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			Aknowledgements


			Writing a book may give to some an impression of being a solitary activity. When I’m writing, I live in what I write, I live in the book, but from that point to reaching the final product requires the collaboration of a lot of people.


			This book in particular needed translation from various languages, such as Czech, Chinese, Japanese, Bulgarian, English, and French. I would not have finished writing it without the contribution of dear ones, such as my sisters, Rachel and Fernanda Celidonio; my cousins, Eliza and Thomas Corbett; my friend Dodi Chansky; and, in particular, Ana Claudia Alves de Sá, who was enchanted by the stories and dedicated her precious time for making extensive translations — not to mention all those professionally involved in translating excerpts for this content. In general, writing this book was a lot of things but a solitary activity.


		




		

			INTRODUCTION:


			The beginning of aviation


			France was the first country ever to become a worldwide aeronautical center. That was where everybody interested in flying wanted to go to in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 


			Brazil shares a curious historical parallel with France when it comes to pioneering. The first example is Bartolomeu Lourenço de Gusmão, a Brazilian born in the city of Santos, in 1685, and who would become a pioneer in balloon flight testing. Very intelligent, Gusmão finished his seminary training in 1699 and was ordained a priest in 1708. He had already invented many other things up to that time and was the first Brazilian to be granted a patent. Gusmão traveled to Portugal and was welcomed by D. João V, the King of Portugal, who granted him a patent for an instrument made for walking through air, later known as balloon. The patent was issued on April 19, 1709, and the Flying Priest, as he later came to be known, put himself to the test right after that. On October 3rd, 1709, after a few experiments, Gusmão finally saw a large balloon perform a successful full flight, although it was not strong enough to bear the weight of a man. Inflated with hot air, the balloon rose, flew a little bit and descended smoothly before landing. Five people witnessed the feat: Michelangelo Conti, the Italian Cardinal who would be made Pope Innocent XIII in 1721; Francisco Leitão Ferreira and José Soares da Silva, both of them writers who had been appointed as members of the Royal Academy of Portuguese History in 1720; José da Cunha Brochado, a diplomat; and Salvador Antônio Ferreira, a chronicler. Why was there no enthusiasm to encourage further research, though? Fear. They found the flight too risky and thought the balloon was an uncontrollable “machine” that could leave a man at the mercy of the winds.


			Bartholomeu de Gusmão died young, on November 18, 1724, at the age of 38. Years later, French brothers Joseph and Etienne Montgolfiere resumed studies on the subject. They started to perform tests and flights in 1783, but this time, with balloons capable of transporting people. It was in this scenario that a woman raised her feet above the ground for the first time in history.


			In the following year, 1784, King Gustav III of Sweden visited Lyon, in France, and was received by Louis XVI and his wife, Marie Antoinette. The French royal couple watched the flight of a balloon named La Gustave as an homage to their guest. The balloon built by the Montgolfier brothers used hot air to ascend, just like the one made by Bartolomeu de Gusmão.


			On June 4th, 1784, dressed as the goddess Minerva, Elizabeth Thible, an opera singer, was invited to board the balloon along with the pilot, Monsieur Fleurant. They took off singing two duets of La Belle Arsene, a famous opera by Monsigny, accompanied by the royals and a crowd that watched the performance and helped during take-off. The flight lasted forty-five minutes. It reached a height of 8,500 feet and covered 1,85 miles. On landing, the basket hit the ground and lost its balance. Elizabeth sprained her ankle but by no means lost her grace. Monsieur Fleurant considered the flight successful and praised Madame Thible’s courage to the press.


			Female aviation, therefore, began on this date: June 4th, 1784. Although Elizabeth was not an aviator, she was the first woman to fly, and her example opened the door for other brave and spirited women to follow suit and fulfill their wishes.


			France continued to be the worldwide center of aviation, and some women flew in balloons during the Napoleonic era. In 1798, the first exclusively female ascent took place in Paris with Mlle. Labrosse and Mlle. Henry. Madeleine Sophie Blanchard made her solo flight in 1805. She became famous for her flights and was nominated “Aeronaut of the Empire” by Napoleon Bonaparte. Napoleon found an interesting military use for balloons. He started to use them to spy rearguard enemy movements, as well as to go on reconnaissance missions of the battle fields. The first Military Balloon Corps was created by him. 


