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PREFACE




 




In issuing the "Memoirs of

Milwaukee County," the publishers take the preface as a means of

acknowledging obligation to many who have so cordially co-operated in their

preparation. Whatever of excellence is attained by these volumes may be

attributed primarily to Lieut. Col. Jerome A. Watrous, whose intelligent

direction and courteous suggestions have been unfailing. Colonel Watrous,

editor-in-chief of the historical volume, has had a long and eminent career

familiar to the people of Milwaukee county. A native of the Empire State, he

became a resident of Wisconsin at an early age, and throughout the greater part

of his life has been identified with the literature and journalism of the

state. In the Civil war he saw much active service, enlisting as a private in

1861, and finishing as adjutant-general of the "Iron Brigade" on the

staff of Brig.-Gen. John A. Kellogg. After the close of hostilities he served a

term in the state legislature, at the end of which he resumed journalistic work

and in 1879 became one of the editors and proprietors of the Milwaukee Telegraph.

For fifteen years he acted as editor of that paper, and a part of the time was

also collector of customs for the Milwaukee district. At the opening of the

Spanish-American war, Colonel Watrous tendered his services to both the

governor and the president, and June 15, 1898, was commissioned major in the

regular army. He served on the Atlantic coast until June, 1899, then made chief

paymaster of the Department of the Columbia, and the following year he was

assigned to duty at Manila. Six months later he was ordered to the Department

of the Visayas, and in December, 1901, when the four departments were

consolidated into two, he became chief paymaster. Department of the South

Philippines, on the staff of Maj.-Gen. J. T. Wade. In September, 1904. he was

promoted to lieutenant-colonel. United States Army, and retired for age. Since

then he has followed his calling as a writer and now resides at Whitewater,

Wis. 




Hon. George W. Peck, who has

edited the chapter on "Literature and Journalism," is also a New Yorker

by birth, but came to Wisconsin with his parents in 1841, when about one year

old. He learned the printer's trade and worked on papers in Ripon, La Crosse,

and Madison. He served in the Civil war with a Wisconsin cavalry regiment. In

1879 he began in La Crosse the publication of "Peck's Sun," a weekly

paper devoted to humor. In 1880 he moved to Milwaukee, where his serial,

"Peck's Bad Boy," brought him and his paper into prominence and

prosperity. In 1890 he was elected mayor of Milwaukee on the Democratic ticket,

and in the fall of the same year was elected governor of the state, the

Democrats carrying both the legislature and the state ticket. He was

renominated and re-elected in 1892 and was again renominated in 1894, but was

defeated in the election of that fall, being engulfed by the Republican tidal

wave of that year. Ten years later he was again nominated for governor, but

went down in defeat with his ticket, although he led it by thousands of votes.

He has the distinction of being the only man nominated for governor four times

in Wisconsin. Governor Peck is one of the most highly esteemed residents of

Milwaukee, where he still devotes his time to literary work. 




Dr. Solon Marks, of gallant

record as an army surgeon during the Civil war, and as an eminent physician and

surgeon in the days of peace, has edited for this work the chapter upon

"The Medical Profession." Dr. Marks came to Wisconsin from Vermont in

1848, before he had commenced the study of medicine. In 1853 he graduated at

Rush Medical College, Chicago, practiced at Jefferson, Wis., until 1856,. and

then located in Milwaukee. During the war he served as an army surgeon, and

upon resuming private practice he won for himself a wide reputation in his

professional work. He has served as president of the State Board of Health, the

State Medical Society, and the Board of Pension examiners, and he has held the

chair of military surgery in the Wisconsin College of Physicians and Surgeons.

Dr. Marks is also an author of note upon subjects pertaining to the medical

profession. 




William G. Bruce, the secretary

of the Merchants' and Manufacturers' Association of Milwaukee, has revised and

edited the chapter upon "Finance and Industries." Mr. Bruce is also a

native-born Milwaukeean, and the city of his birth has been the scene of his

exceedingly active career. He early turned his attention to journalism and was

for many years connected with the Milwaukee Sentinel, both in the business

department and as a general contributor. In 1890 he established the American

School Board Journal, of which he is still proprietor. He has also published

text-books on school administration and school architecture, and has become

well-known in educational circles as a writer and lecturer on the former topic.

He has filled the position of secretary of the Merchants' and Manufacturers'

Association since October, 1906, having been elected to that important position

on account of his activity in public affairs and his unusual ability as an

organizer. 




The chapter entitled "Poles

in Milwaukee," has been written by the Rev. Boleslaus E, Goral, than whom

there is none more competent to speak upon the history and traits of the people

of his nationality. Rev. Goral was born in German Poland and there received his

elementary education. In 1889 he came to America, and during the ensuing ten

years devoted his time to classical, philosophical, and theological studies. As

priest, teacher, literateur, and a practical man of affairs, he has gained

distinction, and is widely known and recognized as an able and patriotic

Polish-American citizen. 




Acknowledgments are also due to

George R. Gove, assistant secretary of the Merchants' and Manufacturers'

Association, to Messrs. Burdick & Allen, Frank Gotschalk, and others for

courtesies extended. 




That the "Memoirs of

Milwaukee County" may prove satisfactory to our patrons, is the hope of

The Publishers. 


















 




 




CHAPTER 1. NATURAL FEATURES.




 




GEOLOGY — TOPOGRAPHY — SOIL —

CLIMATE — FAUNA — FLORA. 




 




In writing a chapter on the

natural features of Milwaukee county we shall necessarily be confined to a

brief outline of such general principles of geology as may be of interest or

profit to the general reader, and avoid the use of such technical terms and

details as may be omitted without sacrificing the subject too greatly. For a

work at once elaborate and instructive we shall refer the reader to

"Geology of Wisconsin — Survey of 1873-79," published under the

direction of the Chief Geologist, and under authority from the state

government. 




Geology treats of the earth's

formation and structure, its rocks, strata, minerals, organic remains, the

changes it has undergone from inundation, also from volcanic and other

influences. Geology is a history of the earth built upon circumstantial evidence,

such as is read from the rocks, minerals and organic remains, together with stratigraphical

construction, and the later disarrangement of that by volcanic action, and the

slow process of erosion, which has been going on for countless ages. It is a

well-established fact, the result of scientific research, that the whole

country about this region has at some time, ages ago, been covered with water

of unknown depth, and that these waters were constantly changing as if in

motion, or by undercurrents, tides and waves. In the course of ages these

waters receded, having found some outlet into the vast bodies of water that now

so largely cover the earth's surface. Again, the labors of those who, during

the last two hundred years, have devoted themselves to the study of the

structure of the globe, have resulted in the creation of the science of

geology, and the claim which this department of human knowledge has to science

depends upon the symmetry which has been found to prevail in the arrangement of

the materials forming the earth's crust. By the slow process of adding fact to

fact and by comparing the observations of the devotees of the science in

different lands it has been found that the rocky strata of the earth hold

definite relation to each other in position, and hence in age; that many of

them are distinguished by constant or general features and contain

characteristic or peculiar remains of plants or animals by which they may be

recognized wherever found. This sequence of deposit forms what has been aptly

termed the geological column. 




The indurated rocks, being

everywhere covered with a heavy bed of drift, have been reached in this county

only by boring, and this only at a few places. A well drilled in the city of

Milwaukee, after traversing 170 feet of drift, met the Niagara limestone, with

a thickness of 267 feet, and underlaid by the Cincinnati shale with a thickness

of 165 feet. Beneath the Cincinnati shale were the Trenton and Galena

limestones with a thickness of 253 feet, and these rested upon St. Peters

sandstone, into which the well was drilled to a depth of 193 feet. The surface

of the well is about ten feet above Lake Michigan, which shows that at that

point the Niagara limestone lies 160 feet below the surface of the lake.

Comparing this again with wells in other localities it appears that the strata

of limestone dip to the eastward. 




The geology of the soil is

independent of the underlying rocks, and is referable exclusively to the drift;

for, as before stated, the bedded rocks of Milwaukee county are covered with a

heavy sheet of drift to a depth averaging more than 150 feet. Long after

Milwaukee county was raised above the sea as a sort of plain, topped by the

ocean-rippled shales of Niagara limestone; long after the depressions and

uprisings that accompanied the deposit of the carboniferous or coal-bearing

rocks to the eastward; and long after the streams of that ancient time had cut

away the rocks to form the valleys nearly as they are today; throughout a

period of erosion, when the Alleghany Mountains were reduced from a height of

five miles to something near their present modest altitude — after all this the

ice age came and covered the greater part of Wisconsin with a glacier sheet which

completely enveloped what is now Milwaukee county. This county, therefore, has

the same glacial history as has all the eastern and southern parts of the

state. Not a summit is there that stood above the glaciers, and the clay and

boulders that mark the drift overlie all the ordinary high land of the county.

The areas covered by the drift furnish far more varied and fruitful soils than

the native rocks, and hence the lands in Milwaukee county take their place

among the best lands in the state of Wisconsin. 




In the vicinity of Mud Creek

there is a small area of rock referred, somewhat doubtfully, to what is known

as the Lower Helderbergperiod. The rock is a hard, brittle, light-gray,

magnesian limestone, distinguished by numerous minute, angular cavities, that

give it a very peculiar porous structure. It is thin-bedded and laminated, by

virtue of which it splits readily into flags and thin plates. Some layers

exhibit an alteration of gray and dark-colored liminae peculiarly

characteristic of this formation. The rock is closely associated with the

Niagara limestone, in a depression of which it appears to lie, and it is

overlain by rock of the Middle Devonian age. 




This last mentioned rock is the

uppermost and newest of the indurated formations of Wisconsin; it is the only

representative of the Devonian age, and it is known as the Hamilton cement

rock. It is found near the city of Milwaukee and occupies a limited area, lying

adjacent to the lake, immediately north of the city, and rests in part upon the

shaly limestone above described, and apparently upon the Niagara limestone in

other portions. In general lithological characteristics it consists of a bluish

gray or ash-colored, impure dolomite, which weathers upon exposure to a

yellowish or buff color, owing to the oxidation of the iron which constitutes

one of its ingredients. The impurities consist chiefly of silica and alumina.

The rock is characterized in certain portions by the occasional presence of

cavities, in which occur crystals of iron pyrites and calcite, and, very

rarely, zinc blende. Crystals of the two former minerals are disseminated more

or less through certain portions of the rock. In texture it is somewhat

varying, being quite homogeneous in some layers and quite irregular and lumpy

in others, while the chemical composition changes much less markedly though

sufficiently to affect the hydraulic properties of the rock. In degree of

induration it ranges from rather soft to moderately hard. The beds are usually

thick, with the exception of some portions, which are somewhat shaly. 




In relation to organic remains

the Hamilton period marked a new era in the history of the life of the

Wisconsin formations. While multitudes of Protozoans, Radiates, Mollusks and

Articulates lived in the seas of the Silurian age and left their remains

embedded and embalmed in the accumulating sediments, whether of sandstone,

shale or limestone, no fragment or trace of a Vertebrate has been found. The

Hamilton period witnessed the introduction of this highest type of the animal

kingdom into the Wisconsin series. The vertebrate remains of this formation are

confined to the relics of fishes, but unfortunately these are fragmentary and

imperfect. They have been submitted to the inspection of eminent authority in

such matters and have been found to be a new and unknown species. 




The most extensive and important

outcrop of this formation, known as the Hamilton Cement Rock, is found along

the Milwaukee river in the vicinity of the Washington street bridge, extending

above and below in sections 4 and 5, town 7, range 22 east. The rock nowhere rises

to any considerable height above the river-bed, so that no extensive vertical

section can be seen, and the frequent interruptions of the exposure, as traced

along the river, prevent any trustworthy correlation of the strata. The

lithological characters of the rock at this point are essentially those before

given as general characteristics, and this locality may be regarded as the

typical one of the formation. A portion of the layers found west of the bridge

are more shaly than the average rock of the formation, and upon exposure tend

to disintegrate somewhat more readily. A stratum found below the bridge

possesses a more granular character than the rest of the formation, but the

chemical analyses that have been made of the several portions indicate that these

variations are largely of a physical nature, and that the chemical composition

is less varying. In the drift lying upon this rock an abundance of black shale

is present in thin, fragile, more or less rounded chips, indicating the near

presence of the formation from which they are derived, and which may be

conjectured to be the overlying black slate so abundant in other regions. The

fishes mentioned in a foregoing paragraph have been found in this locality,

together with a long list of invertebrates, which indicates a rich and abundant

fauna. For the names and description of the fossils found in this region we

would refer those interested to Volume IV of the "Geology of Wisconsin —

Survey of 1873-1877," to which the writer is indebted for a great deal of

the information contained in this chapter. 




In section 11, town of Granville,

a railroad cut just south of the station known as Brown Deer exhibits a few

feet of this formation. The original lithological characters are essentially

those already referred to, but the rock of this locality has been more

extensively weathered than that near Washington Street bridge, and presents a

buff color, except in the interior of some of the heavier layers, and it is

also somewhat decomposed in certain portions. In sections 9 and 10 of the same

township occurs another exposure of this formation, occupying the brow of a

hill, and underlaid by limestone belonging to the Niagara formation. The rock

here is a rather soft, granular, buff, impure, dolomite, much stained with iron,

which is doubtless due to the decomposition and oxidation of pyrites,

originally disseminated through it. Along the lake shore on Whitefish bay the

formation rises slightly above the water level in a very limited exposure. The

strata at this point have a firmer texture, but more uneven structure than at

the previously named localities. The lines of deposition and bedding are

irregular, and angular cavities of moderate size are not infrequent, some of

which are filled with a semi-fluid, tar-like bitumen. An analysis of this rock

shows it to' have much less silica and alumina than the beds on the Milwaukee

river. The extent of this deposit in Milwaukee county is abundantly sufficient

for all anticipated wants and its location is convenient and accessible, so

that it forms one of the important resources of this vicinity. 




By far the most important

resource springing from the drift in this region has already received

consideration — the fertile and enduring soils. The powdering and commingling

of such a vast variety of minerals by the glacial forces was a process than

which none could be better suited to produce a secure and permanent foundation

for agricultural industries — a resource that is the basis of all wealth and

prosperity. But second only to this in importance are the building materials

furnished by the drift formation, prominent among which are the deposits of

brick clay. These belong to two classes, the light colored and red clays. The

former, found extensively in Milwaukee county, are lacustrine or fluviatile

deposits, derived from the wash and redeposit of the bowlder clay, and occur

within the area covered by that formation. A portion of these clays burn to a

beautiful cream color, and their superiority in texture as well as color makes

them a general favorite in the market. It is thought to be entirely safe to say

that in quantity, quality, convenience of situation and facilities for shipment

the Milwaukee clays are unsurpassed on this continent. The superiority of the

brick is universally acknowledged, and their beauty is a matter of general

commendation. The product has the light cream dolor, so long known in the

market as the characteristic of "Milwaukee brick." and they are made

from a light colored clay, a modified form of the glacial deposit. 




When Eastern Wisconsin first

emerged from the ocean it doubtless presented an essentially plane surface,

having a slight inclination to the east and southeast. The irregularities which

it now presents are due, in a large measure, to three different agents, acting

at different times and under different conditions. These are: 




1st. During that long cycle of

time that existed between the emergence of the land from its bed in the vasty

deep, and what is known as the drift period, the numerous streams and rivers

were ploughing their beds deeper and -deeper into the primeval rocks, and

rendering the former level surface more and more irregular. The softer rocks

being more readily eroded than the harder ones, increased. their unevenness,

there being a constant tendency of the streams to follow the softer strata

wherever the slope of the land favored, and as these run in a northerly and

southerly direction generally throughout this region, the main streams had,

that general course. The little streams gathered into the larger ones in a

manner not unlike the branches of the forest tree as they gather into the

parent stem. The erosion of this nature produced in the unevenness of the

surface a symmetry and a certain system easily recognizable. As this action

upon the rocks occupied the period preceding the glaciers, we, for convenience,

call it the pre-glacial. In Milwaukee county, however, these pre-glacial

features have become wholly obscured, except in their grander outlines, by the

glacial deposits, which cover this section of the state. 




2nd. The modifications of the

surface constituting the first class of topographical features were produced by

running water; those of the second class, which follow next in order of time,

were formed by ice in the form of glaciers and by the various agencies brought

into action by their melting. The work of the ice was twofold; first, in the

partial leveling of the surface by planing off the hills and strewing the

finely pulverized rock upon the surface of the valleys; second, in the creation

of a new, uneven surface by the promiscuous heaping up of the clay, sand,

boulders and gravel, thus giving the land a new aspect. Among the features

produced by this movement of gigantic mountains of ice are parallel ridges,

sometimes many miles in length, having the same general direction as the ice

movement; hills of a rounded, flowing contour, like many found along the shores

of the Milwaukee river; half-embosomed rocky ledges cropping out of the

hillsides, like giant battlements on titanic castles; all of which combine to

form a peculiar and distinctive contour of surface easily recognizable. As all

of these apparent freaks of nature are due to the action of the ice, they are

denominated glacial features. 




3rd. Subsequent to the subsidence

of the glacial periods the streams resumed their wearing action, but under

different conditions, and carved out a new surface contour, the features of

which may be termed post-glacial or drift. In addition to this there occurred a

depression of the land, attended by an increased volume of water in the lakes,

by which doubtless all of Milwaukee county was submerged. The advancing waters

leveled down many of the surface irregularities, and while the land was

submerged the "red clay" was deposited, thus still further leveling

the surface. After the land again rose from the water the streams resumed their

cutting, and as the clay was soft, they rapidly eroded the gorges which are now

extant. 




To the three agencies, lake

action, ice and running water, assisted slightly by winds, the topographical

features of Milwaukee county are chiefly due. There is no evidence of violent

eruptions, upheavals or outbursts. There was the gradual elevation and

depression of the surface and probably some little flexure of the crust, but in

general the region has been free from violent agitation, and owes none of its

salient topographical features to such causes. Properly speaking, the county

cannot be said to be hilly, nor does it sink to a dead level over any

considerable area. It presents the golden mean in a gently undulating,

diversified surface, readily traversable in all directions by the various

highways of communication. 




