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             Premiere Production

         

         The Scent of Roses was first performed at the Royal Lyceum Theatre, Edinburgh, on 25 February 2022. The cast, in alphabetical order, was as follows:

         
             

         

         Saskia Ashdown  Sally

         Maureen Beattie  Helen

         Leah Byrne  Caitlin

         Peter Forbes  Christopher

         Neve McIntosh  Luci

         
             

         

         Writer and Director  Zinnie Harris

         Designer  Tom Piper

         Composer and Sound Designer  Niroshini Thambar

         Lighting Designer  Ben Ormerod

         Movement Directors  White & Givan

         Fight Director  Kaitlin Howard

         Intimacy Director  Vanessa Coffey

         Casting Directors  Simone Pereira Hind cdg and Anna Dawson

         Company Stage Manager  Owen Thomas

         Deputy Stage Manager  Claire Williamson

         Assistant Stage Manager  Jessica Ward

         Set Builders  Splinter Scenery

         Wardrobe Supervisor  Morag Pirrie

         Script Associate  Jackie Crichton
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            Characters

         

         
            Luci

            Christopher

            Caitlin

            Sally

            Helen 8
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            THE SCENT OF ROSES
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               Part One

            

         

         
            
               One

            

         

         
            A bedroom. 

            Chest of drawers. 

            Nice things. 

            Christopher stands by the bed. Luci by the window. 

            Luci

            you don’t know yet

            Beat. 

            do you?

            when you go in tomorrow, you’ll hear more, but until then –

            Christopher

            what?

            be positive?

            Luci

            well just –

            Christopher

            nah, when it starts to go like this

            Luci

            you don’t know

            Christopher

            I do know

            there’s a smell, an odour

            remember that other case – McPherson something, it’s the same as that 12

            Luci

            what does Ollie say?

            Christopher

            he doesn’t know any more than me

            and I know it should be good, it’s a good thing, of course to settle but without the day in court – when does it get said?

            when does all the work get seen?

            Beat. 

            She comes over to him. 

            Luci

            I’m sorry.

            Kisses the top of his head. 

            Christopher

            ach. It’s just a dream isn’t it. The case that everyone remembers.

            but do you ever actually get that? Probably not.

            Luci

            anything I can do?

            Christopher

            take me out, buy me a steak!

            Luci

            done.

            Christopher

            really?

            Luci

            why not?

            Christopher

            alright. You know the worst, the worst is all that time.

            All those interviews, all those miserable stories of people screwed over, years I’ve been at this 13

            Luci

            there’ll be another one

            Christopher

            have I got the energy for it though?

            to start again?

            Ollie says there is another one coming

            Luci

            well, get that –

            Christopher

            Sanderson’s got it

            we’ll not get a sniff.

            that’s the real fucker. The law might have to change but not because of the work I put in.

            He looks at her. 

            the law will change

            it’s how it works, someone else will get the credit

            Luci

            it’s shit

            Christopher

            ach, it’s how it is

            I’ll drink a couple of gins I’ll be fine

            bollocks to it Luci

            Luci

            exactly

            bollocks to it

            Beat. 

            Christopher

            I don’t know if I can be bothered going out actually

            Luci

            really? 14

            Christopher

            what about takeaway?

            Luci

            can you get a takeaway steak?

            Christopher

            you can get takeaway anything can’t you, but no I meant – anything really.

            I probably just want to get pissed

            what do you think, shall we stay in?

            go to bed or something

            Luci

            go to bed

            Christopher

            I didn’t mean go to bed, I just meant –

            Luci

            oh

            Christopher

            I mean I wouldn’t mind going to bed, I just meant –

            I didn’t mean anything but –

            Luci

            I could go to bed

            Beat. 

            Christopher

            could you?

            Beat. 

            I might be a bit off par mind you

            bit pissed off, bit miserable

            bit lacking

            Luci

            unlikely. 15

            He sits down on the bed. 

            Reaches out to her. 

            Christopher

            or we could make do with a cuddle

            Luci

            that would be fine too

            Christopher

            how was your day?

            Luci

            uneventful by comparison, just kind of –

            I sorted some stuff

            Christopher

            all this?

            Luci

            I was clearing out

            Christopher

            from where?

            Luci

            box in the attic

            Christopher

            weren’t you at work?

