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Introduction


This book isn’t an account of the 1916 Easter Rising as a whole – it’s not even a detailed record of a single garrison. Instead it’s a tightly focused look at events as they happened to two individuals who were deeply involved in the rebellion, but on different sides – an Irish Volunteer in Jacob’s factory and a British soldier in Dublin’s city centre.


In their own way, both Seosamh de Brún and Samuel H. Lomas were quite ordinary men, living unspectacular lives. In April 1916, one was thirty-two years old and the other thirty-six, with the potential for many more ordinary years ahead of them. But during that month both men found themselves in action on the streets of Dublin, taking part on opposing sides of Ireland’s Easter rebellion. Before the month was over, both underwent life-changing experiences, and one had no idea that he had less than a year to live, before dying on a battlefield in France. Up to that point though, there’s still nothing particularly unusual or outstanding about their stories – after all, large numbers of men shared the fighting on Dublin’s streets in 1916.


What sets these two men apart for later generations is what they did during the rebellion’s quiet moments – they both kept personal diaries, recording for themselves (and fortunately for posterity) the sights they saw and the actions they experienced.


There are of course other diaries available which were written by British soldiers during the Rising, but until now Company Sergeant Major Lomas’ account has only been available via London’s National Army Museum. Like many diaries written during major historical upheavals, it’s an account filled with both the fascinating and the humdrum – from ‘Had dinner and a short rest’ to the fact that Tom Clarke required ‘a bullet from the officer to complete the business’.


Volunteer Seosamh de Brún’s diary, on the other hand, is unique among accounts of the Easter Rising – it’s the only known diary kept by an ordinary Volunteer under fire. Naturally it too contains the fascinating and the humdrum, but along the way it reveals what an ‘ordinary’ rebel was experiencing during Easter Week – not only do we get a first-hand, unadulterated version of the events and the history he was part of, but we also get a glimpse into the mindset of a Volunteer who ‘did not expect to be involved in Revolution at least so suddenly’. And because he kept the diary from late 1915, we even come to know something of de Brún’s circumstances in the months before the Rising – not just the hard times he was going through, with a drastic shortage of work and wages, but also the problems he was having within his company of Volunteers: ‘B. Coy. Coldness. The limit reached. Left early.’


Despite his personal difficulties, and an apparent disillusionment with the Volunteer organisation, de Brún responded immediately and enthusiastically to the rebel mobilisation on Monday 24 April: ‘We believe we are going to make a sacrifice. We offer it to god & our country.’ Later in the week he was one of just fourteen Volunteers who left Jacob’s on bicycle to try to relieve the pressure on Éamon de Valera’s position near Mount Street – one man was fatally wounded, and de Brún, on his return, opened his diary and wrote: ‘I did not think I would return.’


Thirty-three years later, de Brún wrote again of his rebellion experiences when he gave a statement to the Bureau of Military History in 1949. By then he had the luxury of taking time to consider and even compose his recollections – his statement is reproduced in full here, and provides a fascinating comparison to the small scribbled notes written in a tiny pocket diary all those years earlier.


Now, of course, Seosamh de Brún’s diary is almost 100 years old, and it’s a privilege to be able to finally share it with the public before it reaches its own centenary. I first wrote about the 1916 Rising in 1999, and back then I said: ‘… in a matter of months from now, the Easter Rising will be viewed through a new lens … it will become something that happened “last century”. Inevitably, people’s perception … will alter simply because of the change in date …’.1 Perceptions may indeed have altered, but thankfully time has shown that the public’s interest in this momentous event in Ireland’s history hasn’t diminished, and an encouraging number of books and new research into the rebellion have continued to be produced. Now another potential shift in perception is fast approaching – as 2016 comes and goes, the Rising will become something that happened over a hundred years ago. It will have moved from something merely old to something from long ago. Nevertheless, the historian’s hope remains the same – that interest in the uprising will continue to grow, and that more books and more research on the subject will be published. There will of course be the inevitable flurry of books on the subject (including this one) in the run-up to the Rising’s centenary, but, as the rediscovery of Volunteer de Brún’s diary, as well as the recent release of Military Pensions information shows, nearly 100 years on there are still fresh sources to be uncovered and mined, so we can hopefully look forward to fresh approaches and fresh studies of the Easter Rising well into the post-centenary years.


