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It’s All About the Process

To prepare for this issue, the

WCI

team carved our very

first spoons together. As we edited articles, we also spent

time down in the workshop, making a mess and catching

up in a way we wouldn’t have otherwise. Sometimes,

even for editors, working at a computer doesn’t suffice;

you have to experience something firsthand to really

get it. And in the end, even if your spoon is stubby and

asymmetrical like mine, that’s okay; the process, that act

of carving slowly with other people, was the point. The finished

product is a bonus.

But don’t just take it from us; spoon carver and author Emmet

Van Driesche explains on page 87 how spoon carving is a practice,

not to be rushed but to be enjoyed. Then, hear from Aspen

Golann, whose organization, The Chairmaker's Toolbox, provides

education, tools, and mentorship to fledgling furniture makers

(page 71). Like many worthwhile acts, mentoring is like watering

crops you may never harvest yourself; you must trust the growing

process, knowing you are but a small part of it.

Wherever you are in

your

process, we’ve made sure to include

plenty of projects you’ll enjoy. Beginners can learn basic shaping

and detailing on a trio of fun Easter eggs by David Young (page



43), and then follow along with Pete Zanauskas to craft a herd

of simple relief elephants (page 81). Intermediate carvers can

give those pachyderms a fright by graduating to an in-the-round

mouse by Steve Kulp (page 34). (He suggests leaving them around

your workplace to scare coworkers, but you didn’t hear that from

us.) Once you’re comfortable carving small, try a person with a

few extra details: Floyd Rhadigan’s gardening granny, who might

just remind you of someone (page 31).

If you’re further along in your carving journey, apply your

skills to a dramatic relief that blends hand and power carving—

a Randall Stoner special (page 65). Then, dive into part 1 of our

cover project, an astoundingly realistic bluebird by Randy Conner

(page 23); for those who can’t wait for part 2, we’ve included a

cheat sheet for painting at the end of the article.

Lastly, don’t forget to check out our web extras, which include

an acanthus spoon project by Dave Western. Whether it’s your

first utensil or your 1,000

th

, we hope you enjoy the ride.

Happy carving!

Kaylee Schofield, Editor

schofield@foxchapelpublishing.com
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While we cannot impose safety standards in every article, we do ask that you make
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your body with the proper safety equipment and prudent precautions.

Read manuals supplied
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Be aware most accidents occur when you are tired or distracted.
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doubt, seek advice from professionals on how to keep your tools sharp and maintained.
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This Calls For Balloons

I have always admired

Miroslaw Czeladka’s work

and decided to carve his

“Gnome with Balloons”

from issue #98. Thanks for

publishing his project and for

all you do for woodcarvers.

Roger Beane

Oskaloosa, Iowa

A Good Egg

I love

Woodcarving

Illustrated

and always find

useful tips and project

ideas in each issue. Edgar

Shrum’s “Boisterous

Bunny” from issue #98

was a favorite. Since I live

in a retirement apartment,

I don’t have power tools

to cut blanks. I thought

the bunny would fit nicely

in a basswood egg, so I

adjusted the pattern to fit.

Kathy Vonderahe

Evansville, Ind.

Barking Up the

Right Tree

After making my

fourth cottonwood

bark house, I decided

to enter it into the

spring 2019 Capital

Woodcarvers

Association Show in

Sacramento, Calif.

It won first place

in its category and

was chosen as Best

of Show!

Ron Kremer

Sacramento, Calif.

Why So Serious?

I was happy to see David Young’s “Tiny Carved Gnomes” in

the summer issue (#99), as he is one of the first carvers I found

on Instagram when I started a few months ago. I thought

the color scheme I chose looked like The Joker from the DC

Comics, so I heavily drybrushed the beard with white and

added a smile.

Brian Doty

Merced, Calif.

Getting the Ball Rolling

I got into woodcarving through watching YouTube

videos. Since I always want to learn new things, I

tried my hand at carving golf balls. I enjoyed carving

them and hope to continue to refine my skills!

Ashley Cole

Springwater, Ontario

Micah’s Comfort Bird

My 11-year-old neighbor, Micah, has always

been intrigued by my fiddling attempts at

carving. When my wife gave me a more powerful

Dremel

®

tool for my 88th birthday, I gave Micah

my old one and cut him some rough outs of

comfort birds that were featured in issue #97.