            Luci

            came home at lunchtime, had a headache

            Christopher

            that isn’t uneventful

            Luci

            slight headache, nothing

            probably the heat 16

            Christopher

            Luci?

            Luci

            I’d tell if you there was anything going on

            just a headache, nothing

            Beat. 

            He lies down on the bed. 

            Christopher

            worst of it is, I’d got all the publicity lined up. Papers, Newsnight, I think we would have had it all –

            Luci

            you don’t know it’s off yet –

            Christopher

            I do really.

            I know how it goes from here

            She comes and puts her arms around him. Kisses him. 

            Luci

            wait and hear what Ollie says in the morning.

            you never know, you might be surprised

            He holds her hand. 

            Christopher

            you’re my hero

            Luci

            you lie

            Christopher

            not at all. I think you’re wonderful.

            He kisses her. 

            She kisses him. 

            He kisses her again. 17

            She kisses him again. 

            The possibility of more is hovering. 

            Luci

            Caitlin said she might come over at some point just so you know

            Christopher

            oh

            this evening?

            Luci

            she thought about eight –

            Christopher

            what time is it now?

            Luci

            not sure … seven-ish?

            Beat. 

            mind you with Caitlin, around eight is anytime

            Christopher

            bugger

            and she’s got a key, she could walk in unannounced

            Luci

            she rings the bell now

            Christopher

            she rings the bell?

            Luci

            yes

            Christopher

            when did that start?

            Luci

            since she doesn’t live here anymore! 18

            Christopher

            and if we don’t answer?

            Luci

            then she’ll use her key

            Christopher

            little fucker

            Luci

            but at least we’ll have some warning.

            He looks at her. 

            Christopher

            remember when she walked in on us when she was about four?

            Luci

            three.

            Christopher

            three.

            Luci

            and seven and once again when she was nine.

            Christopher

            oh yes when she was nine.

            in the garden

            They giggle for a second. 

            He kisses her again. 

            wasn’t there something we were supposed to be doing tonight?

            Luci

            doesn’t matter

            Christopher

            some work thing for you? 19

            Luci

            not important

            Christopher

            you sure?

            Luci

            they happen all the time, no one even notices if I’m not there.

            Christopher

            I love you.

            Luci

            I know.

            He kisses her. 

            Christopher

            just to warn you, I had a couple of gins on the way home so I might be a bit –

            She laughs. 

            Luci

            when did I mind that?

            Christopher

            fuck off.

            He kisses her again. 

            tell me it’s not a pity fuck

            Luci

            it’s not a pity fuck. 20

         

         
            
               Two

            

         

         
            Later. 

            Christopher and Luci are lying in bed. 

            Christopher

            tea?

            Luci

            nah.

            Christopher

            gin?

            Luci

            in a minute

            Christopher

            I need to move my back

            hang on

            shit my knees

            Luci

            no fun getting old

            Christopher

            speak for yourself.

            He hugs in. 

            that was lovely.

            you are lovely.

            They lie there for a second. 

            what is Caitlin coming over for anyway?

            Luci

            you know Caitlin, she might not even turn up.

            Christopher

            what does she want? 21

            Luci

            don’t say it like that

            Christopher

            I didn’t mean –

            Luci

            she does still live here really, all her stuff is here

            Christopher

            I know but –

            Luci

            she needs a backpack I think. She wants to go camping at the weekend, and I said she could borrow whatever she wanted

            Christopher

            who with?

            Luci

            she’s nineteen, I wasn’t going to ask her who with. You should be more worried about what state the attic is in

            Christopher

            what state is the attic in?

            Luci

            pretty ropey.

            like us

            Christopher

            fuck off.

            Luci

            you started it.

            Christopher

            you feeling hungry yet, at all?

            Luci

            not sure 22

            Christopher

            quite fancy a steak now –

            Luci

            see that up there

            Christopher

            where?

            Luci

            that smudge on the ceiling, that mark

            Christopher

            we had it dealt with

            Luci

            we thought we did

            I think the attic might be leaking again

            there’s a stain

            He comes and looks at it. 

            Christopher

            we’ll get them back in

            Luci

            or we could leave it

            Christopher

            what?

            Luci

            it’s quite interesting

            the shape it makes. Its unapologetic nature.

            He looks at it. 

