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In "The Magic of Spain," Aubrey F. G. Bell invites readers on a captivating journey through the diverse landscapes and rich cultural heritage of Spain. Through a blend of lyrical prose and vivid descriptions, Bell eloquently captures the essence of Spanish life, addressing its history, art, and the indelible spirit of the people. His literary style exhibits a keen observational prowess, situating the narrative within the broader context of early 20th-century European travel literature, where exploration and romanticism intertwined. This work not only enthralls the senses but also acts as a cultural commentary, inviting a deeper understanding of Spain's multifaceted identity. Aubrey F. G. Bell, a prominent scholar and distinguished writer, was deeply absorbed in studying the intricacies of Spanish culture and its historical significance. His experiences living in Spain and his academic pursuits in literature and art undoubtedly influenced his perspective, enabling him to weave personal anecdotes with scholarly insights. Bell's dual role as a traveler and historian provides a unique lens through which he examines Spain, ultimately enriching readers'Äô appreciation of the country. "The Magic of Spain" is a must-read for those who yearn to explore the enchanting beauty and complexity of Spain. Whether you are a seasoned traveler or an armchair adventurer, Bell's vivid storytelling and insightful observations will transport you to a land steeped in passion and cultural richness, making this volume an invaluable addition to the library of anyone intrigued by the magic of this captivating nation.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


The History of Moors in Spain



Lane-Poole, Stanley

8596547814320

169

Buy now and read (Advertising)

