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Preface


This book consists of four essays that were first published in the quarterly New View magazine (https://www.newview.org.uk/) during 2022. The first of the four, ‘2022—War in Ukraine’ is a ‘stand-alone’ essay, while the other three form a sequence titled (in this book): ‘The Antagonism between Russia and the West’ (in the magazine the title was ‘The Anglo-Russian Antagonism’).


The main theme of the four essays is that the conflict in Ukraine is ultimately not one between Russia and Ukraine but between Russia and the West (led by the Anglophone Powers, the US and UK) and that this conflict did not really begin in February 2022, nor in 2014 with the events of the Maidan in Kyiv and Russia’s annexation of Crimea, but rather, it goes back to Napoleonic times when the British ruling elite began to imagine that Russia would be its main threat that would replace France. The fear of the British elite that India—the basis of British world power— might be taken from Britain by Russia, developed into the so-called ‘Great Game’ of the nineteenth century between Russia and Britain for control of Central Asia.


As the nineteenth century passed over to the twentieth, a new factor was added to the original British fear: as Russia gradually began to modernize and industrialize, the new fear was that Russia might combine its tremendous potential of human and material resources with the energies of a smaller, well-disciplined and well-organized state such as France, Japan, and above all Germany, and that this combination might produce the means to take on and defeat the British Royal Navy and thereby end Anglophone domination of the world. British geopolitical thinking in the late Victorian (1887-1901) and Edwardian (1901-1910) eras theorized this scenario and devised ways of addressing it.


To these exoteric motivations of power politics was added an esoteric dimension in the decades before the First World War. This was grounded in a long-term view of history going back to Greco-Roman times; it saw power in the European and Mediterranean regions passing over 2500 years from the south (Greece and Rome) to the north and west (France, Holland, Germany, Britain and its American offshoot) and then possibly to the east (Russia and the Slavic world). The ruling groups of the Anglo-American West were determined that this last phase should not occur and that instead, Europe, and indeed the whole world, would continue to be dominated by the ideas and values of the Anglo-American West.


For this to happen, the Slavic world and Russia, with its huge potential resources in the vast lands beyond the Ural mountains, would have to be brought under the control of the West. Above all, Eastern and Central Europe— notably the peoples of Russia and Germany—would have to be kept in a hostile relationship with each other. This aim was achieved by the West to a large extent in two ‘hot’ world wars—from 1914-1945, and one ‘cold’ world war, from 1946-1991. But it was not fully achieved. Just as Germany was not totally subjugated to the will of the West at the end of the First World in 1919 (The Treaty of Versailles)—and another great war was needed to complete the task—Russia was not totally subjugated in 1991, with the end of the USSR. Another great struggle would be needed, in the view of the masters of the West, to subjugate Russia and bring it to heel, as had been done with Germany, and they began planning for this new struggle almost immediately. Although the Warsaw Pact was dissolved, its Western counterpart, NATO, was not; on the contrary, it was steadily strengthened by the addition of new member states through fostering fear of Russia, and NATO forces were gradually advanced towards Russia’s borders. Two key elements in Western planning were the role of China to the east of Russia—in the 1980s Western leaders had already begun to bring China into their global economic order as the new ‘workshop of the world’—and Ukraine, to the west of Russia. Ukraine was brought to the point where it could begin to function as the West’s battering ram against Russia, a role it began to play from 2014, when it became clear that the goal was to bring Ukraine into NATO and thus NATO missiles within minutes of Moscow and St Petersburg.


