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In "On the Constitutionality of a National Bank," Alexander Hamilton articulates a compelling argument for the creation of a national bank, exploring its implications within the framework of federal power and constitutional authority. Written in a clear and assertive style, Hamilton's discourse not only engages with the intricate nuances of the Constitution but also serves as a foundational text for American economic policy. Contextually situated in the early years of the American republic, this essay reflects the contentious debates of the 1790s regarding federalism and states' rights, capturing the spirit of a nation grappling with its identity and governance. Hamilton, as one of the Founding Fathers and the first Secretary of the Treasury, possessed a unique perspective shaped by his experiences in revolutionary America and his dedication to a strong centralized government. His insights were influenced by Enlightenment thinkers and the urgent economic needs of a nation struggling to stabilize its financial systems. This treatise exemplifies his visionary approach to economics and governance, highlighting the necessity of federal institutions in fostering economic growth. Readers interested in American history, constitutional law, or economic theory will find Hamilton's arguments not only persuasive but also incredibly relevant today. "On the Constitutionality of a National Bank" is essential for understanding the foundations of American financial systems and offers profound insights into the ongoing discourse surrounding the role of government in economic affairs.
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Excellent Women, a seminal work in the canon of 20th-century British literature, artfully intertwines elements of social commentary and character study within its narrative. Set in the post-World War II era, the novel delves into the lives of women navigating a patriarchal society, exploring themes of independence, societal expectation, and personal identity. Written in a sharp, observational style characteristic of its literary context, the book juxtaposes the mundane with the profound, often using wit and irony to critique the status quo. The protagonist, Millicent, embodies the tensions of 'excellent women''Äîthose who excel in their roles yet grapple with their own desires for fulfillment beyond domestic spheres. Authored by Barbara Pym, a notable figure in English literature, Excellent Women reflects her own experiences and observations as a single woman in a male-dominated literary world. Pym'Äôs keen insights were shaped by her extensive academic background, particularly her studies in anthropology, which equipped her with a profound understanding of human relationships. Throughout her life, Pym drew inspiration from her encounters with various social circles, infusing her narrative with authenticity and depth. This novel is highly recommended for those seeking to explore the complexities of gender roles and societal standards in mid-20th century Britain. Pym'Äôs deft characterizations and subtle humor invite readers to reflect on the nuances of everyday life, making Excellent Women a compelling read for scholars and casual readers alike.
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In 'The Man in the Queue,' Josephine Tey introduces readers to a compelling mystery imbued with rich characterization and an exploration of societal norms in early 20th-century England. The narrative unfolds when a man is murdered in a queue outside a theater, thrusting Inspector Alan Grant into a labyrinthine investigation where the public's perceptions and prejudices become critical to solving the crime. Tey's skilled use of dialogue and vivid descriptions paints a lively backdrop, while her innovative plotting invites readers to grapple with themes of justice and morality, establishing this work as a trailblazer in the detective fiction genre. Josephine Tey, a prominent figure in the crime literature sphere, was known for her keen psychological insight and ability to weave historical context into her narratives. Her background as an accomplished playwright undoubtedly contributed to her narrative flair, while her personal experiences with social dynamics would have sharpened her understanding of human behavior. 'The Man in the Queue' showcases her ability to comment on the intricate web of social interactions, revealing the interplay between individual motives and collective assumptions. This novel is recommended for readers who appreciate intricate plots laced with social commentary and character depth. Tey's debut not only engages with suspenseful storytelling but also provides a fascinating lens through which to examine societal constructs of her era. A must-read for mystery aficionados and scholars of literature alike.
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In "A Writer's Diary," Virginia Woolf presents a rich tapestry of her reflections on the writing process, weaving together personal insights and literary musings that illuminate the struggles and joys of the creative endeavor. Written with her characteristic stream-of-consciousness style, this collection showcases Woolf's profound understanding of the artistic psyche and the intricacies of literary craftsmanship. Set against the backdrop of early 20th-century modernism, the diary entries reveal Woolf's engagement with contemporary thought, as she grapples with themes of identity, gender, and the complexities of narrative form. Virginia Woolf, a central figure in modernist literature, was not only an accomplished novelist but also a keen observer of her own creative journey. The diary entries span a period of significant literary evolution, offering readers a glimpse into the mind of a writer who sought to challenge societal norms and elevate the voice of women in literature. Her own struggles with mental health and the constraints of her time shaped her perspectives, providing depth to her reflections on both the art of writing and its implications for personal and societal truth. "A Writer's Diary" is an essential read for anyone interested in the mechanics of writing and the inner workings of a literary genius. Woolf's poignant observations resonate with both aspiring writers and seasoned professionals, making this work a timeless exploration of creativity that encourages readers to ponder their own artistic journeys. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the personal insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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The "BEATRIX POTTER Ultimate Collection" is a comprehensive anthology that presents twenty-two enchanting children's stories, each illustrated with Potter's intricate, original artwork. This collection showcases her whimsical narratives, filled with a blend of anthropomorphic animal characters and pastoral settings, reflecting the early 20th-century British countryside. Potter's literary style combines a simple yet engaging prose, making her tales accessible while also rich in moral lessons and life reflections. The stories, deeply rooted in natural history and ecological awareness, provide both entertainment and education, making them timeless classics in children's literature. Beatrix Potter, an esteemed author and illustrator, was born in 1866 into a well-to-do family in Victorian England. Her upbringing in the Lake District inspired her love for nature, which profoundly influenced her storytelling. A naturalist and an early advocate for conservation, Potter's experiences with animals and her keen observations of their behaviors are beautifully woven into her narratives. Her unique background and artistic inclinations allowed her to craft stories that resonate with both the innocent curiosity of childhood and broader environmental themes. This collection is highly recommended for readers of all ages who wish to immerse themselves in a world of imagination and nature. The exquisite illustrations and delightful tales serve as both a nostalgic reminder of childhood and an invaluable resource for parents seeking to cultivate a love of reading in their children. Potter's stories are not merely entertainments; they are an invitation to experience the beauty of the natural world, making this ultimate collection a must-have addition to any library. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - The Author Biography highlights personal milestones and literary influences that shape the entire body of writing. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
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    Power is a craft to be learned, measured, and deployed with unsentimental precision, and in this ancient manual its techniques are mapped with a clarity that still unsettles and instructs.

The Arthashastra is a Sanskrit treatise on governance and political economy traditionally attributed to Kautilya, also known as Chanakya or Vishnugupta, a strategist linked in historical memory to the Mauryan court of the fourth century BCE. Modern scholarship recognizes that the text bears layers of composition and redaction, reflecting a long evolution of statecraft in ancient India. What emerges is a comprehensive handbook for rulers and officials that treats power not as mystery or inheritance, but as a discipline. It studies how a state can secure prosperity, order, and resilience, while outlining institutions, procedures, and norms that give administration durable form.

Composed as a practical manual, the Arthashastra ranges across the architecture of rule: appointment and oversight of officials, collection of revenue, regulation of markets, administration of justice, internal security, diplomacy, and the conduct of war. It seeks to equip a ruler with methods for safeguarding the realm and the people, emphasizing foresight, information, and institutional design. Structured into distinct books and chapters that classify topics with remarkable precision, it presents procedures rather than parables, preferring articulation to ornament. Without narrating a story, it constructs a world of functions and responsibilities, teaching that statecraft is an applied science grounded in observation, calculation, and accountability.

