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I would like to thank my wonderful students, Megan Lynn, Heather Dunham, and Elizabeth Pagan, because every time I give one of them a lesson, I learn something new about horses and riding!
—Lesley Ward
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You can feel proud of yourself and your favorite horse when you win a ribbon.





INTRODUCTION


If you love horses and spend a lot of time in the saddle, there’s one thing for sure—one day you’re going to want to compete in a show. Not only is showing tons of fun but it’s also a great way to let everyone see how well you have trained your favorite horse or pony. It also feels wonderful to come home with a lot of ribbons!


Shows are exciting because there’s so much going on: riders tacking up their horses; people popping over practice fences; braided ponies cantering by judges; and colorful ribbons hanging on trailers. Just being a spectator can be fun. But if you’re like most pony-mad kids, you’ll want to be part of the action.


But before you toss your horse in the trailer and head for the show ground, it’s important that you and your four-legged friend are 100 percent ready to compete. You’ll want your showing experience to be fun—not frustrating—and this book will help you become a showing success.


Read on to find out when you’ll be ready to go to a show. Learn about the different show classes and decide which ones are suitable for you and your horse. Feel what it’s like to be in a show, and get the lowdown on all of the stuff you have to do before you even enter the ring. You’ll also get the inside scoop on what judges are looking for when they watch a class and how you can impress a judge when you’re in the ring.


So, what are you waiting for? Give your tack a good cleaning, groom your horse from head to hoof, and polish your boots until they shine. It’s show time and you’re ready to roll!
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Being a spectator at a show is a great way to learn about competing.





CHAPTER ONE


STARTING OUT


The secret to successful showing is being totally prepared. You won’t win any ribbons if your horse is badly behaved or if you don’t know what you are supposed to do in your class. So, before you head off to compete at your first show, take a few minutes to read what you need to do and ask yourself some questions.
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Offer to be a friend’s groom for the day. She’ll appreciate the help.


BE A SPECTATOR


Watch a few shows. Take a picnic and a pony pal and make a fun day out of it. Go to the show office and get a schedule so you know what’s going on. Watch any classes you think you and your horse might enter in the future. Make a mental note of what the competitors are wearing and what sort of tack the horses are sporting. Are the horses wearing mild snaffle bits? Are they wearing martingales to keep their heads down?


Study the riders in the ring. Try to figure out which rider will win the first place blue ribbon. You can learn a lot from watching other competitors.


Walk around the trailer area and watch people getting their horses ready. Walk over to the warm-up arena and watch people popping over practice fences. Imagine how your horse would act at the show. Listen to the trainers as they help their students. Some of their instructions might relate to you and your horse.


You could also volunteer to help at a show to get the inside scoop about how things work. This would involve opening and closing gates, taking entries, or helping the judge—anything to make yourself useful. You might get a free lunch for helping, and you’ll learn a lot too.


If you’ve got a friend who is already showing, offer to be her groom for the day. Being a groom is tons of fun, and your friend might help you when you go to your first show.


ARE YOU READY TO SHOW?


You should have some riding experience before you go to a show. If you’ve been riding for only six months, it’s not a good idea to enter a jumping class. If you’re a new rider, you might consider entering a class or two at a schooling show held for fun at your stable, but don’t pack your horse into a trailer and head off to a big show. You’re probably not ready yet, but you will be soon!


Before you go to a show, you must be able to walk, trot, and canter a horse safely around other horses. You also must be able to handle a horse if he misbehaves. You can’t get scared if he’s naughty. You should also know how to groom and tack up your horse without any help.
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You must know how to walk, trot, and canter safely before entering a show.


NO HORSE? NO PROBLEM!


Even if you don’t have a horse, you can still compete in shows. If you take lessons, your riding school may let you borrow or “rent” a horse for a show, especially if the show is taking place at the school. You’ll be able to groom your horse and braid him if you want. It will be like competing on a horse of your own. Ask your instructor how much it costs to borrow a horse. If a lesson horse is really popular, you’ll have to book him a few weeks in advance because everyone else will want to ride him in the show too!
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You may be able to borrow a horse from your riding school.


IS YOUR HORSE READY?


Don’t even think about going to a show unless your horse will do the following when you’re at the barn:


• lead quietly


• tie up to a trailer and not pull back and break his lead rope and halter


• walk, trot, and canter calmly


• work near other horses without kicking or acting grumpy


• stop when you ask him


• stand quietly
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Jodhpurs and garters are suitable for younger riders.


WHAT WILL YOU WEAR?


Don’t rush out to the tack shop and spend all your money on brand-new show clothes. Check the bulletin board at your barn first because older kids might be selling their outgrown clothes. Also check tack stores for used clothes on consignment. Here is what you should wear:
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Your showing helmet must have a fixed chinstrap.


Helmet: Wear an approved safety helmet with a fixed chinstrap. Most people show in a velvet hunt cap, but if you have a schooling helmet or a jockey skull-cap, you can put a black velvet cover on it.


Shirt: Girls wear a ratcatcher. This is a special shirt that comes with a detachable collar. Most girls button the collar to the shirt and many fasten a pretty stock pin on the front. A monogram with your initials on the collar looks great too. Ratcatchers come in different colors and in solids and stripes. Choose one that matches your jacket. Boys wear a shirt and a tie.


Show jacket: Navy blue jackets are always popular, but some competitors wear green, gray, or black. The jacket can be pinstriped or plain. Try to get one that fits you properly.
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