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Introduction






I love making colorful art quilts inspired by nature, my travels, and my home. I like to think my style is representational, although serendipitous and a little quirky! Many of my designs start with a photo as inspiration. In this book, I will guide you through my approach to collage quilting and techniques to help you successfully complete collage projects. My wish is to encourage everyone to stop looking for perfection, have fun with the creative process, and not fear tackling new projects. I believe my fabric collage technique is doable for all levels of quilters and artists, from novices to more experienced sewists. I do not want you to think that this is beyond your skills or expertise. We all have creativity within us.


I have been sewing and crafting as long as I can remember. At eleven years old, I entered a granny square crocheted vest, which I designed myself, into the local Christmas Fair. My cousin Amanda and I would spend our summers learning new crafts from puppet design to soap making. I was never afraid to design my own sweater, dress, curtains, or soap! This is the approach I take in all my creative endeavors. When introduced to quilting, I experimented with using patterns, but the freedom of creating my own designs from my photos and memories kept me interested. Now, 20 years later, the course of my collage journey continues to grow and develop as my inspiration source never runs dry!


I don’t think of myself as a natural artist. I am not able to pick up a pencil and draw something amazing, but I notice that the more I practice, the smoother my skills become and what I produce is better. In this book, I am not expecting you to be an artist, rather just to have the courage to start the artistic process! The more you repeat or practice a process, the easier it will become, you’ll be more relaxed, and the results will be sweet!
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Create something “sweet” for yourself or as a gift for a friend or family member.







[image: image]


Colorful quilts of all kinds can be made with fabric collage. Capture your favorite animals, flowers, or treasured memories in a beautiful display!





PHOTO CREDIT: JAMES HAWORTH


Collage Quilting


Fabric collage is a simple, fun, and slightly addictive process. The combination of a personalized design, fabric choices, and the love you put into the project will lead you to completing a unique and successful quilt. My approach to collage is spontaneous, serendipitous, and freeing with few rules or parameters. For these projects, we are not going for photorealism as we trace, cut, and layer. I do not spend time making pattern pieces first. I work directly over the pattern, tracing and cutting my shapes and making immediate progress. The collage will start to take shape quickly.


Most of the themes in this book are inspired by nature, animals, birds, fish, flowers, and more. You might notice I have not included any designs for people and faces made in collage. These are another great source for inspiration, but I felt this theme could be a whole book in itself. You can certainly use my techniques and apply them to making a collage from a photo of a friend or relative. In the gallery, you will see one face quilt I have made.




The Definition of Collage







Collage, from the French verb coller, meaning “to glue,” is the artistic process of gluing and assembling various materials to a flat surface. Collage can refer to both the actual procedure of cutting and pasting (the verb), as well as to the final artistic product (the noun).


RAW-EDGE FABRIC COLLAGE is collage made by cutting fabric and keeping the raw edges, not turning or hiding the fabric edge as in appliqué.
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My technique makes it easy to recreate photographs, which is great for immortalizing your beloved pets.





Fabric collage starts with a line drawing. I am most comfortable starting with a photo when looking for my design or quilt inspiration. Using a photo, I trace the lines to produce my line drawing or pattern. This can be enlarged to any size needed. In this book, I will guide you through this process and make you comfortable and less fearful about making your own pattern. You will be your own quilt designer!


I have traveled all over the US and internationally teaching collage classes. Whether it’s Dubai or Houston, Texas, one of my most popular classes is Love of Pets, or Pet Portraits. Students enjoy working on making a quilt of their own pet or favorite animal rather than working on a generic dog or cat pattern. The time and love invested in a project like this is always present. Often students will make a quilt as a gift for someone who has lost their pet as a way of passing on their love. On here, Guide to Making Animals and Pets will offer more tips when creating these types of quilts.
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I’ve had the pleasure of teaching fabric collage to students around the world. I hope you are encouraged to try these projects and enjoy the freedom in this approach.





PHOTO CREDIT: IQS-DUBAI
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Once you master fabric collage, you’ll be making larger and more intricate pieces in no time.





PHOTO CREDIT: JAMES HAWORTH




Lose the fear and just go for it!





