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Introduction



Quilters have been cutting up larger pieces of fabric and cleverly stitching them back together to create all sorts of patterns for centuries. And it seems like each generation of quilters latches onto a style that’s a little bit unique to the times. Not surprisingly in the age of technology, the pixelated bitmap approach (which I call “picture patchwork”) is one that 21st century quilters have welcomed enthusiastically. By cutting and strategically joining hundreds of little squares of fabrics together, quilters can create charming images. My first design using this picture patchwork technique was such a rewarding and therapeutic process that I started looking for more inspiration. I quickly realized that cross-stitch graphs are also made with row after row of uniform squares. Luckily, many cross-stitch graphs are available for free download, and the artists are usually excited to see their designs interpreted in new ways!


In this book, I walk you through my picture patchwork process. I start with fabrics, the most important part of quilting, explaining a bit about how to choose fabrics, caring for your fabrics, and making color choices. Then, I explore some of the tools and materials that can make this journey much more enjoyable before explaining how to develop designs from cross-stitch graphs. Once you understand these basics, I describe the step-by-step picture patchwork process (including some helpful tips and tricks) and provide a brief guide for finishing your projects. Finally, the book includes 15 delightful projects, grouped into three sections based on difficulty. Start small with beginner quilts made from simple squares and build your skills up through advanced designs as you work on creating larger and more detailed images, mixing fabric piece sizes, and adding pre-pieced quilt blocks into your projects.


Each project includes written instructions and charts, so once you’ve organized your fabrics on your design board or wall to match the graph, “developing” your picture is just a matter of consistent sewing, careful pressing, and joining your rows together.


Whether you’re looking to make a themed bed quilt, would like to add a unique wall hanging to your foyer, or want to create fun pieces to liven up your seasonal decorations, this book will take you there. Let’s get started!


Jo Ann
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Skyline Evergreen here combines the picture patchwork process with traditional Nine Patch blocks.











LESSON ONE:



Fabrics


I was raised in a home full of fabric and sewing was an everyday activity. My uncle owned a fabric importing business from the 1960s through the mid ’70s. He was highly successful, and it was from him that I first learned a lot of what I know about fabric. My grandmother, mother, and aunt also all sewed to some extent, but none of them ever made a quilt. In their world, fabric was mainly for clothing and small home decor items. When I found quilting, it felt like I rediscovered fabric. Your fabric choices can make or break your finished piece.


Use high-quality fabrics. I cannot stress enough the value of using good-quality fabric for your quilts. I almost always quilt with 100 percent cotton fabrics and the only exception is the occasional silk, pulled from a stash I have left over from my former business. Quilting is a passion for most of us and we want the best results. Using the best materials will yield these results.
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High-quality 100 percent cotton fabrics are the best choice for picture patchwork (and quilting in general). This type of fabric is available in the variety of textures, colors, and shades needed to create a cohesive image.








Think carefully about how your quilt will be used. Will the quilt be used every day and washed often? Are you making it for a child? Is it going to hang on a wall or be entered for competition? Quilts made for everyday use or for children will need to be made with more durable fabrics that should hold up to regular machine washing. Decorative and competition quilts require a bit more attention to detail. Crisp fabrics that can help create sharp points and details can make the process go smoothly.
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These fabrics with darker, more saturated colors pop in your projects when you want to make a bold statement or find a strong contrast against a lighter background.
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The fabrics for the No Strings Attached project share gold elements but represent a variety of shades and textures.








Consider color and value. For picture patchwork, the backgrounds need to contrast against the main image (dark on light or light on dark). The remaining design requires varying patterns and degrees of color intensity depending on what you are depicting. This color shading adds depth and perspective. The No Strings Attached project here, for example, calls for a different fabric for every piece of the guitar. The fabrics coordinate and are within a similar color scheme, but the intensity and shade differences create definition between the parts. The light background contrasts against the dark main image, and the whole thing is pulled together with touches of gold and some pops of brilliant red.
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These fabrics all work well together because they share color and design elements. The patterns are also subtle enough that they could all work as neutrals or background fabrics, depending on the needs of the main image you’re trying to create.
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The finished No Strings Attached creates a recognizable and striking picture of a guitar by making sure each element has a distinct pattern.








Think about mixing prints and scale. Scale makes many contributions to a design. A large-scale print might not seem like the perfect choice for picture patchwork, but when you cut these larger designs up into smaller pieces, it often creates something quite different. Polka dots, stripes, and checks are often fantastic for creating contrasting textures and shades within an image and stripes are especially nice for creating borders and distinct bindings.
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I often gravitate toward strong floral prints in my pieces. Florals remind me of my childhood (my family had a florist’s shop), and they are an easy way to create different shades in your pictures.








Don’t forget about precuts. I usually prefer to cut my picture patchwork pieces from yardage, but precut squares and rolls are a convenient option if you don’t want to do quite so much cutting.


Even having these suggestions as a guide, I have to admit that there are still times when my fabric planning is a bit more “fly by the seat of my pants.” I go to my stash, cut some pieces from three or four fabrics I think will work, and puzzle the whole thing out on my design wall. Picking fabrics might seem a bit intimidating at first, but if you’re working from a cross-stitch graph, it will likely include color suggestions. You just need to select quality fabrics that match the different shades on the graph.
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