In "The History of Moors in Spain," Stanley Lane-Poole presents a meticulously researched narrative that illuminates the rich cultural and historical tapestry woven by the Moors in the Iberian Peninsula. With a blend of scholarly rigor and engaging prose, Lane-Poole delves into the intricacies of Islamic influence from the 8th to the 15th centuries, exploring the multifaceted contributions of the Moors to architecture, science, and philosophy. The book adeptly contextualizes this era within the broader framework of medieval history, demonstrating how the coexistence of diverse cultures created a unique environment of intellectual and artistic flourishing. Stanley Lane-Poole, a prominent British historian and archaeologist of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, was deeply interested in the intersection of cultures and civilizations. His scholarly background in Arabic studies and his extensive travels through Spain and North Africa imbued him with a profound appreciation for the Moorish heritage. This personal journey is reflected in his writing, as he strives to offer a balanced perspective that counters simplistic narratives about the Islamic presence in Europe. For readers intrigued by the complexities of cultural exchange and historical narratives, "The History of Moors in Spain" is an indispensable text. Lane-Poole's erudition invites modern audiences to engage with the intricate legacy of the Moors, fostering a deeper understanding of their enduring impact on Spanish identity and European history. This book is essential for historians, students, and anyone seeking to comprehend the profound influences that have shaped contemporary culture.
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Excellent Women, a seminal work in the canon of 20th-century British literature, artfully intertwines elements of social commentary and character study within its narrative. Set in the post-World War II era, the novel delves into the lives of women navigating a patriarchal society, exploring themes of independence, societal expectation, and personal identity. Written in a sharp, observational style characteristic of its literary context, the book juxtaposes the mundane with the profound, often using wit and irony to critique the status quo. The protagonist, Millicent, embodies the tensions of 'excellent women''Äîthose who excel in their roles yet grapple with their own desires for fulfillment beyond domestic spheres. Authored by Barbara Pym, a notable figure in English literature, Excellent Women reflects her own experiences and observations as a single woman in a male-dominated literary world. Pym'Äôs keen insights were shaped by her extensive academic background, particularly her studies in anthropology, which equipped her with a profound understanding of human relationships. Throughout her life, Pym drew inspiration from her encounters with various social circles, infusing her narrative with authenticity and depth. This novel is highly recommended for those seeking to explore the complexities of gender roles and societal standards in mid-20th century Britain. Pym'Äôs deft characterizations and subtle humor invite readers to reflect on the nuances of everyday life, making Excellent Women a compelling read for scholars and casual readers alike.
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In "A Writer's Diary," Virginia Woolf presents a rich tapestry of her reflections on the writing process, weaving together personal insights and literary musings that illuminate the struggles and joys of the creative endeavor. Written with her characteristic stream-of-consciousness style, this collection showcases Woolf's profound understanding of the artistic psyche and the intricacies of literary craftsmanship. Set against the backdrop of early 20th-century modernism, the diary entries reveal Woolf's engagement with contemporary thought, as she grapples with themes of identity, gender, and the complexities of narrative form. Virginia Woolf, a central figure in modernist literature, was not only an accomplished novelist but also a keen observer of her own creative journey. The diary entries span a period of significant literary evolution, offering readers a glimpse into the mind of a writer who sought to challenge societal norms and elevate the voice of women in literature. Her own struggles with mental health and the constraints of her time shaped her perspectives, providing depth to her reflections on both the art of writing and its implications for personal and societal truth. "A Writer's Diary" is an essential read for anyone interested in the mechanics of writing and the inner workings of a literary genius. Woolf'Äôs poignant observations resonate with both aspiring writers and seasoned professionals, making this work a timeless exploration of creativity that encourages readers to ponder their own artistic journeys. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - The Author Biography highlights personal milestones and literary influences that shape the entire body of writing. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
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The "BEATRIX POTTER Ultimate Collection" is a comprehensive anthology that presents twenty-two enchanting children'Äôs stories, each illustrated with Potter'Äôs intricate, original artwork. This collection showcases her whimsical narratives, filled with a blend of anthropomorphic animal characters and pastoral settings, reflecting the early 20th-century British countryside. Potter's literary style combines a simple yet engaging prose, making her tales accessible while also rich in moral lessons and life reflections. The stories, deeply rooted in natural history and ecological awareness, provide both entertainment and education, making them timeless classics in children's literature. Beatrix Potter, an esteemed author and illustrator, was born in 1866 into a well-to-do family in Victorian England. Her upbringing in the Lake District inspired her love for nature, which profoundly influenced her storytelling. A naturalist and an early advocate for conservation, Potter'Äôs experiences with animals and her keen observations of their behaviors are beautifully woven into her narratives. Her unique background and artistic inclinations allowed her to craft stories that resonate with both the innocent curiosity of childhood and broader environmental themes. This collection is highly recommended for readers of all ages who wish to immerse themselves in a world of imagination and nature. The exquisite illustrations and delightful tales serve as both a nostalgic reminder of childhood and an invaluable resource for parents seeking to cultivate a love of reading in their children. Potter'Äôs stories are not merely entertainments; they are an invitation to experience the beauty of the natural world, making this ultimate collection a must-have addition to any library.
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My Dear Boys:

It is some time since I wrote for you the previous
stories about Larry Dexter, and how the
young reporter made his successful search for the
millionaire. Now I have the privilege of once
more relating to you some of his doings.

You know that a reporter’s life is full of surprises.
One day he may be at a ball game, and the
next he may be sent to “cover” a war in China, or
to get a story of the work on the Panama Canal.

It was this way with Larry Dexter. One morning
he came to the office, after having had some
trouble in the subway with a young man, to find
his city editor waiting for him with an assignment
to solve a million-dollar bank robbery.

Needless to say, Larry at once “got busy.” He
managed to get the story of the big theft, and
then he went on the trail of the man he thought
had the money. How he traced him, how he
worked up the various clews, his troubles, his disappointments,
and the big surprise that awaited
him—all this you will find told of in this book.

I hope you will like the story as well as you
have the other ones I have written for you, and I
trust that you will be glad to hear more of Larry
Dexter in another book to follow this one.

Yours very truly,

Raymond Sperry.


LARRY DEXTER AND THE

BANK MYSTERY

CHAPTER I

A BIG ROBBERY
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“One side there! Get out the way! Do you
want to block up the whole entrance? I’m in a
hurry!”

