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WHO WAS JEFFREY DAHMER?

Jeffrey
Lionel Dahmer was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in 1960. He was an
outcast from an early age although he was always quite intelligent.
Dahmer could never seem to find any direction in his life though and
eventually succumbed to the dark demons which resided within him.
Dahmer always seemed to have a morbid fascination with the science of
death and decomposition from an early age. This would escalate into
necrophilia and even cannibalism. Dahmer became a heavy drinker at an
unusually young age and would take alcohol to school with him to
secretly drink. His heavy drinking made regular employment a constant
struggle for Dahmer and greatly affected his chances of a good
education. Jeffrey Dahmer was smart enough to have good academic
potential but he was never able to take advantage of this. Dahmer was
gay and become increasingly overcome with fantasies where he could
dominate a male lover. Dahmer's ultimate fantasy was to exert his power
over someone who couldn't move or was dead. Tragically, he would make
these fantasies a grim reality in his life. 

Dahmer murdered
someone for the first time in 1978 when he was just eighteen.
Circumstances had left Dahmer living alone for a time as his mother had
moved out and his father was in a motel. Dahmer picked up a young
hitchhiker and took him home for a drink. When the hitchhiker was
distracted, Dahmer hit him twice with a dumbbell and then throttled him
with the weight. He dissected the body and buried it. Later he dug up
the remains and used acid to dispose of the flesh. He crushed the bones
with a hammer so they would easy to dispose of. Dahmer was more precise
and careful when it came to disposing of bodies than your average
serial killer. He had an aptitude for science - something which
obviously helped in his grisly stock-in-trade. As his grasp on reality
(never very firm to begin with) started to frazzle and evaporate
though, Dahmer would become less studious at removing traces of his
crimes. He seemed to develop a particular fascination with the skulls
of his victims and would keep them as if they were trophies he had won.


Dahmer's father paid for him to go university but he dropped
out after a few months and ended up joining the armed forces. He served
as a combat medic in 2nd Battalion, 68th Armored Regiment, 8th Infantry
Division, and spent some time in what was then West Germany. Two
soldiers later claimed that Dahmer had drugged and raped them during
his service. After his discharge from the army, Dahmer worked in a food
outlet for a time in Florida and then ended up living with his
grandmother in West Allis, Wisconsin. It was hoped that his grandmother
might be a good influence on Dahmer but it was in these years that his
dark demons took hold again and set him on course to become one of the
most infamous serial killers in American criminal history.

Dahmer
was arrested for indecent exposure around this time and also began to
investigate the gay scene in the area. He became aware that it was
relatively easy to pick up young men and as he was living with just his
grandmother he had a relative sort of privacy at home. Dahmer
frequented local bathhouses and would drug other patrons so that he
could sexually abuse them. Late in 1987, Dahmer killed again. He rented
a room in a hotel and awoke to find a dead man he had spent the night
with. Dahmer claimed to have no memory of the murder. He transported
the body out of the hotel in suitcases and went back to his
grandmother's house where he dissected the body and pounded the bones
up. Dahmer kept the skull for a time and then disposed of this too.
Dahmer became a persistent killer from this point. There would be
seventeen official victims in all. Dahmer's known victims were Steven
Hicks, James Doxtator, Richard Guerrero, Anthony Sears, Raymond Smith,
Edward Smith, Ernist Miller, David Thomas, Curtis Straughter, Errol
Lindsey, Tony Hughes, Konerak Sinthasomphone, Matt Turner, Jeremiah
Weinberger, Oliver Lacy and Joseph Bradehaft. 

Dahmer
eventually moved into his own apartment and although this made bringing
men back and killing them easier it also made disposing of the evidence
harder. It was a more constrictive environment. Dahmer was by now
completely lost in his own world of murder and depravity. He would pose
the bodies of victims and take photographs. Skulls were kept in closets
like a trophy case and he would mummify body parts to keep. Dahmer
would boil flesh down to fat and bleach bones and skulls so they could
be preserved. He spray painted one skull to make a macabre work of art.
After drugging one victim, Dahmer drilled a hole in his skull and
poured hydrochloric acid into it. His youngest victim was fourteen
years old. There was no line that Dahmer didn't cross. He was not just
a serial killer but a necrophile and a cannibal. By July 1991, the
thirty-one year-old Dahmer was living at Oxford Apartments - located at
924 N. 25th St in Milwaukee. His apartment number was 213. 

A
former neighbour of Dahmer said he always looked a bit dirty and in
need of a shower. The manager of Dahmer's apartment building described
Jeffrey Dahmer as a loner but not someone who caused any problems. He
said Dahmer always paid his rent on time. Residents of Oxford
Apartments said that Dahmer stood out like a sore thumb because he was
practically the only white person who lived there. No one could have
guessed the horror, depravity and terror which abounded behind the door
of apartment 213. Jeffrey Dahmer's apartment was so eventually so full
with victims and body parts that he put one body in the bath and had to
shower over it. The apartment contained a plastic drum of acid where
three human torsos were dissolving. Body parts were wrapped and stored
in the fridge and bloodstains were visible on his mattress and some of
the wall. The police later found two bags in Jeffrey Dahmer's fridge
that contained human hearts. Dahmer had lost his job at a local
chocolate factory and was fearful that he might be kicked out of his
apartment in the end. 

If this happened he would be in big
trouble because he still had copious amounts of forensic evidence in
his apartment that he appeared to have little chance of disposing of in
the immediate future. As of July 1991, the police were yet to deduce
that a cannibal serial killer was active in Milwaukee. Milwaukee was
perhaps best known for being where the sitcom Happy Days is set but it
was now about to be connected to one of the most famous and disturbing
killers in history. Dahmer, who was now completely dominated by his
sick desires, was now trying to murder a new person on a weekly basis -
which was prolific even by the grim standards of serial killers. On the
night of July 22, 1991, Dahmer persuaded a thirty-one year-old man
named Tracy Edwards to come back to his apartment to pose for
photographs. This was the ruse that Dahmer would use to lure victims.
He would offer money to men to pose for photographs in his apartment
and then murder them. Though he didn't know it at the time, Dahmer's
luck was about to finally run out. He'd had a few close shaves before
with victims escaping or not being sedated properly but none of these
incidents threatened his status as a secret serial killer or threatened
to expose him. This time though would be very different...


HOW THEY CAUGHT JEFFREY DAHMER PART 1

Jeffrey
Dahmer said his necrophiliac desires began when he was fourteen. A
necrophiliac is a person who is sexually excited by or attracted to
dead bodies. When he was growing-up, Jeffrey Dahmer once stole a
mannequin from a store and kept it in his bedroom for a couple of
weeks. Sadly, this mannequin only served to make him wish he had a real
inert body to lie down with. Dahmer said he threw the stolen mannequin
away because his grandmother found it and thought it was a weird thing
to have. How did Dahmer steal the mannequin from a store? Dahmer said
he hid and got himself locked in and when everyone went home and they
closed up he put a sleeping bag over it and took a taxi home. Dahmer
said he kept the mannequin for about two weeks. He said he pretended it
was a real person and cuddled it in bed. Dahmer also said that when he
was eighteen he tried to steal a corpse from a graveyard but his plan
was foiled because the ground was too hard to dig up. Dahmer had read
in the obituary section of the newspaper that a local teenage boy had
died. Dahmer said that when he tried to dig up the body in the
graveyard he was attacked by a dog. Dahmer's friends said he was
obsessed with graveyards. If we flash forward to 1991 we see that
Dahmer's obsession with necrophillia has reached its terrible and
perhaps inevitable end. 

Jeffrey Dahmer's apartment was so
eventually so full with victims and body parts that he put one body in
the bath and had to shower over it. According to some sources Dahmer
had TWO bodies in the shower in the end. Neighbours of Jeffrey Dahmer
did complain about the smell coming from his apartment several times.
He apparently told them once that his freezer broke and some food went
bad. The way Dahmer got the victims back to his apartment was to offer
them money for a photoshoot or sex. They evidently didn't detect any
danger from him and so took the chance to make some extra cash. Dahmer
was bespectacled and mild in temperament and speech so he wasn't
someone who raised obvious alarm bells or seemed dangerous. Dahmer
would usually offer his victims $75 to come back to his apartment for a
photography session. His victims were always broke so took the bait.
Dahmer would sometimes get his victims handcuffed by telling them he
wanted to take a bondage photograph. Once the victim was handcuffed it
was game over because they now had little means to defend themselves.
Handcuffs and sleeping pills were a vital part of Dahmer's serial
killer 'kit'. Both were vital to ensure a victim could not resist and
fight back. 

When Dahmer moved into his own apartment this made
bringing men back and killing them much easier but it also made
disposing of the evidence much harder. It was a more constrictive
environment with no immediate access to quiet outdoor spaces.
Nonetheless, despite these drawbacks, Dahmer was soon completely lost
in his own world of murder and depravity. The apartment of Jeffrey
Dahmer contained a big blue plastic drum of acid where three human
torsos were dissolving. It was truly a house (or apartment in this
case) of horrors. Jefffrey Dahmer lived in a rough part of Milwaukee
that had plenty of crime and a notoriously smelly sewer problem. This
is the only explanation for why the noises and smells from his
apartment didn't trigger more curiosity in his neighbours. Dahmer often
used a handsaw to cut up his victims. Dahmer owned a large hunting
knife with a rubber grip. He would often use this knife as part of the
process of dissecting a body. Dahmer was always naked when he
dismembered his victims. Dahmer said he did this not for kinky reasons
but because he wanted to avoid getting blood or cleaning chemicals on
his clothes. 

Jeffrey Dahmer tried to disguise the smell in his
apartment by venting it with a fan. One imagines that Dahmer was always
fighting a losing battle trying to mask the foul odours coming from his
apartment. Dahmer was initially more precise and careful when it came
to disposing of bodies than your average serial killer. He had an
aptitude for science - something which obviously helped in his grisly
stock-in-trade. As his grasp on reality (never very firm to begin with)
started to frazzle and evaporate, Dahmer would become less studious at
removing traces of his crimes. What didn't help was his obsession with
keeping flesh in the fridge and collection bones as trophies. When you
add in the fact he kept killing people then you can see how Dahmer
eventually ended up in a situation where he was trapped in an apartment
with considerable forensic murder evidence but no swift and easy way of
removing it. Dahmer took many photographs of his victims after he
murdered them. Dahmer's polaroids would show victims in various states
of dismemberment. Dahmer seemed to like to chronicle his dissection.
The polaroids Damer took of his victims included ones he took during
actual acts of necrophilia. He had a bolt lock on the outside of his
bedroom door. This was obviously designed to lock people in. 

Dahmer
said he would usually target victims who were alone. If he saw someone
with a group of friends he knew it would be too risky - unless he could
isolate them. the last person that Dahmer took home - Tracy Edwards -
was with two friends when Dahmer encountered him. However as we shall
see, Dahmer was cunning in the way he isolated the intended victim and
got rid of the other men. We tend to think that necrophile serial
killers only get a few days of sexual gratification out of the bodies
because of decomposition. This wasn't really the case with Dahmer
though because he continued to get sexual gratification out of the
bones, heads, and even the photographs. Dahmer said that he always
tried to keep his apartment tidy because this made him seem more normal
and less suspicious. The police found that Jeffrey Dahmer had extensive
security at his apartment. He had a complex series of locks and an
alarm system. This was not just to prevent people from escaping but
also to prevent uninvited guests or thieves from entering. Dahmer knew
only too well that if anyone took a good look inside his apartment his
secret life as a serial killer would be quickly exposed. After he
killed a victim, Dahmer would usually not dissect them for a couple of
days. He did this because he wanted the corpse to enjoy while it was
still 'fresh'. Dahmer used a black nylon strap to strangle some of his
victims. 

