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Foreword






Traces, tracks, relics, sources, evidence. These are stuff of history but they are not history. History begins when the human mind engages with the evidence and tries to make sense of its significance for earlier communities. That is no easy task. The evidence may resist interpretation because the context within which it was created has been obscured over time. It may be the product of institutions long fallen into desuetude. It may be infused with complex imagery or language from Ireland’s rich multiethnic, multilingual, multicultural and religiously plural past. However we encounter it, our first challenge is to ‘read’ it and given the incalculable loss of Irish historical records over the years we must learn to do it well. Unfortunately, there is no handy cipher to unlock the secrets of the past and most dictionaries are too generalised to answer the specific concerns of local historians. Excellent though it is, the Oxford English Dictionary falls short when dealing with the Irish context. S. J. Connolly’s The Oxford companion to Irish history should find a place on every local historian’s bookshelf but only partially serves as a companion to Irish local history. Some thoughtful Irish historians, recognising the needs of a broader (and growing) non-specialist audience, append glossaries to their work or incorporate explanations in parentheses. Many, however, do not. So what was an ‘angel’? Castle chamber? Raskins? A Cunningham acre? Letters patent? And where do you go to find out what a Brunswick club was? Or the meaning of legal terms associated with the courts and land conveyancing? This dictionary attempts to answer such questions for Irish local historians.


Although intended primarily for local historians, readers should not be surprised to encounter entries here that, at first glance, might be considered more relevant to national history. It is axiomatic that all histories gain from a consideration of the big picture and local societies, however isolated, did not exist in a vacuum. Their personalities were forged out of the interplay between the local and the wider world to such an extent as to diminish local studies that ignore the regional or national dimensions. That interrelationship is acknowledged by the inclusion in this book of numerous entries relating to national and regional institutions such as parliament and the courts, to administrative structures, religion, education, historical records, land law, lay associations, political movements, architecture and archaeology.


In chronological terms the subject-matter of this dictionary ranges from early times to the close of the nineteenth century. The story of local communities, of course, does not end with the nineteenth century. The abundance, variety and accessibility of sources for the twentieth century make that period an exciting new frontier for local historians. So abundant, in fact, that a dedicated volume of its own would be required to do it justice. Time constraints rendered that impractical and I have elected to focus on earlier, less familiar and less accessible periods.


Structurally the Dictionary of Irish Local History is not dissimilar to a traditional dictionary but there are a number of significant differences. Many definitions have been enlarged to explain the history of an institution or process or to document change over time. All entries are fully cross-referenced – bold type indicating a separate entry – and, where appropriate, readers are directed to articles and books which contain an extended treatment of the relevant topic and to the holding archives, libraries or repositories of related primary historical sources. Abbreviated references below each entry can be located in full in the bibliography at the end of the book. All local historians, be they aspiring or experienced, will find something of interest in the research guide section and website directory which close this book.




A Note on Weights and Measures


Although metrological standardisation began in Ireland in the mid-nineteenth century, many traditional units (the Irish mile and acre) persisted in use into the twentieth century and that most antique of land divisions, the townland, is with us yet. Prior to standardisation, a complex range of weights and measures were employed which varied (sometimes radically so) from district to district. In parts of Co. Clare in the 1820s a bushel of potatoes contained six stones six pounds but elsewhere in the county it weighed sixteen, eighteen or twenty stones. To complicate matters, the Clare bushel also evidenced seasonal variability: the stone weighed sixteen pounds in summer but eighteen in winter to take account of encrusted clay. At a broader level metrological variability was influenced by commodity, by quality and even point of sale. At the bottom of the distribution network, for example, a wide range of agreed yet non-standard local measures such as pottles, creels and paniers were employed and small domestic containers were frequently pressed into service. An added local refinement was the sale of dry goods in heaped or level measure. Finally, time itself was a variable as some measures fell into disuse over time and others were introduced by colonists.


Gaelic territorial divisions were arranged hierarchically to a regular plan, size being determined by variables such as soil quality, relief and the size of the lordship to which they were connected. Most were erased in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries as the social order which regulated them collapsed under the pressure of conquest and colonisation. Ballybetaghs, ballyboes, sessiaghs, gnieves, capell lands and horsemen’s beds lost their currency under the new order although many survive as placenames or lie obscured behind baronial, civil parish or townland boundaries. Paradoxically, as deeds and charters were rarely used by the natives, our knowledge of indigenous spatial divisions derives to a considerable degree from the bureaucracy of plantation itself. The names and dimensions of Gaelic spatial units are preserved in manuscript form, sometimes for the first time, in the maps, inquisitions, surveys, land grants and books of distribution which documented the settlement process. Historians and geographers have used these sources with some profit to enhance our understanding of the socio-economic and political structure of Gaelic Ireland but, overall, the spatial picture remains incomplete. Given these uncertainties, a detailed treatment of Irish measures is not possible within the parameters of the present work. A supplementary reading list is appended overleaf to facilitate further reading.


Adams, I. H., Agrarian landscape terms: a glossary for historical geography (London, 1976).


Andrews, J. H., Plantation acres: an historical study of the Irish land surveyor and his maps (Omagh, 1985).


Bourke, P. M. Austin, ‘Notes on some agricultural units of measurement in use in pre-famine Ireland’ in IHS, xiv (1964–5), pp. 236–245.


Connor, R. D., The weights and measures of England (London, 1987).


Duffy, Patrick J., ‘Social and spatial order in the MacMahon lordship of Airghialla in the late sixteenth century’ in Duffy, Patrick J., Edwards, David and FitzPatrick, Elizabeth (eds), Gaelic Ireland c.1250–1650: land lordship and settlement (Dublin, 2001), pp. 115–137.


Erck, John Caillard (ed.), A repertory of the enrolments of the patent rolls of Chancery in Ireland, James I, (2 vols, 2 parts, 1846–1852).


Feenan, Dermot and Kennedy, Liam, ‘Weights and measures of the major food commodities in early-nineteenth century Ireland: a regional perspective’ in RIA Proc., C, cii, (2002), pp. 21–45.


Freeman, Martin (ed.), The compossicion booke of Conought (Dublin, 1936).


Hill, George, An historical account of the plantation of Ulster at the commencement of the seventeenth century (Belfast, 1877).


Hogan, James, ‘The tricha-cét and related land measures’ in RIA Proc., C, xxxviii, no. 7 (1928–9), pp. 148–235.


Inquisitionum in officio rotulorum cancellariae Hiberniae asservatorum repertorium (2 vols, Dublin, 1827–9). Chancery inquisitions for Leinster and Ulster.


Larcom, Thomas, ‘On the territorial divisions of Ireland’ in HC 1847 (764) L. 1.


McErlean, Thomas, ‘The Irish townland system of landscape organisation’ in T. Reeves-Smyth and F. Hammond (eds), Landscape archaeology of Ireland (Oxford, 1983), pp. 315–39.


Morrin, James (ed.), The patent rolls of Henry VIII, Edward VI, Philip & Mary, Elizabeth I and Charles I (3 vols, 1861–1863).


Report of the commissioners appointed to inquire into the state of the fairs and markets in Ireland, HC 1852–3 [1674] XLI; Mins of evidence, HC 1854–5 [1910] XIX.


Second report of the commissioners appointed by His Majesty to consider the subject of weights and measures, HC 1820 (314) VII.


Wakefield, Edward, An account of Ireland, statistical and political (2 vols, London, 1812).
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Abbreviations


Anal. Hib.  = Analecta Hibernica


app.   = appendix


Archiv. Hib.   = Archivium Hibernicum


AS.  = Anglo-Saxon


c.  = circa (about)


Collect. Hib.  = Collectanea Hibernica


d. =  died


DHR =  Dublin Historical Record


Econ. Hist.  = Economic History


ed(s). =  editor(s)


EHR  = English Historical Review


ff.  = and the following pages


Fr. =  French


Gr.  = Greek


HC =  House of Commons


HMC  = Historical Manuscripts Commission


HMSO  = Her Majesty’s Stationery Office


IER  = Irish Ecclesiastical Record


Ir. Econ. & Soc. Hist.  = Irish Economic and Social History


IHS  = Irish Historical Studies


IMC  = Irish Manuscripts Commission


Ir. =  Irish


Ir. Cath. Hist. Comm. Proc.  = Proceedings of the Irish Catholic Historical Committee


Ir.  = Jurist Irish Jurist


Ir.  = Sword Irish Sword


Ir. Texts Soc.  = Irish Texts Society


JCHAS  = Journal of the Cork Historical and Archaeological Society


Jn. Ecc. Hist.  = Journal of Ecclesiastical History


L.  = Latin


Louth Arch. Soc. Jn.  = Journal of the Louth Archaeological and Historical Society


Med. L.  = Medieval Latin


NA  = National Archives


NHI  = A New History of Ireland (9 vols, Oxford, 1976–)


NLI  = National Library of Ireland


OE  = Old English


OFr =  Old French


passim  = in various places


PRI rep. DK  = Report of the deputy keeper of Public Records in Ireland


PRONI  = Public Record Office of Northern Ireland


repr.  = reprint


R. Hist. Soc. Trans. = Transactions of the Royal Historical Society


RIA = Royal Irish Academy


RIA Proc.  =Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy


RSAI = Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland


RSAI Jn. = Journal of the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland


ser.  = series


UJA  = Ulster Journal of Archaeology


W.  = Welsh
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A


abbroachment. The offence of forestalling or purchasing goods before they reach the market in order to retail them at a higher price. See forestall, regrate.