His happiness in joining the ranks of carvers

clearly shows.

Hugh Watts

Glendale, Calif.

Barking Up the

Right Tree

After making my

fourth cottonwood

bark house, I decided

to enter it into the

spring 2019 Capital

Woodcarvers

Association Show in

Sacramento, Calif.

It won first place

in its category and

was chosen as Best

of Show!

bark house, I decided

Ron Kremer

Sacramento, Calif.

Getting the Ball Rolling

I got into woodcarving through watching YouTube

videos. Since I always want to learn new things, I

tried my hand at carving golf balls. I enjoyed carving

them and hope to continue to refine my skills!

Ashley Cole

publishing his project and for

Roger Beane

Oskaloosa, Iowa

letters

to the editor





[image: image]

SHOP NOW AT KUTZALL.COM
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Saved from

the Scrap Bin

I decided to carve

a lily out of scrap

cherry wood. The

lily has found a nice

but ironic home

above my fireplace,

as I usually use my

scraps as firewood.

Michael Schiller

Stuttgart, Germany

A Home for Trolls

I saw Betty Padden’s

tree stand in issue #85

and decided it would

pair perfectly with my

homemade Christmas

tree, which I made from

clear pine. I carved the

tree stand from scrap

pieces of Douglas fir and

incorporated Norwegian

folklore elements. They

go great with my wife’s

Norwegian ornaments

and our Henning

troll carvings.

Gary Webers

Sheboygan Falls, Wis.

Evolution of a Carver

I began carving in the late 1960s during my time in

the Royal Air Force (RAF). At first, I carved small

wooden dishes, and then animals and Welsh love

spoons. In the 1980s, While based in Germany, I carved

my first Nativity scene in yew—not an easy

wood to work with. Since then, I have

carved many similar scenes. One of

my recent Nativity carvings was a

pregnant Mary with a Joseph and

donkey, which I was asked to make for

storytelling in schools.

Robert Knotts

Saddleworth,

England

Personalize It!

Every year I make a new ornament for

my three daughters. I really enjoyed

Dwayne Gosnell’s “Personalized

Ribbon Ornament” in issue #97 and

decided to try those this year. I made

two; one was the original design and

the other had its eyes closed.

Jeff Graves

Camano Island, Wash

.

A Home for Trolls

I saw Betty Padden’s

tree stand in issue #85

and decided it would

pair perfectly with my

homemade Christmas

tree, which I made from

clear pine. I carved the

tree stand from scrap

pieces of Douglas fir and

incorporated Norwegian

folklore elements. They

go great with my wife’s

Norwegian ornaments

troll carvings.

my first Nativity scene in yew—not an easy

wood to work with. Since then, I have

carved many similar scenes. One of

my recent Nativity carvings was a

pregnant Mary with a Joseph and

donkey, which I was asked to make for

storytelling in schools.

In Service of Nature

These trees are inspired by the

mountains of Colorado, and

no two are exactly alike. I am a

Sergeant First Class in the United

States Army, currently stationed

at Fort Carson, Colo. I carve when

I can, and I enjoy making things

inspired by nature. These trees

are carved out of basswood, and

I burned parts of them slightly

for contrast.

Richard Keiper

Fountain, Colo.

We love hearing about the carvings that

readers like you create! If you tried your hand

at one of our projects, or put your own spin

on an existing design, send us an email at


editors@woodcarvingillustrated.com. Please

include your name, where you live, high-res

photos, and a brief description of the piece.
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coming

features

Look for these projects in

an upcoming issue!

Create a stylized,

multi-colored

dinosaur.

Find the

Fox Hunt

winners

on Page 95!

With a wheeled peg leg, this

pirate really gets around.

Folks around the world have long developed

greenwoodworking skills to make everything

from their kitchen utensils to their homes,

relying on simple hand tools.

Join us at the Folk School in 2023 for one of

our many greenwoodcarving classes.