Dahmer's method of selecting victims was risky and
he'd had more than one close shave in the past where he could easily
have been unmasked as a serial killer. The most famous of these close
shaves involved a victim named Konerak Sinthasomphone. Dahmer had
previously sexually assaulted the brother of his murder victim Konerak
Sinthasomphone. This was just a strange coincidence. Dahmer didn't know
these victims were related. Dahmer poured acid into the head of Konerak
Sinthasomphone but Sinthasomphone escaped and wandered the streets in a
daze. Tragically, some policemen who found Sinthasomphone then took him
back to Dahmer's apartment after Dahmer told them Sinthasomphone was
his intoxicated boyfriend. Dahmer’s neighbour Sandra Smith had alerted
the police to Konerak Sinthasomphone wandering the street in a daze.
The police officers in this incident were highly lackadaisical because
they didn't even bother to do a background check on Dahmer or take a
proper look in his apartment. They just handed the victim back to him
and left. The police got a lot of criticism for this blunder when
Dahmer was later captured. They had basically handed Konerak
Sinthasomphone back to a serial killer to be murdered. 

John A.
Balcerzak and Joseph P. Gabrish were the bungling police officers who
handed the dazed and confused victim Konerak Sinthasomphone back to
Jeffrey Dahmer and certain death. They were dismissed from the police
after an investigation but then appealed and got reinstated. John A.
Balcerzak and Joseph P. Gabrishwere were caught on radio making
homophobic comments and joking about how they had reunited 'lovers'
after the incident. Dahmer was so crazy that he thought if he injected
acid or boiling water into a victim's brain they would become a
complaint slave for him. Dahmer performed his 'zombification'
experiments on four of the victims.  John A. Balcerzak and Joseph
P. Gabrish didn't even bother to ask for identification to establish
how old Konerak Sinthasomphone really was. They also failed to take
much of a look inside Dahmer's apartment. The two police officers just
seemed to want to wash their hands of this affair and leave the scene
as quickly as possible. Dahmer told John A. Balcerzak and Joseph P.
Gabrish that Konerak Sinthasomphone's name was John Hmong. This was a
slight variation on the name of a doctor that Dahmer procured his
sleeping pills from. 

John A. Balcerzak and Joseph P. Gabrish
both later defended their actions in various interviews. They said that
Dahmer seemed perfectly calm and normal to them and they had no idea
that Konerak Sinthasomphone was so young. Dahmer told the police
officers that Sinthasomphone was nineteen. John A. Balcerzak and Joseph
P. Gabrish said they had little information to go on that night and
genuinely believed that this was just a case of someone having too much
to drink. John A. Balcerzak remained a police officer until his
retirement in 2017. Balcerzak later served as president of the
Milwaukee Police Association (the police union) from 2005 to 2009.
Balcerzak made a joke on the police radio about needing to be
'deloused' after the tragic incident where Konerak Sinthasomphone was
handed back to Dahmer. Dahmer was not the first (and sadly wouldn't be
the last) serial killer who benefited from a police reluctance to get
involved in disputes and crimes which related to the gay community.

By
July of 1991, Dahmer was beginning to sense that he might be nearing
the end as far as his present circumstances were concerned. He was
running out of money and the human remains in his apartment had got to
a point where it was going to take a long time to remove them. Even if
he did somehow manage this he was only going to kill again anyway and
the whole grisly cycle would go back to square one. Serial killers tend
not to take much notice of obvious problems like this. The main problem
they face is that because they can't stop killing people they run the
risk of ending up like Dahmer in that apartment. It was no problem for
roaming killers like Ted Bundy - who was perfectly happy to murder
people anywhere - but Jeffrey Dahmer (aside from the hotel incident -
which was a drunken accident rather than premeditated) only killed at
his home. Mudering in an outside location was out of the question
because he needed ownership of the body to get full satisfaction. 

It
was obviously a lot easier for Dahmer to dispose of victims when he
lived with his father and then his grandmother because he had easy
quick access to woodland and relative privacy. Dahmer dissected three
men at his grandmother's house. She obviously had no idea what her
grandson was doing in the basement. When he moved to an apartment and
started killing people it obviously became a lot more complicated to
dispose of remains - hence the nightmarish situation he ended up in.
Dahmer, like most serial killers, had come to regard his macabre and
disturbing situation as the norm. He was lost in a bizarre world of his
own. There were some instances of Dahmer sedating someone but not
killing them. It is quite rare for serial killers to let a potential
victim go like this. It is generally assumed that Dahmer did not kill
these people because he deemed those specific situations too risky.
Dahmer said he only murdered people he was attracted to so it could be
the case that he let people go if he decided he wasn't attracted to
them in the end. Dahmer's murders escalated in the end to the point
where they almost piled up on one another. One could argue that he
began as an organised serial killer but as his descent into madness and
depravity went on he became a disorganised serial killer. Jeffrey
Dahmer said that he never really understood why he did the awful things
he did. He said it was like some dark compulsion he couldn't control.

Dahmer's
apartment was, all things considered, rather ordinary and surprisingly
tidy. He had cream walls, a rug, paintings on the wall. The horrors
were hidden away in fridges, boxes, pans, drawers  and out of the
way places - though bloodstains on his mattress and bedroom wall
betrayed the insanity of this man and the awful things he had done.
Dahmer's shopping bills were mostly taken up by cleaning fluids and
chemicals. There wasn't much in the way of actual food in the
apartment. Dahmer seemed to be subsisting on potato chips and beer. He
never was one for cooking at home. When he was employed at the
chocolate factory Dahmer would eat in a diner when he finished work.
The woman who had the apartment above Jeffrey Dahmer DID complain about
the smell and got moved. Those in charge of the building presumed it
must be a sewage problem. Dahmer's neighbours complained more than once
about strange noises and smells coming from Dahmer's apartment. No
action was taken though over these complaints and no one ever took a
good look inside Dahmer's apartment. Naturally, if there are complaints
about someone in an apartment block the last think you assume is that
they might be a serial killer. 

Dahmer had some creative
excuses for the smells that came from his apartment. When he was
questioned by the building supervisor about strange smells Dahmer told
him that the smell came from changing the water in his fish tank. A
former resident of Oxford Apartments where Dahmer lived said the whole
building stank at the best of times so this probably mitigated some of
the dreadful odours coming from Dahmer's apartment. When he was
captured, Dahmer told the police he was very surprised that the
residents in his building hadn't deduced anything because his apartment
was really starting to stink. In his police confession, Jeffrey Dahmer
said that he was dissolving bodies in a vat of acid because he had run
out of money and feared he would be thrown out of his apartment. He
wanted to destroy all evidence of his crimes before this happened.
Dahmer said that when he killed someone he got himself into a mindset
where the victim was not a person but an object designed purely for his
own pleasure. Dahmer claimed that he gave his victims sleeping pills
before strangulation because he didn't want them to suffer. He wanted
their death to be quick and unexpected. Dahmer wanted the victims to be
oblivious to their predicament. 

Dahmer said that if he had
found a submissive and obedient romantic partner who never left him he
might not have killed and become a serial killer. He basically wanted a
loyal mindless sex slave who did whatever he wanted 24 hours a day. The
type of person that Dahmer fantasised about though didn't actually
exist in real life. Dahmer was dangerously delusional and the gulf
between fantasy and reality became too much for him in the end. Dahmer
said in an interview that he could never manage to get 'gruesome and
horrible' thoughts out of his head. Dahmer sometimes liked to paint
human skulls because he thought this made them look fake and they would
be less suspicious if discovered. Dahmer purchased the spray paint for
the skulls from a local art shop. The police discovered that Dahmer had
a crude illustration depicting the 'altar' he planned to construct in
his apartment. Dahmer planned to use the skulls and skeletons of his
victims for this macabre shrine. Jeffrey Dahmer had plainly gone way
down the rabbit hole of insanity by this point and yet he was declared
sane at his trial. The prevailing theory is that Dahmer was declared
sane because the authorities felt that if he was found to be not of
sound mind and sent to a secure mental hospital (rather than prison)
this would have been seen as some sort of defeat for the relatives of
his victims. Dahmer seemed perfectly sane in conversation and in person
but no sane person could have done the things he did. 

The
police found some incense sticks in Jeffrey Dahmer's apartment after
his capture. He is believed to have purchased these to put in his
macabre meditation shrine composed of victim skulls and bones. When he
was a boy, Dahmer became very interested in taxidermy and
decomposition. Dahmer said he first had a fantasy about killing someone
when he was in high school. Dahmer was a fairly bright kid and had a
high IQ as an adult. Relatives of Jeffrey Dahmer say that his
personality seemed to suddenly change after he had hernia surgery at
the age of four. Dahmer attended Revere High School in Ohio. He
developed a drinking problem at a preposterously young age - which
seemed to blight whatever potential he had. Dahmer's former classmates
say you could often smell Scotch on his breath at school. He would also
sometimes take a bottle of vodka to school with him. When he was at
school and college, Dahmer's method for concealing alcohol in class was
to slip some in an empty soda can. 

Jeffrey Dahmer’s childhood
home in Akron, Ohio, is still there. You can rent or buy this property.
Jeffrey Dahmer was apparently known as a prankster when he was at
school. It seems though that he was egged on to do this and, having no
real friends of his own, was eager to please whoever took an interest
in him. Dahmer's pranks at school betray a desperate need for some sort
of attention. One of Dahmer's regular pranks at school was to trace the
outline of a murder victim in chalk on the floor. Another of Dahmer's
pranks at school was to 'photobomb' the National Honor Society group
photo. They had to black Dahmer out of the photograph. When he was at
school, Dahmer would amuse his friends by pretending to have a seizure.
This joke was known as 'doing a Dahmer'. Dahmer was an avid reader as a
teenager. He was said to love reading The Lord of the Rings most of
all. He also played the clarinet in high school. Dahmer's high school
yearbook states that he had some participation in the school newspaper.
So there was a brief moment in his youth where Dahmer, to the outside
world at least, seemed relatively normal. He was always an outsider at
school though and detached from other kids. He never quite fit in. 

Jeffrey
Dahmer said he felt jealous of the attention given to his younger
brother David when he was a boy. Dahmer and his brother David
apparently had almost nothing in common. David was outgoing and
cheerful - the complete opposite of Jeffrey Dahmer. Dahmer's former
school principal said that Jeffrey Dahmer was always something of an
enigma and one of those kids you could never quite figure out or get to
know very well. As evidence of this he cited the fact that Dahmer got
both his highest and lowest grades in the SAME subject. Nothing about
Dahmer ever made much sense. Dahmer worried his family at a young age
because he was withdrawn and isolated and had no hobbies. He didn't do
the normal things that other boys did. Other kids played sports or
video games or Dungeons & Dragons and had their little gangs but
this didn't apply to Dahmer. Dahmer's stepmother said he was always a
loner and impossible for anyone to get to know very well. Dahmer's
parents got divorced in 1978. Dahmer's brother David went to live with
his mother while Jeffrey Dahmer lived with his father and stepmother
Shari. Dahmer would also obviously spend some time living with his
grandmother. When he lived with his grandmother, Dahmer was questioned
by her about the foul smells coming from the basement. Dahmer told his
grandmother that the smell was coming from the cat litter tray down
there. Dahmer said that he took several men back to his grandmother's
house without killing them. Dahmer said he only killed the 'special'
ones. 

