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To Mum, who kept her books for me
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Sometime we see a cloud that’s dragonish,


A vapour sometime like a bear or lion,


A towered citadel, a pendent rock,


A forkèd mountain, or blue promontory


With trees upon’t that nod unto the world


And mock our eyes with air.


Antony and Cleopatra, Act 4, Scene 14
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Introduction



It’s morning and as you drift up from sleep you linger for a moment, half-submerged inside a dream. This is the liminal space that Emma Simon’s poems occupy. Objects are animate. Time is tangible. Days can be plaited like braids, dismantled like tractors or flown like kites. If you tune your ears correctly, voices rise from unusual places: cockroaches, trees, tennis rackets, even the electronic scales speak a language of loss. These are not fanciful illusions, but dangerously real. Just as dreams reflect and comment upon our everyday lives, these poems weave their worlds from ordinary images, re-appropriated. Halos are looped through the wallpaper. Smiles run in the rain. Dragonish reminds us to squint our eyes and look again, to see life as it surreally is. You’re at home, you recognise these walls and yet something is different, untethered… there was a dragon in your dream… and now there is ash in the air…


Caroline Bird


FEBRUARY 2017
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