The features of topography of

Milwaukee county are the rivers and smaller streams that traverse it, making it

a well-watered district, and a gentle undulating surface, a number of eminences

rising above the general level. The largest stream is the Milwaukee river,

while second only in size is the Menominee river, which unites its waters with

the Milwaukee, and then uniting with the Kinnickinnick, the three streams flow

together into Lake Michigan at the city of Milwaukee. The southern portion of

the county is well drained by Duck and Root rivers and Oak creek. The course of

the Milwaukee river is decidedly interesting. It originates chiefly in Fond du

Lac and Sheboygan counties from a number of nearly parallel southward-flowing

streams, which gradually unite to form the main river. At West Bend, Washington

county, it turns abruptly eastward. After passing Newburg it makes a rude

sigmoid flexure to the north and resumes its eastward course. When within about

nine miles of the lake it bends suddenly to the right and flows almost directly

south parallel to the lake shore for more than thirty miles, being distant from

it at some points in its course less than two miles. Near the great bend in the

town of Fredonia, Ozaukee county, the stream reaches an ancient beach line,

which marks the shore of the lake at the time of the deposit of the lower red

clay, heretofore mentioned. The river follows along this beach line to its

mouth at Milwaukee. 




The Menominee river rises in the

southern part of Washington county and running in a southeasterly direction

through the towns of Granville and Wauwatosa, enters the Milwaukee river within

the city limits of Milwaukee. It is a fine little stream and afforded many

valuable pioneer mill privileges, several of which were improved. Several

limestone quarries were opened along its banks, which are usually high. It

receives a branch in the town of Granville, called the "East Branch,"

and above that point the valley is much contracted in width, there being no

bottom lands on either side. Below the East Branch the level or bottom lands

are usually about a half-mile in width. 




The general slope of the surface

of the county is to the east and south and is quite moderate. The lowest land

is in the town of Lake, at the west line of section 8, near the Kinnickinnick

river, where the surface lies but ten feet above the level of Lake Michigan, or

588 feet above the level of the sea; while in the northwest corner of section

30, in Greenfield township, the altitude reached is 843 feet above sea level.

The remainder of the surface of the county varies in altitude between these two

extremes. It should be mentioned in this connection that a considerable portion

of the shore of Lake Michigan is formed by high, steep banks of clay, sand and

gravel, and that these are being continually undermined, thrown down and borne

away by the restless activity of the waves. The rate at which the land is thus

being swept into the lake becomes a question of importance, but it should be

understood that the lake is not advancing at all points, and that the rate of

its advance at different points is not uniform. The encroachment seems to be

most rapid in the neighborhood of Racine, and by measurements it was

ascertained that in the forty years that elapsed between the surveys of 1835

and 1875 the abrasion of the shore in Milwaukee county ranged at different

points from two to five and one-half feet. The material washed out from the

shore is borne southward and accumulates rapidly on the north side of all the

solid piers that extend out from the shore. 




The soil of Milwaukee county,

generally speaking, is abundantly rich and adapted to the growth of the usual

crops in this climate and latitude. The greater portion of the county was

originally covered with a heavy growth of timber, among which were the

following species or kinds: Hard and soft maple, white birch, hickory, white

and red cedar, white and red beach, black and white walnut, white and yellow

pine, tamarack, sycamore, hackberry, poplar, balm of Gilead, aspen, white, red,

burr and pin oak, basswood and common and slippery elm. Several of these, as

the red cedar, pine and sycamore, were very scarce, however, and were found but

rarely, but the bass-wood, that true indicator of a moist and rich soil, was

more plentiful, as were also the other trees mentioned. Where these dense

forests existed a marked effect was noticed upon the climate in several

particulars. They protected the houses and cattle from the rigors of the north

winds of winter and from the fierceness of the burning sun in summer. They

preserved the moisture of the ground, and of the air, and rendered permanent

and uniform the flow of water in springs, brooks and rivers. By the fall of

their leaves, branches and trunks they restored to the soil those elements of

vegetable life and growth that would, without this natural process, become less

rich and productive. The leaves of the trees absorb the carbonic acid from the

atmosphere and restore it to the oxygen, thus rendering it more pure and better

suited for respiration by man and animals. 




As regards climate, Milwaukee

county is about the same as that of other sections of the state in the same

latitude, except that it has the benefit of proximity to Lake Michigan, the

influence of which prevents the extremes of heat and cold from which the

inhabitants of the inland localities sometimes suffer. The winters, usually

long and severe, are occasionally mild and almost entirely without snow. The

ground generally becomes frozen to a considerable depth, and the rivers and

ponds are bridged over with ice. The snow usually falls in December and

continues until March, but the "January thraw" often carries off the

snow and occasionally dissolves the ice in the rivers. The Milwaukee river

generally becomes closed with ice in the latter part of November and becomes

open sometime in March. Lake Michigan has a very sensible effect upon the

climate by equalizing the temperature making the summers less hot and the

winters less cold than they would otherwise be. Hence the difference between

the mean temperature of winter and summer is several degrees less at Milwaukee

than at a point in the same latitude in the western part of the state About the

same difference is observed when we compare the mean temperature of winter and

spring at the same places; the change from winter to spring being more sudden

in the interior than on the lakes. This fact is also inferred from the

vegetation of spring, for it has been ascertained by direct observation that in

Waukesha county the early spring flowers show themselves about ten days earlier

than on the lake. In the spring vegetation, in places remote from the lake,

shoots up in a very short time and flowers begin to show their petals, while on

the lake shore the cool air retards them and brings them more gradually into

existence. Another effect of the lake is, as perhaps might be expected, to

create a greater degree of humidity in the atmosphere, and hence a greater

quantity of, rain. It is worthy of remark, however, that fogs do not occur with

any great frequency, and Milwaukee is comparatively free from that

inconvenience. Fogs are often seen lying on the surface of the lake itself, and

vessels often experience trouble in making their way through them, but the

mists appear to be dissipated upon approaching land. 




In speaking of the flora of

Milwaukee county it should be noted that it belongs to the heavily timbered

land district. In its primitive state it abounded in plants of an interesting

and useful character, embracing all varieties, from the stately oak which

towered its head above the other trees of the forest to the humblest "wild

wood flower." The openings in the forests were covered with a profusion of

flowers of every form and hue, which changed with every change of season. In

the wet natural meadows was found the different kinds of the plant family known

by the scientific name of Carices, and this grew in great abundance, being

annually cut by the pioneer farmers for hay. It was a highly important aid in

the settlement of the new country, for it enabled the early inhabitants to

support their teams and stock until artificial meadows could be prepared. Many

of these natural meadows were occasioned by the dams of the beaver. A list of

the different plants native to the county, with their scientific botanical

names, is, of course, not within the province of this work, but suffice to say

that numerous prepared specimens have been distributed among botanists of note

and by them properly arranged and classified. The specimens were found to

embrace about 150 of the natural orders or families, 450 genera, and at least

1,000 species — all found within thirty miles of the city of Milwaukee. A soil

so adapted to the growth of wild flowers and plants was found to yield readily

to the demands of the agriculturist, and in the production of the staple

products of the farm the agricultural districts of Milwaukee county rank with

those of any other section of the state. 




The natural fauna of this portion

of Wisconsin, with the exception of some of the smaller animals, has, of

course, largely disappeared with the destruction of the forests. Of the large

game none are now to be found within the domain of Milwaukee county, but the

black bear, badger, otter, common wolf, red fox, lynx and wildcat, together

with deer in large numbers, are among the species mentioned by the earlier

records. But there are probably no specimens of these animals now remaining in

the county. These animals had a range of the entire forests of the county. The

coulees and ravines running down to the streams were the natural haunts of

wolves and wolverines, and these lingered upon the outskirts of settlements

after many others of the wild denizens of the forest had disappeared. The

native fauna of the county is not yet extinct, however, as the grey, fox,

black, red and striped squirrels are still found in considerable numbers, and

the muskrat and rabbit have their habitat in the localities suited to their

abode. 




But the demands of civilization

and the gigantic strides of progress in Milwaukee county during the past seventy-five

years have changed the old order of things for the new, and where were once the

hunting grounds of the red man are now to be found the marts of trade of the

pale-face. In the succeeding pages an attempt has been made to give the story

of this metamorphosis somewhat in detail. 


















 




 




CHAPTER II. INDIANS.




 




TRIBES, HISTORICAL INCIDENTS,

ETC. 




 




The Indians who inhabited the

northern region east of the Mississippi at the beginning of historic times

were, in language, of two great families, which are given the French names

Algonquin and Iroquois. These are not the Indian names. In fact, from the word

Indian itself, which is a misnomer — arising from the slowness of the early

voyagers to admit that they had found an unknown continent — down to the names

of the tribes, there is a confusion of nomenclature and often a deplorable

misfit in the titles now fixed in history by long usage. The Algonquin family

may more properly be termed the Lenape, and the Iroquois the Mengwe, which the

English frontiersmen closely approached in the word, Mingo. The Lenape

themselves, while using that name, also employed the more generic title of

Wapanacki. The Iroquois, on their part, had the ancient name of Onque Honwe,

and this in their tongue, as Lenape in that of the other family, signified men

with a sense of importance — ''the people," to use a convenient English

expression. The Lenape became a very widespread people, and different divisions

of them were known in later years by various names, among which were the Sauks

or Sacs, and their friends and allies, the Ottagamies or Foxes, these two

divisions being practically one, and according to Dr. Morse, in his report of

his Indian tour in 1820, were the first to establish a village upon the present

site of Milwaukee. 




When, as early, it is believed,

as 1634, civilized man first set foot upon the territory now included within

the boundaries of Wisconsin, no representatives of the Iroquois had yet been

seen west of Lake Michigan — the members of that great family at that date

dwelling in safety in the extensive regions northward and southward of the Erie

and Ontario lakes. But the Algonquins were here in large numbers, and moving

westward had checked the advance of the Sioux in the excursions of the latter

eastward. Already had the French secured a foothold in the extensive valley oi

the St. Lawrence, and, naturally enough, the chain of the Great Lakes led their

explorers to the mouth of Green bay, and up that water-course and its principal

tributary, Fox river, to the Wisconsin, an affluent of the Mississippi. On the

right, in ascending this bay, was seen, for the first time, a nation of

Indians, lighter in complexion than neighboring tribes, and remarkably well formed,

afterward well known as the Menomonees. 




This nation was of the Algonquin

stock, but their dialect differed so much from the surrounding tribes of the

same family, it having strange guttural sounds and accents, as well as peculiar

inflections of verbs and other parts of speech, that for a long time they were

supposed to have a distinct language. Their traditions pointed to an

immigration from the east at some remote period. When first visited by the

French missionaries, these Indians subsisted largely upon wild rice, from which

they took their name. The harvest time of this grain was in the month of

September, and it grew spontaneously in little streams with slimy bottoms, and

in marshy places. This grain was found to be quite plentiful along the shore of

Lake Michigan in Milwaukee county. When the time for gathering came the

harvesters went in their canoes across the watery fields, shaking the ears

right and left as they advanced, the grain falling easily, if ripe, into the

bark receptacle beneath. To clear it from the chaff and strip it of a pellicle

inclosing it, they put it to dry on a wooden lattice above a small fire, which

was kept up for several days. When the rice was well dried it was placed in a

skin of the form of a bag, which was then forced into a hole made on purpose in

the ground. They then tread it out so long and so well that the grain being

freed from the chaff was easily winnowed. After this it was pounded to meal, or

left unpounded, and boiled in water seasoned with grease, and it thus became a

very palatable diet, something of the nature of oat meal. But it must not be

inferred that this was the only food of the Menomonees, as' they were adepts in

fishing, and hunted with skill the game that abounded in the forests. 




For many years after their

discovery the Menomonees had their homes and hunting grounds upon or adjacent

to the Menomonee river, which flows into Green bay. Finally, after the lapse of

a century and a quarter, down to 1760, when the French yielded to the English

all claims to the country, the territory of the Menomonees had shifted somewhat

to the westward and southward, and their principal village was found at the

head of Green bay, while a smaller one was still in existence at the mouth of

their favorite stream. So slight, however, had been this change, that the

country of no other of the surrounding tribes had been encroached upon by the

movement. 




In 1634 the Menomonees probably

took part in a treaty with a representative of the French, who had thus early

ventured so far into the wilds of the lake region. More than a score of years

elapsed before the tribe was again visited by white men, or at least there are

no authentic accounts of earlier visits. In 1660 Father Rene Menard had

penetrated the Lake Superior country as far at least as Kewenaw, in what is now

the northern part of Michigan, whence some of his French companions probably

passed down the Menomonee river to the waters of Green bay the following year,

but no record of the Indians, through whose territory they passed, was made by

these voyagers. Ten years more — 1670 — brought to the Menomonees Father

Claudius Allouez, to win them to Christianity. Proceeding from the

"Sault" on Nov. 3, Allouez, early in December, 1669, reached the

mouth of Green bay, where, in an Indian village of Sacs, Pottawattamies, Foxes

and Winnebagoes, containing about 600 souls, he celebrated the holy mass for

the first time upon this new field of his labors — eight Frenchmen traders with

the Indians, whom the missionary found there upon his arrival, taking part in

the devotions. His first Christian work with the Menomonees was performed in

May of the next year. Allouez found this tribe a feeble one, almost

exterminated by war. He spent but little time with them, embarking on the 20th

of that month, after a visit of some Pottawattamies and Winnebagoes, "with

a Frenchman and a savage to go to Sainte Mary of the Sault." His place was

filled by Father Louis Andre, who erected a cabin not long afterward upon the

Menomonee river, but the building, with one at a village where his predecessor

had already raised the standard of the cross, was soon burned by the savages.

The missionary, however, living almost constantly in his canoe, continued for

some time to labor with the Menomonees and surrounding tribes. His efforts were

rewarded with some conversions among the former, for Marquette, who visited

them in 1673, found many good Christians among them. 




The record of ninety years of

French domination in Wisconsin — beginning in June, 1671, and ending in

October, 1761 — brings to light but little of interest so far as the Indians in

Eastern Wisconsin are concerned. Gradually the Menomonees and Pottawattamies

extended their intercourse with the white fur traders. Gradually and with few

interruptions they were drawn under the banner. of France, joining with that

government in its wars with the Iroquois, in its contest with the Foxes and

subsequently in its conflicts with the English. 




The French post at what is now

Green Bay, Wisconsin, was surrendered to the British in 1760, along with the

residue of the Western forts, but actual possession of the former was not taken

until the Fall of the next year. The land on which the fort stood was claimed

by the Menomonees. Here, at that date, was their upper and principal village,

the lower one being at the mouth of the Menomonee river. These Indians soon

became reconciled to the English occupation of their territory, notwithstanding

the machinations of French traders who endeavored to prejudice them against the

new comers. The tribe was at this time very much reduced, having, but a short

time previous, lost 300 of their warriors by the small-pox, and most of their

chiefs had been slain in the war in which they had been engaged as allies of

the French against the English. It was not long before the sincerity of the

Menomonees was put to the test, however, as Pontiac's war of 1763 broke out and

the post of Mackinaw was captured. But they continued their friendship to the

English, joining with the latter against the colonies during the Revolution,

and fighting on the same side during the war of 1812-15, When, in July, 1816,

an American force arrived at Green Bay to take possession of the country, the

Menomonees were found in their village nearby, very peaceably inclined. The

commander of the troops asked permission of their chief to build a fort.

"My Brother!" was the response, "how can we oppose your locating

a council fire among us? You are too strong for us. Even if we wanted to oppose

you we have scarcely got powder and ball to make the attempt. One favor we ask

is, that our French brothers shall not be disturbed. You can choose any place

you please for your fort, and we shall not object." No trouble had been

anticipated from the Menomonees, and the expectations of the government of the

United States in that regard were fully realized. What added much to the

friendship now springing up between the Menomonees and the Americans was the

fact that the next year — 1817 — the annual contribution, which for many years

had been made by the British, consisting of a shirt, leggings, breech-clout and

blanket for each member of the tribe, and for each family a copper kettle,

knives, axes, guns and ammunition, was withheld by them. 




Upon their occupation of the

Menomonee territory it was found by the Americans that some of the women of

that tribe were married to traders and boatmen who had settled at the head of

the bay, there being no white women in that region. Many of these were

Canadians of French extraction, hence the anxiety that they should be well

treated, which was expressed by the Menomonees upon the arrival of the American

force. The first regular treaty with this tribe was "made and

concluded" on March 30, 1817, "by and between William Clark, Ninian

Edwards, and Auguste Chouteau, commissioners on the part and behalf of the

United States of America, of the one part," and the chiefs and warriors,

deputed by the Menomonees, of the other part. By the terms of this compact all

injuries were to be forgiven and forgotten, perpetual peace established, lands,

heretofore ceded to other governments, confirmed to the United States, all

prisoners to be delivered up and the tribe placed under the protection of the

United States, "and of no other nation, power, or sovereign,

whatsoever." 




The territory of the Menomonees,

when the tribe was taken fully under the wing of the general government, had

become greatly extended. It was bounded on the north by the dividing ridge

between the waters flowing into Lake Superior and those flowing south into

Green bay and the Mississippi; on the east, by Lake Michigan; on the south, by

the Milwaukee river, and on the west by the Mississippi and Black rivers. This

was their territory, though they were practically restricted to the occupation

of the western shore of Lake Michigan, lying between the mouth of Green bay on

the north and the Milwaukee river on the south, and to a somewhat indefinite

area west. Their general claim as late as 1825 was north to the Chippewa

country, east to Green bay and Lake Michigan, south to the Milwaukee river, and

west to Black river. Henry R. Schoolcraft, mineralogist, whose "Narrative

Journal," published in 1821, is replete with valuable information relative

to this portion of the country, and gives the account of a trip made in 1819 by

a party of which he was a member, says that on Aug. 26 of that year the party

encamped at the mouth of the Milwaukee river, where they found "two American

families and a village of Pottawattomies; it is the division line between the

lands of the Menomonees and the Pottawattomies; the latter claim all south of

it." 




The Menomonee territory, as late

as 1831, still preserved its large proportions. Its eastern division was

bounded by the Milwaukee river, the shore of Lake Michigan, Green bay. Fox

river, and Winnebago lake; its western division by the Wisconsin and Chippewa

rivers on the west. Fox river on the south. Green bay on the east, and the high

lands whence flow the streams into Lake Superior, on the north. This year,

however, it was shorn of a valuable and large part by the tribe ceding to the

United States all of the eastern division, estimated at 2,500,000 acres. This

tract included all of Milwaukee, city and county, lying between the Milwaukee

river and the shore of Lake Michigan. The following year the Menomonees aided

the general government in the Black Hawk war. 




