Gender equality means that the different behaviour, aspirations and needs of women and men are considered, valued and favoured equally. It does not mean that women and men have to become the same, but that their rights, responsibilities and opportunities will not depend on whether they are born male or female. Gender equity means fairness of treatment for women and men, according to their respective needs. This may include equal treatment or treatment that is different but which is considered equivalent in terms of rights, benefits, obligations and opportunities."

— ABC Of Women Worker's Rights And Gender Equality, ILO, 2000. p. 48.



Gender equality is the goal, while gender neutrality and gender equity are practices and ways of thinking that help in achieving the goal. Gender parity, which is used to measure gender balance in a given situation, can aid in achieving gender equality but is not the goal in and of itself. Gender equality is more than equal representation, it is strongly tied to women's rights[image: External link], and often requires policy changes. As of 2017, the global movement for gender equality has not incorporated genders besides women and men[image: External link], or gender identities[image: External link] outside of the gender binary[image: External link].

UNICEF[image: External link] says gender equality "means that women and men, and girls and boys, enjoy the same rights, resources, opportunities and protections. It does not require that girls and boys, or women and men, be the same, or that they be treated exactly alike."[1]

On a global scale, achieving gender equality also requires eliminating harmful practices against women and girls, including sex trafficking[image: External link], femicide[image: External link], wartime sexual violence[image: External link], and other oppression tactics[image: External link]. UNFPA[image: External link] stated that, "despite many international agreements affirming their human rights, women are still much more likely than men to be poor and illiterate. They have less access to property ownership, credit, training and employment. They are far less likely than men to be politically active and far more likely to be victims of domestic violence."[2]

As of 2017, gender equality is the fifth of seventeen sustainable development goals[image: External link] of the United Nations[image: External link]. Gender inequality[image: External link] is measured annually by the United Nations Development Programme[image: External link]'s Human Development Reports[image: External link].
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Christine de Pizan[image: External link], an early advocate for gender equality, states in her 1405 book The Book of the City of Ladies[image: External link] that the oppression of women is founded on irrational prejudice, pointing out numerous advances in society probably created by women.[3]
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Main article: Shakers[image: External link]


The Shakers[image: External link], an evangelical group, which practiced segregation of the sexes and strict celibacy[image: External link], were early practitioners of gender equality. They branched off from a Quaker[image: External link] community in the north-west of England before emigrating to America in 1774. In America, the head of the Shakers' central ministry in 1788, Joseph Meacham, had a revelation that the sexes should be equal. He then brought Lucy Wright[image: External link] into the ministry as his female counterpart, and together they restructured the society to balance the rights of the sexes. Meacham and Wright established leadership teams where each elder, who dealt with the men's spiritual welfare, was partnered with an eldress, who did the same for women. Each deacon was partnered with a deaconess. Men had oversight of men; women had oversight of women. Women lived with women; men lived with men. In Shaker society, a woman did not have to be controlled or owned by any man. After Meacham's death in 1796, Wright became the head of the Shaker ministry until her death in 1821.

Shakers maintained the same pattern of gender-balanced leadership for more than 200 years. They also promoted equality by working together with other women's rights advocates. In 1859, Shaker Elder Frederick Evans stated their beliefs forcefully, writing that Shakers were "the first to disenthrall woman from the condition of vassalage to which all other religious systems (more or less) consign her, and to secure to her those just and equal rights with man that, by her similarity to him in organization and faculties, both God and nature would seem to demand".[4] Evans and his counterpart, Eldress Antoinette Doolittle, joined women's rights advocates on speakers' platforms throughout the northeastern U.S. in the 1870s. A visitor to the Shakers wrote in 1875:


	Each sex works in its own appropriate sphere of action, there being a proper subordination, deference and respect of the female to the male in his order, and of the male to the female in her order [emphasis added], so that in any of these communities the zealous advocates of "women’s rights" may here find a practical realization of their ideal.[5]




The Shakers were more than a radical religious sect on the fringes of American society; they put equality of the sexes into practice. They demonstrated that equality was achievable and how to achieve it.[6]

In wider society, the movement towards gender equality began with the suffrage movement[image: External link] in Western cultures in the late-19th century, which sought to allow women to vote and hold elected office. This period also witnessed significant changes to women's property rights[image: External link], particularly in relation to their marital status. (See for example, Married Women's Property Act 1882[image: External link].)
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Further information: Anti-discrimination laws[image: External link]


Further information: Timeline of women's legal rights (other than voting)[image: External link]


Since World War II[image: External link], the women's liberation[image: External link] movement and feminism have created a general movement towards recognition of women's rights[image: External link]. The United Nations[image: External link] and other international agencies have adopted several conventions which promote gender equality. These conventions have not been uniformly adopted by all countries, and include:


	The Convention against Discrimination in Education[image: External link] was adopted in 1960, and came into force in 1962 and 1968.

	The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women[image: External link] (CEDAW) was adopted in 1979 by the United Nations General Assembly[image: External link]. It has been described as an international bill of rights[image: External link] for women, which came into force on 3 September 1981.

	The Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action[image: External link], a human rights[image: External link] declaration adopted by consensus at the World Conference on Human Rights[image: External link] on 25 June 1993 in Vienna[image: External link], Austria[image: External link]. Women's rights are addressed at para 18.[7]


	The Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women[image: External link] was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly[image: External link] in 1993.

	In 1994, the twenty-year Cairo Programme of Action was adopted at the International Conference on Population and Development[image: External link] (ICPD) in Cairo[image: External link]. This non binding[image: External link] programme-of-action asserted that governments have a responsibility to meet individuals' reproductive needs, rather than demographic targets. As such, it called for family planning[image: External link], reproductive rights[image: External link] services, and strategies to promote gender equality and stop violence against women.

	Also in 1994, in the Americas, the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women[image: External link], known as the Convention of Belém do Pará, called for the end of violence and discrimination against women.[8]


	At the end of the Fourth World Conference on Women[image: External link], the UN adopted the Beijing Declaration[image: External link] on 15 September 1995 - a resolution[image: External link] adopted to promulgate a set of principles concerning gender equality.

	The United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325[image: External link] (UNSRC 1325), which was adopted on 31 October 2000, deals with the rights and protection of women and girls during and after armed conflicts[image: External link].

	The Maputo Protocol[image: External link] guarantees comprehensive rights to women, including the right to take part in the political process, to social and political equality with men, to control their reproductive health[image: External link], and an end to female genital mutilation[image: External link]. It was adopted by the African Union[image: External link] in the form of a protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights[image: External link] and came into force in 2005.

	The EU directive[image: External link] Directive 2002/73/EC - equal treatment of 23 September 2002 amending Council Directive 76/207/EEC on the implementation of the principle of equal treatment for men and women as regards access to employment, vocational training and promotion, and working conditions states that: "Harassment and sexual harassment within the meaning of this Directive shall be deemed to be discrimination on the grounds of sex and therefore prohibited."[9]


	The Council of Europe[image: External link]'s Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence[image: External link], the first legally binding instrument in Europe in the field of violence against women,[10] came into force in 2014.

	The Council of Europe[image: External link]'s Gender Equality Strategy 2014-2017, which has five strategic objectives:[11]





	

	Combating gender stereotypes[image: External link] and sexism

	Preventing and combating violence against women[image: External link]


	Guaranteeing Equal Access of Women to Justice

	Achieving balanced participation of women and men in political and public decision-making

	Achieving Gender Mainstreaming[image: External link] in all policies and measures







Such legislation[image: External link] and affirmative action[image: External link] policies have been critical to bringing changes in societal attitudes. A 2015 Pew Research Center survey of citizens in 38 countries found that majorities in 37 of those 38 countries said that gender equality is at least "somewhat important," and a global median of 65% believe it is "very important" that women have the same rights as men.[12] Most occupations are now equally available to men and women, in many countries.[i]

Similarly, men are increasingly working in occupations which in previous generations had been considered women's work[image: External link], such as nursing[image: External link], cleaning[image: External link] and child care[image: External link]. In domestic situations, the role of Parenting[image: External link] or child rearing is more commonly shared or not as widely considered to be an exclusively female role, so that women may be free to pursue a career[image: External link] after childbirth[image: External link]. For further information, see Shared earning/shared parenting marriage[image: External link].

Another manifestation of the change in social attitudes is the non-automatic taking by a woman of her husband's surname on marriage[image: External link].[13]

A highly contentious issue relating to gender equality is the role of women in religiously orientated societies[image: External link].[ii][iii] Some Christians or Muslims believe in Complementarianism[image: External link], a view that holds that men and women have different but complementing roles. This view may be in opposition to the views and goals of gender equality.

In addition, there are also non-Western countries of low religiosity where the contention surrounding gender equality remains. In China, a cultural preference for a male child[image: External link] has resulted in a shortfall of women[image: External link] in the population. The feminist movement in Japan[image: External link] has made many strides which resulted in Rethe Gender Equality Bureau[image: External link], but Japan still remains low in gender equality compared to other industrialized nations.

The notion of gender equality, and of its degree of achievement in a certain country, is very complex because there are countries that have a history of a high level of gender equality in certain areas of life but not in other areas.[iv][v] Indeed, there is a need for caution when categorizing countries by the level of gender equality that they have achieved.[14] According to Mala Htun and Laurel Weldon "gender policy is not one issue but many" and:[15]


	"When Costa Rica[image: External link] has a better maternity leave than the United States[image: External link], and Latin American[image: External link] countries are quicker to adopt policies addressing violence against women than the Nordic countries[image: External link], one at least ought to consider the possibility that fresh ways of grouping states would further the study of gender politics."



Not all beliefs relating to gender equality have been popularly adopted. For example topfreedom[image: External link], the right to be bare breasted in public, frequently applies only to males and has remained a marginal issue. Breastfeeding in public[image: External link] is now more commonly tolerated, especially in semi-private places such as restaurants.[16]
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Main article: Special measures for gender equality in the United Nations[image: External link]


It is the vision that men and women should be treated equally in social[image: External link], economic and all other aspects of society, and to not be discriminated against on the basis of their gender[image: External link].[vi] Gender equality is one of the objectives of the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights[image: External link].[17] World bodies have defined gender equality in terms of human rights[image: External link], especially women's rights[image: External link], and economic development[image: External link].[18][19]
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There has been criticism from some feminists towards the political discourse and policies employed in order to achieve the above items of "progress" in gender equality, with critics arguing that these gender equality strategies are superficial, in that they do not seek to challenge social structures of male domination, and only aim at improving the situation of women within the societal framework of subordination of women to men,[20] and that official public policies (such as sate policies or international bodies policies) are questionable, as they are applied in a patriarchal context, and are directly or indirectly controlled by agents of a system which is for the most part male.[21] One of the criticisms of the gender equality policies, in particular, those of the European Union[image: External link], is that they disproportionately focus on policies integrating women in public life, but do not seek to genuinely address the deep private sphere oppression.[22]

A further criticism is that a focus on the situation of women in non-Western countries, while often ignoring the issues that exist in the West, is a form of imperialism[image: External link] and of reinforcing Western moral superiority; and a way of "othering" of domestic violence, by presenting it as something specific to outsiders - the "violent others" - and not to the allegedly progressive Western cultures.[23] These critics point out that women in Western countries often face similar problems, such as domestic violence and rape, as in other parts of the world.[24] They also cite the fact that women faced de jure legal discrimination until just a few decades ago; for instance, in some Western countries such as Switzerland, Greece, Spain, and France, women obtained equal rights in family law[image: External link] in the 1980s.[vii][viii][ix][x] Another criticism is that there is a selective public discourse with regard to different types of oppression of women, with some forms of violence such as honor killings[image: External link] (most common in certain geographic regions such as parts of Asia and North Africa) being frequently the object of public debate, while other forms of violence, such as the lenient punishment for crimes of passion[image: External link] across Latin America[image: External link], do not receive the same attention in the West.[27][xi] It is also argued that the criticism of particular laws of many developing countries ignores the influence of colonialism[image: External link] on those legal systems.[xii]
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See also: Gender inequality[image: External link]


In 2010, the European Union[image: External link] opened the European Institute for Gender Equality[image: External link] (EIGE) in Vilnius[image: External link], Lithuania[image: External link] to promote gender equality and to fight sex discrimination[image: External link].

Gender equality is part of the national curriculum in Great Britain and many other European countries. Personal, Social and Health Education[image: External link], religious studies[image: External link] and Language acquisition[image: External link] curricula tend to address gender equality issues as a very serious topic for discussion and analysis of its effect in society.

A large and growing body of research has shown how gender inequality undermines health and development. To overcome gender inequality the United Nations Population Fund[image: External link] states that, "Women's empowerment and gender equality requires strategic interventions at all levels of programming and policy-making. These levels include reproductive health, economic empowerment, educational empowerment and political empowerment."[28]

UNFPA[image: External link] says that "research has also demonstrated how working with men and boys as well as women and girls to promote gender equality contributes to achieving health and development outcomes."[28]
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Further information: Gender disparities in health[image: External link]


Social constructs of gender[image: External link] (that is, cultural ideals of socially acceptable masculinity[image: External link] and femininity[image: External link]) often have a negative effect on health. The World Health Organization cites the example of women not being allowed to travel alone outside the home (to go to the hospital), and women being prevented by cultural norms to ask their husbands to use a condom, in cultures which simultaneously encourage male promiscuity, as social norms that harm women's health[image: External link]. Teenage boys suffering accidents due to social expectations of impressing their peers through risk taking[image: External link], and men dying at much higher rate from lung cancer[image: External link] due to smoking[image: External link], in cultures which link smoking to masculinity, are cited by the WHO as examples of gender norms negatively affecting men's health[image: External link].[29] The World Health Organization has also stated that there is a strong connection between gender socialization and transmission and lack of adequate management of HIV/AIDS[image: External link].[30]
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Main article: Violence against women[image: External link]


Violence against women[image: External link] is a technical term used to collectively refer to violent acts that are primarily or exclusively committed against women.[xiii] This type of violence is gender-based, meaning that the acts of violence are committed against women expressly because they are women, or as a result of patriarchal gender constructs.[xiv] Violence and mistreatment of women in marriage has come to international attention during the past decades. This includes both violence committed inside marriage (domestic violence[image: External link]) as well as violence related to marriage customs and traditions (such as dowry[image: External link], bride price[image: External link], forced marriage[image: External link] and child marriage[image: External link]).

According to some theories, violence against women is often caused by the acceptance of violence by various cultural groups as a means of conflict resolution within intimate relationships. Studies on Intimate partner violence[image: External link] victimization among ethnic minorities in the United Studies have consistently revealed that immigrants are a high-risk group for intimate violence.[31][32]

In countries where gang murders, armed kidnappings, civil unrest, and other similar acts are rare, the vast majority of murdered women are killed by partners/ex-partners.[xv] By contrast, in countries with a high level of organized criminal activity and gang violence, murders of women are more likely to occur in a public sphere, often in a general climate of indifference and impunity.[33] In addition, many countries do not have adequate comprehensive data collection on such murders, aggravating the problem.[33]

In some parts of the world, various forms of violence against women are tolerated and accepted as parts of everyday life.[xvi]

In most countries, it is only in more recent decades that domestic violence against women has received significant legal attention. The Istanbul Convention[image: External link] acknowledges the long tradition of European countries of ignoring this form of violence.[xvii][xviii]

In some cultures, acts of violence against women are seen as crimes against the male 'owners' of the woman, such as husband, father or male relatives, rather the woman herself. This leads to practices where men inflict violence upon women in order to get revenge on male members of the women's family.[34] Such practices include payback rape[image: External link], a form of rape specific to certain cultures, particularly the Pacific Islands[image: External link], which consists of the rape of a female, usually by a group of several males, as revenge for acts committed by members of her family, such as her father or brothers, with the rape being meant to humiliate the father or brothers, as punishment for their prior behavior towards the perpetrators.[35]

Richard A. Posner[image: External link] writes that "Traditionally, rape was the offense of depriving a father or husband of a valuable asset — his wife's chastity or his daughter's virginity".[36] Historically, rape was seen in many cultures (and is still seen today in some societies) as a crime against the honor of the family[image: External link], rather than against the self-determination of the woman. As a result, victims of rape may face violence, in extreme cases even honor killings, at the hands of their family members.[37][38] Catharine MacKinnon[image: External link] argues that in male dominated societies, sexual intercourse is imposed on women in a coercive and unequal way, creating a continuum of victimization, where women have few positive sexual experiences.[xix] Socialization within rigid gender constructs often creates an environment where sexual violence is common.[xx] One of the challenges of dealing with sexual violence is that in many societies women are perceived as being readily available for sex, and men are seen as entitled to their bodies, until and unless women object.[39][40][xxi]
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Main articles: Reproductive health[image: External link] and Reproductive rights[image: External link]


Further information: Forced sterilization[image: External link], Forced pregnancy[image: External link], and Forced abortion[image: External link]


The importance of women having the right and possibility to have control over their body, reproduction decisions, and sexuality, and the need for gender equality in order to achieve these goals are recognized as crucial by the Fourth World Conference on Women[image: External link] in Beijing and the UN International Conference on Population and Development[image: External link] Program of Action. The World Health Organization (WHO) has stated that promotion of gender equality is crucial in the fight against HIV/AIDS[image: External link].[30]

Maternal mortality[image: External link] is a major problem in many parts of the world. UNFPA[image: External link] states that countries have an obligation to protect women's right to health, but many countries do not do that.[42] Maternal mortality is considered today not just an issue of development but also an issue of human rights[image: External link].[xxii]

The right to reproductive and sexual autonomy is denied to women in many parts of the world, through practices such as forced sterilization[image: External link], forced/coerced sexual partnering (e.g. forced marriage[image: External link], child marriage[image: External link]), criminalization of consensual sexual acts (such as sex outside marriage[image: External link]), lack of criminalization of marital rape[image: External link], violence in regard to the choice of partner (honor killings[image: External link] as punishment for 'inappropriate' relations).[xxiii] The sexual health of women is often poor in societies where a woman's right to control her sexuality is not recognized.[xxiv]

Adolescent[image: External link] girls have the highest risk of sexual coercion, sexual ill health, and negative reproductive outcomes. The risks they face are higher than those of boys and men; this increased risk is partly due to gender inequity (different socialization of boys and girls, gender based violence, child marriage) and partly due to biological factors.[xxv]
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 Investigation and prosecution of crimes against women and girls




Human rights organizations have expressed concern about the legal impunity[image: External link] of perpetrators of crimes against women, with such crimes being often ignored by authorities.[43] This is especially the case with murders of women in Latin America[image: External link].[44][45][46] In particular, there is impunity in regard to domestic violence[image: External link].[xxvi]

Women are often, in law or in practice, unable to access legal institutions. UN Women has said that: "Too often, justice institutions, including the police and the courts, deny women justice".[47] Often, women are denied legal recourse because the state institutions themselves are structured and operate in ways incompatible with genuine justice for women who experience violence.[xxvii]
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"Harmful traditional practices" refer to forms of violence which are committed in certain communities often enough to become cultural practice, and accepted for that reason. Young women are the main victims of such acts, although men can be affected.[49] They occur in an environment where women and girls have unequal rights and opportunities.[50] These practices include, according to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights[image: External link]:[50]


	"female genital mutilation[image: External link] (FGM); forced feeding of women; early marriage; the various taboos or practices which prevent women from controlling their own fertility; nutritional taboos and traditional birth practices; son preference and its implications for the status of the girl child; female infanticide; early pregnancy; and dowry price"



Son preference refers to a cultural preference for sons over daughters, and manifests itself through practices such as sex selective abortion; female infanticide; or abandonment, neglect or abuse of girl-children.[50]

Abuses regarding nutrition are taboos in regard to certain foods, which result in poor nutrition of women, and may endanger their health, especially if pregnant.[50]

The caste system in India[image: External link] which leads to untouchability[image: External link] (the practice of ostracizing a group by segregating them from the mainstream society) often interacts with gender discrimination, leading to a double discrimination faced by Dalit[image: External link] women.[51] In a 2014 survey, 27% of Indians admitted to practicing untouchability.[52]

Traditional customs regarding birth sometimes endanger the mothers. Births in parts of Africa are often attended by traditional birth attendants (TBAs), who sometimes perform rituals that are dangerous to the health of the mother. In many societies, a difficult labour is believed to be a divine punishment for marital infidelity, and such women face abuse and are pressured to "confess" to the infidelity.[50]

Tribal traditions can be harmful to males; for instance, the Satere-Mawe[image: External link] tribe use bullet ants[image: External link] as an initiation rite[image: External link]. Men must wear gloves with hundreds of bullet ants woven in for ten minutes: the ants' stings cause severe pain and paralysis. This experience must be completed twenty times for boys to be considered "warriors".[53]

