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This Constitution is dedicated to


The Great British People



(yes, that’s you)
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Why it’s time Britain had a written constitution


The British have got along just ﬁne for thousands of years without any kind of written constitution. Exactly eight hundred years ago we had Magna Carta, which established a couple of important points such as the right not to be carted away at midnight and thrown into the Tower of London for no reason.


That seemed to keep us happy for a while. Although, if you look carefully at Magna Carta, you’ll see that one of the last clauses is about ﬁsh traps in the Thames at Staines. I’m not sure that’s equally relevant today. In fact, the world has changed so dramatically in the last eighty years, let alone the last eight hundred, that I think it’s time to start again.


What does it mean to be British these days? You can be Scottish, Welsh, English, Cornish; you can originally come from France, Pakistan, Brazil, Montserrat, Romania, Ireland, Tristan da Cunha or Basildon; you can be Christian, Muslim, Jewish, Hindu, Jedi, Atheist or Rosicrucian; you can be black, white, brown, pink and any shade in between; you can be gay, straight, male, female or any shade in between.


It doesn’t matter how you’re put together, it is how we pull together that’s important. And how we pull together is by being British in a lot of quite subtle but actually very important ways.


This British Bill of Rights that I am proposing doesn’t have any big, honking headlines such as the pursuit of happiness or the liberation of the workers or liberté, égalité, fraternité. Those all seem to me a little bit excitable and not terribly practical. Instead, it has the ten essentials of being British. It’s what makes us different from any other nation, particularly Americans with whom we share our lovely language (sort of).


What makes me qualiﬁed to write this? Absolutely nothing. Although the fact that I am not a lawyer is a good starting point. All I am is British of the English variety. But, I’m proud to be British and proud of what makes us British.


I also quite fancied being the man who wrote the British Constitution. It will look impressive on my CV. Besides which, someone had to do it so I thought I might as well have a crack at it to save everyone else the bother. I would also look good on a bank note (on the other side from Her Majesty, obviously).


So here it is. It’s our constitution. Enjoy it and let me know if you’d like to amend it in any way.


Best of British to you.


Guy Browning










The British Bill of Rights & Duties


(Or the Essential Elements of being British)




	Everything should be fair.


	We will decide what’s fair.


	Form an orderly queue.


	Don’t take things too seriously.


	Create something wonderful.


	Respect my stuff.


	Turn up and muck in.


	Drink tea, walk dog, talk weather.


	Don’t be a selfish arse.


	Do your own thing. Let others do theirs.





Established and Promulgated in this the sixty-third year of the reign of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II










I. Everything Should be Fair


Fairness means that everyone has a slice of the cake.1 In Britain if you help make the cake you can have a bigger slice.2 But to make sure everyone gets some cake, even a small bit without icing, our government will cut the cake.3 The trouble with fairness is that there isn’t enough of it to go round.4 People aren’t born equal5 but we should try and give everyone a good chance of making the best of what they’ve got.6 If we all make that our aim, then life is more likely to be fair.7 It’s not ideal but it’s fair enough.8




	Not real cake obviously. That’s a national obesity crisis you’re looking at. By cake we mean the things that make life bearable: somewhere to live, a job, a decent education, that kind of thing.


	Yep still talking about cake. This is rewarding people for effort. The more you put in the more you should get out. Otherwise why bother? We need a nation of cake bakers not just cake eaters.


	Sorry, one more cake thing. We don’t want people making one huge cake that they then eat themselves. That’s the kind of selﬁshness and unfairness that rightly causes revolutions. The good thing about government is that it can even things out through taxes. Blimey, I think I just said taxes are good.


	People have always fought over scarce resources. Fairness is a way of sharing without the ﬁghting. But it’s a tough battle against greed and selﬁshness. It’s true for individuals and true for society. But come on! Be British.


	Yikes that’s a biggie! It’s nice to think we’re all born equal but we’re not. For example I have big ears. Small inequality but sometimes quite noticeable (especially the left one). We all have genetic baggage and we’re all born into different circumstances.


	Equality of opportunity!!! Doesn’t matter who you are or how big your ears are. The doors are open for you. Same education, same opportunities. That’s got to be the British way. Doesn’t matter where you’ve come from, it’s where you’re going to that matters. Sounding a bit American there I know but we’ve got to do it our way so what you’re born into doesn’t determine the rest of your life.


	Like I say it’s an aim, a struggle, a direction to plod in. But it’s the direction we British have been plodding in for some time.


	Can’t say fairer than that.













Class Rules



(Duke v. Dustman 1911)




	Britain has a rigid class system much like India except that our untouchables are at the top. Our current prime minister has overcome the enormous handicap of being posh and upper class to make it to the top political spot.


	Britain’s class distinctions are so minutely graded that you can slip a couple of classes just by ordering the wrong drink, using an interesting adverb or having one too many zips on your trousers.


	The big fault line in the class system is private schools. In order to go to a private school you need an enormous amount of money. Private schools then train you to get the kind of jobs where you make an enormous amount of money.


	Oxford and Cambridge Universities used to be a toff production line but no longer. They now have to recruit the brightest however socially murky because universities are increasingly dependent on their commercial spinouts which require real brains.


	Our upper classes have inbred (and been taxed) almost to the point of extinction but the ones that survive are now ﬁercely commercially focused and often quite frightening.


	The British working class is also a threatened species principally because most of them have worked too hard and inadvertently joined the middle class. We have a lower class in this country but no-one belongs to it any more. Like third class railway carriages they have been painted out as being too depressing.


	However we do have a new class called Chavs who are generally quite poor and welfare dependent but enjoy life enormously which upsets all the other classes.