abjuration, oath of. An oath of renunciation. Several acts were passed in the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries requiring the abjuration (renunciation) of the pope’s spiritual and temporal authority, Catholic doctrine and/or the claim of the Stuart pretender to the throne. The first (1657) required the oath-taker to deny the pope’s spiritual and temporal authority and repudiate Catholic doctrine. The second, a contravention of the treaty of Limerick (which asked only for an oath of allegiance to William III), was passed by the English parliament in 1691 (3 Will. & Mary, c. 2) and required members of parliament to renounce papal authority and the pope’s power to depose a monarch. This oath remained effective until the passage of the Catholic emancipation act in 1829. The third, passed in 1703 (1 Anne, c. 17), abjured the pretensions of the Stuarts to the throne and was imposed on Irish office-holders and professionals such as teachers, lawyers and, later, Anglican ministers. In 1709 (8 Anne, c. 3) registered Catholic priests were required to take the oath but this they largely refused to do. The oath prescribed for all office-holders by the Irish parliament following the Act of Supremacy (1537) was also effectively an oath of abjuration in that it required the oath-taker to acknowledge the monarch as the supreme head of the church in Ireland and England. (Fagan, Divided loyalties, pp. 22–48; Wall, The penal laws, pp. 17–19.)


abjure the realm. To avoid a criminal prosecution in medieval times a criminal might take shelter in the sanctuary of a church and abjure the realm before a coroner. This meant that he must swear to leave the country by the nearest port and never return. During the reign of Henry VIII he was branded so that if he ever chose to return he would be instantly recognisable and hanged.


absence. To safeguard the security of the Anglo-Norman colony in Ireland fines were levied on tenants holding by knight-service (chief tenants) who, without royal licence, absented themselves from their estates and went abroad. See Absentees, Statute of.


absentee landlord. In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, a pejorative term to describe a landlord who resided in England and left the administration of his estate to agents or middlemen. Some landlords, of course, could not help but be absentees as they held land in different parts of the country or in both England and Ireland. (Malcomson, ‘Absenteeism’, pp. 15–35.)


Absentees, Statute of. Passed at Westminster in 1380, this legislation followed a series of earlier ordinances directed against chief tenants who absented themselves from their estates and thereby neglected the defence of the Anglo-Norman colony. It enacted the king’s entitlement to two-thirds of the profits of the estates of long-term absentees and the imposition of fines for casual absences to offset the costs incurred by the state in meeting the defensive shortcomings created by their absence. Between 1483 and 1536 a further five absentee acts were passed by Irish parliaments. (Cosgrove, ‘England’, pp. 526–7.)


abuttal. A clause in a deed which identifies the location of a property being conveyed by naming the tenants of adjoining lands or physical features such as rivers or the king’s highway which bound it.


accates. (Fr. achater, to pay) Provisions that were purchased as opposed to those that were produced in the home.


account rolls. Manorial accounting records maintained on the charge (rents, fines, heriots, profits) and discharge (payment of labour, purchase of seed and equipment) system. Few account rolls survive for Ireland. One of the most interesting is the Account roll of the priory of the Holy Trinity, Dublin, 1337–1346, edited by James Mills and published by the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland (1890–1). In 1996 it was re-issued with an introduction by James Lydon and Alan Fletcher.


achievement. Anything which a man is entitled to represent of an armorial character including a shield, crest and motto, of which the shield is the most important.


acre. The Irish acre was the spatial measure most widely employed in Ireland from the seventeenth century and certainly the predominant unit by the nineteenth. One Irish (or plantation) acre was equivalent to 1.62 statute (English) acres. The statute acre (in use in parts of Cork, Waterford and some north-eastern counties in the nineteenth century) contains 4,840 square yards compared with the Irish measure of 7,840 square yards. In parts of Ulster, the Cunningham or Scottish acre of 6,250 square yards to the acre was employed. The difference in area between the Irish, the Cunningham and the statute acre derives from the use of a linear perch of varying length, the Irish perch measuring seven yards, the Cunningham six-and-a-quarter and the statute five-and-a-half. Prior to the general acceptance of the Irish measure a range of other measures were used, often with significant regional variations, measures which related more to the productive capacity of the land than to a specific spatial concept. See balliboe, ballybetagh, capell lands, cartron, collop, cowlands, gnieve, great acre, horsemen’s beds, mile, ploughland, quarter, sessiagh, soum, tathe. (Andrews, Plantation acres, pp. 4–18; Bourke, ‘Notes on some agricultural’, pp. 236–245.)


acta. (L., pl of actum, act) Decrees passed by or a record of the transactions of a council, cathedral chapter, ecclesiastical court or Catholic synod.


adminicle. (L. adminiculum, a prop) Any supporting or corroborative evidence necessary for the trial of a case.


admiralty court. A court with jurisdiction over shipping and mercantile cases including piracy and prizes at sea, shipboard deaths, sailors’ pay, collisions, wreck and salvage. It was established in Ireland in the sixteenth century under the supervision of the English admiralty. Although admirals were appointed in Ireland during the middle ages their appointments appear to have been honorific and maritime issues were usually dealt with in chancery. Provincial vice-admirals were appointed in the sixteenth century but such posts were sinecures and the functions were performed by deputies. As was the case with the English admiralty courts, the Irish court engaged in disputes with other courts, with the lord deputy and with town corporations and individuals who claimed to possess the right of jurisdiction over admiralty cases by charter. The Irish admiralty court remained subordinate to the English high court of admiralty until it became an independent court, the high court of admiralty, in 1784 (23 & 24 Geo. III, c. 14) following the passage of Yelverton’s Act. Appeals from this court lay to the court of appeal in chancery and from thence to the Irish privy council. The admiralty court became a division of the high court following the re-modelling of the Irish courts by the Judicature Act of 1877. In 1893 it was merged with queen’s bench on the death of the existing judge. (Appleby and O’Dowd, ‘The Irish admiralty’, pp. 299–320.)


adventurer. A person who advanced a sum of money under the 1642 Adventurers’ Act (17 Chas. I, c. 34) for the suppression of the 1641 rebellion, the return for which was to be a proportional grant of forfeited land in Ireland. (Bottigheimer, English money.)


advowee. One who has the right of presentation or advowson of a church benefice.


advowry, avowry. In medieval times, a small annual payment made by a native Irishman to his lord to secure his freedom and the right to pursue an action in court which would be undertaken by the lord on his behalf. An action taken by an Irishman on his own behalf would fail on the simple basis that he was an Irishman. (Hand, English law.)


advowson. The right of patronage or presentation to a church benefice, a right which normally belonged to the person who built the church but in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries was granted to a religious house and with it went the tithe. In the sixteenth century when the monasteries were dissolved (see dissolution) tithe was frequently alienated to laymen and thus the right of presentation fell into lay hands. See dissolution


adze. An axe-like tool with a thin curved blade mounted at right-angles to the shaft used for shaping wood.


aetat, aetatis. Abbreviated aet., the Latin for aged, at the age of.


afer. A low-bred workhorse.


afforced council. In medieval and early modern Ireland the justiciar occasionally strengthened the privy council by requesting the attendance of leading magnates of the Pale who, as tenants-in-chief, were obliged to assist him. Afforced councils were usually associated with the imposition of a general cess or important military matters. See great council.


agistment letting. A short-term lease of land for grazing purposes, the pastoral equivalent of conacre. See tithe agistment.


agnate. A kinsman whose descent can be traced exclusively through the male or paternal line. The relationship is described as agnatic. See cognate.


Agriculture and Technical Instruction, Department of. In 1895, following his successful introduction of the co-operative movement to Ireland, Horace Plunkett began to promote the case for the establishment of a board of agriculture and technical instruction to advance the agricultural economy. His proposal was taken up by a cross-party body of Unionist and Parnellite MPs (the Recess Committee) which persuaded the government to legislate for the creation of the Board of Agriculture and Technical Instruction in 1899. The board rationalised a variety of different functions performed by a number of different bodies and brought 10 institutes, including the Royal College of Science, Albert College and the Forestry centre at Avondale under its wing. It was guided by three advisory bodies whose membership included representatives of local government. The department devised experimental schemes for improving livestock and crop yields, employed itinerant agricultural lecturers, made agricultural loans and encouraged afforestation. It was criticised for the level of bureaucracy that characterised its operation and for some less than effective appointments. Plunkett, too, was criticised. He had been appointed vice-president of the board and assigned responsibility for agriculture and technical instruction, fisheries, statistics, disease prevention in plants and animals, supervision of the National Library, the National Museum and later the Geological Survey of Ireland but his appointment was terminated in 1907. (West, Horace Plunkett.)


ague, Irish ague. Probably typhus which, along with dysentery, afflicted English armies on the march during the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. Typhus has been recorded as early as the thirteenth and as late as the twentieth centuries in Ireland. It is a lice-borne disease which flourished in the crowded, unhygienic living conditions of the workhouses in the 1840s and was dispersed by hordes of vagrants on the move in search of sustenance.


aid. (L., auxilium) The assistance in cash owed by a tenant to his lord in necessitous times. Such payments were made to enable the lord to be ransomed, on the occasion of the knighting of his eldest son or upon the marriage of his eldest daughter.


aistire. (Ir.) A bell ringer.


alb. A narrow-sleeved, white linen robe worn by a priest.


alderman. A member of a city corporation or town council next in rank in the order of citizens to the mayor. He was appointed for life. In the seventeenth century, Dublin was governed by a mayor, bailiffs (sheriffs), 24 jures (aldermen), 48 demi-jures (sheriff’s peers) and 96 numbers (guild representatives). The aldermen played an important role in the appointment of the mayor and the bailiffs. Bailiffs were elected from the 48 or 96 by the votes of mayor and aldermen and the incoming mayor was appointed from amongst themselves by the aldermen and bailiffs. Vacancies among the aldermen were filled by recruitment from the demi-jures. In modern times the councillor elected first in each ward is styled alderman. (Edwards, ‘The beginning’, pp. 2–10.)