Other harmful traditional practices include marriage by abduction[image: External link], ritualized sexual slavery[image: External link] ( Devadasi[image: External link], Trokosi[image: External link]), breast ironing[image: External link] and widow inheritance[image: External link].[54][55][56][57]
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UNFPA[image: External link] and UNICEF[image: External link] regard the practice of female genital mutilation[image: External link] as "a manifestation of deeply entrenched gender inequality. It persists for many reasons. In some societies, for example, it is considered a rite of passage. In others, it is seen as a prerequisite for marriage. In some communities – whether Christian, Jewish, Muslim – the practice may even be attributed to religious beliefs." [58]

An estimated 125 million women and girls living today have undergone FGM in the 29 countries where data exist. Of these, about half live in Egypt and Ethiopia.[59] It is most commonly carried out on girls between infancy and 15 years old.[49]
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Main article: Forced marriage[image: External link]


Early marriage, child marriage or forced marriage[image: External link] is prevalent in parts of Asia and Africa. The majority of victims seeking advice are female and aged between 18 and 23.[49] Such marriages can have harmful effects on a girl's education and development, and may expose girls to social isolation or abuse.[50][60][61]

The 2013 UN Resolution on Child, Early and Forced Marriage calls for an end to the practice, and states that "Recognizing that child, early and forced marriage is a harmful practice that violates abuses, or impairs human rights and is linked to and perpetuates other harmful practices and human rights violations, that these violations have a disproportionately negative impact on women and girls [...]".[62] Despite a near-universal commitment by governments to end child marriage, "one in three girls in developing countries (excluding China) will probably be married before they are 18."[63] UNFPA[image: External link] states that, "over 67 million women 20-24 year old in 2010 had been married as girls. Half were in Asia, one-fifth in Africa. In the next decade 14.2 million girls under 18 will be married every year; this translates into 39,000 girls married each day. This will rise to an average of 15.1 million girls a year, starting in 2021 until 2030, if present trends continue."[63]
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Main article: Bride price[image: External link]


Bride price[image: External link] (also called bridewealth or bride token) is money, property, or other form of wealth paid by a groom or his family to the parents of the bride. This custom often leads to women having reduced ability to control their fertility. For instance, in northern Ghana, the payment of bride price signifies a woman's requirement to bear children, and women using birth control face threats, violence and reprisals.[64] The custom of bride price has been criticized as contributing to the mistreatment of women in marriage, and preventing them from leaving abusive marriages. UN Women recommended its abolition, and stated that: "Legislation should [...] State that divorce shall not be contingent upon the return of bride price but such provisions shall not be interpreted to limit women’s right to divorce; State that a perpetrator of domestic violence[image: External link], including marital rape, cannot use the fact that he paid bride price as a defence to a domestic violence charge."[65]

The custom of bride price can also curtail the free movement of women: if a wife wants to leave her husband, he may demand back the bride price that he had paid to the woman's family; and the woman's family often cannot or does not want to pay it back, making it difficult for women to move out of violent husbands' homes.[66][67][68]
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Main articles: Women in the workforce[image: External link], Female economic activity[image: External link], and Gender-based price discrimination[image: External link]


Promoting gender equality is seen as an encouragement to greater economic prosperity[image: External link].[18][xxviii] Female economic activity[image: External link] is a common measure of gender equality in an economy.[xxix]

Gender discrimination often results in women obtaining low-wage jobs and being disproportionately affected by poverty, discrimination and exploitation.[70][xxx] A growing body of research documents what works to economically empower women, from providing access to formal financial services to training on agricultural and business management practices, though more research is needed across a variety of contexts to confirm the effectiveness of these interventions.[71]

Gender biases also exist in product and service provision.[72] The term "Women's Tax", also known as "Pink Tax", refers to gendered pricing in which products or services marketed to women are more expensive than similar products marketed to men. Gender-based price discrimination[image: External link] involves companies selling almost identical units of the same product or service at comparatively different prices, as determined by the target market. Studies have found that women pay about $1,400 a year more than men due to gendered discriminatory pricing. Although the "pink tax" of different goods and services is not uniform, overall women pay more for commodities that result in visual evidence of feminine body image.[73][xxxi]
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Main articles: Women's work[image: External link] and Gender role[image: External link]


Since the 1950s, social scientists as well as feminists have increasingly criticized gendered arrangements of work and care and the male breadwinner role. Policies are increasingly targeting men as fathers as a tool of changing gender relations.[74] Shared earning/shared parenting marriage[image: External link], that is, a relationship where the partners collaborate at sharing their responsibilities inside and outside of the home, is often encouraged in Western countries.[75]

Western countries with a strong emphasis on women fulfilling the role of homemakers, rather than a professional role, include parts of German speaking Europe - parts of Germany, Austria and Switzerland; as well as the Netherlands and Ireland.[xxxii][xxxiii][xxxiv][xxxv]

A key issue towards insuring gender equality in the workplace is the respecting of maternity rights[image: External link] and reproductive rights[image: External link] of women.[76] Different countries have different rules regarding maternity leave[image: External link], paternity leave and parental leave.[xxxvi] Another important issue is ensuring that employed women are not de jure[image: External link] or de facto[image: External link] prevented from having a child.[xxxvii] In some countries, employers ask women to sign formal or informal documents stipulating that they will not get pregnant or face legal punishment.[77] Women often face severe violations of their reproductive rights at the hands of their employers; and the International Labour Organization[image: External link] classifies forced abortion[image: External link] coerced by the employer as labour exploitation[image: External link].[78][xxxviii] Other abuses include routine virginity tests[image: External link] of unmarried employed women.[79][80]
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Further information: Freedom of movement[image: External link]


The degree to which women can participate (in law and in practice) in public life varies by culture and socioeconomic characteristics. Seclusion[image: External link] of women within the home was a common practice among the upper classes[image: External link] of many societies, and this still remains the case today in some societies. Before the 20th century it was also common in parts of Southern Europe, such as much of Spain.[81]

Women's freedom of movement[image: External link] continues to be legally restricted in some parts of the world. This restriction is often due to marriage laws[image: External link].[xxxix] In some countries, women must legally be accompanied by their male guardians (such as the husband or male relative) when they leave home.[83]

The Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) states at Article 15 (4) that:


	"4. States Parties shall accord to men and women the same rights with regard to the law relating to the movement of persons and the freedom to choose their residence and domicile."[84]




In addition to laws, women's freedom of movement is also restricted by social and religious norms.[xl] Restrictions on freedom of movement also exist due to traditional practices such as baad[image: External link], swara[image: External link], or vani[image: External link].[xli]
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Main articles: Female education[image: External link] and Gender and education[image: External link]


In many parts of the world, girls' access to education is very restricted. In developing parts of the world women are often denied opportunities for education as girls and women face many obstacles. These include: early and forced marriages; early pregnancy; prejudice based on gender stereotypes at home, at school and in the community; violence on the way to school, or in and around schools; long distances to schools; vulnerability to the HIV epidemic; school fees, which often lead to parents sending only their sons to school; lack of gender sensitive approaches and materials in classrooms.[88][89][90] According to OHCHR[image: External link], there have been multiple attacks on schools worldwide during the period 2009-2014 with "a number of these attacks being specifically directed at girls, parents and teachers advocating for gender equality in education".[91] The United Nations Population Fund[image: External link] says:[92]


	"About two thirds of the world's illiterate[image: External link] adults are women. Lack of an education severely restricts a woman's access to information and opportunities. Conversely, increasing women's and girls' educational attainment benefits both individuals and future generations. Higher levels of women's education are strongly associated with lower infant mortality and lower fertility, as well as better outcomes for their children."
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Main article: Women in government[image: External link]


Women are underrepresented in most countries' National Parliaments.[93] The 2011 UN General Assembly resolution on women’s political participation called for female participation in politics, and expressed concern about the fact that "women in every part of the world continue to be largely marginalized from the political sphere".[94][xlii] Only 22 percent of parliamentarians globally are women and therefore, men continue to occupy most positions of political and legal authority.[2] As of November 2014, women accounted for 28% of members of the single or lower houses of parliaments in the European Union[image: External link] member states.[XLIII]

In some Western countries women have only recently obtained the right to vote[image: External link].[xliii]
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Equal rights for women in marriage, divorce, and property/land ownership and inheritance are essential for gender equality. The Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) has called for the end of discriminatory family laws[image: External link].[97] In 2013, UN Women stated that "While at least 115 countries recognize equal land rights for women and men, effective implementation remains a major challenge".[98]

The legal and social treatment of married women has been often discussed as a political issue from the 19th century onwards.[xliv][xlv] Until the 1970s, legal subordination of married women was common across European countries, through marriage laws[image: External link] giving legal authority to the husband, as well as through marriage bars[image: External link].[xlvi][xlvii] In 1978, the Council of Europe[image: External link] passed the Resolution (78) 37 on equality of spouses in civil law.[100] Switzerland[image: External link] was one of the last countries in Europe to establish gender equality in marriage, in this country married women's rights were severely restricted until 1988, when legal reforms providing for gender equality in marriage, abolishing the legal authority of the husband, come into force (these reforms had been approved in 1985 by voters in a referendum[image: External link], who narrowly voted in favor with 54.7% of voters approving).[101][102][103][25] In the Netherlands[image: External link], it was only in 1984 that full legal equality between husband and wife was achieved - prior to 1984 the law stipulated that the husband's opinion prevailed over the wife's regarding issues such as decisions on children's education and the domicile of the family.[104][105][106]

In the United States[image: External link], a wife's legal subordination to her husband was fully ended by the case of Kirchberg v. Feenstra[image: External link], 450[image: External link] U.S.[image: External link] 455 (1981), a United States Supreme Court[image: External link] case in which the Court held a Louisiana[image: External link] Head and Master law[image: External link], which gave sole control of marital property to the husband, unconstitutional.[107]

There have been and sometimes continue to be unequal treatment of married women in various aspects of everyday life. For example, in Australia[image: External link], until 1983 a husband had to authorize an application for an Australian passport[image: External link] for a married woman.[108] Other practices have included, and in many countries continue to include, a requirement for a husband's consent for an application for bank loans and credit cards by a married woman, as well as restrictions on the wife's reproductive rights[image: External link], such as a requirement that the husband consents to the wife's acquiring contraception[image: External link] or having an abortion[image: External link].[109][110] In some places, although the law itself no longer requires the consent of the husband for various actions taken by the wife, the practice continues de facto[image: External link], with the authorization of the husband being asked in practice.[111]

Although dowry[image: External link] is today mainly associated with South Asia[image: External link], the practice has been common until the mid-20th century in parts of Southeast Europe[image: External link].[xlviii]

Laws regulating marriage and divorce continue to discriminate against women in many countries.[xlix] In Iraq[image: External link] husbands have a legal right to "punish" their wives, with paragraph 41 of the criminal code stating that there is no crime if an act is committed while exercising a legal right.[l] In the 1990s and the 21st century there has been progress in many countries in Africa: for instance in Namibia the marital power[image: External link] of the husband was abolished in 1996 by the Married Persons Equality Act; in Botswana it was abolished in 2004 by the Abolition of Marital Power Act; and in Lesotho it was abolished in 2006 by the Married Persons Equality Act.[112] Violence against a wife continues to be seen as legally acceptable in some countries; for instance in 2010, the United Arab Emirates[image: External link] Supreme Court ruled that a man has the right to physically discipline his wife and children as long as he does not leave physical marks.[113] The criminalization of adultery[image: External link] has been criticized as being a prohibition, which, in law or in practice, is used primarily against women; and incites violence against women (crimes of passion[image: External link], honor killings).[li]
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Further information: Gender role[image: External link]


Gender stereotypes[image: External link] arise from the socially approved roles of women and men in the private or public sphere, at home or in the workplace. In the household, women are typically seen as mother figures, which usually places them into a typical classification of being "supportive" or "nurturing". Women are expected to want to take on the role of a mother and take on primary responsibility for household needs.[114] Their male counterparts are seen as being "assertive" or "ambitious" as men are usually seen in the workplace or as the primary breadwinner for his family.[115] Due to these views and expectations, women often face discrimination in the public sphere, such as the workplace.[115]

A gender role[image: External link] is a set of societal norms[image: External link] dictating the types of behaviors which are generally considered acceptable, appropriate, or desirable for people based on their sex. Gender roles are usually centered on conceptions of femininity[image: External link] and masculinity[image: External link], although there are exceptions[image: External link] and variations[image: External link].
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Main article: Exploitation of women in mass media[image: External link]


The way women are represented in the media has been criticized as perpetuating negative gender stereotypes. The exploitation of women in mass media[image: External link] refers to the criticisms that are levied against the use or objectification of women in the mass media[image: External link], when such use or portrayal aims at increasing the appeal of media or a product, to the detriment of, or without regard to, the interests of the women portrayed, or women in general. Concerns include the fact that all forms of media have the power to shape the population's perceptions and portray images of unrealistic stereotypical perceptions by portraying women either as submissive housewives or as sex objects.[116] The media emphasizes traditional domestic or sexual roles that normalize violence against women.

According to a study, the way women are often portrayed by the media can lead to: "Women of average or normal appearance feeling inadequate or less beautiful in comparison to the overwhelming use of extraordinarily attractive women"; "Increase in the likelihood and acceptance of sexual violence"; "Unrealistic expectations by men of how women should look or behave"; "Psychological disorders such as body dysmorphic disorder, anorexia, bulimia and so on"; "The importance of physical appearance is emphasized and reinforced early in most girls' development." Studies have found that nearly half of females ages 6–8 have stated they want to be slimmer. (Striegel-Moore & Franko, 2002)".[117][118]
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While in many countries, the problem lies in the lack of adequate legislation, in others the principal problem is not as much the lack of a legal framework, but the fact is that most women do not know their legal rights. This is especially the case as many of the laws dealing with women's rights are of recent date. This lack of knowledge enables to abusers to lead the victims (explicitly or implicitly) to believe that their abuse is within their rights. This may apply to a wide range of abuses, ranging from domestic violence to employment discrimination.[119][120] The United Nations Development Programme states that, in order to advance gender justice, "Women must know their rights and be able to access legal systems".[121]

The 1993 UN Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women[image: External link] states at Art. 4 (d) [...] "States should also inform women of their rights in seeking redress through such mechanisms".[122] Enacting protective legislation against violence has little effect, if women do not know how to use it: for example a study of Bedouin women in Israel found that 60% did not know what a restraining order[image: External link] was;[123] or if they don't know what acts are illegal: a report by Amnesty International showed in Hungary, in a public opinion poll of nearly 1,200 people in 2006, a total of 62% did not know that marital rape was an illegal (it was outlawed in 1997) and therefore the crime was rarely reported.[124][125] Ensuring women have a minim understanding of health issues is also important: lack of access to reliable medical information and available medical procedures to which they are entitled hurts women's health[image: External link].[126]
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Main article: Gender mainstreaming[image: External link]


Gender mainstreaming is described as the public policy[image: External link] of assessing the different implications for women and men of any planned policy[image: External link] action, including legislation[image: External link] and programmes[image: External link], in all areas and levels, with the aim of achieving gender equality.[127][128] The concept of gender mainstreaming was first proposed at the 1985 Third World Conference on Women in Nairobi[image: External link], Kenya[image: External link]. The idea has been developed in the United Nations[image: External link] development community.[129] Gender mainstreaming "involves ensuring that gender perspectives and attention to the goal of gender equality are central to all activities".[130]

According to the Council of Europe definition: "Gender mainstreaming is the (re)organization, improvement, development and evaluation of policy processes, so that a gender equality perspective is incorporated in all policies at all levels and at all stages, by the actors normally involved in policy-making."[95]

An integrated gender mainstreaming approach is "the attempt to form alliances and common platforms that bring together the power of faith and gender-equality aspirations to advance human rights."[131] For example, "in Azerbaijan, UNFPA[image: External link] conducted a study on gender equality by comparing the text of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women with some widely recognized Islamic references and resources. The results reflect the parallels between the Convention and many tenets of Islamic scripture and practice. The study showcased specific issues, including VAW, child marriage, respect for the dignity of women, and equality in the economic and political participation of women. The study was later used to produce training materials geared towards sensitizing religious leaders."[131]
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 General issues





	Coloniality of gender[image: External link]

	Special Measures for Gender Equality in The United Nations(UN)[image: External link]

	Complementarianism[image: External link]

	Egalitarianism[image: External link]

	Equal opportunity[image: External link]

	Feminism

	Gender empowerment[image: External link]

	Gender inequality[image: External link]

	Gender mainstreaming[image: External link]

	Gender neutrality[image: External link]

	Gender role[image: External link]

	Masculism[image: External link]

	Men's rights[image: External link]

	Right to equal protection[image: External link]

	Sex and gender distinction[image: External link]

	Sexism[image: External link]

	Sex ratio[image: External link]

	Women's rights[image: External link]
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 Specific issues





	Bahá'í Faith and gender equality[image: External link]

	Female economic activity[image: External link]

	Female education[image: External link]

	Gender-based price discrimination[image: External link]

	
Gender Parity Index[image: External link] (in education)

	Gender polarization[image: External link]

	Gender sensitization[image: External link]

	Matriarchy[image: External link]

	Matriname[image: External link]

	Mixed-sex education[image: External link]

	Patriarchy[image: External link]

	Quaker Testimony of Equality[image: External link]


	
Shared Earning/Shared Parenting Marriage[image: External link] (also known as Peer Marriage[image: External link])

	Topfreedom[image: External link]

	Women in Islam[image: External link]
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 Laws





	Anti-discrimination law[image: External link]

	Danish Act of Succession referendum, 2009[image: External link]

	
Equal Pay Act of 1963[image: External link] (United States)

	
Equality Act 2006[image: External link] (UK)

	
Equality Act 2010[image: External link] (UK)

	European charter for equality of women and men in local life[image: External link]

	Gender Equality Duty in Scotland[image: External link]

	Gender Equity Education Act (Taiwan)[image: External link]

	
Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act[image: External link] (United States, 2009)

	List of gender equality lawsuits[image: External link]

	Marital rape[image: External link]

	
Paycheck Fairness Act[image: External link] (in the US)

	
Title IX[image: External link] of the Education Amendments of 1972[image: External link] (United States)

	
Uniform civil code[image: External link] (India)

	United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325[image: External link]

	
Women's Petition to the National Assembly[image: External link] (France, 1789)
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 Organizations and ministries





	
Afghan Ministry of Women Affairs[image: External link] (Afghanistan)

	Center for Development and Population Activities (CEDPA)[image: External link]

	
Christians for Biblical Equality[image: External link], an organization that opposes gender discrimination within the church

	
Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality[image: External link] (European Parliament)

	
Equal Opportunities Commission[image: External link] (UK)

	
Equileap[image: External link], an organisation aiming to accelerate progress towards gender equality in the workplace

	
Gender Empowerment Measure[image: External link], a metric used by the United Nations

	
Gender-related Development Index[image: External link], a metric used by the United Nations

	
Government Equalities Office[image: External link] (UK)

	International Center for Research on Women[image: External link]

	Ministry of Integration and Gender Equality (Sweden)[image: External link]

	Ministry of Women, Family and Community Development (Malaysia)[image: External link]

	
Philippine Commission on Women[image: External link] (Philippines)

	
The Girl Effect[image: External link], an organization to help girls, worldwide, toward ending poverty

	
UN Women, United Nations entity working for the empowerment of women
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 Historical anecdotal reports





	New York Times[image: External link]
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 Other related topics





	Global Gender Gap Report[image: External link]

	International Men's Day[image: External link]

	Potty parity[image: External link]

	Women's Equality Day[image: External link]

	Illustrators for Gender Equality[image: External link]

	Gender apartheid[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ For example, many countries now permit women to serve in the armed forces[image: External link], the police forces[image: External link] and to be fire fighters[image: External link] – occupations traditionally reserved for men. Although these continue to have a male majority, an increasing number of women are now active, especially in directive fields such as politics, and occupy high positions in business.


	
^ For example, the Cairo Declaration on Human Rights in Islam[image: External link] declared that women have equal dignity but not equal rights, and this was accepted by many predominantly Muslim countries.


	
^ In some Christian churches[image: External link], the practice of churching of women[image: External link] may still have elements of ritual purification[image: External link] and the Ordination of women[image: External link] to the priesthood may be restricted or forbidden.


