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            Magnificent Mabel and the Very Important Witch
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         2I’ll tell you what is nearly as good as Christmas. Halloween, that’s what.

         At Halloween you get to carve a pumpkin and you can buy face paint that looks like blood.
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         3At Halloween, you don’t even have to say please when you want sweets. You just knock on people’s doors and say “Trick or Treat” in a loud voice because on Halloween it’s good to be loud. (Except you still have to say thank you when people give you sweets, otherwise you might have to go home early.)

         All year long, I count down 4the days to Halloween.

         Like for instance I love planning what I am going to wear.

         I love getting my orange Trick or Treat pot ready.

         I love practising my face paint when Mum isn’t keeping an eye on her make-up bag. 5
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         6Last week on Monday I was so happy because it was finally Halloween.

         At school everyone in my class was talking about it and SOME people were quite boasty.

         Sophie Simpson told me that her dad had bought her a witch outfit in a shop and it cost A LOT of money because it came with a real broomstick that could FLY. 7
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         Edward Silitoe said he had the best skeleton costume ever because his mum had painted skeleton bones on a black leotard and leggings and all the bones were in the right place because his mum is a doctor.
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         8Elsa Kavinsky said she had twenty-four pumpkins outside her house.
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         9But even though everyone was being quite boasty I didn’t mind because I remembered that Mum and Dad were taking me and my sister Meg Trick or Treating later and we were going to a street where all the houses are covered in cobwebs. Also, I was dressing up as a werewolf and I couldn’t help remembering that werewolves eat skeletons. 10
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         I told everybody about my werewolf costume. I described the black pointy paws and the furry brown coat and the scratchy brown bear head and I didn’t mention that everything was from our dressing-up box because Sophie Simpson is used to 11things that you buy from shops with real money.

         “Wow, Mabel,” said Sophie Simpson. “How much did it cost?” And I said, “A lot” and stared out of the window.

         I was SO happy.

         But when it was home time something stopped me feeling happy and that something was Mum. 12

         After school she had a fidgety smile on her face. She put her arm round me and Meg and then she told us some tragic news.
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         13She said that Dad was held up at work and she had just had a phone call from Great-Aunt Bridget’s care home. She said that Great-Aunt Bridget had fallen out of her bed in the night and broken her arm and she also said that Great-Aunt Bridget was lonely and needed cheering up.

         Mum gave us a big hug.

         “I’m really sorry, girls,” she 14said. “But we need to go and visit Great-Aunt Bridget this evening instead of going Trick or Treating.”

         Meg chewed her lip and said “Oh” because she is a kind and understanding person, but I said, “We’re not missing Halloween.” And then, to show Mum I meant business, I said, “That is a fact.”

         (I am not kind OR 15understanding, especially when Trick or Treating is involved.)

         But Mum did not change her mind. She smiled, all pretend-cheerful.

         “I’m really sorry, Mabel,” she said. “But some things are more important than Trick or Treating and one of those things is cheering up Great-Aunt Bridget when she is all alone with a 16broken arm.”

         I glared at that mother of mine.
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         17I said, “Great-Aunt Bridget is not important to ME.”

         I said, “Great-Aunt Bridget is not even one of my top ten favourite people.”

         Mum sighed. “Mabel,” she said. “That is not very kind.”

         “I know it is not kind,” I said, “but it is the whole truth.”

         Then I stomped upstairs and accidentally knocked over a 18chair (because accidents sometimes happen to me when Halloween is cancelled).

         In my bedroom, I got into my werewolf costume and lay down on my bed.

         I thought of Elsa Kavinsky’s pumpkins.

         I thought of Edward Silitoe’s skeleton costume.

         I thought of Sophie Simpson’s 19flying broomstick.

         I thought, those children are so lucky to have such kind parents.

         I thought, why is my mother so cruel?

         A bit later, that mother of mine came into my room and told me it was time to get in the car to cheer up Great-Aunt Bridget. 20

         In the car I looked out of the window. The streets were full of children in costumes. Some children had orange Trick or Treat pots just like mine.
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         21When we got to the care home the corridors smelled of shepherd’s pie and everyone spoke to us in baby voices.

         That is why I don’t like care homes. 22

         Great-Aunt Bridget was sitting in a wheelchair in her room and her arm was in a sling.

         “Oooh,” said Great-Aunt Bridget, patting me on the shoulder. “What a wonderful werewolf.”
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         23“I am not wonderful,” I said, all glaring. “I am cross.”

         Great-Aunt Bridget looked a bit confused so I explained my point of view.

         “Werewolves are not happy if they have to miss Trick or Treating,” I said. “Werewolves like Halloween even more than Christmas.”

         Great-Aunt Bridget’s mouth 24went ever so slightly twitchy.

         “Ah,” she said. “Yes, I suppose they do.”

         Meg gave Great-Aunt Bridget some chocolates and Mum asked if there was anything we could do to help her.

         
            [image: ]

         

         25Great-Aunt Bridget didn’t say anything for a little while because she was a bit too busy coughing but then she smiled at me and Meg.

         I did not smile back.

         I thought, Great-Aunt Bridget looks EXACTLY like a witch.

         “What I would like to do,” said Great-Aunt Bridget, “is celebrate Halloween!” 26

         I looked at Great-Aunt Bridget to check she wasn’t winking because when grown-ups wink they are just pretending.

         I said, “You don’t have a costume. Elsa Kavinsky has a broomstick that flies on its own.”

         Great-Aunt Bridget looked at Mum and then she beckoned to me and Meg. 27

         “Real witches don’t need costumes,” she whispered in our ears. “Real witches wear whatever they like.” And then she started laughing and I had to slightly grip on to Mum’s hand because Great-Aunt Bridget’s laugh was VERY, VERY witchy.
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         28“The problem is,” said Great-Aunt Bridget, pointing to a large china bowl on the top of her telly, “I can’t hold my Trick or Treat bowl because of my broken arm. I need an experienced Trick or Treater to hold it for me.”

         I looked at the bowl.

         I remembered that when it comes to Trick or Treating werewolves are VERY 29experienced.
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