Dahmer was gay and so all of his future victims would be
men that he had picked up in bars, malls or developed a casual
friendship with. Dahmer went on a date with a girl at a prom when he
was a teenager. He knew he was gay though so had no interest in making
a habit of this. Bridget Geiger, Dahmer's prom date, said he was very
shy and a little bit weird. Dahmer quickly abandoned Bridget Geiger at
the prom and vanished. He only returned hours later to take her home.
Dahmer graduated from high school in 1978. Dahmer is believed to have
killed for the first time when he was eighteen. Dahmer murdered a
hitchhiker named Steven Hicks he had picked up by hitting him with a
barbell weight. Dahmer threw the remains of his first victim Steven
Hicks in the woods in garbage bags after dissecting the body. A few
weeks later, Dahmer used acid to dissolve the body of Steven Hicks and
crushed whatever bones were left with a hammer. Dahmer said that after
his first murder he tried to 'bury' this experience and forget about
it. That proved to be impossible though. His urge to kill never went
away - despite some lengthy gaps between kills. 

Dahmer had a
conviction for dangerous driving as a teenager. He was caught veering
over the middle of the lane. Dahmer had bags containing the remains of
Steven Hicks in the car at the time. He was amazed that the cops didn't
search his car. If the cops had searched his car that night Dahmer
never would have become famous because he would have been banged up
there and then and couldn't have become a serial killer. Dahmer killed
for the first time only a few weeks after graduating from high school.
As a young man, Dahmer was arrested for indecent exposure to children.
This sort of thing tends to crop in the early life of many serial
killers. Dahmer's father paid for him to go university but he dropped
out after a few months. Dahmer attended Ohio State University. When
Dahmer was at Ohio State college he lived in Morril Tower - a hall of
residence. Morril Tower is still there and students still live in
Dahmer's old room. Dahmer's college room was a quad in that he had a
bedroom but shared other facilities. Dahmer's roommates at college
later said they had practically no memory of him at all. He rarely
spoke to them and was either asleep or out on his own getting drunk.
Someone who vaguely knew Dahmer at college later said that she once saw
him passed out in the street drunk near the campus. One of Dahmer's
college roommates got moved to other accommodation because he was
unhappy about Dahmer's heavy drinking. That was basically all Dahmer
did during his brief time at college - get drunk. 

Dahmer
flunked Anthropology, Classical Civilizations, and Administrative
Science when he was (briefly) at college. Dahmer's college roomates
suspected him of stealing from them. Dahmer apparently stole items to
sell to the pawnshop to fund his drinking. Dahmer is alleged to have
stolen a radio, watch, and $100 from the rooms of fellow college
students while they were at a party. He also donated blood to fund his
drinking binges. Dahmer got $10 each time he donated blood and plasma
at college. He desperately needed this money to fund his drinking.
Dahmer only spent one semester in college. Dahmer slipped out of
college for the last time without saying goodbye to a single person.
After dropping out of univirsity, Dahmer became a combat medic in the
8th Infantry Division and was stationed in West Germany. When he was in
the army, Dahmer was stationed in Baumholder. Baumholder is a town in
the Birkenfeld district in Rhineland-Palatinate, Germany, in the
Westrich, an historic region that encompasses areas in both Germany and
France. Jeffrey Dahmer said he enjoyed his time in the army and
regretted the fact that his drinking got him kicked out. Dahmer said
that the routines and discipline of army life helped to keep his dark
thoughts and desires at bay. 

Two soldiers who served with
Dahmer claimed that he sedated and raped them in Germany. Billy
Capshaw, the army medic who says Dahmer abused him in Germany, said
that Dahmer was always drinking vodka & orange. Dahmer's army
colleagues said he rarely spoke about his parents and even gave the
impression that he didn't have a mother. When he was in the army,
Dahmer's colleagues took him to a brothel once. Dahmer, who had no
interest in women, managed to sneak out and flee. Dahmer was overweight
when he quit college. When he joined the army he was put on a strict
diet to get into shape. Some of Dahmer's army colleagues said that he
bragged about killing someone before he joined the military. They just
presumed he was joking or making it up. Preston Davis was one of the
men who claimed Dahmer sexually assaulted him in the army. Davis said
that Dahmer drugged and raped him while they were on field exercises in
Belgium. Preston Davis (who is black) said that Dahmer was a racist who
became horrible when he was drunk. The claims of Preston Davis
contradict the general assumption that the race of Dahmer's (later)
victims had nothing to do with why they were chosen. 

Preston
Davis said he blocked out the incident with Dahmer for many years
because it was too distressing for him to cope with. Billy Capshaw was
the other soldier who alleged that Dahmer abused him. "It was Dr Jekyll
and Mr Hyde," Capshaw said. "I was in a room I was scared to come out
of. I would steal Jeff's money thinking that if he didn't have any
money, that he wouldn't drink anymore and therefore wouldn't hurt me
anymore. He beat me so badly for that, and to stop me from screaming,
he hit me harder. I thought about killing him, and I thought about
killing myself." Billy Capshaw said he complained about Dahmer but the
army didn't take his claims seriously and took no action. Capshaw said
he only dredged up the memories of this abuse through therapy and
hypnosis. Jeffrey Dahmer trained as an army medical specialist at Fort
Sam Houston in San Antonio, Texas. The ironic thing about Dahmer is
that he was trained to saved lives but was more interested in taking
them. The German police retrospectively investigated Dahmer for the
murder of a ten year-old boy which occurred while he was in Germany.
The police in Germany found though that there was no connection between
Dahmer and this tragic unsolved murder. 

A nurse who had to
give Dahmer medical training when he was an army recruit later said it
was darkly ironic that a man with no empathy whatsoever was assigned to
become an army medic. Capshaw said Dahmer would lock him in their room
as part of his dominating conduct. Billy Capshaw says he is pretty sure
Dahmer drugged him more than once. Capshaw said he woke up one day and
found himself tied to a bed. Capshaw claims that Dahmer would sometimes
return to the barracks late at night covered in blood. Capshaw is
presumably alleging then that Dahmer may have killed (or attacked at
least) people while in Germany. There is no concrete evidence that this
really happened though. After the arrest of Dahmer in the United States
in 1991, the police in Germany investigated some unsolved murders to
see if Dahmer could have done them wile he was stationed in the
country. In the end though they could find no compelling evidence that
Dahmer had murdered anyone while he was in Germany. It has been alleged
that Dahmer had some indecent exposure incidents with local children
when he was in Germany but the army covered this up. 

One
contributing factor as to why Dahmer was discharged from the army,
besides his drinking problem, is that he had a bad shoulder which
hampered his ability to perform his duties. Dahmer's platoon leader
during his army basic training said that Dahmer would usually leave the
base on a Friday on his own. He was basically a complete loner.
Dahmer's platoon leader during his army basic training said that,
unlike the other recruits, Dahmer rarely got any mail. Dahmer's army
record also indicated that he was a persistent lawbreaker. He would
sometimes turn up for duty drunk. He was also reprimanded for playing
his stereo too loud. Jeffrey Dahmer was eventually kicked out of the
army for his drinking. He refused to participate in rehabilitation
schemes designed to get him sober. After his discharge from the army
and a year in Florida (where he worked in a sandwich shop and slept on
the beach when he ran out of money), Dahmer eventually ended up living
with his grandmother in West Allis, Wisconsin. Dahmer killed two people
at his parent's home and three at his grandmother's house. 


HOW THEY CAUGHT JEFFREY DAHMER PART 2

In
1987, Jeffrey Dahmer woke up in the Ambassador Hotel in Milwaukee with
the dead body of a man next to him. Dahmer had no memory of having
killed someone the previous evening but this is obviously what had
happened. He somehow managed to get the body out of the hotel using a
suitcase and took it to his grandmother's home (where Dahmer lived at
the time) so that he could dissect the body and dispose of it. Dahmer
became aware that it was relatively easy to pick up young men and as he
was living with just his grandmother he had a relative sort of privacy
at home. The victim's name was Steven Walter Tuomi. This was Dahmer's
second murder. In the end, Jeffrey Dahmer's grandmother (who obviously
had no idea her grandson was murdering people), though she loved her
grandson, got tired of his strange behaviour and decided he had to
leave. His stepmother Sari Dahmer said the had a few weird incidents
involving 'Jeff' at his grandmother's house which made them wonder what
he was up to. There were bad odours and strange melted substances in
the basement. Dahmer's relatives thought he was doing some weird
experiments with roadkill or something. 

Dahmer eventually
moved into an apartment and his killing spree then began to spiral out
of control. Jeffrey Dahmer lived at Apartment 213, Oxford
Apartments—924 N. 25th street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Dahmer chose his
apartment because it was cheap and close to where he worked. Jeffrey
Dahmer was employed at Ambrosia Chocolate Factory in Milwaukee. While
working at the chocolate factory, Dahmer drugged and sexually fondled a
13-year-old boy. He was given five years’ probation. At the chocolate
factory, Dahmer worked the night shift for $8.75 an hour. Dahmer was a
mixer at the chocolate factory. He was eventually fired from his job at
the chocolate factory for missing shifts. One of Dahmer's colleagues at
the chocolate factory said Dahmer was always falling asleep at work.
This is doubtless part of the reason why he got fired. Rudy Bayron, who
worked with Dahmer at the chocolate factory, said that Dahmer would
bring peanut butter and honey sandwiches to work and cut them with a
twelve inch knife. Dahmer used to joke to colleagues that he used the
knife to kill people  Dahmer's colleagues at the chocolate factory
expressed surprise in the media when Dahmer's crimes came to light.
They'd considered Jeffrey Dahmer to be meek and not in the least bit
scary. He didn't seem like a killer at all to them. 

This is
quite common when it comes to serial killers. Ted Bundy's friends and
family initially refused to believe he was a serial killer when he was
captured. When the horrors of Cromwell Street were revealed, the
neigbours of Fred and Rose West expressed amazement that these two
seemingly placid and friendly people could be capable of murder. A man
who knew Dahmer at the chocolate factory said Dahmer hated working
there. He also said Dahmer was quite conservative in his political
views and used to complain about the welfare system supporting people
who were too lazy to work. Dahmer's work colleagues at the chocolate
factory said he was always broke. After paying his rent and trawling
around the town buying booze and looking for victims, Dahmer never had
much money left. Colleagues at the chocolate factory said that Dahmer
wasn't very chatty at all (to put it mildly) and usually spent his
lunch break reading books about tropical fish. When he worked at the
chocolate factory Dahmer would usually get home at eight in the
morning. He would get a few hours sleep and then go out and have some
lunch in the town. Dahmer liked simple fast food like burgers and fried
chicken. The chocolate factory where Dahmer worked was said to induce a
wonderful sweet cocoa smell over the surrounding area. 

His
heavy drinking made regular employment a constant struggle for Dahmer.
It's a miracle he lasted as long as he did at the chocolate factory. No
one at the chocolate factory initially knew Dahmer was gay because he
never talked about his private life. Jeffrey Dahmer worked at the
chocolate factory for about six years before he was fired. In 1992,
Ambrosia closed and demolished their downtown Milwaukee chocolate
factory and moved to a new more modern facility on the city’s northwest
side. The move was apparently long planned anyway but it was convenient
timing because they obviously didn't want the chocolate factory where
Dahmer had once worked to become a ghoulish tourist attraction. Having
a regular job acted as no significant break on Dahmer's serial killing
activities and - inevitably and tragically - his activities would
become even more prolific when he lost his job and joined the ranks of
the unemployed. Jeffrey Dahmer was literally the last person in the
world you'd want with too much free time on his hands. Dahmer said that
his murders escalated when he lost his job at the chocolate factory.