	
^ An example is Finland[image: External link], which has offered very high opportunities to women in public/professional life but has had a weak legal approach to the issue of violence against women[image: External link], with the situation in this country having been called a paradox[image: External link].[I][II]"Finland is repeatedly reminded of its widespread problem of violence against women and recommended to take more efficient measures to deal with the situation. International criticism concentrates on the lack of measures to combat violence against women in general and in particular on the lack of a national action plan to combat such violence and on the lack of legislation on domestic violence. (...) Compared to Sweden, Finland has been slower to reform legislation on violence against women. In Sweden, domestic violence was already illegal in 1864, while in Finland such violence was not outlawed until 1970, over a hundred years later. In Sweden the punishment of victims of incest was abolished in 1937 but not until 1971 in Finland. Rape within marriage was criminalised in Sweden in 1962, but the equivalent Finnish legislation only came into force in 1994 — making Finland one of the last European countries to criminalise marital rape. In addition, assaults taking place on private property did not become impeachable offences in Finland until 1995. Only in 1997 did victims of sexual offences and domestic violence in Finland become entitled to government-funded counselling and support services for the duration of their court cases."[III]


	
^ Denmark[image: External link] received harsh criticism for inadequate laws in regard to sexual violence[image: External link] in a 2008 report produced by Amnesty International[image: External link],[III] which described Danish laws as "inconsistent with international human rights standards".[IV] This led to Denmark reforming its sexual offenses legislation in 2013.[V][VI][VII]


	
^ "Mainstreaming a gender perspective is the process of assessing the implications for women and men of any planned action, including legislation, policies or programmes, in all areas and at all levels. It is a strategy for making women's as well as men's concerns and experiences an integral dimension of the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of policies and programmes in all political, economic and societal spheres so that women and men benefit equally and inequality is not perpetuated. The ultimate goal is to achieve gender equality."[VIII]


	
^ In Switzerland in 1985, a referendum guaranteed women legal equality with men within marriage.[IX][X] The new reforms came into force in January 1988.[25]


	
^ In Greece in 1983, legislation was passed guaranteeing equality between spouses, abolishing dowry[image: External link], and ending legal discrimination against illegitimate children.[26][XI]


	
^ In 1981, Spain abolished the requirement that married women must have their husbands’ permission to initiate judicial proceedings [XII]


	
^ Although married women in France obtained the right to work without their husbands' permission in 1965,[XIII] and the paternal authority of a man over his family was ended in 1970 (before that parental responsibilities belonged solely to the father who made all legal decisions concerning the children), it was only in 1985 that a legal reform abolished the stipulation that the husband had the sole power to administer the children's property.[XIV]


	
^ In 2002, Widney Brown, advocacy director for Human Rights Watch[image: External link], pointed out that "crimes of passion have a similar dynamic [to honor killings] in that the women are killed by male family members and the crimes are perceived [in those relevant parts of the world] as excusable or understandable".[27]


	
^ Especially of the French Napoleonic Code[image: External link],[XV] which was extremely powerful in its influence over the world (historian Robert Holtman regards it as one of the few documents that have influenced the whole world[XVI]) and which designated married women a subordinate role, and provided for leniency with regard to 'crimes of passion' (which was the case in France until 1975[XVII])


	
^ Forms of violence against women include Sexual violence[image: External link] (including War Rape[image: External link], Marital rape[image: External link], Date rape[image: External link] by drugs or alcohol, and Child sexual abuse[image: External link], the latter often in the context of Child marriage[image: External link]), Domestic violence[image: External link], Forced marriage[image: External link], Female genital mutilation[image: External link], Forced prostitution[image: External link], Sex trafficking[image: External link], Honor killing[image: External link], Dowry killing[image: External link], Acid attacks[image: External link], Stoning[image: External link], Flogging[image: External link], Forced sterilisation[image: External link], Forced abortion[image: External link], violence related to accusations of witchcraft, mistreatment of widows (e.g. widow inheritance). Fighting against violence against women is considered a key issue for achieving gender equality. The Council of Europe adopted the Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence (Istanbul Convention).


	
^ The UN Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women[image: External link] defines violence against women as "any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or in private life" and states that:"violence against women is a manifestation of historically unequal power relations between men and women, which have led to domination over and discrimination against women by men and to the prevention of the full advancement of women, and that violence against women is one of the crucial social mechanisms by which women are forced into a subordinate position compared with men."[XVIII]


	
^ As of 2004-2009, former and current partners were responsible for more than 80% of all cases of murders of women[image: External link] in Cyprus[image: External link], France[image: External link], and Portugal[image: External link].[33]


	
^ According to UNFPA:[XIX]

	"In some developing countries, practices that subjugate and harm women - such as wife-beating, killings in the name of honour, female genital mutilation/cutting and dowry deaths - are condoned as being part of the natural order of things."





	
^ In its explanatory report[image: External link] at para 219, it states:

	"There are many examples from past practice in Council of Europe member states that show that exceptions to the prosecution of such cases were made, either in law or in practice, if victim and perpetrator were, for example, married to each other or had been in a relationship. The most prominent example is rape within marriage, which for a long time had not been recognised as rape because of the relationship between victim and perpetrator."[XX]





	
^ In Opuz v Turkey, the European Court of Human Rights[image: External link] recognized violence against women as a form discrimination against women: "[T]he Court considers that the violence suffered by the applicant and her mother may be regarded as gender-based violence which is a form of discrimination against women."[XXI] This is also the position of the Istanbul Convention which reads:"Article 3 – Definitions, For the purpose of this Convention: a "violence against women" is understood as a violation of human rights and a form of discrimination against women [...]".[XXII]


	
^ She writes "To know what is wrong with rape, know what is right about sex. If this, in turn, is difficult, the difficulty is as instructive as the difficulty men have in telling the difference when women see one. Perhaps the wrong of rape has proved so difficult to define because the unquestionable starting point has been that rape is defined as distinct from intercourse, while for women it is difficult to distinguish the two under conditions of male dominance."[XXIII]


	
^ According to the World Health Organization: "Sexual violence is also more likely to occur where beliefs in male sexual entitlement are strong, where gender roles are more rigid, and in countries experiencing high rates of other types of violence."[XXIV]


	
^ Rebecca Cook wrote in Submission of Interights to the European Court of Human Rights in the case of M.C. v. Bulgaria[image: External link], 12 April 2003: "The equality approach starts by examining not whether the woman said 'no', but whether she said 'yes'. Women do not walk around in a state of constant consent to sexual activity unless and until they say 'no', or offer resistance to anyone who targets them for sexual activity. The right to physical and sexual autonomy means that they have to affirmatively consent to sexual activity."


	
^ UNFPA[image: External link] says that, "since 1990, the world has seen a 45 per cent decline in maternal mortality – an enormous achievement. But in spite of these gains, almost 800 women still die every day from causes related to pregnancy or childbirth. This is about one woman every two minutes."[XXV] According to UNFPA:[42]

	"Preventable maternal mortality occurs where there is a failure to give effect to the rights of women to health, equality, and non-discrimination. Preventable maternal mortality also often represents a violation of a woman’s right to life."





	
^ Amnesty International’s Secretary General has stated that: "It is unbelievable that in the twenty-first century some countries are condoning child marriage and marital rape while others are outlawing abortion, sex outside marriage and same-sex sexual activity – even punishable by death."[XXVI]


	
^ High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay[image: External link] has called for full respect and recognition of women's autonomy and sexual and reproductive health rights, stating:

	"Violations of women's human rights are often linked to their sexuality and reproductive role. Women are frequently treated as property, they are sold into marriage, into trafficking, into sexual slavery. Violence against women frequently takes the form of sexual violence. Victims of such violence are often accused of promiscuity and held responsible for their fate, while infertile women are rejected by husbands, families, and communities. In many countries, married women may not refuse to have sexual relations with their husbands, and often have no say in whether they use contraception."[XXVII]



These practices infringe on the right of achieving reproductive and sexual health.


	
^ Females' risk of acquiring sexually transmitted infections during unprotected sexual relations is two to four times that of males'.[XXVIII]


	
^ High Commissioner for Human Rights, Navi Pillay[image: External link], has stated on domestic violence against women: "The reality for most victims, including victims of honor killings, is that state institutions fail them and that most perpetrators of domestic violence can rely on a culture of impunity for the acts they commit – acts which would often be considered as crimes, and be punished as such, if they were committed against strangers."[XXIX]


	
^ According to Amnesty International, "Women who are victims of gender-related violence often have little recourse because many state agencies are themselves guilty of gender bias and discriminatory practices."[XXX]


	
^ For example, nations of the Arab world[image: External link] that deny equality of opportunity to women were warned in a 2008 United Nations[image: External link]-sponsored report that this disempowerment is a critical factor crippling these nations' return to the first rank of global leaders in commerce, learning[image: External link], and culture[image: External link].[XXXI] That is, Western bodies are less likely to conduct commerce with nations in the Middle East that retain culturally accepted attitudes towards the status and function of women in their society in an effort to force them to change their beliefs[image: External link] in the face of relatively underdeveloped economies.


	
^ UN Women states that: "Investing in women’s economic empowerment sets a direct path towards gender equality, poverty eradication and inclusive economic growth."[70]


	
^ The UN Population Fund[image: External link] says that, "Six out of 10 of the world’s poorest people are women. Economic disparities persist partly because much of the unpaid work within families and communities falls on the shoulders of women, and because women continue to face discrimination in the economic sphere."[2]


	
^ For example, studies have shown that women are charged more for services especially tailoring, hair cutting and laundering.[72]


	
^ In 2011, Jose Manuel Barroso[image: External link], then president of the European Commission[image: External link], stated "Germany, but also Austria and the Netherlands, should look at the example of the northern countries [...] that means removing obstacles for women, older workers, foreigners and low-skilled job-seekers to get into the workforce".[XXXII]


	
^ The Netherlands and Ireland are among the last Western countries to accept women as professionals; despite the Netherlands having an image as progressive on gender issues, women in the Netherlands work less in paid employment than women in other comparable Western countries. In the early 1980s, the Commission of the European Communities[image: External link] report Women in the European Community, found that the Netherlands and Ireland had the lowest labour participation of married women and the most public disapproval of it.[XXXIII]


	
^ In Ireland, until 1973, there was a marriage bar[image: External link].[XXXIV]


	
^ In the Netherlands, from the 1990s onwards, the numbers of women entering the workplace have increased, but with most of the women working part time[image: External link]. As of 2014, the Netherlands and Switzerland were the only OECD members where most employed women worked part-time,[XXXV] while in the United Kingdom, women made up two-thirds of workers on long term sick leave, despite making up only half of the workforce and even after excluding maternity leave.[XXXVI]


	
^ In the European Union[image: External link] (EU) the policies vary significantly by country, but the EU members must abide by the minimum standards of the Pregnant Workers Directive[image: External link] and Parental Leave Directive[image: External link].[XXXVII]


	
^ For example, some countries have enacted legislation explicitly outlawing or restricting what they view as abusive clauses in employment contracts[image: External link] regarding reproductive rights (such as clauses which stipulate that a woman cannot get pregnant during a specified time) rendering such contracts void[image: External link] or voidable[image: External link].[XXXVIII]


	
^ Being the victim of a forced abortion compelled by the employer was ruled a ground of obtaining political asylum[image: External link] in the US.[XXXIX]


	
^ For instance, in Yemen[image: External link], marriage regulations stipulate that a wife must obey her husband and must not leave home without his permission.[82]


	
^ For example, purdah[image: External link], a religious and social practice of female seclusion prevalent among some Muslim communities in Afghanistan[image: External link] and Pakistan[image: External link] as well as upper-caste Hindus in Northern India[image: External link], such as the Rajputs[image: External link], which often leads to the minimizing of the movement of women in public spaces and restrictions on their social and professional interactions;[85] or namus[image: External link], a cultural concept strongly related to family honor[image: External link].


	
^ Common especially among Pashtun tribes[image: External link] in Pakistan and Afghanistan, whereby a girl is given from one family to another (often though a marriage), in order to settle the disputes and feuds between the families. The girl, who now belongs to the second family, has very little autonomy and freedom, her role being to serve the new family.[XL][XLI][XLII][86][87]


	
^ The Council of Europe states that:[95]

	"Pluralist democracy requires balanced participation of women and men in political and public decision-making. Council of Europe standards provide clear guidance on how to achieve this."





	
^ Notably in Switzerland[image: External link], where women gained the right to vote in federal elections in 1971;[96] but in the canton of Appenzell Innerrhoden[image: External link] women obtained the right to vote on local issues only in 1991, when the canton was forced to do so by the Federal Supreme Court of Switzerland[image: External link].[XLIV]


	
^ John Stuart Mill[image: External link], in The Subjection of Women[image: External link] (1869) compared marriage to slavery[image: External link] and wrote that: "The law of servitude in marriage is a monstrous contradiction to all the principles of the modern world, and to all the experience through which those principles have been slowly and painfully worked out."[XLV]


	
^ In 1957, James Everett, then Minister for Justice in Ireland, stated: "The progress of organised society is judged by the status occupied by married women".[99]


	
^ In France, married women obtained the right to work without their husband's consent in 1965;[XLVI] while the paternal authority of a man over his family was ended in 1970 (before that parental responsibilities belonged solely to the father who made all legal decisions concerning the children); and a new reform in 1985 abolished the stipulation that the father had the sole power to administer the children's property.[XLVII]


	
^ In Austria[image: External link], the marriage law was overhauled between 1975 and 1983, abolishing the restrictions on married women's right to work outside the home, providing for equality between spouses, and for joint ownership of property and assets.[XLVIII]


	
^ For example, in Greece[image: External link] dowry was removed from family law[image: External link] only in 1983 through legal changes which reformed marriage law and provided gender equality in marriage.[26][XLIX] These changes also dealt with the practice of women changing their surnames to that of the husbands[image: External link] upon getting married, a practice which has been outlawed or restricted in some jurisdictions, because it is seen as contrary to women's rights. As such, women in Greece are required to keep their birth names for their whole life.[L]


	
^ For example, in Yemen[image: External link], marriage regulations state that a wife must obey her husband and must not leave home without his permission.[82]


	
^ Examples of legal rights include: "The punishment of a wife by her husband, the disciplining by parents and teachers of children under their authority within certain limits prescribed by law or by custom".[LI]


	
^ A Joint Statement by the United Nations Working Group on discrimination against women in law and in practice in 2012 stated:[LII] "the United Nations Working Group on discrimination against women in law and in practice is deeply concerned at the criminalization and penalization of adultery whose enforcement leads to discrimination and violence against women." UN Women also stated that "Drafters should repeal any criminal offenses related to adultery or extramarital sex between consenting adults".[LIII]
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Headington School, Oxford






Headington School is an independent girls' school in Headington[image: External link], Oxford, England[image: External link], founded by a group of evangelical Christians in 1915.

The school motto is «Αγωνίζου τον καλόν αγώνα της πίστεως», a quotation (in Koine Greek[image: External link]) from 1 Timothy[image: External link] 6.12, meaning "Fight the good fight of Faith". The hymn 'Fight the Good Fight' is also the school song.

The Good Schools Guide[image: External link] called Headington "A delightful school, [which] nurtures and entertains its pupils while at the same time achieving excellent academic results... fun and stimulating to be at."[1]



TOP
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 History




Headington School was founded in 1915 by a group of evangelical[image: External link] Christians to provide "a sound education for girls to fit them for the demands and opportunities likely to arise after the war[image: External link]". It started at Headington Lodge on Osler Road with just ten boarding and eight day girls. As the school rapidly expanded after the war, more buildings were bought and added to the school.

In 1920, Davenport House, one of the current boarding houses, (on the corner of London Road and Pullens Lane[image: External link]) was taken over by the school. The house had a 2-acre garden and another nineteen acres of farmland attached stretching as far east as the White Horse pub. The main school then moved to its current building, built in the neo-Georgian[image: External link] style, in 1930. Chiang Yee[image: External link], "The Silent Traveller" describes it as having an "atmosphere of spacious dignity". In 1942 it was established as an educational charity, in recognition of the benefits that it provides to its pupils and the wider community. [2]
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 Headington Prep




The preparatory school[image: External link] is located on a separate site across the junction where Headington Road[image: External link] and Headley Way[image: External link] meet. The premise which houses the prep school was originally known as Brookside. It was taken over by the school in 1916. Built in 1886, it was first occupied by Thomas Arnall, Oxford’s Head Postmaster. The school renamed it Napier House when they moved out of the original Headington house with that name.[2] Since the prep school moved in, the facilities have been extended but the main house is still in use. Its pupils uses some facilities of the senior school, such as the swimming pool, playing field, all-weather surface and theatre.

Both the prep and senior schools share the same governing body. Until the 2007-08 school year it admitted boys up to age 7. It is a member of the Independent Association of Preparatory Schools[image: External link].
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 Facilities




The school has embarked on a series of building projects in the past fifteen years, beginning with the Art Department, the professional-standard Theatre at Headington (2002), Napier Boarding House (2003), a large Dining Hall (2005), and most recently the new Music School, which opened in 2009.[3] These complement the original neo-Georgian senior school building constructed in the 1930s.

There are 23 acres of grounds and playing fields, tennis courts, swimming pool and a floodlit Astroturf pitch.[4] The school also owns a boat club[image: External link].[5] It is one of the few schools in the country to offer equestrian[image: External link] facilities.[6]
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 Houses




There are ten competitive houses named after landmarks in Oxfordshire or notable historical figures associated with Oxford. Each House is led by a member of staff and a Sixth Form prefect.


	Blenheim[image: External link]

	Cherwell[image: External link]

	Ford

	Isis[image: External link]

	Latimer[image: External link]

	Oxon

	Ridley[image: External link]

	Windrush[image: External link]



The newest houses to join are Cranmer and Evenlode


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Year Groups




Headington uses its own nomenclature for the year groups.

Preparatory School



	Name
	Year



	Nursery
	Nursery



	Pre-Kindergarten
	Reception



	Kindergarten
	Year 1



	Transition
	Year 2



	Form 1
	Year 3



	Lower 2
	Year 4



	Upper 2
	Year 5



	Lower 3
	Year 6




Senior School



	Division
	Name
	Year



	Lower School
	Upper 3
	Year 7



	Lower 4
	Year 8



	Middle School
	Upper 4
	Year 9



	Lower 5
	Year 10



	Upper 5
	Year 11



	Sixth Form[image: External link]
	Lower 6
	Year 12



	Upper 6
	Year 13





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Boarding




Headington offers both full-time, part-time or flex-boarding to girls aged 9 and above. Approximately one third of its pupils are boarders.[7] They are grouped by years and reside in four boarding houses.


	Davenport: U2 (Year 5) to U4 (Year 9)

	Hillstow: U4 to U6 (Year 13)

	Napier: L5 (Year 10) to U6

	Celia Marsh: L6 & U6 (Sixth Form[image: External link])

	MacGregor: L6 & U6 - attached to Celia Marsh House




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Curriculum




Headington is one of the higher achieving independent schools in Oxfordshire.[8][9]

The International Baccalaureate[image: External link] has been offered alongside A Levels[image: External link] since September 2009.[10]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Extracurricular Activities




Headington offers over 50 different extracurricular activities ranging from sport to the Duke of Edinburgh Award[image: External link]. Headington's Combined Cadet Force is one of only four all girls contingents in the country.[4]

Sports teams and athletes regularly take part in competitions at county or national level.[6][11][12][13]

The rowing[image: External link] team is one of the county's most successful school teams. It won the girls eights[image: External link] category at the National Schools Regatta[image: External link] in 2001[14] and completed the rare "Women's triple" in 2009, 2014, 2015, and 2016 by winning the National Schools, Schools Head[image: External link] and Henley[image: External link].[15] It has also performed well in the South of England Indoor Rowing Championships, winning five overall classes in 2008[16] and finishing runners-up in 2010.[17] Two of its members were chosen to represent Great Britain at the 2010 Summer Youth Olympics[image: External link] in Singapore[image: External link] and claimed a gold medal in the girls' pair category[image: External link].[18]

At the 2016 Olympic Games[image: External link], former pupil Katie Greves[image: External link] won the silver medal in the women's eight, in what was her third appearance at the Olympic Games[image: External link].

The Robotics Team won the 2014 Student Robotics[image: External link] Competition. Headington School was the first all-girls team to enter the competition in 2013, and the first all-girls winner in 2014. In 2013 they won the Rookie prize and First Moves, and came 2nd and 16th in the league with their two teams. In 2014 they came 4th in the league and proceeded to pass through all the knockout rounds to win. In 2015 they came 1st in the league and 5th overall, thus making headington the highest placed all girl and majority girl team for the third year running.

The girls provide strong competition in the Oxford Music Festival. In 2013 seven Headington girls won their category and the sixth form vocal ensemble The Eleven received the top choral prize.[19]
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 Notable alumnae





	For full list, see Category:People educated at Headington School, Oxford[image: External link]




	
Khadija Bukar Abba Ibrahim[image: External link], Member of the Nigerian House of Representatives

	
Lily van den Broecke[image: External link], GB Rowing Paralympian

	
Katie Greves[image: External link], Olympic Silver Medallist, European Champion and Triple Olympian in rowing

	
Alice Hart-Davis[image: External link], journalist

	
Janet Husband[image: External link], Emeritus Professor of Radiology

	
Lady Elizabeth Longford[image: External link], biographer.

	
Elinor Lyon[image: External link], children's author.[20]


	
Baroness Mallalieu[image: External link], lawyer, politician and president of the Countryside Alliance[image: External link].

	
Christina Onassis[image: External link], shipping magnate.

	
Julia Somerville[image: External link], former BBC News & ITV News presenter.

	
Lady Henrietta Spencer-Churchill[image: External link], daughter of the 11th Duke of Marlborough.

	
Sophie Sumner[image: External link], model.

	
Jane Tewson[image: External link], founder of Comic Relief.

	
Emma Watson, actress.

	
Barbara Woodhouse[image: External link], TV personality and dog trainer.