With that in mind, I’ll end by re-making the appeal I made in 1999: ‘There are accounts existing which, although written down, have never been published, and there are also oral testimonies passed on and still remembered – I would appeal to anyone with such testimonies in their possession or their memory to do whatever they can to make them publicly available.’


Mick O’Farrell, Dublin, 2014


Note:


When quoting from a direct source, I’ve retained the spelling of certain words as they were originally used – for example, McDermott instead of MacDermott, Feinners instead of Féiners, etc. Also, references are made to both Sackville Street and O’Connell Street – they are of course the same street. Although in 1916 its official name was Sackville Street, many nationalist writers of the time referred to it by its unofficial title, O’Connell Street, and both names were to a degree acceptable. In May 1924, forty years after the original motion was actually carried in 1884, a meeting of Dublin Corporation adopted the motion ‘That the name of Sackville Street be, and it is hereby, changed to O’Connell Street’ in accordance with Section 42 of the Dublin Corporation Act, 1890.








1 O’Farrell, M., A Walk Through Rebel Dublin, p. 6



















The Easter Rising, Day By Day


Apart from some small actions, the 1916 Rising lasted seven days, from Easter Monday to the following Sunday.


Easter Monday, 24 April 1916


Beginning of the rebellion. The main body of rebels musters outside Liberty Hall – conflicting orders result in a turnout much smaller than hoped for. From about midday on, the following locations are occupied by rebels:


• GPO and other buildings in Sackville Street area


• Four Courts, Mendicity Institution


• St Stephen’s Green, College of Surgeons


• Boland’s Mill and surrounding area, including Mount Street Bridge and nearby houses


• City Hall and several buildings overlooking Dublin Castle


• Jacob’s biscuit factory, Davy’s pub by Portobello Bridge


• South Dublin Union and James’s Street area


• Magazine Fort in Phoenix Park.


The Proclamation of the Republic is read by Pearse outside the GPO. Lancers charge down Sackville Street. Looting starts. That afternoon, the British counterattacks begin.


Tuesday, 25 April 1916


City Hall is retaken by the military. Shelbourne Hotel is occupied by soldiers and machine-gun fire forces rebels to retreat to the College of Surgeons. British reinforcements, including artillery, arrive. Martial law is proclaimed in Dublin city and county.


Wednesday, 26 April 1916


Liberty Hall is shelled by the gunboat Helga, backed by field guns. Artillery is put into action against buildings on Sackville Street. Kelly’s Fort is evacuated. The Metropole Hotel is occupied by rebels. Troops marching from Dun Laoghaire are halted by rebels at Mount Street Bridge. After many hours of intense fighting and terrible casualties, the military gain control of the area. Clanwilliam House burns to the ground. The Mendicity Institution is retaken by the British. Martial law is proclaimed throughout Ireland.


Thursday, 27 April 1916


Military shelling of Sackville Street intensifies. Fires on Sackville Street begin to rage out of control. Hopkins & Hopkins and the Imperial Hotel are evacuated because of the inferno.


Friday, 28 April 1916


General Sir John Maxwell arrives in Dublin. The Metropole Hotel is evacuated. Rebels evacuate the GPO and establish a new HQ in Moore Street.


Saturday, 29 April 1916


Non-combatants are murdered in North King Street. Rebel leaders in Moore Street decide to surrender. The Four Courts’ garrison surrenders.


Sunday, 30 April 1916


Rebels in remaining outposts surrender – College of Surgeons; Boland’s; Jacob’s; South Dublin Union. Deportations begin – eventually over 3,000 people arrested in connection with the rebellion are sent to prison in England.


Wednesday, 3 May–Friday, 12 May 1916


Fifteen rebels, including the seven signatories of the Proclamation of the Republic, are executed by firing squad.



















‘Some Wrote Diaries of Events to Date …’


An introduction to Seosamh de Brún, ‘B’ Company,


2nd Battalion, Dublin Brigade Irish Volunteers


Battered and worn, the diary of Seosamh de Brún is a ‘Collins’ Midget Diary for 1916’ – a very small pocket diary, measuring not quite 7 x 6 centimetres (3 x 2¼ inches), with a well-worn red cover. This is what de Brún wrote in and carried with him from late 1915 to Saturday 29 April 1916. He made regular entries in his diary during that time, writing about not just his personal circumstances, but about the difficulties he was having finding work and his trade union membership, among other things.
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A picture of the outside cover of the diary of Seosamh de Brún, actual size.