The text is considered a classic because it unites breadth and rigor in a manner rare for its era. It is an early, systematic attempt to integrate economics, law, administration, and strategy within a single analytical framework. Its endurance owes much to its clarity of categories, its frank appraisal of human incentives, and its methodological seriousness in prescribing rules for public action. In literary history, it stands as a keystone of Sanskrit nitisastra, the literature of policy and prudence, and occupies a central place in the comparative study of political thought. Its lucidity and density reward repeated reading, and its arguments continue to provoke debate.

Part of its classic status rests on its influence across centuries of South Asian political reflection. While composed as a manual for governance, it also shaped scholarly conversations about kingship, administration, and law, and it has been used as a reference point in later discussions of rajadharma and statecraft. Beyond regional bounds, readers have situated it alongside other foundational works of political theory, examining convergences and divergences in ethics, institutional design, and realpolitik. The Arthashastra’s emphasis on policy as a craft informed by evidence has encouraged historians, economists, and political scientists to engage it not as an artifact alone, but as a living interlocutor.

Its modern reception was transformed by the early twentieth-century rediscovery of a significant manuscript in Mysore, which enabled critical editions and translations and brought the work to wider attention. The publication of these editions opened a fresh field of inquiry, allowing comparisons with contemporaneous traditions and reinvigorating debates about the history of administration and economic thought in India. As a result, the Arthashastra moved from fragmentary citation to sustained analysis in global scholarship. That scholarly visibility has, in turn, introduced general readers to its scope and boldness, framing it as a crucial resource for understanding ancient statecraft and the intellectual history of governance.

Kautilya’s purpose, as reflected in the work’s composition, is to describe the means by which a ruler can establish and maintain a stable, prosperous polity. The method is unapologetically pragmatic: define objectives, measure resources, anticipate threats, and design institutions that align incentives with duties. Stylistically, the text alternates between concise, rule-like formulations and extended procedural descriptions, a form that encourages application rather than contemplation alone. It treats policy as a sequence of decisions constrained by information, time, and risk. In doing so, it advances a vision of governance that is managerial and diagnostic, always asking what levers are available, what signals matter, and what outcomes are acceptable.

A striking component is its economic sensibility. The Arthashastra attends to revenue systems, agrarian foundations, trade, weights and measures, public works, and the supervision of crafts, mines, and forests. It offers guidance on preventing fraud, standardizing transactions, and managing resources so that public wealth is both generated and safeguarded. The state is seen as steward and coordinator, responsible for conditions that enable productive activity and social stability. This attention to material processes neither ignores ethics nor romanticizes scarcity; rather, it treats prosperity as the necessary partner of security. The economy, in this vision, is a governed domain requiring rules, oversight, and adaptation to changing circumstances.

Its legal and administrative chapters underscore the centrality of procedure. The text outlines structures for courts, evidence, and penalties calibrated to deter wrongdoing and to maintain public trust. It prescribes ways to monitor officials, address misconduct, and keep records that make authority auditable. Surveillance and secrecy appear not as ends in themselves but as instruments within a wider framework of law and accountability. The insistence on documented processes, graded sanctions, and supervisory hierarchies reflects an administrative imagination in which justice is a function of institutions. By binding power to procedure, the Arthashastra seeks to reduce arbitrariness and align governance with predictable, transparent standards.

In foreign affairs, the Arthashastra examines how states navigate uncertainty through diplomacy, alliances, deterrence, and war. It instructs rulers to gather intelligence, map interests, and judge timing, recognizing that strength derives as much from information and logistics as from arms. Negotiation, treaties, and the careful management of envoys accompany preparations for defense and offense, balancing flexibility with preparedness. Fortifications, routes, supplies, and terrain receive practical scrutiny, as do the morale and cohesion of forces. The result is an integrated view of state security in which strategy is a calculus of means and ends, adjusted continually to circumstance and the ambitions of neighbors.

For contemporary readers, the work remains resonant because it addresses perennial problems: how to design institutions that constrain power yet enable decisive action, how to secure revenue without stifling enterprise, how to balance openness with vigilance. It has informed modern discussions in political science, public administration, economics, and strategic studies, not as a script to be copied but as an analytical toolkit. Its categories invite comparison with present-day policy challenges such as anticorruption, regulatory design, crisis management, and information gathering. By treating governance as craft, it speaks to professionals and citizens alike who seek to understand the mechanics of collective order.

The Arthashastra endures as a classic of political thought and a cornerstone of ancient Indian literature because it marries clarity with comprehensiveness, realism with institutional imagination. It presents a state devoted to prosperity, law, and security, maintained by informed, disciplined action rather than by accident or charisma. Its themes include the economics of rule, the ethics of responsibility, the uses and limits of force, and the power of information. Engaging and exacting, it challenges readers to think in systems and sequences. That is why, across centuries, it remains not only historically important but also intellectually bracing, a work whose questions still demand answers.
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    The Arthashastra, attributed to Kautilya (Chanakya), is a treatise on statecraft, economic management, law, and warfare from ancient India. It opens by defining the aims of governance and the king’s training in discipline, study, and control of the senses. The work presents the science of polity as a practical art of securing and enhancing material prosperity while maintaining order. It establishes procedures for counsel and secrecy, outlines the ruler’s daily regimen, and stresses the primacy of sound administration. The doctrine of punishment as an instrument of social regulation is introduced alongside the need for prudent advisors, codified duties, and coherent institutions.

The second book describes the administrative machinery through a detailed catalog of superintendents responsible for key sectors. It regulates agriculture, irrigation, mines and metallurgy, forests, animal husbandry, trade, weights and measures, shipping, and state monopolies. Procedures govern warehouses, granaries, and armories, as well as urban planning, sanitation, roads, and fortifications. Market supervision covers prices, quality control, and prevention of fraud. Revenue collection is organized alongside provisions for public works and relief. The sections lay out staffing, wages, record keeping, and audits for each department, presenting a centralized, closely supervised bureaucracy oriented to both fiscal strength and the welfare of subjects.

The third book turns to civil law and judicial procedure. It defines jurisdiction, court composition, and the roles of judges, clerks, and assessors. Rules address suits concerning debts, deposits, sale and purchase, partnerships, mortgages, pledges, inheritance, and guardianship. Marriage, divorce, and property rights are specified with attention to contractual consent and customary practice. Pleadings, evidence, documents, and witness testimony are prioritized, with oaths and ordeals appearing as subsidiary means. Time limits, fines, and damages are graded by intent and loss. The text also recognizes guilds and associations, regulating internal bylaws and corporate liability within a structured hierarchy of courts.

Books four and five address criminal law and administrative probity. Offenses such as theft, robbery, assault, defamation, sexual misconduct, sorcery, and arson are cataloged with graduated penalties combining fines, forfeiture, and corporal punishment. The state deploys surveillance and informants to detect crime and deter conspiracies. Attention then shifts to court officials and royal servants: salaries, perquisites, and responsibilities are defined, while embezzlement, collusion, and negligence are sanctioned. Systematic audits, surprise inspections, and integrity tests are prescribed to control corruption and safeguard the treasury. These sections link justice, order, and fiscal prudence, making personal conduct a matter of public administration.