	
Janet Young, Baroness Young[image: External link], former Leader of the House of Lords.
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Wand






For other uses, see Wand (disambiguation)[image: External link].

A wand (sometimes magic wand) is a thin, hand-held stick or rod made of wood[image: External link], stone[image: External link], ivory[image: External link], or metals[image: External link] like gold[image: External link] or silver[image: External link]. Generally, in modern language, wands are ceremonial and/or have associations with magic[image: External link] but there have been other uses, all stemming from the original meaning as a synonym of rod[image: External link] and virge[image: External link], both of which had a similar development. A stick giving length and leverage is perhaps the earliest and simplest of tools. Long versions of the magic wand are usually styled in forms of staves or scepters[image: External link], often with designs or an orb of a gemstone forged on the top.
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In ecclesiastical and formal government ceremonial[image: External link], special officials may carry a wand of office or staff of office representing their power[image: External link]. Compare in this context the function of the ceremonial mace[image: External link], the sceptre[image: External link], and the staff of office[image: External link]. Its age may be even greater, as Stone Age cave paintings show figures holding sticks, which may be symbolic representations of their power.[1]
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 Metrology




The wand is also a pre-Norman unit of length used in the British Isles equal to approximately the modern metre, apparently dating from an early use as a yardstick (originally as a generic term). The 'wand' survived for a time under the Normans. Then when the yard was established, the wand came to be known as the 'yard and the hand', and then disappeared, either slowly or by being banned by law.

The old English unit of 1007 mm was called a 'wand', and although the 'yard' was created to replace the wand, the wand was still used for some centuries because of its convenience as part of an old English decimal system that included:


	1 digit (base of long finger) about 20 mm

	10 digits = 1 small span (span of thumb and forefinger) 200 mm

	10 small spans = 1 armstretch (1 fathom from finger tip to finger tip) about 2 m

	10 fathoms = 1 chain about 20 m

	10 chains = 1 furlong about 200 m

	10 furlongs = 1 thus-hund of about 2 km



The wand that has survived today as part of folklore may in fact be a rendition of the ancient British length unit. Thus a true wand would be 1 m in length and not 30 cm.
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 Mystical, occult, and religious usage




In Pharaonic Egypt[image: External link], toilette articles, weapons against possible enemies, amulets against serpents, were also left in the tomb[image: External link], together with magic texts and a magic wand[image: External link] which enabled the ba (soul) to use them.

In classical Greco-Roman mythology, the god Hermes[image: External link]/ Mercury[image: External link] has a special wand called a caduceus[image: External link].

Six to eight-foot-long staves with metal tips adorning them are traditionally carried in Freemasonry[image: External link] during rituals of the Craft. Ceremonial uses may have several wands for different purposes, such as the Fire Wand and the Lotus Wand in the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn[image: External link]. In Zoroastrianism[image: External link], there is a similar ritual implement called a barsom[image: External link].

In Wicca[image: External link] and Ceremonial magic[image: External link], practitioners use several magical tools[image: External link] including wands for the channeling of energy[image: External link]—they serve a similar purpose to the athame[image: External link] although the two have their distinct uses. While an athame is generally used to command, a wand is seen as more gentle and is used to invite or encourage. Though traditionally made of wood, they can also consist of metal or crystal[image: External link]. Practitioners usually prune a branch from an Oak[image: External link], Hazel[image: External link], or other tree, or may even buy wood from a hardware store[image: External link], and then carve it and add decorations to personalize it; one can also purchase ready-made wands. In Wicca[image: External link] the wand usually represents the element air[image: External link], or sometimes fire[image: External link], although contemporary wand makers also create wands for the elements of earth[image: External link] and water[image: External link]. The wand is most often used by Neopagans[image: External link], Wiccans, Shamans and others in rituals, healing and spell casting.

There is some scholarly opinion that the magic wand may have its roots as a symbol of the phallus[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]]. It may also have originated as the drumming stick of a shaman[image: External link], especially in Central Asia[image: External link] and Siberia[image: External link], as when using it to beat his drum or to point, to perform religious ceremonies, for healing, and in magical ceremonies.[2]
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 Tarot cards




" Wands[image: External link]" is also another name for the suit of Staves, Batons or Rods, a suit of the minor arcana of the Tarot[image: External link]. It is normally associated with the element of fire, representing creative energy, passion, confidence, and charisma.
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 Other uses





	In music, the term sometimes applies to the modern model of conductor[image: External link]'s baton[image: External link] (the earlier staff and baton cantoral being heavier and thus unfit for precise gestures).

	In literary language, "wand" can be a synonym for rod[image: External link] as an implement for corporal punishment[image: External link], in the generic sense: either a multiple rod or a single branch (switch or cane), but not a specific physical type.

	Based on their magical symbolism, stage magicians[image: External link] often use "magic wands" as part of their misdirection[image: External link].[3] These wands are traditionally short and black, with white tips; if deprived of his magic wand, the magician may be deemed powerless. A magic wand may be transformed into other items, grow, vanish, move, display a will of its own, or behave magically in its own right.

	A lacrosse stick[image: External link] is colloquially referred to as a "wand."

	"To wand" is a colloquial verb that means to check something with a handheld metal detector[image: External link], such as at the airport[image: External link] and high security buildings.[4]


	Wooden wands of about 60" in length were popular exercise implements during the Victorian era[image: External link], particularly in the U.S. and in Canada, being used to perform various flexibility and strengthening routines.

	Wand is also a common reference to an automotive handbrake/parking brake, in motorsport rally drivers would refer to their hydraulic handbrakes as "the Wand"

	In hair and beauty, Curling wand is defined as a rod-shaped metal used to curl hair when heated to give it curls or waves
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The earliest magical wand or staff in Western literary canon appears in the Odyssey[image: External link]: that of Circe[image: External link], who uses it to transform Odysseus's men into wild beasts. Italian fairy tales[image: External link] put them into the hands of the powerful fairies by the late Middle Ages.[5]

In the ballads such as Allison Gross[image: External link] and The Laily Worm and the Machrel of the Sea[image: External link], the villainesses use silver wands to transform their victims.[6] In The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe[image: External link], the White Witch's most feared tool is her wand, whose magic is capable of turning people into stone.

Magic wands commonly feature in works of fantasy[image: External link] fiction[image: External link] as spell[image: External link]-casting tools[image: External link]. Few other common denominators exist, so the capabilities of wands vary wildly. Note that wands fill basically the same role as wizards' staffs, though staffs generally convey a more 'serious' image;[citation needed[image: External link]] a fairy godmother[image: External link] would often use a wand, possibly with a star[image: External link] or some form of decoration on the end, while Gandalf[image: External link] would most likely not (however, in The Hobbit[image: External link], he is said to use a wand, referring to his staff, to fight the goblins of the Misty Mountains and their Wargs).[clarification needed[image: External link]] Gandalf's name is Northern Mannish (one of Tolkien[image: External link]'s invented languages, similar to North Germanic languages) for "Elf of the Wand", a reference to the staff he carries. In dramatic fiction, wands can serve as weapons[image: External link] in magical duels[image: External link]. Personal wands[image: External link] are common in the fictional world of J. K. Rowling[image: External link]'s Harry Potter[image: External link], as necessary tools to channel out each character's magic; it is the wand that chooses its owner. A wand is also present in the Children of the Red King[image: External link] series in the possession of Charlie Bone as well as the popular MMORPG[image: External link] World of Warcraft[image: External link] where caster classes such as the mage and warlock use wands offensively.
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	Caduceus[image: External link]

	Ceremonial magic[image: External link]

	Rhabdomancy[image: External link]

	White Wand[image: External link]

	Ruyi (scepter)[image: External link]
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Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone (film)






Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone (released in some countries as Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone)[3] is a 2001 British-American fantasy film[image: External link] directed by Chris Columbus and distributed by Warner Bros. Pictures[image: External link].[2] It is based on the novel of the same name by J. K. Rowling[image: External link]. The film was the first instalment in the long-running Harry Potter film series, and was written by Steve Kloves[image: External link] and produced by David Heyman. Its story follows Harry Potter's first year at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry[image: External link] as he discovers that he is a famous wizard and begins his education. The film stars Daniel Radcliffe as Harry Potter, with Rupert Grint as Ron Weasley, and Emma Watson as Hermione Granger.

Warner Bros. bought the film rights to the book in 1999 for a reported £1 million ($1.275 million) Production began in the United Kingdom in 2000, with Chris Columbus being chosen to create the film from a short list of directors that included Steven Spielberg[image: External link] and Rob Reiner[image: External link]. Rowling insisted that the entire cast be British or Irish, and the film was shot at Leavesden Film Studios[image: External link] and historic buildings around the United Kingdom.

The film was released in theatres in the United Kingdom and the United States on 16 November 2001. It received a very positive critical reception, earned more than $970 million at the box office worldwide, becoming the highest grossing film of 2001 and was nominated for many awards including the Academy Award[image: External link] for Best Original Score[image: External link], Best Art Direction[image: External link] and Best Costume Design[image: External link]. It was followed by seven sequels, beginning with Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets in 2002 and ending with Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2 in 2011, nearly ten years after the first film's release. As of December 2015, it is the 31st-highest-grossing film of all time and the second-highest-grossing film in the series behind Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2.
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Harry Potter is a seemingly ordinary boy living in Little Whinging[image: External link], Surrey[image: External link], England[image: External link] with his only remaining relatives, the Dursleys[image: External link], who treat him badly. In 1991,[4] after inadvertently causing an accident on a family outing and receiving several unsolicited letters by owl, Rubeus Hagrid appears and informs Harry that he is a wizard[image: External link], known for being the first and only one to survive an attack by Lord Voldemort[image: External link], a once-powerful dark wizard who terrorized the Wizarding World and murdered those who stood in his way, including Harry's parents James and Lily Potter[image: External link]. Hagrid reveals to Harry that he has been accepted into Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry[image: External link]. After buying his school supplies from the hidden London street, Diagon Alley[image: External link], Harry boards the train to Hogwarts via the concealed Platform 9¾[image: External link] in King's Cross Station[image: External link].

On the train, Harry meets Ron Weasley, a boy from a large but poor pure-blood wizarding family, and Hermione Granger, a witch born to non-magical parents. Once they arrive Harry and all the other first-year students are sorted between four houses: Gryffindor[image: External link], Hufflepuff[image: External link], Ravenclaw[image: External link], and Slytherin[image: External link]. Because Slytherin is noted for being the house of darker wizards and witches, Harry convinces the Sorting Hat not to put him in Slytherin. He ends up in Gryffindor along with Ron and Hermione. Ron's older brothers were all placed in Gryffindor as well: mischievous twins Fred and George, Percy the prefect, Charlie (who researches dragons in Romania) and Bill (who works for Gringotts Bank[image: External link]).

At Hogwarts, Harry begins learning wizardry and discovers more about his past and his parents. He gets recruited for Gryffindor's Quidditch[image: External link] (a sport in the wizarding world where people fly on broomsticks[image: External link]) team as a Seeker[image: External link], as his father was before him. One night he, Ron, and Hermione discover a large three-headed dog[image: External link] named Fluffy (owned by Hagrid) on a restricted floor in the school. They later find out Fluffy is guarding the Philosopher's Stone[image: External link], an item that can be used to grant its owner immortality. Harry concludes that his potions teacher, the unfriendly Severus Snape[image: External link], is trying to obtain the stone in order to return Voldemort to a human form.

After hearing from Hagrid that Fluffy will fall asleep if played music, Harry, Ron and Hermione decide to find the stone before Snape does. They face a series of tasks that are helping guard the stone which include surviving a deadly plant known as Devil's Snare, flying amidst winged, flying keys and winning a dangerous, life-sized game of chess[image: External link].

After getting past the tasks Harry discovers that it was really Defence Against the Dark Arts[image: External link] teacher Professor Quirrell[image: External link] who was trying to steal the stone, and that Snape was protecting Harry all along. Quirrell removes his turban and reveals Voldemort to be living on the back of his head. Voldemort attempts to convince Harry to give him the stone (which Harry suddenly finds in his pocket as the result of an enchantment by the headmaster, Albus Dumbledore[image: External link]), by promising to bring his parents back from the dead, but Harry refuses. Quirrell attempts to kill him and take the stone, but Harry's touch turns Quirrell into dust. When Harry gets up, Voldemort's spirit rises from Quirrell's ashes and passes through Harry, knocking him unconscious before fleeing.

Harry wakes up in the school's hospital wing with Professor Dumbledore at his side. Dumbledore explains that the stone has been destroyed and that, despite Ron nearly being killed in the chess match, he and Hermione are both fine. The headmaster reveals that Harry was able to defeat Quirrell because when Harry's mother died to save him her death gave Harry a magical, love-based protection against Voldemort. Harry, Ron, and Hermione are rewarded with house points for their heroic performances, and Neville Longbottom is rewarded for bravely standing up to them, winning Gryffindor the House Cup. Before Harry and the rest of the students leave for the summer, Harry realises that while all other students are going home, Hogwarts is truly his home.
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 Cast




Further information: List of Harry Potter cast members[image: External link]


Rowling insisted that the cast be kept British.[5] Susie Figgis was appointed as casting director, working with both Columbus and Rowling in auditioning the lead roles of Harry, Ron and Hermione.[6] Open casting calls were held for the main three roles,[7] with only British children being considered.[8] The principal auditions took place in three parts, with those auditioning having to read a page from the novel, then to improvise a scene of the students' arrival at Hogwarts, and finally to read several pages from the script in front of Columbus.[8] Scenes from Columbus' script for the 1985 film Young Sherlock Holmes[image: External link] were also used in auditions.[9] On 11 July 2000, Figgis left the production, complaining that Columbus did not consider any of the thousands of children they had auditioned "worthy".[9] On 8 August 2000, the virtually unknown Daniel Radcliffe and newcomers Rupert Grint and Emma Watson were selected to play Harry Potter, Ron Weasley and Hermione Granger, respectively.[10]


	
Daniel Radcliffe as Harry Potter, an 11-year-old British orphan raised by his unwelcoming aunt and uncle, who learns of his own fame as a wizard[image: External link] known to have survived his parents' murder at the hands of the psychopathic[image: External link] dark wizard Lord Voldemort as an infant when he is accepted to Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry[image: External link]. Columbus had wanted Radcliffe for the role since he saw him in the BBC's production of David Copperfield[image: External link], before the open casting sessions had taken place, but had been told by Figgis that Radcliffe's protective parents would not allow their son to take the part.[11] Columbus explained that his persistence in giving Radcliffe the role was responsible for Figgis' resignation.[11] Radcliffe was asked to audition in 2000, when Heyman and Kloves met him and his parents at a production of Stones in His Pockets[image: External link] in London.[12] Heyman and Columbus successfully managed to convince Radcliffe's parents that their son would be protected from media intrusion, and they agreed to let him play Harry.[11] Rowling approved of Radcliffe's casting, stating that "having seen [his] screen test I don't think Chris Columbus could have found a better Harry."[13] Radcliffe was reportedly paid £1 million for the film, although he felt the fee was "not that important".[14] William Moseley[image: External link], who was later cast as Peter Pevensie[image: External link] in The Chronicles of Narnia[image: External link] series, also auditioned for the role.[15]


	
Rupert Grint as Ron Weasley, Harry's best friend at Hogwarts. He decided he would be perfect for the part "because [he has got] ginger hair," and was a fan of the series.[14] Having seen a Newsround[image: External link] report about the open casting he sent in a video of himself rapping about how he wished to receive the part. His attempt was successful as the casting team asked for a meeting with him.[14]


	
Emma Watson as Hermione Granger, Harry's other best friend and the trio's brains. Watson's Oxford theatre teacher passed her name on to the casting agents and she had to do over five interviews before she got the part.[16] Watson took her audition seriously, but "never really thought [she] had any chance of getting the role."[14] The producers were impressed by Watson's self-confidence and she outperformed the thousands of other girls who had applied.[17]


	
John Cleese[image: External link] as Nearly Headless Nick[image: External link], the ghost[image: External link] of Hogwarts' Gryffindor House.

	
Robbie Coltrane as Rubeus Hagrid, a half-giant and Hogwarts' Groundskeeper. Coltrane was Rowling's first choice for the part.[18][19] Coltrane, who was already a fan of the books, prepared for the role by discussing Hagrid's past and future with Rowling.[11][20] According to Figgis, Robin Williams[image: External link] was interested in participating in the film, but was turned down for the Hagrid role because of the "strictly British and Irish only" rule which Columbus was determined to maintain.[18][21]


	
Warwick Davis[image: External link] as Filius Flitwick[image: External link], the Charms Master and head of Hogwarts' Ravenclaw House.

	
Richard Griffiths[image: External link] as Vernon Dursley[image: External link], Harry's Muggle[image: External link] (non-magical) uncle.

	
Richard Harris[image: External link] as Albus Dumbledore[image: External link], Hogwarts' Headmaster and one of the most famous and powerful wizards of all time. Harris initially rejected the role, only to reverse his decision after his granddaughter stated she would never speak to him again if he did not take it.[22]


	
Ian Hart[image: External link] as Quirinus Quirrell[image: External link], the slightly nervous Defence Against the Dark Arts teacher at Hogwarts, and also Lord Voldemort[image: External link]'s voice. David Thewlis auditioned for the part; he would later be cast as Remus Lupin[image: External link] in Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban.[23]


	
John Hurt[image: External link] as Mr. Ollivander[image: External link], the owner of Ollivanders[image: External link], a highly regarded wandmaker.

	
Alan Rickman[image: External link] as Severus Snape[image: External link], the Potions Master and head of Hogwarts' Slytherin House. Tim Roth[image: External link] was the original choice for the role, but he turned it down for Planet of the Apes[image: External link].[24]


	
Fiona Shaw[image: External link] as Petunia Dursley[image: External link], Harry's Muggle aunt.

	
Maggie Smith[image: External link] as Minerva McGonagall[image: External link], the Deputy Headmistress, head of Gryffindor and transfiguration teacher at Hogwarts. Smith was Rowling's personal choice for the part.[19]


	
Julie Walters[image: External link] as Molly Weasley[image: External link], Ron's caring mother. She shows Harry how to get to Platform  9 3⁄4. Before Walters was cast, American actress Rosie O'Donnell[image: External link] held talks with Columbus about playing Mrs. Weasley.[25]




Rik Mayall[image: External link] was cast in the role of Peeves[image: External link], a poltergeist who likes to prank students in the novel. Mayall had to shout his lines off camera during takes,[26] but the scene ended up being cut from the film.[27]
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In 1997, producer David Heyman searched for a children's book that could be adapted into a well-received film.[11] He had planned to produce Diana Wynne Jones[image: External link]' novel The Ogre Downstairs[image: External link], but his plans fell through. His staff at Heyday Films[image: External link] then suggested Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone, which his assistant believed was "a cool idea."[11] Heyman pitched the idea to Warner Bros.[image: External link][11] and in 1999, Rowling sold the company the rights to the first four Harry Potter books for a reported £1 million (US$1,982,900).[28] A demand Rowling made was that the principal cast be kept strictly British, nonetheless allowing for the inclusion of Irish actors such as Richard Harris[image: External link] as Dumbledore, and for casting of French and Eastern European actors in Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire where characters from the book are specified as such.[5] Rowling was hesitant to sell the rights because she "didn't want to give them control over the rest of the story" by selling the rights to the characters, which would have enabled Warner Bros. to make non-author-written sequels.[29]

Although Steven Spielberg[image: External link] initially negotiated to direct the film, he declined the offer.[30] Spielberg reportedly wanted the adaptation to be an animated film[image: External link], with American actor Haley Joel Osment[image: External link] to provide Harry Potter's voice,[31] or a film that incorporated elements from subsequent books as well.[11] Spielberg contended that, in his opinion, it was like "shooting ducks in a barrel. It's just a slam dunk[image: External link]. It's just like withdrawing a billion dollars and putting it into your personal bank accounts. There's no challenge."[32] Rowling maintains that she had no role in choosing directors for the films and that "[a]nyone who thinks I could (or would) have 'veto-ed' [ sic[image: External link] ] him [Spielberg] needs their Quick-Quotes Quill[image: External link] serviced."[33] Heyman recalled that Spielberg decided to direct A.I. Artificial Intelligence[image: External link] instead.[11]

After Spielberg left, talks began with other directors, including: Chris Columbus, Terry Gilliam[image: External link], Jonathan Demme[image: External link], Mike Newell, Alan Parker[image: External link], Wolfgang Petersen[image: External link], Rob Reiner[image: External link], Ivan Reitman[image: External link], Tim Robbins[image: External link], Brad Silberling[image: External link], M. Night Shyamalan[image: External link] and Peter Weir.[11][27][34] Petersen and Reiner both pulled out of the running in March 2000,[35] and the choice was narrowed down to Silberling, Columbus, Parker and Gilliam.[36] Rowling's first choice director was Terry Gilliam,[37] but Warner Bros. chose Columbus, citing his work on other family films such as Home Alone[image: External link] and Mrs. Doubtfire[image: External link] as influences for their decision.[38] Columbus pitched his vision of the film for two hours, stating that he wanted the Muggle scenes "to be bleak and dreary" but those set in the wizarding world "to be steeped in color, mood, and detail." He took inspiration from David Lean[image: External link]'s adaptations of Great Expectations[image: External link] (1946) and Oliver Twist[image: External link] (1948), wishing to use "that sort of darkness, that sort of edge, that quality to the cinematography," taking the colour designs from Oliver![image: External link] and The Godfather[image: External link].[11]



	"Harry Potter is the kind of timeless literary achievement that comes around once in a lifetime. Since the books have generated such a passionate following across the world, it was important to us to find a director that [ sic[image: External link]] has an affinity for both children and magic. I can't think of anyone more ideally suited for this job than Chris."