From an historical point of view though, the most interesting notes in de Brún’s diary relate to his membership of another organisation – the Irish Volunteers. We don’t know all the details of his membership, but we do know that he joined at the organisation’s inception, that he was very active in the Volunteers throughout 1916 and that he served in Jacob’s factory during the Easter Rising, with his diary entries ending abruptly after a note which seems to have been written towards the end of Saturday, 29 April. The garrison within Jacob’s surrendered the next day, 30 April.


De Brún wasn’t among the Volunteers who surrendered, but in an account of the rebellion that he gave some thirty-three years later, he wrote: ‘Numbers of the men were given the option to escape from the building and availed of it.’1 From the same account we also know that de Brún was wearing his Volunteer uniform, which he calls his ‘service rig’, and since it’s unlikely that he could have avoided capture in uniform, we can suppose that at some point after Commandant Thomas MacDonagh announced the surrender of the Jacob’s garrison, de Brún shed his uniform before merging into the crowd that was then surrounding the building.2


Also around this time, de Brún was separated from his diary – perhaps it fell out of his pocket while he changed into civilian clothes, or maybe he left it behind in the pocket of his Volunteer uniform. Interestingly, in his 1949 account he mentions that he still possesses a razor that he had used on the Sunday morning, so we know he did deliberately save some items. Nevertheless, since he never mentioned the diary’s existence again, de Brún himself offers no clues as to how it came to be left behind, so we’ll probably never know the full story. What we do know is that the diary was subsequently found after the Rising had ended – a note written inside the back cover was added in a new hand, saying: ‘This diary was found in Jacobs factory after the rising in Easter 1916. It was found by Edward Vaughan3 who was a fitter employed by the firm of Jacobs – J Doyle.’4






[image: ]



An image of the inside back cover of the diary.







In his 1949 statement de Brún mentions, almost in passing, that while at rest, ‘the men reclined, smoked, read and chatted, some wrote diaries of events to date.’ This is intriguing for two reasons – firstly, he had either forgotten entirely about his own diary, or he was making an oblique reference to it, presuming it to be lost (de Brún’s family knew nothing of the diary’s existence until it was rediscovered in the last few years). Secondly, and perhaps more interesting for the historian, he raises the prospect that there may be other diaries by Jacob’s Volunteers still to be uncovered after nearly 100 years. Certainly, it’s extremely unlikely that rebels in other besieged garrisons had time to put pen to paper – the relative quiet of Jacob’s probably provided the only opportunity for such reflection. In any case, de Brún’s 1916 diary is, for the moment at least, the only known diary of the Easter Rising by a rank and file Volunteer.


Seosamh de Brún was born on 3 July 1883, the eldest son of James and Jane Brown. At the 1901 census the Browns had seven sons, from two to seventeen years old, and were living in 8 Graham’s Row, a two-room house close to Dorset Street, on Dublin’s northside. James was a carpenter, and his oldest son’s occupation is listed as ‘apprentice to carpentry’ – at this date, he’s listed as ‘Joseph Brown’.


By the 1911 census, Joseph was living half a mile away in 24 Synnott Place, a five-room house containing twenty-one people from eight families. Joseph was sharing a room with his younger brother John Patrick, and at this stage their name is recorded as Browne, with an e. However, we can see that the older Browne, as head of the household, has signed his name in Irish – Seosamh de Brúin.5 Both brothers could speak Irish and both gave carpentry as their profession. By now a good number of the other Browne brothers had emigrated, many to America, where they became coach builders and stained glass merchants.


At some point before 1906, de Brún became a member of the Gaelic League, and on St Patrick’s Day 1913 he was photographed along with another eighteen members of An Coiste Náisiúnta Tionsclaíochta (The National Industrial Committee).6 This committee was responsible for organising the St Patrick’s Day parade and its aim was to encourage an industrial revival in Ireland and to help build up native Irish industries, and so the celebrations on St Patrick’s Day took the form of an industrially themed parade.
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The National Industrial Committee, St Patrick’s Day, 1913.






Front (left to right): Seán T. O’Kelly (also a member of the Gaelic League and Sinn Féin and an active Volunteer in the Rising; later a Dáil minister and President of Ireland); P. Ó hEithir; Pádraig Ó Dálaigh (Secretary-General of the Gaelic League and a member of the IRB); Liam Ó Maoláin (a member of the Gaelic League); Peadar Macken (a member of the IRB, very active in the Gaelic League, and an alderman in Dublin Corporation; he was accidentally killed at Boland’s Mill during the Rising); Greg Murphy (a member of the Volunteers and possibly a participant in the Rising); G. Ó Grifin.


