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            ‘A bravura performance in which war becomes farce, history becomes burlesque… Apostol is a magician with language (think Borges, think Nabokov) who can swing from slang and mockery to the stodgy argot of critical theory. She puns with gusto, potently and unabashedly, until one begins reading double meanings, allusions and ulterior motives into everything.’

            — Jen McDonald, New York Times

            ‘Gina Apostol – a smart writer, a sharp critic, a keen intellectual – takes on the vexed relationship between the Philippines and the United States, pivoting on that relationship’s bloody origins. Insurrecto is meta-fictional, meta-cinematic, even meta-meta, plunging us into the vortex of memory, history, and war where we can feel what it means to be forgotten, and what it takes to be remembered.’

            — Viet Thanh Nguyen, author of The Sympathizer

            ‘Apostol weaves the complex tangle of Philippine history, literature, and languages (along with contemporary academic scholarship) into a brilliant tour de force.’

            — John Barth, author of Lost in Funhouse

            ‘A searing and psychedelic road trip through the long, sordid history of Philippine-American relations, Insurrecto is at once a murder mystery, a war movie, and a moving exploration of all the ways grief lives on, both in a people and in a person. A masterful puzzle, in which, as Apostol writes, “one story told may unbury another.”’

            — Elaine Castillo, author of America is Not the Heart

            ‘Stunning… An arresting novel with a timely political message, Apostol’s Insurrecto dazzles with its inventive structure and superb portrayals of women as leaders of ingenuity, creativity and reason.’

            — Rigoberto González, Los Angeles Times
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            ‘Grief is a nation of everyone,

            a country without borders.

            I roam the avenues of it

            out of habit. Summoned to testify

            on everyone’s behalf, I’m sticking

            to my story. It’s better not to talk

            about the wounded, or the moist remains

            of the disappeared. But there’s always one

            who can tell, in the packed

            amplitude of crowds.

            
                

            

            We are so many bodies, my friends.

            We all move in the same direction.

            As though someone had a plan’

            — ‘DMZ’, Amigo Warfare, Eric Gamalinda

            
                

            

            ‘… neither a guest nor a host, neither a master nor a slave, neither a victor nor a victim in relation to his own desire; as well, of course, as being all those things.’

            — Becoming Freud by Adam Phillips

         

      

   


   
      
         

            CAST OF CHARACTERS

         

         AND SOME OTHER FIGURES

(IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE, FOR THE MOST PART*)

         PART ONE. A MYSTERY

         
            
               
 
                  
                     
            
                        
                        	MAGSALIN
            
                        
                        	Translator


                     
            
                        
                        	STÉPHANE RÉAL
            
                        
                        	Writer


                     
            
                        
                        	WIFE OF STÉPHANE RÉAL
            
                        
                        	Mourner


                     
            
                        
                        	LUCIA/CHIARA
            
                        
                        	Names


                     
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	 


                     
            
                        
                        	ALCOHOLIC WRITER FRIENDS IN FLUSHING, QUEENS


                     
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	 


                     
            
                        
                        	JOE FRAZIER
            
                        
                        	Boxer


                     
            
                        
                        	MUHAMMAD ALI
            
                        
                        	Boxer


                     
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	 


                     
            
                        
                        	ASSORTED CLOWNS FROM FIESTA CARNIVAL


                     
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	 


                     
            
                        
                        	CHIARA BRASI
            
                        
                        	Filmmaker


                     
            
                        
                        	LUDO BRASI
            
                        
                        	Filmmaker, father of Chiara, husband of Virginie


                     
            
                        
                        	OLIVER STONE
            
                        
                        	Filmmaker


                     
            
                        
                        	FRANCIS FORD COPPOLA
            
                        
                        	Filmmaker


                     
            
                        
                        	VIRGINIE BRASI
            
                        
                        	Wife of Ludo, mother of Chiara


                     
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	 


                     
            
                        
                        	OLD WOMAN CLUTCHING AN EMPTY PAIL IN LAS VEGAS


                     
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	 


                     
            