Alen’s Register (Liber niger Alani). An episcopal or diocesan register compiled by John Alen, archbishop of Dublin (1528–34), which contains documents assembled and annotated by Alen in his efforts to recover rights and properties lost to Christ Church Cathedral by the negligence of earlier prelates. The records date back to the Anglo-Norman conquest and include a wide range of information on the episcopal manors of the see. See Reportorium Viride, a companion to the register, and Crede Mihi, the surviving portion of the most ancient register of the archbishops of Dublin. (McNeill, Calendar.)


ale silver (ale tol). A tribute or rent paid annually to the lord for the right to brew ale within a liberty. See tolboll.


alias, writ of. A second or further writ issued after an earlier writ had proved ineffectual. See outlawry.


alienation, right to. The right to transfer the ownership of property to another. As the crown was the supreme owner of land, tenants-in-chief (see in capite) were required to seek permission for such alienations to ensure that the crown was not defrauded of the feudal incidents. Failure to do so incurred alienation fines. See mortmain.


allocate, writ of. A writ issued out of chancery to the treasurer and barons of the exchequer requiring them to give an allowance to an individual accounting there in respect of money spent by him on the king’s behalf. (Connolly, Medieval record, p. 16.)


allodial tenure. Absolute ownership of land. Under the feudal doctrine of tenures absolute personal ownership of land did not exist. Nulle terre sans seigneur (no land without a master) expresses the point that no land was held by a subject and not held of some lord. All land was held of the crown and escheated (reverted) to the crown in cases of attainder or felony or where no heir emerged to lay claim to it. In modern times such land reverts to the state in the Republic of Ireland. See estate.


alnager. An official examiner and attestor of the measurement and quality of woollen cloth. He attested its value by affixing a seal. The term ‘alnage’ refers to the inspection and the fee paid for it.


altarages. Originally voluntary offerings made upon the altar but the term came to embrace a whole range of ecclesiastical dues which went to make up a clergyman’s income including the small tithe, tithe of fish in coastal parishes and oblations or offerings for specific church services or feastday dues. They did not, however, include the great tithe. See dues.


alum. A compound of aluminum used anciently to bind dyes in cloth.


amanuensis. 1: A secretary 2: A person employed to take dictation or copy manuscripts.


ambry. A recess in a church wall to the side of the altar where the sacramental vessels were stored.


amercement. The equivalent of the modern fine, imposed for breaches of the law or manorial customs. A fine differed from an amercement in that fines were imposed by the courts, amercements were assessed by a jury of the offender’s peers.


amice. 1: A piece of white linen, oblong in shape and embroidered with a cross, worn around the neck and over the shoulders by a priest at mass. It was worn under the alb 2: A hood edged with fur with attached cape which was worn anciently by clergymen. Calabar, the fur of a brown squirrel, was often employed as edging.


Anabaptist. A radical sixteenth-century Protestant movement which regarded infant baptism as blasphemous. Infants, they maintained, could not discriminate between good and evil and until this faculty emerged they could not repent and accept baptism. As the first generation of Anabaptists considered their childhood baptisms invalid, they submitted to a ‘second’ adult baptism following a public confession of sin and faith. This was an offence according to contemporary legal codes and Anabaptists were persecuted and expelled from many towns across Europe. Anabaptists believed in the separation of church and state, opposed oath-taking, denounced the use of the sword, believed they were living at the end of all ages and some adopted a communistic style of living which stressed the community of goods. Most early Anabaptist leaders died in prison or were executed. In Britain and Ireland in the seventeenth century the term was used loosely (and pejoratively) to describe Baptists or dissenters and to portray them as social revolutionaries.


anchorite. A hermit.


Ancient Order of Hibernians. A Catholic, nationalist association founded in New York in 1836 with origins in the secret agrarian movements of the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, the Hibernians’ motto ‘Faith and Fatherland’ reflected its twin goals – to defend the faith and advance the national cause. The order developed largely as a response to Orangeism in the nineteenth century, attracting members by organising parades which comprehended all the paraphernalia of Orange marches. Its masonic-like regalia and activities attracted Catholic businessmen who found in it an alternative to the almost exclusively Protestant masonic order and its role as a benevolent society appealed to workers. Dominated by Clan na Gael in the United States in the 1880s, the order was one of the largest and most powerful Irish-American organisations but the fissiparous nature of the American body infected the Irish branch. Between 1884 and 1902 the Irish branch split over the admission of members of Irish descent (as opposed to those of Irish birth) and split again in 1905 over whether the order should register as a friendly society. Nevertheless, membership grew dramatically after 1900, notably in Ulster (where the problem of sectarianism was most acute) and in Dublin, rising to 60,000 by 1909. The order played an important role in Catholic social life, embracing reading rooms, card playing, billiards, choral and religious activities. The Hibernians supported and financed the Irish parliamentary party under John Redmond and encouraged Irish voters in England to vote for the Labour Party. In 1904 Joseph Devlin was elected president of the Board of Erin, the body which represented the majority of Hibernians in Ireland, and the order became part of his nationalist political machine. Along with the northern Nationalist Party, the Ancient Order of Hibernians went into serious decline from 1970 when both were replaced by more aggressively assertive nationalist and republican bodies. No longer politically active, the order now operates principally as a benefit and social society. (Buckley and Anderson, Brotherhoods; Pollard, The Ancient, pp. 110–132.)


andirons. Fire-dogs.


angel. A new issue noble, a gold coin valued at 6s. 8d., so called because it bore the image of the archangel Michael slaying a dragon. It was in use from the late fifteenth to the mid-seventeenth centuries.


Anglican. A member of the Established church or Church of Ireland. Also known as an Episcopalian. The term was first used by Edmund Burke in 1797.


Annales. A term coined from the journal Annales d’histoires économique et sociale (1929) to describe a French historiographical movement whose leaders, Lucien Febvre, Mark Bloch and Ferdinand Braudel, rejected the traditional historiographical emphasis on the state, high politics, diplomacy, institutions, events and the culture of elites in favour of an integrated view of history which encapsulates the experiences and lives of whole populations. Bloch’s Feudal Society (1939–40), for example, approaches feudal society not in terms of formal institutions but rather from an anthropological perspective as a complex network of interpersonal relationships. From its inception interdisciplinary co-operation has been a distinctive feature of Annales histories. In addition to traditional documentary sources, Annales historians drew heavily on economics, anthropology, linguistics, science, psychology, folklore, the material world and geography. They employed quantitative methods to assess the impact of fluctuations in trade, agriculture and demography. Annales innovations were neither unprecedented nor unparalleled but they had never before been assembled so comprehensively. The effect was to broaden the scope of history to embrace social groups and aspects of human behaviour which had been neglected by traditional historians. Annales historians also introduced a new concept of historical time. They replaced the traditional idea of a single, linear historical time in favour of a parallel series of co-existing times to account for the differing rates of change not only between but within civilisations. In The Mediterranean and the Mediterranean world in the age of Philip II (1949), Braudel discusses three different times: the almost static or immobile time of the geographical Mediterranean (longue durée), short or medium term social and economic change (conjoncture) and the rapid changes of political events (événements). Annales historians did not ignore entirely the role of political events and individuals – the third part of Braudel’s Mediterranean is, in fact, devoted to political events – but the early generation tended to view events as superficial in comparison with deeper long-term changes. As a result they eschewed traditional narrative history in favour of problem-oriented history involving the whole range of human activities and experience. The movement has been criticised for replacing one orthodoxy with another but Annales historians have recently begun to look again at the role of events and individuals and, indeed, the use of narrative. (Burke, The French; Iggers, Historiography, pp. 51–64.)


annals. Native Gaelic sources of Irish history which were originally records kept in monasteries but from the sixteenth century also came to be compiled by learned laymen.


annates. The first fruits of a new clergyman’s benefice which originally were remitted to the pope. After the Reformation benefice holders were required to pay the income of the first year of appointment to the crown. See Board of First Fruits, twentieth parts, valor ecclesiasticus.


annuity. 1: A sum of money paid annually to maintain the beneficiary of a will or deed. It was raised by a charge on the rental income of the land (rentcharge) or by loan or mortgage which were also repaid by rentcharges. A widow’s annuity was known as jointure 2: In the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries, the annual re-payment by a smallholder to the Irish Land Commission on the sum advanced by the commission to enable him to purchase his holding.


antiquarian. A collector of antiquities or facts about the past. The term is used currently to describe pseudo-histories which contain lists of facts without interpretation or comment. Antiquarian histories, preoccupied as they have been with the genealogies and achievements of the gentry and clergy in local communities, contributed considerably towards the low status occupied by local history, a situation only recently ameliorated with the emergence of local histories characterised by sensitive reconstructions of society and economy and investigations of individual and collective mentalities. Given the destruction of Irish state records in 1922, however, it must be acknowledged that modern Irish historiography would be all the poorer without the legacy of transcripts of original records bequeathed us by nineteenth-century antiquarians as they burrowed in the Public Record Office. (Marshall, The tyranny, pp. 46–62.)


apostasy. The renunciation of one’s religious faith.


applotment. See tithe applotment.


apport. In medieval times, the surplus produced by a priory which was sent to the mother house after expenses incurred in the administration of priory lands had been deducted.


appraiser. A valuer of property such as goods distrained for non-payment of rent or treasure trove. Appraisers also valued the property of a deceased person to compile a probate inventory.


