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Three years in France had cost the Pals. 773 were killed, 1,861 wounded, and 775 still missing or captured as prisoners of war. Men who lived and worked together had enlisted and fought together. No one had considered that they might also die together, leaving communities bereft. The whole idea of Pals’ battalions was recognised as a great mistake and never repeated.




INTRODUCTION


BY LUCY MOORE AND TIM LYNCH




The first shock of war almost dazed our people, but by no means to inertness. Leeds was very much on the alert. It could not belie its motto Pro Rege et Lege [For King and the Law] had now a profounder meaning than ever.


W.H. Scott, Leeds & the Great War, 1923





Early twentieth-century Leeds was a rapidly expanding city built on industry and had built a solid reputation for its textile production and expertise in heavy engineering that meant the ‘city of a thousand trades’ was booming. Raw materials entered the city along the River Aire and the Leeds–Liverpool Canal and were shunted along its busy railway tracks. The fortunes of the city went hand in hand with those of its industrialist magnates. It was a city where a Lithuanian immigrant called Montague Burton could establish a national menswear chain and a Polish Jew named Michael Marks partnered up with English cashier Thomas Spencer to create one of Britain’s best-known brands.
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Postcard showing nine views of Leeds icluding Kirkstall Abbey, Boar Lane, Roundhay Park, Market Hall, Town Hall, City Square, Briggate and East End Park, 1915 (Copyright Leeds Museums & Galleries)


Yet behind the magnificent facades of booming businesses, success came at a cost. Across the British Empire, the gap between rich and poor became ever wider. In Leeds, workers’ living conditions in cramped terraced housing with poor sanitation and overcrowding led to major cholera outbreaks in 1832 and 1849 as the pace of development outstripped the infrastructure needed. As the century progressed, the standard of housing fell, with some terraced houses built as cheap one-up, one-down dwellings, tightly packed together around communal yards filled with rubbish pits and a fly-infested toilet shared by twenty or more families.


The workers who lived here were the engines of industrialisation in the city, working ten-hour days, six days a week. To try to ameliorate conditions in the city, the Improvement Acts established the Leeds Improvement Commission, which was concerned with street lighting, building pavements and cleaning up the streets. In 1842, the Improvement Act also built sewers, and during the following decade led to places for public recreation at Woodhouse, Holbeck and Hunslet Moors, widened streets and expanded Kirkgate Market. In 1866 the Act addressed the overcrowding of terraced housing and ensured that back-to-back houses would be built in no greater than four pairs, with a yard containing an ash-pit and a water closet between each set of four.


Moving between social class boundaries was difficult and for those born into poverty or those working in industry there were limited options for work. Joining the Army was one option; some signed up to avoid a prison sentence, while others looked to the Army for regular pay. Despite army reforms in the late nineteenth century, soldiering was not a popular career choice in the early twentieth century and finding enough men to maintain the overseas battalions at full strength often meant sending reinforcements from home. When war broke out in 1914 the ‘home’ battalions that would make up the British Expeditionary Force in France were, on average, 60 per cent below their expected wartime establishment. To make up the numbers, they had to rely on retired soldiers recalled from civilian life since they had a contractual commitment to spend time as reservists.


The newly appointed Secretary of State for War, Lord Kitchener, realised that an army set up to fight small wars against poorly equipped tribal forces would soon struggle against a large, modern and well-equipped European enemy. He began planning to raise and prepare a vastly expanded ‘New Army’ ready for a war he believed would last at least three years. It was an enormous undertaking. The various army regimental depots had been established to accept and train a combined total of fewer than 30,000 recruits per year but by the end of August 1914 that number were being enlisted every day. The success of the recruiting campaign quickly overwhelmed the system.1 By January 1915, the army was trying to find space for a million additional men. It was as though a class started the school year with thirty students but within months the teacher was faced with trying to teach 1,000 with the same resources. Across the UK, regimental depots were swamped with new recruits and barely able to house and feed them, let alone train them for combat. Adding to the organised chaos was the fact that not all the recruits were under War Office control.


It had quickly become apparent that soldiers were still regarded with suspicion in class-conscious Edwardian society, a view barely changed since Wellington described the men under his command as ‘the scum of the earth’ almost a century earlier. Respectable young men were reluctant to throw their lot in with ‘licentious soldiery’ and so a new idea was put forward under which men would be encouraged to join with their friends into battalions of men of a similar social standing – as ‘Pals’. Recruited by local dignitaries and funded by the great and the good of the area, Pals battalions would be made up of white collar workers from local offices, shops and businesses. Leeds was among many cities across the north of England responding to the call for volunteers and recruiting quickly got under way for the ‘City of Leeds Battalion’, to be made up of young men from the commercial sector.