	— Lorenzo di Bonaventura[image: External link][38]





Steve Kloves[image: External link] was selected to write the screenplay. He described adapting the book as "tough", as it did not "lend itself to adaptation as well as the next two books."[39] Kloves often received synopses of books proposed as film adaptations from Warner Bros., which he "almost never read",[11] but Harry Potter jumped out at him.[11] He went out and bought the book, and became an instant fan of the series.[39] When speaking to Warner Bros., he stated that the film had to be British, and had to be true to the characters.[39] Kloves was nervous when he first met Rowling as he did not want her to think he was going to "[destroy] her baby."[11] Rowling admitted that she "was really ready to hate this Steve Kloves," but recalled her initial meeting with him: "The first time I met him, he said to me, 'You know who my favourite character is?' And I thought, You're gonna say Ron. I know you're gonna say Ron. But he said 'Hermione.' And I just kind of melted."[11] Rowling received a large amount of creative control, an arrangement that Columbus did not mind.

Warner Bros. had initially planned to release the film over the 4 July 2001 weekend, making for such a short production window that several proposed directors pulled themselves out of the running. Due to time constraints, the date was put back to 16 November 2001.[40]
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 Filming




Two British film industry officials requested that the film be shot in the United Kingdom, offering their assistance in securing filming locations, the use of Leavesden Film Studios[image: External link], as well as changing the UK's child labour laws (adding a small number of working hours per week and making the timing of on-set classes more flexible).[11] Warner Bros. accepted their proposal. Filming began in September 2000 at Leavesden Film Studios and concluded on March 23, 2001,[41] with final work being done in July.[27][42] Principal photography took place on 2 October 2000 at North Yorkshire[image: External link]'s Goathland railway station[image: External link].[43] Canterbury Cathedral[image: External link] and Scotland's Inverailort Castle were both touted as possible locations for Hogwarts; Canterbury rejected Warner Bros. proposal due to concerns about the film's "pagan" theme.[44][45] Alnwick Castle[image: External link] and Gloucester Cathedral[image: External link] were eventually selected as the principal locations for Hogwarts,[11] with some scenes also being filmed at Harrow School[image: External link].[46] Other Hogwarts scenes were filmed in Durham Cathedral[image: External link] over a two-week period;[47] these included shots of the corridors and some classroom scenes.[48] Oxford University's Divinity School[image: External link] served as the Hogwarts Hospital Wing, and Duke Humfrey's Library, part of the Bodleian[image: External link], was used as the Hogwarts Library.[49] Filming for Privet Drive took place on Picket Post Close in Bracknell[image: External link], Berkshire.[47] Filming in the street took two days instead of the planned single day, so payments to the street's residents were correspondingly increased.[47] For all the subsequent film's scenes set in Privet Drive, filming took place on a constructed set in Leavesden Film Studios, which proved to have been cheaper than filming on location.[50] London's Australia House[image: External link] was selected as the location for Gringotts Wizarding Bank[image: External link],[11] while Christ Church, Oxford[image: External link] was the location for the Hogwarts trophy room.[51] London Zoo[image: External link] was used as the location for the scene in which Harry accidentally sets a snake on Dudley,[51] with King's Cross Station[image: External link] also being used as the book specifies.[52]

Because the American title was different, all scenes that mention the philosopher's stone by name had to be re-shot, once with the actors saying "philosopher's" and once with "sorcerer's".[27] The children filmed for four hours and then did three hours of schoolwork. They developed a liking for fake facial injuries from the makeup staff. Radcliffe was initially meant to wear green contact lenses as his eyes are blue, and not green like Harry's, but the lenses gave Radcliffe extreme irritation. Upon consultation with Rowling, it was agreed that Harry could have blue eyes.[53]
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 Design and special effects




Judianna Makovsky[image: External link] designed the costumes. She re-designed the Quidditch robes, having initially planned to use those shown on the cover of the American book, but deemed them "a mess." Instead, she dressed the Quidditch players in "preppie sweaters, 19th century fencing breeches and arm guards."[54] Production designer Stuart Craig[image: External link] built the sets at Leavesden Studios, including Hogwarts Great Hall, basing it on many English cathedrals. Although originally asked to use an existing old street to film the Diagon Alley[image: External link] scenes, Craig decided to build his own set, comprising Tudor[image: External link], Georgian[image: External link] and Queen Anne[image: External link] architecture.[54]

Columbus originally planned to use both animatronics and CGI animation to create the magical creatures, including Fluffy.[6] Nick Dudman, who worked on Star Wars: Episode I – The Phantom Menace[image: External link], was given the task of creating the needed prosthetics, with Jim Henson's Creature Shop[image: External link] providing creature effects.[55] John Coppinger stated that the magical creatures that needed to be created had to be designed multiple times.[56] The film features nearly 600 special effects shots, involving numerous companies. Industrial Light & Magic[image: External link] created Lord Voldemort[image: External link]'s face on the back of Quirrell, Rhythm & Hues[image: External link] animated Norbert (Hagrid's baby dragon); and Sony Pictures Imageworks[image: External link] produced the Quidditch[image: External link] scenes. [11]
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 Music




Main article: Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone (soundtrack)[image: External link]


John Williams[image: External link] was selected to compose the score.[57] Williams composed the score at his homes in Los Angeles and Tanglewood[image: External link] before recording it in London in August 2001. One of the main themes is entitled "Hedwig's Theme"; Williams retained it for his finished score as "everyone seemed to like it".[58]
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 Differences from the book




Columbus repeatedly checked with Rowling to make sure he was getting minor details correct.[55] Kloves described the film as being "really faithful" to the book. He added dialogue, of which Rowling approved. One of the lines originally included had to be removed after Rowling told him that it would directly contradict an event in the then-unreleased fifth Harry Potter novel Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix[image: External link].[59]

Several minor characters have been removed from the film version, most prominent among them the spectral History of Magic teacher, Professor Binns[image: External link], and Peeves[image: External link] the poltergeist. The book's first chapter is from the viewpoint of Vernon and Petunia Dursley the day before they are given Harry to look after, highlighting how non-magical people react to magic. The film removes this, beginning with Professor Dumbledore, Professor McGonagall and Hagrid leaving Harry with the Dursleys (although McGonagall tells Dumbledore how she had been watching the Dursleys all day). Harry's less than pleasant times at Mrs. Figg's are cut from the film while the boa constrictor[image: External link] from Brazil in the zoo becomes a Burmese Python[image: External link] in the film. Some conflicts, such as Harry and Draco's encounter with each other in Madam Malkin's robe shop and midnight duel, are not in the film. Some of Nicolas Flamel[image: External link]'s role is changed or cut altogether. Norbert[image: External link] is mentioned to have been taken away by Dumbledore in the film; whilst the book sees Harry and Hermione have to take him by hand to Charlie Weasley[image: External link]'s friends. Rowling described the scene as "the one part of the book that she felt [could easily] be changed".[54] As such, the reason for the detention in the Forbidden Forest was changed: In the novel, Harry and Hermione are put in detention for being caught by Filch when leaving the Astronomy Tower after hours, Neville and Malfoy are given detention when caught in the corridor by Professor McGonagall. In the film, Harry, Hermione and Ron receive detention after Malfoy catches them in Hagrid's hut after hours (Malfoy however, is given detention for being out of bed after hours). Firenze[image: External link] the centaur[image: External link], who is described in the book as being palomino[image: External link] with light blonde[image: External link] hair, is shown to be dark in the film.[60] The Quidditch[image: External link] pitch is altered from a traditional stadium to an open field circled by spectator towers.[54]
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 Distribution
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 Marketing




The first teaser poster was released in December 2000.[61] The first teaser trailer was released via satellite on 2 March 2001 and debuted in cinemas with the release of See Spot Run[image: External link].[62] The soundtrack[image: External link] was released on 30 October 2001 in a CD format. A video game[image: External link] based on the film was released on 15 November 2001 by Electronic Arts[image: External link] for several consoles.[58] Another video game, for the GameCube[image: External link], PlayStation 2[image: External link], and Xbox[image: External link] was released in 2003.[63] Mattel[image: External link] won the rights to produce toys based on the film, to be sold exclusively through Warner Brothers' stores.[64] Hasbro[image: External link] also produced products, including confectionery items based on those from the series.[65] Warner Bros. signed a deal worth US$150 million with Coca-Cola[image: External link] to promote the film,[52] and Lego[image: External link] produced a series[image: External link] of sets based on buildings and scenes from the film, as well as a Lego Creator video game[image: External link].[66]
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 Home media




Warner Bros. first released the film on VHS[image: External link] and DVD[image: External link] on 11 February 2002 in the E3 UK[67] 11 May 2002 in the UK[67] and 28 May 2002 in the US. The VHS and DVD (The Special Edition) was re-released in May 7, 2004[68] An Ultimate Edition was later released exclusively in the US that included a Blu-ray[image: External link] and DVD. The release contains an extended version of the film, with many of the deleted scenes edited back in; additionally, the set includes the existing special features disc, Radcliffe's, Grint's, and Watson's first screen tests, a feature-length special Creating the World of Harry Potter Part 1: The Magic Begins, and a 48-page hardcover booklet.[69] The extended version has a running time of about 159 minutes, which has previously been shown during certain television airings.[70]
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 Reception
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 Box office




The film had its world premiere[image: External link] on 4 November 2001, in London's Leicester Square[image: External link], with the cinema arranged to resemble Hogwarts School.[71] The film was greatly received at the box office. In the United States, it made $32.3 million on its opening day, breaking the single day record previously held by Star Wars: Episode I – The Phantom Menace[image: External link]. On the second day of release, the film's gross increased to $33.5 million, breaking the record for biggest single day again. In total, it made $90.3 million during its first weekend, breaking the record for highest-opening weekend of all time that was previously held by The Lost World: Jurassic Park[image: External link].[72] It held the record until the following May when Spider-Man[image: External link] made $114.8 million in its opening weekend.[73] The film held onto the No. 1 spot at the box-office for three consecutive weekends.[74][75] The film also had the highest grossing 5-day (Wednesday-Sunday) Thanksgiving weekend record of $82.4 million, holding the title for twelve years until both The Hunger Games: Catching Fire[image: External link] and Frozen[image: External link] surpassed it with $110.1 million and $94 million respectively.[76] Similar results were achieved across the world. In the United Kingdom, Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone broke the record for the highest-opening weekend ever, both including and excluding previews, making £16.3 million with and £9.8 million without previews.[77] The film went on to make £66.1 million in the UK alone, making it the country's second highest-grossing film of all-time (after Titanic[image: External link]), until it was surpassed by Mamma Mia![image: External link].[78]

In total, the film earned $974.8 million at the worldwide box office, $317.6 million of that in the US and $657.2 million elsewhere,[2] which made it the second highest-grossing film in history at the time,[79] as well as the year's highest-grossing film.[80] As of 2015, it is the unadjusted twenty-sixth highest-grossing film of all-time and the second highest-grossing Harry Potter film to date[81] after Deathly Hallows - Part 2, which grossed more than $1 billion worldwide.[82] Box Office Mojo estimates that the film sold over 55.9 million tickets in the US.[83]
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 Critical response




Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone received positive reviews from critics. On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] the film has an approval rating of 80% based on 194 reviews, with an average rating of 7.1/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone adapts its source material faithfully while condensing the novel's overstuffed narrative into an involving -- and often downright exciting -- big-screen magical caper."[84] On Metacritic[image: External link] the film has a score of 64 out of 100, based on 36 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[85] On CinemaScore[image: External link], audiences gave the film an average grade of "A" on an A+ to F scale.[86]

Roger Ebert[image: External link] called Philosopher's Stone "a classic," giving the film four out of four stars, and particularly praising the Quidditch scenes' visual effects.[87] Praise was echoed by both The Telegraph and Empire[image: External link] reviewers, with Alan Morrison of the latter naming it the film's "stand-out sequence".[88][89] Brian Linder of IGN.com[image: External link] also gave the film a positive review, but concluded that it "isn't perfect, but for me it's a nice supplement to a book series that I love".[90] Although criticising the final half-hour, Jeanne Aufmuth of Palo Alto Online stated that the film would "enchant even the most cynical of moviegoers."[91] USA Today reviewer Claudia Puig gave the film three out of four stars, especially praising the set design and Robbie Coltrane's portrayal of Hagrid, but criticised John Williams[image: External link]' score and concluded "ultimately many of the book's readers may wish for a more magical incarnation."[92] The sets, design, cinematography, effects and principal cast were all given praise from Kirk Honeycutt of The Hollywood Reporter, although he deemed John Williams' score "a great clanging, banging music box that simply will not shut up."[93] Todd McCarthy of Variety[image: External link] compared the film positively with Gone with the Wind[image: External link] and put "The script is faithful, the actors are just right, the sets, costumes, makeup and effects match and sometimes exceed anything one could imagine."[94] Jonathan Foreman of the New York Post[image: External link] recalled that the film was "remarkably faithful," to its literary counterpart as well as a "consistently entertaining if overlong adaptation."[95]

Richard Corliss[image: External link] of Time magazine, considered the film a "by the numbers adaptation," criticising the pace and the "charisma-free" lead actors.[96] CNN's Paul Tatara found that Columbus and Kloves "are so careful to avoid offending anyone by excising a passage from the book, the so-called narrative is more like a jamboree inside Rowling's head."[97] Nathaniel Rogers of The Film Experience gave the film a negative review and wrote: "Harry Potter and the Sorceror's Stone is as bland as movies can get."[98] Ed Gonzalez of Slant Magazine[image: External link] wished that the film had been directed by Tim Burton[image: External link], finding the cinematography "bland and muggy," and the majority of the film a "solidly dull celebration of dribbling goo."[99] Elvis Mitchell[image: External link] of The New York Times was highly negative about the film, saying "[the film] is like a theme park that's a few years past its prime; the rides clatter and groan with metal fatigue every time they take a curve." He also said it suffered from "a lack of imagination" and wooden characters, adding, "The Sorting Hat has more personality than anything else in the movie."[100]
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 Accolades




The film received three Academy Award[image: External link] nominations: Best Art Direction, Best Costume Design, and Best Original Score for John Williams.[101] The film was also nominated for seven BAFTA Awards[image: External link]. These were Best British Film, Best Supporting Actor for Robbie Coltrane, as well as the awards for Best Costume Design, Production Design, Makeup and Hair, Sound and Visual Effects.[102] The film won a Saturn Award[image: External link] for its costumes,[103] and was nominated for eight more awards.[104] It won other awards from the Casting Society of America[image: External link] and the Costume Designers Guild[image: External link].[105][106] It was nominated for the AFI Film Award[image: External link] for its special effects,[107] and the Art Directors Guild Award[image: External link] for its production design.[108] It received the Broadcast Film Critics Award[image: External link] for Best Live Action Family Film and was nominated for Best Child Performance (for Daniel Radcliffe) and Best Composer (John Williams).[109] In 2005 the American Film Institute[image: External link] nominated the film for AFI's 100 Years of Film Scores[image: External link].[110]



	List of awards and nominations



	


	Award
	Category
	Recipient(s)
	Outcome
	Ref.



	74th Academy Awards[image: External link]
	Best Costume Design[image: External link]
	Judianna Mokovsky
	Nominated
	[101]



	Achievement in Art Direction[image: External link]
	Stuart Craig



	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	John Williams



	Amanda Awards[image: External link]
	Best Foreign Feature Film
	
	[111]



	American Film Institute Awards 2001[image: External link]
	Best Digital Effects Artist
	Robert Legato, Nick Davis, Roger Guyett
	[107]



	Art Directors Guild Award[image: External link]
	Excellence in Production Design for a Period or Fantasy Film
	Stuart Craig, John King, Neil Lamont, Andrew Ackland-Snow, Peter Francis, Michael Lamont, Simon Lamont, Steve Lawrence, Lucinda Thomson, Stephen Morahan, Dominic Masters, Gary Tomkins
	[108]



	Awards of the Japanese Academy[image: External link]
	Outstanding Foreign Language Film[image: External link]
	
	[112]



	Artios Award[image: External link]
	Feature Film – Comedy
	Jane Jenkins, Janet Hirshenson
	Won
	[105]



	Bogey Awards[image: External link]
	Bogey Award in Titanium
	
	[113]



	55th British Academy Film Awards[image: External link]
	Best British Film[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[102]



	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Robbie Coltrane



	Best Costume Design[image: External link]
	Judianna Makovsky[image: External link]



	Best Production Design[image: External link]
	Stuart Craig



	Best Makeup & Hair[image: External link]
	Nick Dudman, Eithne Fennel, Amanda Knight



	Best Sound[image: External link]
	



	Best Visual Effects[image: External link]



	Broadcast Film Critics Association[image: External link]
	Best Family Film (Live Action)
	Won
	[109]



	Best Child Performance
	Daniel Radcliffe
	Nominated



	Best Composer
	John Williams



	Broadcast Music Incorporated Film & TV Awards[image: External link]
	BMI Film Music Award
	Won
	[114]



	Costume Designers Guild Award[image: External link]
	Excellence in Fantasy Costume Design
	Judianna Makovsky
	[106]



	Eddie Awards[image: External link]
	Best Edited Feature Film – Dramatic
	Richard Francis-Bruce
	Nominated
	[115]



	Empire Awards
	Best Film
	
	[116]



	Best Debut
	Daniel Radcliffe, Rupert Grint, Emma Watson



	Evening Standard British Film Awards[image: External link]
	Technical Achievement Award
	Stuart Craig
	Won
	[117]



	Golden Reel Awards[image: External link]
	Best Sound Editing – Foreign Film
	Eddy Joseph, Martin Cantwell, Nick Lowe, Colin Ritchie, Peter Holt
	Nominated
	[118]



	45th Grammy Awards[image: External link]
	Best Score Soundtrack Album for a Motion Picture, Television or Other Visual Media[image: External link]
	John Williams
	[119]



	Hugo Awards[image: External link]
	Best Dramatic Presentation[image: External link]
	
	[120]



	2002 Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Movie[image: External link]
	[121]



	2002 MTV Movie Awards[image: External link]
	Breakthrough Male Performance
	Daniel Radcliffe
	[122]



	Phoenix Film Critics Society Awards
	Best Family Film
	
	Won
	[123]



	Best Newcomer
	Daniel Radcliffe
	Nominated



	Best Youth Performance
	Emma Watson



	Best Costume Design
	Judianna Makovsky



	Best Original Score
	John Williams



	Best Production Design
	Stuart Craig



	Best Visual Effects
	Robert Legato, Nick Davis, John Richardson, Roger Guyett



	13th Producers Guild of America Awards[image: External link]
	Producer of the Year Award in Theatrical Motion Pictures
	David Heyman
	[124]



	Satellite Awards[image: External link]
	Best Motion Picture, Animated or Mixed Media
	
	[125]



	Best Film Editing
	Richard Francis-Bruce



	Best Art Direction
	Stuard Craig



	Best Visual Effects
	Robert Legato, Nick Davis, Roger Guyett, John Richardson



	Outstanding New Talent Special Achievement Award
	Rupert Grint
	Won



	28th Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Fantasy Film
	
	Nominated
	[104]



	Best Director
	Chris Columbus



	Best Supporting Actor
	Robbie Coltrane



	Best Supporting Actress
	Maggie Smith



	Best Performance by a Younger Actor
	Daniel Radcliffe



	Best Performance by a Younger Actress
	Emma Watson



	Best Costumes
	Judianna Makovsky
	Won



	Best Make-Up
	Nick Dudman, Mark Coulier, John Lambert
	Nominated



	Best Special Effects
	Robert Legato, Nick Davis, Roger Guyett, John Richardson



	Sierra Awards
	Best Family Film
	
	Won
	[126]



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice Movie: Action/Drama[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[127]



	Choice Movie: Female Breakout Star
	Emma Watson



	Choice Movie: Male Breakout Star
	Daniel Radcliffe
	Won



	Young Artist Awards
	Best Family Feature Film – Drama
	
	Nominated
	[128]



	Best Performance in a Feature Film – Leading Young Actress
	Emma Watson (tied with Scarlett Johansson)
	Won



	Best Performance in a Feature Film – Supporting Young Actor
	Tom Felton
	Nominated



	Best Ensemble in a Feature Film
	



	Most Promising Young Newcomer
	Rupert Grint
	Won
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Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone






This article is about the book. For other uses, see Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone is the first novel in the Harry Potter[image: External link] series and J. K. Rowling's[image: External link] debut novel[image: External link], first published in 1997 by Bloomsbury[image: External link]. It was published in the United States as Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone by Scholastic Corporation[image: External link] in 1998. The plot follows Harry Potter, a young wizard[image: External link] who discovers his magical heritage as he makes close friends and a few enemies in his first year at the Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry[image: External link]. With the help of his friends, Harry faces an attempted comeback by the dark wizard Lord Voldemort[image: External link], who killed Harry's parents, but failed to kill Harry when he was just a year old.