“I beg your pardon,” began Larry Dexter, “I
didn’t mean to——”

He had no time to finish the sentence, for the
man who had thus rudely spoken brushed against
Larry, almost hurling him from his feet, and now
fairly ran down the steps leading to the subway
station.

“Say, if I’d have known he was going to act
that way about it, I’d never have started to ask
his pardon,” murmured the young reporter, as he
rubbed his shoulder, which had hit against the side
wall with considerable force.

“He sure was in a hurry, Mr. Dexter,” observed
the newsboy, who had a small stand at the
subway entrance. “Any one would think there
was only one train downtown this morning, and
if he missed that he couldn’t get another.”

“That’s right, Jim,” agreed Larry, as he tossed
a coin to the boy of whom, every morning, he purchased
several papers, that he might look them
over on his trip downtown. For Larry was fast
becoming known as the “star” reporter on the
New York Leader, an afternoon journal. And,
as he had to begin his duties in the morning, he
always liked to see what the news of the day was
likely to be, by scanning some rival sheets.

“Some folks want more than their share, anyhow,”
went on the newsboy. “I see lots of ’em
here. Say, but that was a big fire last night, Mr.
Dexter. It ain’t out yet.”

“So I see,” remarked the young reporter, for
he and Jim had grown to be quite friendly during
the year or more that Larry had been buying
papers at this stand. “I expect we’ll have to get
a story on it ourselves. There may be some new
ends to cover. Well, I guess I’ve given that fellow
who was in a hurry plenty of time to get a train
ahead of me. I don’t want to meet him again,”
and with that, nodding a friendly good-bye to the
newsboy, Larry started down the subway steps.

He was wondering what sort of an assignment
might be given him to “cover,” or work on, that
day, as he bought his ticket and dropped it into
the chopper’s box. As he strolled out on the
platform, built under the sidewalk, and along
which the subway express would soon rumble,
Larry looked up and down the long stretch of
underground pavement.

“Guess I missed the express,” he mused. “It
was that fellow’s fault, too.”

He glanced over the headings of the several
papers he had purchased, and noted that a story
he had written the day before for his own publication,
had been used in a number of the rival
sheets. This is always a gratification to a reporter.

“Guess they found I hadn’t missed much on
that yarn,” said Larry to himself. “I was up
against some hard work, too. Pshaw, I wish I
hadn’t missed that express. I’ll be late if I wait
for the next one, and if I take a local, that stops
at all the stations, I’ll be worse off than ever. I’d
like to see that fellow, and give him a bit of my
mind. If he hadn’t been in such a hurry to get
past me, we could have both made the express.”

Almost as Larry formed this thought he looked
down the platform again, and, to his surprise,
he saw the same young man step from behind a
big iron pillar. He was eagerly looking over a
paper, and did not seem to notice our hero.

“Humph!” mused Larry. “He didn’t get the
express, after all. He had his trouble for his pains.
I’m glad of it. He’s a regular bully, I guess,”
and the young reporter looked closely at the individual
who had caused the trouble. True, Larry
might have been a bit at fault himself, for he had
stood in the subway entrance as he was buying his
papers, though, as he thought of it afterward, he
knew there was plenty of room for the bully to
have passed.

The fellow on whom Larry’s eyes were fixed
was about the young reporter’s own age. He was
well dressed, but there was a nervous, hurried
manner in all his movements, and two or three
times he looked up from the paper he held, glancing
about the platform, as though he feared he
might see some one whom he did not want to encounter.

All at once his eyes fell upon Larry, and he
started visibly. Then he stepped back behind the
pillar, as though to hide.

“Guess he thought I might try to make trouble
for him,” mused Larry. “Well, he deserves it,
but I’m not fond of rows, though he did give my
shoulder a hard bang. It’ll be black and blue, I
guess.”

The platform was beginning to be thronged
with persons now, for the passengers who had
accumulated just before Larry arrived had been
whirled on their way downtown, and now a
second crowd was on hand. This would be repeated
several times, until the busy workers had
all been transported to their stores or offices.