Greenwood Carving

folkschool.org/wci

03/19/2023

Greenwood Spoon Carving: Next Level Techniques

05/07/2023

Greenwood Spoon and Bowl Carving

06/04/2023

Greenwood Eating and Cooking Spoons

07/02/2023

Wooden Utensil Kits

07/09/2023

Greenwood Carving for All

08/13/2023

From Spoon to Relief

UPCOMING CLASSES INCLUDE:

Carve a super sweet

honeybee relief.

With a wheeled peg leg, this

pirate really gets around.
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Carol MacNeil

Uxbridge, Ontario

While many carvers manipulate a block of raw material to create their

desired subject, Carol MacNeil lets the wood do the talking. “I become

incredibly focused on the natural elements of the wood—the shape, grain,

colors, and texture—and the world slips away,” she said. Since she lives

near a lake, she often hunts for driftwood to turn into animal carvings

and jewelry. To see more of Carol’s work, visit shamhailartistry.com.

Vasyl Bevz

Fort Worth, Texas

After participating in a carpentry workshop,

Vasyl Bevz left his job as a professional driver

to become a full-time woodcarver. Vasyl’s

pieces range from Victorian ornamental

furniture to religious masterpieces (he is

currently working on a piece modeled after

King David for a temple in Jerusalem). “The

image of the future product will come to

you—all you need is a little imagination,”

he said. Vasyl moved from his hometown of

Kiev, Ukraine, to the U.S. to collaborate with

fellow woodcarver Brent Hull. To see more of

Vasyl’s work, email him at tmbevz@ukr.net,

or visit hullworks.com.

Vicky Cyr

Edmundston, New Brunswick

Vicky Cyr’s carved screen doors began with a moose door

she made for a family friend who enjoyed hunting. After

completing that first door, Vicky decided to start carving

screen doors based on what people enjoy most, ranging from

nature scenes to beloved pets. “I always follow my gut when

designing a door, and sometimes the design stage takes

longer than the actual carving,” she said. See more of Vicky’s

work on Facebook at WILD Screen Doors by Vicki.

artists

to watch

Share Your Latest Work!

Send a slide, professional print, or

digital image (300 dpi minimum)

with 100 words about you and your

piece. Include your hometown, the

name of the pattern maker, and a list

of wood and materials used. Send

to Artists to Watch,

Woodcarving

Illustrated

, 903 Square Street,

Mount Joy, PA 17552, or email


editors@woodcarvingillustrated.com.

While many carvers manipulate a block of raw material to create their

desired subject, Carol MacNeil lets the wood do the talking. “I become

incredibly focused on the natural elements of the wood—the shape, grain,

colors, and texture—and the world slips away,” she said. Since she lives

near a lake, she often hunts for driftwood to turn into animal carvings

and jewelry. To see more of Carol’s work, visit shamhailartistry.com.





[image: image]

woodcarvingillustrated.com

11

Discover Inspiration, Techniques & Tutorials in Every Issue!

SEND NO MONEY NOW–WE’LL BILL YOU LATER!

Yes!

Rush my FREE issue of

Wildfowl Carving Magazine

and enter my subscription. If I love it,

I’ll simply pay the invoice for $39.95* USD for a one year subscription (3 more issues for a total of 4).

In the unlikely event that I’m not satisfied, I’ll return the invoice marked “cancel” and owe

absolutely nothing.

Cut out (or copy) this special coupon and mail to:

Wildfowl Carving Magazine Subscription Department

PO Box 2263

Williamsport, PA 17703-2263

WC118

First Name

Postal Address

Email Address

*Canadian subscribers add $4/year for S&H + taxes. Please allow 6–8 weeks for delivery of the first issue.

City

State/Province

Zip/Postal Code

Last Name

Limited-Time Offer! Claim Your FREE Copy

of

Wildfowl Carving Magazine!

Great News!

You’ve been selected to receive a

of

Wildfowl Carving Magazine!

Claim your FREE Trial Issue Today!

Call us toll-free for your free issue at (877) 762-8034
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e TOKYO 142-0064 JAPAN
TOKYO AYTOM#CH CO ., LTD. .. 81-3.5700-0552

WEBSITE: Www.automach.com/pages/frame10/index-e.html E-mail: a@automach.com
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