Dahmer
said he did not sell any jewelry or valuables belonging to his victims.
Dahmer was fairly shrewd and must have known this would too risky -
though he would doubtless have been happy for any extra money. Jeffrey
Dahmer said that after his third murder he began keeping the skulls. He
would boil them in a cleaning solution. A number of serial killers have
kept momentos from their kills. Sometimes this can be something like
driving licences or jewelry. When it came to Jeffrey Dahmer it was the
skulls he prized the most. Dahmer said that as his victim count
escalated he became much better at cutting up bodies and could do this
grisly dissection task surprisingly quickly in the end. He had a tray
at the bottom of his fridge to collect the blood that dripped down from
body parts. Dahmer skinned the entire body of one his victims. He said
this took two hours. Dahmer sometimes disposed of parts of his victims
in the garbage to get them out of the apartment. Amazingly, these were
never discovered. Dahmer attributed this to the fact that he wrapped
them up very tightly. Dahmer once drank the spiked drink he had laced
for a victim by mistake. He passed out and when he woke up the victim
had robbed him and left. Naturally, Dahmer didn't bother to report the
crime. The 'thief' had no idea how lucky he had been that Dahmer gave
him the wrong drink by mistake. 

Dahmer skated on thin ice a
few times like this but luck always seemed to be on his side and his
freedom and life intact. Dahmer said that when he killed someone this
only satisfied him for a few months. After that the urge to kill again
returned stronger than ever. He was surprised not to get caught after
he killed his first victim. He said that being an undetected serial
killer was a lot easier than he expected. Dahmer said that sometimes he
would dissolve bones in acid and flush them down the toilet. He told
the police that it takes about an hour to boil a head. Dahmer said he
used Soilex to boil heads. Dahmer kept a portion of a victim's arm in
his fridge with a view to eating it later. He never got around to this
though because he was arrested. Dahmer said he ate parts of his victims
because he wanted them to always be a part of him. He apparently
refused though to eat people who had tattoos. Even cannibals have their
quirks. Dahmer used formaldehyde to preserve body parts. There was a
long gap between Dahmer's first and second murders. This is somewhat
uncommon for serial killers. Dahmer said there was a gap between his
first and second murder because he had been spooked and scared by the
incident where the cops pulled him over when he still had victim parts
in the car. 

Dahmer said his first murder was not planned.
Dahmer's first victim Steven Hicks was on his way to a concert at
Cleveland’s Blossom Music Center at the time of his fateful meeting
with Jeffrey Dahmer. It has been speculated that Dahmer might have
murdered Steven Hicks because Hicks spurned his sexual advances. Dahmer
denied this though and said he killed Hicks because he didn't want him
to leave. Dahmer went back to the remains of his first victim to dig
them up after about two weeks. This was ostensibly to crush the bones
but Dahmer's morbid fascination with dead bodies doubtless compelled
him to go back. Dahmer would cut a hole in the stomach of his victims
and use it as a way to have sexual intercourse. When he was in custody,
Dahmer said that if he'd had a video camera he would have shot film of
his dead victims. Dahmer had a human scalp in one of his drawers when
he was arrested. It was a crime scene the cops were never likely to
forgot - as much as they might dearly wish they could.

After he
killed his first victim, Dahmer sliced open the stomach because he was
curious to see what the insides of a human looked like. Dahmer said
that the first kill of any serial killer is the one that is most
vividly ingrained in the memory. Dahmer said he felt a great sense of
loss whenever he had to dispose of some human remains in the garbage.
He wished he could keep all parts of his victims. Dahmer said he tried
to preserve the face of one victim but he was unable to do this because
the chemical solution he used destroyed it. Jeffrey Dahmer targeted
victims with smooth skin. He didn't like body hair. Because they don't
have normal human emotions or feelings, serial killers tend to see
their victims as mere objects to do with as they please. The fact that
they are causing pain, suffering, and death doesn't bother serial
killers. They don't worry about things like this. Dahmer said that
after he killed someone he would lay next to the body and pretend that
person was still alive. 

At the rate Dahmer's murders were
escalating, it seems plausible to think that he would have murdered at
least a dozen more people had he been left to his own devices for
another year or two. Serial killers often say that killing is very
compulsive once they do it for the first time. In many ways, Dahmer
moving into his own apartment was the worst thing that could have
happened to him because he now had the freedom to invite people home
and do with them as he pleased. His new independence also meant he had
less contact with his family. Dahmer said that his knowledge of human
anatomy came from reading and also his medic training in the army.
Dahmer said that going out on the 'hunt' for victims was a big part of
the 'thrill' of being a serial killer. He said of his knowledge of
pills used to sedate people also came from his army medic training.
Dahmer knew what he was doing was wrong but his only concern was to
'own' a person who could never leave him. In his disturbed mind the
means justified the end. 

Dahmer said that after he killed one
of his victims he bit the neck as a sort of vampiric experiment. It
wasn't something he made a habit of though. Serial killers tend to
broadly fall into two categories - organised and disorganised.
Organised serial killers are the ones who maintain a job and might even
have an unsuspecting wife and children. Disorganised serial killers on
the other hand are completely detached from society. One might argue
that Dahmer fell somewhat in the middle of these categories in that he
(mostly) held down a job but was alienated from society in his private
life. Jeffrey Dahmer would sometimes try to persuade himself that he
hadn't hurt his victims because they were dead or unconscious when he
did all the bad stuff. This is what you might call a cognitive
distortion. Dahmer said he felt a sense of relief when his victims were
dead because it meant he didn't have to worry about their needs or
concerns anymore. 

Killers like Dahmer lack the ability to
think through the consequences of their actions. The fact that they are
liable to end up in the electric chair or in prison for life never
seems to factor into their thinking. They are too immersed in
satisfying their compulsion to kill.  Serial killers don't really
conform to any one method or strategy when it comes to getting rid of
bodies. There are all sorts of methods killers use to get rid of
bodies. The most effective is simply to dump them in a large river or
the sea. Many killers in America leave the victims in a forest where a
lot of decomposition will occur before they are found. Other killers
(especially city dwellers) will just leave the bodies where they are -
often because they love the thought of leaving a shocking crime scene.
And then you get the killers like Dahmer and Dennis Nilsen who end up
in a the nightmarish and surreal situation of living in a small
apartment where the cupboards and drawers are full up with body parts,
heads, and human flesh. It was a gradual escalation at first but soon
ran out of control. 

Dahmer did not plan to end up in this
situation but it was an unavoidable consequence of his 'hobby' and
being both a serial killer and a deeply off and unemotional man it was
also something he sort of got used to in the end. Dahmer enjoyed having
skulls, bones and flesh in his apartment. It was his version of
collecting stamps or football stickers. 

Dahmer said that
killing people and doing as he pleased with their body was the only
thing that ever gave him any satisfaction in life. Dahmer apparently
toyed with the idea of using electric shock treatment to create a
zombie sex slave. He decided in the end though that he didn't have
sufficient expertise to know how to do this. Dahmer does not appear to
have been one of those serial killers who kept personal items (like ID,
jewelry etc) belonging to his victims. He was more interested in body
parts and bones. There were a few victim driving licences in his
apartment though when he was captured. Dahmer was addicted to the power
he felt when he had mastery of a dead person. He was acting out his
darkest fantasy. The fantasy could never be permanent though. The
bodies would inevitably decay and smell. They had to be disposed of.
Dahmer then had to kill again to begin the fantasy afresh. It was what
you might describe as a classic example of a vicious circle. 

Jeffrey
Dahmer is the most famous cannibal killer. Dahmer told the police he
didn't really know how many times he had samples human flesh. it could
have been a few times or it could have been more. Dahmer said that by
sampling the flesh of his victims it made it feel as if they were
always a part of him. Dahmer fried the body parts of his victims in a
skillet before he ate them. Dahmer used a meat tenderizer to make human
flesh more tender and edible. Dr Eric Hickey, professor of forensic
psychology at Walden University, estimated that around only around five
to ten out of every two thousand serial killers are cannibals. It is
very rare for serial killers to eat the flesh of their victims. This
fact makes the known cannibal serial killers all the more infamous.
There are not a huge amount of killers where we know for a fact that
they ate parts of their victims and so verified killers who fall into
this category are (unavoidably) all the more macabre and morbidly
fascinating. Cannibal killers do exist though in true crime history. 

Leonarda
Cianciulli was a serial killer active in Italy during World War 2. Her
murders were unusual because they were motivated by a belief in black
magic. Cianciulli believed that if she offered up some human sacrifices
this would prevent her soldier son from coming to any harm in the war.
She subsequently killed three women. The story of Leonarda Cianciulli
was given a macabre gloss by what she did to her victims after she
killed them. She used the blood from her victims in a recipe for tea
cakes. Cianciulli also turned her last victim into bars of soap. And
yes, Leonarda Cianciulli is said to have sampled the cakes she made
from her unfortunate victims. Joachim Kroll was born in Hindenburg,
Upper Silesia, in 1933. Kroll killed fourteen people between 1955 and
1976. When the police entered the apartment where Kroll lived there was
a hand boiling in a pan of water and human flesh in the fridge. Human
waste blocked the pipes and toilet. Kroll was clearly insane. He tends
to be known as The Ruhr Cannibal in true crime articles. When he was
asked to explain why he had eaten parts of his victims, Kroll calmly
replied that he had done this to reduce his supermarket shopping bills
for food. 

Dorángel Vargas was known as The Hannibal Lecter of
the Andes. He killed at least fourteen people in the mid 1990s in
Venezuela. Vargas was homeless and preyed on victims in a local park.
He confessed to eating eleven of his victims. Vargas said he did not
eat women or children because they were too pure. He also declined to
eat overweight people because he said fatty flesh was less healthy.
Karl Denke was born in 1860 in the Kingdom of Prussia (now part of
Poland). Denke is known as The Cannibal from Ziebice. Denke was well
liked and an organist at the local Lutheran church. He had a small
store which sold meat. He killed for the first time in 1903 by
murdering a young slaughterhouse worker named Emma Sander (luckily for
Denke, this murder was attributed to a wholly innocent man who had
worked with the dead woman). The meat Denke sold in his shop was in
reality the flesh of his victims. He was even a cannibal himself and
sampled his own products. 

Denke usually pickled the meat of
his victims and sold it in jars. It was clearly very popular because
the shop did a flourishing trade. Denke's gruesome exploits came to an
end in 1924 when a homeless man went to the police to complain that a
lunatic with an axe had just tried to murder him. When they
investigated the workshop out the back of Denke's shop the police
discovered that Denke had been making belts from human skin. He also
used human hair to produce shoelaces. They also found huge piles of
human bones and remains. These included 65 feet and metacarpal bones
and 150 human ribs. There were bones from all parts of the human body
and knives and axes all stained with blood. Denke was arrested but hung
himself at the police station. It is believed that Denke murdered at
least forty people to provide meat for his shop. Because there was no
trial or police interview, Denke never explained what exactly had made
him sell human flesh in his shop and kill all those people. 