Deserving a place in a notice of

the Indian tribes of this part of Wisconsin is the nation known as the

Pottawattomies, who in historic times laid claim to the major portion of what

is now the county of Milwaukee. As early as 1639 they were the neighbors of the

Winnebagoes upon Green bay. They were still upon its southern shore, in two

villages, in 1670, and ten years subsequent to that date they occupied, at

least in one village, the same region. At the expiration of the first quarter

of the eighteenth century only a part of the nation was in that vicinity — upon

the islands at the mouth of the bay. These islands were then known as the

Pottawattomie islands, and were considered as the ancient abode of these

Indians. Already had a large portion of this tribe emigrated southward, one

band resting on the St. Joseph of Lake Michigan, the other near Detroit. One

peculiarity of this tribe— at least of such as resided in what is now Wisconsin

— was their intimate association with neighboring bands. When, in 1669, a

village of the Pottawattomies, located upon the southeast shore of Green bay,

was visited by Allouez, he found with them Sacs and Foxes and Winnebagoes. So,

also, many years subsequent to that date, when a band of these Indians were

located at Milwaukee, with them were Ottawas and Chippewas. These ''united

tribes" claimed all the lands of their respective tribes and of other

nations, giving the United States no little trouble when possession was taken

of the western country by the general government. Finally, by a treaty entered

into at Chicago in 1833, their claims, such as they were, to lands along the

western shore of Lake Michigan, within the present state of Wisconsin,

extending westward to Rock river, were purchased by the United States, with

permission for the Indians to retain possession of their ceded lands three years

longer, after which time this ''united nation of Chippewas, Ottawas, and

Pottawattomies" began to disappear, and soon were no longer seen in

southeastern Wisconsin or in other portions of the state. By this treaty of

1833 the territory comprised in the present limits of Milwaukee county came

into legal possession of the pale-face, and the Indians who remained after 1836

did so by sufferance of their white brethren. 




The Chippewas, who are mentioned

here as close friends or allies of the Pottawattomies, when the territory now

constituting the northern portion of Wisconsin became very generally known to

the civilized inhabitants of the eastern part of the United States, were found

in possession of that vast scope of country. Their hunting grounds extended

south from Lake Superior to the heads of the Menomonee, the Wisconsin and

Chippewa rivers, also farther eastward and westward. At an early day they were

engaged in a war with the Sioux — a war indeed, which was long continued. The

Chippewas persistently maintained their position, however — still occupying the

same region when the general government extended its jurisdiction over the

whole country south of the great lakes and west to the Mississippi. By treaties

with them at different periods, down to the year 1827, the government had

recognized them as the owners of about one quarter of what is now the entire

state of Wisconsin. The same policy was pursued toward this tribe as with

neighboring ones in the purchase of their lands by the United States. Gradually

they parted with their extensive possessions until, in 1842, the last acre

within what is now Wisconsin was disposed of. It was the intention of the

government to remove the several bands of the Chippewas who had thus ceded

their lands to a tract reserved for them beyond the Mississippi, but this

determination was afterward changed so as to allow them to remain upon certain

reservations within the limits of their old-time hunting grounds. These

reservations they continue to occupy, located in Bayfield, Ashland, Chippewa

and Lincoln counties. The clans are known, respectively, as the Red Cliff band,

the Bad River band, the Lac Courte Oreille band, and the Lac de Flambeau band. 




As will have been inferred from

the foregoing, when the white men first visited what is now Milwaukee county it

was with the Pottawattomie Indians that they had chiefly to deal. Hence the

following description of that tribe, their habits, customs, etc., will be of

interest in this connection. It is an extract from Bacqueville de la Potherie's

History of America, published at Paris in 1722 and again in 1753. The author

was a French historian of the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries,

and in 1697 he visited Hudson Bay as a royal commissioner: 




"The Pouteouatemis [Pottawattomies]

are their [the Illinois] neighbors; the behavior of these people is very

affable and cordial, and they make great efforts to gain the good opinion of

persons who come among them. They are very intelligent; they have an

inclination for raillery; their physical appearance is good, and they are great

talkers. When they set their minds on anything, it is not easy to turn them

from it. The old men are prudent, sensible, and deliberate; it is seldom that

they undertake any unseasonable enterprise. As they receive strangers very kindly,

they are delighted when reciprocal attentions are paid to them. They have so

good an opinion of themselves that they regard other Nations as inferior to

them. They have made themselves Arbiters for the tribes about the Bay, and for

all their neighbors; and they strive to preserve for themselves that reputation

in every direction. Their ambition to please everybody has of course caused

among them jealousy and divorce, for their Families are scattered to the right

and to the left along the Mecheygan [Lake Michigan]. With a view of gaining for

themselves special esteem, they make presents of all their possessions,

stripping themselves of even necessary articles, in their eager desire to be

accounted liberal. Most of the merchandise for which the Outaouas [Ottawas]

trade with the French is carried among these people. 




"The Sakis [Sacs] have

always been neighbors of the Pouteoutemis, and have even built a Village with

them. They separated from each other some years ago, as neither tribe could

endure to be subordinate; this feeling is general among all the Savages, and

each man is master of his own actions, no one daring to contradict him. These

Peoples [the Sacs] are not intelligent, and are of brutal nature and unruly

disposition; but they have a good physique, and are quite good-looking for

savages; they are thieves and liars, great chatterers, good Hunters, and very

poor Canoemen." 




La Potherie also gives an account

of Perrot's visit to the Wisconsin tribes, and of his success in inducing them

to become allies of the French. Of Perrot's relations with the Pottawattomies

we quote: 




"On one occasion, among the

Pouteouatemis, he was regarded as a God. Curiosity induced him to form the

acquaintance of this Nation, who dwelt at the foot of the Bay of Puans [Green

Bay]. They had heard of the French, and; their desire to become acquainted with

them in order to secure the trade with them had induced these savages to so

down to Montreal, under the guidance of a wandering Outaouak who was glad to

conduct them thither. The French had been described to them as covered with

hair (the Savages have no beards), and they believed that we were of a

different species from other men. They were astonished to see that we were,

made like themselves, and regarded it as a present that the Sky and the Spirits

had made them in permitting one of the celestial beings to enter their land.

The Old Men solemnly smoked a Calumet and came into his presence, offering it

as a homage that they rendered to him. After he had smoked the Calumet, it was

presented by the Chief to his tribesmen, who all offered it in turn to one

another, blowing from their mouths the tobacco-smoke over him as if it were

incense. They said to him: 'Thou art one of the chief spirits, since thou usest

iron; it is for thee to rule and protect all men. Praised be the Sun, which has

instructed thee and sent thee to our country.' They adored him as a God, they

took his knives and hatches and incensed them with the tobacco-smoke from their

mouths; and they presented to him so many kinds of food that he could not taste

them all. 'It is a spirit,' they said, 'these provisions that he has not tasted

are not worthy of his lips.' When he left the room, they insisted on carrying

him upon their shoulders; the way over which he passed was made clear; they did

not dare look in his face, and the women and children watched him from a

distance. 'He is a Spirit,' they said; 'let us show our affection for him, and

he will have pity on us.' The Savage who had introduced him to this tribe was,

in acknowledgement thereof, treated as a Captain. Perot was careful not to

receive all these acts of adoration, although he accepted these honors so far

as the interests of religion were not concerned. He told them that he was not

what they thought, but only a Frenchman; that the real Spirit who had made all

had given to the French the knowledge of iron, and the Ability to handle it as

if it were paste. He said that that Spirit, desiring to show his pity for his

Creatures, had permitted the French Nation to settle in their country in order

to remove them from the blindness in which they had dwelt, as they had not

known the true God, the author of Nature, whom the French adored; that, when

they had established a friendship with the French, they would receive from the

latter all possible assistance; and that he had come to facilitate acquaintance

between them by the discoveries of the various tribes which he was making. And,

as the Beaver was valued by his people, he wished to ascertain whether there

were not a good opportunity for them to carry on Trade therein. 




"At that time, there was war

between that Tribe and their neighbors, the Malhominis. The latter, while

hunting with the Outagamis, had by mistake slain a Pouteouatemi, who was on his

way to the Outagamis. The Pouteouatemis, incensed at this affront, deliberately

broke the head of a Malhomini who was among the Puans. In the Pouteouatemi

Village there were only women and old men, as the Young Men had gone for the

first time to trade at Montreal, and there was reason to fear that the

Malhominis would profit by that mischance. Perot, who was desirous of making

their acquaintance, offered to mediate a Peace between them. When he had

arrived within half a league of the Village, he sent a man to tell them that a

Frenchman was coming to visit them; this news caused universal joy. All the

youths came at once to meet him, bearing their weapons and their warlike

adornments, all marching in file, with frightful contortions and yells; this

was the most honorable reception that they thought it was possible to give him.

He was not uneasy, but fired a gun in the air as far away as he could see them;

this noise, which seemed to them so extraordinary, caused them to halt

suddenly, gazing at the Sun in most ludicrous attitudes. After he had made them

understand that he had come not to disturb their repose, but to form an

alliance with them, they approached him with many gesticulations. The Calumet

was presented to him; and, when he was ready to proceed to the Village, one of

the savages stooped down in order to carry Perot upon his shoulders; but his

Interpreter assured them that he had refused such honors among many other

Nations. He was escorted with assiduous attentions; they vied with one another

in clearing the path, and in breaking off the branches of trees which hung in

the way. The women and children, who had heard 'the Spirit' (for thus they

called a gun), had fled into the woods. The men assembled in the cabin of the

leading war Chief, where they danced the Calumet to the sound of the drum. He

had them all assemble next day, and made them a speech in nearly these words: *

* * 




The Father of the Malhomini who

had been murdered by the Pouteouatemis arose and took the collar that Perot had

given him; he lighted his Calumet, and presented it to him, and then gave it to

the Chief and all who were present, who smoked it in turn; then he began to

sing, holding the Calumet in one hand, and the collar in the other. He went out

of the cabin while he sang, and, presenting the Calumet and collar toward the

Sun, he walked sometimes backwards, sometimes forwards; he made a circuit of

his own cabin, went past a great number of those in the Village, and finally

returned to that of the Chief. There he declared that he attached himself

wholly to the French; that he believed the living Spirit, who had, in behalf of

all the Spirits, domination over all other men, who were inferior to him; that

all his Nation had the same sentiments; and that they asked only the protection

of the French, from whom they hoped for life and for obtaining all that is

necessary to man." 




Perrot, accompanied by some

Pottawattomies, made a voyage along the west shore of Lake Michigan in 1670,

passing from Green Bay to Chicago. Two years later a similar voyage was

undertaken by Allouez and Dublon, and as a result of these voyages an extensive

fur-trade was established with the Indians. There is no data from which to

estimate the quantities of furs purchased by the French at this early period,

and sent to Europe, but this constituted almost the sole motive for

"locating" in this wild, and till then unknown region. The French

possessed the peculiar faculty of making themselves ''at home" with the

Indians, and lived without that dread of their tomahawks which was so keenly

felt by the pioneers of English settlements. Wisconsin remained in possession

of the French, and constituted a portion of "New France," until 1763,

when it was surrendered to Great Britain and became subject to her government.

British authority was then exercised until the northwestern country was

transferred to the American government in 1794. But during this period and

until a number of years later little change took place in the region of which

the city of Milwaukee is the metropolis. The Indian continued to hunt the deer

and to trap the beaver unmolested, and bartered his furs at Green Bay or other

convenient trading points, for the trifles or the "fire-water" of the

trader. 
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It was not until many years after

the close of the American Revolution that the Anglo-Saxon race undertook the

project of colonization in the region now known as Wisconsin, of which

Milwaukee county forms so important a division. It should not be inferred,

however, that the territory contained within the limits of the county remained

unvisited by white men and unknown to them until after the epoch mentioned

above. While this portion of North America was under the dominion of the French

government, as has been stated in the previous chapter, an extensive trade with

the Indians was carried on, and in pursuit of the returns that came from the

traffic with the red men the wily and skillful French traders traveled

extensively over this portion of their mother-country's possessions. They

continued their relations with the natives, notwithstanding that the result of

the French and Indian war transferred the right of dominion to the English

government, and even for years following the American Revolution they followed

their vocation, undisturbed and without competition, save the rivalry existing

among themselves. So it is fair to presume that during their many excursions in

quest of trade the limits of Milwaukee county were frequently invaded, and as

their much traveled route, connecting Green Bay with the trading post on the

present site of the city of Chicago, was through this region and along the lake

shore, it can easily be inferred that the natives who then inhabited this

section were the beneficiaries or victims, as the case might be, of commercial

intercourse with the early French traders. 




The first authentic account we

have of a voyage along the west shore of Lake Michigan (or Illinois lake, as it

was then called) was by Nicholas Perrot, who, accompanied by some

Pottawattomies, passed from Green Bay to Chicago in 1670. In 1669 Perrot was

dispatched to the west as the agent of the Intendant Talon to prepare a

congress of the Indian nations at St. Mary's, and by his visit to the Miamis at

Chicago became the generally accepted pioneer of European explorers to the

southern part of Lake Michigan. By other authorities, however, it is stated

that on Oct. 7, 1699, a priest named Father John B. de St. Cosme (also given in

manuscript as "Comeze") arrived at Milwaukee in light canoes and

remained at that place two days during a heavy storm. He was on his way from

Mackinaw to "Chicagu." He called Lake Michigan "the

Miesit-gan" and Milwaukee "the Melwarik." Of the place he wrote

to the Bishop of Quebec: "This is a river where there is a village which

has been considerable. We remained there two days, partly to refresh our people

(probably Indians), as duck and teal shooting was very plenty, and partly on

account of the high wind." Father de St. Cosme described other places

visited, the river and the surrounding country, in such a manner as to leave no

doubt in the minds of some authorities that he visited Milwaukee at the time

mentioned. In 1671 the cross was borne by Allouez and Dablon through eastern

Wisconsin and the north of Illinois, among the Mascoutins and the Kickapoos on

the Milwaukee, and the Miamis at the head of Lake Michigan, as well as the

Foxes on the river which bear their name, and which, in their language, was the

Wau-ke-sha. In 1673, or four years after the establishment at the Bay of Puans,

now Green Bay, Marquette, with the Sieur Joliet (the latter having been

appointed by the French government to "discover" the Mississippi)

explored the Fox and Wisconsin rivers and descended the Mississippi below the

entrance of the Arkansas, and then, returning, ascended the Illinois, and

making a portage to the Chicago river, descended it to Lake Michigan and

returned by that lake to Green Bay. Joliet returned to Quebec and Marquette

spent the winter and the following summer at the mission of Green Bay,

suffering from illness. In October, 1674, he left Green Bay, intent upon

establishing a mission on the Illinois river, and in November he reached the

present site of Chicago, again passing down the west shore of Lake Michigan. 




It was six years after the

discovery of the Mississippi by Joliet that La Salle made his voyage up the

lakes in the first vessel (the Griffin) built above the Falls of Niagara. An

interesting account of this voyage was published by Louis Hennepin, in Paris,

and is preserved in the "Transactions of the American Antiquarian

Society." "Mr. La Salle," says Hennepin, "without taking

anybody's advice, resolved to send back the ship to Niagara laden with furs and

skins, to discharge his debts. Our pilot, and five men with him, were therefore

sent back. They sailed on the 18th (of September, 1679) with a westerly wind.

It was never known what course they steered, nor how they perished, but it is

supposed the ship struck upon the sand and was there buried. This was a great

loss to Mr. La Salle and other adventurers, for that ship, with its cargo, cost

about 60,000 livres." The adventurers continued their voyage in four

canoes along the coast of the lake by Milwaukee, to "the mouth of the

river Miamis" (Chicago), where a fort was erected. During this voyage they

experienced one of those severe storms which are still so much dreaded on Lake

Michigan. "The violence of the wind obliged us to drag our canoes

sometimes to the top of the ricks, to prevent their being dashed to pieces. The

stormy weather lasted four days, during which we suffered very much, and our

provisions failed us. We had no other subsistence but a handful of Indian corn,

once in twenty-four hours, which we roasted or else boiled in water, and yet

rowed almost every day from morning till night. Being in this dismal stress, we

saw upon the coast a great many ravens and eagles, from whence we conjectured

there was some prey, and having landed upon that place, we found about the half

of a fat wild goat which the wolves had strangled. This provision was very

acceptable to us, and the rudest of our men could not but praise the Divine

Providence who took such particular care of us." 




Other explorations followed, but

generally in the tracks of previous ones, and, except at "the bay,"

there was not, so long as the French had dominion over the northwest, a single

post occupied for any length of time by regular soldiers. At the ending of the

French and Indian war, in 1763, there was not a single vestige of civilization

within what are now the bounds of Wisconsin, in the way of posts or

settlements. The vagrant fur-trader represented all that there was of

civilization west of Lake Michigan. These commercial adventurers were not

pioneers in the true sense of the word, and it is doubtful if they could

properly be called advance agents of civilization. Their mission in these parts

was neither to civilize the denizens of the forest nor to carve out homes in

the western wilderness. "The white man's burden" rested lightly on their

shoulders and gave them little or no concern, the only motive that fetched them

hither being a desire to possess, at as little cost as possible, the wares

which the Indians had for sale. This object being attained, they wended their

way homeward, and the localities which had known them knew them no more. So it

remained for the forerunners of Anglo-Saxon civilization, as they led the

"march of empire" in a westerly direction, to open this section of

country for actual settlement, and win from hostile nature — and at times a

more hostile foe in human form — homes for themselves and posterity. 




Before proceeding with an account

of the organization and settlement of Milwaukee county, a brief review of the

question of title to the lands will be necessary, the word title as here used

having special reference to racial dominion and civil jurisdiction. As is well

known, and as heretofore stated, the French were the first civilized people who

laid claim to the territory now embraced within the state of Wisconsin, and

France exercised nominal lordship over the region until the treaty of Paris, in

1763, which ended the French and Indian war. Prior to this date the French

actually occupied isolated places in the vast extent of territory claimed by

them, but no such occupancy existed in Wisconsin, unless we except Green Bay,

where Augustin Langlade had settled a few years previous and was with his

family and a few others, the only persons of European blood permanently located

in the present boundaries of the state. And in no place was there the semblance

of courts or magistrates for the trial of civil or criminal issues, and hence

the chief function of civil government was lacking. Even for some years after

the country passed under the control of the officials of the British

government, affairs were managed by army officers, commandants of posts on the

frontier. 