But Russia’s leadership took careful note of all these developments. A relationship was created with China to forestall Western use of China against Russia, and today, both economically and militarily, the two countries are close allies. The West’s attempt in 2014, following the Western-sponsored coup détat in the Maidan ‘Revolution’ in Kyiv, to gain control of Crimea and its crucial naval base of Sevastopol, was foiled by Russia. The West responded by, in effect, ‘declaring’ a second Cold War against Russia that year, and began preparing Ukraine to act as its mercenary state in a hot proxy war against Russia, a war that would be backed economically by Western governments and businesses and militarily by NATO. These preparations went on for eight years as the Western-backed Kyiv regime waged war against people it regarded as its own citizens in the Russian-speaking Donbass region of eastern Ukraine, while the West pretended to look away, ostensibly distracted in those years by other issues. The situation worsened to such a point—with the West under the leadership of President Biden of the USA showing no readiness whatsoever to take cognizance of Russian interests and concerns—that in February 2022 the Russian leadership felt it had no choice but to act pre-emptively against the West’s battering ram before that battering ram could be used more effectively, and the current Ukraine conflict began.


The first of the four essays, ‘2022—War in Ukraine’, as a ‘stand-alone’ essay, gives an overview of the whole situation, including both the exoteric and esoteric aspects. The second essay, ‘The Antagonism between Russia and the West—Part 1’, which is the first of the three-part sequence, focuses on the strategy of the Western elites since the late nineteenth century and how they sought to realize their aims. The third essay, ‘The Antagonism between Russia and the West—Part 2, The Nineteenth Century “Great Game”’, concentrates on the nineteenth-century origins of the antagonism, while the fourth and concluding essay, ‘The Antagonism between Russia and the West—Part 3, The Intended Demolition and “Remaking” of Russia’ discusses the long-term goals of the Western elites with particular emphasis on the esoteric aspects of their goals and their intention to break up Russia and return it to the dimensions of Muscovy in the sixteenth century. Russia can then be brought within the Western transatlanticist orbit; the Eastern European, Slavic phase of European history can be blocked, and the domination of Anglophone, Western culture, with its strong materialist bias, can be extended indefinitely. The essay closes with an appeal to the peoples of the West to practise what Rudolf Steiner called ‘ethnic self-knowledge’ so as to become more aware of subliminal forces working within their cultures from the past that predispose them to go along with the intentions of their ruling elites. If freedom from those oppressive intentions is to be achieved by the peoples of the world, it is vital that such intentions be understood.


Finally, I would like to express my sincere thanks to those who have made this book possible: Tom Raines, editor, and Rosemary Usselman at New View magazine for their help and unstinting support over the years, to my friends and colleagues Markus Osterrieder and Richard Ramsbotham, from whom and with whom I have learned and shared so much, and to Sevak Gulbekian, chief editor at Temple Lodge, who kindly made possible both my first book Mapping the Millennium (1998) and now this, my third.


Terry Boardman, January 2023






1.
2022—War in Ukraine


2022, which happened to be the Year of the Tiger in the traditional Chinese calendar, the month of March (in the Western calendar) was dominated by the movements of the planet after which the month is named—Mars. When Vladimir Putin sent his troops into Ukraine on 24 February, Mars (lower aspect: aggression; higher aspect: courage and daring) was conjoined with Venus, and the two fast-moving planets were approaching conjunction with the very slow-moving Pluto (lower aspect: annihilation; higher aspects: spiritual intuition and resurrection) in the (tropical) sign of Capricorn (the sign of government and authority, amongst other things). By 27 February, Mars and Venus had conjoined with Pluto, and the Ukrainian Air Force had already largely been destroyed. On that same day, Mercury was conjunct Saturn, and the Sun was conjunct Jupiter and Neptune: a significant group of positions for eight planets! By 6 March, Mars and Venus, still together, had moved out of Capricorn into Aquarius and away from Pluto; by 9 March, the Mars-Pluto conjunction effect was definitely over. In the following days, Russian military momentum began to slow. But by mid-March, Venus had pulled away from Mars (both still in Aquarius), while Mars began to approach a stressful square relationship (90°) to Uranus (lower aspect: dramatic, even revolutionary shock; higher aspect: spiritual illumination) in Taurus.


This stressful square became exact on 22 March; around this time President Biden began claiming—without offering evidence—that Russia might soon start using chemical weapons, which would mean a major escalation. On 26 March, at the end of a speech in Poland, President Biden blurted out ‘For God’s sake, this man [Putin] must not remain in power’, which many took to mean an intention to force regime change in Russia; the US authorities quickly moved to assure the world that Biden had not meant that.