The novel won most of the British book awards that were judged by children and other awards in the US. The book reached the top of the New York Times list of best-selling fiction in August 1999 and stayed near the top of that list for much of 1999 and 2000. It has been translated into at least sixty-seven other languages and has been made into a feature-length film of the same name, as have all six of its sequels.

Most reviews were very favourable, commenting on Rowling's imagination, humour, simple, direct style and clever plot construction, although a few complained that the final chapters seemed rushed. The writing has been compared to that of Jane Austen[image: External link], one of Rowling's favourite authors, Roald Dahl[image: External link], whose works dominated children's stories before the appearance of Harry Potter, and the Ancient Greek story-teller Homer[image: External link]. While some commentators thought the book looked backwards to Victorian and Edwardian boarding school[image: External link] stories, others thought it placed the genre firmly in the modern world by featuring contemporary ethical and social issues.

Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone, along with the rest of the Harry Potter series, has been attacked by several religious groups and banned in some countries because of accusations that the novels promote witchcraft[image: External link], but other religious commentators have written that the book exemplifies important viewpoints, including the power of self-sacrifice and the ways in which people's decisions shape their personalities. The series has been used as a source of object lessons[image: External link] in educational techniques[image: External link], sociological analysis[image: External link] and marketing.
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 Plot




The most evil and powerful dark wizard in history, Lord Voldemort[image: External link], murders James[image: External link] and Lily Potter[image: External link] but mysteriously disappears after failing to kill their infant son, Harry. While the wizarding world[image: External link] celebrates Voldemort's apparent downfall, Professor Dumbledore[image: External link], Professor McGonagall[image: External link] and half-giant Rubeus Hagrid place the one-year-old orphan in the care of his surly and cold Muggle[image: External link] uncle and aunt, Vernon and Petunia Dursley[image: External link] and their spoilt and bullying son, Dudley.

For ten years, living at number Four Privet Drive, Harry is treated by the Dursleys more like a servant than a member of the family and is forced to live in a cupboard under the stairs. Shortly before his eleventh birthday, a series of letters addressed to Harry arrive, but Uncle Vernon destroys them before Harry can read them, leading to an influx of more and more letters. To evade the pursuit of these letters, Vernon first takes the family to a hotel, but when the letters arrive there too, he hires a boat out to a hut on a small island.

It is Harry's eleventh birthday and at midnight, Hagrid bursts through the door to deliver the letter and to tell Harry what the Dursleys have kept from him: Harry is a wizard and has been accepted into Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry[image: External link], where Hagrid is groundskeeper and Dumbledore is Headmaster. Hagrid takes Harry to a hidden London street called Diagon Alley[image: External link], where he is surprised to discover how famous he is among the witches and wizards, who refer to him as "the boy who lived." He also finds that his parents' inheritance is waiting for him at Gringotts Wizarding Bank[image: External link]. Guided by Hagrid, he buys the equipment he will need for his first year at Hogwarts and as a birthday gift Harry receives a pet owl from Hagrid (which he names "Hedwig").

A month later, Harry leaves the Dursleys' home to catch the Hogwarts Express[image: External link] from King's Cross railway station[image: External link]. There he meets the Weasley family[image: External link], who show him how to pass through the magic wall to Platform 9¾[image: External link], where the train that will take them to Hogwarts is waiting. While on the train, Harry meets two fellow first years, Ron Weasley, who immediately becomes his friend, and Hermione Granger, with whom the ice is a bit slower to break. Harry also makes an enemy of yet another first-year, Draco Malfoy. Draco offers to advise Harry, but Harry dislikes Draco for his arrogance and prejudice and rejects his offer of "friendship".

At Hogwarts, the first-years are assigned by the magical Sorting Hat[image: External link] to houses[image: External link] that best suit their personalities. While Harry is being sorted, the Hat suggests that he be placed into Slytherin[image: External link] which is known to house potential dark witches and wizards, but when Harry objects, the Hat sends him to Gryffindor[image: External link]. Ron and Hermione are also sorted into Gryffindor. Draco is sorted into Slytherin, like his whole family before him.

Harry starts classes at Hogwarts School, with lessons including Transfiguration with Head of Gryffindor, Minerva McGonagall, Herbology with Head of Hufflepuff, Pomona Sprout, Charms with Head of Ravenclaw Filius Flitwick, and Defence Against the Dark Arts with Quirinus Quirrell. Harry's least favourite class is Potions, taught by Severus Snape[image: External link], the vindictive Head of Slytherin who seems to loathe Harry. Harry, Ron, and Hermione become far more interested by extracurricular matters within and outside of the school, particularly after they discover that a huge three-headed dog is standing guard over a trap door in a forbidden corridor. They also become suspicious of Snape's behaviour and become convinced that he is looking for ways to get past the trapdoor to whatever it's hiding.

Harry discovers an innate talent for flying on broomsticks and is appointed as Seeker on his House’s Quidditch team, a wizards' sport played in the air. His first game goes well until his broomstick wobbles in mid-air and almost throws him off. Ron and Hermione suspect foul play from Snape, whom they saw behaving oddly. For Christmas, Harry receives an invisibility cloak from an anonymous source and begins exploring the school at night and investigating the hidden object further. He discovers the Mirror of Erised (backwards for "desire"), in which the viewer sees his deepest desires becoming true.

Thanks to an indiscretion from Hagrid, Harry and his friends work out that the object kept at the school is a Philosopher's Stone[image: External link], made by an old friend of Dumbledore named Nicolas Flamel[image: External link], which grants its user immortality, as long as it's constantly used. Harry is also informed by a centaur he meets in the forest that a plot to steal the Philosopher’s Stone is being orchestrated by none other than Voldemort himself, who would use it to be restored to his body and come back to power. When Dumbledore is lured from Hogwarts under false pretences, Harry and his friends fear that the theft is imminent and descend through the trapdoor themselves.

They encounter a series of obstacles, each of which requires unique skills possessed by one of the three, and one of which requires Ron to sacrifice himself in a life-sized game of wizard's chess. In the final room, Harry, now alone, finds Quirrell, who admits that he had tried to kill Harry at his Quidditch match against Slytherin. He also admits that he let a troll into Hogwarts. Snape had been trying to protect Harry all along rather than to kill him, and his suspicious behaviour came from his own suspicions about Quirrell.

Quirrell is one of Voldemort's followers, and is now partly possessed[image: External link] by him: Voldemort's face has sprouted on the back of his own head, hidden by his turban. Voldemort needs Harry's help to get past the final obstacle: the Mirror of Erised. When stood in front of it, the Mirror recognises Harry's lack of greed for the Stone and surreptitiously deposits it in his pocket. Quirrell promptly tries to seize the Stone, but his flesh burns on contact with Harry, proving lethal for Quirrell. Harry passes out and awakens in the school hospital, where Dumbledore explains to him that he survived because his mother sacrificed her life to protect him, and this left a powerful protective charm on him. Voldemort left Quirrell to die and is likely to return by some other means. The Stone has now been destroyed. The school year ends at the final feast, during which Gryffindor wins the House Cup. Harry returns to the Dursleys' for the summer holiday but does not tell them that under-age wizards are forbidden to use magic outside of Hogwarts.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Main characters





	
Harry Potter is an orphan whom Rowling imagined as a "scrawny, black-haired, bespectacled boy who didn't know he was a wizard."[2] She developed the series' story and characters to explain how Harry came to be in this situation and how his life unfolded from there.[3] Apart from the first chapter, the events of this book take place just before and in the year following Harry's eleventh birthday. Voldemort's attack left a lightning bolt-shaped scar on Harry's forehead,[3] which produces stabbing pains whenever Voldemort is present. Harry has a natural talent for Quidditch[image: External link] and became the first person to get on a team in their first year.

	
Ron Weasley is Harry's age and Rowling describes him as the ultimate best friend, "always there when you need him."[4] He is freckled, red-haired and quite tall. He grew up in a fairly large pure-blood family as the sixth born of seven children. Although his family is quite poor, they still live comfortably and happily. His loyalty and bravery in the face of a game of Wizards Chess plays a vital part in finding the Philosopher's Stone.

	
Hermione Granger, the daughter of an all-Muggle family, is a bossy girl who has apparently memorised most of the textbooks before the start of term. Rowling described Hermione as a "very logical, upright and good" character[5] with "a lot of insecurity and a great fear of failure beneath her swottiness".[5] Despite her nagging efforts to keep Harry and Ron out of trouble, she becomes a close friend of the two boys after they save her from a troll, and her magical and analytical skills play an important role in finding the Philosopher's Stone. She has bushy brown hair and rather large front teeth.

	
Neville Longbottom[image: External link] is a plump, diffident boy, so forgetful that his grandmother gives him a Remembrall[image: External link], although he cannot remember why. Neville's magical abilities are weak and appeared just in time to save his life when he was eight. Despite his timidity, Neville will fight anyone after some encouragement or if he thinks it is right and important.

	
Rubeus Hagrid, a half-giant nearly 12 feet (3.7 m) tall, with tangled black hair and beard, was expelled from Hogwarts[image: External link] and his wand[image: External link] was snapped in half (resulting in him never to use a wand again), however Professor Dumbledore[image: External link] let him stay on as the school's gamekeeper[image: External link], a job which enables him to lavish affection and pet names[image: External link] on even the most dangerous of magical creatures. Hagrid is fiercely loyal to Dumbledore and quickly becomes a close friend of Harry, Ron and, later, Hermione, but his carelessness makes him unreliable.

	
Professor Dumbledore[image: External link], a tall, thin man who wears half-moon spectacles and has silver hair and a beard that tucks into his belt, is the headmaster of Hogwarts, and thought to be the only wizard Voldemort fears. Dumbledore, while renowned for his achievements in magic, he shrugs off praise, he is aware of his own brilliance. Rowling described him as the "epitome of goodness".[6]


	
Professor McGonagall[image: External link], a tall, severe-looking woman with black hair tied in a tight bun[image: External link], teaches Transfiguration[image: External link], and sometimes transforms herself into a cat. She is Deputy Headmistress, and Head of Gryffindor House and, according to the author, "under that gruff exterior" is "a bit of an old softy".[7]


	
Petunia Dursley[image: External link], the sister of Harry's mother Lily[image: External link], is a thin woman with a long neck that she uses for spying on the neighbours. She regards her magical sister as a freak and tries to pretend that she never existed.

	
Vernon Dursley[image: External link] is the husband of Petunia Dursley, is a heavily built man whose irascible bluster covers a narrow mind and a fear of anything unusual.

	
Dudley[image: External link] is an overweight, spoiled bully, and cousin of Harry Potter (who uses Harry as his punching bag).

	
Draco Malfoy is a slim, pale boy who speaks in a bored drawl[image: External link]. He is arrogant about his skill in Quidditch[image: External link], and despises anyone who is not a pure-blood wizard – and wizards who do not share his views. His parents had supported Voldemort, but changed sides after the dark wizard's disappearance, claiming they had been bewitched[image: External link]. Draco avoids direct confrontations, and tries to get Harry and his friends into trouble.

	
Oliver Wood[image: External link] is Harry's Quidditch captain for the Gryffindor Quidditch team. He plays as keeper.

	
Professor Quirrell[image: External link] is a twitching, stammering man who teaches Defence Against the Dark Arts[image: External link]. Reputedly he was a brilliant scholar, but his nerve was shattered by an encounter with vampires[image: External link]. Quirrell wears a turban to conceal the fact that he is voluntarily possessed by Voldemort, whose face appears on the back of Quirrell's head.

	
Professor Snape[image: External link], who has a hooked nose, sallow complexion and greasy black hair, teaches Potions[image: External link], but would prefer to teach Defence Against the Dark Arts. Snape praises pupils in Slytherin, his own House but seizes every opportunity to humiliate others, especially Harry. Several incidents, beginning with the shooting pain in Harry's scar during the start-of-term feast, lead Harry and his friends to think Snape is a follower of Voldemort.

	
Filch[image: External link], the school caretaker who knows the school's secret passages[image: External link] better than anyone else except, possibly, the Weasley twins. His cat, Mrs. Norris, aids his constant hunt for misbehaving pupils.



Other members of staff include the dumpy Herbology[image: External link] teacher and Head of Hufflepuff House Professor Sprout[image: External link], Professor Flitwick[image: External link], the tiny and excitable Charms[image: External link] teacher, and Head of Ravenclaw House, the soporific History of Magic[image: External link] teacher, Professor Binns[image: External link], a ghost who does not seem to have noticed his own death; and Madam Hooch[image: External link], the Quidditch coach, who is strict, but a considerate and methodical teacher. The poltergeist[image: External link] Peeves[image: External link] wanders around the castle causing trouble wherever he can.

In the book, Rowling introduces an eclectic cast of characters. The first character to be introduced is Vernon Dursley, Harry's uncle. Most of the actions centre on the eponymous hero Harry Potter, an orphan who escapes his miserable childhood with the Dursley family[image: External link]. Rowling imagined him as a "scrawny, black-haired, bespectacled boy who didn't know he was a wizard",[2] and says she transferred part of her pain about losing her mother to him.[8] During the book, Harry makes two close friends, Ronald Weasley and Hermione Granger. Ron is described by Rowling as the ultimate best friend, "always there when you need him".[4] Rowling has described Hermione as a "very logical, upright and good" character[5] with "a lot of insecurity and a great fear of failure beneath her swottiness".[5]

Rowling also imagined a supporting cast of adults. The headmaster of Hogwarts is the powerful, but kind wizard Albus Dumbledore[image: External link], who becomes Harry's confidant; Rowling described him as "epitome of goodness".[6] His right hand is severe Minerva McGonagall[image: External link], who according to the author "under that gruff exterior" is "a bit of an old softy",[7] the friendly half-giant Rubeus Hagrid, who saved Harry from the Dursley family, and the sinister Severus Snape.[9] Professor Quirrell is also featured in the novel.

The main antagonists are Draco Malfoy, an elitist, bullying classmate[10] and Lord Voldemort[image: External link], the most powerful evil wizard who becomes disembodied when he tries to kill baby Harry. According to a 1999 interview with Rowling, the character of Voldemort was created as a literary foil for Harry, and his backstory[image: External link] was intentionally not fleshed-out at first:


The basic idea... Harry, I saw Harry very very very clearly. Very vividly. And I knew he didn't know he was a wizard. [...] And so then I kind of worked backwards from that position to find out how that could be, that he wouldn't know what he was. [...] When he was one year old, the most evil wizard for hundreds and hundreds of years attempted to kill him. He killed Harry's parents, and then he tried to kill Harry—he tried to curse him. [...] And—so—but for some mysterious reason, the curse didn't work on Harry. So he's left with this lightning bolt shaped scar on his forehead and the curse rebounded upon the evil wizard, who has been in hiding ever since.[3]
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The book, which was Rowling's debut novel, was written between approximately June 1990 and some time in 1995. In 1990 Jo Rowling, as she preferred to be known,[a] wanted to move with her boyfriend to a flat in Manchester[image: External link] and in her words, "One weekend after flat hunting, I took the train back to London on my own and the idea for Harry Potter fell into my head... A scrawny, little, black-haired, bespectacled boy became more and more of a wizard to me... I began to write Philosopher's Stone that very evening. Although, the first couple of pages look nothing like the finished product."[8] Then Rowling's mother died and, to cope with her pain, Rowling transferred her own anguish to the orphan Harry.[8] Rowling spent six years working on Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone, and after it was accepted by Bloomsbury, she obtained a grant of £8,000 from the Scottish Arts Council[image: External link], which enabled her to plan the sequels.[14] She sent the book to an agent[image: External link] and a publisher, and then the second agent she approached spent a year trying to sell the book to publishers, most of whom thought it was too long at about 90,000 words. Barry Cunningham, who was building a portfolio of distinctive fantasies by new authors for Bloomsbury Children's Books[image: External link], recommended accepting the book,[15] and the eight-year-old daughter of Bloomsbury's chief executive said it was "so much better than anything else".[16]
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Bloomsbury accepted the book, paying Rowling a £2,500 advance[image: External link],[17] and Cunningham sent proof copies[image: External link] to carefully chosen authors, critics and booksellers in order to obtain comments that could be quoted when the book was launched.[15] He was less concerned about the book's length than about its author's name, since the title sounded like a boys' book to him, and he believed boys preferred books by male authors. Rowling therefore adopted the nom de plume[image: External link] J.K. Rowling[image: External link] just before publication.[15] In June 1997, Bloomsbury published Philosopher's Stone with an initial print-run of 500 copies in hardback, three hundred of which were distributed to libraries.[18] Her original name, "Joanne Rowling", can be found in small print on the copyright page of this first British edition. (The 1998 first American edition would remove reference to "Joanne" completely.)[19] The short initial print run was standard for first novels, and Cunningham hoped booksellers would read the book and recommend it to customers.[15] Examples from this initial print run have become quite valuable, selling for as much as US$33,460 in a 2007 Heritage[image: External link] Auction.[20]

Lindsey Fraser, who had supplied one of the blurb[image: External link] comments,[15] wrote what is thought to be the first published review, in The Scotsman[image: External link] on 28 June 1997. She described Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone as "a hugely entertaining thriller" and Rowling as "a first-rate writer for children".[15][21] Another early review, in The Herald[image: External link], said, "I have yet to find a child who can put it down." Newspapers outside Scotland started to notice the book, with glowing reviews in The Guardian[image: External link], The Sunday Times[image: External link] and The Mail on Sunday[image: External link], and in September 1997 Books for Keeps[image: External link], a magazine that specialised in children's books, gave the novel four stars out of five.[15] The Mail on Sunday[image: External link] rated it as "the most imaginative debut since Roald Dahl[image: External link]"; a view echoed by the Sunday Times[image: External link] ("comparisons to Dahl are, this time, justified"), while The Guardian[image: External link] called it "a richly textured novel given lift-off by an inventive wit" and The Scotsman[image: External link] said it had "all the makings of a classic".[15]

In 1997 the UK edition won a National Book Award[image: External link] and a gold medal in the 9 to 11 year-olds category of the Nestlé Smarties Book Prize[image: External link].[22] The Smarties award, which is voted for by children, made the book well-known within six months of publication, while most children's books have to wait for years.[15] The following year, Philosopher's Stone won almost all the other major British awards that were decided by children.[15][b] It was also shortlisted for children's books awards adjudicated by adults,[23] but did not win. Sandra Beckett comments that books which were popular with children were regarded as undemanding and as not of the highest literary standards – for example the literary establishment disdained the works of Roald Dahl[image: External link], an overwhelming favourite of children before the appearance of Rowling's books.[24] In 2003, the novel was listed at number 22 on the BBC's survey The Big Read[image: External link].[25]

Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone won two publishing industry awards given for sales rather than literary merit, the British Book Awards[image: External link] Children's Book of the Year and the Booksellers' Association / Bookseller Author of the Year.[15] By March 1999 UK editions had sold just over 300,000 copies,[26] and the story was still the UK's best-selling title in December 2001.[27] A Braille[image: External link] edition was published in May 1998 by the Scottish Braille Press.[28]

Platform 9¾[image: External link], from which the Hogwarts Express left London, was commemorated in the real-life King's Cross railway station[image: External link] with a sign and a trolley apparently passing through the wall.[29]
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	UK to American translation examples[31]




	UK
	American



	mum, mam
	mom



	sherbet lemon[image: External link]
	lemon drop[image: External link]



	motorbike
	motorcycle



	chips[image: External link]
	fries



	crisp
	chip



	jelly
	Jell-O[image: External link]



	jacket potato
	baked potato



	jumper
	sweater







Scholastic Corporation[image: External link] bought the U.S. rights at the Bologna Book Fair[image: External link] in April 1997 for US$105,000, an unusually high sum for a children's book.[15] They thought that a child would not want to read a book with the word "philosopher" in the title and,[32] after some discussion, the American edition was published in September 1998[33] under the title Rowling suggested, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone.[15] Rowling claimed that she regretted this change and would have fought it if she had been in a stronger position at the time.[11] Philip Nel[image: External link] has pointed out that the change lost the connection with alchemy[image: External link], and the meaning of some other terms changed in translation, for example from " crumpet[image: External link]" to " muffin[image: External link]". While Rowling accepted the change from both the British English "mum" and Seamus Finnigan's Irish variant "mam" to "mom" in Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone, she vetoed this change in the later books, which was then reversed in later editions of Philosopher's Stone. However, Nel considered that Scholastic's translations were considerably more sensitive than most of those imposed on British English books of the time, and that some other changes could be regarded as useful copyedits[image: External link].[30] Since the British editions of early titles in the series were published a few months earlier than the American versions, some American readers became familiar with the British English versions after buying them via the Internet.[34]