Nikolai
Espolovich Dzhumagaliev was a Soviet serial killer who was convicted of
seven murders committed from 1979 to 1980. He is known as Kolya the
Maneater because he ate the flesh of some of his victims. Of his first
murder, Dzhumagaliev told the police - "I cut the corpse's breast into
strips, removed the ovaries, and separated the pelvis and hips; I then
put these pieces into a backpack and carried them home. I melted the
fat to fry with, and some parts I pickled. Once, I put the parts
through a meat grinder and made dumplings. I saved the meat for myself;
I never served it to anyone else. Twice, I grilled parts—the heart and
the kidneys. Grilled meat, too. But it was tough, and I had to cook it
for a long time in its own fat. The meat of this woman took me a month
to eat. The first time I ate human flesh, I had to force myself, but
then I got used to it."

Albert Fish was born in Washington, D.C. in
1870. He molested over 400 children and tortured and killed an
unverified number of others. We will never know exactly how many people
Fish might have killed. Fish is an infamous bogeyman in true crime lore
and always claimed to be a cannibal. The flesh from one of the legs of
one of the child victims of Fish had been hacked away. He once told the
police that he made a stew out of the nose and ears of one of his
victims. No wonder Albert Fish is considered to have been one of the
inspirations for Hannibal Lecter. The most infamous crime of Fish came
when he pretended to be hiring farm workers and met the Budd family
(whose father Edward was seeking employment). Fish persuaded them to
let their ten year-old daughter Grace visit him to attend a birthday
party for his niece but - of course - it was all a ruse and Grace
turned up to find Fish alone. Fish later sent the Budd family a letter
in which he claimed to have cooked and eaten Grace after he killed her.
Özgür Dengiz was a Turkish killer who killed two people and attempted
to kill another. His crimes took place from 1997 to 2007. When he was
captured, Dengiz was found to have human flesh in his fridge. Dengiz
said he liked human flesh so much he would even eat it raw. 

Peter
Bryan (born in 1970) was a killer who murdered three people in England
from 1993 to 2004. When he was captured by the police in 2004, Bryan
was cooking parts of a victim's brain in a frying pan. "I ate his
brains with butter," Bryan told the police. "It was really nice." Bryan
was completely insane. He was sent to Broadmoor Hospital - where he
later killed another inmate because he said he wanted to eat more human
flesh. Bryan committed his first murder in 1993 when he was 23
years-old. At this time Bryan had recently worked in clothes shop on
the Kings Road but lost his job when he was caught stealing. Bryan had
become infatuated with Nisha Sheth. Nisa was the twenty year-old
daughter of the owners of the shop that Bryan had worked in. Bryan
decided he would get revenge on the owners of the shop by killing
Nisha. He struck Nisha over the head with a claw hammer while she was
speaking to someone on the telephone and she was dead in matter of
minutes. 

Bryan then jumped from a balcony in what was
obviously a suicide attempt. The suicide attempt was unsuccessful and
Bryan was arrested. He confessed to the murder of Nisha Sheth and was
found guilty of manslaughter on the grounds of diminished
responsibility. His next port of call was Rampton maximum security
psychiatric unit. Despite the severity of his crime, Peter Bryan did
not appear to strike those who cared for him as dangerous or insane. In
fact, in 2002 he was moved to a hostel in north London where he had
relative freedom. The authorities were clearly paving the way for Peter
Bryan to perhaps even be released. They seemed to believe he was cured
of whatever demons drove him to that awful crime in 1993. In 2004,
Bryan was sent to an open psychiatric ward at Newham General Hospital
after being caught 'blowing raspberries' on the stomach of a sixteen
year-old girl. In February 2004, Bryan then killed 43 year-old Brian
Cherry. Cherry was actually a friend of Bryan - not that it did him
much good. The murder happened a mere three hours after Bryan had been
discharged from his medical facility. The murder took place at Cherry's
flat in Walthamstow, east London. A woman named Nicola Newman arrived
at the flat and was told by a blood splattered Peter Bryan and that
Cherry was dead. 

Brian Cherry had been struck in the head 24
times with a hammer. One of his arms had been cut off and a leg had
been severed. His head was partially sawed off and Peter Bryan was
cooking brain and flesh from the head on a stove with some butter. The
flesh he was cooking was matted with Cherry's hair. Peter Bryan was
sent to Broadmoor (a secure mental hospital) after the murder of Brian
Cherry. Amazingly though, he was then transferred to a medium risk
area. Believe it or not, despite hacking his friend to pieces and
eating part of his brain, the authorities still didn't quite seem to
understand how dangerous Bryan was! In April, 2004, Bryan killed a
fellow inmate named Richard Loudwell. Loudwell was killed in the dining
room. He had been strangled and had his head smashed against the floor.
Bryan said he would have eaten Loudwell's brain if he hadn't been
interrupted. Peter Bryan believed that killing and eating people made
him stronger. He said he wanted to kill eight people so he could be a
famous serial killer. Bryan was so crazy that he still thought he was
going to be released. On the 15th of March 2005, Bryan pleaded guilty
at the Old Bailey to two manslaughters on the grounds of diminished
responsibility. Bryan is, for obvious reasons, sometimes called The
Real Hannibal Lecter in true crime circles.

Fritz Haarmann, a
German serial Killer most active in the early decades of the 20th
century, was known as The Vampire of Hanover because he would bite the
necks of his victims.
Fritz Haarmann is believed to have killed
twenty-seven people. He dumped the remains in the Leine River. The
police found 500 human bones in this river. Haarmann sold meat on the
black market. You can probably guess what type of meat he is speculated
to have used. Richard Chase was born in Santa Clara, California, in
1950. Chase was later nicknamed The Vampire of Sacramento when he
achieved infamy as a deranged serial killer. He picked up this grisly
and theatrical moniker because he liked to drink the blood of animals
and his human victims. When the police searched the apartment of Chase
they found traces of blood everywhere - including the kitchen utensils.
Joey "The Cannibal" Methney is a killer convicted of two murders. He
might have killed thirteen people in all. Methney would put the blood
of his victims in the burgers he sold at his food stall. 

Vladimir
Nikolayev was sentenced to death in 1997 for killing and cannibalizing
two people in the town of Novocheboksary in Russia. Nikolayev told
investigators - "I was coming home from a party a little drunk and next
to the door of my building there was another guy; also drunk who asked
me for a light. We started arguing and it got into a fight. He hit me
and I hit him and it turned out he died. What was I to do? I dragged
him to the bathroom, undressed him and started cutting him apart. I cut
off his head, arms, legs and all of a sudden something kinda struck me
and I thought I would try him. I cut off a piece of meat from his thigh
and boiled it. I tried it, but didn’t like it so I chopped it up and
fried it in a frying pan. I gave the meat to one of my friends, he took
it home - gave it to his wife. She made dumplings with it, had some
herself and fed it to her children. Well, I said it was kangaroo. We
don’t have kangaroos around here. They didn’t know what it was."

Alferd
Packer was known as The Colorado Cannibal. He was a prospector and
murderer who ate human flesh to survive in the wilderness in 1874. He
was later captured and imprisoned. 'Like thousands of other men of his
time,' wrote coloradovirtuallibrary.org, 'Alferd (sometimes spelled
Alfred) Packer caught gold fever and sought to make his fortune in the
mountains of Colorado. During the winter of 1873-74, Packer joined a
group of five other men, whose names were Shannon Bell, James Humphrey,
Frank Miller, George Noon, and Israel Swan. The men had met Chief
Ouray, who told them to postpone their journey until spring, but the
men ignored the Chief’s advice. In February, the six men ran out of
food. Alone in the wilderness and trapped in heavy snows, the men soon
resorted to boiling their moccasins for food. After a few days, even
that ran out. According to Packer, the men became so hungry that one
night, Bell came after Packer with a hatchet. Packer turned on Bell and
killed him. Packer claimed that he then found the bodies of his other
companions and that the flesh had been torn from one of them. That is
when, Packer said, he was forced to eat the meat of the other men, or
otherwise starve to death.'

Yoo Young-chul is a South Korean
serial killer who claimed to have eaten the flesh of his victims. He
was active between 2003 and 2004 and claimed to have killed twenty
people. Many of his victims were prostitutes who he bludgeoned to
death. He also killed a number of rich men. Yoo Young-chul said that
his motivation for killing was bitterness at the poverty he had grown
up in. He didn't think it was fair that some people had more money than
they could ever spend while others had to live in squalor. His capture
ignited a debate in South Korea over whether the death penalty should
be used. The country has not executed anyone since 1997. In the end,
Yoo Young-chul was not executed and still resides in prison. In 1830, a
criminal named Edward Broughton was transported from England to
Tasmania (then known as Van Diemen’s Land) in Australia to work in a
penal colony. Broughton ended up on a work party of five convicts.
There was only one police constable in charge of the party and the
prisoners attacked him and escaped. The men had an axe (which they had
stolen from their work party) and trekked through the wilderness in
search of food. They were eventually exhausted and starving. 

Broughton
decided they would simply have to eat one of the convicts. As a
consequence, Richard Hutchinson (who was convicted for horse theft) was
murdered by Broughton with the axe and his body was roasted over a
fire. Broughton made a pact with a teenage convict in the party named
Patrick Fagan. They both watched over one another while the other was
asleep. Broughton kept a firm grip on the precious axe. The axe gave
him power over the group. William Coventry, the oldest of the convicts,
was chosen to be the next victim when they ran out of food again. He
was killed with the axe and his flesh roasted over another fire. The
men ate as much as they could and then stuffed the remaining human
flesh in their pockets for later. The convicts continued their trek and
thoughts turned to who would be next to eat. Broughton was asked to
kill Fagan but he refused to allow the death his friend. The matter was
taken out of his own hands though when one of the remaining convicts
named Matthew Macavoy murdered Fagan with the axe when Broughton was
asleep. Broughton and Macavoy cooked the body and had a large meal.
Broughton and Macavoy gave themselves up a few days later when they
reached an outpost. In 1832 they were hung for murder and cannibalism.
Broughton made a full confession. 

Despite their awful and
shocking deeds, the fame of Jeffrey Dahmer would eventually far
outstrip all of these notorious cannibals. If the internet had been
around in 1991 it's a fair bet that Jeffrey Dahmer would have been the
world's trending topic for a good few days after his capture. Jeffrey
Dahmer would sometimes pick up his victims at the Grand Avenue. This
was a local Milwaukee mall/shopping plaza which opened in 1982. Dahmer
liked to go to this place to get something to eat and see if anyone
there took his fancy as a potential victim. It was one of his favourite
hunting grounds. Dahmer did a lot of people watching on these jaunts to
the mall and outside in general. Dahmer felt like had his nose pressed
up against the window of ordinary life and civilised society. He could
peer in from time to time but it was a place he could never belong.
Dahmer was an outcast and a killer. The real world was just a place to
feed his sick appetites. He was only happy in the dark fantasy world he
had created in his house of horror apartment. 