Middle: Michael O’Hanrahan (an IRB member and second-in-command of 2nd Battalion, Dublin Brigade; he fought under Commandant Thomas MacDonagh in Jacob’s factory – the same garrison that de Brún fought with); Sean C. Ó Fearcheallaigh; SEOSAMH DE BRÚN; D. de Búrca (GAA Dublin Board Secretary); Cluad de Ceabhasa (or Claude Chavasse – an Englishman passionate about Irish culture); Henry O’Hanrahan (a member of the IRB and brother of Michael O’Hanrahan); N. Lennon (possibly Nicholas Lennon, listed as having fought in the Four Courts area in 1916); P. Mac an Aili; L. Ó Branagáin.


Back: Seosamh Mac Cionnaith (a member of the GAA); Seán M. O’Duffy (an active GAA member and camogie organiser – the senior camogie championship cup is named after him – he fought in the Four Courts area in 1916); Séamus Connolly (a member of the Gaelic League).


Author’s collection






All the men in the photo were members of the Gaelic League and/or the GAA (Chumann Lúthchleas Gael), but many were also members of the Irish Republican Brotherhood (IRB), and several went on to become well-known names in the struggle for Irish independence, including Seán T. O’Kelly and the O’Hanrahan brothers, Michael and Henry.


At least seven members of the committee fought in the Rising – one was executed, another killed accidentally – while Seán T. O’Kelly went on to be president of Ireland.


During 1914 a well-known Gaelic Leaguer, James J. Hughes (Seamus Ó hAodha),7 was advocating an economic, industrial approach to the saving of Irish, ‘urging the preservation of the Gaeltacht areas by economic development’.8 In March 1914 Hughes announced that a special meeting had been arranged for Wynn’s Hotel, Dublin, by a small group of Leaguers who had ‘never been in the limelight’ and were ‘not identified with any party’. Among these was Seosamh de Brún.


People attended the meeting from all parts of the country. The proposed new strategy for the League seems to have found favour at the meeting, ‘but, on the recommendation of Seosamh de Brún, they agreed to adjourn the meeting for three weeks lest their demand for a change of policy at that juncture might injure the language collection about to be inaugurated’.9 However, this adjournment appears to have broken the impetus of the incipient movement and the proposal was never adopted by the League.


De Brún doesn’t actually seem to have been one of the Gaelic Leaguers who fitted the description of never having ‘been in the limelight’ – on the contrary, he seems to have been a valued member of the League. In February 1915 The Irish Times reported that at a meeting of the League’s Dublin Coiste Ceanntair, ‘The financial report of the Collection Committee was adopted, and the meeting gave expression to the indebtedness of the Dublin League to the Hon. Secretary, Seosamh de Brún, for his work on behalf of the collection in 1913 and 1914.’


Despite this high praise, de Brún makes no mention of the Gaelic League in his 1916 diary, so it’s possible that he left the organisation or, at the very least, took a less prominent role after 1914. His interest in the promotion of the language clearly didn’t disappear though, because in 1952 it was reported that Seosamh de Brún (then in his late sixties) was elected president of a newly formed branch of the League.10


But the Gaelic League wasn’t the only organisation de Brún was involved with – as a carpenter, he was a member of the Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and Joiners, and, like his membership of other organisations, this union affiliation would have an impact on his life and is the subject of several entries in his diary.


On Sunday 2 April 1916, The Irish Times reported that ‘The men of the Dublin building trade ceased work on Saturday.’ Around 2,750 tradesmen and labourers had made demands for an increase in wages of between one and two pence per hour – employers had offered a halfpenny. The offer was refused and work was halted. De Brún seems to have been held in high regard in the union, because three days after the decision to strike, he writes: ‘Elected to strike committee.’ Unfortunately his poor financial situation worked against him and the next line reads: ‘Debarred from sitting owing to arrears.’ Not surprisingly de Brún is unimpressed with this particular union rule, and writes: ‘Workers love liberty but a rule enslaves them.’