The story of the Leeds Pals and their disastrous experience on the first day of the Battle of the Somme has entered the mythology of the Great War. The centenary of that terrible day brought with it an outpouring of stories about the battalion that relied more on story than history and showed how much about who they were and what they did has been forgotten. Yet whilst the first Pals battalion has received so much attention, the second is almost forgotten and the contribution of other Leeds battalions remains little known.


This book, then, seeks to expand the answers to some of the questions that surround the Leeds Pals battalion and its relationship with the city. The research journey has taken the authors from the streets of Leeds to the bustle of India, uncovering further information about the lives of the men who fought in the battalion, how its character altered during the First World War and the identity and sense of belonging membership of the Pals gave to veterans afterwards. This work is indebted to Laurie Milner’s major publication Leeds Pals and also draws on it, as well as items from Leeds Museums & Galleries, the West Yorkshire Archive Service and the families of many Leeds Pals. We have tried to look broadly at the history of the Leeds Pals and include chapters on prisoners of war, the first published account of the Leeds Pals Association and an account of the life of Private Jogendra Nath Sen, who was born in India, but died as a son of Leeds.2 The history of the ‘silent’ 2nd Leeds Pals Battalion – the Leeds Bantams – is examined too, not just in comparison to the Leeds Pals, but as a force raised by the city and yet largely forgotten by it.
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Official history of the Leeds Pals, compiled as a school project, with interviews with former members. (Copyright Leeds Museums & Galleries.)


The Pals were not simply a force raised by the city of Leeds. They were a part of the city and the city was a part of them. They served overseas but never lost their links with their home. To understand the Pals is to understand something of what makes Leeds.





______________________


1 Beckett, I.F.W. and Simpson, K, A Nation in Arms: A Social Study of the British Army in the First World War (1986).,


2 Research into the life of Jogendra Nath Sen is indebted to David Stowe’s work on the University of Leeds Roll of Honour.
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BECOMING PALS


BY SIAN HIBBERT




Why not a ‘friends’ battalion?


Yorkshire Evening Post, 31 August 1914








By the time the declaration of war between England and Germany came on 4 August 1914, regiments and cities alike had begun preparing for the ensuing conflict.


In Leeds, the 7th and 8th Leeds Rifles battalions, the (Prince of Wales’ Own) West Yorkshire Regiment, were utilised straight away. Almost as soon as they had departed for their annual camp at Scarborough they were recalled to Carlton Barracks and embodied for active service. Volunteers were also invited to join Lord Kitchener’s army through the city’s newspapers: advertisements went to print as early as Friday, 7 August, just three days after the outbreak of war. This news was met with a keen eagerness throughout England. In Leeds, potential servicemen responded swiftly to the call for volunteers and hurried to recruitment centres, including one at Hanover Square: ‘One could not look at the Kitchener poster in the face, knowing that the straight, long finger pointed at you.’


The influx of potential soldiers in Leeds was so great that the recruitment facilities struggled to efficiently process them. ‘Staff [were] unable to deal quickly enough with the rush of young men,’ reported the Yorkshire Evening Post. The location of the recruitment centre was considered to be preventing an even greater number of men from joining up to serve their country. Hanover Square, just outside the city centre, was ‘hidden away in a residential district – existence unknown to many’ and it became a priority to relocate to somewhere more central. A few days later, the Leeds Tramways Committee ‘consented to their new depot at Swinegate to be used as a recruiting office’, doing their bit for the city’s war effort. The new recruitment centre opened on 3 September 1914. The Leeds Mercury reported that on 2 September, the Hanover Square office had successfully enlisted 218 recruits. It was hoped that the new centre would allow for at least double those numbers going forward.1
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 Caricature Toby jug, designed by cartoonist Sir F. Carruthers Gould, of Lord Kitchener (shown with pint mug in hand with motto ‘Bitter for the Kaiser’), Royal Staffordshire Pottery. (Copyright Leeds Museums & Galleries).
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Leeds Pals recruitment poster. (Copyright David Owen)