The Grand Avenue
mall still exists to this day. Dahmer did not cook and rarely had any
food in his apartment aside from potato chips so he would have to go
out to get something to eat most days. He was becoming quite thin by
1991 and subsisting on booze and cheap fast food. Dahmer would usually
get himself some burgers or pizza when he went into town to eat. He
also liked simple old fashioned diner food. His financial situation was
becoming precarious now that he had lost his job at the chocolate
factory so even cheap meals were becoming a luxury. Dahmer knew that he
was going to run out of money soon and probably be kicked out of his
apartment as a consequence for not having the rent. Given that his
apartment was festooned with body parts and evidence of murder this was
an alarming prospect for Dahmer to say the least. With this in mind it
was absolutely crazy that he was looking for someone else to kill in
the mall because the last thing Dahmer needed was more forensic
evidence to dispose of in an apartment he probably wouldn't be in for
much longer. Basic logic like this does not though tend to infringe on
the thoughts and thinking of serial killers. Jeffrey Dahmer was
consumed by his desire to kill again and gave little thought to his
medium term future. He was only concerned with what would happen that
day. Dahmer had a childlike inability to think more than a few days
ahead. 

Though he had no way of knowing it at the time and it
was probably the last thing on his mind it would be the selection of a
potential victim by Dahmer this day at the mall which would seal his
fate and finally bring the curtain down on the 'career' of this strange
and highly disturbing serial killer. It was July 22, 1991 - the day
that Jeffrey Dahmer's luck (happily) finally ran out. Dahmer had
certainly pushed his luck in the past when it came to his serial killer
activities and survived precarious situations. There was more than one
occasion when he could or should have been caught. More than one person
had escaped from him (having someone escape is usually bad news for a
serial killer because there is now a witness to their criminality but
Dahmer had still yet to be investigated let alone arrested) and there
was the close shave with Steven Tuomi in the hotel. Dahmer said he woke
up with bruised knuckles and realised he'd battered Steven to death.
Dahmer believes that because he'd drunk a large amount of rum the
previous evening he had some sort of blackout which made him forget
everything that had happened. Dahmer said he had pounded Steven Tuomi
so hard that Steven's ribs were broken. 

As usual, Dahmer had
drugged the victim first so there would be no resistance. He somehow
got out of the hotel with the victim in a suitcase but he could easily
have been caught there and then. If you murder someone in a hotel your
odds of getting out of this situation with your freedom intact are
50/50 at best and in all probability a lot worse than that. Dahmer had
beaten the odds though and somehow slipped out of that hotel with his
liberty still intact. There was also the even closer shave when a cop
car stopped him while he had his first victim in the trunk. If the cop
had searched the car then Jeffrey Dahmer would have been imprisoned
after one solitary murder. If the police had searched his trunk that
night then we'd have never heard of Jeffrey Dahmer today because he
wouldn't famous. He would have just been locked away for one murder and
wouldn't even have become a serial killer. Dahmer was exceptionally
lucky then to have got away with these two incidents in the past.
Dahmer came to believe that it was almost impossible for him to get
caught but he was wrong about that and his afternoon at the mall was
the beginning of the end. It was to be his last day of freedom. 

What
the close shaves in the past did illustrate is that Dahmer wasn't
always the most careful and risk adverse of serial killers. He could
get sloppy and it was this sloppiness which in the end finally doomed
him to prison. On July 22, 1991, Dahmer ultimately made a series of
mistakes which all rebounded on him. He got too drunk, he had no
sleeping pills left to sedate the victim, and last but by no means
least he completely underestimated the mettle of his chosen victim. As
part of his probation for previous sexual convictions a few years
prior, a probation officer was supposed to visit Dahmer each week for a
set period to check up on him to make sure he was on the straight and
narrow. However, these visits never happened because the probation
officer in question was too busy with other cases. Had the probation
visits gone ahead then Dahmer's murderous activities could potentially
have been rumbled much sooner. At the very least it would definitely
have made his serial killing activities more difficult and risky is
someone was keeping an eye on him. To be fair to the probation service
in question, they obviously had no way of knowing that Dahmer was a
serial killer cannibal. 

So you can see that Dahmer had enjoyed
a lot of luck as far as serial killers go and still remained undetected
despite a few close shaves where he might easily have been arrested.
There were plenty of situations in the past where he could easily have
been caught and imprisoned but somehow he had ridden his luck and
continued to fly under the radar. It was perhaps inevitable that sooner
or later the increasingly frazzled and confused Dahmer was going to
mess up but sadly he managed to kill many times before this happened.
It was a great tragedy that this awful man was not captured much
sooner. Dahmer knew only too well that any search of his apartment by
the cops would be the end of him but thus far he had managed to avoid
this doomsday scenario from coming to pass. Dahmer, like most serial
killers, believed himself to be indestructible and didn't thnk he would
ever be caught. July 22, 1991 was the day that Jeffrey Dahmer turned
out to be completely wrong about this assumption. The downsides to
being a serial killer are patently obvious. The downsides are that you
might get caught - which will mean life in prison or even execution.
Serial killers tend not to think about these things though. They push
them to the back of their mind. They create a delusional fantasy in
their mind which manifests itself in a strong belief they will never be
captured. 

The reason why Dahmer was using a drum of acid to
dispose of body parts was his hope that he could dispose of all the
forensic murder evidence in his home before he was inevitably booted
out of his apartment for failure to pay the rent. Dahmer had lost his
job and so was running out of money. He should have been looking for a
new job so that he could continue to pay the rent and remove forensic
evidence but he was more interested in using his new freedom to
accelerate his serial killer activities. Dahmer later told the police
that losing his job was not good because when he had a job it at least
gave him a focus away from killing people. Once he was unemployed he
had nothing to do so devoted all of his time to being a serial killer.
Away from serial killing, Dahmer's only two hobbies were drinking and
watching horror films and he still managed to incorporate these two
relatively harmless (so long as drink is taken in moderation) pursuits
into his serial killing routines. So there was not really anything that
Dahmer did that wasn't connected to murder. Even when he was doing
something as innocent and seemingly ordinary as having pizza in the
mall he was actually scoping out potential victims and thinking about
what their skull might look like in his fridge.

Dahmer's plan
was to get rid of all the murder evidence and then thoroughly clean the
place so his apartment was clean of anything incriminating. If he did
this it would then be safe for him to move out and Oxford Apartments
would be none the wiser as to the things he had got up to when he lived
there. They would just rent out his old apartment and no one would know
that the previous occupant was a gruesome serial killer. Once he had
done this, Dahmer's plan was to go to a homeless shelter until such
time as he could secure another job and sort himself out with a new
apartment. On paper this all sounded like a logical and reasonable
plan. Dahmer ran this scenario in his head and pictured life with a
clean slate. The chances of Dahmer successfully carrying it out though
were close to zero. The obvious problem Dahmer faced was that he
couldn't stop killing people. His plan to dispose of all murder
evidence, leave his apartment in the clear and have a fresh start was
just a fantasy. Dahmer, like so many serial killers, was completely
delusional about his ability to stop killing and make a fresh start. He
simply wasn't capable of this. The days when he could go months and
even years without killing someone were long gone. 

By 1991
Dahmer was searching for a new victim on a weekly basis. There was no
longer any 'cooling off' period or break in his activities. He had
plunged head first in an ocean of murder and depravity and he was never
coming back to the surface. The only thing that could make Dahmer stop
killing now was capture and prison. Thankfully, capture and prison for
Dahmer was close at hand. On July 22, 1991, Dahmer went to the Grand
Avenue mall in search of a new victim. Though he didn't know it at the
time Dahmer was now experiencing his last hours of freedom. The clock
was ticking. Dahmer was very familiar with this mall and considered it
to be a favourable hunting ground. Serial killers, as a general rule,
don't really like to travel very much. They tend to look for victims in
an area they know well and are comfortable with. There are some notable
exceptions but generally serial killers are creatures of habit and
routine and operate in a constrictive area. Dahmer was very much in
this mould. He liked to hunt in the immediate vicinity and he mostly
killed his victims in his apartment or wherever he lived. You were only
in danger from Jeffrey Dahmer if he got you back to his apartment. This
therefore became a vital part of his activities. He had to persuade
someone to come home with him because otherwise he couldn't kill. 

It
wasn't the killing part that satisfied Dahmer but the ownership of the
body afterwards. This is why he liked to murder victims in his
apartment. Murdering someone in another location and then leaving the
body there would have held no appeal for Dahmer whatsoever. As far as
Dahmer was concerned this would have meant missing out on the best
part. Ownership of the body was paramount for Dahmer so this meant he
had to kill in his apartment. When he moved to Oxford Apartments, aside
from one incident, we see that Dahmer also stuck to his familiar method
of sedating victims with a spiked drink and then strangling them. This
was a fairly foolproof strategy so long as they unwittingly consumed
the drink - which they nearly always did. Dahmer sedated the victims to
excise the risk that one of them might fight back and be more than he
could handle. Serial killers like to have physical dominance over their
victims. The last thing they want is to end up fighting them on equal
terms. The fact that Dahmer now deviated from this tried and tested
sedation method and still gone ahead with no sedative indicated that he
wasn't thinking straight and had become complacent and overconfident.
His desire for a fresh victim had clouded any sense of planning or risk
avoidance.

The problem Dahmer faced on this fateful day was that
he had run out of sleeping pills so his usual methods would not be
available to him. If he had any sense he would have delayed his
murderous activities until such time as he could replenish his stock of
sleeping pills but serial killers tend not to have much in the way of
sense and logical thinking. All they can think about is the next
murder. Dahmer's desire to find a victim and kill again was
considerably stronger than any qualms he might have had about having to
subdue a victim without the assistance of a spiked drink. As far as any
mall victim was concerned, Dahmer was now going to have to 'wing it'
and use different methods. In the end he proved to be incapable of
successfully adapting his methods. You could say that Dahmer turned out
to have no Plan B. Though usually cited as one of the serial killers
with the highest IQ it turned out that he wasn't nearly as smart as he
thought. The problem Dahmer faced that evening was an equation he was
largely unfamiliar with. The new equation was a victim who wasn't
sedated but very much awake and very much determined to live. A victim
who was ready to fight back when the right moment arrived. Serial
killers greatly enjoy the power and dominance they have over their
victims and take it for granted. It comes as a nasty shock to them when
a victim actually fights back. 

Late in the afternoon, Dahmer
had some pizza and beer at the mall and bided his time. He watched the
people and famalies enjoying their day. He was scoping the place out
and looking for the right person to play the role of his victim that
night. The right person as far Dahmer was concerned had to have three
broad attributes. They had to be male, they had to be attractive and
they had to be someone who didn't look like they could physically
overpower him. Dahmer's ideal victim type was someone younger and
smaller than him that he found attractive. As the minutes ticked away
towards early evening, at the 4rd street front entrance of the mall,
Dahmer chanced upon a small group of three men who were about his own
age or younger. It seems that Dahmer very vaguely knew these men - or
had at least had seen them around before. This would explain why he
felt it was safe to approach them and say hello. Dahmer immediately
gravitated towards this group. The evening was drawing ever closer and
he was determined to find a victim for that night before it got too
late. Though he was a shy sort of man Dahmer's shyness and social
awkwardness largely evaporated when he was out looking for a victim. He
knew it was impossible to get a victim back to his apartment without
first talking to someone and establish a rapport. 

One of the
men Dahmer in the group that Dahmer approached at the mall that
afternoon was a 32 year-old black man named Tracy Edwards - who was
from Mississippi. One of the other men in the group was a cousin of
Edwards. Tracy Edwards was having a very relaxing and pleasant day so
far hanging out at the mall. He had no idea that bumping into Dahmer
that afternoon going to lead to the worst night of his life and place
his very survival under threat. It seems that Dahmer quickly settled on
Tracy Edwards out of the men in the group as his preferred victim for
that night. Dahmer was clearly attracted to Edwards and the fact that
Tracy Edwards was a slight and diminutive sort of man who didn't look
like he'd be able to offer too much in the way of resistance made him
even more appealing from Dahmer's perspective. Dahmer was 6'1 and
considered himself to be a robust and strong person. He was very
confident that, should it be necessary, he could overpower and restrain
Tracy Edwards if he had to. Dahmer's plan was to handcuff Edwards once
they were alone. He would use the element of surprise to do this and
have Edwards at knifepoint to guarantee compliance. However, things did
not quite go as Dahmer had planned in the end. He had already made his
first mistake by starting to drink early. That alcohol would catch up
with him in the end. 