Immediately after the peace of

1763 with the French, the Province of Canada was extended, by act of

Parliament, southerly to the Alleghany and Ohio rivers. This, of course,

included all of the present state of Wisconsin, notwithstanding the claims of

the colony of Virginia that it had the title to all the land northwest of the

Ohio river, and also those of New York and Connecticut, who asserted authority

over territory stretching away to an unbounded extent westward, but not so far

to the south as Virginia. This conflict of authority was at its height during

the Revolutionary war, and in 1778, soon after the conquest of the British

forts on the Mississippi and the Wabash by Gen. George Rogers Clark, Virginia

erected the county of Illinois, with the county seat at Kaskaskia. It

practically embraced all the territory in the present States of Ohio, Michigan,

Indiana, Illinois and Wisconsin. But the British held possession of all the

lake region, and in the same year (1778) Lord Dorchester, Governor-General of

Canada, divided Upper Canada into four districts for civil purposes, one of

which included Detroit and the lake territory. The Northwest remained in a

comparative degree of quiet during the progress of the Revolutionary war,

except the predatory excursions of the Indians from this region, on the

frontiers of the old states. It exhibits few events worthy of attention, in

regard to organized government, production or commerce, and a total barrenness

in relation to settlement and growth of population. 




Great Britain had promised the

Indian tribes that the whites should not settle north of the Ohio river, and

the government of this almost unlimited region was, during English control,

exclusively military, with Detroit as the central post. This was the condition

during the Revolutionary war, and even after the treaty of peace, in 1783, the

same state of affairs continued until after the second, or Jay treaty, in 1795.

Early in 1792 the Upper Canadian parliament authorized Governor Simcoe to lay

off nineteen counties to embrace that province, and it is presumed that the

county of Essex, on the east bank of the Detroit river, included Michigan and

Wisconsin. While this supposition is not conclusive, it is certain that some

form of British civil authority existed at their forts and settlements until

Detroit and all its dependencies were given up in August, 1796. 




The treaty of 1783, which

terminated the War of the Revolution, included Wisconsin within the boundaries

of the United States, and the seventh article of that treaty stated that the

King of Great Britain would, "with all convenient speed, withdraw all his

forces, garrisons and fleets from the United States, and from every post, place

and harbor within the same." Military posts were garrisoned, however, by

British troops, and continued under the dominion of Great Britain for many

years after that date. Preparatory to taking possession of it, and in order to

avoid collision with the Indian tribes, who owned the soil, treaties were made

with them from time to time (of which more is said on other pages'), in which

they ceded to the United States their title to their lands. But the territory

thus secured by treaties with Great Britain, and with the Indian tribes — and

concerning which we had thus established an amicable understanding — was for

many years sequestered from our possession. The British government urged as an

excuse the failure of Americans to fulfill that part of the treaty protecting

the claims of British subjects against citizens of the United States, but, from

the "aid and comfort" rendered the Indians in the campaigns of

Harmar, St Clair, and Wayne, the apparent prime cause was to defeat the efforts

of the United States to extend their power over the country and tribes north of

the Ohio, and continue to the British the advantage of the fur trade, which,

from their relations with these tribes, they possessed. The ultimate results of

this international difficulty were the campaigns of 1790-91-94, ostensibly

against the Indians, but substantially against them and their British allies,

which bear so intimate a relation to the formal surrender of the country to

American control that they perform an essential part of history. 




Virginia, however, still adhering

to her claim of sovereignty over the northwestern country, on March 1, 1784,

ceded the territory to the United States, and immediately Congress entered

seriously upon the consideration of the problem of providing a government for

the vast domain. Its deliberations resulted in the famous "Compact of

1787." It might not be out of place here to call attention to the fact

that this compact, in two provisions which were inspired by Thomas Jefferson,

guaranteed to all the right of religious freedom and prohibited slavery in the

territory. Hence the citizens of Milwaukee county, in common with the citizens

of Wisconsin and those of the sister states that were carved from Virginia's

grant, can feel a pardonable pride that never, under any American jurisdiction

of this domain, has a witch been burned at the stake or a slave been sold on

the auction block. It cannot be said, however, that slavery was not practiced

in Wisconsin to some extent, as "involuntary servitude," notwithstanding

the 6th article of this ordinance, continued to exist at Green Bay. During the

constant wars of the Indians, the Wisconsin tribes made captives of the Pawnees

and members of other distant tribes and consigned them to servitude. Augustin

Grignon says in his "Recollections," that he personally knew fourteen

of these slaves, and that his grandfather, Charles De Langdale, had two Indian

slaves. It also appears quite certain that negroes were held as slaves at Green

Bay, one of whom, Mr. Grignon says, was a boy purchased by Baptist Brunett from

a St. Louis Indian trader, and that the negro boy was taken away from Brunett

as late as 1807, by Mr. Campbell, the Indian agent at Prairie du Chien, in

consequence of the cruel treatment inflicted upon him. 




All the pretensions of

sovereignty and conflictions of authority heretofore mentioned were aside from

the claims of the real inhabitants of the country. The Iroquois Indians, or Six

Nations, laid claim to the entire extent of territory bordering on the Ohio river

and northward, basing their contention upon the assumption that they had

conquered it and held it by right of conquest. In 1722 a treaty had been made

at Albany, New York, between the Iroquois and English, by which the lands west

of the Alleghany mountains were acknowledged to belong to the Iroquois by

reason of the conquests from the Eries, Conoys, Tongarias, etc., but this claim

was extinguished by the terms of the treaty of Fort Stanwix, concluded Oct. 22,

1784. The Indian war in the west, which followed the Revolution, was brought to

an end by the victorious arms of Gen. Anthony Wayne, upon the banks of the

Maumee river, in what is now the state of Ohio, in the year 1794. The treaty of

Greenville was entered into the next year with twelve western tribes of

Indians, none of whom resided in Wisconsin. Nevertheless, one of the provisions

of the treaty was that, in consideration of the peace then established and the

cessations and relinquishments of lands made by the Indian tribes there

represented, and to manifest the liberality of the United States, claims to all

Indian lands northward of the Ohio, eastward of the Mississippi, and westward

and southward of the great lakes and the waters uniting them, were relinquished

by the general government to the Indians having a right thereto. This included

all the lands within the present boundaries of Wisconsin, and a further

stipulation in the treaty was that when the Indians should sell lands it should

be to the United States alone, whose protection the Indians acknowledged, and

that of no other power whatever. 




Under the Ordinance of 1787

Arthur St. Clair was appointed governor of the Northwest Territory. After July

4, 1800, all that portion of the territory of the United States northwest of

the Ohio river, lying to the westward of a line beginning upon that stream

opposite the mouth of the Kentucky river and running thence to what is now Fort

Recovery, in Mercer county, Ohio, thence north until it intersected the

territorial line between the United States and Canada, was, for the purpose of

temporary government, constituted a separate territory, called Indiana. Within

its boundaries were included not only nearly all of what is now the state of

Indiana, but the whole of the present state of Illinois, more than half of what

is now Michigan, a considerable portion of the present state of Minnesota, and

the whole of Wisconsin. 




On Nov. 3, 1804, a treaty was

held at St. Louis between the Sacs and Foxes and the United States. These

tribes then ceded to the general government a large tract of land on both sides

of the Mississippi, extending on the east from the mouth of the Illinois to the

head of that river, thence to the Wisconsin. This grant embraces, in what is

now Wisconsin, the whole of the present counties of Grant and LaFayette, and a

large portion of those of Iowa and Green. In consideration of the cession of

these lands, the general government agreed to protect the two tribes in the

quiet enjoyment of the residue of their possessions against its own citizens

and all others who should intrude on them, carrying out the stipulations to

that effect embodied in the Greenville treaty of 1795. Thus began the

settlement of the Indian title to the eminent domain of Wisconsin by the United

States, which was carried forward until the whole territory (except certain

reservations to a few tribes) had been fairly purchased of the original

proprietors. 




On Feb. 3, 1809, an act of

Congress, entitled "An act for dividing the Indiana territory into two

separate governments," was approved by the President and became a law. It

provided that from and after March 1, of that year, all that part of the

Indiana territory lying west of the Wabash river and a direct line drawn from

that stream and "Post Vincennes" due north to the territorial line

between the United States and Canada, should, for the purpose of temporary

government, constitute a separate territory and be called Illinois, with the

seat of government at Kaskaskia, on the Mississippi river, until it should be

otherwise ordered. By this law, all of what is now Wisconsin was transferred

from Indiana territory to that of Illinois, except that portion lying east of

the meridian line drawn through Vincennes. 




Upon the admission of Illinois

into the Union, in 1818, all "the territory of the United States,

northwest of the River Ohio," lying west of Michigan territory and north

of the states of Indiana and Illinois, was attached to and made a part of

Michigan territory, by which act the whole of the present state of Wisconsin

came under the jurisdiction of the latter. The territory within what are now

the limits of Milwaukee county thus became a part of the territory of Michigan.

It was incumbent, therefore, upon the governor of Michigan, Lewis Cass, to at

once form new counties out of the area thus added to his territory, and to

provide for their organization. This he proceeded to do by issuing

proclamations, in one of which the county of Brown was formed, as follows: To

include the area east of a line drawn due north and south through the middle of

the portage between the Fox river of Green bay and the Wisconsin, bounded on

the north by the county of Michillimackinac, on the east by Lake Michigan, on

the south by the state of Illinois, and on the west by the line above

described. The seat of justice of Brown county was established at the village

of Green Bay. 




In order to understand what

extent of country was, by this proclamation, formed into a separate county, to

be called the county of Brown, it is necessary to know that the southern limits

of the county of Michillimackinac, as established by the governor on the same

date, ran across from Lake Michigan to the Mississippi, east and west, near the

northern limits of the present county of Barron. It will be seen that the

territory now comprised in Milwaukee county was a part of this tract, and it

remained a part of Brown county until 1834, when Milwaukee county was created,

comprising all that district of country bounded north by the line between

townships eleven and twelve north (the line being just north of West Bend),

east by Lake Michigan, south by the state of Illinois, and west by the line

which now separates Green and Rock counties, extending north until it

intercepted the northern boundary between townships eleven and twelve.

Milwaukee county remained attached to Brown county for judicial purposes until

Aug. 25, 1835, when an act was passed by the territorial legislature giving it

an independent organization. The territorial legislature, at the session which

convened on Oct. 25, 1836, subdivided all the territory south and east of the

Wisconsin and Fox rivers into counties, the boundaries of which were mainly

like those of the existing counties, with a few exceptions, among which is that

Milwaukee county as then formed was co-extensive with the present boundaries of

Milwaukee and Waukesha counties. In 1846 Waukesha county was created by taking

from Milwaukee all of the territory west of range 21. This reduced Milwaukee

county in size and left it with limits exactly the same as they are today. 




The prospective admission of the

state of Michigan into the Union, to include all that part of the territory

lying east of Lake Michigan, caused the territorial council to adopt a

memorial, asking Congress for the formation of a new territory, to include all

of Michigan territory not to be admitted as a state. In compliance with this

request the territory of Wisconsin was created by act of Congress of April 20,

1836, to take effect from and after July 3, following, and then began the territorial

government, with a legislative body, governor, etc. 




A special session of the

territorial legislature, to take action concerning the admission of Wisconsin

into the Union, began Oct. 18, 1847, and a law was passed for the holding of a

second convention to frame a constitution. At a previous session a

constitutional convention had been ordered, but the product of its

deliberations had not met with the approval of the people of the territory and

had been defeated at an election. The result of the labors of the second

constitutional convention was the formation of a constitution, which, being

submitted to the people on the second Monday of March, 1848, was duly ratified,

and on May 29, of the same year, by act of Congress, Wisconsin became a state. 




The public domain of the new

state was classified as "Congress Lands," so called because they are

sold to purchasers by the immediate officers of the general government,

conformably to such laws as are or may be, from time to time, enacted by

Congress. They are all regularly surveyed into townships of six miles square

each, under authority and at the expense of the national government. The

townships are again subdivided into sections of one mile square, each

containing 640 acres, by lines running parallel with the township and range

lines. In addition to these divisions, the sections are again subdivided into

four equal parts, called the northeast quarter section, southeast quarter

section, etc. And again these quarter sections are also divided by a north and

south line into two equal parts, called the east half quarter section and west

half quarter section, containing eighty acres each. It was not until about the

time that Wisconsin was formed into a separate territory that surveys were

ordered in this section of the state. For this tract a base line was run,

corresponding with the northern boundary line of the state of Illinois, on or

near the parallel of 42 degrees and 30 minutes north latitude. The ranges were

numbered east and west from the fourth meridian, which now forms the eastern

boundary of Grant county, and the townships were numbered north from the base. 




With the exception of some

private land claims at and near Green Bay and Prairie du Chien, which had been

confirmed by the general government, none of the public lands within the limits

of Wisconsin had been disposed of previous to 1834. By an act of Congress

approved June 26, 1834, it was enacted that "all that tract north of the

state of Illinois, west of Lake Michigan, south and southeast of the Wisconsin

and Fox rivers, included in the present Territory of Michigan, shall be divided

by a north and south line drawn from the northern boundary of Illinois along

the range of township line next west of Fort Winnebago, to the Wisconsin river,

and be called, the one on the west side the Wisconsin, and that on the east

side the Green Bay land districts." Two years later the Green Bay district

was "divided by a line commencing on the western boundary of said

district, and running thence east, between townships ten and eleven, to the

line between ranges seventeen and eighteen east; thence north to the line

between townships twelve and thirteen; thence east to Lake Michigan," and

the country south of this line was called the Milwaukee land district. Some of

the public domain had been surveyed previous to 1834 and the surveys were

afterwards rapidly prosecuted, and the permanent ownership of the country

speedily passed from the government to individuals, and settlements extended in

every direction. It might be added that the land within the limits of Milwaukee

county was sold by the Federal government at the statutory price of $1.25 per

acre. Fractional townships seven, eight, nine and ten, of range 22, in

Milwaukee and Ozaukee counties, embracing almost the entire city of Milwaukee,

were offered for sale at Green Bay, Aug. 31, 1835. 




Early provisions were made for

the support of free schools, and Congress reserved one-thirty-sixth part of all

lands lying northwest of the Ohio river for their maintenance. Passing through

the varied experiences of speculation, as the territorial era and the early

years of statehood passed, the question of school lands was finally

systematized, and the lands became the nucleus of the present magnificent

school fund of the state. 


















 




 




CHAPTER IV. ORGANIZATION.




 




ACT CREATING THE COUNTY — ACT

ORGANIZING THE COUNTY — MODE OF HOLDING ELECTIONS FIRST SET OF OFFICIALS —

PERSONAL MENTION NARRATIVE OF ALBERT FOWLER — EARLY ELECTIONS — CENSUS OF 1836.






 




We will now return and take up

events incidental to the formation, organization and development of Milwaukee

county. During the early part of the year 1834, and through the summer

following, the question of a new county was canvassed, and although there were

but few residents in the district in question, at a special session of the

Michigan territorial legislature, on Sept. 6, 1834, an act was passed entitled

"An Act to establish the boundaries of the counties of Brown and Iowa, and

to lay off the county of Milwaukee." The act provided as follows: 




"Section 1. That all that

district of country bounded north by the county of Michilimacinac, west by the

Wisconsin river, south by the line between townships eleven and twelve north in

the Green Bay land district, and east by a line drawn due north, through the

middle of Lake Michigan, until it strikes the southern boundary of the county

of Michilimacinac, shall constitute the county of Brown. 




"Sec. 2. All that district

of country bounded north by the middle of the Wisconsin river, west by the

Mississippi, south by the north boundary of Illinois, and east by the principal

meridian dividing the Green Bay and Wisconsin land districts [this was the

range line between ranges eight and nine east] shall constitute the county of

Iowa. 




"Sec. 3. All that district of

country bounded north by the county of Brown, east by the eastern boundary of

Illinois extended, south by the state of Illinois and west by the county of

Iowa, shall constitute the county of Milwaukee. 




"Sec. 4. The county of

Milwaukee is hereby attached to the county of Brown for judicial

purposes." 




Milwaukee remained under the

jurisdiction of Brown county until Aug. 25, 1835, when it was organized and

took its place among the separate and distinct political divisions of the state

of Wisconsin. 




As there has been no event of

greater importance to the county or its people than that which gave it an

organized existence, it is deemed proper that the essential portions of the

enactment which created the county government should be given. The act was

approved on Aug. 25, 1835, and was entitled "An Act to organize the

counties of Allegan and Milwaukee." The first eight sections of the act

pertain to the organization of Allegan county, Michigan, and hence has no place

in this connection, but the ninth section reads as follows: 




"Sec. 9. That the county of

Milwaukee shall be, and the same is hereby declared to be organized, and the

inhabitants thereof entitled to the same rights and privileges, in all respects

whatever, with the inhabitants of other organized counties within the said

territory. 




"Sec. 10. There shall be a

county court established in the said county, which court shall hold one term on

the first Monday of May, and one term on the first Monday of October, in each

and every year, at the village of Milwaukee, which is hereby declared to be the

county seat of said county. 




"Sec. 11. The county clerks

of said counties of Allegan and Milwaukee, shall be ex-officio register of

deeds in and for said counties until a register shall be elected according to

law." 




The mode of holding elections in

the county was provided as follows: A majority of the judges of the county

court were authorized to designate as many places in the county, in addition to

those provided by law, as they deemed expedient, where the electors of said

county might meet for the purpose of voting for delegate to Congress and

members of the legislative council, and it was made the duty of the sheriff of

the county to publish a notification thereof. On the day and at either of the

places so designated, a majority of the electors present were instructed to

choose a moderator, viva voce, who, together with any two justices of the peace

of the county, should be inspectors of said election, and being first sworn,

should proceed to open the polls, receive and canvass votes, and make returns

thereof, and do all other acts or things in the same manner that inspectors of

elections are authorized and required to do. The clerk of the county was

required to receive the statement of votes, which were to be transmitted to him

by such inspectors, and the votes polled at any such election were to be

calculated and ascertained by the board of canvassers for the county, and

included in the general estimate of votes given in the county. 




During this same session of the

Michigan legislature, and in fact on the same day upon which the act organizing

Milwaukee county was approved, Gov. Stevens T. Mason, "the boy

governor" of the territory of Michigan, appointed and commissioned the

following gentlemen as the first set of officials for the county: Chief

Justice, William Clark; associates, Joel Sage and James Griffin; county clerk,

Albert Fowler; sheriff, Benoni W. Finch; judge of probate, Gilbert Knapp. Upon

the same date the governor also commissioned the following named gentlemen to

serve as justices of the peace: Benjamin Felch, John Bullen, Jr., William See,

Joel Sage, Symmes Butler, Henry Sanderson, and William Clark. Of the last-named

gentleman, who served in the dual judicial capacity of justice of the peace and

chief justice of the county court, but little is known. His name seems to have

been lost to the memory of the other early settlers in the years immediately

following, during which history of the village and county was so rapidly made.

