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Dodon, March 12th, 1845.



Dear Sir,—A short time before the October election, I heard
some one say that it was your intention to devote much of your time,
should you be elected to the House of Delegates, to the subject of the
black population of our State, and to promote, if possible, measures
for their gradual emancipation. It gave me, a slaveholder and citizen
of Maryland, infinite pleasure to hear it; and it was with the deepest
regret I learned soon after that you were not returned to the house.
If I have been correctly informed, I beg leave to say I honor you for
your sentiment, and I hope you will not allow so good a resolution to
die, but will kindle it anew, and seek some other equally practical
means of bringing this subject fully and fairly before the public. It
is one that has long occupied much of my thoughts, and I have watched
anxiously for some one to show his hand in this cause. At this moment
my attention has been more distinctly called to it, by the manly,
high-minded letter of Mr. C. M. Clay, addressed to the people of
Kentucky. There is not a sentiment or a political principle expressed
by him to his fellow citizens that does not with equal force apply to
our noble little State, and every prediction applies to us as
forcibly as it does to them. The time has come, there can be no doubt
of it, to take the needful steps; slaveholders themselves are anxious
for it, and will not be displeased to see the subject fairly
taken into consideration. I have been a planter for five years, and
have had an opportunity of discussing these points with slaveholders
of all parties, and I do not remember a single instance in which
objection was made to the principle of emancipation; some difference,
it is true, exists as to the manner and time, but none as to the
necessity. Heretofore this whole subject has been wrapt in a mystery,
as imposing as the secrets of Free Masonry, and no one, not a member
of the order of slaveholders, has been allowed to open his mouth and
say any thing about it; it is a dangerous question—it is an exciting
subject—it is a matter that belongs to slaveholders themselves—have
been the usual and repeated injunctions laid upon all who honestly and
humanely have desired to inquire into the merits and demerits of this
cause. Is this as it should be? Is it the course that should be pursued
by an educated people, who have at command the means to defend the
truth and expose error? Certainly not. If our State is laboring under
an evil, let the cause and nature of the malady be investigated, and
then let us apply the remedy. If, on the contrary, none can be shown
to exist, at least agitation will receive a check that will
be grateful to all lovers of peace and order. Firmly convinced that
such a course will be displeasing to but few, and that it may promote
the general welfare of Maryland, I beg leave to propose to you the
establishment of a paper devoted to the cause of Emancipation in our
State, on the principles of policy, humanity, and self-interest. I know
no one to whom so delicate a subject could be so safely confided as
yourself. Your popularity as an editor, your established character for
sound doctrine and moderation, are all guarantees for the judicious and
successful conduct of such an undertaking, and, for my own part, I have
not the least doubt of its ultimate success. It would be idle in me
to suggest to you any particulars on this subject; I doubt not it has
passed through your brain long since, and received a due share of your
consideration. I shall therefore conclude, by begging you to excuse
the liberty I have taken in addressing you on so slight a personal
acquaintance, and by hoping, if I am premature in what I have said,
that you will impute it solely to the strong feelings I entertain upon
this interesting matter.


With great respect, I remain

Your obedient servant,

R. S. Stewart.

John L. Carey, Esq., Baltimore.
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Baltimore, March 17, 1845.


Dear Sir,—Your letter, which reached me this morning, relates
to a subject which has, indeed, been much in my mind. Some months ago
I began to put on paper a few thoughts concerning it, in the hope that
a speedy restoration of our State’s financial affairs would leave
the way clear for a fair consideration of Slavery as it exists in
Maryland. Your letter seems to come as an intimation that the time for
considering that matter is already at hand—as such I receive it. I
will write out what I designed, and send it to you. In doing this the
occasion may be taken to refer to some suggestions in your letter,
which in the meantime will remain in my thoughts. Your favorable
regards I appreciate highly, and thank you for the kind expression of
them.

Very truly, dear sir,

Your obedient servant,

Jno. L. Carey.

Dr. R. S. Stewart,

Of Dodon, Anne Arundel County.
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I propose to treat of Slavery in the State of Maryland, believing
that a fair inquiry into that subject at the present time may lead
to good results. The institution itself has existed long enough in
this community, and has produced consequences sufficiently marked and
decisive to enable an impartial observer to form a definite opinion
of its nature and tendencies. I believe that such an opinion has been
formed by the general mind of the commonwealth.