The sixth book presents the theory of the state as seven interdependent elements: the ruler, ministers, territory and population, fortified capital, treasury, army, and allies. Their health determines stability and capacity for action. The seventh book develops foreign policy through the circle of states, where neighbors and their neighbors align by interest. It defines six measures of policy—peace, war, neutrality, preparation, seeking protection, and dual strategy—and advises choosing among them by comparing power, place, time, and objectives. Types of kings and states are analyzed, along with terms of treaties, alliance management, and the use of intermediaries and envoys.

The eighth book analyzes calamities that may afflict each constituent of the state and prescribes remedies. Internal disasters include famine, fire, flood, plague, and administrative breakdown; external pressures range from raids to full invasion. The text recommends grain reserves, tax remissions, resettlement, repair of fortifications, public health measures, and relief for affected groups. It addresses crises involving ministers, the army, or allies, emphasizing diagnosis of causes and restoration of capacity. Deception and diplomacy are employed to buy time, while discipline prevents opportunism. Calamities are treated as tests of governance, requiring tailored responses rather than uniform rules.

Books nine and ten cover the conduct of campaigns. Preparations include recruitment, provisioning, training, marching orders, road building, and encampment design with zones for command, stores, and defense. The text classifies troops—hereditary, hired, allied, and tribal—and recommends mixed forces. Battle formations and signals are listed, with attention to terrain, seasons, and morale. Siegecraft encompasses sapping, assaults, blockades, and countermeasures; defense of forts uses moats, ramparts, engines, and sorties. The use of fire, smoke, and night operations is regulated. Post‑battle, the victor consolidates gains, protects productive assets, appoints officials, and imposes measured taxes to stabilize newly acquired territory.

Books eleven to fourteen describe indirect methods of control and conflict. Policies toward corporations, clans, and frontier communities range from recognition and concessions to coercion. When facing a stronger enemy, the text prescribes creating dissension, engaging in diplomacy, and weakening supply lines. A comprehensive intelligence system employs undercover agents drawn from diverse social roles to gather information, test loyalty, spread misinformation, and foment divisions. Secret measures include sabotage, poison defense and detection, and selective elimination of hostile leaders, constrained by reason of state. These chapters emphasize preparation, concealment, and graded escalation to reshape adversaries’ choices without open battle.

The fifteenth book outlines the plan of the treatise, identifies earlier authorities, and recapitulates the arrangement of topics. It frames the work as a coherent science, integrating training, administration, law, finance, diplomacy, and war into a single method for acquiring, protecting, and developing the realm. Throughout, the Arthashastra asserts that the ruler’s welfare rests on the welfare of subjects, and that prosperity, justice, and security reinforce one another. Its sequence progresses from discipline to departments, law, control of wrongdoing, theory of the state, foreign policy, emergencies, campaigning, covert means, and synthesis, presenting a systematic manual of governance.
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    The Arthashastra is situated in the late fourth and early third centuries BCE, when Magadha, centered on Pataliputra (modern Patna) in the Gangetic plain, emerged as the political core of northern India. The work’s institutional vocabulary—kingship, ministers, departments, forts, and field administration—reflects a large territorial state transitioning from mahajanapada polities to imperial governance. Although the text likely underwent compilation and redaction across centuries, its envisioned polity aligns with Mauryan conditions under Chandragupta (r. c. 322–298 BCE) and his successors. Its geographic horizon spans the Ganga valley, the northwestern marches to Gandhara and Arachosia, peninsular routes to Suvarnagiri, and coastal ports linking inland markets to long-distance trade.

Politically, the period witnessed the consolidation of Magadha after generations of rivalry among the mahajanapadas, with the Nandas (c. mid-fourth century BCE) commanding large revenues, standing armies, and an advanced administrative apparatus. Urban growth accelerated at hubs such as Pataliputra, Taxila, Ujjain, and Mathura, supported by riverine corridors and trunk routes like the Uttarapatha. Punch-marked silver coinage, guild organization, and standardized weights integrated markets. Intellectual life thrived in Sanskrit and Prakrit milieus, engaging Brahmanical jurisprudence and Śramaṇa traditions. The Arthashastra’s statecraft presumes this complex, monetized, and bureaucratic world, offering a prescriptive map of authority over agrarian heartlands, forests, mines, and frontier zones.

The rise of the Nanda dynasty under Mahāpadma Nanda (c. 345–329 BCE) and his successors, including the last ruler often identified as Dhana Nanda, marked Magadha’s apex before the Mauryas. Puranic and Greco-Roman testimonies describe immense treasuries, extensive taxation, and a formidable standing army. Pataliputra’s strategic position at the confluence of the Son and Ganga facilitated administrative centralization and logistical control. The Arthashastra mirrors this environment by emphasizing a treasury-based state, precise tax schedules, and salaried bureaucracies, likely responding to or building upon Nanda precedents. Its insistence on audits, anti-corruption measures, and ministerial vetting critiques excesses associated with Nanda fiscal extraction and courtly factions.

Alexander the Great’s campaigns (327–325 BCE) into the northwest of the subcontinent—crossing the Hindu Kush, defeating Porus at the Hydaspes (Jhelum) in 326 BCE, and reaching the Hyphasis (Beas)—created satrapies and introduced Hellenistic diplomatic and military pressures. After Alexander’s withdrawal, Greek commanders and local rulers competed in the Indus regions. This turbulence exposed the vulnerability of fragmented polities and the strategic value of controlling river crossings, roads, and elephants. The Arthashastra’s mandala theory, frontier management, and emphasis on elephants and fortified lines reflect lessons from this moment, presenting a blueprint for consolidating power amid interstate rivalry and post-invasion realignments.

The overthrow of the Nandas and the founding of the Mauryan Empire by Chandragupta Maurya around 322–321 BCE constitute the pivotal event shaping the Arthashastra’s world. Sources, including Greco-Roman authors and later Indian traditions, depict a coordinated seizure of Pataliputra, followed by rapid consolidation across the Ganga basin and the northwestern satrapies. Chandragupta’s regime established a hierarchical administration of ministers (amatyas), provincial governors, district officers, and village headmen, while building magazines, arsenals, and a network of forts to secure communications. The empire’s logistical backbone rested on agrarian revenue, standardized coinage (pana/karshapana), and regulated markets, reinforcing a salaried army with infantry, cavalry, chariots, and elephants. The early Mauryan court also pursued strategic marriages and treaties, understood the utility of spies and informants, and cultivated ties with guilds to mobilize credit and skills. The Arthashastra, attributed to Kautilya (Chanakya), advisor to Chandragupta in tradition, prescribes precisely such institutions: superintendents over agriculture, commerce, mines, forests, salt, liquor, and prisons; layered intelligence services; codified penalties for malfeasance; and contingency doctrines for siege, alliance, and subversion. While the text’s final form may postdate Chandragupta, its core responds to the challenges of forging a continental-scale state: curbing oligarchic enclaves, integrating frontier regions, and disciplining officials through audits and rewards. In situating sovereignty within the saptanga (seven-limbed) theory—king, ministers, territory, fort, treasury, army, allies—it offers both a diagnosis of Nanda-Magadhan power and a durable Mauryan operating system. In this event, the Arthashastra is not merely descriptive; it functions as a manual for the very practices that made imperial unification feasible.