But Dr. Enoch Chase, in one of his reminiscences, is authority for the

statement that Dr. William Clark was the first Angle-Saxon to die in Milwaukee,

and that he died in the spring of 1836. Mr. Clark also served as inspector of

common schools for the township of Milwaukee, being chosen at the organization

of the township. There is no further record to be found of him, but he was

probably the same man who served as chief justice, and if so it will be seen

that his term of office was short. In fact this so-called "county

court" had but a brief existence, as in the act of Congress organizing the

territory of Wisconsin it was provided that "the judicial power of the

said territory shall be vested in a supreme court, district courts, probate

courts, and in justices of the peace," thus abolishing the county court

over which Mr. Clark had been chosen to preside, and which existed only in

name, as no causes were ever known to have come before it for adjudication. 




Albert Fowler, who was appointed

as the first county clerk, and who also was commissioned as the first justice

of the peace in Milwaukee county, was born at Tyngham, Mass., Sept. 7, 1802.

From there he came to Chicago, at which place he remained a short time, and

then removed to Milwaukee, arriving on Nov. 18, 1833, and entered the employ of

Solomon Juneau as a clerk. In fact he was the first white man, of Angle-Saxon

blood, to settle in Milwaukee, and as has been stated, he was the first law

officer appointed to hold court in Milwaukee county, his jurisdiction at the

time of his appointment as justice of the peace extending over nearly half of

what is now the state of Wisconsin. In accordance with legislative enactment,

when he received the appointment as county clerk, he also became, ex-officio,

the first register of deeds of the county, and he held many town and county

offices during pioneer days, being one of the most honored citizens of the

county. He was a member of the second convention, in 1847, for framing the

state constitution, the one that was adopted by the people, and six years

later, in 1853, he removed to Rockford, Ill., where he resided until his death,

that event occurring on April 12, 1883. He was three times elected to the

mayoralty of Rockford. We have taken the liberty to quote somewhat extensively

from a "narrative" of Mr. Fowler, which was published in James S.

Buck's "Pioneer History of Milwaukee," as it gives some interesting

facts concerning affairs incident to the time of which we now write: 




"Having acquired a few

hundred dollars by speculating in corner lots, and trading with the Indians at

Chicago during the summer and autumn of 1833, I left during the early part of

November, of that year, in company with R. J. Currier, Andrew J. Lansing, and

Quartus G. Carley, for Milwaukee. The journey passed without further incident

than the difficulty experienced in getting through a country with a team, where

neither roads nor bridges existed, until the evening of the 12th of November,

1833, when we were encamped on the banks of Root river, and on which occasion

the great meteoric display occurred which so alarmed the Indians, and has

become a matter of historical remark to this day. 




"We pursued our journey the

day following, I being compelled to swim Root river no less than three times in

getting over our baggage and team, although the weather was so cold as to

freeze our water-soaked clothing. At Skunk Grove we found Col. Geo. H. Walker,

who had a small store of Indian goods, and was trading there. We reached

Milwaukee on the 18th of November, 1833. 




 




* * *




 




"After our arrival in

Milwaukee, my three companions and myself took possession of an old log cabin,

where we lived during the winter of 1833-4, doing our own cooking; amusing

ourselves as best we could, there being no other white men in the place during

that winter, excepting Solomon Juneau. 




 




* * *




 




"In the spring of 1834, my

companions went up the river to the school section and made a claim, upon which

they afterwards built a mill; and I went into Mr. Juneau's employ, kept his

books and accompanied him in his trading expeditions among the Indians. I soon

learned to speak the Pottawattomie and Menomonee languages with considerable

fluency; dressed in Indian fashion, and was known among them as

Mis-kee-o-quoneu, which signified Red Cap, a name given me because I wore a red

cap when I first came among them. I remained in Mr. Juneau's employ until 1836.

After he was appointed postmaster, I assisted him in the post-office, and

prepared the first quarterly report ever made out at that office. 




"During the latter part of

the summer of 1835, James Duane Doty and Morgan L. Martin went as delegates

from the territory of Wisconsin to a session of the council, which was held at

Detroit. They brought me, upon their return, a commission as justice of the

peace, also as clerk of the court, but of what court was not very clearly

defined, there being none organized at Milwaukee at this time. The commission I

still have in my possession; it is signed by Stevens T. Mason, Governor of the

territory of Michigan. 




"My commission as justice of

the peace is the oldest in Wisconsin, outside of Brown and Crawford counties.

Its jurisdiction extended over nearly one-half the state — that part lying east

of Rock river." 




Benoni W. Finch, who served as

the first sheriff of Milwaukee county, in the territorial era, was a dealer in

general merchandise in the pioneer days of Milwaukee, and was a man of much

prominence among the early settlers. At the first election held in the newly

organized county, Sept. 19, 1835,  was chosen commissioner of roads, director

of the poor, and fence reviewer —  all of these he performed in addition to his

duties as sheriff. The latter, however, were not very onerous. On Oct. 7, 1835,

Mr. Finch appeared before Albert Fowler, county clerk» and took the oath of

office, but it seems that he did not serve very long, at least not until his

"successor was elected and qualified," for in the first issue of the

Milwaukee Advertiser, July 14, 1836, the following notice is given: 




"A meeting of the citizens

of Milwaukee will be held, on Saturday evening, at the Belle Vieu Hotel, for

the purpose of considering the propriety of petitioning the governor to appoint

two or more justices of the peace, a judge of probate and a sheriff for the

township and county of Milwaukee." 




Mr. Finch filled a number of

other minor offices, and in 1836 started the well-known brick yard in the

fourth ward of Milwaukee at the foot of Fourteenth street. In the summer of the

same year he also built the second brick dwelling in the embryo city, the same

being located on the south side of Clybourn street, at the foot of Fourteenth

street. 




At the same session of the

legislative council of Michigan that witnessed the passing of the act providing

for the organization of Milwaukee county, an act was also passed, on Aug. 22,

fixing the first Monday of October as the time for holding the election of

delegate to Congress and members of the Legislative Council. But in the

meantime peninsular Michigan had adopted a state constitution and formed a

state government; and although it was not admitted into the Union until

January, 1837, in consequence of its boundary troubles with Ohio, yet it chose

to abandon its territorial form of government and assume the powers of a

sovereign state, as it clearly had a right to do under the Ordinance of 1787.

But that portion of Michigan territory not within the limits of the new state

of Michigan still remained vested with all the governmental powers of the

Territory of Michigan, and as the "contingent remainder" of the ancient

territory consisted of the counties of Brown, Milwaukee, Iowa, Crawford,

Dubuque, and Des Moines, everything was now in readiness for the inhabitants of

these counties to elect from among themselves a delegate to Congress, members

of the Legislative Council, and to assume to themselves the legislative powers

of the government of the territory of Michigan. In the legislative

apportionment the counties of Brown and Milwaukee were placed together in one

district and were given five members of the council. In accordance with the

legislative enactment organizing the county, an election was ordered held at

the following places: Milwaukee, at the house of Solomon Juneau; Root River

Rapids, at the house of WilHam See; Mouth of Root river (Racine), at the store

of Capt. Gilbert Knapp; and at the Forks of Pike or Pickerel river (Kenosha),

at the house of James Griffin. At that election there were the five official

positions mentioned above (not including that of delegate to Congress), the

aspirants for which were required to run the gauntlet of popular approval and

have their merits passed upon at the ballot box. The election was held "on

the first Monday in October," 1835, as ordered, and the balloting resulted

in the choice of the following gentlemen, who were the first to don the

official garments at the behest of vox populi in Milwaukee county: John Lawe

and William B. Slaughter, who resided in Brown county; and George H. Walker.

Gilbert Knapp, and Benjamin H. Edgerton, who claimed their abode in what was then

the large domain of Milwaukee county. 




After the election the newly

appointed secretary of the territory of Michigan, John S. Horner, who succeeded

Governor Mason, when the latter was chosen governor of the new state of

Michigan, thought it proper to issue a proclamation as secretary and acting

governor, which was a cause of great confusion and misunderstanding and

resulted in an abortive session of the legislative council, at Green Bay. The

proclamation, "for divers good causes and considerations," changed

the time of the meeting of the council from the first day of January, 1836, to

the first day of December, 1835. The proclamation was dated on Nov. 9, and

owing to the nature of the country, the season of the year, etc., it was

impossible for the members to reach Green Bay on the day set. None of the

members elect went to Green Bay on the first of December, neither did Secretary

Horner appear, but on Friday, Jan. 1, 1836, a quorum of the legislators

convened ready for the transaction of business. The members of the legislative

council remained in Green Bay, holding sessions almost daily, from Jan. 1 until

Jan. 15, but Secretary Horner was conspicuous by his absence during the entire

period. A number of matters were considered and acted upon, none of which,

however, pertained to the local history of Milwaukee county, and a select

committee was appointed by resolution to prepare a memorial to Congress praying

that a separate territorial government in the country west of Lake Michigan,

commonly called Wisconsin Territory, might be established. And the seventh and

last session of the Legislative Council of Michigan Territory, on Friday, the

15th day of January, 1836, adjourned sine die. 




On April 4, 1836, the first

election was held for the purpose of choosing county officials, and the record

of the election, which is still in existence, shows that "Pursuant to

public notice the meeting was called to order at S. Juneau's." On motion

it later adjourned to Child's Tavern, and "all the votes having been

received and canvassed, it was ascertained that the following persons were

elected," who proceeded to qualify for their respective official

positions: Register of Deeds, Albert Fowler; Treasurer, George D. Dousman;

Coroner, Enoch G. Darling; and a large number of other positions were filled

which come more properly under the head of township offices. 




George D. Dousman, who was thus

called upon as the first man to handle the finances of Milwaukee county, came

in 1835 from Mackinac, and was from the time of his arrival recognized as one

of the prominent men of Milwaukee. He built the second warehouse in the city,

and after Horace Chase was the first warehouseman, which business he followed

for many years. He was much in public office, as county treasurer, town

trustee, and other places of honor and trust, and it can truthfully be said of

him that all moneys which came into his hands, as a public officer, were

honestly and fully accounted for. Soon after coming to Milwaukee, in 1835, he

built a two-story frame dwelling upon the lot now occupied by the Custom House,

and a warehouse at the foot of Detroit street on the west side of East Water street.

This was a famous warehouse in its day, it having the honor to receive and ship

the first cargo of wheat that ever left the city, in 1841. Upon the erection of

the Custom House in 1856 the dwelling was removed to 484 Astor street, where it

remained until 1883, and was then removed to the northeast corner of Lyon and

Jefferson streets. Some years after its erection the warehouse was removed to

Milwaukee street, south of Huron, where it was used as a furniture factory.

Upon the organization of the East Side and the institution of a village

government there, in February, 1837, Mr. Dousman was elected a member of the

first board of trustees. At the election for county officers, held on April 3,

1837, he was a candidate for re-election as county treasurer, but was beaten in

the race by Henry Miller. One year later, however, on March 6, 1838, he was

again elected to the position, being re-elected on Sept. 10 of the same year,

and again in 1840. Mr. Dousman's last years were spent upon his farm in the

town of Wauwatosa, having retired from business, and from there he came into

the city almost daily to get the news and see his old friends, whose name was

legion. He died upon his Wauwatosa farm, March 15, 1879, and was buried in

Forest Home cemetery. 




Enoch G. Darling, as a result of

the above mentioned election was the first man who served as coroner of

Milwaukee county. In February, 1837, he was elected as the first marshal of the

town of Milwaukee, but soon thereafter he resigned and removed to Jefferson. 




The Act of Congress providing for

the organization of the Territory of Wisconsin was passed on April 20, 1836,

and went into effect on July 4 of the same year; and Henry Doge, of Dodgeville,

Wisconsin, was appointed by President Jackson as the first governor of the new

territory. On July 4 the governor took the prescribed oath of office, which

event contributed a novel and interesting element to a grand celebration of the

national jubilee. It will be recalled, as mentioned on a previous page, that

the offices of probate judge and sheriff of Milwaukee county had become vacant,

either through the abdication of the gentlemen whom Governor Mason had

appointed to such incumbency or from some other cause, and it became one of the

earliest duties of Governor Dodge to fill these vacancies. Accordingly, at a

mass-meeting called at the suggestion of the governor to nominate persons for

the offices required to be filled by him, Nathaniel F. Hyer was named as

probate judge and Henry M. Hubbard as sheriff. Those gentlemen were commissioned

on Aug. 2, 1836, and about the same time Governor Dodge appointed the following

additional officers: Justices of the Peace, D. Wells, Jr., John A. Messenger,

S. W. Dunbar, Barzillai Douglass, and Elisha Smith; Auctioneers, William Fusky

and C. D. Fitch; Notaries, William N. Gardner, Cyrus Hawley, and George Reed;

District Surveyor, Joshua Hathaway. 




The last-named gentleman came to

Milwaukee from Rome, N. Y., in 1835, and at once assumed a high rank in the

young city. He was by profession a civil engineer and as such surveyed a part

of the territory now comprised within the limits of Wisconsin, more

particularly the southern portion, during 1833 and 1834, making his

headquarters at Chicago. On his arrival at Milwaukee he at once pitched his tent

upon the lot so long occupied as his homestead, at the southeast corner of

Broadway and Mason streets, and in the spring of 1836 he built a commodious

dwelling, in which he commenced his wedded life and where his earthly career

was ended. His fellow citizens were not slow to appreciate his sterling

business qualities, as is evidenced by the fact stated above, upon the

organization of the territorial government he was honored with the appointment

as district surveyor, a position of great responsibility in the embryo state.

His commission was dated July 8, 1836. He also held the office of public

administrator for Milwaukee county in 1838, a post of great responsibility,

being the same as judge of probate under the present system, and he also filled

this position with honor to himself and satisfaction to the public. He entered

at once largely into speculation, both in Milwaukee and other lake towns,

particularly Kewaunee, and few are the names that appear in the early records

with more frequency than Joshua Hathaway 's. In 1854 he was elected

Commissioner of Surveys for the first ward of the city of Milwaukee. Mr.

Hathaway died July 4, 1863. 




The first important thing to be

done to complete the organization of the territorial government was the

convening of the Legislative Assembly. Preliminary to this a census was to be

taken by the sheriffs, and an apportionment of members of the two branches made

by the governor among the several counties. The population of Milwaukee county

in August, 1836, as exhibited by the census, was 2,893. On Sept. 9, Governor

Dodge issued a proclamation to the effect that he had apportioned the members

of the Council and House of Representatives amongst the several counties of the

territory, and that Milwaukee county was entitled to two members of the Council

and three of the House of Representatives. The proclamation further ordered and

directed that the first election should be held on the second Monday of

October. The notice for this election was issued on Sept. 15, 1836, and upon the

same date a meeting of the Democratic electors of the town of Milwaukee was

held for the purpose of making arrangements for a county convention, at which

candidates should be selected to "run" for the several legislative

positions. The convention was held at Godfrey's, on Fox river, Oct. 1, and the

ticket there selected was successful, viz: Council — Alanson Sweet and Gilbert

Knapp; Representatives— William B. Sheldon, Madison W. Cornwall, and Charles

Durkee. 




Alanson Sweet came from Owasco,

N. Y., in 1835, settled upon a claim and became a farmer and speculator

generally. He was by trade a stone mason and worked at his trade in Chicago

during the infantile years of that city, but never followed the occupation

after locating m Milwaukee. He built largely in the "Cream City,"

dwellings, stores and vessels, and the first steam elevator was built by him.

He also constructed many of the light-houses for the government on the lakes

and the custom house at Mobile, Alabama. He became involved in law suits in the

latter years of his residence in Milwaukee and lost his property, after, which

he removed to Evanston, Illinois. The course pursued by Mr. Sweet in the

session of the legislative assembly which convened at Belmont, in relation to

the location of the capitol at Madison, the charter of the Bank of Milwaukee,

and the division of the county at that session, caused great excitement in

Milwaukee, and a very bitter newspaper war was the result. In the Advertiser of

Feb. 18, 1837, is the report of a meeting called on the nth, at which some

severe resolutions were passed in regard to Mr. Sweet's public acts at Belmont,

and a call was made upon him in strong language to resign the office he had

disgraced by betraying the liberties of the people into the hands of a heartless

bank monopoly, and other heinous sins. But he didn't resign. He became one of

the directors of the Bank of Milwaukee, and as indicated above, was in

possession of considerable property at one time. He was very prominent in

politics and an acknowledged leader of the Democratic party in Milwaukee county

during the territorial days. In 1845 he was running a warehouse at the foot of

Washington street, and two years later was a member of the pool formed by the

storage and commission men of the South Pier. 




As a matter of interest it may be

stated here that of Milwaukee county's representatives to this, the first

legislative assembly to convene in the new territory of Wisconsin, Gilbert

Knapp was a native of Barnstable county, Massachusetts; Alanson Sweet, of Genesee

county, New York; William B. Sheldon, of Providence, Rhode Island; Madison W.

Cornwall, of Monroe county, Virginia, and Charles Durkee, of Royalton, Windsor

county, Vermont. 




Both houses convened at Belmont

on the day appointed by the governor (Oct. 25, 1836), and a quorum being

present in each house they were duly organized, the oath having been

administered by the governor. The first act of this session was one which

privileged the members from arrest and conferred upon them authority to punish

for contempt. The next act divided the territory into three judicial districts,

and made an assignment of one of the three judges to each district. Milwaukee

and Brown counties were made to constitute the Third district, to which Judge

William C. Frazier was assigned, and the act further provided that two terms of

the district courts should be held annually in each of the counties, the dates

in Milwaukee county being the second Monday in June and the first Monday in

November. 




During this session of the legislative

council at Belmont, with the approval of the council, the following

appointments were made for Milwaukee county by Governor Dodge, and this

division of the territory was then considered fully equipped for local

government: James Clyman was appointed colonel of militia; Isaac Butler,

lieutenant colonel; Alfred Orrendolf, major; justices of the peace for three

years, Isaac H. Alexander, A. A, Bird, Sylvester W. Dunbar, Barzillai Douglass,

and John Manderville; for sheriff, three years, Owen Aldrich; district

attorney, William N. Gardner, three years; supreme court commissioner, John P.

