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Based on true events of the 2023 Women’s World Cup and factual names correct at the time of writing.


			


For those Lionesses who can’t roar!


			
	
1

On the Pod

Saturday 27th May,

It’s the beginning of half-term. I woke up early this morning excited about the last day of the Women’s Super League – who will win? Manchester United? Chelsea? Manchester City? 

I had cereal for breakfast and put on my England kit – the one with the shiny three lions.

Football results – Villa beat Arsenal 2-0. Manchester United 1, Liverpool 0. Chelsea beat Reading 3-0. Manchester City beat Everton  3-2 – all goals in second half and City were 20 minutes away from a clean sheet! Chelsea won the league by two points: Manchester United 56, Arsenal 47, ahead by goal difference to Manchester City. 

School has been good. Mr Foster, our headteacher, said ‘yes’ to our idea about having a school podcast for the final term. We can get everyone fired up for the World Cup! We plan to record it on Wednesdays. Mr Foster says there’s an important guest visiting school soon! 

My brother is still the same. Beth, Lottie and I are still best friends.

Love Grace x 

Thursday 1st June,

Half term has been quiet. I spent most of my time at the park with Lottie and Beth. We visited Lottie’s grandma and Sue Lopez.

I’ve done well to avoid my brother!



Grace x

The SATs were over. The summer half-term break finished. There were not many weeks left of primary school for Grace, Beth, Lottie and friends. In Year 6 there were lots of primary school lasts – Christmas play, sports day and finally being allowed to walk home from school on their own. Year 7 will hold lots of new things – new uniform, new friends, new school and the bus! There were still six-and-a-half weeks (if you take away the last two days – they are INSET days) left of primary school to enjoy. 

This season had also been a brilliant season for Oaktree Fields FC. The men and women’s first teams continued to be inspirational and winning their leagues and the wheelchair, blind and walking football teams were doing well, with more players and teams joining the leagues. 

The under 11 girls had their best season yet. Finishing top of the Marlbury Choc Under 11s League – beating Lode Hill FC by 2 goals to 0. Oaktree were able to clinch the league by goal difference. There was one last football training session to go until the break for the summer.

Thursday 15th June,

It’s been a while since I last wrote in my diary. Me, Beth and Lottie have been visiting Sue Lopez and Lottie’s grandma. We have been practicing football loads. We have been trying to do what we could to win the league and we did! Chelsea won the Women’s FA Cup. 

I suppose you are wondering what I’m going to be doing over the two or three months without any football to play? Well, it’s the Women’s World Cup in Australia and New Zealand. We have one last training session on Saturday at the Fun Day then no Oaks until September! 

What about the key, you ask? It’s been with me all the time: under my pillow at night or in my school bag when I’m at school. Sometimes  I pop it in the pocket of my shorts or in my training bottoms. It shimmers now and again. The fern sparkles black and white, and the kangaroo part shimmers green and gold.

The Prince William Park is still the same. We still play there when we have nothing else to do! We still get drinks from the hut! And the owner still thinks we will become Lionesses one day! We will try our best, but I think we already are part of the Lioness union!

Saturday 17th June,

LAST TRAINING SESSION!

A bit of a celebration session. Sam called us over and started the session saying how proud everyone at Oaktree was of our team. YES! We, Oaktree Fields FC U11s, won the league! We had an extra celebration because Sam said that the coaching team will remain as they are when we become under 12s. There was cheering and clapping. The parents and carers went away, either to the café or to their cars, whilst we played. Oak trees are still standing tall around the football pitches and it’s still a long walk to the car!

We began the session with a game. We were split into groups of five and we had to run to collect the bean bag from a bucket then bunny hop back, dropping the bean bag in the hula hoops. As we started to run out of bean bags some of the teams took bags from other teams’ piles from their hula hoops. I almost let Beth take one of our bean bags but luckily Sam blew the whistle for time up. Sam noticed Beth cheating and told her to put the beanbag back! My team won with the most bean bags. 

Next we played a short game which lasted five minutes each half. The first half I played forward, Beth in midfield and Lottie continued in goal where she has been all season. News  has arrived to the team that Lottie has been awarded our players’ and manager’s player of the season. She has been brilliant – her skills in goal have been amazing she has saved penalties and had the most clean sheets. Out of all the goalkeepers in the league, Lottie kept us in games which we could’ve quite easily lost. Lottie still wears those replica Rachel Brown-Finnis gloves from the stadium tour and she never takes them off – they are our lucky charm. Beth has had a good season but she is still scoring in both nets! (Well, two OGs this season! Not as many as last season!)

At half-time, Sam swapped some subs and we went again for the second half. The second half I played attacking midfield. 

After five mins we finished with a warm down game. We had to keep the ball moving – we could pass it with feet, catch it if it was in the air. As long as the ball was moving between players and didn’t leave the circle of six of us. Challenging but good fun. 

Parents and carers came back to pick us all up. Sam blew the whistle and for the last time this season we all said our goodbyes and off we all went. Lottie came back with us. I was DJ with the help of Lottie and we put on football chants and songs all the way home.

Tuesday 4th July,

SPORTS DAY – my favourite day!

I woke up and got dressed into my Marlbury Primary PE kit. This will be my last sports day in primary school and Mum got a little teary when we were eating breakfast. She says it’s because both her children are growing up  and we will both be in secondary school in September. 