Apprentice Boys. A Protestant Unionist association founded in 1814 as the Apprentice Boys of Derry to commemorate the shutting of the gates of Derry city against the Catholic Jacobite army on 7 December 1688 by thirteen apprentices. The shutting of the gates was prompted by the circulation of a forged letter which aroused fears of a Protestant massacre. Apprentice clubs commemorate the shutting on 20 December and the lifting of the siege on 12 August. (Haddick-Flynn, Orangeism, pp. 368–374.)


appropriate. Tithe assigned to an ecclesiastical figure other than the local clergyman is styled ‘appropriate’. Where all of the tithe, great and small, was so assigned it was termed ‘wholly appropriate’. See tithe, impropriate.


approver. 1: A steward or bailiff who supervised the letting of the king’s lands or royal manors to the monarch’s best advantage, collected the royal revenue and accounted for his transactions at the exchequer 2: An informer, particularly one who turns king’s evidence.


appurtenance. A building or right associated with or pertaining to a particular property, including outbuildings, mills, kilns, commonage, dovecotes or subterranean minerals.


apse. An arched recess at the end of a church.


a.r. Anno regni or regnal year. Literally, the year of reign of.


archdeacon. The chief deacon, next in rank to a bishop. In some Anglican dioceses it was the archdeacon’s duty to assist the bishop in diocesan affairs but in others the post was merely titular. Archdeacons originally wielded considerable power, sometimes even rivalling that of the bishop, but they were severely curbed by the Council of Trent. In England in the eighteenth century archdeacons exercised considerable authority over diocesan clergy but although there were 34 in Ireland they had no such jurisdiction. They were often simply accessories to the cathedral, some not even having a stall in the chapter. It was only in the nineteenth century that the archdeacon emerged as a fully functioning middle-manager in the Established church structure. The title is honorific in the Catholic church.


ard plough. Probably the earliest form of plough used in Ireland, the ard or light plough consisted of a wooden frame, curved at one end, with a pointed wooden or stone share projecting from the base of the curve. The addition in later times of a coulter, a vertical metal blade placed slightly forward of the share, improved the efficiency and speed of the plough by cutting through matted roots. Neither share nor coulter, however, were able to turn the sod and it was not until the mouldboard was fitted that the typical ridge and furrow ploughing pattern was achieved. (Mitchell, The Shell guide, pp. 143–4.)


Ard Rí. High-king. The question of high-kingship and its effective reality remains disputed. Mostly the phrase appears to denote overlords above the rank of king of a tuath. Two other attributions, Rí Erenn (king of Ireland) and Rí Temro (king of Tara) were also assigned to powerful overlords, notably in the case of the Uí Néill who appear to have fitted the bill as supreme rulers of Ireland.


argent. In heraldry, denotes the colour silver or silvery-white.


Arianism. A heretical fourth-century doctrine which argued that the Son, though divine, had emanated from the Father at a specific time and was therefore not co-eternal with him. The Father created the Son and so the Son was subordinate and of a different substance to Him. Thus, Christ was neither fully human nor possessed of a divinity identical with God. In the nineteenth century Irish Presbyterianism was riven by a controversy over Arianism, leading to the secession of some ministers to form the Remonstrant Synod in 1830. See General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, New Light, Presbyterian, Seceders, Synod of Ulster, Southern Association.


Armagh, Book of. The only surviving complete copy of the New Testament from the ninth century, the Book of Armagh was written by the scribe Ferdomnach (died c. 845) and his assistants for the Abbot Torbach. Comprising 215 vellum leaves, the manuscript also contains St Patrick’s Confession, the lives of Muirchiú and St Martin of Tours and the memoirs of Tirechán. It forms part of the collection of Trinity College, Dublin.


‘Armagh Expulsions’. An Orange attempt to cleanse Armagh of Catholics following the defeat of the Catholic ‘Defenders’ at Loughgall in 1795. Assassination and intimidation led to the flight of several thousand Catholics to Connacht and other parts, the disgruntled refugees spreading Defenderism wherever they settled. (Miller, ‘The Armagh troubles’, pp. 155–191.)


Armagh, Register of. A series of eight volumes (seven of which comprise original manuscript records) relating to the affairs of the archbishops of Armagh (1361–1543) which constitutes the largest single corpus of original material for the late medieval period. It contains letters, mandates, examinations of witnesses, acta, marital cases, letters patent, excommunications, clerical inhibitions, deprivations and appointments, probate matters and cases on appeal. Although the registers are named after individual prelates, they are not always completely co-extensive with their period of episcopal rule. (Armagh Register.)


armiger. (L., an armour bearer) A person entitled to bear heraldic arms. A squire.


Arminianism. A hotly-disputed liberal Calvinist doctrine espoused by the Dutch theologian Jacobus Arminius (1560–1609) which maintained that salvation was possible for all, a belief contrary to strict Calvinist teaching on predestination. To Arminius the idea that the elect were chosen before Adam’s fall seemed incompatible with the mercy of God and implied that human will had no role to play in salvation. John Wesley was influenced by Arminianism as was the Methodist church which grew out of the Wesleyan movement. See Calvinism.


arquebus (hagbush). A portable firearm that was supported on a rest.


arraign. To indict.


Arroasian. The form of Augustinian rule which St Malachy encountered at the abbey of Arrouaise in the diocese of Arras c. 1140. The Arroasians borrowed severe observances from the Cistercians including a strict rule of silence, abstinence from meat and fats and the wearing of a white habit with no linen. Between 1140 and 1148 Malachy promoted the spread of Arroasian observance particularly in the northern half of the country and wherever he encountered opposition appears to have established distinct communities alongside many episcopal seats. After his consecration as archbishop of Dublin, St Lawrence O’Toole adopted Arroasian observance at Christ Church Cathedral, one of the few cathedrals in Ireland to do so. Convents of Arroasian canonesses were also established in Ireland, the first being the senior house at St Mary’s Abbey, Clonard (c. 1144). By the fourteenth century the Arroasian observance had begun to wane and there are few recorded Arroasian houses after that time. See nuns. (Dunning, ‘The Arroasian’, pp. 297–315.)


articlemen. The term usually comprehends persons admitted to the articles of surrender of Limerick or Galway at the close of the Williamite War. Relatively generous terms were offered to the Jacobites because William was anxious to close the war in Ireland and transfer his troops to Europe. Under the articles, the estates of the garrisons and citizens of Limerick and Galway were guaranteed provided they submitted to the king and did not opt to leave for France. Almost one-half of the land remaining in Catholic hands by 1703 was held by articlemen. See Limerick, Treaty of (1691).


Articles of Religion (1615). A series of 104 articles or doctrinal statements prepared and agreed at the 1613–15 convocation of the Church of Ireland. Compiled by James Ussher, professor of divinity at Trinity College, they included the bulk of the 1571 convocation of Canterbury’s Thirty-Nine Articles but controversially omitted the thirty-sixth which refers to the ecclesiastical orders of deacon, priest, bishop and the procedures for episcopal consecrations, an omission which appears to reflect the puritan or Calvinist-leaning nature of the Irish church. The articles confirmed the church’s adherence to the doctrine of predestination. A rigid and severe Sabbatarianism was espoused. The pope was condemned as the anti-Christ, royal supremacy was upheld, Catholic ceremonies and traditions were declared contrary to the teaching of the bible and the Anabaptist doctrine of the community of property was denounced. Under Lord Deputy Wentworth the articles were suppressed by the 1634 convocation and replaced by the Thirty-Nine Articles in an attempt to make the Church of Ireland correspond more closely to the English church.


assart. Marginal, waste or wooded land that was cleared and drained and brought into cultivation. Also known as extent land.


assay. 1: A proof 2: The assay of metals is the examination of precious metals to test their fineness. Weights and measures are assayed to ensure that they weigh or measure what they claim to do.


assignment. The transfer of a right or entitlement, usually a lease or mortgage.


assistant-barrister. To raise the standard of justice dispensed by the justices of the peace the lord lieutenant was authorised from 1796 (36 Geo. III, c. 25) to appoint an assistant-barrister of six years standing in each county to assist the justices at the quarter-sessions. The assistant-barrister was also given the power to hear civil bills to the sum of £20 in cases of debt, £10 in cases of assumpsit and £5 in cases of trover, trespass and detinue. Later the monetary limits were increased and he was empowered to deal with cases of assault and the recovery of small tenements. From 1851 he became the chairman of quarter-sessions and could act in the absence of the justices. In 1877 the office was abolished and replaced by that of county court judge. See justice of the peace.


assize. 1: A court sitting, literally the jury summoned by writ to sit together to try a cause 2: In earlier times the term referred to the writs that operated in assize courts, the assizes of novel disseisin, mort d’ancestor and darrien presentment 3: The twice-yearly assize courts (county courts) trying civil and criminal cases replaced the eyre courts of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries.


assize, commission of. A commission to conduct an assize was issued by the king’s bench to the judges of assize, empowering them to hear civil and criminal cases on circuit. Commissions of gaol delivery were normally given to judges of assize and from the sixteenth century they also heard civil actions of nisi prius, cases which had begun in the fixed courts and were brought to the point where the verdict of a local jury was necessary.


assize courts. Civil and criminal cases were heard before the assize courts. They were presided over by the judges of assize who were dispatched to the counties on twice-yearly circuits (spring and summer). They succeeded the itinerant justices in eyre but the disturbed nature of the country prevented the establishment of a regular circuit until the close of the seventeenth century. There were five circuits (six between 1796 and 1885) until their abolition in 1924 when they were replaced by the circuit courts in the Irish Free State (and by the crown courts in Northern Ireland from 1978). A winter assize was added from 1876 to deal solely with criminal cases. Dublin city and county did not form part of the assize circuit. A permanent commission, the ‘County of the City of Dublin’, sat at Green Street to hear criminal cases presided over by a judge of the king’s bench. A second commission dealt with cases arising in the county. Increasingly the assizes came to deal solely with criminal cases. From 1796 civil actions were heard by an assistant-barrister in each county and by the mid-nineteenth century civil jurisdiction was being exercised by the quarter-sessions. The spring and summer assizes were the occasion for the meeting of the grand jury which, in addition to determining the validity of indictments before the courts, also performed important local government functions. See civil bill.