                        
                        	GUS
            
                        
                        	the famous polar bear of Central Park Zoo


                     
            
                        
                        	CHAYA SOPHIA RUBINSON
            
                        
                        	Née Chazanov, also known as M adame Rubinson, also known a s Cassandra Chase, mother of Virginie Brasi, grandmother of Chiara 



                     
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	 


                     
            
                        
                        	HOLLYWOOD TYPES IN THE CATSKILLS


                     
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	 


                     
            
                        
                        	AMPARO MUÑOZ
            
                        
                        	Miss Universe of 1974


                     
            
                        
                        	MISAY
            
                        
                        	A cat


                     
            
                        
                        	TOMMY O’CONNELL
            
                        
                        	Protagonist of The Unintended, cult film by Ludo Brasi


                     
            
                        
                        	JACOB “HOWLING WILDERNESS” SMITH
            
                        
                        	US commanding general in Tacloban, Leyte, 1901


                     
            
                        
                        	PROFESSOR ESTRELLA ESPEJO
            
                        
                        	Filipino scholar on Philippine–American War


                     
            
                        
                        	SMITTY JAKES
            
                        
                        	Protagonist of The Unintended, cult film by Ludo Brasi


                     
            
                        
                        	THOMAS W. CONNELL
            
                        
                        	Captain, US Ninth Infantry Division, Charlie Company, Balangiga, Samar, 1901


                     
            
                        
                        	JUAN LUNA
            
                        
                        	Painter who murdered his wife


                     
            
                        
                        	PAZ CHICHING LUNA
            
                        
                        	Juan Luna’s murdered wife


                     
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	 


                     
            
                        
                        	EWOKS SPEAKING TAGALOG


                     
            
                        
                        	FILIPINO FARM WORKERS IN PAUL THOMAS ANDERSON’S


                     
            
                        
                        	THE MASTER


                     
            
                        
                        	WAITRESS AT ALI MALL


                     
            
                        
                        	SECURITY GUARD AT ALI MALL


                     
            
                        
                        	TRUANT SCHOOLBOY AT ALI MALL


                     
            
                        
                        	TRICYCLE DRIVER AT MERRY-GO-ROUND NEAR ALI MALL


                     
            
                        
                        	STEVIE WONDER, MICHAEL JACKSON, KAREEM ABDUL-JABBAR,


                     
            
                        
                        	GLORIA GAYNOR, ETC., BLACK IDOLS OF FILIPINOS ON MURALS


                     
            
                        
                        	AT ALI MALL


                     
            
                        
                        	WOMAN EMPLOYEE OF COMMISSION ON AUDIT


                     
            
                        
                        	EXTRAS IN CUBAO WHO NAB TWO CLOWNS


                     
            
                        
                        	TRAFFIC COPS


                     
            
                        
                        	SMARTASS FILM BUFF


                     
            
                        
                        	FIONNUALA AND OTHER IRISH FILM INTERNS


                     
            
                        
                        	MAID IN HOUSE OF MAGSALIN’S UNCLES IN PUNTA


                     
            
                        
                        	NEMESIO, EXEQUIEL, AND AMBROSIO, MAGSALIN’S


                     
            
                        
                        	UNCLES IN PUNTA


                     
            
                        
                        	ELVIS AARON PRESLEY 



                     
            
                        
                        	 


                     
            
                        
                        	PRIVATE FIRST CLASS EDWARD
            
                        
                        	Guard


                     
            
                        
                        	PRIVATE FIRST CLASS GOGOBOY
            
                        
                        	Guard


                     
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	 


                     
            
                        
                        	RESORT WORKERS


                     
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	 


                     
            
                        
                        	BERNARDO GUSTAVO RANDOLS
            
                        
                        	Policeman


                     
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	 


                     
            
                        
                        	UNIDENTIFIED MEN RIDING IN TANDEM FATHER AND CHILD


                  
               

            

         

         

         

         PART TWO. DUEL SCRIPTS

         Script I. Balangiga, 1901

         
            
               
 
                  
                     
            
                        