The Mauryan-Seleucid war and subsequent treaty (c. 305–303 BCE) between Chandragupta and Seleucus I Nicator reshaped the northwest. Chandragupta secured Arachosia (Kandahar), Paropamisadae (Kabul region), and parts of Gandhara, while transferring 500 war elephants that later proved decisive at Ipsus (301 BCE). A marriage alliance and the embassy of Megasthenes to Pataliputra followed. This diplomatic settlement exemplifies combining force with negotiation to settle borders and absorb satrapies. The Arthashastra’s emphasis on sandhi-vigraha (peace and war), marriage alliances, and using gifts and threats within the mandala framework directly reflects the strategic logic embodied in the Seleucid accord.

Mauryan administrative centralization created provinces, often with capitals at Taxila (northwest), Ujjain (west), Tosali (east), and Suvarnagiri (south), overseen by princes (kumāras) or governors and linked to district and village officials. Urban boards, toll stations, and river police monitored movement and trade. The state supervised weights, measures, and guilds, and maintained royal roads for intelligence and logistics. Such a layered apparatus appears in inscriptions and foreign accounts, but its operating details are preserved most fully in the Arthashastra, which itemizes departments (adhyakshas), staff salaries, and audit routines. The text thus codifies practices enabling a multi-province empire to function coherently.

A monetized fiscal economy underpinned imperial power. Land revenue (typically one-sixth of produce), cesses on irrigation, customs at road and river posts, and monopolies on salt, mining, and liquor filled the treasury. Punch-marked silver panas circulated, and standardized weights ensured comparability across regions. Trade routes such as the Uttarapatha and Dakshinapatha connected Pataliputra to Taxila, Ujjain, and ports like Bharukachchha (Barygaza) and Tamralipti, integrating inland and maritime commerce. The Arthashastra specifies tax rates, smuggling penalties, and detailed supervision of commodity flows. By treating the treasury as the state’s lifeblood, it articulates the fiscal philosophy that animated Nanda-Mauryan extraction and redistribution.

Urbanization and the rise of guilds (shreṇis) in the late fourth–third centuries BCE transformed production. Cities such as Pataliputra, Taxila, and Ujjain hosted specialized metallurgists, textile producers, and merchants capable of extending credit and enforcing standards. Guild arbitration in commercial disputes and collective liability for taxes fostered predictability in markets. Archaeology corroborates craft standardization and extensive trade in beads, metals, and textiles. The Arthashastra recognizes guilds as corporate actors, advising registration, oversight of contracts, and calibrated penalties for fraud. By embedding guilds within the legal-fiscal order, the text captures a social movement toward corporatized urban economies supporting imperial logistics.

Mauryan military organization combined scale and specialization. Greco-Roman writers, drawing on Megasthenes, report approximately 600,000 infantry, 30,000 cavalry, 9,000 war elephants, and chariots, sustained by magazines and road networks. Fortified cities guarded river crossings; elephant corps provided shock power; field intelligence assessed enemy logistics. The state maintained a naval arm for riverine policing. The Arthashastra sets out recruitment, pay, discipline, camp layouts, and sieges, alongside doctrines of sixfold foreign policy and stratagems such as feigned retreats and sabotage. Its detailed prescriptions mirror the army’s operational needs during consolidation against satraps, regional janapadas, and resistant frontier communities.

An extensive intelligence and counterintelligence system emerged as a political necessity in an era of rapid expansion and potential elite conspiracy. Categories of secret agents included ascetics, merchants, students, and courtesans, tasked with testing officials, surveilling markets, and probing foreign courts. False rumors, decoys, and loyalty tests protected the throne. Historical traditions of court intrigues in large monarchies, and the permeability of frontiers after Alexander, made such systems credible. The Arthashastra devotes many chapters to these methods, treating espionage as routine administration rather than exceptional practice, thus reflecting and reinforcing a realpolitik culture of permanent vigilance.

Legal codification sought to manage diverse populations within a large empire. Courts for civil (dharmasthiya) matters, police inquiries (kantakasodhana), and commercial disputes operated under written procedures and graded fines. The state regulated slavery and debt-bondage, protected irrigators and cultivators, and set tariffs on transport. Inspections, oaths, and forensic rules constrained perjury and official abuse. While epigraphic evidence is later and partial, the need for predictable adjudication is clear in imperial contexts. The Arthashastra systematizes these practices, integrating them with fiscal audits and policing, and thereby represents both an archive of legal norms and a prescriptive corrective to arbitrariness.

Religious and social currents—Brahmanical scholasticism, Buddhism, Jainism, and Ājīvika asceticism—framed debates on ethics and governance from the sixth to third centuries BCE. Magadha and its environs hosted monasteries and ascetic orders; under Ashoka (r. c. 268–232 BCE) the state later patronized Buddhist institutions and even granted caves to Ājīvikas (e.g., Barabar Hills, c. 261 BCE). Yet the ruling class still required pragmatic governance across plural communities. The Arthashastra acknowledges ritual authority while subordinating it to raison d’état, prescribing religious endowments for legitimacy but prioritizing order and revenue. In doing so, it mirrors a negotiated settlement between moral claims and administrative necessity.

Frontier management and resource extraction constituted an ongoing movement of state-making. Incorporating atavika (forest) peoples, securing mines and timber, and establishing colonies near strategic passes extended control beyond core agrarian zones. The Sudarshana Lake in Saurashtra, credited by later inscription to the Mauryan governor Pushyagupta and improved in Ashoka’s time, illustrates irrigation as state policy. Roads, ferries, and garrisons transformed landscapes. The Arthashastra’s chapters on forests, mines, and colonization detail settlements, clearances, and incentives, balancing coercion with integration. By codifying how to harness frontier resources while policing mobility, the text represents the lived expansion of imperial sovereignty.

Ashoka’s Kalinga war (c. 261 BCE), fought against a prosperous coastal polity in present-day Odisha, reportedly caused over 100,000 deaths and mass deportations according to his rock edicts. The trauma precipitated a reorientation of policy toward dhamma, moral suasion, and welfare measures—edicts mention medical facilities, roadside trees, and humane treatment of subjects. Although postdating Kautilya’s milieu, this watershed highlights the ethical horizon of imperial power born in conquest. The Arthashastra’s stark realism—endorsing deterrence, espionage, and calibrated violence—forms the foil against which Ashoka’s program is legible. The text thus frames the problem that Kalinga renders acute: how to sustain order without destroying legitimacy.

As a social and political critique, the Arthashastra exposes the principal ailments of its age: oligarchic capture of offices, embezzlement, judicial bias, predatory taxation, and the perils of dynastic instability. By mandating audits, rotation of officials, undercover tests of integrity, and transparent salary schedules, it attacks corruption as systemic rather than incidental. Its insistence on predictable tax rates and famine relief criticizes arbitrary exactions that had alienated agrarian producers under earlier regimes. The portrait of a king bound by counsel and procedure rebukes charismatic rule and urges institutional constraints, diagnosing the fragility of states built on personal networks alone.