Benjamin is slowly growing up – he’s stopping the silly faces and the silly way he says things to me. Beth and I think he is trying to practice being nice to get a girlfriend – it must be so exciting being in Year 8!

“I’ve got a joke for you, Benjamin,” I said over breakfast. “What did the sea say to the pebble?” 

I stared at Benjamin and Benjamin looked at me giving me the ‘hurry up and tell me the punchline’ look. 

“Are you shingle?” I began to laugh at my own joke.

Benjamin just looked at me, rolling his eyes and uncharacteristically asked, “Is it time to go to school yet?” 

Benjamin got off his chair and began to get his things for school. I grabbed my bag and water bottle and opened the front door. I walked outside and stood beside the car door, ready for Mum to unlock the car.

At school, we had a podcast practice, ready for next week!

Saturday 8th July,

Went into town with Mum. Bought a World Cup wallchart and stuck it up on my bedroom wall. By the afternoon it had already fallen four times! 

NEED HAMMER AND NAILS!

I also got the World Cup sticker album, but the pile of swaps is getting bigger!

Wednesday 12th July,

School podcast – special visitor!

The day has come – Mr Foster has sent a letter to our parents and carers about a special visitor today and that this special visitor will  be interviewed by us the Marlbury Primary podcast presenters!

Mr Foster has told us to think of questions to ask a sports person and to be ready to change the questions when we know who it is during assembly, which will finish at 9:30. So here are the questions we will ask:


	1. When did you know you wanted to play sport?

	2. Who is your inspiration in sport? Away from sport?

	3. What advice would you give to us wanting to play sport professionally?

	4. If you weren’t playing sport, what job would you be doing?


We sat at the back of the school hall and as Year 6 we had the privilege to sit on benches. As soon as we finished singing our school song we sat down and Mr Foster introduced the special guest. 

“I know some of you play for Oaktree Fields Football Club,” Mr Foster began and there was a ring of cheers from different areas from the school hall. Of course, Beth, Lottie and I made the most noise! Mr Foster continued. “Well, we have our special guest… Sam from Oaktree Fields FC!”

Beth and I looked at each other with a little disappointment in our eyes. We know Sam and think Sam is a brilliant coach but was all this build-up just to interview Sam?

Sam walked through the doors into the school hall and then stopped. “Good morning, everyone, I am here to be interviewed on Marlbury Primary pod but I’ve also brought in a friend…” Sam said.

Beth and I looked at each other. Then I looked at Lottie. Lottie shrugged her shoulders. Then we all looked at the hall doors. We saw the coffee cup first… then in walked the special guest. Someone tall, hair in a long ponytail, wearing sporty trousers and a top. She was wearing some pretty smart trainers!

It was JILL SCOTT! 

WOW!

Our headteacher had done us proud to get JILL SCOTT into school and we will be interviewing her on our podcast! So exciting! Beth, Lottie and I stood up, clapping Jill into the hall, also towards our football coach and also to thank our headteacher for arranging this amazing moment. We will never forget this!

Jill spent a few minutes talking about her career and her early days as a footballer and Sam talked about coaching the team. 

The whole school gave Jill (and Sam) a clap and then row by row everyone left the hall apart from Beth, Lottie and me. We then met Jill by shaking her hand and then we were instructed to take Jill and Sam to our recording studio.

“You will be great on our pod, I know you are used to doing them,” I said, smiling at Jill. “But can you give us a few minutes just to look at  our questions for you?” I asked. I had to be professional.

Whilst we were looking at the questions again, Sam and Jill talked about Oaktree Fields FC, from why it was called Oaktree Fields FC, to how we got on last season. Jill promised that she would visit once she gets back from Australia.

Lottie pressed record and Beth got ready to ask the first question. We took it in turns to ask the questions. The recording started!

Our Questions to Sam:


	1. How long have you liked football?

	2. When did you decide you wanted to coach?

	3. When did you decide you wanted to coach us at Oaktree?

	4. Who inspired you to play and coach and who continues to inspire you in the football world?

	5. What are your hobbies outside of football?


I asked the final question. We also wanted to let listeners know there are places at Oaktree Fields FC next season and to see the website for details. 

Our questions to Jill:


	1. When did you know you wanted you to become a football player?

	2. Who inspired you as a child and who inspires you now?

	3. Who was your favourite player you played with and your favourite player you played against?

	4. Everyone has asked you about the jungle, but what was it REALLY like?

	5. We play for Oaktree Fields, and you are our inspiration – what advice would you give us?


Jill said, “Make sure you write a diary of everything you do because then you could write a book and it could be worth lots of money.” 

So that is why I, Grace Tucker, write a  diary!

Wednesday 19th July,

Last day of primary school. Bit a of a sad day today. The recording of the podcast goes out on the school airwaves and we had to say goodbye to all the teachers. We had a special assembly where all our parents and carers attended and we were given a book voucher and a school bookmark. Every school year,  we had the performance from the local  theatre group and Disco Dom came for another disco. This time it was Mr Foster who became the ballerina and we still laughed and complimented his dancing!

Beth’s mum picked me, Beth and Lottie up from school, which I’m glad about. I’m not sad about leaving primary school but my mum is and she would be crying all the way home.  At the back of the car, we organised getting together to play football. I would go round Lottie’s flat to pick her up and then we would walk and meet Beth around the corner and then go into the park.
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