Association for Discountenancing Vice and Promoting the Knowledge and Practice of the Christian Religion. A Protestant, proselytising educational society, the Association for Discountenancing Vice was founded by three members of the Established church in 1792 and funded initially by subscription. After it was incorporated in 1800 the association began to receive annual grants of public money which transformed it from a distributor of religious books and pamphlets into a provider of elementary education. Whenever a suitable school site was acquired the association advanced money to pay the cost of construction and contributed towards teachers’ salaries. Titles to such schools were vested in the local Anglican minister and church-wardens. Schools in receipt of aid were not allowed to accept grants from other public institutions, the teachers must be Anglicans, all literate pupils were required to read the scriptures and only the Church of England catechism was taught. Children of all faiths were welcomed and non-Anglicans were excused the catechism but all had to read scripture. In 1819 about 50% of the enrolment of 8,800 pupils was Catholic. By 1824, when the association was receiving public funds in excess of £9,000, it controlled 226 schools which provided a very basic education in the ‘three Rs’. By this time the association had embraced a more actively proselytising role and began to expose Catholic children to catechetical classes. This prompted a mass exodus from the schools. In 1825 the Commissioners of Irish Education Inquiry slated the association’s school system, noting that the education of non-Anglicans was entirely an accidental and secondary object of the association. After the introduction of the national system of education in 1831 the well of public funds dried up and the educational activities of the Association for Discountenancing Vice withered. In a new guise – and shorn of the reference to discountenancing vice – the Association for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge (APCK) developed as the publishing wing of the Church of Ireland. The records of the association are held by the Representative Church Body Library. (Akenson, Irish education, pp. 80–83; Idem, The Church of Ireland, pp. 139–42.)


assumpsit. (L., he has undertaken) 1: A promise to fulfil a bargain 2: A common law action to recover damages resulting from a breach of contract or promise. Assumpsit first emerged in cases where goods entrusted to the defendant had been damaged through his negligence. Later the emphasis shifted from negligence to failure to keep a promise. Every contract executory (to be executed in the future) incorporates an assumpsit because when a person agrees to pay a sum of money for goods or deliver a product for a certain sum he assumes or promises to pay or deliver. Failure to fulfil the promise means that the other party may have an action of the case on assumpsit.


attachment. The seizure by a creditor of the goods of his debtor wherever he can find them.


attachment, writ of. A writ to enforce the judgement of a court by which a defaulter is committed to prison for contempt by his non-compliance.


attaint. A legal term which signifies a writ of judgement against a jury in a court of record which has returned a false verdict contrary to the evidence or because of an erroneous statement of the law by the judge. Originally jurors producing a false verdict were liable to have their homes torn down, their meadows ploughed and their lands forfeited but this was later replaced by a monetary fine and a new trial ordered.


attainder. 1: From 1539 a formal declaration by parliament and without trial that a person was a traitor. Once a bill of attainder was introduced or passed in parliament the attainted person was effectively outside the law, deprived of all civil rights, disabled from seeking redress in the courts (although he could defend himself) and he forfeited his estate. By ‘corruption of blood’ the attainted lost his right to inherit or transmit property 2: Attainder was the legal outcome of judgement of death or outlawry in cases of treason or a felony, the results of which were similar to attainder by parliament. By law no person could be tried or attainted of high treason but by the evidence on oath of two witnesses to the same treasonable act. See outlawry.


attorney-general. Senior crown law officer who advised the privy council on legal questions and conducted state prosecutions. He explained and defended the royal interest in parliament, a role which required him to be in attendance regularly in the house.


attorney, letter of. A deed creating a substitute to act for one of the parties in a conveyance. In medieval times this was usually executed to grant or receive seisin of a property.


Augustinian Canons, Austin Canons. The Augustinian Canons (in full, the Canons Regular of Saint Augustine, abbreviated OSA) appeared in Ireland in the mid-twelfth century through the influence and promotion of the ecclesiastical reformer St Malachy and became the predominant religious order in Ireland. Its constitution was based on the Rule of St Augustine, a series of instructions written by the theologian St Augustine of Hippo (d. 430). Malachy introduced a version of Augustinian rule known as the Arroasian observance after an inspection of the Augustinian house at Arrouaise in Arras (c. 1140). After Malachy’s death in 1148 new Augustinian houses were founded, many of which were Arroasian, some for canonesses and some jointly owned by canons and canonesses.


Augustinian Friars, Austin Friars. The Augustinian Friars (in full, the Order of Hermits of St Augustine, abbreviated OESA), a mendicant order, appeared in Ireland, probably from England, c. 1282. By 1300 there were four houses in Ireland, rising to twenty-two by the time of the dissolution of the monasteries. Administratively, Ireland was considered one of the four ‘limits’ or sub-provinces of the English province and was itself subdivided into four regions (plagae) viz., Munster, Connacht, Leinster and Ulster with Meath. Connacht survived the suppression of the mid-sixteenth century and the order experienced a revival from 1613 which continued right through the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. The closure of the Irish noviciates by the Congregation of Propaganda Fide in 1751 (and of the continental seminaries some decades later) reduced the numbers seeking to join the order and led to a decline which was not arrested until the following century.


Austin friars. See Augustinian Friars.


autograph. A manuscript in the hand of the author.


avowry. See advowry.
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‘Back Lane parliament’. See Catholic Convention.


backside. A yard or plot behind a house.


badging. In the late seventeenth and eighteenth centuries some parishes (including a number in Dublin city and Ulster) introduced a system of badging licensed beggars to ensure that only deserving local beggars were permitted to operate within the parish boundaries and to curb the activities of able-bodied strolling vagrants who infested the streets and were a burden on the parish poor list. Badging was permitted under a 1772 poor relief act (11 & 12 Geo. III, c. 30) which empowered committees in every county and city of a county to badge beggars and construct workhouses (houses of industry) for the restraint and punishment of sturdy idlers. See industry, house of.


baile. (Ir.) Homeplace or townland preserved in placenames as Bally. Over 5,000 townland names in Ireland commence with Bally. See townland. (Hughes, ‘Town and baile’, pp. 244– 58.)


bailey. Walled courtyard or forecourt, generally rectangular in shape. See motte and bailey.


bailiff. 1: A senior manorial official who supervised the daily operation and functioning of the manor, including the keeping of surveys and account rolls 2: Bailiffs (Ballivi – always used in the plural form) were borough officials, second in rank to the mayor, who exercised judicial powers as magistrates in the civil courts. The title sheriff was later substituted for bailiff.


Balfour Acts. See Purchase of Land (Ireland) Act, 1891.


balister. 1: An archer 2: A crossbow archer.


balk (baulk). A narrow ridge of unploughed grassland dividing cultivated land in the openfield system.


ballastage. A toll paid for the right to remove ship’s ballast from the bed of a port.


Ballast Office. Precursor to the Dublin Port and Docks Board, the Ballast Office Committee was established by the Irish parliament (6 Anne, c. 20) in 1707 to effect improvements in Dublin harbour. The irregular taking on and throwing out of ballast had seriously disabled the port and reduced its capacity to receive larger vessels. It was generally acknowledged that a regulatory office was required to oversee the raising, furnishing and discharge of ballast. Several private initiatives were proposed but the corporation of Dublin successfully resisted these encroachments on its civic authority. When the corporation itself proposed a ballast office bill, the admiralty objected on the basis that this was an infringement of the lord high admiral’s rights. The bill passed the Irish parliament after the corporation acknowledged the admiralty’s authority and agreed an annual payment of 100 yards of best Holland duck (a strong linen cloth). In 1729 (3 Geo. II, c. 21) and again in 1785 (25 Geo. III, c. 64) the Irish parliament legislated for the cleansing of the ports, harbours and rivers of Cork, Galway, Sligo, Drogheda and Belfast and for the erection of ballast offices in each town. From 1786 the Ballast Committee Office was replaced by the Ballast Board which was tasked with cleansing and deepening the port and maintaining the harbour at Dún Laoire. Spoil dredged from ports was retained for use as ships’ ballast. In 1807 the Ballast Board was renamed the Dublin Port and Docks Board. (Falkiner, Illustrations, pp. 186–190.)


balliboe. Unit of spatial measurement in Tyrone, three of which made a quarter. As a quarter was estimated to contain about 240 acres, the balliboe amounted to about 80 acres and therefore was broadly similar to the tate of Fermanagh and Monaghan.


ballybetagh. (Ir., baile biataigh, the steading or farmstead of a biatach or betagh) A unit of land measurement comprising four quarters. A quarter was generally considered to contain about 240 acres, Irish measure, so that a ballybetagh may have amounted to about 1,000 Irish acres. Thirty ballybetaghs made a tricha-cét or cantred or barony.


Ballymote, Book of. A compilation written at Ballymote, Co. Sligo, largely the work of Solomon O’Droma and Manus Ó Duigenann. Consisting of 251 vellum leaves, it contains Lebor Gabála Érenn, chronological, genealogical and historical pieces in prose and verse relating to saints, remarkable Irishmen and important families. It also includes tracts on ogham alphabets, ancient history, the rights, privileges and tributes of the learned and ruling classes together with a Gaelic translation of the history of the Britons by Nennius. (Atkinson, Ballymote.)


‘the banker’. In the nineteenth century a pig raised for market to pay the rent. Also known as ‘the gentleman who pays the rent’.


bankruptcy court. During the eighteenth century cases of bankruptcy were dealt with by the issuing of individual commissions and this continued to be the case until 1836 when a permanent commissioner in bankruptcy (two from 1837) was appointed by the lord lieutenant. The commissioners in bankruptcy were barristers of ten years’ standing and removable only by an address to the crown from both houses of parliament. The court for the relief of insolvent debtors, established in 1821 and headed by similarly qualified barristers, was united with the commissioners in bankruptcy in 1857 to form the court of bankruptcy and insolvency. In 1872 this court was re-styled the court of bankruptcy. (McDowell, The Irish administration, pp. 109–110.)


