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As   a   Military   Historian   I   rely   on   a   summary   of   the 

historical fact, I analyze and highlight the decisive factors, 

before   simulating   hypotheses  "what   if…"  hypotheses through a board game. In the simulation, all possibilities 

of the purpose of the study are completed, when the past 

of history is analyzed based on the theory of the present 

and projected for similar situations in the future. Since 2010 I have published the following series of simulations: 

I. Historical Simulation of the Wars of the First Empires; 

II. Historical Simulation of the Wars in Classical Greece; 

III. Historical Simulation of the Roman Wars; IV. Historical Simulation   of   Wars   in   the   Medieval   Era;   V.   Historical 

Simulation of Wars in the Modern Era (1453 to 1774); VI. 

Historical  Simulation  of  Wars in  the Age of  Revolutions 

(1775 to 1860); VII. Historical Simulation of Wars in the Industrial Age (1861 to 1913); VIII. Historical Simulation 

of the First World War; IX. Historical Simulation of World 

War II; X. Historical Simulation of the Cold War (1917 to 

1991); and XI. Historical Simulation of Contemporary Wars (1991 to ...).

 

Keywords:   History.   Art   of   War.   Science   of   War.   War 

Games.
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HISTORICAL FACT

 

RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR

 

In   1914,   Russia   entered   World   War   I   in   response   to 

Austria-Hungary's declaration of war on its ally Serbia, and 

fought on multiple fronts, isolated from its Triple Entente allies.   In   1916,   the   Imperial   Russian   Army's   Brusilov 

Offensive   almost   completely   destroyed   the   Austro-

Hungarian Army. However, existing public distrust of the 

regime was exacerbated by the rising costs of war, high casualties, and rumors of corruption and treason.

 

All of this set the stage for the Russian Revolution of 1917, 

which culminated in two major acts. In early 1917, Tsar Nicholas II was forced to abdicate; he and his family were 

arrested and later executed. The monarchy was replaced 

by a  shaky coalition  of  political  parties that  proclaimed 

itself   the   Provisional   Government   and   proclaimed   the Russian   Republic.   On   January   19,   1918,   the   Russian 

Constituent   Assembly   (Duma)   declared   Russia   a 

democratic federal republic (thus ratifying the Provisional 

Government's   decision).   The   following   day,   the Constituent   Assembly   was   dissolved   by   the   All-Russian 

Central Executive Committee.

 

An alternative socialist institution coexisted, the Petrograd Soviet,   which   exercised   power   through   democratically 

elected councils of workers and peasants, called soviets. 
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The new authorities' rule only exacerbated the country's 

crisis rather than resolving it, and ultimately, the October 

Revolution,   led   by   Bolshevik   leader   Vladimir   Lenin, overthrew   the   Provisional   Government   and   granted   full 

governing   power   to   the   soviets.   The   Bolsheviks 

proclaimed the creation of the Russian Soviet Federative 

Socialist Republic (RSFSR). Under pressure from German military   offensives,   the  Bolsheviks  moved  the   capital   to 

Moscow.   The   RSFSR   began   the   reorganization   of   the 

empire into the world's first communist (one-party) state, 

aiming   to   practice   Soviet   (communist)   socialism (economic)   on   a   national   and   international   scale.   Its 

promise to end Russia's participation in World War I was 

fulfilled when Bolshevik leaders signed the Treaty of Brest-

Litovsk with Germany in March 1918.

 

Following the signing of the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, which 

ended hostilities with the Central Powers of World War I, 

Bolshevik   Russia   surrendered   most   of   its   western territories, which contained 34% of its population, 54% of 

its industries, 32% of its agricultural land, and about 90% 

of its coal mines. 

 

Although the Bolsheviks enjoyed strong support in urban 

areas,   they   had   foreign   and   domestic   enemies   who 

refused   to   recognize   their   government.   Russia   erupted 

into   a   bloody   civil   war,   pitting   the   Reds   (Bolsheviks) against   their   enemies,   which   included   nationalist 

movements,   anti-Bolshevik   socialist   parties,   anarchists, 

monarchists, and liberals. These latter two parties strongly 

supported the Russian White Movement, led primarily by 
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army officers (hence the title White Army) and seen as a 

movement fighting for the restoration of imperial order.