Hilton, three years; master in chancery and judge of probate, William Campbell,

three years; district surveyor, George S. West, three years; auctioneers,

George S. Wright and William Flusky, two years; inspector of provisions, A.

Peters, two years. 
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The fact should be borne in mind

that Milwaukee county at the time of the convening of the first territorial

legislature comprised all that vast scope of territory extending from the lake

on the east to what is now the western boundary of Rock county on the west, and

from the state line on the south to the line between townships 11 and 12 on the

north. In other words the dominion extended over what is now the southeast

portion of Columbia county, the greater part of Dodge, Washington and Ozaukee

counties, all of Dane county east of a north and south line drawn through the

city of Madison, and all of Jefferson. Waukesha, Milwaukee, Rock, Walworth,

Racine and Kenosha counties. But at this first session of the legislative

council, by an act which was approved on Dec. 7, 1836, the territory above

described was divided. Townships numbered one, two, three and four north, of

ranges fifteen, sixteen, seventeen and eighteen east of the fourth principal

meridian were constituted a separate county, to be called Walworth. This

created Walworth county, in extent of territory, exactly as it is today.

Townships numbered one, two, three and four north, of ranges nineteen, twenty,

twenty-one, twenty-two and twenty-three, east, were constituted a separate

county and called Racine. This included what is now Racine and Kenosha

counties. Townships numbered five, six, seven and eight north, of ranges

thirteen, fourteen, fifteen and sixteen east, were constituted a separate

county and called Jefferson, and this erected Jefferson county exactly as it

stands today. Dane county was formed with its present limits as to territorial

extent, and all of the present Columbia county, which was then a part of

Milwaukee, was taken from the latter and made a part of Portage county. Dodge

and Rock counties were erected in limits the same as they are at present, and

Washington county was created with the territory now embraced in the counties

of Washington and Ozaukee. 




Thus shorn of a great portion of

its original territory, Milwaukee was reduced in size to what is now embraced

in the counties of Milwaukee and Waukesha. This arrangement existed until 1846,

when, at the fourth annual session of the fourth legislative assembly, which

convened at Madison on Jan. 5, the county of Waukesha was formed, comprising

all the territory in Milwaukee county west of range 21. It was provided that

the act creating Waukesha county should not become effective unless approved by

a majority of the voters of the proposed new county. The requisite majority of

votes was cast, however, Waukesha county was organized and Milwaukee county was

thus finally reduced in extent of territory to its present limits. At the time

of their creation the counties of Washington, Dodge and Jefferson were attached

to Milwaukee county for judicial purposes and remained so attached until they

were organized at a subsequent session of the territorial legislature. 




The year 1836 was a memorable one

for Milwaukee. Says James S. Buck in his "Pioneer History of

Milwaukee": "The tide of immigration had now commenced to flow into

the embryo city like a river, speculation was rife, every man's pocket was full

of money, lots were selling with a rapidity and for prices that made those who

bought or sold them feel like a Vanderbilt. Buildings went up like magic, three

days being all that was wanted, if the occupant was in a hurry, in which to

erect one. Stocks of goods would be sold out in many instances before they were

fairly opened, and at an enormous profit. Everyone was sure his fortune was

made and a stiffer-necked people, as far as prospective wealth was concerned,

could not be found in America. Nothing like it was ever seen before; no western

city ever had such a birth. People were dazed at the rapidity of its growth;

all felt good. The wonderful go-ahead-itiveness of the American people was in

full blast, neither was it checked for the entire season. Some sixty buildings

were erected, many of them of goodly dimensions. Streets were graded, ferries

established, officers of the law appointed, medical and agricultural societies

formed, a court house and jail erected, and all in five short months." 




The number of claims entered in

the towns of Lake, Greenfield, Wauwatosa and Milwaukee, as appears from the old

claim record, up to January, 1838, were as follows: Lake, 119; Greenfield, 148;

Wauwatosa, 154, and Milwaukee, 8. This fact, taken in connection with the

number of settlers that were actually "on the ground," might seem

incredible; but the explanation is that many of these parties had made from one

to four claims, selling out to others, and then making new ones, while the fact

that so few claims were in the town of Milwaukee was in consequence of the land

there having nearly all been purchased at the Green Bay land sale in September,

1835, or entered after the sale, leaving none upon which claims could be made.

The population of the village of Milwaukee at the close of 1836 is estimated to

have been about 700, and this estimate would not be greatly increased by taking

in those who resided in other portions of the county. The floaters had left

with the close of navigation for their homes in the then distant East, leaving

as a permanent population only a comparatively small band of earnest pioneers,

by whom the foundations of the queenly city and surrounding country were laid.

No doubt existed in the minds of these pioneers that the growth of the

community during the coming year would be equal to or greater than that of the

one just closed. Cut a great financial embarrassment (the panic of 1837)

convulsed the whole country, putting an end to all improvements, particularly

in the West, and leaving Milwaukee, for a season, upon the rocks of commercial

bankruptcy and despair. The spring brought no relief, and the speculators and

capitalists remained in the East, the immigrants were few and far between, and

a wave of disappointment rolled over the pioneer settlement and blasted

completely their extravagant hopes. The wealth that many supposed they

possessed took to itself wings and flew away. James S. Buck is authority for

the statement that "lots and lands for which fabulous prices had been paid

in 1836 were now of no commercial value whatever." But notwithstanding the

stagnation all over the country a number of immigrants arrived, and with the

passing away of the lowering clouds in the financial world, the city and county

took a new start and improvements were visible on every side. 




An important event in the early

settlement of Milwaukee county and those attached to it took place in the early

part of 1837, and it is deemed appropriate to give the facts here somewhat in

detail, as it resulted without doubt in the most perfect organization for

mutual protection that ever existed in any country under like circumstances. By

the second section of an act of Congress, approved May 29, 1830, it was

provided that when two or more persons were settled on the same quarter section

it was to be equally divided between the first two actual settlers, and each

should be entitled to a pre-emption of eighty acres of land elsewhere in the

same land district, so as not to interfere with other settlers having a right

or preference. Such rights of pre-emption "elsewhere" were called

"floats," and were in very great demand by speculators in lands, for

the purpose of securing desirable locations in advance of the public sales. The

pre-emption laws in force at the time of the land sales in August and

September, 1835, required that the settler, to entitle him to a pre-emption

right, should have cultivated some part of his land in the year 1833. In a

great many instances settlers had gone upon lands with their families, in good

faith, to make homes for themselves and their children, in the hope that the

preemption laws would be extended to them. But as the bill for this purpose had

failed they were without protection of any pre-emption law, and a serious and

widespread fear existed that they would be deprived of their hard-earned

possessions by the greed of heartless speculators. However, at the Green Bay

land sales, a spirit of justice and honorable dealing proved to be paramount to

the demands of grasping rapacity, and by a mutual understanding the claims of

settlers were respected by the speculators, and the former were allowed to

purchase their "claims" at the minimum price. But the settlers did

not care to depend upon the chance of similar good fortune at the future land

sales. They asked to have the preemption laws extended or renewed, but their

efforts in that direction were fruitless, as a bill for this purpose, after

passing the Senate, was defeated in the House. But even this bill required

occupancy of and residence on the tract before Dec. 1, 1836, and cultivation

within the year 1836, so that if it had passed it would have been practically

valueless to the great mass of those who had made "claims" in this

district of lands subject to sale at Milwaukee. 




On Feb. 27, 1837, an anonymous

notice was published in the Milwaukee Advertiser and in hand-bills, that a

meeting of the people of Milwaukee, Washington, Jefferson and Dodge counties

would be held in the court house at Milwaukee on March 13, "for the

purpose of adopting such rules as will secure to actual settlers their claims

on principles of justice and equity," and stating that in the absence of

pre-emption laws it was the duty of the settlers "to unite for their own protection

when the lands shall be brought into market." Before noon of the appointed

day the number of settlers assembled in response to this notice astonished

every one present, and no one more than the settlers themselves. The most

reliable estimates placed the number at not less than 1,000, while many thought

it was much greater. It was not a rabble of lawless "squatters," but

earnest and patriotic pioneers, who assembled on this occasion to protect their

"claims" and improvements against the rapacious greed of avaricious

speculators. The meeting was organized by the election of Samuel Hinman,

president; Samuel Sanborn and Sylvester Pettibone, vice presidents; and A. O.

T. Breed and I. A. Lapham, secretaries. A committee of twenty-one was appointed

to report rules and regulations for the consideration of the meeting. 




After a recess of two hours the

committee reported with a preface or preamble, which recited that the settlers

of Milwaukee county and the several counties thereto attached had removed to

and settled in this section of country for the purpose of bettering their

condition by agricultural pursuits. That the Congress of the United States, by

the repeated passing of pre-emption laws, had impressed them with a reasonable

belief that the same policy would continue to be pursued for their benefit.

That in order to secure the fruits of their labors in a peaceable and equitable

manner it was necessary that certain fixed rules and regulations should be

adopted by the settlers, whereby the right of occupancy should be determined.

Therefore it was resolved that they adopt and would to the best of their

ability sustain in full force of obligation the rules and regulations adopted. 




These rules and regulations

prescribed that any person who had prior to that date made a claim on one or

more quarter sections, not exceeding in the whole one section, and made

improvements thereon equal to fifty dollars for each quarter section, should

have the right to retain such claims, and the future right to make such claims

was also recognized; but such rights were subject to the right of improvement

and cultivation in the mode and within the time prescribed by the rules, which

also contained definitions of what constituted cultivation and improvement. The

rules also provided for the appointment by the meeting of a central executive

committee of fifteen, whose duty it was to fix the limits of the different

precincts, the people in each of which precincts were to appoint a judicial

committee. A clerk of the committee and a register of claims were to be

appointed, and eight or more members of the committee constituted a quorum, a

vote of a majority of the members present deciding all questions, including

appeals. The judicial committee in each precinct was to decide all disputes

between claimants in each precinct to the same tract of land, subject to an

appeal to the central executive committee. It was provided that all existing

claims should be entered with the register of claims, and that any one not

entered by the first day of May should be considered as no claim, and might be

occupied by any person who might choose to take it, and that all claims

thereafter made should be entered with the register within ten days, or be

considered vacant and subject to be entered by any other person. If any claimant

neglected to make the improvements required by the rules within the time

limited therefor, he forfeited his rights, and any person might take possession

thereof in his own right. When any person purchased a claim from another he was

required to give immediate notice thereof to the register and have the transfer

made in his name. The party in whose favor any decision was made by any

judicial committee, or by the central committee on appeal, was to receive a

certificate thereof, on presenting which to the register of claims he was to

enter the tract of land therein described in the name of such party, any

previous entry to the contrary notwithstanding, and such party was thereupon

entitled to take possession of such tract without any further judicial proceedings.






But the essence of all these

rules and regulations was contained in rule No . 9, which was as follows:

"Whenever the lands shall be brought into market, the executive committee

shall appoint an agent to bid off the lands in behalf of the settlers whose

claims are entered on the book of registry, and no person shall in any case be

countenanced in bidding in opposition to such agent. 




The moral sentiment of the whole

community was all in one direction, and it was well known and felt by all to be

abundantly adequate to protect the agent against any competition in bidding at

the land sale, and to secure to the settler his claim at the government minimum

price. 




Not to be

"countenanced" was a mild mode of expressing the deep-seated determination

of the pioneer settlers, but it was quite as effective as if it had been in the

form of a threat of lynching, which would have been an unseemly mode of

publishing an unlawful combination and conspiracy to prevent competitive

bidding at a public sale of the lands of the United States. 




The central executive committee

appointed by the meeting consisted of A. A. Bird, Solomon Juneau, N. F. Hyer,

Samuel Brown, Albert Fowler, D. H. Richards, A. O. T. Breed, Samuel Hinman,

William R. Longstreet, H. M. Hubbard, James Sanderson, C. H. Peake, Daniel

Wells, Jr., Byron Kilbourn, and Enoch Chase. At a meeting of this committee the

next day the following officers were elected: A. A. Bird, president; Byron

Kilbourn and Samuel Hinman, vice-presidents; William A. Prentiss, clerk, and

Allen O. T. Breed, register of claims. It was ordered that in deciding appeals

from precinct committees the central committee would proceed according to the

practice of courts of equity, and that it would meet on the first Monday of

every month. It was also ordered that the territory to which the rules and

regulations were applicable be divided into ten precincts, the townships in

each of which were definitely specified. At a meeting of the central committee,

held on April lo, I. A. Lapham was appointed register of claims, vice A. O. T.

Breed, resigned. 




The mode provided for determining

disputed claims between settlers and its administration appeared to give great

satisfaction to all parties interested, and the provisions of the organization,

when adhered to. never failed to protect the settlers and foil the speculator,

for they were strictly enforced prior to and at the different land sales. When

a claim was once entered in the record book it was a guarantee that the

occupant would get it at the sale. 




On April 3, 1837, the second

election for county officials was held in Milwaukee county, and according to

Buck's "Pioneer History," it was a very exciting one. "It was a

beautiful April morning, the voters marching to the polls in procession, with

music and banners, under their respective ward captains, H. N. Wells, George D.

Dousman and Josiah A. Noonan being very active at the polls. But the fun was in

the evening, when a barrel of liquor was rolled into the street in front of

what is now 400 East Water street, the head knocked in, some tin cups procured,

and the crowd told to help themselves, which they needed no second invitation

to do. Every man of them seemed anxious to examine the bottom head of that

barrel, and were not long in bringing it to view, a barrel of liquor standing

as poor a chance then as it would now. It was amusing as well as instructive to

watch the effect that liquor had upon the crowd. Many of them when full,

seeming to forget that election was over, commenced at once to repeat, showing

that they had been there before; others commenced to sing something about not

going home 'till morning, and if my memory is correct, they kept their word in

that respect; in fact, some of them did not go then, having forgotten where

they lived." 




The result of this contest at the

polls was the election of the following gentlemen to fill county positions:

Register of deeds, Cyrus Hawley; coroner, Pleasant Fields; treasurer, Henry

Miller. And at about the same time the governor made the following

appointments, to hold until the assembling of the next legislature: Justices of

the Peace: William A. Prentiss, Asa Kinney, N. F. Hyer, Lot Blanchard, Thomas

Hart, Samuel Wright, Thomas Sanborn, and Ivy Stewart; notary public, N. F.

Flyer; inspector of provisions, B. W. Finch; auctioneer, C. D. Fitch. 




Cyrus Hawley was born at Hampton,

Fairfield county, Connecticut, June 12, 1802; came to Milwaukee Aug. 30, 1835, and

at once became prominent in the young and rising city. He held many important offices,

was elected as the second register of deeds, was the first man who performed

the duties of clerk of courts in Milwaukee county, Albert Fowler having only

nominally held that position. Mr. Flawdey filled the position for many years,

giving universal satisfaction. These continued mental labors finally impaired

his health and he retired to his farm, where he spent the remainder of his days

in watching the steady advance of the city, and the constant increase in land

values made him one of the wealthy men of Milwaukee. Upon the organization of

the Republican party he became a believer in that political faith and was very

active in the political contests of the times in which he lived. In religious

faith he was an Episcopalian, and was one of the staunch pillars of the old St.

Paul's church, being a member of its official board for years. He was an active

member of the Old Settlers' Club, and took a great interest in the objects for

which it was organized. He died in 1871 and was buried at Forest Home cemetery.






Henry Miller came to Milwaukee

from Lee, New York, in 1836, and opened a store at the northeast corner of East

Water and Michigan streets, where he remained until early in 1837, when he

associated himself with William Brown, Jr., under the firm name of Brown &

Miller, their store being on the southwest corner of East Water and Michigan

streets. Later in life Mr. Miller went to California and became very wealthy as

a banker in Sacramento, but he still retained property in Milwaukee. In

political faith he was an old-line Whig, but later became a Republican, and as

a politician was very active, holding several important offices, among which

was that of Deputy United States Marshal. At the first election held on the

"east side" in the town of Milwaukee, when the local government was

organized in February, 1837, he was chosen as one of the assessors, to which

position he was re-elected in 1838. In September of the latter year he was

elected coroner of the county. Mr. Miller was born at Providence, Rhode Island,

April 15, 1806, and died at Sacramento, California, Feb. 23, 1879. He was

buried at Milwaukee in Forest Home cemetery. 




The second session of the first

territorial legislative assembly convened at Burlington (in the present state

of Iowa) on Nov. 6, 1837, and a number of acts were passed pertaining to local

affairs in Milwaukee county. Among these was the first division of the county

into towns for the purpose of local government. An act, which was approved Jan.

2, 1838, provided in section 2 "That the country included within the

following limits, to-wit: beginning on the shore of Lake Michigan, at the

southeast corner of Milwaukee county, thence west to the southwest corner of

town five north, range twenty-one east; thence north to the northwest corner of

town six north, range twenty-one east; thence east to the shore of Lake

Michigan, thence southerly along the shore of said lake to the place of

beginning, be, and the same is hereby set off into a separate town, by the name

of Lake; and the polls of election shall be opened at the house of Elisha

Higgins, in said town." 




Section 3 provided "That the

country included within the following limits, to-wit: Beginning on the shore of

Lake Michigan, at the southeast corner of township seven north, of range twenty-two

east; thence west to the southwest corner of town seven north, of range

twenty-one east; thence north to the northwest corner of town eight north, of

range twenty-one east; thence east to Lake Michigan; thence southerly along the

shore of said lake to the place of beginning, be, and the same is hereby set

off into a separate town by the name of Milwaukee; and the polls of election

shall be opened at the court house of Milwaukee county." This divided the

present limits of Milwaukee county into two towns, Lake comprising the present

towns of Franklin, Greenfield, Lake and Oak Creek, and Milwaukee took in all of

the territory now included in the towns of Granville, Milwaukee, Wauwatosa, and

the city of Milwaukee. At the same session of the legislative council an act

was passed organizing a board of county commissioners in each county in the

territory, and among the enumerated powers of these several boards was one to

"alter, amend, or set off any new towns, or locate any of the towns

established before the board of commissioners, acting for the time being, came

into office, on petition being presented, signed by a majority of the qualified

voters of such town or towns, applying for the same." But is seems that

the commissioners of Milwaukee county never exercised their powers in this

direction. At the first session of the second territorial legislative assembly,

or rather at the adjourned session which convened at Madison on Jan. 21, 1839, an

act was passed, the third section of which follows: 




"Sec. 3. That the country

included within the following limits, to-wit: beginning at the southeast corner

of town five north, of range twenty-one east; thence west to the southwest

corner of town five north, of range twenty-one east; thence north to the

northwest corner of town six north, of range twenty-one east; thence east to

the northeast corner of town six north, range twenty-one east; thence south to

the place of beginning, be, and the same is hereby set off into a separate town

by the name of Kinnikennick." 