At the time of writing, Mars and Venus have reached conjunction with Saturn (in Aquarius), the limiting, disciplining energies of which might be expected to restrain Mars’ aggression, and negotiations in Istanbul between representatives of the combatants appeared to yield some hope for an agreement. Western media have been much given to (over-optimistic?) reporting that the Russian campaign has stalled due to the Russians’ own errors and unexpectedly stiff and brave Ukrainian resistance, and certainly, the Russian armed forces lack recent experience; they have not fought a war on this scale since 1945.1


In the first week of April, the Mars-Saturn conjunction will be exact, and then by the middle of April, Mars will have moved away from Saturn and into the sign of Pisces, a ‘watery’ sign in which Mars is not normally ‘comfortable’. The end of the Mars-Uranus square by late March, the Mars-Saturn conjunction in early April, and the Mars entry into Pisces (mid-April) may be indications that the fighting will stop and peace may be achieved.


However, those who do not want peace may well be aware of those heavenly energies and may strive to oppose them, perhaps by sensationalist fake news stories, in order to keep the war going as long as possible in their own interests. (This happened: the fake ‘Russian massacre in Bucha’ stories were concocted in the first week of April.) The longer the war goes on, the worse the economic consequences will be, not just for Russia and Ukraine but for all of us—given the scale of the West’s sanctions against Russia, Russian countermeasures, and the importance of Russian and Ukrainian raw materials, including food and fertilizer, in the world economy (Russia will very likely insist on payment for Russian energy in roubles or gold), and there may be a spread of military actions beyond Ukraine and even the danger of a nuclear strike by Russia or NATO.


To judge by the coverage of the Ukraine war in the Western mainstream media and by the statements of Western politicians, who have responded to this conflict with the same kneejerk, uniform, collective reaction that they showed during the COVID crisis, one might think Vladimir Putin woke up one morning sometime between December 2021 and February 2022 and thought to himself, out of the blue: ‘I’ll launch an invasion of Ukraine, because the Ukrainian state doesn’t and shouldn’t really exist and is actually part of Russia and I want to reconstruct the USSR. Oh, and also, Ukraine is full of Nazis who have been mistreating the Russians in the Donbass region.’


All of this, say the mainstream media, is sheer fantasy on Putin’s part, and a sign that: ‘Putin has lost his mind; he is an unstable autocrat who is a serious danger to the “rules-based international order” like Milosevic, Saddam Hussein, Gaddafi, Assad and of course…Hitler. Putin, like them, must therefore be ousted, preferably by his own people, whose lives we shall now make miserable by our sanctions against Russia, so that they will overthrow him, which we cannot do ourselves, because we are afraid that might cause a nuclear war. In the meantime, we shall go on increasing NATO forces on Russia’s other borders to which we have steadily advanced since 1991 and we shall continue to send lethal weapons to Ukraine so that they can fight for their country (and for us) until the last Ukrainian, or Putin, is dead.’


If this sounds cynical, let us recall how many millions of young men the aging politicians of Europe were prepared to send to their deaths in the horrors of the First World War, the Korean War and the Vietnam War, or let us recall the words of America’s first female Secretary of State, Madeleine Albright, who as US Ambassador to the UN (!), declared on the prestigious US TV show 60 Minutes in 1996 that the deaths of 500,000 Iraqi children due to US sanctions on Iraq was ‘a price worth paying’.


Countless people in the West have swallowed this mainstream media version of Putin and the war in Ukraine just as they swallowed the government and mainstream media line on COVID-19 for the past three years. Or else, if they are anti-Establishment and deride the mainstream media, they are influenced by social media and alternative websites to believe that: ‘Putin, Zelensky, Biden, Xi Jinping and Klaus Schwab are all in it together, as they were with COVID-19’ and that this Ukraine war is, like COVID-19, just another step on the path to Schwab’s nightmarish ‘Great Reset’—the remaking of society worldwide into a totalitarian technocracy ruled over by billionaire globalist elites.