[image: ]

 

Img 1: Russian Civil War.

 

[ 7 ]

Russian Civil War, 1918. A historical simulation by André Geraque Kiffer

[image: ]

 

Img 2: Europe in 1923.

 

Bolshevik   commissar   Leon   Trotsky   began   organizing 

workers' militias loyal to the Bolsheviks into the Red Army. 

While important events were taking place in Moscow and Petrograd (formerly St. Petersburg, then Leningrad, and 
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now St. Petersburg again), all the cities were in turmoil, 

including   the   provinces   with   national   minorities,   and   in 

rural areas, peasants seized and redistributed land.

 

As   the   war   progressed,   the   RSFSR   established   Soviet 

power   in   Armenia,   Azerbaijan,   Belarus,   Georgia,   and 

Ukraine. Cohesion and the intervention of foreign powers during   the   war   led   the   RSFSR   to   begin   unifying   these 

nations   under   a   single   banner   and   creating   the   Soviet 

Union. 

 

Historians consider the end of the revolutionary period to 

be 1922, when the civil war ended with the defeat of the 

White   Army   and   separatist   factions,   leading   to   mass 

emigration   from   Russia.   The   victorious   Bolshevik   Party reconstituted   itself   as   the   All-Union   Communist   Party 

(Bolsheviks) and remained in power for six decades.
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HISTORICAL ANALYSIS

 

The result of a dedicated study of Military History for over 40 years, I will apply (when appropriate) my Principles of 

War, my Operational Systems, and my Fundamentals for 

Leadership, which I consider to include all the strategic 

and   tactical   knowledge   and   resources,   human   and material, necessary for the planning and execution of any 

military operation on land, sea, air, and space. I debuted 

my   Principles   of   War   in   my   book  "Air   Campaign   in 

England, 1940. A historical simulation", published in 2023. I had already presented my Operational Systems to the 

reader   and   have   been   using   them   since   my   series   of 

historical simulations of the Wars of the Modern Era (1453 

to   1774),   published   since   2019.   I   debuted   my Fundamentals   for   Leadership   in   my   book  "German 

submarines   combats   in   the   Second   World   War   II.   A 

historical simulation", published in 2024.

 

For more details on my concepts, I suggest the reader 

consult   my   book  "A   Study   of   Military   History.   In   War", 

published in 2023. These three sets of knowledge will be 

intensively used in my series of historical simulations of wars in the Age of Revolutions (1775 to 1860) and in the 

Industrial Age (1861 to 1913), of the Second World War, 

of   the   Cold   War   (1917   to   1991)   and   of   Contemporary 

Wars (1991 to …).

 

FACTIONS, SYMBOLS, LEADERS and OBJECTIVES
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Img 3: Factions.
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For   the   factions   listed   in   the   spreadsheet   in   Img   3,   I 

present a summary of them, including their flags and/or 

symbols (in sequence from left to right, top to bottom) in Img 4, and their main leaders (same as the flags) in Img 

5. 

[image: ]

 

Img 4: Flags and/or symbols.
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Img 5: Main leaders.
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Estonia (Es)

 

Estonia   won   its   War   of   Independence   against   Soviet Russia and the German volunteers Freikorps and Baltische 

Landeswehr.   Independence   was   guaranteed   with   the 

Peace   Treaty   of   Tartu,   signed   on   February   2,   1920. 

Established   as   a   democracy,   legislative   power   was exercised   by   a   100-seat   parliament,   or   Riigikogu. 

Executive power was exercised by a government headed 

by   a   head   of   state,   separate   from   the   office   of   prime 

minister,   and   both   were   subordinate   to   parliament.   In 1921, Estonia  became  a  full member of  the League  of 

Nations and developed successful economic relations with 

many countries, including the Soviet Union.