De Brún may also have been a member of the short-lived Socialist Party of Ireland (led by James Connolly) as in a deposition given in 1950 to the Bureau of Military History, Volunteer Thomas Pugh writes: ‘I was very much on the Labour side in the 1913 strike. I joined the Socialist Party of Ireland, of which James Connolly and William O’Brien were members … William O’Brien’s brother was a high up Volunteer officer. A man who lived in Ringsend was a member. He was a carpenter and I think his name was Browne. He was in Jacob’s in Easter Week, 1916, with me.’ Although de Brún didn’t live in Ringsend until later in life (including the year 1950), as a carpenter with the name Browne, it seems very likely that he’s the man Pugh is referring to.


Without a doubt, however, it was his membership of yet another organisation that was to have the greatest impact on de Brún’s life – the Irish Volunteers. Formed in 1913, the Volunteers included many members of the Gaelic League (including several signatories of the Proclamation), so it’s not surprising that de Brún joined the new movement at its very beginning, on 25 November at the Rotunda Rink. We can’t say for sure what his position in the Volunteers was, but family history recounts that he was involved in the planning for the Easter Rising. What we do know for sure is that in 1916 de Brún was a member of ‘B’ Company, 2nd Battalion of the Dublin Brigade Irish Volunteers. From his diary we learn that he was company adjutant, at least for a time. Whatever rank he held in the Irish Volunteers, however, de Brún wrote about, and in some cases was present at, some of that organisation’s defining moments in the run-up to the rebellion.


In January 1916 the houses of Countess Markievicz and four others were raided by the Dublin Metropolitan Police, causing the Volunteers to go on high alert. Then on 17 March, St Patrick’s Day, 2,000 Irish Volunteers held what the Sinn Féin Rebellion Handbook called ‘a field day in the city’. For two hours in the middle of the day, the armed men held up traffic around College Green while inspections were carried out, bands played and leaflets were distributed. The Handbook remarked that this was ‘the first time the Irish Volunteers had taken aggressive action in daylight’.


Three days later Volunteers in Tullamore were engaged in more than manoeuvres when an anti-Sinn Féin crowd gathered outside the Volunteers’ meeting hall. Stones were thrown and windows smashed, before a Volunteer inside fired shots. The police arrived and attempted to search the hall for arms, but more shots were fired and some policemen were injured. These are sometimes referred to as the first shots of the Easter Rising.11


Just days after that excitement, de Brún noted the seizure by the authorities of elements of what was known as the ‘mosquito press’. The Spark, Honesty, The Gael and The Gaelic Athlete were being shut down – all newspapers which published anti-British propaganda. A warrant had been issued by Major General Friend with the order to seize and remove not just any printed papers ‘likely to cause disaffection to His Majesty, The King’, but the presses they had been printed on.12 The machinery of Joe Stanley’s Gaelic Press was dismantled and lorries removed it to Dublin Castle.


On Monday 27 March three prominent organisers for the Irish Volunteers, Ernest Blythe, Liam Mellows and Alfred Monaghan, were served with deportation orders relating to their activities, which the authorities regarded as ‘endeavouring to prejudice recruiting or the public safety’.13 A protest meeting was held at Dublin’s Mansion House on 30 March, but despite speeches inside ‘of a strong character’, it was what happened later outside that really made headlines.14 A crowd of people who had attended the meeting gathered outside, traffic was blocked and shots were fired. ‘Voltrs ready for immediate action’, wrote de Brún.


Closer to the start of the rebellion, on 19 April, de Brún notes: ‘Corporation meeting. Kellys speech & documents re preparations against Volunteers. Our fellows seething with “nerves”.’ This was the meeting at which Alderman Tom Kelly famously read into the record the contents of what has become known as the Castle Document – a list of apparently imminent arrests, including leaders of Sinn Féin, the Volunteers and the Gaelic League. Reaction to this document ranged from disbelief to outrage and, regardless of its authenticity, it is credited by some as having played a significant part in the actions which led to the Rising itself.


Meanwhile, de Brún’s position in the Volunteer ranks doesn’t seem to have been a happy one, and shortly before the publication of the Castle Document, on 11 April, he writes: ‘B. Coy. Coldness. The limit reached. Left early. Considered resignation.’ It seems he didn’t need to take long to consider it, because on 15 April he writes: ‘Handed Hunter & O’Reilly my resignation …’15 And on 18 April: ‘Met O’Connor. Gave him copy of resignation of adjutancy.’16


Nevertheless, de Brún remained with the Volunteers, and in between diary entries on the carpenters’ strike and the Volunteers’ activities, de Brún recorded the tension and air of expectation immediately preceding the actual outbreak of the rebellion on 24 April, in spite of the secrecy surrounding it. On 23 April: ‘Excitement intense. The crisis is near.’ The next day, the Easter Rising began and de Brún, apparently as a rank and file Volunteer, didn’t hesitate to take part.