            Then he looks at her. 

            He kisses her again. 

            Christopher

            you’ve gone light-headed.

            steak! 23

            He starts to get up. 

            Luci

            can we go in a minute, can we talk

            Christopher

            we are talking

            Beat. 

            aren’t we talking?

            Luci

            we are talking, but I need to talk more

            Christopher

            talk more or talk more?

            Luci

            talk more

            Christopher

            it wasn’t just a headache?

            Luci

            it was just a headache

            Christopher

            you’ve found another lump

            Luci

            no

            Christopher

            you promise?

            Luci

            yes, I promise.

            He gets up, he puts pants on. 

            Trousers. 

            She watches him. 24

            Christopher

            sorry, you mean you want to talk in bed?

            Luci

            I know you want your steak, but you don’t have to rush off

            Christopher

            I’m not rushing anywhere, fine if you want to stay and talk but I’m going to get a drink first

            Luci

            the door is locked

            Christopher

            what?

            Luci

            I locked the door

            Christopher

            when?

            Luci

            before

            Christopher

            before?

            Luci

            when you came in

            Christopher

            well open it

            Luci

            I locked the door because I need to talk to you

            Christopher

            and we can’t do that over dinner?

            Luci

            we could but I’d prefer to do it here. 25

            Christopher

            we talk all the time

            Luci

            we do talk to each other technically yes but

            Christopher

            alright, open the door and we’ll talk

            Luci

            no

            Christopher

            you can’t literally lock the door on me

            Luci

            I did

            Christopher

            well you might’ve done, but you can’t

            Luci

            there’s no point saying I can’t when I have. I did it

            Christopher

            are you actually joking?

            Luci

            no

            Christopher

            so, where’s the key?

            Luci

            I’m not telling you, clearly I’m not telling you, I locked the door why would I tell you where the key was?

            Christopher

            you’re locking me in a room?

            Luci

            our bedroom yes, with me 26

            Christopher

            that’s imprisonment

            Luci

            well okay. It’s imprisonment then

            Christopher

            I don’t understand what’s going on, Luci

            Luci

            for god’s sake, I locked the door because I want to have a conversation, not to incarcerate you for ever

            Christopher

            no, you locked the door because you wanted to have a certain type of conversation and you knew I might not

            Luci

            alright

            Christopher

            and you thought that there was a fair chance I’d be tired I might not be receptive, I guess you didn’t count on my work having gone tits up, but even without that you didn’t want to have to think that I might be a person with my own agenda who might not want to have any kind of conversation right now, and that I also have a choice.

            Luci

            well you don’t now

            Christopher

            I do. You can lock me in a room, I don’t have to talk to you.

            Luci

            oh, I see. It’s me that’s being ridiculous?

            He goes and checks the door. It’s locked. 27

            I didn’t think I’d be able to do it actually. It’s a funny thing –

            I thought about this all afternoon, while I was in bed with a headache looking at that stain

            Christopher

            you thought about it all afternoon?

            Luci

            yes

            Christopher

            whoa. You’ve been planning this?

            Luci

            you’d be surprised how a simple thing like locking up your husband in the same room as you, makes you aware of something. Alive. It’s a kind of new thing to do isn’t it, a stepping off. I’ve never locked you in a room before. this will go into the new lexicon. Things we can do to each other.

            Christopher

            only we can’t

            Luci

            but I have.

            Beat. 

            Christopher

            I’m not talking to you while I am locked in.

            that isn’t how this is going to work

            Luci

            well we’ll be staying here for a long while then.

            up to you.

            Christopher

            you’re being even more crazy than normal, you realise that? 28

            Luci

            and I knew you’d say that. I knew you’d use those exact words.

            Christopher

            didn’t we just make love back there?

            Luci

            if someone had said to me, how do you think your husband will react when you lock him in a room, I could have told them, he’ll say I’m crazy

            Christopher

            you are though.

            Luci

            or maybe I’m being really sane. For the first time in ages.

            Christopher gets fully dressed. 

            He goes over and kicks the door. 

            you make it out like it’s a crime, that talking is –

            Christopher

            holding me against my wishes is, not listening when I say I don’t want to talk to you.

            Luci

            an actual crime?

            Christopher

            yep

            Luci

            a judge would rule that?

            He kicks the door again. 