It seems that Dahmer grossly
underestimated Tracy Edwards and greatly overestimated his own ability
to subdue and control a victim without the use of sleeping pills. Tracy
Edwards turned out to be a lot tougher and braver than Dahmer had
anticipated. Edwards was also savvy enough to take advantage of
Dahmer's confused state and lapses in concentration. Tracy Edwards
hadn't been in Milwaukee that long and so far wasn't finding the place
very friendly. Fate deciding that Tracy Edwards should cross paths with
Jeffrey Dahmer this day didn't do very much to change that attitude.
There are various conflicting theories as to why Dahmer killed mostly
black men. It could have been a sexual preference (though Dahmer
allegedly said in prison his ideal boyfriend would be white), it could
have been because he lived in an area with a big black community and so
that was largely the victim 'pool' available to him, or it could have
been because Dahmer knew that black victims would be less likely to be
reported in the media as missing or be a high priority for the police. 

Institutional
racism and homophobia in the police are two factors often cited as
possible contributing reasons why Dahmer got away with his activities
for so long. If you went to the police with a complaint against Dahmer
and you were black or gay or black AND gay the chances of any action
being taken were immediately reduced merely by dint of your race and
sexuality. Jeffrey Dahmer always denied any racist angle to his victim
selection and was said to be irritated when this was later cited as an
influence on why he had chosen those specific victims. Jeffrey Dahmer
was perfectly willing to let the world know he was a killer, cannibal
and necrophile but he hated to be called a racist. He said it was
simply a question of opportunity because there were a lot of black men
in the area and at the places he went to socially. Whether that was
true or not is open to question and hard to say with any certainty.
Some black inmates who later knew Dahmer in prison said he was racist
but we simply don't know whether they were reliable narrators or not. 

It is possible there was a racist angle to Dahmer's murders but we have no way of knowing for sure. 

Tracy
Edwards is sometimes painted as a hero in the Jeffrey Dahmer story and
in a very real sense he was a hero. The cops didn't capture Jeffrey
Dahmer. There was no detective work which led to his arrest. It was all
thanks to Tracy Edwards. Edwards was the man who finally stopped
Jeffrey Dahmer and unmasked him as one of the most awful serial killers
in criminal history. Tracy Edwards was brave and resourceful in
surviving his encounter and his actions ensured that Dahmer would go to
prison and never be able to kill anyone ever again. Tracy Edwards did
society a great service by surviving his frightening experience and
making sure Dahmer would be locked up in prison and never released. He
will always have an important place in true crime history as the man
who made sure Jeffrey Dahmer could not kill again. Lives was saved
thanks to Tracy Edwards because Dahmer would undoubtedly have gone on
to kill again many more times. However, despite a later slick PR
campaign (which saw him lawyered up and appear on television talk shows
in smart suits to talk about his night with Dahmer), Tracy Edwards
wasn't a terribly nice man himself. He was definitely no angel. 

Tracy
Edwards was in Milwaukee to dodge underage sex charges in another state
- charges which he would later be convicted for. The police in
Mississippi were still looking for him. Tracy Edwards was a habitual
criminal and eventually ended up with over forty convictions. His
charge sheet included not just sexual battery of an underage girl but
theft, property damage, drug possession, bail jumping and not paying
child support. This last detail is another which suggests Edwards
wasn't strictly gay - though he is often portrayed that way in
retellings of this story. The sexuality of Tracy Edwards was an
unimportant question in the grand scheme of things but it is something
that people tend to discuss in relation to this case because they want
to understand why he went to Dahmer's apartment that night. Was it
money or something else? Or both? One would probably describe Tracy
Edwards as a low-level street hustler who was willing to do almost
anything to make a few pennies. He drifted around with no visible means
of income and got involved in various crimes. Now here he was in
Milwaukee and, unfortunately for him, about to have an unforgettable
(for all the worst reasons) night with Jeffrey Dahmer. 

A week
earlier Jeffrey Dahmer had actually had a brief interaction with
Edwards at a bus stop outside the local Eagle's Club. Edwards had asked
Dahmer for a cigarette at the bus stop and the two men had very briefly
chatted so the mall encounter was by no means the first time they had
ever met. Because they had seen each other before and Dahmer had given
Edwards a cigarette they had something of a rapport when they
encountered one another at the mall. Not exactly old friends reunited
but two people who sort of knew each other already - which made it
easier for them to break the ice and chat. Tracy Edwards didn't see
anything dangerous at all about 'Jeff' Dahmer that might raise any
alarms. Dahmer seemed meek and even somewhat nerdy to Tracy Edwards.
Edwards may well have seen Dahmer as something of a soft touch who
would be good for a loan or could be someone to cadge drinks off. So
you had this situation where both men, based on very limited
information, had completely misread one another. Dahmer saw Edwards as
weak and vulnerable and easy prey. Edwards saw Dahmer as a meek sort of
man who could be manipulated and might be useful for a few bucks.
Dahmer and Edwards both read one another all wrong. Appearances really
are deceptive. Dahmer was a brutal serial killer and Edwards was a
tough street smart hustler. Neither was what the other imagined them to
be. 

Tracy Edwards, when he briefly became a media celebrity in
the wake of Dahmer's capture, later insisted (whether this was actually
true or not) that he was not gay and denied there was any homosexual
angle or motivation whatsoever to him going home with Dahmer to Oxford
Apartments that night. It's probably fair to say that not everyone
believed him on this. Though it wasn't the 1950s anymore, 1991 was a
time when it was still more difficult to be openly gay or bisexual than
it is today. If he was gay or bisexual (his charge for sexual battery
of a girl indicates he wasn't strictly gay because a gay male sex
criminal would obviously have targeted a boy and not a girl) then Tracy
Edwards wasn't willing to admit that - especially on television with an
audience of millions watching. There is a theory that Edwards was a
hustler willing to be gay for a price - which seems perfectly plausible
and would explain why he went home with Dahmer that night. It did seem
somewhat implausible and difficult to believe that Edwards, as he
claimed, went home with Dahmer that night with no inkling whatsoever
that Dahmer was gay. Dahmer, interviewed by police after his arrest,
said that his sexuality was known to Tracy Edwards. 

Ultimately
though this case wasn't about sexuality. It was about a serial killer
who was out of control and needed to be stopped. Though he might well
have wished on this harrowing night that fate had chosen someone else
for the task it was Tracy Edwards who was destined to forever be known
as the man who finally stopped Jeffrey Dahmer. Edwards had seen Dahmer
in various places before around town prior to the mall encounter but
they had barely spoken (just at the bus stop) and he did not even know
what Dahmer's name was yet at the time. Dahmer was a vaguely familiar
face but nothing more. Edwards was drinking beer in the mall with a
cousin and friend when Dahmer approached. Tracy Edwards said he wasn't
a big drinker at the time (though he did have subsequent alcohol abuse
problems - which is probably understandable after his horrifying
experience with Dahmer) so it wasn't as if he was drunk or anything
like that - which turned out to be a blessing and a salient key to his
survival. The fact that Tracy Edwards remained sober that day and night
and didn't drink very much in the evening might well have saved his
life. If he had been drunk then escape from Jeffrey Dahmer would have
been considerably more difficult and he may well have fallen asleep. If
he had got drunk and fallen asleep in Dahmer's apartment then it is
highly unlikely that Tracy Edwards would have survived the night.
Edwards only survived because he stayed sober and kept his wits about
him. 

Dahmer, on the other hand, clearly did drink too much
that day and also that evening - which in the end proved to be of great
assistance to Tracy Edwards because escaping from a stone cold sober
Jeffrey Dahmer would have been way more difficult than escaping from a
drunken and confused Dahmer. The cops said that Dahmer was heavily
inebriated when he was booked at the police station that night and
didn't really know where he was anymore. Dahmer's drunkeness was such
that he barely remembered anything about this night afterwards and
proved quite incompetent when it came to subduing and guarding Tracy
Edwards in his apartment. Dahmer's balance was off and he seemed
distracted and spaced out. 

It wasn't a huge problem for Dahmer
to get drunk if the victim was sedated and not conscious. However, if
the victim was neither drunk nor sedated, as was the case with Tracy
Edwards, then becoming drunk was a very bad idea. Aside from murdering
people, drink was Dahmer's biggest vice. He could chug a can of beer in
seconds if the mood took him. He was not an alcoholic and could go days
without a drink but drinking seemed to be a part of his murder ritual.
This is by no means uncommon. A number of serial killers, including
Dennis Nilsen and Ted Bundy, said they always had to get drunk before
they killed someone. 

It was almost six in the evening when
Dahmer approached Tracy Edwards and the others at the mall. Tracy
Edwards was relaxed and having a nice time but his evening was about to
take a severe turn for the worse in ways he could barely imagine.
Edwards had no idea that he was about to be plunged into a nightmare so
horrific it was scarcely credible. Tracy Edwards was never really able
to get his life together after his terrifying night with Jeffrey
Dahmer. His future would consist of homelessness, prison, crime, drugs
and alcohol. The night with Dahmer left him with PTSD. He saw things
that night he could never unsee and came face to face with one of the
most depraved serial killers in history. It all took a heavy toll and
left him with enough nightmares to last a lifetime. Tracy Edwards might
easily have ended up as another skull in Dahmer's apartment and this
thought must have haunted him in his private moments for many years.
Tracy Edwards also found it difficult to ever completely trust anyone
again after his encounter with Dahmer. Jeffrey Dahmer had taught him
the hard way that people aren't always what they seem to be. 

Tracy
Edwards had no inkling beforehand though that Dahmer was potentially
dangerous or crazy. If he did he was never have gone to Oxford
Apartments in the first place. Dahmer came across as a laid-back and
even gentle sort of person on the surface. He didn't seem like someone
who could suddenly turn violent and had a collection of skulls in his
apartment. This was of course the key to his success as a serial
killer. He did not radiate danger or look crazy. The only clue to
Dahmer's true nature was his lifeless eyes - which betrayed the fact
there was nothing in the way of humanity and conscience inside. Dahmer,
who was extra relaxed due to the beer he had drunk that afternoon,
approached Edwards and the others in the mall and introduced himself.
Tracy Edwards recognised Dahmer from the bus stop encounter and a few
other places. He'd seen Dahmer around town more than once in the past.
According to the testimony of Tracy Edwards, Dahmer told the men he was
still fairly new in town from Chicago and in Milwaukee to look after
his sick grandmother. This last detail illustrated the cunning of
Jeffrey Dahmer. Right away he had planted the idea into the minds of
these men that he was a regular salt of the earth character and pillar
of the community. Who could fail to trust this sociable young man who
loved his granny so much he'd moved cities to care for her? 