As well as his active membership of these organisations, de Brún’s diary also records events in his personal life. Unfortunately for him, the main subject is employment and money, and at the end of 1915 the year ahead didn’t seem to hold many prospects. At the very start of the diary, de Brún writes: ‘1915. Before Christmas. Resolution to “Economise” by putting smoking + drinking alcohol to one side at least until I pull business round a bit and clear of debt.’ It appears, however, that de Brún may have still allowed himself one vice – written at the back of the diary are the names of various soccer teams, along with betting odds and sums of money!


On various other dates he writes: ‘Blue prospects’, ‘Troubles multiplying’, ‘Business very dull’, ‘No money for Digs’. De Brún’s trade was carpentry, and in 1916 he had his own business of ‘Joseph Browne – Carpenter and Contractor’, operating out of No. 9 Lower Exchange Street.17 However, the only work he mentions throughout the diary is the construction of wooden cases to carry artillery shells to the guns on the war front in France and, although he may have been involved in negotiating the price per case, it is not clear whether he was actually doing any of the work himself.


As mentioned previously, it appears that his financial troubles prevented him from being appointed to the carpenters’ strike committee in April 1916. Throughout the year there seems to be a substantially larger sum of money going out than coming in and in mid-April de Brún wrote: ‘If not hanged or drowned I will be strangled with debt.’ Nevertheless, despite the temptation of regular paid work in England – ‘It would pay me to go to Gretna, & most people put their own personal interests first in their actions’ – de Brún stayed in Ireland. (Interestingly, family history includes a story that de Brún inherited £2,000 in the early 1900s from an uncle in Meath, and that he used it for, or gave it towards, the purchase of guns. There’s also a family rumour that he played a part in the Howth gun-running, which is entirely possible, since other Volunteers’ accounts confirm that members of ‘B’ Company, 2nd Battalion took part.)18 


There are other aspects of de Brún’s personal life referred to throughout the diary’s pages – aspects that clearly had a major influence on him. These are, in many ways, very ordinary, and could reasonably be said to have had no bearing on anything de Brún did for the cause of the Gaelic League, the carpenters’ union, or even the Irish Volunteers. But they impacted on him as a person, and so could just as reasonably be said to have played a part in influencing everything he did. Whatever the reality of it, it’s the ordinariness of these personal, sometimes short, sometimes cryptic notes, written in between historic events, that illustrate perfectly the ordinariness of the individual who wrote them. Seosamh de Brún was an ordinary man who got caught up in extraordinary events in 1916, just like Samuel Henry Lomas and all the other ordinary men who found themselves on a similar path, on both sides of the rebellion.19


The diary’s year is only three days old when de Brún writes: ‘Visited by Mrs Fegan & Mrs Hoey Re A. Walshe.’ Mrs Hoey is mentioned twice more, and ‘A. Walshe’ has eight more entries, sometimes without the final ‘e’, and other times as simply ‘A.W.’ Mrs Frances Hoey (neé Walsh) was married to a gardener on the Powerscourt estate, and worked in the kitchens of Powerscourt House. ‘A. Walshe’ was Ann Walsh, Mrs Hoey’s sister, and the mother of de Brún’s daughter Agnes, born on 30 December 1915, just four days earlier.20 Mrs Hoey’s companion on the visit was Mrs Fegan, a relative of hers and Ann’s, possibly an aunt. We don’t know how old de Brún’s relationship with Ann Walsh was, but we do know that they weren’t married and so the birth of a child would have brought with it many complications.


From subsequent entries, we can see that de Brún visits Ann (or Annie) a few times, and there are sums of money mentioned. However, Agnes is never referred to, and after 16 April there are no more mentions of Ann.


Shortly after that last reference, and despite the building tension in the city, the outbreak of the Rising on Easter Monday came as a surprise to de Brún, who ‘did not expect to be engaged in Revolution, at least so suddenly’. And it is tempting to think that, finding himself in the middle of a rebellion, he may have welcomed the chance to throw himself into an enterprise where money and personal worries would be the last things on his mind. Certainly there’s a marked change in the tone which comes across when he’s making notes during the Rising: ‘I review my life. I believe I was fated to be here today. I could not have escaped it.’
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