Baptist church. The earliest Baptist congregations were established in Irish towns in the mid-seventeenth century by Cromwellian soldiers. The strength of their presence within the army was regarded as a threat to discipline and civil order for Baptists shared a belief in adult baptism with the sixteenth-century radical European Anabaptists, and, by extension, were often pejoratively so labelled. Numerically insignificant in the eighteenth century, Baptist numbers rose to over 7,000 by the turn of the twentieth century, aided by the evangelical revival of 1859. Today there are about fifty Baptist congregations in Ireland. Baptists believe that faith must precede baptism. Since baptism can only be valid after a profession of faith, they repudiate the practice of infant baptism. Organisationally, Baptists are congregationalists; they believe that the local congregation, under Christ, is the sole authority in matters of faith and worship. Local congregations are voluntarily associated with the Baptist Union of Ireland but remain autonomous. See Independents. (Greaves, God’s other children, pp. 25–7; Gribbon, ‘Irish Baptist Church’, pp. 183–191.)


Baptist Society. An avowedly proselytising body founded in London in 1814. The society was most active in Connacht where it set up schools and provided financial aid to other schools that agreed to abide by its rules. Preaching and teaching were conducted through the medium of the Irish language, accompanied by the usual distribution of bibles and religious tracts. (Rusling, ‘The schools’, pp. 429–42.)


baptizandi nomen. In Catholic baptismal registers, the baptismal name of the child.


baptus est/bapta est. He/she was baptised.


bar. In heraldry, two broad horizontal bands across the centre of an escutcheon.


barbican. An outer defensive tower or gate.


bardic schools. The early history of bardic schools remains unclear. In pre-Norman times lawyers, poets and historians were educated in church schools but there may also have been secular academies for poets. The picture is much clearer from the fourteenth century with frequent annalistic references to lay schools for poetry, law, medicine, history and music. Each school was presided over by an ollamh to whom students were apprenticed by fosterage agreements. Although books were used, the core of each discipline was transmitted by verse or prose and had to be learned by memory. Bardic schools flourished until the tide of patronage ebbed with the collapse of the Gaelic lordships in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. (de Blácam, Gaelic literature.)


Barebones Parliament. The temporary assembly devised by Oliver Cromwell to draft a constitution after the dissolution of the Rump in 1653.


bargain and sale. A form of conveyance created by the English Statute of Enrolments (1535) as an alternative to the cumbersome feoffment. Unlike the feoffment, the bargain and sale was valid without seisin. In other words, the vendor was not required to physically enter on the land to perform the ceremonial livery of seisin. It is recognisable because the action clause in the deed of conveyance reads ‘granted, alienated, bargained and sold’. The Irish Statute of Uses (10 Chas. I, c. 1, 1634), however, required the bargain and sale to be indented, sealed and enrolled within six months in one of the king’s courts of record. Many landowners disliked the public nature of this form of conveyance. A different form of conveyance, the lease and release – which emerged around 1600 – superseded the bargain and sale and provided a legally valid yet discreet instrument for land transactions.


bargain and sale, lease and release combined. Often drafted in a single conveyance, the combined ‘bargain and sale, lease and release’ was an attempt by conveyancers to circumvent some of the less satisfactory aspects of each individual form. First, the grantor bargained and sold a lease of his property for a peppercorn rent. Under the 1634 Statute of Uses the grantee was deemed to be in possession and therefore he did not have to enter the property to take possession. As the estate being conveyed was a lease there was no need to enrol it. Next, by deed of release the grantor conveyed his reversion to the grantee. See use, feoffment to.


bar haven. A harbour at the entrance to which lies a submerged sand-bank.


barmkin. An enclosure about a castle which served as a refuge for people and animals.


baronial police force. A precursor of the Royal Irish Constabulary, baronial policemen or ‘Barnies’ were introduced in 1773 and operated in rural areas in support of the magistrates, executing warrants, collecting revenues and preserving the peace. The baronial force was diminutive – it never exceeded a national complement of 600 men – and notoriously inefficient. Several attempts were made at reformation. In 1787 a police act (27 Geo. III, c. 42) permitted grand juries in disturbed areas to appoint 16 sub-constables for each barony under the supervision of a government-appointed chief constable. In 1792 a new baronial force was inaugurated but that proved incapable of dealing with the widespread agrarian unrest of the early nineteenth century and was replaced in 1814 by the peace preservation force. See Peace Preservation Act (1814), police. (Beames, Peasants, p. 157 passim; Boyle, ‘Police’, pp. 90–116; O’Sullivan, The Irish constabularies, pp. 11–12, 16; Palmer, Police.)


barony. An ancient division comprising a number of townlands which were thought to have been co-terminous with the tuath or multiples of the tricha-cét (pre-Norman territories occupied by the native Irish). Although some baronies are co-terminous with tuatha, the vast majority are not for there were 97 tuatha and 273 baronies. This suggests that many baronies were the creation of Anglo-Norman colonists. The barony corresponds roughly to the English hundred and was also known as a cantred. Baronies later became subdivisions of Irish counties when the country was shired and were widely used from the sixteenth century for administrative purposes. Both the Civil Survey (1654–6) and the Down Survey (1654–9) were conducted along baronial lines and county rates were paid to the grand jury on a baronial basis.


Barrack Board. See Board of Works.


barrel. In Ireland in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries the barrel was the predominant unit of measurement for agricultural produce rather than the bushel or quarter. With some exceptions it was in universal use throughout the country. The precise weight of a barrel differed from commodity to commodity. A barrel of wheat or rye weighed 20 stones, of oats 14 stones, of barley or bere 16 stones. The official weight of a barrel of potatoes was 20 stones but witnesses at the Devon Commission gave weights ranging from 20 to 24 stones. (Bourke, ‘Notes’, pp. 236–245.)


barrow. A tumulus or earthen mound raised over one or more prehistoric burials.


base court. Any lesser court, such as a manor court, that is not a court of record.


basinet, bascinet, bassenet. A skull-cap or helmet made of metal or some other hard material, sometimes pointed.


batter. A sloping wall, narrower at the top than at the bottom, designed to support a house or other building. Batters also served to protect fortifications from undermining.


battery. A number of artillery pieces assembled in one location for tactical reasons.


battle, trial by. Introduced into England and Ireland by the Normans, trial by battle originated in the belief that divine providence would ensure victory to the party in the right in any dispute. It was used to settle criminal, property and debt cases. Initially it was the litigants who fought, making litigation a risky business if the opposition was a skilful fighter. Later, champions were usually employed to fight on their behalf. Trial by battle was repudiated as a barbarity by the church and became obsolete by the 1300s although a case of trial by battle is recorded in the 1580s under Perrot. It was not finally abolished in England until 1819.


baudricke. A belt or girdle.


bawn. (Ir., bádhún, cattle fort) A fortified cattle enclosure, constructed to ward off the attacks of wolves or cattle-raiders.


beadle. A mace bearer, parish officer or constable. In the eighteenth century paid and uniformed beadles were employed by the Dublin house of industry to secure vagrants and sturdy beggars and bring them to the house. This duty was discharged at great peril to their own safety for the public sympathised with the beggars and seizures were frequently marked by riots. (Widdess, The Richmond, pp. 12–13.)


beaker folk. Early Bronze Age people (c. 2000 bc) who used a distinct type of flat-base pottery.


Beaufort, Daniel Augustus (1739–1821). A London-born Church of Ireland clergyman and scholar, Beaufort was a founding member and librarian of the Royal Irish Academy and was active in the Dublin Society. He was a farmer, an architect and a travel-writer but is remembered primarily for his cartographic work. In all, he produced only three maps: a small map of the country’s river systems (1792), a map of the diocese of Meath (1797) and his astonishing 6-inch ‘Ireland Civil and Ecclesiastical’ which appeared in 1792 and in numerous editions subsequently. (Andrews, Shapes, pp. 214–247.)


beehive hut. A beehive-shaped, stone building constructed of overlapping stone courses.


beer, small. A low alcohol beer which was also fed to children where the available water was impure and liable to sicken them.


beetle. 1: A wooden or metal tool used to pound potatoes for animal feed. Beetles were also used to wash clothes and to break flax before it was scutched 2: A beetling engine bearing a line of wooden beetles was used to pound linen to create a smooth, soft surface on the fabric.


bellcote, belcote. A belfry constructed like a small house in which the bells are hung.


Belmore Commission (1897–8). At the request of the commissioners of national education the Belmore Commission was established to investigate the possibility of expanding curricular provision in Irish primary schools which, largely because of the payment-by-results system, had become too dull and mechanistic. Belmore recommended a broader curriculum that would include practical work such as elementary science, drawing and physical drill. The revised curriculum of 1900, which granted greater organisational freedom to schools and incorporated more practical subjects, was heavily influenced by the commission. Its greatest achievement, however, was to undermine the payment-by-results system by declaring such a system to be incompatible with the provision of a rounded educational programme. From 1900 teaching performance was rated by observation and not by pupil examination. (Belmore; Akenson, Irish education, pp. 372– 75; Idem, ‘Pre-university’, pp. 534–5.)


benchers. The senior governing members of an inn of court. In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries the benchers of the Society of King’s Inns consisted of the lord chancellor, the judges, the master in chancery, the king’s counsel and the prothonotary of common pleas. See inns of court


bend. In heraldry, a broad bend from the dexter chief corner to the sinister base. The reverse is known as a bend sinister.


benefice. An ecclesiastical living. An Anglican clergyman usually held a single parish as his benefice but in many cases two or more parishes were formally united and held by a single individual. Unions were normally effected where the income from a single parish was insufficient to support a clergyman.


benefit of clergy. The exemption enjoyed by clergy from the jurisdiction of the civil courts in cases of capital felony. From the middle ages a clergyman charged with a felony before a secular court was required to plead his clergy whereupon (if successful) the case was transferred to the ecclesiastical courts. Proof of entitlement to benefit of clergy was determined by a test of the defendant’s ability to read the first verse of the fifty-first psalm. Thus literate laymen could plead their clergy because, being literate, they had the potential to be clergymen. Claims for benefit of clergy were not allowed for misdemeanours and in the eighteenth century were prohibited in cases of murder, larceny and house-breaking. Benefit of clergy was rescinded piecemeal in the eighteenth century and abolished outright in the nineteenth (9 Geo. IV, c. 54, 1828).


bent grass. A shore grass which binds sand and prevents drifting. Bent or Marram grass was formerly employed for a variety of domestic purposes. As thatching material marram was not long-lasting and required regular maintenance. Lengths of braided marram stitched together were used as ceiling material to prevent soot and other small bits of roof debris falling on members of the household as they slept. More commonly marram matting did service as carpeting.


bere (also bare, bear). Coarse barley.


besant. A silver coin used in the middle ages worth between one and two shillings.