Over the years, I have taught many children to work on sewing arts projects, and I have heard many of them treasure the items that they made. As adults, we need to embrace fearlessness in the same way children approach art and sewing. Some of my best free-motion quilting students have been children, as they don’t have those nagging doubts about things not being good enough or looking as they are “supposed to look.” They just go for it! Your first collage quilts may not be perfect. Don’t dwell on the imperfections—relish the experience. Then make another collage, as you will have learned something during that process.


What to Expect


This book is divided into a technique section and a project section. The project quilts are made in different sizes and uses. I have various wall hangings, a tote bag, a pillow, table runner, and even a bed-size quilt. When you are making your collage, I am giving you permission to use the project designs and patterns for whatever purpose or size you wish. I describe how I used the design and what size I enlarged it to, but there are no rules that say you must do the same. For example, Heart and Home measures about 14" x 20" (35.6 x 50.8cm), but it could be fun to see this as a larger wall hanging. I made Colorful Cat into a 20" (50.8cm) pillow, but you could change things up and use the pattern to make a wall hanging or tote bag.


For some of the projects in this book, I have provided a pattern so you can make your own version of the project. See Patterns on here. In other projects, I encourage you to take on the challenge of designing and making your own pattern and personal quilt. In Heart and Home, I have used a photo of my house to make the quilt. My instructions are written so you can create a personalized version of your own home or the house of a friend or family member.


My desire is for this book to be your instruction manual for making unique and personal quilts. But it can also be the tool that guides you and builds your confidence in creative freedom to create special projects. Let’s get collaging!







chapter 1


Getting Started





Supplies


There are many methods to create fabric collage. For example, I use glue in my collage and not fusible products as others do. I get asked “Is the glue hard to stitch through?” No. I am using minimal glue; it just secures the pieces until they are sewn down. The resulting quilt is easy to stitch through and it remains soft and subtle without fusible layers inside. I want readers to feel happy when making these quilts, so I give you permission to use a different method if that makes it easier for you.


What I appreciate about fabric collage is that it does not require a huge inventory of supplies. Once you find your favorite tools, you will probably just stick with those. Not including fabric, the supplies are small, lightweight, and easy to tote around so you can collage with friends or at events.
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Basic Tools


This is an exhaustive list of tools that you will need, including some of my favorite products. Once you figure out your preferred tools, you will not need all those listed below. Instead, you’ll create a tool kit that will cover most of your work.


• Black permanent markers. I use Sharpie Ultra Fine and Fine Point. The thick dark line is good to use when drawing on a black-and-white enlarged photo. When tracing over a 8" x 10" (20.3 x 25.4cm) photo onto regular or tracing paper, the ultra-fine pen is good for drawing finer details that will later be enlarged.


• Regular ink pen. In a pinch, I will use a regular pen when tracing shapes for collage. This is only when my pencil or chalk-marker lines are not showing up on a particular fabric. Remember to cut on this line.


• Chalk marker or pencil. Choose a suitable fabric marker depending on the fabric color. I use a chalk marker on dark fabric and a pencil on light fabric. The chalk marker I like to use the most is the BOHIN Mechanical Chalk Pencil or the Chaco Liner, both of which can be refilled.


• Disappearing ink pen (optional). Pilot FriXion erasable pens claim ink marks drawn on fabric will disappear with heat, so you just need to iron them away. I would use this kind of pen in the same way as the regular ink pen.


• Fabric scissors. I use regular or larger fabric scissors when cutting my fabric down so it is a smaller and more usable size to work with.


• Small sharp scissors. These are used specifically for collage. I use Karen Kay Buckley 6" (15.2cm) Perfect Scissors. This type of scissor has a fine serrated edge that grips the fabric as it is cut. This is great for cutting small pieces in collage. Highly recommended and a game changer!


• Rotary cutter and cutting mat. In collage, I don’t regularly use these basic quilts tools: cutting mat, rotary cutter, and ruler. But when it comes to cutting borders, binding fabrics, or squaring up your quilt, these tools are essential.