			In the end of the Napoleonic era, towards the closing of the 19th century, Paris was already a thriving city with several automobiles and balloons, and it was to this city that Alberto Santos Dumont, a Brazilian aviation pioneer, decided to go. Upon arriving, he learned everything he could about the world of ballooning and began to develop balloon models with French mechanics and builders. The balloons had engines and became known either as dirigibles (from the French diriger, “to steer”), dirigible balloons or airships. Santos Dumont built many of them. In 1903, Aída de Acosta, a Cuban woman, piloted dirigible No. 9. 


			Henri Deutsch, a rich businessman and sports enthusiast, offered 100,000 francs as a prize for whoever managed to take off, circumnavigate the Eiffel Tower and return to the place of departure aboard a dirigible or aircraft. The trip around the tower should be completed in less than 30 minutes. The prize was valid for the years 1901, 1902, 1903 and 1904, between the months of April and October. Dumont was not the only one who coveted the prize. Many people yearned for that money and did their best to get it. Count Zeppelin, for example, began building a series of dirigibles. France itself had a number of good builders, such as Blériot, Gabriel Voisin, Henry Farman, and Delagrange. 


			On October 19, 1901, Santos Dumont conquered the prize with his dirigible No. 6 and attained instant fame. He became a theme for caricatures, biographies, songs, statues, and paintings, and his name was hailed and mentioned in several tales. Although all of France was working hard on aeronautical development at that time, by the end of March 1905, it was Alberto who was titled Knight of the French Legion of Honor. That was the same year the Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI), or International Federation of Aeronautics, was founded in Paris. Shortly after that, on October 23, France and the rest of the world were taken by surprise once again. With the support of Gabriel Voisin, Santos Dumont flew aboard his 14-bis, a pusher biplane, and won another coveted prize, the Archdeacon Cup. Santos Dumont took off and landed smoothly, definitely proving that man could fly on “heavier-than-air” flying machines. Several Frenchmen, builders and pilots alike, began to test their flying machines, which were improved after each new model. And women’s feats kept the pace with all this innovations. 


			The sculptor Thérèse Peltier decided to go on an adventure with her friend Leon Delagrange after learning he was interested in aviation. She became a passenger of Delagrange on July 8th, 1908, on a flight lasting 35 minutes and 28 seconds. This made her interest in airplanes grow to the point of learning how to fly one. She performed her first solo flight on a Voisin model. When Delagrange decided to carry out flight performances in Italy, Peltier joined him in his successful ventures in Turin and Rome. Thérèse reported these flights to the French journalists in charge of covering the events. At one point of the tour, on September 27, 1908, she made a solo flight over the Military Square, in Turin. Her flight reached nearly 70 feet high and covered of 656 feet. Thérèse never took the exams required to receive her official pilot’s license, and when Delagrange died in an accident on January 4th, 1910, in Bordeaux, she abandoned aviation.


			On July 25, 1909, Louis Blériot became the first pilot to cross the English Channel. By that time, aviation had become a reality and was spreading throughout the world. In 1910, the five-year-old FAI had 1,150 balloon pilots, 44 aircraft pilots and 592 airplane pilots registered. Out of these, 352 (63%) were from France, 43 from the United Kingdom, 38 from Germany, 35 from Russia, and 31 from Italy. Belgium had 24 pilots, the US 23, Austria-Hungary 18, Switzerland 9, the Netherlands 6, Denmark 4, Spain 2, and Sweden 1.


			France created a Chair for Aviation at Sorbonne University, the Superior School of Cacha. Hans Reissner and Hugo Junkers, who intended to create a modern aerodynamic laboratory, started teaching aeronautical construction there. Austria created a Chair at the Viennese Technical School and Russia created another one at the Polytechnic of Saint Petersburg, where K. E. Ciolkoviskj and N. J. Zukoviski already worked as teachers. In many countries, specialized aviation magazines began to pop up, translating the adventures of aviation. This made flying popular. There were 20 aviation schools only in Europe: 11 in France, 7 in Germany (one of them military), and 2 in Austria. In Paris, in 1909, the aeronautical club Stella was founded, and their female members were allowed to fly dirigibles. From this point, it did not take long for a woman to receive, for the first time in history, an official IAF flight license.
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			At the end of the 19th century, the rural exodus — which caused an increase in the urban population —, alongside with the development of communications and electricity, gave rise to the entertainment culture, with the creation of cinemas and amusement parks. At the same time, workers began to organize unions and socialist political parties.