Bessborough Commission (1880). A royal commission under the chairmanship of the earl of Bessborough tasked with investigating the working of Gladstone’s flawed Landlord and Tenant (Ireland) Act (1870). Gladstone’s act had introduced a tenant-purchase scheme, legalised tenant-right wherever it existed and provided for compensation for improvements or disturbance. Bessborough’s key recommendation, the concession of fair rent, free sale and fixity of tenure – led to the enactment of the 1881 Land Law (Ireland) Act which gave statutory recognition to the ‘Three F’s’. (Bessborough.)


betagh. (L., betagius, Ir., biatach, provider of food) 1: Serf, servile tenant on a manor, the lowest social group in the economy of Anglo-Norman Ireland. These were the most numerous group within a manor’s population. They were bondsmen, almost invariably Irish and were similar to the unfree villeins of medieval England. They were unable to seek redress in the king’s courts except through their lord and usually lived in a nucleated settlement some distance from the manor. See advowry 2: The Gaelic law texts describe betaghs as base clients who contracted to provide the lord with food-rent, winter hospitality (cuddy), manual labour and military service in return for an advance of livestock or land. The contractual nature of the relationship meant that the betagh could withdraw from the agreement provided he returned the lord’s advance with deductions for the services he had already supplied. Thus the liberty of the betagh in the Gaelic system was not as circumscribed as that of the betagh on a Norman manor. (Mac Niocaill, ‘Origins’, pp. 292–8.)


Betham, Sir William (1779–1853). Sir William Betham, Ulster king of arms, supervised the construction of an alphabetical index to wills proved in the prerogative court, produced brief genealogical abstracts (over 37,000) of most of the wills that pre-dated 1800 and extracted outline pedigrees from them. Betham’s industry assumed enormous importance with the large-scale destruction of original testamentary material in the Public Record Office (now National Archives) in 1922. His original notebooks were acquired by the Public Record Office with the exception of volumes of pedigrees which can be seen at the Genealogical Office. (Phair, ‘Sir William Betham’, pp. 1–99; Guide to the Genealogical Office.)


bettimore. (Ir., beiteáil) The paring and burning of sods in marginal areas to increase the fertility of the soil. This practice resulted in temporary improvements in yield but the land quickly returned to infertility. See paring and burning.


bill. See civil bill.


birnie, byrnie. An early version of the chain mail shirt, forerunner to the hauberk.


Birrell’s Act (1909). See Irish Land Act (1909).


Births, Deaths and Marriages, Registry of. Although non-Catholic marriages were registered by the state from 1845, official registration of all births, deaths and marriages for the entire population began in 1864 with the establishment of the Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages (26 & 27 Vict., c. 11). Births, deaths and marriages were registered in the dispensary district of the poor law union in which they occurred, the registrar usually being the medical officer for the district. A superintendent registrar gathered in the returns for the entire union and these were collated and indexed at the General Register Office in Dublin. Only the master indexes are available for public scrutiny at the General Register Office. A small payment is made for a copy of the full entry. (Kinealy, Tracing, pp. 13–16.)


black oath. An oath imposed on all Presbyterians in Ulster in 1639 by Lord Deputy Wentworth requiring them to abjure the Solemn League and Covenant and swear allegiance to Charles I.


Black Rod. Chief usher of the house of lords, so called after the ebony rod carried as symbol of his office. Black Rod’s function was to keep order within the house, a role not dissimilar to that performed by Sergeant-at-Arms in the commons. At the opening of parliament he was dispatched (as he is today at Westminster) to summon the members of the commons to the house of lords for the opening address.


blackrent. Rent or tribute illegally extorted most commonly by Gaelic chiefs on English marchers in return for protection or agreement to desist from plunder.


blazon. 1: In heraldry, a shield 2: A verbal description of heraldic arms.


Blood’s Conspiracy (1663). The plot conceived by disgruntled Protestants (including at least seven members of parliament) to seize Dublin Castle and ignite an uprising throughout the country. The source of their disaffection lay in the Act of Settlement (1662) which provided for the restoration to their former estates of Catholics innocent of complicity in the 1641 rebellion. Alarmed at the numbers being restored by the court of claims and fearing the loss of their own newly-acquired estates, the conspirators, led by Thomas Blood, assembled in Dublin in March 1663. The administration appears to have been forewarned of the plan which fizzled out when an innkeeper’s wife became suspicious of the gathering in Thomas Street. A small number were executed and the parliamentarians were expelled from the house of commons. Blood’s later lack of success as an assassin (the Duke of Ormond, 1670) and as a jewel thief (the crown jewels, 1671) appear not to have damaged him in the eyes of the crown. The pardon and grant of land he received from Charles II fuelled suspicions that he had been a spy for many years.


blimp. An airship. The term derives from its designation as type B-limp dirigible. Blimps were employed along Ireland’s east coast from 1918 as anti-submarine escorts for cross-channel shipping.


blue books. The official British parliamentary papers which include house of commons sessional papers, select committee reports and royal commissions, so called because so many of them, particularly the larger ones, were bound in dark blue covers. Many, in fact, were bound in buff.


bluesay. A light, delicate woollen or serge cloth. Also known as ‘say’.


bó-aire. (Ir., cow nobleman?) 1: A prosperous farmer. 2: The head of a creaght.


Board of Works (1831). The Board of Works was constituted out of an eighteenth century institution, ‘the Barrack Board and Board of Works’, whose military division was responsible for quartering the army in Ireland. It also had a civil division which maintained Dublin Castle, the Viceregal Lodge and the Four Courts. In the early years of the nineteenth century public money under the supervision of the lord lieutenant was voted for the improvement of inland navigation, fisheries and public works such as roads or bridges and to provide employment during periods of hardship. See Inland Navigation, Directors General of. From 1831 the new Board of Works, staffed with a national inspectorate of engineers, retained these functions but was also given the remit to oversee relief works, drainage, and to maintain public buildings, ports and harbours. The board supplied the majority of members and influenced the conclusions of many committees and commissions established to consider the state’s role in infrastructural development. In turn it was charged with the regulation of land use and granted the power to levy those who benefited from drainage schemes. By 1845 it had spent over £1 million in grants and loans. During the famine the board supervised massive public works schemes, employing in excess of 600,000 people daily on road construction and drainage in the winter of 1846–7. These works were shut down when soup kitchens were opened to relieve the distressed who, in any case, were often too debilitated to work on the roads. Under the 1870 Landlord and Tenant Act the Board of Works was mandated a role in Gladstone’s tenant-purchase scheme, providing loans of up to two-thirds of the price of the holding conditional upon the payment over 35 years of the sale price plus an annuity of 5%. In 1881 the tenant-purchase scheme was transferred to the Irish Land Commission. Late in the nineteenth century the Board of Works loaned money for the construction of farm buildings and labourers’ cottages and for land improvement. It arbitrated between landlords and the railway companies over the acquisition of land for tracks, was responsible for the maintenance of national monuments and constructed harbours and piers. The Board of Works was re-styled the Office of Public Works after the establishment of the Irish Free State in 1922. (Griffith, The Irish board; Lohan, Guide to the archives; McParland, Public architecture.)


bobbin. Tightly-bound twists of straw arranged in a decorative row along the ridge of a thatched roof.


bog. Irish bogs are broadly classified as either raised bogs or blanket bogs. Raised bogs developed in lowland areas and are raised above the level of the surrounding countryside. They were formed between 7,000 and 10,000 years ago as a result of fen growth on the periphery of post-glacial lakes, through silting and the accumulated deposition of debris from water-living plants. As the fen expanded the lakes gradually shrank and a layer of peat was built up. Sphagnum moss, which thrives on the small amounts of nutrients in peaty soils and rainwater, colonised the surface of the peat in hummocks thus creating a raised effect. Blanket bogs, which appeared about 5,000 years ago largely in upland areas in the west, are believed to have formed because of a deterioration in climate, the clearance of woods and agricultural activity. The impact of natural forces and human intervention resulted in leaching and the creation of a layer of iron pan just below the soil surface. This impeded drainage and the resultant waterlogging encouraged an invasion by rushes, the creation of peat and, later, colonisation by sphagnum moss. Continued waterlogging triggered the spread of the bog so that, in time, wide areas of land were blanketed in a layer of peat. (Mitchell, The Shell guide, pp. 122–29.)


bonaght. See buannacht.


bona notabilia. In testamentary matters, the case of a person who died possessing goods to the value of £5 or more in a second diocese. In such cases jurisdiction lay not with the diocesan consistorial court but with the prerogative court of the archbishop of Armagh.


bondsmen. Unfree tenants such as villeins, serfs or betaghs.


bonnyclabber. (Ir., bainne clabair) Sour, curdled milk which constituted part of the native Irish diet. It was made by adding rennet from the stomach of a calf to milk, causing it to coagulate.


booley. (Ir., buaile, a temporary milking place) An enclosure on the summer pasture lands where cattle were milked. Also known as a shieling or bothy. Booley, bothy or shieling huts were constructed to accommodate the herdsmen and women who accompanied the herds. Booleying (transhumance) was a feature of the rundale system.


boon work. Unpaid manorial labour service such as ploughing or harvesting owed to the lord by tenants.


bord alexander. A kind of striped silk fabric used for altar cloths and vestments.


bordure. In heraldry, a border round an escutcheon. A bordure is a mark of cadency (descent of a younger or cadet branch from the main family line) or, anciently, a mark of bastardy.


borers. Narrow flint flakes, chipped on one or both edges and brought to a sharp point, probably serving to make stitch-holes in leather.


borough. A town conferred with corporation status by a royal charter which also guaranteed the right to self-government. Prior to 1603 they numbered 55 in Ireland. James I enfranchised a further 46 to further the programme of plantation and to secure a Protestant parliamentary majority. Between them Charles I and Charles II added a further 16. The importance of the boroughs lay not in the civic duties they performed – which beyond providing the senior officials in the quarter-sessions, small debt and misdemeanour courts were negligible – but in their role in the election of members of parliament. From the seventeenth century 117 boroughs sent 234 MPs to an Irish house of commons composed of 300 members, thereby giving rise to the comment that the Irish legislature was a ‘borough parliament’.