The text also interrogates social hierarchies insofar as they obstruct state capacity and justice. It regulates slavery and bonded labor, curbs exploitation through wage schedules and penalties, and protects cultivators and merchants from official extortion, thereby critiquing elite rent-seeking. At the same time, it acknowledges varna-based roles and gendered norms, exposing tensions between customary privilege and administrative equity. Its policing of markets, brothels, and taverns recognizes urban poor and marginal groups as subjects of governance, not merely disorder. By prescribing remedies—audits, welfare measures, disaster management, and legal recourse—it converts social fractures into problems of policy, offering a secular ethic of public responsibility.
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    Kautilya, also known as Chanakya and Vishnugupta, is regarded as one of South Asia’s foundational political thinkers. Active around the late fourth to early third century BCE, he is traditionally linked to the rise of the Maurya Empire and is credited with composing the Arthashastra, a major Sanskrit treatise on governance, economy, and statecraft. His name has become shorthand for rigorous realpolitik tempered by concerns for social order and administrative efficiency. While the details of his life remain partly obscured by legend, the intellectual breadth and practical orientation of the Arthashastra have secured Kautilya a lasting place in comparative political theory and the history of economic and legal thought.

The historical Kautilya is known primarily through textual testimony. The Arthashastra names its author as Kautilya and Vishnugupta, and later literary traditions portray him as adviser to Chandragupta Maurya. Many narratives contain hagiographic elements, making it difficult to separate biography from legend, but they consistently depict a learned Brahmin strategist involved in the consolidation of imperial rule in northern India. Classical Sanskrit drama and later chronicles helped shape his persona, emphasizing diplomatic skill and administrative acumen. Modern historians treat these sources with caution, yet broadly accept that a scholar associated with these names influenced early Mauryan statecraft and articulated a systematic vision of governance.

Accounts of Kautilya’s education are not securely documented, and precise institutional affiliations cannot be verified. Tradition associates him with major centers of learning and with the scholastic milieu of ancient India. The Arthashastra itself reveals his intellectual formation: it engages earlier authorities, debates rival viewpoints, and synthesizes strands from dharma, artha, and legal reasoning. The text cites or contests other schools of statecraft, indicating a lively scholarly field in which Kautilya positioned his arguments. This intertextual method—acknowledging predecessors, weighing alternatives, and proposing syntheses—suggests training in the śāstra tradition and a commitment to disciplined inquiry over personal anecdote.

The Arthashastra is a comprehensive manual organized into multiple books covering royal duties, ministerial organization, law, taxation, commerce, agriculture, mines and forests, fortifications, espionage, warfare, and diplomacy. It articulates classic concepts such as the saptanga theory of the state and the mandala model of interstate relations, and it combines maxims with procedural detail. While scholars debate the text’s compositional history and later redactions, its attribution to Kautilya/Vishnugupta is affirmed within the work. Long known in manuscript form, it gained renewed prominence after a manuscript was brought to scholarly attention and translated in the early twentieth century, prompting sustained academic engagement across disciplines.

Traditions credit Kautilya with advising Chandragupta Maurya and shaping strategies that facilitated imperial consolidation, though the exact contours of his official career are imperfectly known. Dramatic retellings, notably in Sanskrit literature, reinforced his reputation as an architect of policy and as a master of diplomacy and intelligence. Over time, the Arthashastra circulated among scholars as a prescriptive treatise on how a ruler should govern, regulate markets, and manage the military. Modern readers often compare him to later figures in political realism, but his work is also distinctly administrative, preoccupied with budgets, bureaucracy, and provincial oversight, and attentive to the routine mechanisms that avert disorder and sustain prosperity.

Kautilya’s political thought is marked by pragmatic statecraft bounded by the ruler’s responsibility for public welfare. He argues that order prevents the “law of the fish,” the strong preying upon the weak, and thus legitimates firm enforcement paired with economic provisioning. The Arthashastra details oversight of trade and guilds, price stabilization, infrastructure, and land revenue, alongside calibrated use of diplomacy, alliances, and coercion. Espionage and intelligence are treated as instruments of security, subject to rules and accountability. Rather than endorsing cruelty, the text favors proportionality and utility, framing ethics in terms of consequences for the realm’s stability, resource abundance, and the well-being of subjects.

Little can be stated with certainty about Kautilya’s later years, and the historical record offers no reliable personal chronology. His intellectual legacy, however, is substantial. The Arthashastra continues to be studied for its analysis of institutions, legal process, and economic policy, and for its typology of interstate conduct. It informs debates in political theory, economic history, and international relations, where scholars assess its realism, administrative rigor, and vision of welfare-oriented rule. Modern translations and commentaries have broadened access, and the work is frequently taught alongside other classics of statecraft. Today Kautilya’s name evokes a durable, sophisticated approach to governance and policy design.
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ANVIKSHAKI[1], the triple Védas (Trayi), Várta (agriculture, cattle-breeding and trade), and Danda-Niti[2] (science of government) are what are called the four sciences.

The school of Manu (Manava) hold that there are only three sciences: the triple Vedas[3], Varta[4] and the science of government, inasmuch as the science of Anvikshaki is nothing but a special branch of the Vedas.

The school of Brihaspati say that there are only two sciences: Varta and the science of government, inasmuch as the Triple Vedas are merely an abridgment (Samvarana, pretext?) for a man experienced in affairs temporal (Lokayatravidah).

The school of Usanas declare that there is only one science, and that the science of government; for, they say, it is in that science that all other sciences have their origin and end.

But Kautilya holds that four and only four are the sciences; wherefore it is from these sciences that all that concerns righteousness and wealth is learnt, therefore they are so called.

Anvikshaki comprises the Philosophy of Sankhya, Yoga, and Lokayata.

Righteous and unrighteous acts (Dharmadharmau) are learnt from the triple Vedas; wealth and non-wealth from Varta; the expedient and the inexpedient (Nayanayau), as well as potency and impotency (Balabale) from the science of government.

When seen in the light of these sciences, the science of Anvikshaki is most beneficial to the world, keeps the mind steady and firm in weal and woe alike, and bestows excellence of foresight, speech and action.

Light to all kinds of knowledge, easy means to accomplish all kinds of acts and receptacle of all kinds of virtues, is the Science of Anvikshaki ever held to be.

[Thus ends Chapter II, "Determination of the place of Anvikshaki" among Sciences in Book I, "Concerning Discipline" of the Arthasástra of Kautilya.]
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Determination of the place of the Triple Vedas.

THE three Vedas, Sama, Rik and Yajus, constitute the triple Vedas. These together with Atharvaveda and the Itihasaveda are (known as) the Vedas.

Siksha (Phonetics), Kalpa (ceremonial injunctions), Vyakarana (grammar), Nirukta (glossarial explanation of obscure Vedic terms), Chandas (Prosody), and Astronomy form the Angas.

As the triple Vedas definitely determine the respective duties of the four castes and of the four orders of religious life, they are the most useful.