			The France of belle époque was an extremely favorable environment for technological innovations. Telephone, wireless telegraph, the cinema, bicycle, automobile and plane inspired new perceptions of reality.


			Paris, the city of light, and its café-concerts, ballets, operas, bookstores, theatres, boulevards and haute couture, was considered the producer and exporter center of world culture. And it was during the belle époque — precisely in 1910 — that Raymonde de Laroche was the first woman in the world to receive a pilot licensing.


			Baroness Raymonde de Laroche (1886-1919)


			Élise Raymonde Deroche was born in the vicinity of Paris, on August 22 of 1886. She received a simple education due to her family’s financial limitations but became an elegant and dynamic woman nevertheless. Raymonde excelled in sports, fine arts, and acting. When she was 20, she changed her name to Raymonde de Laroche because she thought it more suitable for an actress and it would sound better to Parisian society. After the breaking news on Santos Dumont’s flight aboard his 14-bis in 1906, Raymonde was thrilled. Aviation attracted great interest, and crowds flocked to the aerodromes to watch public flight performances. Raymonde already had some experience with balloons when the aviator Charles Voisin suggested, in October of 1909, that she should learn to fly a fixed-wing aircraft. Raymonde immediately agreed and proved herself to be a fast learner. Her training started at the airfield in Châlons. She used a one-seat model, while the instructor stayed outside shouting orders. Raymonde trained by taxiing the plane across the runway, however, one day she decided to go against Voisin’s orders and take control of the aircraft. Raymonde accelerated, took off and covered 885 feet on October 22 of 1909. On January 4th of 1910, when coming to land, she slammed the tail of the plane into a tree branch. She was thrown out from the seat and ended on the ground. Even with a broken collarbone and some injuries as a result of the accident, giving up did not cross her mind. Raymonde was afraid but not of flying. She feared that another woman could steal her title. Her goal was to become the first woman in the world to receive a pilot’s license.


			On March 8th of 1910, her wish came true. After successfully completing her exams, FAI granted Raymonde pilot’s license number 36, the first ever issued to a woman. Raymonde attended aeronautical meetings in Heliopolis, Budapest, Rouen, and Saint Petersburg. In Saint Petersburg, Tsar Nicholas II was very impressed with Raymonde and awarded her the Order of Saint Anne and the title of Baroness. Raymonde used the title regularly from that point on for self-promotion.
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			Raymonde de Laroche in a Voisin biplane, 1909, France. 


			The Flying Baroness, as she came to be known in the press, participated in July of 1910 in the Grand Semaine d’Aviation de la Champagne. On July 8th, her plane was shaken by strong winds and crashed. The aircraft fell from a height of 150 feet, with the engine off. It shattered on landing, leaving Raymonde seriously injured. People thought she would not survive this plane wreck. The Baroness spent several months hospitalized but her tenacity and Charles Voisin’s support ensured her recovery.


			The crash did not curtail Raymonde’s passion for airplanes. She resumed flying in February of 1912, always with her companion and instructor Charles Voisin, until both suffered a car accident on September 25 of that same year. Charles died instantly but Raymonde survived, spending weeks in recovery. Although devastated by the death of her friend and with a considerable number of injuries and accidents, she continued to fly in a biplane, a Sommer. 


			In the following year, 1913, she met Jacques Vial, who would become her husband, at the Farman School. Raymonde began training in a Farman model for the Women’s Cup, which was organized by the Aero Club of France. Her flights used to last one hour and thirty minutes but the flight that ensured her victory was a 4-hour one, on November 25, in which she only stopped due to fuel problems. None of the other female competitors reached a similar record. With this victory, Raymonde earned the title of queen of aviators, resurfacing in the aeronautical scene despite the physical problems and all the suffering she had gone through. Raymonde later broke the women’s altitude and distance records by reaching 15,700 feet (4,800 meters) and flying 323 km.