            Christopher

            this door shouldn’t even lock –

            Luci

            would a judge rule that? 29

            Christopher

            I don’t know what a judge would rule

            Luci

            when the builder came last year, he found a key, I thought it might be useful

            Christopher

            last year?

            Luci

            I didn’t know I would need it then, I just thought –

            Christopher

            I think I’m going to get claustrophobic

            Luci

            oh I see

            Christopher

            what happens if I actually get claustrophobic, have a panic attack?

            Luci

            I’ll tell you not to be so stupid

            Christopher

            have you thought of that, though?

            Luci

            I didn’t imagine that in my series of scenarios, no

            Christopher

            in your planning?

            Luci

            no because I think of you as a reasonable person who can probably cope with being in his own bedroom

            Christopher

            I am, I am actually feeling really weird

            Luci

            for fuck’s sake Christopher 30

            Christopher

            you know I don’t like being in enclosed spaces

            Luci

            when did you ever tell me that?

            He sits down, puts his head between his knees. 

            you’ve never said that, never in twenty-one years if you pass out I will stick your feet up.

            Christopher

            shit I feel awful

            Luci

            oh, this is a real thing?

            Christopher

            I think I am going to pass out

            I’m actually getting a bit panicky

            please don’t do this

            Luci

            but I have done it, haven’t I? I can’t not do this now because I have started.

            He puts his head in his hands. 

            She stands up. She puts a dressing gown on. 

            She gets a glass of water. 

            She hands it to him. 

            He drinks it. 

            better?

            Christopher

            no.

            Luci

            you won’t pass out. Twenty-one years you’ve never passed out. 31

            some people just aren’t passer-outers.

            sorry.

            He sits there for a minute. 

            He does in fact feel fine. 

            He goes to his jacket pocket. 

            He looks through; panicked, he goes to the other pocket. 

            Christopher

            you’ve taken my phone

            Luci

            yes

            Christopher

            you took my phone?

            Luci

            yes, you just asked me

            Christopher

            you took my phone and then you locked me in a room?

            Luci

            there was no point locking you in a room if you could just phone someone to get you out.

            Christopher

            just so we could talk?

            Luci

            imagine how desperate to have a conversation with you I must be!

            Christopher

            do you have your phone?

            Luci

            no

            Christopher

            so, we’re in a locked room without either phone? 32

            Luci

            I think we’ll survive

            Christopher

            but if I did have a panic attack or some medical emergency, you couldn’t even get us help?

            Luci

            you’re making too much of this

            Christopher

            I have rights

            Luci

            oh okay

            Christopher

            everyone has a right not to be held against their will

            Luci

            well you should know

            Christopher

            will you open this door Luci?

            Luci

            no

            Christopher

            will you open this door Luci?

            Luci

            no

            Christopher

            Luci open this door

            Luci

            no

            Christopher

            open the door 33

            Luci

            no

            Christopher

            Luci –

            Luci

            no

            Christopher

            Luci –

            Luci

            no

            Christopher

            Luci –

            Beat. 

            well I mean is there a time frame to this, how long are you going to keep me in here?

            Luci

            that depends

            Christopher

            on?

            Luci

            on you

            Christopher

            on me?

            Luci

            yes

            Christopher

            because it seems like the whole thing depends on you

            Luci

            not at all. Anyway, what about my rights, don’t I have rights? 34

            Christopher

            not really in this situation

            Luci

            do I not have a right to talk to my husband?

            Christopher

            no

            Luci

            not even if there is stuff that we need to talk about?

            Christopher

            I can’t actually think of a situation where someone has successfully claimed that they had a right to get someone else to speak. Plus I haven’t even eaten anything yet, could you not have waited until after dinner to pull this little stunt?

            Luci

            it wouldn’t have had the impact

            Christopher

            fuck’s sake.

            I’m starving.

            I’m really hungry

            Luci

            you poor thing

            Luci stands up, she goes to a drawer and she gets out a plate of food that she already prepared. 

            there you go

            Christopher

            holy shit.

            She takes the plate over and puts it in front of him. 

            He looks at it. 35

         




OEBPS/images/logo_online.png
faber





OEBPS/images/landing_logo.png





OEBPS/images/9780571376032_cover_epub.jpg
fi

PLAYS

Zinnie Harris