                        	CASSANDRA CHASE
            
                        
                        	Photographer in Balangiga, Samar, 1901, and protagonist of film set in 1901


                     
            
                        
                        	FREDO OF GUBBIO, ITALY
            
                        
                        	Art director of film set in 1901


                     
            
                        
                        	ADMIRAL GEORGE DEWEY
            
                        
                        	Hero of the Battle of Manila Bay, 1898


                     
            
                        
                        	FRANCES BENJAMIN JOHNSTON
            
                        
                        	Photographer of Admiral Dewey, 1898


                     
            
                        
                        	MAJOR EDWIN GLENN
            
                        
                        	Water cure specialist, US Army officer court-martialed in 1902


                     
            
                        
                        	SENATOR ALBERT J. BEVERIDGE
            
                        
                        	Republican of Indiana, imperialist, 1901


                     
            
                        
                        	SENATOR GEORGE FRISBIE HOAR
            
                        
                        	Republican of Massachusetts, anti-imperialist, 1901


                     
            
                        
                        	WILLIAM MCKINLEY
            
                        
                        	US president, killed in Buffalo by an anarchist in 1901


                     
            
                        
                        	WILLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN
            
                        
                        	Democratic candidate for president, 1900


                     
            
                        
                        	THEODORE ROOSEVELT
            
                        
                        	US vice-president in 1901, US president upon McKinley’s death


                     
            
                        
                        	THOMAS EDISON
            
                        
                        	Inventor


                     
            
                        
                        	GENERAL EMILIO AGUINALDO
            
                        
                        	First president of the Philippines


                     
            
                        
                        	MARK TWAIN
            
                        
                        	Writer, anti-imperialist


                     
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	 


                     
            
                        
                        	AMERICAN SOLDIERS IN BALANGIGA IN FILM SET IN 1901


                     
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	 


                     
            
                        
                        	THOMAS W. CONNELL
            
                        
                        	Captain, US Ninth Infantry Division, Charlie Company, 1901


                     
            
                        
                        	MEYER THE BUGLER
            
                        
                        	US Army soldier, Ninth Infantry, Charlie Company, 1901


                     
            
                        
                        	RANDLES THE SERGEANT
            
                        
                        	US Army soldier, Ninth Infantry, Charlie Company, 1901 



                     
            
                        
                        	BUMPUS THE LIEUTENANT
            
                        
                        	US Army soldier, Ninth Infantry, Charlie Company, 1901


                     
            
                        
                        	GRISWOLD THE SURGEON
            
                        
                        	US Army soldier, Ninth Infantry, Charlie Company, 1901


                     
            
                        
                        	SEWARD SCHEETHERLY
            
                        
                        	US Army soldier, Ninth Infantry, Charlie Company, goes insane, 1901


                     
            
                        
                        	FRANK BETRON, AKA
            
                        
                        	US Army soldier, Ninth


                     
            
                        
                        	PRANK VITRINE
            
                        
                        	Infantry, Charlie Company, 1901


                     
            
                        
                        	BENTON FRICK, AKA PRICK
            
                        
                        	US Army soldier, Ninth Infantry, Charlie Company, 1901


                     
            
                        
                        	WALLS THE COOK
            
                        
                        	US Army soldier, Ninth Infantry, Charlie Company, 1901


                     
            
                        
                        	SERGEANT IRISH
            
                        
                        	US Army soldier, Ninth Infantry, Charlie Company, 1901


                     
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	 


                     
            
                        
                        	FILIPINOS IN BALANGIGA IN FILM SET IN 1901


                     
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	 


                     
            
                        
                        	VALERIANO ABANADOR
            
                        
                        	Chief of police in 1901 and Hero of Balangiga


                     
            
                        
                        	PEDRO ABAYAN
            
                        
                        	Mayor of Balangiga in 1901


                     
            
                        
                        	ANDRONICO BALAIS
            
                        
                        	Vice-mayor of Balangiga in 1901


                     
            
                        
                        	PADRE DONATO GUIMBAOLIBOT
            
                        
                        	Parish priest of Balangiga in 1901


                     
            
