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In the eye of personality philosophy, this book aims to shed new light on the great personalities through poems, poetry and diary entries drawn from their birthplaces of the real role models, namely Gautama the Buddha, Jesus Christ and Kṛṣṇa of the Yadu Dynasty.

 

The author visited the birthplaces of the saints in Lumbini Nepal, Bethlehem, Palestine and Vrndavana in Mathura, India on pilgrimages in 2019/2020 to get a true sense of the presence of these personalities. On these journeys, the author wrote diary entries and poems in praise of them.

 

Pilgrimage is devotional service, and praise is the essence of that service, so the author undertakes an endeavour that relies on the grace of the hosts, guides and authorities of the scriptures. In full confidence of having experienced a fabulous journey, precisely because of these personalities, the author asks for understanding and attention.

 

Fundamentally, this book is built on the philosophy of personality. This states that everything is personal and has a connection. Every directive, every word, every sound, and every body is imbued with a personal essence. The ultimate goal of the personality philosophy is loving service and devotion to the Supreme Person, who is known in all traditions and cultures as the Godhead.

 

My journey began as a Christian, and I kept asking myself: Who is this Father Jesus is talking about? The Buddha then replied: Does it matter? Kṛṣṇa in turn assured: I am!

These different perspectives on the one Supreme Truth, which is described in all the scriptures, arise from the views of the saints and personalities.

 

In enquiring into these truths, I ultimately had to go back to the Founders, and to the scriptures which reflect the word of the Supreme Truth. So I set out to study Christian beliefs, Buddhist teachings and the Kṛṣṇa cult, always focusing on the established personalities.

 

In fact, a universal answer was found in the Vedas describing the Supreme Personality and His incarnations. In this, Kṛṣṇa is described as the Almighty Father, and Jesus, as well as Buddha, as His full-fledged, empowered avatars. This approach is more inclusive and contemporary than other scriptures, for they include all the personalities of history, even Mohammed of Medina.

 

This philosophy from the treasure of knowledge of the Vedas is called personality philosophy, and has been carried on by sages and scholars such as Srila Bhaktivedanta Prabhupada, whom I follow, for his scholarship influenced the personality movement throughout the world.

 

This issue is addressed to you personally, and I would like to express my gratitude to all those readers who I hope can derive real bliss and lasting joy from this philosophy.

 

May the instructions of my teachers to write books bear fruit and enrich the world.

 

In LOVE, PEACE, UNITY

 

The publishing author
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Dedication 


 

To all on the path of self-realization, to Srila Prabhupada who ignited the fire of pure living within me, and to my family who are very tolerant, as well as to all the Mothers; my dear mother giving birth to me, the Mother Earth for providing this temporary shelter and to mother cow who is so dear to Govinda, and to my future wife and mother of a family.

 

 

 

Foreword

 

The universal truth lies in the personality, the absolute truth lies in the Supreme Personality.

 

Everything is personal, everything is unique, yet different and at the same time incomprehensible.

 

Life involves eternity, a journey to the truth of the Absolute Personality.

 

Life is unconditional loving service in realisation of this truth.

 

A pilgrimage to the Source of Knowledge enlightens even the darkest heart.

 

May my ignorance be enlightened by the mercy of my Master.

 

May the knowledge of the Supreme Personality shine in my heart.

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction

 

 We look at a life that is formed around a transcendental truth. A truth that is spiritual, that is, eternal in nature. Saints and sages recognised this long before our time in order to create a peaceful, loving and unified life.

 

In the ideal of these saints lies a model for a culture based on truth and knowledge, a community of peace and unity, and a philosophy that focuses on the personality.

 

Personality is nowadays defined in terms of the psyche, the character or the soul, but what do we know about that? What did the saints know, and what do the scriptures say?

 

The quality of personality is clearly stated in all the scriptures, namely its quality of eternity, consciousness and bliss.

Personality is eternal, indestructible and constant:

 


"Those who are seers of the truth have concluded that of the nonexistent [the material body] there is no endurance and of the eternal [the soul] there is no change. This they have concluded by studying the nature of both. 


That which pervades the entire body you should know to be indestructible. No one is able to destroy that imperishable soul."

 

(Bhagavād-Gitā, 2.16-17)

 

Personality can sometimes be experienced by us only from the outside, but the real core of the spiritual truth of personality can only be illuminated by wisdom. In addition, there is knowledge of God, the Supreme Personality, who surrounds the individual soul.

 

The soul is the subtlest unity of the personality, but even subtler, namely transcendental is the Oversoul, that is, the divine, spiritual and eternal unity in every living being.

 

And who is this Supreme Personality? The Vedas (Bhagavād-Gitā, 15.15 - 15.19) say:

 

"I am seated in everyone’s heart, and from Me come remembrance, knowledge and forgetfulness. By all the Vedas, I am to be known. Indeed, I am the compiler of Vedānta, and I am the knower of the Vedas.

There are two classes of beings, the fallible and the infallible. In the material world every living entity is fallible, and in the spiritual world every living entity is called infallible.

Besides these two, there is the greatest living personality, the Supreme Soul, the imperishable Lord Himself, who has entered the three worlds and is maintaining them. 

Because I am transcendental, beyond both the fallible and the infallible, and because I am the greatest, I am celebrated both in the world and in the Vedas as that Supreme Person.

Whoever knows Me as the Supreme Personality of Godhead, without doubting, is the knower of everything. He therefore engages himself in full devotional service to Me, O son of Bharata."

This statement is found in the Holy Scriptures, which, in general terms, include the following: 

The Supreme Soul sits in the heart of everyone, it is full of knowledge and bliss, and it contains the nature of memory and forgetfulness. 
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