• Fabric glue and a glue applicator. Something like acoffee stirrer would be a cheap option. There are various glues that work in collage, so try what you have and are most comfortable using. I like to put Aleene’s Original Tacky Glue in a small container and use the flat glue spreader to apply. A needle-nosed glue bottle works also. Using these tools means you don’t need to move the pieces to apply the glue.


• Tweezers. Heidi Proffetty has some great ones.


• Painter’s tape or masking tape. Useful for many jobs as it has a temporary hold and is easily removed. Tape will hold paper to the window when using that method for tracing. When tracing over a photo, I will tape my two layers together so things don’t shift. It’s also important to tape the foundation to the pattern when you start to collage. The most useful size I like to use is 1"–1 ½" (2.5–3.8cm) wide.


• Pins. I don’t use a lot of pins in my sewing. I think this is because I was trained on a production line in a factory where pins are not used! I do use them to temporarily hold my collage in place when stitching a background. Or when stitching seams on a bag or similar item. Quilters pins or Magic Pins are long and have a nice, large grip or head.


• Quilt rulers. For me, the most useful ruler is the 6" x 24" (15.2 x 61cm). I use it for cutting strips for a binding, trimming the sides of a quilt, and measuring. The square 12 ½" (31.8cm) ruler is used when squaring up the corners of a quilt.
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• Liquid fabric stabilizer spray. I prefer using Terial Magic. This is a nice product that stiffens the fabric, making it cut like paper. When cutting very small pieces it is a great help. It also prevents the fraying of the fabric, and it washes out when you’re all done.
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• Light box or light pad (optional). You can buy light pads designed for quilters that may include various accessories or purchase a basic one for art that is less expensive. You may need this to make the pattern, but taping it to a window works perfectly. Some people like to use alight box while making the collage.


PAINT SUPPLIES


These are my basic painting supplies that I use when painting a watercolor-type background. I encourage students to use what they already own and not to spend a lot of money on these. Inexpensive acrylic paints that can be purchased at a big-box craft store work; a plastic plate for mixing and foam brushes or inexpensive paint brushes do the job also. The painted fabric I use in my quilts is not meant as a focal point but to blend into and soften a plain background.
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• Test fabric. Use a scrap of fabric from the final piece you’ll be painting. This way you can test colors before starting, which can save a lot of heartache!


• Acrylic or fabric paints. The main difference is how they bond to the fabric. Since you are less likely to wash these projects, it’s okay to use acrylic paint. If you want something more permanent, then use fabric paint, or mix your acrylic with fabric paint.


• Paintbrush. To get the watercolor effect that I use in these collage pieces, a large paintbrush or foam brush will do the trick. Small paintbrushes are used for detail.


• Water container. Use anything you have on hand!


• Palette. You can also use a plate for mixing colors.


• Plastic table covering. Protect your table or work surface from mess. This can be as simple as a place mat for small projects or a cheap plastic tablecloth for large pieces.




Collage Supplies







• Scissors


• Chalk marker


• Pencil


• Glue and applicator


• Painter’s tape
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Theseare my go-to tools that are very easy to carry around. I’ve been known to work on fabric collage projects in hotels while teaching and traveling.
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A colorful quilt usually means more thread colors because you want the thread to blend in with the main image rather than distract from it.





THREADS


Because I collage using glue, thread is only needed near the end of the process. For many projects, this will be when free-motion quilting (here). However, I also recommend using some thread to accent an animal portrait, which can be for whiskers, fur, or other textural elements.


I have a large and varied collection of threads and select what to use based on the color fabric I am stitching over. The thread thickness I use is 40 or 50wt. I have been enjoying using WonderFil Specialty Threads; 50wt plain color is called Konfetti™ and 50wt variegated is called Tutti™. Using variegated colored thread is a great way to bring a random, dynamic variety of colors into your stitching without having to physically change the thread. For my projects, I typically use between 4 and 10 different thread colors, changing them out numerous times.


For the bobbin thread, I use Superior Threads’ Bottom Line, which is a polyester 60wt and is finer. I choose a color that blends with my backing fabric, and I’m ready to go. Using this single bobbin thread means that I am not changing out the bobbin every time I change my top thread.
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