The above act was approved on

March 8, 1839, and by its provisions the town of "Kinnikennick" had

domain over the territory now included in the towns of Franklin and Greenfield.

The next division of the county was made by an act which was approved on Dec.

20, 1839, and which provided as follows: 




"Section 1. That all that

part of the town called Kinnikennick, in the county of Milwaukee, which is

comprised in township five north in range twenty-one east, shall be and the

same is hereby set off into a separate town by the name of Franklin." 




Again, by an act approved on Jan.

13, 1840: 




"Sec. 2. That all that part

of the town of Milwaukee comprising township eight north, and range twenty-one

east, be and the same is hereby set off into a separate town by the name of

Granville." 




By an act approved on April 30,

1840: 




"Sec. 1. That all that part

of the town of Milwaukee, in the county of Milwaukee, which is comprised within

the limits of township seven north, in range twenty-one east of the fourth

principal meridian, shall be and the same is hereby set off into a separate

town by the name of Wau-wau-too-sa." 




And by another act, approved on

Aug. 13, 1840: 




"Sec. 1. That all that part

of the town of Lake, in the county of Milwaukee, which is comprised in township

five north, in ranges twenty-two and twenty-three east, shall be, and the same is

hereby set off into a separate town, by the name of Oak 




This marked the last division of

the county into towns, and the last mention of that nature in legislative

annals was in an act, approved on Feb. 19, 1841, which provided as follows: 




"Sec. 1. That the town

called Kinnikinnick, in town six, range twenty-one east, in the county of

Milwaukee, shall hereafter be called Greenfield." 




Milwaukee county was now fully

organized, so far as township government was concerned, the divisions being

exactly as they are today, and which are more accurately described as follows:

Franklin, township five, range twenty-one; Granville, township eight, range

twenty-one; Greenfield, township six, range twenty-one; Lake, township six,

range twenty-two; Milwaukee, all of township eight, and so much of township

seven, in range twenty-two, as is not included within the limits of the city of

Milwaukee; Oak Creek, township five, ranges twenty-two and twenty-three; and

Wauwatosa, township seven, range twenty-one. The history of these several

divisions will be found in succeeding chapters of this volume. The population

of these towns in 1840, according to the United States census, was as follows:

Franklin, 248; Granville, 225; Greenfield, 404; Lake, which then included Oak

Creek, 418; Milwaukee, 1,712; and Wauwatosa, 342, making a total of 3,349 as

the population of the territory now included in the county. These figures, of

course, include the population of the city of Milwaukee. In the same year,

according to the census, there were in the present limits of the county 225

horses, 2,202 neat cattle, 368 sheep, 3,362 swine, one iron foundry, two

printing offices; and in 1839 the amount of produce was 6,341 bushels of wheat,

4,313 of oats, 13,757 of Indian corn, 28,497 of potatoes, and 31,115 pounds of

maple sugar, The amount of money received at the Milwaukee land office in 1840

for sales of public land was $138,661.02, and there were 174 steamboat arrivals

at the Milwaukee harbor. The effects of the financial depression of 1837 were

rapidly disappearing and the county was well started on its remarkable growth. 




The year 1838 opened with

prospects in general much brighter than they had been during the year

preceding. The great financial cloud which had covered the country was broken

to some extent, and the dawn of another period of prosperity was visible. In

the village and community of which we write everyone was at work, new buildings

were commenced, immigrants began to make their appearance, new farms were

opened here and there by the hardy sons of toil, who, seemingly with a magic

touch, "made the wilderness to blossom like the rose" — and all these

forces contributed to the development and upbuilding of the pioneer community.

Roads were opened, leading west and south from the future metropolis, and at

convenient distances new locations for town sites were selected, to the

building of which the owners put forth all their energies; and it may

truthfully be said that from the beginning of the year 1838 Milwaukee county

dates its rapid growth and development. 




In making his annual

appointments, the governor of the territory favored Milwaukee county by making

William A. Prentiss justice of the peace; Joshua Hathaway was appointed public

administrator in place of C. H. Larkin, removed; and William Brown was made

inspector of provisions. The last named gentleman was from St. Clair, Michigan,

and came to Milwaukee in 1836. He had been a clerk for the American Fur Company

in his youth, in which capacity he had been over the entire northwest before

the advent of the whites. He was a good business man; strictly honest and

conscientious; was much in public life in Milwaukee's early days, and was the

partner in business of Henry Miller, who has been given a more extended mention

on a preceding page. Mr. Brown was one of the first assessors elected at the

time of the organization of a village government for the East Side, Milwaukee,

and in April, 1837, he was elected as one of the supervisors of the township

government. In 1838 he was one of the trustees for the East Side, and in 1841

he was elected treasurer of the county. Mr. Brown died June 17, 1862, of

apoplexy. 




At the election for county

officers, held on March 6. the following gentlemen were elected: As the first

board of county commissioners, William A. Prentiss. H. C. Skinner, and John

Richards; assessor, William R. Longstreet; treasurer, George D. Dousman;

coroner. Charles Leland; constables for the town of Milwaukee, George S. Vail,

James H. Wheelock, George S. Wright, and I. T. Brown. 




William A. Prentiss was a very

distinguished gentleman, who filled many important official positions in his

adopted county and state. He was born in Northfield, Mass., March 24, 1800, to

Dr. Samuel and Lucretia (Holmes) Prentiss. He received a common-school and

academic education, and while yet a boy engaged m mercantile pursuits,

intending to make that his life work. He spent one year with his brother, at

Cooperstown, N. Y., thence went to Albany, where he remained one year, and then

spent five years in the employ of Pomeroy, Prior & Brown, of Northfield,

Mass. In 1822 he began business for himself in Montpelier, Vermont, and two

years later removed to Jericho in the same state, where he was engaged in merchandising

until he removed to Milwaukee in 1836. While residing in Jericho he served

eight years as chairman of the board of selectmen and overseer of the poor, was

justice of the peace several years, and in 1829 was a member of the Vermont

legislature. In the summer of 1836 he came to Milwaukee, which was at that time

a mere village, and a month after his arrival here formed a co-partnership with

Dr. Lemuel W. Weeks, and engaged in general merchandising in a primitive store

room, twenty by forty feet in its dimensions, located on what is now East Water

street. This partnership lasted nearly two years, when Mr. Prentiss withdrew

from the firm and for many years thereafter gave a large share of his time and

attention to the discharge of official duties which he was called upon by the

people of Milwaukee and Milwaukee county to perform. Early in 1837 he was

appointed by Governor Dodge, justice of the peace for Milwaukee county, and the

office was one giving him jurisdiction throughout Milwaukee county in both civil

and criminal cases. In the early history of the county the position was an

important one, and Mr. Prentiss continued to discharge the duties of the office

with marked ability until the organization of the state government in 1848. He

was also elected a member of the county board of commissioners in 1837 and

served three years as chairman of that board. In 1838 he was elected a member

of the council, at that time the upper branch of the territorial legislature,

and served four years as a member of that body. During the session of 1840 he

served as president of the council and wielded throughout his entire term of

service an important influence in shaping the legislation of that period and

perfecting the organization of the territorial government. In 1837 he was

chosen a member of the board of trustees of the village of "Milwaukee on

the East Side," but although his interests were largely in this portion of

the city, he took a broad and liberal view of the situation and advocated a

policy which would mold the two sections into a harmonious whole, under a

system of government which would enable all good citizens to do their utmost

for the growth and prosperity of the entire community. During the entire period

of the existence of Milwaukee as an incorporated village, he continued to

represent his ward as a member of the board of trustees, serving several years

as chairman of the board and contributing largely through his enterprise and

executive ability to the improvement and general upbuilding of the city. After the

incorporation of the city in 1846 he served in both branches of the city

government, and in 1858 was elected mayor, retiring from that office with the

enviable record of having been one of the most capable and efficient mayors the

city has ever had. In 1866 he was elected a member of the general assembly of

Wisconsin, and was re-elected in 1867. He was connected with the city

government as a member of the council the greater part of the time up to 1872,

when he retired from official life, giving himself up to the enjoyment of his

comfortable fortune, devoting himself to his private business affairs and to

the perusal of choice literature, of which he was always a great lover, and of

which he was a wide reader in the course of his life. Originally an old-line

Whig in politics, when the Republican party was organized he became a zealous

member of that organization, and always interested himself actively in

advancing its principles and policies. In 1888 he was a distinguished figure in

the Republican national convention held in Chicago, at which time he was the

oldest person present. Mr. Prentiss was practically the founder of the

"Pioneer Association," which was formed in 1877 AS an outgrowth of

the "Old Settlers' Club" of Milwaukee. Tie took an active interest in

all the gatherings of his old associates and contemporaries, and appeared last

in public at the annual banquet of the Pioneer Association, given at the

Plankinton House on Feb. 23, 1891. His death occurred on Nov. 10, 1892. and

when he passed away the fact was generally recognized throughout the state that

one of the most interesting and useful men who had settled in Wisconsin during

the pioneer period, had gone to his reward. 




The territorial legislative

assembly convened in special session at Burlington, in the present state of

Iowa, on June 11, 1838, pursuant to a joint resolution adopted in the preceding

January, and William B. Sheldon, a representative from Milwaukee county, was

chosen as speaker of the house. The session was a short one, lasting only two

weeks, having been held mainly for the purpose of making a new apportionment of

members of the house of representatives, based upon the census taken in the May

preceding. The population of Milwaukee county as then constituted, shown by

this census, was 3,131, and on July 13, the governor issued his proclamation,

making the apportionment, in which Milwaukee county was given two members of

the council and five members of the house. The time fixed for the election was

the second Monday in September. Party lines had not yet been drawn, and the

members were chosen without reference to, and perhaps in many cases without a

knowledge of their views upon national politics. But a spirit of rivalry ran

rampant in Milwaukee county, and after a heated contest the election resulted

in sending Daniel Wells, Jr., and William A. Prentiss to the Council, and

Augustus Story, Ezekiel Churchill, William Shew, Lucius I. Barber, and Henry C.

Skinner, to the House of Representatives. At the same election Frederick B. Otis

was chosen for commissioner, J. Y. Watson as assessor, George D. Dousman as

treasurer, and Henry Miller as coroner. 




Daniel Wells, Jr., was born at

Waterville, Kennebec county, Maine, July 16, 1808, and was the son of Daniel

Wells, a well-to-do farmer of that region, who also owned and managed a custom

carding and cloth dressing mill. From his New England ancestry he inherited the

industry, frugality and rugged honesty which were distinguishing

characteristics of his career, and he combined with these the broad enterprise

and intense activity of the Western man of affairs. He passed his boyhood at

his father's home, dividing his time between farm labor and work in the mill,

attending school only during the winter months of each year. Limited as were

his educational advantages, he made such use of his opportunities that he had

qualified himself to teach school and had taught two terms before he was twenty

years old. While teaching school he gave a share of his attention to the study

of navigation and acquired considerable knowledge of that science. Self-reliant

and ambitious, he entered upon a business career as soon as he attained his

majority, and the following extracts are from an account of his subsequent life

written by one admirably qualified for the task by a long and intimate

acquaintance with Mr. Wells: In 1830 he invested his savings in a stock of

apples, cider, butter, cheese, dry goods, etc., which he took to Magnolia, near

St. Marks, Fla., where a New England colony had settled. Going thence to Tallahassee

he chanced to meet one Robert B. Kerr — a private tutor in the family of

General Butler, surveyor-general of Florida — who had been offered a contract

for surveying, a large tract of government land in eastern Florida, but lack of

money prevented him from accepting the offer. Ready for any honorable

enterprise, Mr. Wells agreed to furnish the money needed, and disposing of his

stock of goods at a handsome profit, he purchased the required outfit. The

survey began on Dec. 25, and Mr. Wells — making good use of his knowledge of

navigation and mathematics — with the help of Mr. Kerr, became proficient in

the science of surveying. In September, 1831, he engaged in business at Palmyra,

Maine, having shipped thither a stock of goods which he purchased in Boston. He

conducted this business with success until the spring of 1835, and while a

resident of Maine held at different times the offices of justice of the peace,

selectman, town clerk, assessor and overseer of the poor. Becoming impressed

with the possibilities of development in the West, he came here in company with

Winthrop W. Gilman, also a native of Waterville, and made considerable

purchases of land and lots in Wisconsin and Milwaukee in 1835. Returning to

Palmyra after a time, he arranged to move his effects to Milwaukee, to the

great regret of his eastern friends, who regarded the departure from them of

one who had been so public spirited as little less than a public calamity.

Accompanied by his wife, he left his home in April and arrived in Milwaukee on

May 19, 1836. He now turned his knowledge of surveying to good account in the

young city, which was expanding in all directions, and soon became known as a

trustworthy and enterprising citizen. Recognizing his abilities, Gov. Henry

Dodge, on Aug. 2, 1836, appointed him justice of the peace for Milwaukee

county, comprising what is now Milwaukee, Washington, Ozaukee, Jefferson,

Racine, Walworth and Kenosha counties. On March 13, 1837, he was elected a

member of the Executive Committee of the Claim Organization, formed to protect

the "squatter" until he could get title to his land from the

government. In 1838 he was made one of the trustees for the East side of Milwaukee,

and on Sept. 4 of that year was appointed probate judge. In 1841 he was elected

one of Milwaukee's first fire wardens, his associates in office being Alexander

Mitchell and Maurice Pixley. He rendered efficient; services as under-sheriff

in 1842, and on April 3 of that year was appointed commissioner in bankruptcy,

and held the office until the repeal of the bankruptcy law. He also held the

office of county supervisor and town surveyor. He made the first survey and

plat of town lots on the South Side in what is now the Fifth ward of the city

of Milwaukee. He also surveyed and platted tracts in the First and Seventh

wards. But of all his varied services in those early days, that as a member of

the Territorial Council, to which he was elected in the fall of 1838, was

perhaps the most important. Mr. Wells served on the committee on territorial

affairs, finances, ways and means, schools, territorial roads and enrollment.

His efforts were especially directed to secure measures beneficial to his own

city, and among the important measures whose passage he secured was that authorizing

his county to build a bridge across the Milwaukee river. He also secured the

passage of a law as a protection to actual settlers and against non-resident

land holders who had monopolized large tracts during the land excitement of

1836, for speculative purposes, to the effect that taxes should be assessed

against the land alone, and not against the improvements thereon. Another

important service by Mr. Wells that should not be overlooked, was in preparing

and framing the passage, through a legislature hostile to banking in any form,

of the charter of the Wisconsin Marine & Fire Insurance Company. Although

elected for four years, Mr. Wells resigned at the end of his fourth session,

which closed Aug. 14, 1840. His next public office was as commissioner from

Wisconsin to the World's Exposition, held in the Crystal Palace, at London, in

1851. While abroad he visited Scotland, Ireland, France and other European

countries, and returned home in March, 1852. In his political affiliations Mr.

Wells was originally a Whig, but after settling in Milwaukee and the

organization of the state government for Wisconsin he acted with the Democratic

party, though not always supporting its measures. He opposed the

Kansas-Nebraska policy of his party and during the Civil war was an earnest

supporter of the Federal cause. In 1852 he was elected, as against Mr. Durkee,

the nominee of the Free Soil party, and Mr. Durand, of the Whigs, to represent

the First district of Wisconsin in the Thirty-third congress, which assembled

on Dec. 5, 1853. The following were among the early measures introduced by him:

"A bill giving right of way and granting alternate sections of the public

lands to the state of Wisconsin and its grantees and assigns to aid in the

construction of a railroad from Milwaukee to Prairie du Chien, on the

Mississippi river;" "A bill giving the right of way and alternate

sections of land to the state of Wisconsin and its grantees and assigns to

further the construction of a certain railroad therein specified;" and

"A bill giving right of way and granting alternate sections of public

lands to the states of Michigan and Wisconsin and their grantees and assigns to

further the construction of certain railroads therein specified." He also

introduced a bill providing for the purchase of a site and the erection of a

suitable building at Milwaukee for a post-office and custom house, and secured

an appropriation of $50,000 for that purpose. During the same session he

introduced a resolution instructing the committee on post-offices and

post-roads to report a bill reducing ocean postage to a uniform rate of ten

cents each on letters not exceeding one-half ounce in weight, and followed it

by securing the passage of a joint resolution by the Wisconsin legislature

relating to cheap postage. He also introduced a measure relating to foreign and

coasting trade on the northern and northeastern and northwestern frontiers. At

the session of 1854 he introduced bills making appropriations for the

improvement of Milwaukee, Racine and Kenosha harbors, and secured an additional

appropriation of $38,000 for the Milwaukee post-office and custom house. In

appreciation of his great service, he was re-elected to the Thirty-fourth

congress, which opened Dec. 3, 1855. In the contest for the speakership of the

House of Representatives at that session, Mr. Wells, having regard lor the good

of the whole country, went quietly to work among his friends and secured eleven

Democrats, beside himself, who were willing to vote for a plurality rule, and

Mr. Banks was elected. Chiefly by his influence and efforts were secured the

valuable land grants for railroads in Minnesota in the congress of 1855-57. At

the end of his second term he declined to become a candidate again, though

strongly urged to do so, feeling that his private affairs demanded his whole

attention. Through his early purchases of land he became one of the most

extensive dealers in real estate, and was from an early day a promoter of

public improvements. In 1844 he built the present Kirby House, which was opened

under the name of the City Hotel, from 1847 to 1849 he was a member of the firm

of Dousman & Wells, engaged in shipping and storage, and also in buying and

selling grain and other farm products; during that time in 1848, he was one of

the organizers of the Madison, Watertown & Milwaukee Plank Road Company.

From 1849 to 1856, associated with Horatio Hill, under the name of Wells &

Hill, he conducted a large trade in grain and wool. Beginning in 1847, when, in

connection with another gentleman, he built the large lumber mill at Escanaba,

Mich., he was largely interested in the lumber trade, and besides his interest

in that plant, he was a large shareholder in the N. Ludington Company, the

Ludington, Wells & Van Schaick Company, the Peshtigo Lumber Company, the H.