Before we proceed to the particular matter in hand, it may be proper
to have an understanding upon some preliminaries. There is so much
sensitiveness with regard to Slavery; so much irritated feeling; it
has been and is the cause of so much ill-judged agitation, giving rise
to unhappy manifestations of moral and political fanaticism,—that
one needs to move very cautiously in touching upon the topic at all,
lest he do more harm than good by meddling with it. But, for my own
part, as I have no design to minister to excitement, nor to deal with
the subject as an advocate of extreme opinions, it shall be my care
to regard the question as one requiring to be practically considered
by those whom it most concerns, and to express as clearly as possible
what it is in my mind now to say about it. Not to be misunderstood is
a thing to be greatly desired by those who would treat justly such a
question as this—or indeed any serious question; but then, indeed,
one ought to have something to say worth the trouble of understanding.
Let us now hasten to get through the preliminaries.

I. Of Slavery itself as a Social Relation.
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If Slavery be regarded as the subjection of one man, by force, to the
will of another, all other considerations being left out of view, it
must appear to be the most cruel outrage to which humanity is liable.

But the control of one man over another, of some men over other men, of
individuals over masses, may exist without implying outrage or wrong.

It is as a representative that man exercises power—as the
representative of truths, principles, sentiments. Thus the officials of
a government, few in number, representing order and justice, personify
the sovereignty of the realm, and rule over millions.

The will and the understanding constitute the man; the strength and
purity of the one, the capacity of the other, form the measure of his
just influence. Sometimes it may happen, when there is need that a
nation should have the energy of action and singleness of purpose of
an individual mind, that a man shall arise capable of embodying in
himself the intellect and the will of the nation, which he will then
control with despotic sway. Such was Napoleon in the earlier period of
his career, who with some show of truth could have adopted the saying
of one of his predecessors on the throne of France, “l’état c’est
moi.”

Slavery, if it implies the degradation of an equal, or the subjugation
by brute force of a superior—what is it but a shocking atrocity, most
monstrous to think of! When we read of the enslaving of Christians,
refined and intelligent persons, by the corsairs of Algiers, as used in
former times to happen, the mind revolts at such violations of right
and justice.

It is usual, when one speaks of Slavery, to imagine himself in
the condition of servitude, and thence to form his conceptions of
the injustice of that relation, and to express his indignation
accordingly. But this is to take a very partial view of the matter.

Freedom, in its usual acceptation, means the absence of external
control. But there must be a power to control some where. If it be not
in the will and understanding of the man himself, it must be in the
will and understanding of some one else; if not in one or the other,
after some fashion, then society perishes. In other words, men or
nations who can not govern themselves must be governed.

A perverted will or an imbecile understanding, at certain stages, works
the forfeit of freedom in the freest communities on earth. Prisons
and penitentiaries are for the one; lunatic asylums for the other.
Children, wanting the power of self-direction, are kept under control
for a period more than half as long as the average duration of human
life.

With regard to servitude, there are various degrees of it. In some
parts of Europe serfdom exists, with its usages more or less
restrictive. In all the kingdoms of Europe there are subordinations
of ranks, by which some classes are constituted superior and others
are kept in subjection. There is but one principle running through
all these gradations. Control on the one hand; obedience on the
other; these are the correlatives. In whatever forms, modes, customs,
institutions or laws, these relations may be reduced to actual
operation; whether the terms to denote them be king and subject, lord
and vassal, upper classes and lower classes, or master and slave, the
ideas of command and subjugation, in some form or other, are still
presented.

The question then is of more or less freedom. For if
Freedom be used to denote a positive definite thing, or, in the
slang of metaphysics, an abstract right, where is the standard
to be fixed to measure it by? Shall we look to England, and take the
half starved operative as the type of this impalpable entity—the half
starved operative, with freedom only to choose whether he shall be a
drudge or a pauper, and often saved the trouble of deciding by finding
himself both? The English operative! part and parcel of the machinery
which fills the markets of the world with British manufactures—a
working anatomy of bone and muscle, animated by a vital principle
instead of steam, and thereby differing from the other works and
running gear of the mills!
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