The duty of the Brahman is study, teaching, performance of sacrifice, officiating in others' sacrificial performance and the giving and receiving of gifts.

That of a Kshatriya[6] is study, performance of sacrifice, giving gifts, military occupation, and protection of life.

That of a Vaisya is study, performance of sacrifice, giving gifts, agriculture, cattle breeding, and trade.

That of a Sudra is the serving of twice-born (dvijati), agriculture, cattle-breeding, and trade (varta), the profession of artizans and court-bards (karukusilavakarma).

The duty of a householder is earning livelihood by his own profession, marriage among his equals of different ancestral Rishis, intercourse with his wedded wife after her monthly ablution, gifts to gods, ancestors, guests, and servants, and the eating of the remainder.

That of a student (Brahmacharin) is learning the Vedas, fire-worship, ablution, living by begging, and devotion to his teacher even at the cost of his own life, or in the absence of his teacher, to the teacher's son, or to an elder classmate.

That of a Vanaprastha (forest-recluse) is observance of chastity, sleeping on the bare ground, keeping twisted locks, wearing deer-skin, fire-worship, ablution, worship of gods, ancestors, and guests, and living upon food stuffs procurable in forests.

That of an ascetic retired from the world (Parivrajaka) is complete control of the organs of sense, abstaining from all kinds of work, disowning money, keeping from society, begging in many places, dwelling in forests, and purity both internal and external.

Harmlessness, truthfulness, purity, freedom from spite, abstinence from cruelty, and forgiveness are duties common to all.

The observance of one's own duty leads one to Svarga[5] and infinite bliss (Anantya). When it is violated, the world will come to an end owing to confusion of castes and duties.

Hence the king shall never allow people to swerve from their duties;[2q] for whoever upholds his own duty, ever adhering to the customs of the Aryas, and following the rules of caste and divisions of religious life, will surely. be happy both here and hereafter. For the world, when maintained in accordance with injunctions of the triple Vedas, will surely progress, but never perish.

[Thus ends Chapter III, "Determination of the place of the Triple Vedas" among Sciences in Book I, "Concerning Discipline" of the Arthasástra of Kautilya.]
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Varta and Dandaniti.

AGRICULTURE, cattle-breeding and trade constitute Varta. It is most useful in that it brings in grains, cattle, gold, forest produce (kupya), and free labour (vishti). It is by means of the treasury and the army obtained solely through Varta that the king can hold under his control both his and his enemy's party.

That sceptre on which the well-being and progress of the sciences of Anvikshaki, the triple Vedas, and Varta depend is known as Danda (punishment). That which treats of Danda is the law of punishment or science of government (dandaniti).

It is a means to make acquisitions, to keep them secure, to improve them, and to distribute among the deserved the profits of. improvement. It is on this science of government that the course of the progress of the world depends.

"Hence," says my teacher, "whoever is desirous of the progress of the world shall ever hold the sceptre raised (udyatadanda). Never can there be a better instrument than the sceptre to bring people under control."

"No," says Kautilya; for whoever imposes severe punishment becomes repulsive to the people; while he who awards mild punishment becomes contemptible. But whoever imposes punishment as deserved becomes respectable. For punishment (danda) when awarded with due consideration, makes the people devoted to righteousness and to works productive of wealth and enjoyment; while punishment, when ill-awarded under the influence of greed and anger or owing to ignorance, excites fury even among hermits and ascetics dwelling in forests, not to speak of householders.

But when the law of punishment is kept in abeyance, it gives rise to such disorder as is implied in the proverb of fishes (matsyanyayamudbhavayati); for in the absence of a magistrate (dandadharabhave[7]), the strong will swallow the weak; but under his protection, the weak resist the strong.

This people (loka) consisting of four castes and four orders of religious life, when governed by the king with his sceptre, will keep to their respective paths, ever devotedly adhering to their respective duties and occupations.

[Thus ends Chapter IV, "Determination of the Place of Varta and of Dandaniti" among Sciences in Book I, "Concerning Discipline" of the Arthasástra of Kautilya. "The End of Sciences" is completed.]
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HENCE the (first) three sciences (out of the four) are dependent for their well-being on the science of government. Danda, punishment, which alone can procure safety and security of life is, in its turn, dependent on discipline (vinaya).

Discipline is of two kinds: artificial and natural; for instruction (kriya) can render only a docile being conformable to the rules of discipline, and not an undocile being (adravyam). The study of sciences can tame only those who are possessed of such mental faculties as obedience, hearing, grasping, retentive memory, discrimination, inference, and deliberation, but not others devoid of such faculties.

Sciences shall be studied and their precepts strictly observed under the authority of specialist teachers.

Having undergone the ceremony of tonsure, the student shall learn the alphabet (lipi) and arithmetic. After investiture with sacred thread, he shall study the triple Vedas, the science of Anvikshaki under teachers of acknowledged authority (sishta), the science of Vatra under government superintendents, and the science of Dandaniti under theoretical and practical politicians (vaktriprayoktribhyah).

He (the prince) shall observe celibacy till he becomes sixteen years old. Then he shall observe the ceremony of tonsure (godana) and marry.

In view of maintaining efficient discipline, he shall ever and invariably keep company with aged professors of sciences in whom alone discipline has its firm root.

He shall spend the forenoon in receiving lessons in military arts concerning elephants, horses, chariots, and weapons, and the afternoon in hearing the Itihasa.

Purana, Itivritta (history), Akhyayika (tales), Udaharana (illustrative stories), Dharmasastra, and Arthasastra are (known by the name) Itihasa.

During the rest of the day and night, he shall not only receive new lessons and revise old lessons, but also hear over and again what has not been clearly understood.

For from hearing (sutra) ensues knowledge; from knowledge steady application (yoga) is possible; and from application self-possession (atmavatta) is possible. This is what is meant by efficiency of learning (vidhyasamarthyam).

The king who is well educated and disciplined in sciences, devoted to good Government of his subjects, and bent on doing good to all people will enjoy the earth unopposed.

[Thus ends Chapter V, "Association with the Aged" in Book I, "Concerning Discipline" of the Arthasástra of Kautilya.]
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The Shaking off of the Aggregate of the Six Enemies.

RESTRAINT of the organs of sense, on which success in study and discipline depends can be enforced by abandoning lust, anger, greed, vanity (mána), haughtiness (mada), and overjoy (harsha).

Absence of discrepancy (avipratipatti) in the perception of sound, touch, colour, flavour, and scent by means of the ear, the skin, the eyes, the tongue, and the nose, is what is meant by the restraint of the organs of sense. Strict observance of the precepts of sciences also means the same; for the sole aim of all the sciences is nothing but restraint of the organs of sense.

Whosoever is of reverse character, whoever has not his organs of sense under his control, will soon perish, though possessed of the whole earth bounded by the four quarters.

For example: Bhoja, known also by the name, Dándakya, making a lascivious attempt on a Bráhman maiden, perished along with his kingdom and relations;

So also Karála, the Vaideha. Likewise Janamejaya under the influence of anger against Bráhmans, as well as Tálajangha against the family of Bhrigus.