Tracy
Edwards said that Dahmer came across as a friendly, normal and fun
loving man in the mall that evening. This was the key to Dahmer's
grisly success and longevity as a serial killer. His victims plainly
did not detect anything outrageously strange or dangerous about him -
not until it was too late. It was clearly a remarkable piece of acting
by Dahmer when he went into his victim trawling mode because in reality
he was not friendly, normal or fun loving in the least. These are the
last words anyone would use to describe Jeffrey Dahmer. The real
Jeffrey Dahmer was a heartless tabula rasa. A sick man consumed by
murder and necrophilia. The real Jeffrey Dahmer was, as Tracy Edwards
was about to find out, deeply weird and messed up. So you can see that
Jeffrey Dahmer hid his true nature well when he had to interact with
people. He had enough social skills to talk to people and come across
as decent and ordinary. Tracy Edwards later said that Dahmer told them
at the mall he was a professional photographer. Dahmer was apparently
credible enough to be believable in this deception. Dahmer actually
knew quite a lot about cameras because he took hundreds of disturbing
photographs of his victims and was very experienced with camera
equipment. He wasn't a professional by any means but he knew enough to
fool anyone who knew nothing about cameras. 

Dahmer told the
men he paid a fee to anyone he photographed. So what Dahmer was doing
was throwing out some bait by asking if any of them wanted to make some
quick money by posing for some photos. It seems pretty clear that these
proposed photographs would be of a potentially erotic nature and this
is why Tracy Edwards claiming afterwards he had no idea Dahmer was gay
did rather strain credibility as far as some were concerned. Tracy
Edwards was - as usual - broke and in need of money so the idea of
making some quick easy cash through posing for a few photographs for
Jeffrey Dahmer was not unappealing to him in the slightest. This then
was Dahmer's general and favourite method for procuring a murder victim
in the mall and sometimes outside the mall too. He posed as a
photographer looking after his grandmother and offered money to young
men willing to pose for some pictures. This type of ruse was clearly
something that Dahmer had enjoyed considerable success with in his
career as a serial killer. Dahmer was not the sort of killer who
randomly attacked people, staged home invasions or abducted them. He
needed to get them back to his apartment so this meant he had to gain a
degree of trust and in some cases provide a motivation for people to
want to go home with him. 

There was more to Dahmer's victim
procurement strategy at the mall that day than merely offering to pay a
fee for taking some photographs. He also suggested to the men they
should meet up later at his apartment and then go and - according to
the testimony of Tracy Edwards - meet some girls. There is some debate
over whether Tracy Edwards threw in this last detail to make himself
look more heterosexual but Dahmer did invite them to his apartment -
though of course he was determined to make sure that only one person
would ever end up there. In reality Jeffrey Dahmer had no interest in
women whatsoever. Women were the last people he'd invite back to his
apartment, especially when he was in a murderous mood. If he did
suggest going out to meet some girls later then Dahmer obviously didn't
mean this. At the mall, Dahmer then offered to buy the men beer and
drinks for later on so they all went to a liquor store. Dahmer was
posing as the fun loving party man who would buy everyone drinks and
give you a good time. Everything that Dahmer was doing though was part
of a plan to separate the men and isolate his victim. It could be the
case that one of the reasons why Edwards became the chosen 'victim' for
Dahmer that night was because he was the person most interested in the
money Dahmer was offering for a photography session. Tracy Edwards may
have been the one who was easiest to get back to the apartment with the
bait. 

Playing the party loving host was a role that required a
certain amount of acting on Dahmer's part but his love of booze was
genuine enough and required no thesping skills to fake. According to
the testimony of Tracy Edwards, Dahmer was pretending to be straight as
part of this deception. That may have been the case at the mall but it
definitely wasn't the case when they were alone. Dahmer told the police
that he didn't hide the fact he was gay from Tracy Edwards at all.
Tracy Edwards later claimed he had no idea Dahmer was gay and never got
the impression that Dahmer was trying to pick him up or that there was
anything sexual about inviting him back to the apartment to take
photographs. It is open to question whether this statement is at all
credible. Someone who approaches men in the mall and offers to
photograph them in his apartment is clearly giving off a few signals or
latent presumptions which would be rather hard to miss. Jeffrey
Dahmer's evidence with the cops was at odds with the testimony of Tracy
Edwards because according to Dahmer's evidence Edwards was well aware
that he was gay. Dahmer said he and Edwards even talked about their
favourite gay clubs and bars that evening. 

Whatever the case,
the reality of the situation was significantly worse for the
unsuspecting Tracy Edwards. Dahmer wasn't merely trying to pick him up
or photograph him. He was planning to murder him and put his skull in
his fridge. Dahmer bought some booze in the liquor store for the men.
He was playing the part of the generous host. The drinks were on nice
friendly Jeff. Edwards said his main motivation at this time was the
$75 Dahmer was offering to take some photographs of him at his
apartment. The thought of making $75 for a few photographs was very
tempting but Edwards was not completely sure yet if he was going to
consent. He was definitely interested though. Interested enough to tag
along with Dahmer to learn more. It seems clear that Dahmer quickly
selected Edwards out of the group to be his victim that night. Edwards
was the one Dahmer felt most attracted to and therefore the one he
wanted to kill. The fact that Dahmer vaguely knew Tracy Edwards was
possibly also a factor in this selection. Dahmer was a not complete
stranger to Edwards and this meant there was a certain amount of trust
and a sort of shorthand when it came to getting to know each other.
Dahmer and Edwards seemed to getting on very well at the mall and
Edwards was tempted enough by the $75 on offer to tag along with Dahmer
afterwards. 

At this point the group of men separated. The two
men who had been with Tracy Edwards at the mall went home to change in
preparation for meeting up later (for what they presumed was going to
be a party at Dahmer's apartment or a night on the town). Dahmer gave
the two other men an address to meet up at later but it was a false
address and not Dahmer's real address. This was pure misdirection on
Dahmer's part. He wanted the two men out of the picture and he
definitely didn't want them to know where he lived. Dahmer and Edwards
then took a cab (which they hailed at the bus station) to Oxford
Apartments where Dahmer lived. Dahmer had wisely kept the destination
that he and Tracy edwards were heading to secret from the other men.
Dahmer got the cab driver to stop at the Eagle's club and then they
walked the rest of the way. Dahmer, as you might expect of a serial
killer, was careful like this. He didn't want the cab driver to see
where he lived. So out the group of men in the mall and the cab driver
only Tracy Edwards was permitted to learn where Jeffrey Dahmer actually
lived. And this didn't matter because Dahmer intended to murder Edwards
that night. Dahmer was confident of leaving no breadcrumbs and no
clues. 

Dahmer's ultimate mission that day was to get a lone
victim in his apartment and so far everything was going as he had
planned. Dahmer must have felt his day was too good to be true so far
because everything had gone 100% according to plan. In his police
confession Dahmer's evidence ran counter to the claim of Tracy Edwards
that there was nothing explicitly homosexual about this arrangement and
going home with Dahmer. Dahmer said he made it clear he wanted to take
nude photographs of Edwards and watch some 'videos' with him. When he
was arrested and had to talk about what happened that night, Jeffrey
Dahmer couldn't remember an awful lot of the details. He did though
recall fragments of earlier parts of the evening and told that police
that he and Tracy Edwards talked about the gay scene in the city. The
odd thing about Tracy Edwards from Dahmer's perspective is that this
was one the victims (though Edwards happily avoided being killed) that
he later had almost no memory of whatsoever. Dahmer said he had
blackouts that night and when he was sober - and in custody to boot -
he struggled to remember very much about the sequence of events which
had ultimately cost him his freedom. 

Dahmer told the police he
had virtually no memory at all of what happened in his apartment when
he took Tracy Edwards home with every intention of murdering him. Most
of it was a complete blank because he was drunk and drifting in and out
of consciousness. Tracy Edwards on the other hand, though he would
probably have been more than happy to forget about his evening at
Oxford Apartments as a guest of Jeffrey Dahmer, remembered every last
detail of what happened that night. He was never likely to forget his
horrific and distressing evening with Mr Dahmer. It must have been
strange for Dahmer to have no real concrete memory of the man who
turned the tables and consigned him to prison. Tracy Edwards was a
mystery to the incarcerated Dahmer. He couldn't remember too much about
Edwards apart from meeting him at the mall and taking a cab home.
Dahmer must have sometimes pondered, from his lonely prison cell, how
he had messed up so badly the night he took Tracy Edwards home. He must
have deduced that the lack of sleeping pills to use on Edwards combined
with getting drunk constituted the two biggest mistakes that had led to
his downfall. 

As the two men walked the last part of their
journey to Oxford Apartments after getting out of the cab, Dahmer must
have felt a great rush of excitement and anticipation. He had now
successfully isolated the individual (Tracy Edwards) he was most
interested in murdering and got rid of the others - sending them on a
wild goose chase to boot. Thus far his plan was working perfectly.
Everything was going like clockwork. At this early stage of the
evening, Dahmer probably couldn't believe how easy it had been so far.
At that precise moment Dahmer must have felt like the smartest serial
killer in the world. Tracy Edwards, at this point, had still yet to
decide if he was actually going to pose for photographs at Dahmer's
apartment- although the money on offer, modest as it might have been,
was very tempting. His plan was to drink some of the beer Dahmer had
purchased, mull it over a bit longer and then and make a decision in
the apartment. Edwards presumably wanted to know a bit more about the
nature of the photographs and how long this was going to take before he
jumped into a decision. 

On the way to Dahmer's apartment,
Edwards said he stopped the cab at one point to knock on his brother's
door but his brother wasn't in. This was another stroke of good fortune
for Jeffrey Dahmer. If the brother of Edwards had joined them this
would have put a spanner in his plans to say the least. Dahmer was
therefore very relieved when Edwards returned to the cab alone and they
started moving again. It was another piece of luck for Dahmer that day
but it would turn out to be the last piece of luck he ever enjoyed in
his life. Dahmer had used up his quota of luck and none more would be
forthcoming. Though he didn't know it, Dahmer only had a handful of
hours of freedom left and he would never kill anyone ever again. He had
taken Tracy Edwards home to murder him but Tracy Edwards would end up
outliving Jeffrey Dahmer by many decades. Tracy Edwards is still alive
today whereas Jeffrey Dahmer died a long time ago. That scenario
definitely wasn't on Jeffrey Dahmer's bingo card as they walked up to
his apartment block. 

As they had sat in the cab, Tracy Edwards
was oblivious to the dark and disturbing plans Dahmer had in mind for
him. Dahmer was already picturing Tracy's skull in his fridge as a
fresh addition to his collection. The cab eventually stopped at the
Eagle's club and they walked from there. It wasn't very far. Tracy
Edwards and Jeffrey Dahmer were getting along very well and the mood
was relaxed and friendly. This pleasant state of affairs would not last
for too much longer. As far as Tracy Edwards was concerned, Dahmer, or
'Jeff' as he was known, was basically another hustle. A quick way to
make some money in whatever fashion presented itself. In this case it
appeared to be posing for photographs. 

Edwards saw Dahmer as a
good connection to make because Jeffrey Dahmer seemed to have money
(though Dahmer didn't in reality) and appeared to be a very generous
person. It is highly doubtful that Edwards was attracted to Dahmer or
saw Dahmer as someone who could become a good friend. Tracy Edwards was
scoping out Dahmer and his proposition because he needed money. If his
financial situation was healthy it is highly doubtful that Edwards
would have been trawling over to Oxford Apartments with Dahmer. He
probably would have been having a party somewhere with people he
actually knew. It didn't take too long for Oxford Apartments to come
into view. The longest night that Tracy Edwards would ever experience
in his life was about to begin. 
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