General Sir Henry Rawlinson suggested that recruits might be more inclined to join up to the war effort if they were doing so alongside people they already knew. He appealed to the London stockbrokers, who promptly implemented the recruitment strategy. The idea was a resounding success and the stockbrokers managed to raise a ‘friends’ battalion of 1,600 men within a week (10th (Service) Battalion, Royal Fusiliers). Not long after, the Earl of Derby repeated the suggestion in Liverpool, coining the phrase ‘battalions of pals’, and 1,500 men joined up within two days.2 The news of the success of this encouragement to enlist quickly spread across England, the concept reaching Leeds at the end of August. In Leeds the idea was to recruit the battalion from ‘the middle-class population engaged in commercial pursuits, young men from the factories, the warehouses and the offices of the city, who desire to go to the front, but hesitate about enlisting lest they be sent to a regiment in which they will not have kindred spirits.’.3 This battalion became known as the 1st (City) Battalion Leeds Pals, although its correct title was the 15th (Service) Battalion (Prince of Wales’ Own) West Yorkshire Regiment. As a second force the 2nd (Bantam) Battalion Leeds Pals was formed in December 1914, and held the title 17th (Service) Battalion.


Up to that point, the majority of recruits to the Leeds Rifles were from working-class backgrounds. The idea of a Leeds Pals battalion couldn’t have come at a better time; many of the local battalions were beginning to turn volunteers away as they had already filled their ranks. Arthur Pearson, who later joined the Leeds Pals, experienced this soon after Kitchener’s advert reached Leeds: ‘I turned towards the local Territorial Barracks with a bashful step, only to be told – full up.’4 It was common for potential recruits rejected by one battalion to simply walk to a neighbouring town and try again there, often successfully. Arthur Wadsworth, for example, was turned down by the Bradford Pals Battalion as he was aged 16, which was below the age limit of 19. He therefore walked to Leeds, told them he was 19 and was accepted. It seems many used this trick to circumvent the age restrictions of the recruitment process.


‘Business Men of Leeds, Your King and Country Need You!’


During the initial recruitment buzz for the new Leeds Pals battalion, a number of adverts were published in the local newspapers detailing the ideal characteristics of their new recruits. The recruits were middle class, were occupied in non-manual work, and were aged between 19 and 35. Previous soldiers up to the age of 45 would be accepted, as well as former non-commissioned officers up to the age of 50. Single men were preferred and enlistment was for the duration of the war, or for three years; whichever was the shorter. Any candidate who felt they fitted the description was invited to register interest in a letter to Colonel Walter Stead at his offices, prior to the formal recruitment. Applicants to the Leeds Pals had to be literate to join.


Warrant Officer First Class, Thomas Connor (RSM), was an Irishman born in Cork in 1872. After completing a successful career in the armed forces, Thomas retired in 1909, aged 39. Having moved to Leeds around 1911 with his wife and children, Thomas responded to the advertisements for experienced soldiers, and re-enlisted in 1914. Thomas was one of the first to sign up for the new battalion in September. However, at 42 years of age, Thomas was deemed unfit for overseas service and thus spent some of the war training new Pals at their camp in Colsterdale.


Not all recruits with previous military experience were unable to serve abroad, however. Henry Preston, from Scarborough, had served twenty-three years with the Army, enlisting as a Private in the West Yorkshire Regiment in 1889, before working his way up to Regimental Sergeant Major prior to his retirement in Leeds in 1912. On 7 December 1914, aged 44, Henry re-enlisted as a Private with Leeds Pals. Recognised for his previous service, Henry was once more promoted to Regimental Sergeant Major in January 1915. He served with the Pals during their training at Colsterdale, Ripon and Fovant and their campaign in Egypt before fighting on the Western Front in France from March 1916. Sadly, he was killed in action on 1 July 1916 in the opening hours of the Battle of the Somme, a battle that was to prove devastating for the Pals.
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Thomas Connors. (Copyright Christine Bull)


On 3 September 1914, the Victoria Hall in Leeds Town Hall opened its doors at 9 a.m. to begin the recruitment of the Leeds Pals Battalion. On that first day over 500 men had joined up, with candidates generally selected based upon social status with previous military experience, with examples of leadership qualities and physical prowess particularly welcomed. The process seemed to be exclusive, with a number of potential recruits being turned away due to their employment history. Many of those who were turned away were soon after recruited into the Leeds Rifles Reserve battalions. One clerk from Leeds, E. Robinson, was refused by the recruitment panel on the grounds that his father was a farm worker. He joined the Royal Artillery the same day.


Previous employment varied widely and included amongst the new recruits were schoolmasters, mechanical engineers, mill and factory managers and solicitors. Privates Horace and John Killen, who were both later killed in action, listed on their applications as being a piano maker and a teacher respectively.