Aila in his attempt under the influence of greed to make exactions from Bráhmans, as well as Ajabindu, the Sauvíra (in a similar attempt);

Rávana unwilling under the influence of vanity to restore a stranger's wife, as well as Duryodhana to part with a portion of his kingdom; Dambhodbhava as well as Arjuna of Haihaya dynasty being so haughty as to despise all people;

Vátápi in his attempt under the influence of overjoy to attack Agastya, as well as the corporation of the Vrishnis in their attempt against Dvaipáyana.

Thus these and other several kings, falling a prey to the aggregate of the six enemies and having failed to restrain their organs of sense, perished together with their kingdom and relations. Having driven out the aggregate of the six enemies, as well as Ambarísha of Jámadagnya famous for his restraint of the organs of sense Nábhága long enjoyed the earth.

[Thus ends Chapter VI, "The Shaking off of the Aggregate of the Six Enemies" in the section of the "Restraint Of the Organs of Sense" in Book I, "Concerning Discipline" of the Arthasástra of Kautilya.]
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The Life of a Saintly King.

HENCE by overthrowing the aggregate of the six enemies, he shall restrain the organs of sense; acquire wisdom by keeping company with the aged; see through his spies; establish safety and security by being ever active; maintain his subjects in the observance of their respective duties by exercising authority; keep up his personal discipline by receiving lessons in the sciences; and endear himself to the people by bringing them in contact with wealth and doing good to them.

Thus with his organs of sense under his control, he shall keep away from hurting the women and property of others; avoid not only lustfulness, even in dream, but also falsehood, haughtiness, and evil proclivities; and keep away from unrighteous and uneconomical transactions.

Not violating righteousness and economy, he shall enjoy his desires. He shall never be devoid of happiness. He may enjoy in an equal degree the three pursuits of life, charity, wealth, and desire, which are inter-dependent upon each other. Any one of these three, when enjoyed to an excess, hurts not only the other two, but also itself.

Kautilya holds that wealth and wealth alone is important, inasmuch as charity and desire depend upon wealth for their realisation.

Those teachers and ministers who keep him from falling a prey to dangers, and who, by striking the hours of the day as determined by measuring shadows (chháyánálikápratodena) warn him of his careless proceedings even in secret shall invariably be respected.

Sovereignty (rájatva) is possible only with assistance. A single wheel can never move. Hence he shall employ ministers and hear their opinion.

[Thus ends Chapter VII, “The Life of a Saintly King” in the section of the “Restraint of the Organs of Sense,” in Book I, “Concerning Discipline” of the Arthasástra of Kautilya; “Restraint of the Organs of Sense" is completed.]



CHAPTER VIII.  CREATION OF MINISTERS.
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"THE King," says Bháradvája, "shall employ his classmates as his ministers; for they can be trusted by him inasmuch as he has personal knowledge of their honesty and capacity."

“No,” says Visáláksha, "for, as they have been his playmates as well, they would despise him. But he shall employ as ministers those whose secrets, possessed of in common, are well known to him. Possessed of habits and defects in common. with the king, they would never hurt him lest he would betray their secrets."

“Common is this fear,” says Parásara, “for under the fear of betrayal of his own secrets, the king may also follow them in their good and bad acts.

"Under the control of as many persons as are made aware by the king of his own secrets, might he place himself in all humility by that disclosure. Hence he shall employ as ministers those who have proved faithful to him under difficulties fatal to life and are of tried devotion."

"No,” says Pisuna, “for this is devotion, but not intelligence (buddhigunah). He shall appoint as ministers those who, when employed as financial matters, show as much as, or more than, the fixed revenue, and are thus of tried ability.”

"No," says Kaunapadanta, "for such persons are devoid of other ministerial qualifications; he shall, therefore, employ as ministers those whose fathers and grandfathers had been ministers before; such persons, in virtue of their knowledge of past events and of an established relationship with the king, will, though offended, never desert him; for such faithfulness is seen even among dumb animals; cows, for example, stand aside from strange cows and ever keep company with accustomed herds."

"No," says Vátavyádhi, "for such persons, having acquired complete dominion over the king, begin to play themselves as the king. Hence he shall employ as ministers such new persons as are proficient in the science of polity. It is such new persons who will regard the king as the real sceptre-bearer (dandadhara) and dare not offend him."

"No," says the son of Báhudantí (a woman); "for a man possessed of only theoretical knowledge and having no experience of practical politics is likely to commit serious blunders when engaged in actual works. Hence he shall employ as ministers such as are born of high family and possessed of wisdom, purity of purpose, bravery and loyal feelings inasmuch as ministerial appointments shall purely depend on qualifications."

"This," says Kautilya, "is satisfactory in all respects; for a man's ability is inferred from his capacity shown in work. And in accordance in difference in the working capacity,

Having divided the spheres of their powers and having definitely taken into consideration the place and time where and when they have to work, such persons shall be employed not as councillors (mantrinah) but as ministerial officers (amátyah).

[Thus ends Chapter VIII, “Creation of Ministers” in Book I, “Concerning Discipline” of the Arthasástra of Kautilya.]
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NATIVE, born of high family, influential, well trained in arts, possessed of foresight, wise, of strong memory, bold, eloquent, skillful, intelligent, possessed of enthusiasm, dignity, and endurance, pure in character, affable, firm in loyal devotion, endowed with excellent conduct, strength, health and bravery, free from procrastination and ficklemindedness, affectionate, and free from such qualities as excite hatred and enmity--these are the qualifications of a ministerial officer (amátyasampat).

Such as are possessed of one-half or one-quarter of the above qualifications come under middle and low ranks.

Of these qualifications, native birth and influential position shall be ascertained from reliable persons; educational qualifications (silpa) from professors of equal learning; theoretical and practical knowledge, foresight, retentive memory, and affability shall be tested from successful, application in works; eloquence, skillfulness and flashing intelligence from power shown in narrating stories (katháyogeshu, i.e., in conversation); endurance, enthusiasm, and bravery in troubles; purity of life, friendly disposition, and loyal devotion by frequent association; conduct, strength, health, dignity, and freedom from indolence and ficklemindedness shall be ascertained from their intimate friends; and affectionate and philanthrophic nature by personal experience.

The works of a king may be visible, invisible (paroksha) and inferential.

That which he sees is visible; and that which he is taught by another is invisible; and inference of the nature of what is not accomplished from what is accomplished is inferential..

As works do not happen to be simultaneous, are various in form, and pertain to distant and different localities, the king shall, in view of being abreast of time and place, depute his ministers to carry them out. Such is the work of ministers.

Him whose family and character are highly spoken of, who is well educated in the Vedás and the six Angas, is skillful in reading portents providential or accidental, is well versed in the science of government, and who is obedient and who can prevent calamities providential or human by performing such expiatory rites as are prescribed in the Atharvaveda, the king shall employ as high priest. As a student his teacher, a son his father, and a servant his master, the king shall follow him.

That Kshatriya breed which is brought up by Bráhmans, is charmed with the counsels of good councillors, and which faithfully follows the precepts of the sástras becomes invincible and attains success though unaided with weapons.

[Thus ends Chapter IX, “Creation of Councillors and Priests” in Book I “Concerning Discipline” of the Arthasástra of Kautilya.]