                        
                        	FRANCISCO
            
                        
                        	Orphan, servant of Captain Connell


                     
            
                        
                        	CASIANA NACIONALES
            
                        
                        	Revolutionary, also known as Geronima of Balangiga


                     
            
                        
                        	BENITO NACIONALES
            
                        
                        	Farmer, father of Casiana Nacionales


                     
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	 


                     
            
                        
                        	JAILED MEN OF BALANGIGA


                     
            
                        
                        	DOLORES ABANADOR, FELISA CATALOGO,


                     
            
                        
                        	PURING CANILLAS, MARGA BALASBAS, DELILA ACIDRE,


                     
            
                        
                        	AND ALL THE HEROINES OF BALANGIGA


                  
               

            

         

         

         

         
             

         

         Script II. Forest town in Samar used as a film set in film set in 197–

         
            
               
 
                  
                     
            
                        
                        	CAZ
            
                        
                        	Schoolteacher in film set in film set in 197–


                     
            
                        
                        	LUDO
            
                        
                        	Director in film set in 197–


                     
            
                        
                        	MESSENGER
            
                        
                        	Carpenter in film crew of director Ludo in film set in 197–


                     
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	 


                     
            
                        
                        	PETER HORN (OR HEARNE) AND OTHER ATTENDEES OF WAKE IN MAGALLANES VILLAGE IN FILM SET IN 197–


                     
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	 


                     
            
                        
                        	FREDDO OF GUBBIO, ITALY
            
                        
                        	Art director in film crew of director Ludo in film set in 197–


                     
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	 


                     
            
                        
                        	CHINESE TODDLERS IN SAMAR FOREST TOWN USED AS A FILM SET IN FILM SET IN 197–


                     
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	 


                     
            
                        
                        	DONATO
            
                        
                        	Cockpit boss in Samar forest town used as a film set in film set in 197–


                     
            
                        
                        	VALERIANO
            
                        
                        	Tuba maker in Samar forest town used as a film set in film set in 197–


                     
            
                        
                        	KAPITAN ABAYAN
            
                        
                        	Mayor of Samar forest town used as a film set in film set in 197–


                     
            
                        
                        	CHIARA
            
                        
                        	Foreign child in Samar forest town used as a film set in film set in 197–


                     
            
                        
                        	FOREIGN WHITE WOMAN
            
                        
                        	Mother of Chiara


                     
            
                        
                        	SEWARD
            
                        
                        	American actor in Samar forest town used as a film set in film set in 197–


                     
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	 


                     
            
                        
                        	AMERICAN FILM CREW IN SAMAR FOREST TOWN USED AS A FILM SET IN FILM SET IN 197–


                     
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	 


                     
            
                        
                        	FIONNUALA
            
                        
                        	Assistant director in Samar forest town used as a film set in film set in 197– 



                     
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	 


                     
            
                        
                        	ORPHANS IMPORTED FROM S.O.S. CHILDREN’S VILLAGE, NULA TULA, TACLOBAN


                     
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	 


                     
            
                        
                        	FRANCISCO
            
                        
                        	Brother of Caz, on film set in film set in 197–


                     
            
                        
                        	PIERO DELLA FRANCESCA
            
                        
                        	Painter from Umbria, Italy, 1415–1492


                     
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	 


                     
            
                        
                        	
Written by Chiara Brasi & Magsalin

                or Magsalin & Chiara Brasi

                Directed by Chiara Brasi


                     
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	 


                     
            
                        
                        	Based on a Mystery


                  
               

            

         

         
            *A SELECTED GLOSSARY OF CHARACTERS, SETTINGS, AND OTHER MATTERS PERTAINING TO THE CHARACTERS LISTED ABOVE CAN BE FOUND AT THE END NOTES, AND AT THE WEBSITE OF CULTURAL CURIOSITIES PRAXINO.ORG.

         

      

   

OEBPS/logo_online.png
Fitzcarraldo Editions





OEBPS/9781913097042_cover_epub.jpg
INSURRECTO

GINA APOSTOL

Fitzcarraldo Editions