At first the most prestigious reviewers ignored the book, leaving it to book trade and library publications such as Kirkus Reviews[image: External link] and Booklist[image: External link], which examined it only by the entertainment-oriented criteria of children's fiction. However, more penetrating specialist reviews (such as one by Cooperative Children's Book Center Choices, which pointed out the complexity, depth and consistency of the world Rowling had built[image: External link]) attracted the attention of reviewers in major newspapers.[35] Although The Boston Globe[image: External link] and Michael Winerip in The New York Times complained that the final chapters were the weakest part of the book,[21][36] they and most other American reviewers gave glowing praise.[15][21] A year later the US edition was selected as an American Library Association Notable Book[image: External link], a Publishers Weekly[image: External link] Best Book of 1998, and a New York Public Library[image: External link] 1998 Best Book of the Year, and won Parenting Magazine[image: External link]'s Book of the Year Award for 1998,[22] the School Library Journal Best Book of the Year, and the American Library Association Best Book for Young Adults.[15]

In August 1999, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone topped the New York Times list of best-selling fiction,[37] and stayed near the top of the list for much of 1999 and 2000, until the New York Times split its list into children's and adult sections under pressure from other publishers who were eager to see their books given higher placings.[24][35] Publishers Weekly[image: External link]'s report in December 2001 on cumulative sales of children's fiction placed Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone 19th among hardbacks (over 5 million copies) and 7th among paperbacks (over 6.6 million copies).[38]

In May 2008, Scholastic announced the creation of a 10th Anniversary Edition of the book[39] that was released on 1 October 2008[40] to mark the tenth anniversary of the original American release.[39] For the fifteenth anniversary of the books, Scholastic re-released Sorcerer's Stone, along with the other six novels in the series, with new cover art by Kazu Kibuishi[image: External link] in 2013.[41][42][43]
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Main article: Harry Potter in translation[image: External link]


By mid-2008, official translations of the book had been published in 67 languages.[44][45] Bloomsbury have published translations in Latin[image: External link] and in Ancient Greek[image: External link],[46][47] and the latter was described as "one of the most important pieces of Ancient Greek prose written in many centuries".[48]
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See also: Harry Potter influences and analogues[image: External link]


Philip Nel[image: External link] highlighted the influence of Jane Austen[image: External link], whom Rowling has greatly admired since the age of twelve. Both novelists encourage re-reading, because details that look insignificant foreshadow important events or characters much later in the story-line – for example Sirius Black is briefly mentioned near the beginning of Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone, and then becomes a major character in the third to fifth books. Like Austen's heroines, Harry often has to re-examine his ideas near the ends of books. Some social behaviour in the Harry Potter books is remininiscent of Austen, for example the excited communal reading of letters. Both authors satirise[image: External link] social behaviour and give characters names that express their personalities. However in Nel's opinion Rowling's humour is more based on caricature[image: External link] and the names she invents are more like those found in Charles Dickens's[image: External link] stories,[21]:13–15 and Amanda Cockrell[image: External link] noted that many of these express their owners' traits through allusions[image: External link] that run from ancient Roman mythology to eighteenth-century German literature.[49] Rowling, like the Narnia[image: External link] series' author C.S. Lewis[image: External link], thinks there is no rigid distinction between stories for children and for adults. Nel also noted that, like many good writers for children, Rowling combines literary genres[image: External link]‍—‌ fantasy[image: External link], young adult fiction[image: External link], boarding school stories, Bildungsroman[image: External link] and many others.[21]:51–52

Some reviewers compared Philosopher's Stone to the stories of Roald Dahl[image: External link], who died in 1990. Many writers since the 1970s had been hailed as his successor, but none had attained anything near his popularity with children and, in a poll conducted shortly after the launch of Philosopher's Stone, seven of the ten most popular children's books were by Dahl, including the one in top place. The only other really popular children's author of the late 1990s was an American, R. L. Stine[image: External link]. Some of the story elements in Philosopher's Stone resembled parts of Dahl's stories; for example, the hero of James and the Giant Peach[image: External link] lost his parents and had to live with a pair of unpleasant aunts‍—‌one fat and one thin rather like Mr. and Mrs. Dursley, who treated Harry as a servant. However Harry Potter was a distinctive creation, able to take on the responsibilities of an adult while remaining a child inside.[15]

Librarian Nancy Knapp and marketing professor Stephen Brown noted the liveliness and detail of descriptions, especially of shop scenes such as Diagon Alley[image: External link].[22][50] Tad Brennan commented that Rowling's writing resembles that of Homer[image: External link]: "rapid, plain, and direct in expression."[48] Stephen King[image: External link] admired "the sort of playful details of which only British fantasists seem capable" and concluded that they worked because Rowling enjoys a quick giggle and then moves briskly forward.[51]

Nicholas Tucker[image: External link] described the early Harry Potter books as looking back to Victorian[image: External link] and Edwardian[image: External link] children's stories: Hogwarts[image: External link] was an old-style boarding school[image: External link] in which the teachers addressed pupils formally by their surnames and were most concerned with the reputations of the houses with which they were associated; characters' personalities were plainly shown by their appearances, starting with the Dursleys; evil or malicious characters were to be crushed rather than reformed, including Filch's[image: External link] cat Mrs Norris; and the hero, a mistreated orphan who found his true place in life, was charismatic and good at sports, but considerate and protective towards the weak.[52] Several other commentators have stated that the books present a highly stratified[image: External link] society including many social stereotypes[image: External link].[53] However Karin Westerman drew parallels with 1990s Britain: a class system that was breaking down but defended by those whose power and status it upheld; the multi-ethnic composition of Hogwarts' students; the racial tensions between the various intelligent species; and school bullying.[54]

Susan Hall wrote that there is no rule of law[image: External link] in the books, as the actions of Ministry of Magic[image: External link] officials are unconstrained by laws, accountability[image: External link] or any kind of legal challenge. This provides an opportunity for Voldemort[image: External link] to offer his own horrific version of order. As a side-effect Harry and Hermione, who were brought up in the highly regulated Muggle world, find solutions by thinking in ways unfamiliar to wizards. For example, Hermione notes that one obstacle to finding the Philosopher's Stone is a test of logic rather than magical power, and that most wizards have no chance of solving it.[55]

Nel suggested that the unflattering characterisation of the extremely conventional, status[image: External link]-conscious, materialistic Dursleys was Rowling's reaction to the family policies of the British government in the early 1990s, which treated the married heterosexual couple as the "preferred norm", while the author was a single mother[image: External link]. Harry's relationships with adult and juvenile wizards are based on affection and loyalty. This is reflected in his happiness whenever he is a temporary member of the Weasley family throughout the series, and in his treatment of first Rubeus Hagrid and later Remus Lupin[image: External link] and Sirius Black[image: External link] as father-figures.[21]:13–15, 47–48[49]
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The second book, Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets[image: External link], was originally published in the UK on 2 July 1998 and in the US on 2 June 1999.[56][57] Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban[image: External link] was then published a year later in the UK on 8 July 1999 and in the US on 8 September 1999.[56][57] Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire[image: External link] was published on 8 July 2000 at the same time by Bloomsbury[image: External link] and Scholastic[image: External link].[58] Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix[image: External link] is the longest book in the series at 766 pages in the UK version and 870 pages in the US version.[59] It was published worldwide in English on 21 June 2003.[60] Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince[image: External link] was published on 16 July 2005 and sold 11 million copies in the first 24 hours of its worldwide release.[61][62] The seventh and final novel, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows[image: External link], was published on 21 July 2007.[63] The book sold 11 million copies within 24 hours of its release: 2.7 million copies in the UK and 8.3 million in the US.[64]
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An illustrated version of Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone was released in October 2015, with illustrations by Jim Kay.[65][66] The book carries over 100 illustrations and will be followed by illustrated versions of all seven books from the series by the same artist.
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Main article: Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone (film)


In 1999, Rowling sold the film rights of the first four Harry Potter books to Warner Bros.[image: External link] for a reported £1 million ($1,982,900).[67] Rowling demanded that the principal cast be kept strictly British but allowed for the casting of Irish actors such as the late Richard Harris[image: External link] as Dumbledore and of foreign actors as characters of the same nationalities in later books.[68] After extensive casting[image: External link],[69] filming began in September 2000 at Leavesden Film Studios[image: External link] and in London, with production ending in July 2001.[70] Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone was released in London on 14 November 2001.[71][72] Reviewers' comments were positive, as reflected by an 80% Fresh rating on Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link][73] and by a score of 64% at Metacritic[image: External link], representing "generally favourable reviews".[74]
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Main article: Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone (video game)[image: External link]


Five unique video games by different developers were released between 2001 and 2003 by Electronic Arts[image: External link], loosely based on the film and book:



	Developer
	Release date
	Platform
	Genre
	GameRankings[image: External link]
	Metacritic[image: External link]
	Notes



	KnowWonder[image: External link]
	15 November 2001
	Microsoft Windows[image: External link]
	Adventure[image: External link]/ puzzle[image: External link]
	67.35%[75]
	65/100[76]
	 



	Argonaut[image: External link]
	PlayStation[image: External link]
	Action-adventure[image: External link]
	66.98%[77]
	64/100[78]
	 



	Griptonite[image: External link]
	Game Boy Color[image: External link]
	Role-playing game[image: External link]
	73%[79]
	N/A
	 



	Game Boy Advance[image: External link]
	Action puzzle[image: External link]
	68.37%[80]
	64/100[81]
	 



	Aspyr[image: External link]
	28 February 2002
	Mac OS X[image: External link]
	Adventure/puzzle
	N/A
	N/A
	Port of Windows version[82]



	Warthog[image: External link]
	9 December 2003
	GameCube[image: External link]
	Action-adventure
	63.31%[83]
	62/100[84]
	 



	PlayStation 2[image: External link]
	57.90%[85]
	56/100[86]
	 



	Xbox[image: External link]
	61.82%[87]
	59/100[88]
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Writers on education and business subjects have used the book as an object lesson[image: External link]. Writing about clinical teaching in medical schools, Jennifer Conn contrasted Snape's technical expertise with his intimidating behaviour towards students; on the other hand Quidditch coach Madam Hooch illustrated useful techniques in the teaching of physical skills, including breaking down complex actions into sequences of simple ones and helping students to avoid common errors.[89] Joyce Fields wrote that the books illustrate four of the five main topics in a typical first-year sociology class: "sociological concepts including culture, society, and socialisation[image: External link]; stratification and social inequality[image: External link]; social institutions[image: External link]; and social theory[image: External link]".[53]

Stephen Brown noted that the early Harry Potter books, especially Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone, were a runaway success despite inadequate and poorly organised marketing. Brown advised marketing executives to be less preoccupied with rigorous statistical analyses and the "analysis, planning, implementation, and control" model of management. Instead he recommended that they should treat the stories as "a marketing masterclass", full of enticing products and brand names.[50] For example, a real-world analogue of Bertie Bott's Every Flavour Beans[image: External link] was introduced under licence[image: External link] in 2000 by toymaker Hasbro[image: External link].[50][90]
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	Country
	Release date
	Edition

(Hardback/Paperback)
	Publisher
	Pages



	Canada
	1 December 1998[91][92]
	Hardback Children's Edition
	Raincoast[image: External link]
	223



	Paperback Adult Edition (Original)



	1 November 1999[93]
	Hardback Signature Special Edition



	31 August 2000[94]
	Paperback Children's Edition



	16 October 2002[95]
	Paperback Magic Edition



	4 October 2004[96]
	Hardback Adult Edition (Re-issue with new cover)
	336



	12 January 2011[97][98]
	Paperback Adult Edition (Re-issue with new cover)
	Bloomsbury[image: External link]
	223



	Paperback Harry Potter Signature Edition



	27 August 2013[99]
	Paperback Adult Edition (Re-issue with new cover)



	United Kingdom
	26 June 1997[100][101]
	Hardback Children's Edition



	Paperback Children's Edition



	11 September 1998[102]
	Paperback Adult Edition (Original)



	27 September 1999[103]
	Hardback Signature Special Edition



	8 October 2001[104]
	Paperback Special Edition



	10 July 2004[105]
	Hardback Adult Edition (Re-issue with new cover)
	336



	4 October 2004[106]
	Paperback Adult Edition (Re-issue with new cover)
	223



	1 November 2010[107]
	Paperback Harry Potter Signature Edition



	18 July 2013[108]
	Paperback Adult Edition (Re-issue with new cover)



	6 October 2015[109]
	Hardcover Illustrated Edition (Illustrated by Jim Kay)
	256



	United States
	1 September 1998[110]
	Hardback
	Arthur A. Levine[image: External link]/

Scholastic[image: External link]
	309



	8 September 1999[111]
	Paperback



	1 November 2000[112]
	Hardback Collector's Edition



	1 November 2001[113]
	Mass Market Paperback
	400



	September 2008[114]
	Paperback (Exclusive Scholastic School Market Edition)
	309



	1 October 2008[40]
	Hardback 10th Anniversary Edition



	27 August 2013[115]
	Paperback (Re-issue with new cover)
	336



	6 October 2015[116]
	Hardcover Illustrated Edition (Illustrated by Jim Kay)
	256
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^ J.K. Rowling was christened Joanne Rowling, without a middle name, and adopted the nom de plume[image: External link] J.K. Rowling for publication.[11] She says that she was always known as "Jo"[12] The book's copyright page gives her name as "Joanne Rowling".[13]


	
^ The Children's Book Award, The Young Telegraph Paperback of the Year Award, the Birmingham Cable Children's Book Award and the Sheffield Children's Book Award.
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David Heyman






Not to be confused with the Scottish actor and director David Hayman[image: External link].

David Jonathan Heyman (born 26 July 1961) is an English film producer and the founder of Heyday Films[image: External link]. In 1999, he secured the film rights to the Harry Potter film series and went on to produce all eight installments, becoming the most important member of the crew to be involved in all the films. In 2013, as the producer of Gravity[image: External link], he was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Picture[image: External link] and won a BAFTA Award for Best British Film[image: External link], his second collaboration with director Alfonso Cuarón after Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban.
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 Early life




Heyman was born in London. He is the son of John Heyman[image: External link], producer of films such as The Go-Between[image: External link] and Jesus[image: External link], and Norma Heyman[image: External link] ( née[image: External link] Parnell), an actress and Academy Award[image: External link]-nominated producer of Dangerous Liaisons[image: External link] and Mrs Henderson Presents[image: External link].[1][2][3] His paternal grandparents were German[image: External link] Jews[image: External link] who left Nazi Germany[image: External link] and emigrated to England prior to World War II[image: External link], while his mother's family was English[image: External link].[4] He went to Westminster School[image: External link] and, following graduation, he decided to study abroad. He earned a degree in Art History[image: External link] from Harvard University[image: External link] in the U.S. in 1983.
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 Career




Heyman got his start in the film industry as a production assistant on David Lean's[image: External link] A Passage to India[image: External link], and in 1986, Heyman became a creative executive at Warner Brothers[image: External link]. In the late '80s, he became vice president of United Artists[image: External link] and subsequently embarked on an independent producing career with his first film, Juice[image: External link], in 1992, followed by the cult "stoner" film The Stoned Age[image: External link] (1994) and others.

In 1997 Heyman returned to London and founded his own production company, Heyday Films[image: External link]. He has since produced a number of films including the popular Harry Potter film adaptations, beginning with 2001's Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone and ending with 2011's Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2. Other notable productions during this time include the 2007 blockbuster I Am Legend[image: External link] and the 2008 films The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas[image: External link], Is Anybody There?[image: External link], and Yes Man[image: External link].

After finishing work on the Harry Potter films, Heyman reunited with Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban director Alfonso Cuarón to produce the 2013 space thriller Gravity[image: External link] starring Sandra Bullock. The film grossed more than US$700 million worldwide and was nominated for 10 Academy Awards[image: External link] including Best Picture[image: External link]. He also produced the 2013 comedy We're the Millers[image: External link] and the 2014 family film Paddington[image: External link], for which he was nominated for the Alexander Korda Award for Best British Film[image: External link].

In 2013 it was announced that Heyman will produce the upcoming Warner Bros. film adaptation of J.K. Rowling[image: External link]'s Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them[image: External link], which will be released on 18 November 2016.[5][6] He is also set to produce Fables[image: External link], based on the comic book series.[7] He was announced as the producer of the fantasy film Queen of the Tearling[image: External link], starring Emma Watson and based on the book[image: External link] written by Erika Johansen.[8] Warner Bros.[image: External link] has acquired the film rights and will distribute the film.[9]

Heyman is also currently developing projects with Potter director David Yates[10] and has long been developing a film adaptation[image: External link] of Mark Haddon[image: External link]'s 2003 novel The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time[image: External link] with Potter screenwriter Steve Kloves[image: External link].
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 Personal life




Heyman lives in Pimlico, London[image: External link], and is married to interior designer Rose (Batstone) Uniacke. They have one son.[11][12]
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 Filmography






	Title
	Year
	Role



	Juice[image: External link]
	1992
	Producer



	Blind Justice[image: External link]
	1994
	Producer



	The Stöned Age[image: External link]
	Producer



	Ravenous[image: External link]
	1999
	Producer



	Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone
	2001
	Producer



	Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets
	2002
	Producer



	Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban
	2004
	Producer



	Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire
	2005
	Producer



	Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix
	2007
	Producer



	I Am Legend[image: External link]
	Producer



	The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas[image: External link]
	2008
	Producer



	Is Anybody There?[image: External link]
	Producer



	Yes Man[image: External link]
	Producer



	Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince[image: External link]
	2009
	Producer



	The Nephilim
	2010
	Post-production executive producer



	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows - Part 1[image: External link]
	Producer



	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows - Part 2[image: External link]
	2011
	Producer



	We're the Millers[image: External link]
	2013
	Executive producer



	Gravity[image: External link]
	Producer



	The Thirteenth Tale[image: External link]
	Producer



	Paddington[image: External link]
	2014
	Producer



	Testament of Youth[image: External link]
	Producer



	Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them[image: External link]
	2016
	Producer



	The Light Between Oceans[image: External link]
	Producer



	Paddington 2[image: External link]
	2017
	Producer[13][14]




	The History of Love[image: External link]
	TBA
	Producer



	Fables[image: External link]
	Producer



	The Queen of the Tearling[image: External link]
	Producer



	
ACME[image: External link][15]

	Producer



	Temple Run[image: External link]
	Producer



	Untitled Warriors[image: External link] film adaptation
	Producer[16]
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 Awards






	Year
	Title
	Award
	Category
	Result
	Notes



	2001
	Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone
	BAFTA Award[image: External link]
	Alexander Korda Award for Best British Film[image: External link]
	Nominated
	Shared with Chris Columbus



	Producers Guild of America Award[image: External link]
	Best Theatrical Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Nominated
	N/A



	2002
	BAFTA Children's Award[image: External link]
	Best Feature Film
	Nominated
	Shared with Chris Columbus and Steve Kloves[image: External link]



	2003
	Harry Potter
	ShoWest Convention, USA
	Producer of the Year
	Won
	First British producer to earn the accolade



	Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets
	BAFTA Children's Award[image: External link]
	Best Feature Film
	Nominated
	Shared with Chris Columbus and Steve Kloves[image: External link]



	2004
	Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban
	BAFTA Award[image: External link]
	Alexander Korda Award for Best British Film[image: External link]
	Nominated
	Shared with Alfonso Cuarón, Chris Columbus, and Mark Radcliffe



	BAFTA Children's Award[image: External link]
	Best Feature Film
	Won



	2006
	Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire
	Nominated
	Shared with Mike Newell and Steve Kloves[image: External link]



	2007
	Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix
	Nominated
	Shared with David Yates, David Barron[image: External link], and Michael Goldenberg[image: External link]



	2010
	Harry Potter
	BAFTA Award[image: External link]
	Outstanding British Contribution to Cinema Award[image: External link]
	Won
	Accepted by Heyman, J.K. Rowling[image: External link], David Barron[image: External link], Alfonso Cuarón, Mike Newell, David Yates, Rupert Grint, and Emma Watson



	2011
	Art Directors Guild Award[image: External link]
	Outstanding Contribution to Cinematic Imagery Award
	Won
	Shared with J.K. Rowling[image: External link], David Barron[image: External link], Chris Columbus, Alfonso Cuarón, Mike Newell, David Yates, Steve Kloves[image: External link], Michael Goldenberg[image: External link], Stuart Craig[image: External link], Stephenie McMillan[image: External link], and Neil Lamont



	CineEurope[image: External link]
	Producer of the Decade
	Won
	N/A



	ShoWest Convention, USA
	Hall of Fame Award
	Won
	N/A



	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows - Part 1[image: External link]
	BAFTA Children's Award[image: External link]
	Best Feature Film
	Nominated
	Shared with David Yates, David Barron[image: External link], J.K. Rowling[image: External link], and Steve Kloves[image: External link]



	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows - Part 2[image: External link]
	Won



	Page Eight[image: External link]
	BAFTA Television Award[image: External link]
	Best Single Drama
	Nominated
	Shared with David Hare[image: External link], Bill Nighy[image: External link], and David Barron[image: External link]



	2013
	Gravity[image: External link]
	Academy Award[image: External link]
	Best Picture[image: External link]
	Nominated
	Shared with Alfonso Cuarón



	AACTA International Award[image: External link]
	Best Film - International[image: External link]
	Won



	BAFTA Award[image: External link]
	Best Film[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Alexander Korda Award for Best British Film[image: External link]
	Won
	Shared with Alfonso Cuarón and Jonás Cuarón[image: External link]



	Golden Globe Award[image: External link]
	Best Motion Picture - Drama[image: External link]
	Nominated
	Shared with Alfonso Cuarón



	Producers Guild of America Award[image: External link]
	Best Theatrical Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Won (tied with 12 Years a Slave[image: External link])
	Shared with Alfonso Cuarón. First tie for Best Picture in PGA history.