CHAPTER X. ASCERTAINING BY TEMPTATIONS PURITY OR IMPURITY IN THE CHARACTER OF MINISTERS.
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ASSISTED by his prime minister (mantri) and his high priest, the king shall, by offering temptations, examine the character of ministers (amátya) appointed in government departments of ordinary nature.

The king shall dismiss a priest who, when ordered, refuses to teach the Vedás to an outcaste person or to officiate in a sacrificial performance (apparently) undertaken by an outcaste person (ayájya).

Then the dismissed priest shall, through the medium of spies under the guise of class-mates (satri), instigate each minister one after another, saying on oath "this king is unrighteous; well let us set up in his place another king who is righteous, or who is born of the same family as of this king, or who is kept imprisoned, or a neighbouring king of his family and of self-sufficiency (ekapragraha), or a wild chief (atavika), or an upstart (aupapádika); this attempt is to the liking of all of us; what dost thou think?"

If any one or all of the ministers refuse to acquiesce in such a measure, he or they shall be considered pure. This is what is called religious allurement.

A commander of the army, dismissed from service for receiving condemnable things (asatpragraha) may, through the agency of spies under the guise of class-mates (satri), incite each minister to murder the king in view of acquiring immense wealth, each minister being asked "this attempt is to the liking of all of us; what dost thou think?"

If they refuse to agree, they are to be considered pure. This is what is termed monetary allurement.

A woman-spy under the guise of an ascetic and highly esteemed in the harem of the king may allure each prime minister (mahámátra) one after another, saying "the queen is enamoured of thee and has made arrangements for thy entrance into her chamber; besides this, there is also the certainty of large acquisitions of wealth."

If they discard the proposal, they are pure. This is what is styled love-allurement.

With the intention of sailing on a commercial vessel (prahavananimittam), a minister may induce all other ministers to follow him. Apprehensive of danger, the king may arrest them all. A spy under the guise of a fraudulent disciple, pretending to have suffered imprisonment may incite each of the ministers thus deprived of wealth and rank, saying, "the king has betaken himself to an unwise course; well, having murdered him, let us put another in his stead. We all like this; what dost thou think?"

If they refuse to agree, they are pure. This is what is termed allurement under fear.

Of these tried ministers, those whose character has been tested under religious allurements shall be employed in civil and criminal courts (dharmasthaníyakantaka sodhaneshu); those whose purity has been tested under monetary allurements shall be employed in the work of a revenue collector and chamberlain; those who have been tried under love-allurements shall be appointed to superintend the pleasure-grounds (vihára) both external and internal; those who have been tested by allurements under fear shall be appointed to immediate service; and those whose character has been tested under all kinds of allurements shall be employed as prime ministers (mantrinah), while those who are proved impure under one or all of these allurements shall be appointed in mines, timber and elephant forests, and manufactories.

Teachers have decided that in accordance with ascertained purity, the king shall employ in corresponding works those ministers whose character has been tested under the three pursuits of life, religion, wealth and love, and under fear.

Never, in the view of Kautilya, shall the king make himself or his queen an object (laksham, butt) of testing the character of his councillors, nor shall he vitiate the pure like water with poison.

Sometimes the prescribed medicine may fail to reach the person of moral disease; the mind of the valiant, though naturally kept steadfast, may not, when once vitiated and repelled under the four kinds of allurements, return to and recover its original form.

Hence having set up an external object as the butt for all the four kinds of allurements, the king shall, through the agency of spies (satri), find out the pure or impure character of his ministers (amátya).

[Thus ends Chapter X, “Ascertaining by Temptations Purity or Impurity in the Character of Ministers,” in Book I, “Concerning Discipline” of the Arthasástra of Kautilya.]
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ASSISTED by the council of his ministers tried under espionage, the king shall proceed to create spies: --Spies under the guise of a fraudulent disciple (kápatika-chhátra), a recluse (udásthita), a householder (grihapaitika), a merchant (vaidehaka), an ascetic practising austerities (tápasa), a class-mate or a colleague (satri), a fire-brand (tíkshna), a poisoner (rasada), and a mendicant woman (bhikshuki).

A skillful person capable of guessing the mind of others is a fraudulent disciple. Having encouraged such a spy with honour and money rewards, the minister shall tell him, "sworn to the king and myself, thou shalt inform us of whatever wickedness thou findest in others."

One who is initiated in asceticism and is possessed of foresight and pure character is a recluse. This spy, provided with much money and many disciples, shall carry on agriculture, cattle-rearing, and trade (vártakarma) on the lands allotted to him for the purpose. Out of the produce and profits thus acquired, he shall provide all ascetics with subsistence, clothing and lodging, and send on espionage such among those under his protection as are desirous to earn a livelihood (vrittikáma), ordering each of them to detect a particular kind of crime committed in connection with the king's wealth and to report of it when they come to receive their subsistence and wages. All the ascetics (under the recluse) shall severally send their followers on similar errands.

A cultivator, fallen from his profession, but possessed of foresight and pure character is termed a householder spy. This spy shall carry on the cultivation of lands allotted to him for the purpose, and maintain cultivators, etc.--as before.

A trader, fallen from his profession, but possessed of foresight and pure character, is a merchant spy. This spy shall carry on the manufacture of merchandise on lands allotted to him for the purpose, etc.,--as before.

A man with shaved head (munda) or braided hair (jatila) and desirous to earn livelihood is a spy under the guise of an ascetic practising austerities. Such a spy surrounded by a host of disciples with shaved head or braided hair may take his abode in the suburbs of a city, and pretend as a person barely living on a handful of vegetables or meadow grass (yavasamushti) taken once in the interval of a month or two, but he may take in secret his favourite food-stuffs (gúdhamishtamáháram).

Merchant spies pretending to be his disciples may worship him as one possessed of preternatural powers. His other disciples may widely proclaim that "this ascetic is an accomplished expert of preternatural powers."

Regarding those persons who, desirous of knowing their future, throng to him, he may, through palmistry, foretell such future events as he can ascertain by the nods and signs of his disciples (angavidyayá sishyasanjnábhischa) concerning the works of high-born people of the country,-- viz., small profits, destruction by fire, fear from robbers, the execution of the seditious, rewards for the good, forecast of foreign affairs (videsa pravrittivijnánam), saying, “this will happen to-day, that to-morrow, and that this king will do.” Such assertions of the ascetic his disciples shall corroborate (by adducing facts and figures).

He shall also foretell not only the rewards which persons possessed of foresight, eloquence, and bravery are likely to receive at the hands of the king, but also probable changes in the appointments of ministers.

The king's minister shall direct his affairs in conformity to the forecast made by the ascetic. He shall appease with offer of wealth and honour those who have had some well known cause to be disaffected, and impose punishments in secret on those who are for no reason disaffected or who are plotting against the king.

Honoured by the king with awards of money and titles, these five institutes of espionage (samstháh) shall ascertain the purity of character of the king's servants.

[Thus ends Chapter XI, "The Institution of Spies" in Book I, “Concerning Discipline” of the Arthasástra of Kautilya.]



CHAPTER XII. INSTITUTION OF SPIES.
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