But neither of these two views does justice to the current situation. This war did not just begin this year (2022), nor is it even really a war between Russia and Ukraine, however much it may seem so. It is but the latest phase in a struggle that began 200 years ago when, in the years after the defeat of Napoleon at Waterloo in 1815, the British elite first really began to identify Russia as their main enemy that could take India—and thus their world power and much of their wealth—away from them.2


The deeper roots go back much further even than that— back beyond British involvement in the assassination of Czar Paul I in 1801…beyond British advisers at the court of Peter the Great a century earlier…beyond James I’s planned expedition to land troops in the frozen wastes of northern Russia in 1613 at a time when both England was beginning to expand across the world’s oceans and Russia was expanding across the solid ‘ocean’ of Siberia, eventually to confront each other in Central Asia and North America over 200 years later…back beyond Ivan the Terrible’s rude letter requesting the hand of Queen Elizabeth I in marriage in 1570…back beyond the Anglo-Saxon exiles who settled in the Crimea after the defeat at Hastings in 1066…back to the distant ninth century, when pagan Danish Vikings began the effort (which ended in 1066) to conquer and settle in England, and other pagan Vikings from Sweden accepted the invitation to become the rulers of the pagan Slavs who lived in northern Russia. It was from pagan Scandinavia that the rulers of the English (Vikings and Normans) and of the Russians (Ruotsi—old Finnish for ‘rowers’) both came rowing in their longships. Once established, they both ruled over peoples of a different, though not vastly different, stock from themselves: Anglo-Saxons and Celts, and Slavic tribes.


Ukraine 2022 and 1914-18: bullies and underdogs


Today, all eyes are currently on ‘brave Ukraine’, as in 1914 they were on what the Western mainstream media called ‘plucky little Serbia’ and ‘gallant little Belgium’, who were cast as fighting for their lives like David against the imperial Goliaths of Austria-Hungary and Germany respectively, or in September 1939 when ‘brave Poland’ was invaded by the military machines first of Hitlerian Germany and then the Soviet Union 17 days later. The British like to side with the ‘underdog’ and against the ‘bully’. But the fighting in Ukraine, which actually began in 2014, is but a symptom of a much larger, world-spanning conflict that has already lasted, and may well yet last, for centuries. Who is actually the underdog, and who the bully? Do they even exist?


As with so much else in the past century, we can relate the pain of Russia and Ukraine today to the events of that crucible of cruelty, the First World War—when Ukraine as an independent state almost emerged but was soon suppressed by the Bolshevik International Socialists, who also suppressed the Russians themselves—for 70 years. When the fighting in the First World War began, on 28 July 1914, the real antagonists—Britain, France and Russia—did not enter the fray for several days, and when they did, it was apparently on the same side!


How did the fighting in the First World War actually begin? With Austro-Hungarian shelling of Belgrade on 28 July 1914, following Austria-Hungary’s declaration of war against Serbia on 23 July. There had been a month of tension between the rather ramshackle Central European empire and the small, pugnacious and prickly Balkan state after the assassination of the Austrian heir to the throne and his wife on 28 June by a Bosnian Serb nationalist student who was part of a group that had plotted and trained for the deed in Belgrade. The Austro-Hungarians regarded Serbia as a terrorist state that had committed a number of murders and attacks on Austro-Hungarian officials over the years which had increased in the period before 1914, as well the brutal murders of the king of Serbia and his wife in 1903. And indeed, until days before the assassination itself, the murder gang had been aided with weapons and training by the proto-masonic secret society Unification or Death (aka the Black Hand) which was headed by Col. Dragutin Dmitrijevic ’, the commander of Serbian military intelligence; he had been involved in the killing of the Serbian royal couple in 1903.


The Austro-Hungarians also suspected that behind Serbian nationalist aggression against the empire was Russian, British and French encouragement and support, including weapons supplies. The guns used for the assassination of the Austrian Crown Prince were later sourced to Belgium, a country very much under the British wing, and the Serbian officer who had taken them to Serbia had Freemasonic connections with Belgian lodges.
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