			At the beginning of World War I, Raymonde lost her husband in combat and, despite insisting on flying for France, the French Air Force did not allow it. They considered war combat flights too dangerous for women. Therefore, Raymonde decided to head to the airfield of Le Crotoy, since she had been invited to perform an experimental flight with the test pilot. With plans to become the first female test pilot of the French Air Force, she flew with her instructor on July 18 of 1919, aboard a Caudron G-3, in a double-command training. The plane failed during a loop and was unable to complete the maneuver. Raymonde and the pilot died instantaneously. After this, Raymonde went down in aviation history as she wished. She was the first woman ever to receive an official pilot’s license.
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			At the end of the 19th century, when American aviator Harriet Quimby was born, the so-called Reconstruction Era ceased in the United States, which emerged with the end of Civil War. In 1898, Hawaii came to be an American state, and the nation accelerated its industrial development. In the 20th century happened a huge population growth, as a great number of European immigrants went to America in search of a new life. In 1911, during William Howard Taft’s presidency, women’s suffrage movement made the newspaper headlines, and the way some independent women lived their lives — such as Quimby, who will be introduced below — was certainly a spur to the emancipation of all others. Although some states legalized female suffrage throughout the 1910’s, this right was only extended to all American women in 1920 with the passage of the 19th Amendment to the Constitution.


			However, this was obviously not the end of discrimination against women. A new episode unfolded after the outbreak of World War II in the summer of 1941, when famous aviators, such as Jacqueline Cochran and test pilot Nancy Love, presented independent proposals to the government for the use of female pilots in non-combat missions, with the intention of releasing men to the battle fronts.


			At first, the proposals were rejected by the American government, and it was only with direct involvement in the conflict, after the attack on Pearl Harbor, that the evident lack of manpower made the Air Transport Command (ATC) decide to create a force of female civil servants. All records of this story remained filed and sealed for 35 years, and that is why women flying airplanes during World War II was a lesser-known truth by historians.


			Harriet Quimby (1875-1912) 


			Harriet Quimby was born on May 11, 1875, in Michigan but there are no exact records of her first years of life. Around 1900, her family moved to San Francisco. Harriet dreamed of being an actress. She was glamorous, sexy and never gave up anything she wanted because of men. She had a strong personality. Although the stage was her aspiration, she only started to have some financial success when she started writing for the San Francisco Bulletin as a journalist and art critic. Her mother then decided to market Harriet’s image by hiding parts of her past and history. She would say her daughter had been born in New England and was tutored by private teachers in France and the US, suppressing the hardships she went through in her early days. Her father had a succession of bankruptcies until he was finally declared invalid and began to receive a disability pension as a veteran for the American Civil War. Her only sister, Kitty, vanished right after she got married and the family never heard from her again. In 1902, Harriet, who was already working as a journalist for the San Francisco Call and for the Chronicle, also started writing for the Dramatic Review, and finally earned a place in San Francisco’s society. She had an innate writing talent and her texts really engaged the readers.


			In 1903, she felt encouraged by her success in journalism and decided to move to New York and pursue a career there. It was not as easy to earn a space in New York as in San Francisco but Harriet did not give up and got her first job at the Illustrated Leslie, a weekly magazine, as a photographer and writer. She consolidated her position at the magazine by writing articles on more serious matters such as child mortality, as well as nature and animal preservation. She wrote more than 250 articles and traveled to Cuba, Egypt, Iceland, and Mexico for her magazine assignments. She refused to write about frivolities. As success came, she rented a room at the Victoria Hotel and brought her elderly parents to live with her. Then she bought a car, an undeniable symbol of status. In all the articles she wrote about automobiles, she would convey the same message: women can do anything men can do.


			By the end of October of 1910, she covered an international aviation tournament for Leslie’s, the Belmont Race Track. There she met American pilot John Moisant and his sister, Matilde. She was so mesmerized by the airplanes that she decided to learn how to fly. Harriet then became friends with Matilde, who bought her idea and enthusiasm, and decided to join Harriet in the flying lessons. John had a flying school and accepted them as students. The Wright Brothers Flying School was still deeply rooted in gender prejudice and did not accept female students. Unfortunately, John died in a plane crash sometime later in New Orleans, preventing Matilde and Harriet from going on with their training.