Witbeck Company, and the I. Stephenson Company. In banking circles he was

prominent for many years. He was a stockholder and director in the Wisconsin

Marine & Fire Insurance Company until its reorganization under the state

law; for many years president of the Green Bay Bank, he held the same office

after that institution became the First National Bank of La Crosse. He was

vice-president of the old Board of Trade during its short existence, and for

many years was a member of the Milwaukee Chamber of Commerce. He was a director

of the Northwestern National Insurance Company, and always favored all measures

tending to the development of railroads in the Northwest. The Northern Pacific

Railroad had no firmer friend than he, and as early as 1847, when a bill to incorporate

the Milwaukee & Mississippi Railroad passed the Wisconsin legislature, he

was named as one of the commissioners therein. He served in a like capacity in

securing the Milwaukee & Watertown Railroad, which afterward became the La

Crosse division of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul. He was president of

the La Crosse & Milwaukee Railroad, and was also president and a director

of the Southern Minnesota and of the St. Paul & Minnesota Valley Railroads.

For many years Mr. Wells declined to take public office of any kind, but his

interest in the welfare of his adopted city and state was not abated. He died

on March 18, 1902. 




The following extract from a

letter written at Green Bay by Mr. Wells, on Aug. 30, 1835, to an Eastern

friend, will convey to the reader an idea of the conditions at Milwaukee then,

as Mr. Wells viewed them: 




"I have purchased

considerable real estate at Milwaukee, mostly village property. The land about

Milwaukee is the best in the territory, and as Milwaukee is the only harbor for

some distance either way on the lake it must of necessity become a place of

great importance. It is now laid out in lots for two miles north and south and

one and a half miles east and west, which lots will, I think, sell immediately

for from $100 to $1,000, and much money has been made speculating in lots

already. I think money can be made here in the lumbering business if one had

capital, as all kinds of lumber sell readily and for high figures. The winter

is the same here as in New England or nearly the same. The settlers will all

get their claims for $1.25 per acre, as it is considered very mean to bid

against them; some of them have already sold their claims at high figures, in

one case for $8,000. I have also entered a few lots of land at ten shillings

per acre. There is a mill at the mouth of the Menomonee owned by Farnsworth

& Brush, which they wish to sell, together with a large quantity of pine

land of the best quality, for $40,000; have been offered $30,000." 




Three years later, on Aug. 5,

1840, he wrote a letter to his brother Charles, who was then a student at Yale

College, from which we take the following extract: 




"I am doing a little farming

this summer and also sell some lumber on commission, which, together, give me a

very comfortable living, though this year instead of a benefit I have suffered

a heavy loss, as my crops were utterly destroyed last week by a tremendous

hail-storm, an account of which you will see in the papers sent you. T had let

out my farm to a young man to cultivate, at the halves, and I had about

twenty-five acres in crops, eight of corn, five of oats and twelve in wheat;

and the outlook for a good crop was fine, when, last Thursday, the storm came,

extending over a tract about a mile in width and some ten miles in length. The

hail continued to fall for about five minutes, accompanied with a tremendous

wind. I never saw anything half equal to it. The glass and sash were broken out

of the windows, even on the lee side of the house, and the bark beat off the

trees. Three of my pigs were killed by the hail and all my crops utterly

ruined. The loss to me will be about $300; but I think I shall live through it

well enough." 




Another letter, also addressed to

Charles Wells, was dated at Milwaukee, April 7, 1841, and contained the following:






"Money matters are in rather

a bad state in the west. All the banks have suspended specie payments and all

bills on western banks are 12 per cent, discount. Western bank money generally

passed at par, and eastern money and specie is from 10 to 12 per cent, premium.

I am doing but little business at this time, nor is there much prospect that I

shall engage in any active business for some time to come, as I am still

crippled with old liabilities contracted in 1836 and how they will be cancelled

it is now difficult to say. I do about enough business to pay present expenses,

which are quite small. I start to go to Rock river tomorrow in order to sell

some lumber owned by myself and Mr. Brown (at Dixon's ferry); shall be absent

about two weeks. The farmers out here are doing a hard business as produce is

so low. Wheat is worth only 40 cents; corn, 31 cents; oats, 20 to 25 cents; and

pork, 2 ½ to 3 ½ cents per pound. All kinds of business is in a bad state, and

how long it will so continue is uncertain. The people must fall back on their

old habits of industry and economy and do away with all extravagance and then

the country will start ahead again. A new start of prosperity must be the work

of years to be permanent." 




A third letter, which is dated at

Madison, Jan. 25, 1842, contains the following: 




"The winter so far has been

fine; we now have about a foot of snow and the sleighing is splendid. Wheat

sells for 75 cents per bushel; oats, 23 cents; corn, 31 cents; pork, 2 ½ cents

per pound. The territory is on the gain and we expect a larger immigration next

summer than any previous year. Milwaukee is improving very fast and a railroad

is about to be started (the one mentioned in 1836) from there to the

Mississippi river, through the center of the territory, via the lead region,

and in a few years we shall have a continuous railroad from Boston to the

Mississippi river. 




Lucius I. Barber, who was chosen

as one of the members of the territorial House of Representatives at the

election heretofore mentioned, was a prominent man in early times. He was a

native of Simsbury, Connecticut, returned there about 1850, or perhaps later,

and he died at that place in 1888. He was very prominent in early legislation,

but was never a business man. He was elected as one of the first board of

trustees when the West Side changed from a township government to a village

organization, in January, 1837, and in April of the same year he was elected to

the position of assessor. In 1839 he removed to Jefferson, where he was one of

the early settlers, and he lived there several years. 




Among other notable things

accomplished in the year 1838 was the removal of the Indians west of the

Mississippi river, which event occurred in the month of June. They were

collected at the old Indian fields, near the Layton House, where they were fed

at the expense of the government until preparations could be made, teams

procured and supplies collected in compliance with the treaty made at Chicago

in 1833. The contract was given to Jacques Vieau, Jr., who was compelled to

press into service every available team in the county in order to accomplish

the removal of the red men. This cleared the country of all the Pottawattomies

and Menomonees, with the exception of the Shawano band and a few others, who,

on account of inter-marriage with the Creole-French, were permitted to remain

at Theresa, Horicon, and other places along Rock river, leading the wandering

nomadic life they so much preferred. This year also witnessed the opening of a

road to Madison, a government appropriation having been made for that purpose. 




The second territorial

legislative assembly commenced its second session at Madison on Jan. 21, 1839,

to which time it had adjourned on Dec. 22. preceding, and Lucius I. Barber, of

Milwaukee, was elected speaker of the House of Representatives. The county was

also recognized by the governor in the appointment of Horatio N. Wells as

attorney-general for the territory. 




Horatio N. Wells came from

Burlington, Vermont, in 1836. As a lawyer he was both prominent and successful;

was of a quick and nervous temperament, a ready speaker and in political faith

he was an uncompromising Democrat, taking a deep interest in political affairs.

He served as mayor of Milwaukee, was also in the territorial legislature, where

he at once became a leader, and his last office was that of county judge. Says

the historian, J. S. Buck: "Mr. Wells was a warm friend, a bitter enemy;

made no concealment of his political views or opinions; was strictly honest,

and generous to a fault; he knew not the value of money, but spent it freely;

was at one time very wealthy, but at his death was poor." At the time of

the organization of the East Side into a village government, Mr. Wells was

elected as the first village clerk, and in 1847 he was chosen mayor of the

city. He died Aug. 19, 1858, a victim of intemperance. 




The political campaign of 1839 in

Milwaukee county, like that of 1838, was hotly contested. The election was held

the first Monday in August, and resulted in re-electing practically the same

officials, as follows: Territorial Council — William A. Prentiss and Daniel

Wells, Jr.,; House of Representatives, Augustus Story, Adam E. Ray, William R.

Longstreet, William Shew, and Horatio N. Wells. 




The public sales of the

government land in the Milwaukee land district were first proclaimed to take

place at Milwaukee on Nov. 19 and Dec. 3, 1838, but in accordance with the

general wish of the settlers, as expressed in their petitions, the sales were

postponed by proclamation of the President of the United States, until Feb. 18

and March 4, 1839. The sales took place on these dates, and during the first

week averaged $25,000 per day. There was no competition at the sales, nor any

attempt by "greedy speculators" to interfere with the claims of the

settlers, who adjusted all conflicting disputes by arbitration, and the

capitalists found it more for their interest to loan money to the settlers on

the security of the land purchased by them than to invest it in the land

themselves. Thus all apprehensions on the part of the settlers in obtaining

title to their claims proved to be groundless, and very few lands were bought

on speculation. As a consequence a great portion of the best lands in the

district were subject to entry at $1.25 per acre by the throng of immigrants

that soon afterward peopled the entire country. Among these immigrants was the

first installment of Germans and Norwegians — the advance guard of thousands

that were to flock to Wisconsin's soil in search of homes. The effect of the arrival

of these foreign-born home-seekers was very refreshing to the hardy pioneers of

Milwaukee county, as they brought with them gold and silver with which to

purchase homes, and money now became more plentiful. The spring of 1840 opened

with brightened skies, as the country had become largely self-sustaining, and

the best land had nearly all been taken for farms. Provisions of all kinds were

much cheaper than the previous year. The political atmosphere of Milwaukee

county in 1840, in common with the country in general, was filled with storms.

But oi course the issues in Milwaukee were local in their nature, as the

territory had no voice in national affairs and therefore could have but a

sentimental interest in the great conflict being waged with the presidency as

the prize. The election for members of the territorial legislature and for

county officers was very hotly contested, and as this was the first election in

which the Germans participated, a determined effort was made by both factions

to secure their support. The result of the election was as follows: Council, J.

E. Arnold and Don A. J. Upham; House of Representatives, John S. Rockwell,

Joseph Bond, Jacob Brazelton, W. F. Shepherd, and Adam E. Ray; county

commissioner, William A. Barstow; collector, Horace Chase; treasurer, George D.

Dousman; assessors, Cromwell Hills, Ira Bidwell, and George Watson. 




Don A. J. Upham, who is here

mentioned as a member-elect of the legislative council, took a prominent part

in the building up of Milwaukee. He was a lawyer by profession, and during his

active career was a legislator, speculator, and a man who was a general

favorite with the early settlers. He came to Milwaukee from Northfield,

Vermont, arriving on June 15, 1837. James S. Buck describes him as follows: "In

person he was tall; had a large head, blue eyes, brown hair, strong powerful

voice; spoke slow and distinct, with a lengthened sound upon the last syllable

of each word; walked slow, with his eyes fixed constantly upon the ground, but

at the same time was cognizant of all that was being enacted around him; was

courteous and dignified in manner, but fond of fun and mischief, few men more

so, and usually on the watch for it; was a good public speaker and a prominent

Democrat." He served two terms as mayor of the city of Milwaukee, and was

also a candidate for the governorship in 1851, when, in the opinion of many, he

was fairly elected but counted out in some unaccountable manner, and L. J.

Farwell was given the position. He was one of the first to join the Old

Settlers' Club upon its organization in 1869, and in the organization of the

Pioneer Association in 1879 he also took an active part. Few men in the state

were better known than Don A. J. Upham. He was born at Weathersfield, Windham

county, Vermont, May 31, 1809, died June 15, 1877, and was buried at Forest

Home. 




The first session of the third

territorial legislative assembly convened at Madison on Dec. 7, 1840, and the

most important act of its deliberations, so far as Milwaukee county was

interested, was the "Act to provide for the government of the several

towns in this territory, and for the revision of county government." The

New England and ,New York system of local self-government is what may be called

the town system, while that of the western and southern states is what may be

called the county system. Milwaukee county, during the first four or five years

of its existence, rapidly became settled with a population largely imbued with

the ideas of New England and New York, in which they had been educated, and a

desire was manifested that the system of local government should be changed to

conform to their ideas. The act mentioned above, and which was approved on Feb.

18, 1841, contained a complete system for the organization of towns, and

specified all the details of town government. It provided that the legal voters

should at the next general election vote for or against the provisions, and if

a majority of the electors in any county should vote in favor of the adoption

of the act, the county so voting should be governed by and be subject to the

provisions of the act, on and after the first Tuesday of April, 1842. The

result was that in Milwaukee county the town system was adopted, and the board

of commissioners was succeeded by the board of supervisors, after the date

above named. At the April election in 1841, however, an entire new board of

commissioners was elected, the successful candidates for these and other

positions being as follows: County commissioners — Charles Hart, Thomas H.

Olin, and Peter N. Cushman; county clerk, Uriel Farmin; register of deeds,

Henry Miller; collector, John T. Haight; treasurer, William Brown; assessors,

Jared Thompson, Benjamin Hunkins and William Shew; surveyor, George S. West;

coroner, John Crawford. Jonathan E. Arnold, having been nominated as the Whig

candidate for delegate in Congress, resigned his position as a member of the

territorial council from Milwaukee county, and the vacancy was filled by the

election of John H. Tweedy. 




John H. Tweedy was born at Danbury,

Connecticut, Nov. 9, 1814, and graduated at Yale College. In October, 1836, he

came to Milwaukee, where he at once became active and prominent in the building

up of the young city. In political faith he was an old-line Whig, and, in

common with William A. Prentiss, shared in all the public offices of the city,

except mayor. In 1841 and 1842, he was elected a member of the territorial

council, and he was also prominent as a member of the convention that framed

the constitution of the state. He was by profession a lawyer, but was more

prominent in the legislative halls than in court. He was also prominent in all

of Milwaukee's early railroad enterprises, and realized the enjoyment of wealth

and influence. He had a fine legal mind, was a ready and fluent public speaker,

and in 1847 was elected territorial delegate to Congress, being the last

incumbent in that position. He also represented the city of Milwaukee in the

state assembly in 1853 and was considered in every respect an estimable

citizen. He retired from actual business a number of years before his death,

but he never lost his interest in the growth and prosperity of the city and

state of his adoption, in the founding of which he took so prominent a part. He

was a member of the Pioneer Association, and was twice elected as its

president. Milwaukee has had no better or more highly respected citizen than

John H. Tweedy. He died on Nov. 12, 1891. 




The following appointments in

Milwaukee county were made by the governor in 1842: Joseph Ward, sheriff; D.

Wells, Jr., deputy sheriff; Sylvester W. Dunbar, judge of probate; Joshua

Hathaway, public administrator; John A. Messenger, justice of the peace; Louis

Francher, Cyrus Hawley, Charles Delafield, Henry Miller, Levi Blossom, L A.

Lapham and D. Wells, Jr., notaries. 




At the session of the legislature

in the early part of 1842 a law providing for the enumeration of the

inhabitants of the territory was passed, and the governor was instructed to

make an apportionment of the members of the Council and the House of

Representatives among the several election districts in accordance therewith.

The number of inhabitants in Milwaukee county was shown to be 9,565, those of

Washington county 965, and together they were given three members of the

Council and six members of the House of Representatives. The ensuing election

was probably the most hotly contested one that had been held in the county up

to that time, and the successful ticket was as follows: Hans Crocker, Lemuel

White and David Newland, members of the Council; Andrew E. Elmore, Benjamin

Hunkins, Thomas H. Olin, Jonathan Parsons, Jared Thompson and George H. Walker,

members of the House; Charles C. Savage, register of deeds; Clark Shephardson,

treasurer; George S. West, surveyor;' Leveret S. Kellogg, coroner. 




Hans Crocker came to Milwaukee

from Chicago in 1836, and at once commenced the practice of law, his first

partner being Horatio N. Wells, and he afterwards was associated with J. H.

Tweedy. He was a good political wire-puller, and took a prominent part in all

of the contests of those pioneer days, and served for a considerable length of

time as a member of the territorial council. He was also canal commissioner

under the old canal system, and was connected with the various railroad

enterprises pertaining to the formation of the present Chicago, Milwaukee &

St. Paul system. He served one term as mayor of the city. Upon the organization

of the territorial government of Wisconsin he was selected as the private

secretary of Governor Dodge and officiated in that capacity for some time. Upon

the organization of the Wisconsin Marine and Fire Insurance Company, in 1839,

he was appointed by the legislature a member of the first board of commissioners

of that institution. His death, which occurred March 17, 1889, left a void not

easily filled, as his peculiar personal characteristics were such as to make

him prominent in any capacity or position he chanced to occupy. 




George H. Walker was a native of Virginia,

born in Lynchburg, Oct. 22, 1811. When he was fourteen years old his father

removed to Gallatin county, Ill., so that he may be said to have been brought

up in the West, and to have begun his career as a pioneer in early boyhood. He

was an Indian trader at eighteen years of age, and was only twenty-two years

old when he first penetrated the wilds of what was then Michigan territory, as

far north as the site of the city which he helped to build in later years.

After visiting Juneau's trading post in the fall of 1833, he turned back and

spent the winter of 1833-34 at what was then known as "Skunk Grove,"

about six miles west of the site of the present city of Racine. His first visit

to Milwaukee must, however, have impressed him favorably with that location,

because in 1834, after spending some time at Chicago and other frontier trading

posts of this region, he returned to this place with the intention of locating

here permanently. He accordingly selected a tract of land lying south of that

portion of Milwaukee river which runs eastward to the lake, on which he

established a trading post, and to which he laid claim as first settler and

"squatter," no survey of the land having been made at that time. The

first improvement which he made on the land to which he hoped to acquire title

in due time, was to build a small cabin, not unlike that which Juneau was

occupying at the time, at what is now the intersection of South Water and Ferry

streets, the site being that at present occupied by the Ricketson House. From

1835 to 1845 he divided his time between trading with the Indians, as a rival

of Juneau, and fighting off the "squatters" who attempted to

"jump his claim." It was not until 1849, after Wisconsin had been

admitted into the Union as a state, that Walker finally obtained a patent from

the Federal government for 160 acres of land, which cleared the title of all

clouds. In 1845 he was appointed register of the Milwaukee land office, and

held that important office until 1849. He was elected to the territorial

legislature in 1842. and was made speaker of the lower house. In 1844 he was

again chosen to represent the city at Madison, and was again elected to the

speakership. In 1850 he was elected mayor of Milwaukee, and held that office

for one term. In politics he was a Democrat, but at the breaking out of the

Civil war he took a decided stand in favor of the preservation of the Union.

The city was largely indebted to him for the building of the Milwaukee &

Mississippi railroad, he was at one time president of this railroad company,

and long a member of the board of directors. He built the first street railway

in Milwaukee at a considerable loss to himself, and thus laid the foundation of

the present splendid system. One of the last public acts of his useful life was

to aid in securing the location here of the National Soldiers' Home, and his

arduous labors in that connection undoubtedly shortened his life. He died at

his home on Biddle street, Sept. 20, 1866. 
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