	2014
	Paddington[image: External link]
	BAFTA Award[image: External link]
	Alexander Korda Award for Best British Film[image: External link]
	Nominated
	Shared with Paul King[image: External link]



	2016
	Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them[image: External link]
	BAFTA Award[image: External link]
	Outstanding British Film[image: External link]
	Nominated
	Shared with David Yates, J. K. Rowling[image: External link], Steve Kloves[image: External link], and Lionel Wigram[image: External link]
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Daniel Radcliffe






For the New Zealand entrepreneur, see Daniel Radcliffe (entrepreneur)[image: External link].

Daniel Jacob Radcliffe (born 23 July 1989)[1] is an English actor best known for his role as Harry Potter in the film series of the same name. He made his acting debut at 10 years of age in BBC One[image: External link]'s 1999 television film David Copperfield[image: External link], followed by his cinematic debut in 2001's The Tailor of Panama[image: External link]. At age 11, he was cast as Harry Potter in the first Harry Potter film, and starred in the series for 10 years until the release of the eighth and final film in 2011.

Radcliffe began to branch out to stage acting in 2007, starring in the London and New York productions of Equus[image: External link], and in the 2011 Broadway revival of the musical How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying[image: External link]. His recent films include the horror film[image: External link] The Woman in Black[image: External link] (2012), playing beat[image: External link] poet Allen Ginsberg[image: External link] in the independent film[image: External link] Kill Your Darlings[image: External link] (2013), science fiction[image: External link] fantasy[image: External link] Victor Frankenstein[image: External link] (2015) and comedy-drama[image: External link] Swiss Army Man[image: External link], heist[image: External link] thriller film[image: External link] Now You See Me 2[image: External link] and thriller Imperium[image: External link] (all 2016).

He has contributed to many charities, including Demelza Hospice Care for Children[image: External link], and The Trevor Project[image: External link] for suicide prevention among LGBTQ youth, which gave him its Hero Award in 2011.



TOP
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 Early life




Radcliffe was born in Queen Charlotte's Hospital[image: External link], Hammersmith[image: External link], London[image: External link], England.[2] He is the only child of Marcia Jeannine Gresham (née Jacobson) and Alan George Radcliffe. His mother is Jewish[image: External link] and was born in South Africa and raised in Westcliff-on-Sea[image: External link], Essex[image: External link].[3] His father was raised in Banbridge[image: External link], County Down[image: External link], Northern Ireland, in a "very working-class" Protestant[image: External link] family.[4][5] Radcliffe's maternal ancestors were Jewish immigrants from Poland and Russia.[6][7] Radcliffe's parents had both acted as children.[8][9] His father is a literary agent. His mother is a casting agent and was involved in several films for the BBC, including The Inspector Lynley Mysteries[image: External link] and Walk Away and I Stumble.[10]

Radcliffe first expressed a desire to act at the age of five,[11] and in December 1999, aged 10, he made his acting debut in BBC One[image: External link]'s televised two-part adaptation[image: External link] of the Charles Dickens[image: External link] novel David Copperfield[image: External link], portraying the title character[image: External link] as a young boy.[12] He was educated at two independent schools[image: External link] for boys:[13] Sussex House School[image: External link], a day school in Chelsea[image: External link]'s Cadogan Square[image: External link],[14] and the City of London School[image: External link], a day school on the North Bank of the River Thames[image: External link] in London's financial district (known as the City of London[image: External link]).[15] Attending school became difficult for Radcliffe after the release of the first Harry Potter film, with some fellow pupils becoming hostile, though he says it was people just trying to "have a crack at the kid that plays Harry Potter" rather than jealousy.[16]

As his acting career began to consume his schedule, Radcliffe continued his education through on-set tutors. He admitted he was not very good at school, considering it useless and finding the work "really difficult."[13] He achieved A grades in the three AS-level exams[image: External link] that he took in 2006, but decided to take a break from education and did not go to college or university.[17][18] Part of his reasoning was that he already knew he wanted to act and write, and that it would be difficult to have a normal college experience. "The paparazzi[image: External link], they'd love it," he told Details magazine[image: External link] in 2007. "If there were any parties going on, they'd be tipped off as to where they were."[16]
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 Career
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 Harry Potter




In 2000, producer David Heyman asked Radcliffe to audition for the role of Harry Potter for the film adaptation of Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone, the best-selling book by British author J. K. Rowling[image: External link].[19][20] Rowling had been searching for an unknown British actor to personify the character, and the movie's director Chris Columbus recalled thinking, "This is what I want. This is Harry Potter", after he saw a video of the young actor in David Copperfield[image: External link].[21] Eight months later, and after several auditions, Radcliffe was selected to play the part.[22] Rowling also endorsed the selection saying, "I don't think Chris Columbus could have found a better Harry."[23] Radcliffe's parents originally turned down the offer, as they had been told that it would involve six films shot in Los Angeles.[24] Warner Bros.[image: External link] instead offered Radcliffe a two-movie contract with shooting in the UK;[21] Radcliffe was unsure at the time if he would do any more than that.[25]

The release of Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone (released as Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone in the United States) took place in 2001. Radcliffe received a seven figure salary for the lead role, but asserted that the fee was "not that important" to him;[26] his parents chose to invest the money for him.[21] The film was highly popular and was met with positive reviews, and critics took notice of Radcliffe:[27] "Radcliffe is the embodiment of every reader's imagination. It is wonderful to see a young hero who is so scholarly looking and filled with curiosity and who connects with very real emotions, from solemn intelligence and the delight of discovery to deep family longing," wrote Bob Graham of the San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link].[28]

A year later Radcliffe starred in Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets, the second installment of the series. Reviewers were positive about the lead actors' performances but had polarised opinions on the movie as a whole. The 2004 release Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban was the third film in the series. Radcliffe's performance was panned by New York Times journalist A. O. Scott[image: External link], who wrote that Watson had to carry him with her performance.[29] Next was Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire in 2005. The film was the second-highest grossing Harry Potter film at that point,[30] and Radcliffe singled out the humour as being a reason for the movie's creative success.[31]

The future of the franchise was put into question when Radcliffe and his co-leads Emma Watson and Rupert Grint hesitated signing on to continue their roles for the final two episodes; however, by March 2007 Radcliffe had signed for the final films, which put an end to weeks of press "speculation that he would be denied the role due to his involvement in Equus[image: External link]", in which he had performed nude on stage.[32] Radcliffe reprised his role for the fourth time in Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix (2007). Radcliffe stated that director David Yates and actress Imelda Staunton[image: External link] made Order of the Phoenix the "most fun" film in the series to work on.[33] His performance earned several award nominations, and he received the 2008 National Movie Award for "Best Male Performance."[34] As his fame and the series continued, Radcliffe, Grint, and Watson left imprints of their hands, feet, and wands in front of Grauman's Chinese Theatre in Hollywood.[35] In July 2009 Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince[image: External link] was released, the series' sixth instalment. Radcliffe received nominations for "Best Male Performance" and "Global Superstar" at the 2010 MTV Movie Awards.[36]

For financial and scripting reasons the last book was divided into two films, shot back to back,[37][38] which drew criticism from the series' fanbase. Radcliffe defended the split, stating that it would have been impossible to properly adapt the final novel into a single film.[39] He added that the last movie was going to be extremely fast-paced with a lot of action, while the first part would be far more sedate, focusing on character development; he added that, had they combined them, those things would not have made it to the final cut.[40] Filming lasted for a year, concluding in June 2010 and on the last day of shooting, like most of the cast and crew, Radcliffe openly wept.[41]

The final film, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2, was released in July 2011. Radcliffe, along with the film,[27] was critically acclaimed: Ann Hornaday of The Washington Post asked, "Who could have predicted that Radcliffe, Grint and Watson would turn out to be good actors?";[42] similarly, Rex Reed[image: External link] said: "Frankly, I’m sorry to see [Radcliffe] go";[43] while Rolling Stone critic Peter Travers[image: External link] commented on Radcliffe: "Well played, sir."[44] Roger Ebert[image: External link] gave the film a highly positive review, but felt that Radcliffe, Grint and Watson were "upstaged by the supporting [actors]."[45]

Radcliffe admitted that some people would never be able to separate him from the character, but also said he is "proud to be associated with this film series forever."[46] Despite positive feelings about the movies, he has no interest in doing more Harry Potter films. After Rowling hinted about writing an eighth book, Radcliffe was asked if he would do another film to which he replied: "[It is] very doubtful. I think 10 years is a long time to spend with one character."[47] Despite devoting so much time to the series, Radcliffe has asserted that he did not miss out on a childhood like other child actors: "I’ve been given a much better perspective on life by doing Potter."[48]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2001–09




Radcliffe made his film debut in The Tailor of Panama[image: External link], an American 2001 film based on John le Carré[image: External link]'s 1996 spy novel[image: External link], and a moderate commercial success.[49] In 2002 he made his stage debut as a celebrity guest in a West End theatre production of The Play What I Wrote[image: External link], directed by Kenneth Branagh[image: External link] – who also appeared with him in the second Harry Potter film.[12][50] In 2007 he appeared in the film December Boys[image: External link], an Australian family drama about four orphans that was shot in 2005 and released to theatres in mid-September 2007.[51] Also in 2007, Radcliffe co-starred with Carey Mulligan[image: External link] in My Boy Jack[image: External link], a television drama film shown on ITV[image: External link] on Remembrance Day[image: External link]. The film received mostly positive reviews,[52] with several critics praising Radcliffe's performance as an 18-year-old who goes missing in action during a battle.[53][54][55] Radcliffe stated, "For many people my age, the First World War is just a topic in a history book. But I've always been fascinated by the subject and think it's as relevant today as it ever was."[56]

At age 17, in a bid to show people he was prepared for adult roles,[57] he performed onstage in Peter Shaffer[image: External link]'s play Equus[image: External link], which had not been revived since its first run in 1973, at the Gielgud Theatre[image: External link].[21] Radcliffe took on the lead role[50] as Alan Strang, a stable boy who has an obsession with horses. Advance sales topped £1.7 million, and the role generated significant pre-opening media interest, as Radcliffe appeared in a nude scene.[21][58] Equus opened on 27 February 2007 and ran until 9 June 2007.[50] Radcliffe's performance received positive reviews[59] as critics were impressed by the nuance and depth of his against-type[image: External link] role.[60] Charles Spencer of The Daily Telegraph wrote that he "displays a dramatic power and an electrifying stage presence that marks a tremendous leap forward." He added: "I never thought I would find the diminutive (but perfectly formed) Radcliffe a sinister figure, but as Alan Strang ... there are moments when he seems genuinely scary in his rage and confusion."[61] The production then transferred to Broadway in September 2008, with Radcliffe still in the lead role.[62][63] Radcliffe stated he was nervous about repeating the role on Broadway because he considered American audiences more discerning than those in London.[64] Radcliffe's performance was nominated for a Drama Desk Award[image: External link].[65]
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 2010–present




After voicing a character in an episode[image: External link] of the animated television series The Simpsons[image: External link] in late 2010,[66] Radcliffe debuted as J. Pierrepont Finch in the 2011 Broadway revival How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying[image: External link], a role previously held by Broadway veterans Robert Morse[image: External link] and Matthew Broderick.[67] Other cast members included John Larroquette[image: External link], Rose Hemingway[image: External link] and Mary Faber[image: External link].[68] Both the actor and production received favourable reviews,[69] with USA Today commenting: "Radcliffe ultimately succeeds not by overshadowing his fellow cast members, but by working in conscientious harmony with them – and having a blast in the process."[70] Radcliffe's performance in the show earned him Drama Desk Award, Drama League Award[image: External link] and Outer Critics Circle Award[image: External link] nominations.[71][72][73] The production itself later received nine Tony Award[image: External link] nominations.[74] Radcliffe left the show on 1 January 2012.[75]

His first post-Harry Potter project was the 2012 horror film The Woman in Black[image: External link], adapted from the 1983 novel[image: External link] by Susan Hill[image: External link]. The film was released on 3 February 2012 in the United States and Canada, and was released on 10 February in the UK. Radcliffe portrays a man sent to deal with the legal matters of a mysterious woman who has just died, and soon after he begins to experience strange events and hauntings from the ghost of a woman dressed in black.[76] He has said he was "incredibly excited" to be part of the film and described the script as "beautifully written".[77]

In 2013, he portrayed American poet Allen Ginsberg[image: External link] in the thriller[image: External link] drama Kill Your Darlings[image: External link], directed by John Krokidas[image: External link].[78][79] He also starred in an Irish-Canadian romantic comedy film The F Word[image: External link] directed by Michael Dowseand written by Elan Mastai, based on TJ Dawe and Michael Rinaldi's play Toothpaste and Cigars and then he starred in an American dark fantasy horror film directed by Alexandre Aja[image: External link] Horns[image: External link].[80][81][82][83] Both of the films premiered at the 38th Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link].[84][85]

Radcliffe also performed at the Noël Coward Theatre[image: External link] in the stage play revival of Martin McDonagh[image: External link]'s dark comedy The Cripple of Inishmaan[image: External link] as the lead, Billy Claven,[86] for which he won the WhatsOnStage Award for Best Actor in a Play.[87] In 2015, Radcliffe starred as Igor in a science fiction horror film Victor Frankenstein[image: External link] directed by Paul McGuigan[image: External link] and written by Max Landis[image: External link], which was based on contemporary adaptations of Mary Shelley's 1818 novel Frankenstein[image: External link].[88] He also starred as Sam House, one of the founder of Rockstar Games[image: External link], in the biographical drama film The Gamechangers[image: External link].[89]

In 2016, Radcliffe portrayed Manny, a talkative corpse, in the indie film Swiss Army Man[image: External link].[90] That same year, he also starred as Walter Mabry in the action adventure film Now You See Me 2[image: External link],[91] ironically playing a technological prodigy who resents magic.[92] He also starred off-Broadway at The Public Theater[image: External link] in a documentary theatre[image: External link] piece called Privacy, playing the role of The Writer.[93] He starred in the 2016 release Imperium[image: External link] playing Nate Foster, an idealistic FBI agent who goes undercover to take down a radical white supremacy group.[94]

Radcliffe portrayed a pilot smuggling drugs across borders in the independent action-thriller Beast of Burden.[95] He is set to star as American reporter Jake Adelstein[image: External link] in Tokyo Vice[image: External link].[96] In November 2015 he joined the ensemble cast of Shane Carruth[image: External link]'s third film, The Modern Ocean alongside Anne Hathaway[image: External link], Keanu Reeves, Tom Holland[image: External link], Chloë Grace Moretz[image: External link], Asa Butterfield[image: External link], Jeff Goldblum[image: External link] and Abraham Attah[image: External link].[97]
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 Personal life




In 2008, Radcliffe revealed that he has a mild form of the neurological disorder developmental coordination disorder[image: External link]. The motor skill disorder sometimes prevents him from doing simple activities, such as writing or tying his own shoelaces. "I was having a hard time at school, in terms of being crap at everything, with no discernible talent," Radcliffe commented.[98] In August 2010, he stopped drinking alcohol[image: External link] after finding himself becoming too reliant on it.[99]

In November 2007 Radcliffe published several poems under the pen name Jacob Gershon – a combination of his middle name and the Jewish version of his mother's maiden name Gresham – in Rubbish, an underground fashion magazine.[100][101] He has a close friendship with his Harry Potter co-stars Tom Felton[102] and Emma Watson,[103] and is tight-knit with his family, whom he credits for keeping him grounded.[104]

Sources disagree about Radcliffe's personal wealth; he was reported to have earned £1 million for the first Harry Potter film[26] and around £15 million for the sixth.[13] Radcliffe appeared on the Sunday Times Rich List in 2006[image: External link], which estimated his personal fortune to be £14 million, making him one of the richest young people in the UK.[105] In March 2009 he was ranked number one on the Forbes "Most Valuable Young Stars" list,[106] and by April The Daily Telegraph measured his net worth at £30m, making him the 12th richest young person in the UK.[107] Radcliffe was considered to be the richest teenager in England later that year.[13] In February 2010 he was named the sixth highest paid Hollywood male star[108] and placed at number five on Forbes's December list of Hollywood's highest-grossing actors[note 1] with a film revenue of US$780 million, mainly due to Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows being released that year.[109]

Radcliffe maintains a home in the West Village[image: External link] of Lower Manhattan[image: External link] in New York City.[110] As of October 2012, Radcliffe has been dating American[9] Erin Darke[image: External link], whom he met on the set of Kill Your Darlings[image: External link]. There were rumours and stories of a possible engagement in mid-2014, but Darke's father Ian Darke denied there were any such plans in December 2014.[111][112][113][114]
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 Religion




In a 2012 interview, Radcliffe stated: "There was never [religious] faith in the house. I think of myself as being Jewish and Irish, despite the fact that I'm English."[8] He has stated: "We were Christmas tree Jews",[115] and that he is "very proud of being Jewish".[100][116]

Radcliffe has also been quoted as saying: "I'm an atheist, and a militant atheist when religion starts impacting on legislation",[117] but in a separate interview, he stated, "I'm very relaxed about [being an atheist]. I don't preach my atheism, but I have a huge amount of respect for people like Richard Dawkins[image: External link] who do. Anything he does on television, I will watch".[118][119]
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 Views and activism




Radcliffe is a supporter of the Labour Party[image: External link].[120] Until 2012 Radcliffe had publicly supported the Liberal Democrats[image: External link],[121] and before the 2010 general election[image: External link] Radcliffe endorsed Nick Clegg[image: External link], the Lib Dem leader. In 2012, however, Radcliffe switched his allegiance to Labour, citing disappointment with the performance of Nick Clegg[image: External link] and the Lib Dems in government[image: External link], and approving of the Labour leader, Ed Miliband[image: External link].[120] In September 2015, he endorsed Jeremy Corbyn[image: External link] in the 2015 leadership contest[image: External link] to succeed Miliband.[122] He is a supporter of a British republic.[123] On 13 April 2006 his portrait, drawn by Stuart Pearson Wright[image: External link], was unveiled as part of a new exhibition opening at the Royal National Theatre[image: External link]; it was then moved to the National Portrait Gallery[image: External link],[124] making Radcliffe the youngest non-royal (he was sixteen at the time) ever to have an individual portrait at the NPG.

Speaking out against homophobia[image: External link], Radcliffe began filming public service announcements[image: External link] in 2009 for The Trevor Project[image: External link], promoting awareness of gay teen suicide prevention.[125][126] He first learned of the organisation while working on Equus on Broadway in 2008[126] and has contributed financially to it.[127] "I have always hated anybody who is not tolerant of gay men or lesbians or bisexuals. Now I am in the very fortunate position where I can actually help or do something about it," he said in a 2010 interview. In the same interview, he spoke of the importance of public figures advocating for equal rights.[126] Radcliffe considers his involvement to be one of the most important things in his career and,[125] for his work for the organisation, he was given the "Hero Award" in 2011.[125]

Radcliffe has supported various charities. He designed the Cu-Bed for Habitat's VIP Kids range (a cube made of eight smaller ones which can be made into a bed, chaise-longue or chair)[128] with all the royalties from the sale of the bed going directly to his favourite charity, Demelza House Children's Hospice in Sittingbourne[image: External link], Kent.[129] Radcliffe has urged his fans to make donations, in lieu of Christmas presents to him, to the charity's Candle for Care program. In 2008 he was among several celebrities who donated their old glasses[image: External link] to an exhibit honouring victims of the Holocaust[image: External link].[130] During the Broadway run of Equus he auctioned off a pair of jeans and other items worn in the show, for New-York-based Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS[image: External link].[131] and presenting at the 2011 Gypsy of the Year competition.[132] He has also donated money to Get Connected UK[image: External link], a London-based free confidential national helpline[image: External link] for troubled youth.[133]
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 Filmography




Main article: Daniel Radcliffe on screen and stage[image: External link]
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 Awards and nominations




Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Daniel Radcliffe[image: External link]
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 See also





	List of Harry Potter cast members[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ This refers to the amount of money taken by films in which they have appeared, not their personal income.
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