			The idea was not to make her flying lessons public. Harriet did not want her readers to know about her failure but the press was fast in finding out and even the Washington Post was interested. Harriet then turned rejection into a blessing, publishing articles about her own flights, giving details about how was the pilot training in the Moisant School. She won the support of Leslie magazine to continue with her course. Harriet took her exams at the Aero Club of America and, on August 1st, 1911, she became the first woman to receive a flying license in the United States. Matilde was the second. Journalists asked her if it was worth the effort. Yes, Harriet answered, adding that she would do everything men did. With such an attitude, Harriet greatly contributed for women’s emancipation, which was burgeoning in different social segments, including the fight for voting rights. She was not afraid to fly. Flying brought her a sense of freedom. She forgot all about her problems and felt healthier. She showed that flying was a fine and dignified sport for women, who should not be afraid, as long as all safety rules were followed. 


			Since Harriet had a license now, she decided to make some money. She signed a contract with the Richmond County Agricultural Fair and participated in the International Aviation Meet in Nassau Boulevard. Once in Richmond, she could not fly for the first three days due to bad weather. But as soon as the skies cleared, one could hear the sound of Harriet’s engines in the background of President Woodrow Wilson’s speech. Once he finished, her plane took off and circled around the fair above the crowd’s ovation. When she was ready to land, she executed a maneuver she loved, pitching the airplane down on a fast descent and pitching it up right away when rounding for landing. Her instructor, Hupert, declared to the press that Harriet was the best student he had ever had. 


			[image: ]


			Harriet Quimby in the Moisant monoplane, 1911.


			The second flight of the fair was a memorable night flight. Before taking off, Harriet drove through the field asking those who were present to keep away from the airstrip for safety reasons. She took off under the gaze of 15,000 people. She flew in circles over the fair and the referees’ stand, waving to the crowd, who replied enthusiastically. When she approached the field for landing, she saw herself in trouble as the crowd invaded the place. It was a tough landing. She stopped only a few meters from the fence and luckily did not cause an accident. This flight hit the headlines all around the country. She got even happier when she received a US$ 1,500 (fifteen-hundred-dollar) paycheck for her 7-minute show. The New Brunswick Times described her as one of the best pilots in the world, the most charming and beautiful, in addition to being well-read.


			Harriet joined the group formed by the Moisant International Aviators, an association sponsored by the school, which sold exhibition flights with the aim of making money. However, the activities did not go as expected. The International Aviation Meet was to be held in a matter of days and its program included a meeting of four female aviators: Helene Dutrieu, from Belgium, Matilde Moisant, Blanche Scott, and Harriet Quimby. Unfortunately, the meeting did not take place. Dutrieu chose to compete in an individual flight time competition, Matilde chose an altitude one, — which she won — and Scott did not show up because she did not have her license with her. Matilde and Harriet left the event before the official ending date but they heard that the religious community of Long Island was furious about the whole story, since they reserved Saturdays for religious activities, and flying was not one of them. 


			In November, Moisant managed to book an event in Mexico. Harriet and Matilde joined the team in Valbuena, where Francisco Madero, the President elected, was at the time. Harriet and Matilde were the first women to fly in Mexico. On that day, however, Harriet could only take off at 5 p.m. due to the rain. She rose to an altitude of 250 feet and, after six minutes, returned to the field. As she landed, she remarked that it was the toughest flight she had ever made, due to the rarefied air and the high altitude of the city. She had not had previous experience with flying in such high locations. The show was interrupted because the crowd invaded the airstrip cheering for Madero and for the airplanes. Harriet went on with her flights after the rains. She flew over Lake Xochimilco, returned to the field in the dark and landed under improvised artificial lights around the strip. And there were more surprises around the corner. The following day, her airplane had an engine failure. She kept her cool, chose a location, and landed smoothly. The exhibition ended with Harriet, Matilde, and another pilot of the team flying together. 