	Multiculturalism and mass immigration to Britain have helped break down class barriers as it has made the whole game three-dimensional. How do you class a Polish barista with a degree in engineering?


	A generation from now the Polish barista’s children will be British and we can sort the class thing out then. Remember, most of our upper class and royal family are immigrants.


	The two most successful classes Britain are the Lower Upper Middle and Upper Lower Middle. Although you should never confuse the two.













Rules Pertaining to Money



(Save v. Splash 1984)




	The question, ‘How much money do you earn?” is more offensive in Britain than, ‘What is your preferred sexual position?’ You never ever discuss what you earn, even with your spouse, boss or personal ﬁnancial advisor.


	The British have a very strange attitude to money. We’re one of the richest nations on earth yet making a lot of money is seen as a little bit of a betrayal because you’ve left everybody else behind.


	We feel uncomfortable sitting on big piles of cash. It feels much more normal to have debt. Which is why the British people and the government are usually sitting on big piles of it.


	We’ve also never really got over Robin Hood who stole from the rich and gave to the poor. But even Robin Hood never stole more than 50 per cent from the rich which seems to be the highest acceptable limit of taxation in this country.


	Just to confuse matters we may think making loads of money is a bit naughty but the City of London is the ﬁnancial capital of the world and no-one knows how to make more money from money than we do.


	Thankfully wealth created by the City is called ‘invisible earnings’. As a nation we’re more comfortable with the idea that our national wealth is derived from the export of ﬁne cheese and craft beer.


	In Britain it is never acceptable to ﬂash your cash. This implies that you are a banker or a drug dealer or quite possibly both. Because of this we are always the ﬁrst to use debit cards, Oyster cards, mobile payments – anything other than passing cash hand to hand.


	We’re good at making money in this country but we are equally good at giving it away. When it comes to raising money for charity we suddenly lose all our shyness about money and revel in making as much as possible.


	Sadly our charities sometimes become some of the most aggressive money making enterprises whose methods put the City of London to shame.


	One of the best things in life is actually free in this country (i.e. healthcare). This wonderful thing sometimes gives us the impression that all the other good things should also be free. Sadly, they’re not.













Tax Law



(Inspector v. Mattress 1971)




	Taxes are what you pay to the government whose number one job is to protect you. Taxes are therefore what you pay to stop marauding savages stabbing you to death in your front garden. Put like that taxes don’t seem so bad.


	VAT is the government’s way of taxing you every time you spend the money you have left after taxation. Adding 20 per cent to everything from a car to a handbag sometimes makes you want to take your chances with marauding savages.


	The difference between death and taxes is that, while both are inevitable, you can avoid tax. Cash in hand is the main way of avoiding taxes for individuals. Cash in Luxembourg is the main way of avoiding taxes for corporations.


	Filling out a self-assessment tax form is like performing an operation on yourself without anaesthetic. It’s the closest we get to an honesty test. Many fail.


	Lots of people seek to avoid paying taxes but are all equally keen on having all their lovely services for free. No tax, no services, big debts. Ask Greece.


	There is a school of thought that we shouldn’t pay any tax and that we should just pay for things when we need it. This is a little bit barmy because you try paying for a road just when you need it.


	There is normally a direct relationship between countries where people normally pay their taxes and where corruption is low. In corrupt countries you may get away without paying any tax to the government but you have to pay everyone else to get anything done.


	If you choose to live in tax exile you have given up an important part of what is required to be British (i.e. paying your fair share). When the tax rate was 97 per cent it was understandable but not at 40 per cent. That’s just being greedy.


	Some taxes are more hated than others. Stamp duty taxes you for moving house probably on the basis that when you’re dealing with such a large sum of money you won’t notice a couple of grand going to the government.


	Corporation tax is paid by businesses in Britain. So your local bookshop will pay business tax but Amazon won’t because they claim to be located on a coral reef in the South Paciﬁc or somewhere. Handy but not fair.













Statute of Opportunity



(Trap v. Door 1999)




	Discrimination is a red light that stops you doing stuff for reasons beyond your control. Opportunity is a green light which allows you to do all sorts of stuff that’s actually in your control.


	In Britain we are continually struggling to make sure most people see the green light of opportunity rather than the red light of discrimination. We’re still on amber with some things, but we’re making progress.


	People don’t choose to be discriminated against. That’s normally done by other people and you become the victim. Opportunity, on the other hand, involves a very important choice. You have to decide to take advantage of it.


	Some people prefer being a passive victim of dis­crim­ination rather than an active beneﬁciary of opportunity. Sometimes it’s easier blaming the system rather than making the system work for you.


	When it comes to opportunity, our country goes out of its way not to get in your way. For example it’s incredibly easy to set up a business here. In fact the government bends over backward to help you. It’s true. Try it.


	The biggest opportunity in Britain is not the pursuit of wealth or happiness although you can do both to your heart’s/wallet’s content. The biggest opportunity is to change stuff. British society and laws are uniquely ﬂexible and respond to determined and passionate people.


	Having a good education opens more doors than anything else in this country, which is why schools, universities and teachers of all types are the guardians of the country’s future.


	We keep buggering about with education in this country but one thing we’ve always tried to keep in mind is that everyone should have a great education however poor or disadvantaged they are.


	Whoever you are, doors opened by education lead to rooms full of opportunity. It’s never too late or early to start learning. Opportunity only knocks when you’re standing by the door fully prepared to go through.


	Part of being British is creating opportunities for other people. We’re a generous people and most of us get as much pleasure giving someone else a leg up as we do getting our own leg up (if that’s anatomically possible).
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