“I wonder what his object could have been, to
rush down here, in plenty of time to have taken
the express, and then wait?” thought Larry.
“He’s a queer one.”

“City Hall Express!” suddenly called one of
the subway guards, as the distant rumble of a
train was heard. “Fourteenth street the first stop!
City Hall Express!”

Larry lived well uptown in New York, and it
meant a big saving in time to go on an express,
that made few stops until City Hall was reached.
The office of the Leader, where Larry worked,
was but a short distance away from the municipal
building.

The passengers crowded toward the edge of
the platform, in readiness to board the train, the
lights of which could now be seen. Larry noticed
that the “pusher,” as he mentally called him, was
standing not far away.

“If he runs into me again,” thought the young
reporter, “I’ll be tempted to punch him, and take
what follows. He ought to be taught a lesson.”

There was quite a throng about Larry, including
a number of young ladies, as the train pulled
in, and stopped with a grinding and screeching
of brakes. The passengers crowded toward the
open doors of the cars.

There was a sudden rush, and Larry noted,
with an anger that he could hardly hold back,
that the “pusher” was elbowing his way through
the press, without any regard for the rights of
others. The fellow was just ahead of Larry.

A moment later there was a cry of pain—a
girl’s cry—and a voice exclaimed:

“Oh! My ankle! You’ve stepped on it. Oh,
dear!”

The young reporter saw a girl, just in front
of him, stagger, and almost fall. Larry put out
his arm and caught her. At the same time he
saw that it was the chap who had previously collided
with him who had stepped on the girl’s foot,
with cruel force.

“What’s the matter with you?” demanded
Larry, with righteous anger in his voice. “Can’t
you get on a train without walking all over everybody?
Now you take your time!”

Supporting the girl with his left arm, Larry
shot out his right hand, caught the fellow by the
shoulder, and whirled him about with considerable
force. There was sufficient room on the wide
platform of the car for Larry to pull the bully
back, and, several passengers, seeing what the
young reporter was going to do, moved to one
side to give him space.

A moment later Larry had fairly shoved the
fellow from the car to the station platform.

“Now you can wait until the rest of us get on!”
said the young reporter. “And if this young lady
wants to make a charge against you, I’ll be a
witness.”

“Say, what’s the matter with you, anyhow?”
demanded the bully angrily. “I’ll punch you good
for this!”

“No, you won’t,” interposed the burly guard of
the train. “You didn’t get half you deserved. I
saw you crowd on, shovin’ everybody to one side,
and I saw you elbow this young lady. You didn’t
get more than was comin’ to you.”

“That’s right!” exclaimed several men.

“Unmannerly boor!” said an elderly woman.
“If he was down South he’d be taught a lesson!”

“I think he has received the beginning of one
now, madam,” said an old gentleman, courteously
bowing to her.

“All aboard!” sung out the guard, as a warning
bell came to him from the car behind, telling
him that the doors were closed. “All aboard.”

“Can you walk?” asked Larry of the young
lady, though, as he looked at her pretty face, he
made up his mind that helping her along would
not be unpleasant.

“Oh, yes, I’m all right now,” she answered
with a blush, as she moved on, and away from
Larry’s supporting arm. “He kicked me in the
ankle, and for a moment I couldn’t stand. I’m
all right now, thank you,” and she went into the
car with a slight limp.

“You deserve a medal of thanks, young man,”
said an elderly gentleman to Larry. “That sort
of thing is getting all too common in the subway.
That fellow ought to ride in a cattle car.”

“Well, he isn’t going to ride in this one to-day,
that’s sure,” spoke another man, for at that moment,
and just as the unmannerly fellow started
to get back on board, the guard let the door
shut in his face, and the train began to pull out
of the station. “He’s left, and it serves him
right,” went on the man with a chuckle, as he
glanced at Larry.
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