 

Political objective: If the nations inhabiting the Baltic Sea 

coasts are unable to create a stronger organization among 

themselves, they will inevitably be doomed to submit to a 

stronger   European   power   in   their   respective   historical period (as stated by Piip in 1934). 

 

Ants Piip (February 28, 1884 to October 1, 1942) was an Estonian lawyer, diplomat, and politician. He was Estonia's first head of state and its fifth prime minister. Piip played a key role in internationalizing Estonia's independence aspirations during the Paris Peace Conference after World War I.

 

Latvia (Lt)

 

World   War   I   devastated   the   territory   of   what   would 

become the state of Latvia and other western parts of the 
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Russian   Empire.   Demands   for   self-determination   were 

initially limited to autonomy, until a power vacuum was 

created by the Russian Revolution in 1917, followed by the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk between Russia and Germany in 

March   1918,   and   then   by   the   Allied   armistice   with 

Germany on November 11, 1918. On November 18, 1918, 

in   Riga,   the   Latvian   People's   Council   proclaimed   the independence of the new country, and Karlis Ulmanis was 

tasked with establishing a government and assuming the 

post of prime minister.

 

Political   objective:   Latvian   nationalism,   with   the   slogan 

"Latvia for the Latvians", which meant that Latvia should 

not be a multinational state with traditional Baltic German 

elites and a Jewish business class.

 

Karlis Augusts Vilhelms Ulmanis (4 September 1877 to 20 September 1942) was a Latvian politician and dictator. He was one of Latvia's most   prominent   politicians   before   World   War   II   and   during   the interwar period of independence, from November 1918 to June 1940.

 

Lithuania (Li)

 

During   World   War   I,   the   German   Empire   annexed 

Lithuanian territories from the Russian Empire. In 1918, the   short-lived   Kingdom   of   Lithuania   was   proclaimed; 

however, on February 16, 1918, the Council of Lithuania 

adopted an Act of Independence, which restored it as a 

democratic republic with its capital in Vilnius and without any political ties that had existed with other nations in the 

past.
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Political objective: A firm and perpetual bond of alliance 

with Germany.

 

Jonas Basanavicius (November 23, 1851 to February 16, 1927) was an   activist   and   supporter   of   the   Lithuanian   National   Revival.   He participated   in   all   the   major   events   leading   to   the   state's independence   and   is   often   given   the   informal   honorific   title   of "Patriarch of the Nation".

 

Ukraine (Uc)

 

Due   to   Soviet   aggression,   on   January   22,   1918,   the 

Central   Rada   (Council)   issued   its   Fourth   Universal 

Resolution,   severing   ties   with   Bolshevik   Russia   and 

proclaiming   a   sovereign   Ukrainian   state.   Less   than   a month later, on February 9, 1918, the Red Army captured 

Kyiv.   Besieged   by   the   Bolsheviks   and   having   lost 

significant territory, the Rada was forced to seek foreign 

aid and signed the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk on February 9, 1918,   to   secure   military   support   from   the   German   and 

Austro-Hungarian empires.

 

Political objective: Independence.

 

Symon Vasyliovych Petliura (May 22, 1879 to May 25, 1926) was a Ukrainian   politician   and   journalist   (for   which   I   highlight   my fundamental   for   leadership,   Updated).   He   was   the   supreme commander   of   the   Ukrainian   People's   Army   (UNA)   and   led   the Ukrainian   People's   Republic   during   the   Ukrainian   War   of Independence, part of the Russian Civil War (A in Img 5).

 

Makhno Movement, Makhnovshchina (Mk)
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The political system established by the Makhnovshchina 

was described as a "people's commune" or an "anarchist 

republic", based on the theories of anarchy-communism and   built   on   a   network   of   trade   unions,   factory 

committees, peasant committees, and popular assemblies. 

The assemblies were used by local citizens as a form of 

referendum, where decisions were made through direct democracy, the basis for civil law.

