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  ‘Sometimes a wild god comes to the table


  […] And brings the dead to life.’
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  Characters




  OSKAR LYNGSTAD, he/him, forty-four, a tour guide from Oslo, Norway




  HAZEL CURTIS, she/her, twenty-eight, a recruitment consultant in Colorado Springs, USA




  RIO TAYLOR, she/her, later they/them, twenty, a shelf-stacker from Liverpool, England




  Notes




  Dialogue in bold is in real time.




  The play is written for a cast of three. Characters other than Oskar, Hazel and Rio should be shared between the actors not currently narrating. For example, the actor playing Oskar could play Aiden in Hazel’s story, the actor playing Rio could play Karolin in Oskar’s – and so on.




  There are wild animals in this play. How they appear onstage is up to you, but I would steer away from the literal. Use your imagination.




  This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.




  

    

  




  




  PART ONE: THE ENCOUNTER




  A stage. An everywhere-and-nowhere sort of place.




  OSKAR, RIO and HAZEL are here.




  They take stock of the room, the audience, each other…




  …Yep, that’s a room alright! We’ve seen rooms before. Not to brag, but we’re pretty au fait with ‘rooms’.




  And this one, let’s face it, is fairly standard.




  They do whatever they need to do to get ready. Maybe there are microphones that need checking. Maybe something is in the wrong place. We’re tuning up an orchestra here!




  Before they get too comfy, somebody does something – or something happens – which tells us it’s time to begin.




  Ready? Let’s take a run-up…




  OSKAR. Oskar.




  HAZEL. Hazel.




  RIO. Rio.




  OSKAR. Oslo.




  RIO. Liverpool.




  HAZEL. Colorado Springs.




  OSKAR. When the story starts, I’m heading to work.




  HAZEL. I’m eating breakfast.




  RIO. I’m taking a break.




  OSKAR. And then –




  RIO. And then –




  HAZEL. And then he says –




  AIDEN. I’ll come with you.




  HAZEL. He’s started doing that lately. Inviting himself along to things.




  Oh no, Aiden, you don’t have to.




  AIDEN. But I want to. And I think it’s important we share our hobbies.




  HAZEL. I don’t want him to come for two reasons.




  The first is he’s just not very fast.




  And I can’t be faster than him, because then he gets all – y’know –




  AIDEN. Joel and Christine play volleyball. Pablo and Nick have started horticulture.




  HAZEL. The second reason is that I go running to be alone with my thoughts.




  AIDEN. I mean it, Hazel. This could be our thing.




  HAZEL. And this run – this run in particular, I’ve been really looking forward to. Four miles of the Red Rock Canyon trail, spectacular views of Pikes Peak. They call it the Gateway to Heaven.




  He grabs a protein bar and puts on his sneakers.




  They’re brand new. Bright yellow. Like, NASCAR yellow.




  AIDEN. I’m coming with you.




  HAZEL. He says again. This time, telling not asking.




  Then he takes my keys, and he leads the way.




  OSKAR. I arrive at the fjord as I always do. Seven-thirty a.m.




  My first tour starts at eight. I run my lines as I head for the water.




  This boat once belonged to my father, who was a fisherman here in Oslo, a profession that dates back generations in my family.




  They’ll eat that up – tradition, inheritance. If I say ‘Viking’ they will ejaculate into their trousers.
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