Many boroughs were tiny insignificant places, with few or no inhabitants. Harristown, Co. Kildare, for example, had no houses. Others were large and heavily populated but, as McCracken observes, size was irrelevant. It was the nature of the franchise that mattered. A large town like Belfast whose parliamentary representation was determined solely by a corporation of about one dozen burgesses was just as rotten as Harristown. The elective procedure by which members were sent to parliament varied considerably. In the eight county boroughs the electorate included the members of the corporation, the (often non-resident) freemen and the (largely fictitious) forty-shilling freeholders. In the 12 ‘potwalloping’ boroughs the franchise was vested in £5 householders (including Catholics from 1793) who had resided in the constituency for six months (one year from 1782). Tightly controlled by their manorial lord, a tiny electorate of Protestant freeholders and resident householders sent 12 members to parliament from six manor boroughs. Each of the remaining 91 boroughs, Londonderry excepted, was controlled by a patron or patrons. The 55 corporation boroughs contained no freemen and the electorate comprised 12 or 13 burgesses. In the 36 freeman boroughs the freemen as well as the members of the corporation voted.


Catholics were excluded from borough membership by law from 1691 and the franchise remained exclusively Protestant until 1793. Protestant dissenters retained the franchise and could sit in parliament but were denied membership of the boroughs between 1704 and 1780 by the provisions of the Test Act. The Act of Union severely curbed the elective power of the boroughs, only 33 of which survived with that right intact. By drastically altering the weighting of Irish representation from the boroughs to the counties, the union also paved the way for the Catholic vote to become effective. Nevertheless, the corporations remained exclusively Anglican until the reforms of 1840. See franchise, freeman, Municipal Corporations Reform Act (1840), Newtown Act, rotten borough.


bote. Literally, compensation, bote was the right of a tenant to procure timber from the manorial woods for a variety of purposes. It was often incorporated into leases. See cartbote, estovers, haybote, houbote and ploughbote.


bothach. (Ir., both, a hut) A cottier. The Gaelic equivalent of a villein or unfree tenant.


bothy. (Ir., both, a hut) A rough dwelling or hut on the summer pasture lands, also known as a booley-hut.


‘bottle riot’. Orange resentment at prohibitions on 12 July demonstrations and the October dressing of King William’s statue lay behind the hissing and abuse visited on Arthur Wellesley, the viceroy, when he attended a performance of She Stoops to Conquer in the New Theatre Royal in Dublin in December 1822. During the performance a number of objects, including a bottle, were thrown at the viceregal box inducing Wellesley to believe that a conspiracy to murder him was afoot. The miscreants were apprehended and arraigned on a conspiracy charge rather than for riotous behaviour but the Orange grand jury of Dublin threw it out. Wellesley clearly overreacted to the ‘bottle riot’ but the episode effectively ended Williamite demonstrations in Dublin. (O’Ferrall, Catholic emancipation, pp. 13–15.)


bouchot. (Fr.) A method of mussel culture consisting of a series of upright poles in the sea on which mussel spat settles and matures.


boulder burial. A burial site consisting of a large boulder supported by a number of smaller stones. A shallow pit containing cremated remains lies beneath.


boundary cross. A map symbol used by early cartographers to denote the junction of three properties.


box bed. A canopied bed with closed sides and sometimes hinged doors.


boycott. The practice of isolating and ostracising any tenant who took over the holding of an evicted tenant, so called after Captain Hugh Cunningham Boycott, agent to the earl of Erne in Co. Mayo from 1873, who clashed with the Land League in 1880 and whose name became a synonym for social isolation. The principle of the boycott, the eschewing of all social and economic contact with anyone who transgressed a particular code, had been employed in the 1790s by the Rightboys and in the 1820s by supporters of Catholic emancipation.


Boyne Societies. Early eighteenth-century, semi-secret Protestant defence and social clubs, initially composed of Williamite veterans, which operated in areas of strong Protestant settlement and together with the posse comitatus functioned as an unofficial local defence network until 1715 when a county militia was regularised. Boyne societies with their grades, rituals, passwords and signs were, to all intents and purposes, an Orange freemasonry. Their recognition signals derived from incidents associated with the Williamite War and society ceremonies were heavily influenced by Old Testament stories such as the Exodus, the Red Sea crossing and the wandering in the desert. The Orange Order was formed in imitation of the Boyne Societies. (Haddick-Flynn, Orangeism, pp. 100–107.)


brace. A cross-beam supporting the chimney-breast or canopy.


bread and ale, assize of. An ordinance defining the quantity and quality of bread and ale within a liberty. Short measures or deficiency in quality rendered the vendor liable to fines.


breakens. (Ir., breacán) A plaid.


Brehon law. (Ir., breith, a judgement) The complex Gaelic legal system which survived into the seventeenth century. It was rooted in ancient Celtic law and leavened with borrowings from canon law after the island was Christianised. The principal law tracts derive from the seventh century and were produced in Brehon ‘law schools’. Although they claimed to express the laws of Ireland, the tribalised nature of Irish society ensured that interpretation varied regionally. Brehon law was characteristically local and private – unlike English common law which was supported and diffused by a centralised administrative authority – but, like all legal systems, it was conservative, protected the status quo and favoured those with high social standing. Gaelic society was divided into the free (sóer) and the unfree (dóer) which corresponded to nobles, men of learning and craftsmen on the one hand and serfs on the other. Compensation was the chief means of righting a wrong and the level of compensation was determined by social standing and the possession of property. Disputes were arbitrated by brehons on the basis of equity and precedence, pledges having first been taken from both parties to ensure that the arbitration would be accepted. Contract rather than tenure was the basis of Brehon property law and contracts were accompanied by sureties as a guarantee that contractual obligations would be fulfilled. The local administration of Brehon law was a matter for the wider kin group, the derbfine, to which certain rights and obligations were attached. The kin group, for example, was liable for the compensation payments of a defaulting family member as it was for exacting compensation if one of its members was slain or unable to prosecute in his own right. Land owned by the kin group was divided partibly among the male heirs or devolved as a life estate to the daughters where the male line failed. Subsequently, however, it reverted to the kin group. See éiric, kincogish, tánaiste, tanistry. (Kelly, A guide.)


bressumer. A brace or horizontal beam spanning a large opening and supporting the upper wall.


bretasche. A temporary wooden gallery (brattice) mounted on the battlements of a castle as an additional defence during a siege. The term is also used to refer to the wooden towerhouse erected atop a motte. See motte and bailey.


Breteuil, law of. A set of privileges named after the Norman town of Breteuil where it first emerged as a custom. Its principal features included the granting of burgage holdings at a fixed annual rent of one shilling, freedom of alienation of burgages, a low fixed fine for all but the gravest offences, the limitation of the period for which the lord might have credit, the right of burgesses to own their own hundred court and to enjoy a share in common fields. The lord could exact neither wardship nor marriage and restrictions were placed on the duration of imprisonment of burgesses. Such privileges were usually offered as enticements to lure settlers to Ireland.


bridewell. Originally the name of a sixteenth-century London prison, the term came to describe a prison, a prison for vagrants or a house of correction.


Bright clauses. Provisions in Gladstone’s Landlord and Tenant Act (1870) which enabled tenants to purchase their holdings in the Landed Estates Court with the assistance of an advance of two-thirds of the purchase price from the Board of Works. The loan was to be repaid over 35 years at 5%. The scheme was conceived by John Bright who had prompted similar provisions in the earlier Irish Church Act (1869).


British Relief Association. A philanthropic society founded in January 1847 to relieve distress in remote areas of Ireland and Scotland. About £470,000 was raised in England, America and Australia, a considerable portion of which derived from subscribers responding to the issuing of a ‘Queen’s Letter’ in which Queen Victoria appealed for aid for Ireland. Victoria herself contributed £2,000. Unlike the Quakers, the British Relief Association did not establish an administrative structure in Ireland to disburse aid. It chose to channel its funds through the British treasury which loaned and granted money to the most distressed unions. Count Strzelecki, the association’s Irish agent, clashed with Charles Trevelyan, the treasury secretary, over the manner in which the money was distributed but succeeded in diverting only a small proportion of the funds towards feeding needy schoolchildren in the west. Trevelyan’s control over the destination of aid was unfortunate in that he was able to apply it for purposes that would otherwise have required exchequer funding. By autumn 1848 – when the need for relief was increasing – the association’s funds were all but exhausted and it began to wind up its Irish operation. As well as feeding schoolchildren, the British Relief Association aided 22 distressed unions and part-aided a further 25. (Kinealy, This great calamity, pp. 161–2 passim.)

OEBPS/Images/front_003.jpg
PRESS

T






OEBPS/Images/9781856354233.jpg





OEBPS/Images/front_006.jpg





OEBPS/Images/front_004.jpg





OEBPS/Images/ByrnesDictionaryEbookFrontis.jpg
BYrNE’s DicTIONARY
of Irisu LLocaL
HisToRry

from earliest times to ¢.1900

Joseph Byrne

MERCIER PRESS

IRISH PUBLISHER -~ [RISH STORY






OEBPS/Images/front_005.jpg