 

Political   objective:   To   establish   an   anarchist   communist 

government.

 

Nestor Ivanovych Makhno (November 7, 1888 to July 25, 1934) was a Ukrainian   anarchist   revolutionary   and   commander   of   the Revolutionary Insurgent Army (for which I emphasize my fundamental for leadership, Revolutionary) of Ukraine during the Ukrainian War of Independence.   He   founded   the   Makhnovshchina.   This   movement came to exert strong influence over large areas of southern Ukraine, specifically in what is now Zaporizhzhia Oblast (Province) in Ukraine (B in Img 5).

 

Western Ukraine (Uw)

 

The   West   Ukrainian   People's   Republic   (Ukrainian: 

Zakhidnoukrainska   Narodna   Respublika,   ZUNR)   was   a 

short-lived  state  that controlled most of Eastern  Galicia 

from November 1918 to July 1919. The ZUNR emerged as a breakaway state amid the dissolution of Austria-Hungary 

and,   in   January   1919,   nominally   joined   the   Ukrainian 

People's Republic (UPR) as its autonomous Western Oblast 

(Province). Poland had also claimed this territory and, in July, occupied most of it, forcing the Western Ukrainian 
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government into exile. When the UPR decided later that 

year to exchange the territory for an alliance with Poland 

against Soviet Russia, the Western Ukrainian government-in-exile broke with the UPR.

 

Political objective: Independence.

 

Myron Omelianovych Tarnavskyi (August 29, 1869 to June 29, 1938) was   born   into   a   family   of   priests   (for   which   I   highlight   my fundamental   for  leadership,  Committed)  in  Baryliv, a  village  in  the Lvov region. He was a supreme commander of the Ukrainian Galician Army, the army of the West Ukrainian People's Republic (C in Img 5). 

 

Belarus (Br)

 

The Bolsheviks negotiated with the Belarusian Democratic 

Republic about possible recognition, but later decided to 

establish   a   pro-Soviet   government   in   Belarus—the 

Belarusian Soviet Socialist Republic. On March 25, 1918, the All-Belarusian Congress proclaimed the independence 

of   the   Belarusian   People's   Republic   (Bielaruskaja 

Narodnaja   Respublika,   abbreviated   as   BNR).   With   the 

withdrawal of the German army, the BNR government left Minsk in December 1918 for the Republic of Lithuania and 

went into exile in the spring of 1919.

 

Political objective: Independence.

 

Jazep Losik (November 18, 1884 to April 1, 1940) was a Belarusian academic,   a  leading   figure  in   the   independence   movement,   and   a victim of Stalin's purges. Between May 1918 and December 1919, Losik served as president of the Belarusian Democratic Republic and 
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sought international recognition for the new state and the prevention of the division of Belarus. He communicated with representatives of Germany, Poland, and the United States. 

 

Finland (Fv, reds/Fb, whites)

 

After the February Revolution of 1917, Finland's status as a Grand Duchy under the rule of the Russian Empire was 

challenged.   The   Finnish   parliament,   controlled   by   the 

Social Democrats, passed the so-called Power Act to grant 

parliament supreme authority. The proposal was rejected by the Russian Provisional Government, which decided to 

dissolve the parliament. The October Revolution in Russia 

changed the geopolitical situation once again. The Russian 

Socialist Federative Soviet Republic, led by Vladimir Lenin, was the first country to recognize Finland's independence 

on January 4, 1918.

 

Political objective: Independence.

 

Carl Gustaf Emil Mannerheim (June 4, 1867 to January 27, 1951) was a Finnish military commander, aristocrat, and statesman (for which I highlight my fundamental for leadership, Eclectic).  He served as a military leader of the Whites in the Finnish Civil War (1918). After the Bolshevik   coup   of   November   1917   in   Russia,   Finland   declared   its independence on December 6, but soon became embroiled in a civil war between the Whites, who were the troops of the Finnish Senate supported by troops from the German Empire, and the pro-Bolshevik Reds (D in Img 5). 
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