			It was a great flight finale, with no major accidents but revenue was terrible. Attendance had been low due to the delicate political situation in Mexico, with Maero facing massive opposition. Troops were fighting rebels in the North, and watching aerial shows were not a priority for most people. After the shows in Guadalajara and Leon, Harriet left the group and went back to New York with another idea in mind, while Matilde went on with the rest of the team. Harriet hired Leo Stevens, another show organizer, and started to secretly plan the crossing of the English Channel with Luis Blériot. This flight had turned Blériot into a celebrity back in 1909 when he crossed the Channel for the first time. The secret, kept by Blériot, was meant to prevent European women pilots from stealing her idea and getting ahead of her in this feat. In addition, Harriet did not want to be stopped by the naysayers, since the weather in the Channel had always been unstable and dangerous. She knew what she wanted. And to achieve it, she needed an airplane with a 70HP engine, similar to the one she was used to flying in the US.


			On March 7th, she flew from New York to London. Once there, she described her project to the editor of the London Mirror, who was so enthusiastic about it that he offered her a money prize to represent them there. The next step was going to Paris to discuss matters related to the airplane with Blériot. She borrowed a 50 HP engine aircraft, model Blériot XI, and went out to test it in Hardelot. Strong winds hampered the test and she secretly sent the airplane to Dover. She asked the Mirror’s editor to gather the reporters at her hotel because she was going to give an interview, under the condition that they kept the fact confidential for the time being. 


			The day following the meeting was a Sunday. It was a sunny day with clear skies. However, Harriet had promised she would never fly on a Sunday. Therefore, she missed that opportunity, and another one came around only on April 16 of 1912. Although she had never piloted a Blériot, nor used a compass nor flown over water, she took off at 5:30 a.m. Many pilots had lost their lives trying to cross the Channel but that was not a reason for her to give up. She rose to 1,500 feet, flew over the aerodrome and headed towards France amidst the humid clouds. She began flying by instruments, as we know nowadays but weather conditions forced her to rely on her skill and instincts. It was so humid that she took off her goggles, trying to make out anything around her but she could not see the sky, sea nor land. Even so, she was able to keep the plane stable and soaring until she reached 2,000 feet, when she was finally able to find the first shafts of sunlight. She knew she was flying a mile per minute and that Calais was 20 miles away. However, because of the winds and the bad weather, she deviated from the route and was not able to reach Calais after 20 minutes. Only 59 minutes later did she met the French coast. She then descended to 500 feet searching for Calais but was unable to find it. As she looked for a place to land, Harriet ended up at a beach near Hardelot, almost 25 miles away from Calais. The people at the beach became exhilarated after witnessing such a feat and carried her all the way to Hardelot. After seven hours by car, she arrived in Paris. She was exhausted but happy, for she had become the first woman to cross the English Channel. There was no doubt her feat would be hogging the headlines. However, another story, a huge catastrophe upstaged the praise and tributes she was expecting to receive, pushing her achievement to the side notes. The eyes of the world were turned to the appalling shipwreck of the Titanic which happened two days before.



OEBPS/Fonts/JansonTextLTStd-Italic.otf


OEBPS/Fonts/JansonTextLTStd-BoldItalic.ttf


OEBPS/Images/Raymonde_de_LaRoche.jpg





OEBPS/Fonts/JansonTextLTStd-Roman.otf


OEBPS/Images/abre_cap2_-_estados_unidos.jpg
(nap tey 5

x
USA





OEBPS/Images/abre_cap1_-_franca.jpg
(Wopler,

B A
FRANCE






OEBPS/Fonts/FuturaStd-CondensedOblique.otf


OEBPS/Images/titulo.jpg
ULIS{;Q/A/

G Faz Estrola
/2051

2 Cabuoys”
87° ~ oA

/

f ¥

[ Mxlﬁznnwavm

/ (acicar)
st ql

N.IUHU F[‘:’ %

\2205.
| s\mﬂ\ DATAT

>

2

57\2/E@FA IFANER
1985 — 10

\ ) (‘ Foz s
ozidt Ipanema @ delwnewo g i\Suanﬂdac

y Fib
Fib Sinses ~_Afarinhay
{sgugiieio)

S [ 7aFe
D Uorreias

> /)
2o

1o

B,
“Vaz do R:;rf c‘b/ et
S IS

1720,






OEBPS/Fonts/JansonTextLTStd-Bold.otf


OEBPS/Fonts/HamburgerHeaven.TTF


OEBPS/Fonts/FrutigerLTStd-Cn.otf


OEBPS/Images/Harriet_Quimby_1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/capa.jpg
EDITORA

l.a(bra or