Large numbers of recruits came from the schools and universities around Leeds, such as Private Charles Studley, a student of the University of Leeds, who was killed in action in France. Private Alexander William Poll had passed the final examination of Students in Training Colleges, becoming a fully certified Elementary School Teacher in 1912. Alexander was a member of Armley Cricket Club and is seen wearing white cricket shoes in some of the photos of him taken at Colsterdale Training Camp. Alexander was among the earliest recruits to enlist with the battalion, joining at the Town Hall on 5 September. He was ‘transferred from the Pals to the Machine Gun Corps and was discharged with the rank of Sergeant in Belgium on 26 February 1919’.
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Alexander Poll with son Bruce and grandson David. (Copyright David Poll)
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Alexander Poll on guard duty. (Copyright David Poll)


Many of the initial members of the Leeds Pals worked for the Leeds Corporation. Arthur Pearson met many of them when he enlisted at the Town Hall: ‘they were mostly officials and clerks in the city’s Administration Offices.’5 It was commonplace for employers to encourage their employees to enrol in the battalion by sending them in groups to the Town Hall during the working day. The Yorkshire Evening Post reported that ‘they had been given special permission by their employers to leave their desks in order to get their names down without delay. Said one trio, ‘our boss told us to get out of the office and put our names down at once or he would kick us out!’6 This quotation leads us to perhaps question how willing and enthusiastic the new recruits were?




Albert Guttridge was a celebrated Yorkshire athlete and first came to prominence in 1911, when he won the Yorkshire Junior Championship at Queen’s Park, Castleford, beating a field of over 200 runners. He subsequently had success at Huddersfield, Brighouse, Malton, Bury and Hellifield, and became captain of the Leeds Athletic Club Harriers. Albert was one of the many casualties on the first day of the Somme. He was badly wounded when an explosion blew him out of one shell-hole into another. He suffered a broken leg and five other wounds, and was evacuated back to England. He was treated at Bethnal Green Hospital in London, where his leg was amputated. He died on 30 July 1916. His body was brought from London to Leeds and on 2 August 1916 he was buried in Lawnswood cemetery with full military honours. He is commemorated there on the War Memorial.





Recruitment continued apace with 800 men recruited by the end of the second day. Amongst those recruited were a plethora of well-known sportsmen. Efforts were made to utilise any potential source of recruits, and recruiting teams quickly realised that a good place to look for fit, eager young men could be sporting venues. Recruiters for the war effort were touring the Leeds football grounds by the end of August.7 Morris Fleming explained how he had joined up at the Town Hall alongside five others from his team, just one of many examples of the success of the recruitment campaign for the Pals in the early days of the battalion. Evelyn Lintott was another well-known footballer who enlisted. Alongside football, cricket was represented amongst the ranks of the battalion, with a number of notable local players enlisting. These included Roy Kilner, Major Booth and Arthur Dolphin.


Additionally, cross-country runners were numerous in the ranks of the Pals and the large proportion of sportsmen in the battalion later led to the formation of a Sports and Recreation Committee during the Pals’ time at their camp at Colsterdale.8 One such runner was Private George Colcroft, a former cross-country champion of Yorkshire who sadly became the first Leeds Pals casualty. He died of an illness on 19 November 1914 at Seacroft Hospital and is buried in the Bramley Baptist Graveyard.
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Cross-country trophy awarded in 1918. (Copyright Leeds Museums & Galleries)
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George Colcroft’s grave in Bramley baptist churchyard. (Copyright Bramley War Memorial)
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Leeds Pals Recruitment Tramcar. (Copyright Leeds Libraries & Information Services)


[image: Illustration]


Leeds Stockbrokers Memorial. (Copyright Leeds Museums & Galleries)


It is probable that the recruitment of such notable individuals in Leeds aided in encouraging young businessmen to join the same battalion, perhaps creating the image of a team of men engaging in friendly, sporting competition, rather than a battalion of recruits enlisting to fight for their country.


Throughout the recruitment process, a variety of methods were used both locally and nationally to encourage men to enlist. Of them, one best remembered in Leeds was an illuminated recruitment tramcar, which would progress, draped in banners and patriotic symbols, from the tramway depot in the centre of Leeds to a number of suburban destinations, carrying recruiters and public figures and flanked by men in uniform promoting the war effort along the way. The tramcar routes were published in the local newspapers and large crowds were reported. On 11 September 1914, the recruitment tramcar made its way to Morley, where it was met with a ‘patriotic concert by the Morley Brass Band’.9 According to the local newspapers, the turnout was so great that ‘it was with difficulty that the tram and general traffic was regulated by the police’.10


On 4 September, the Yorkshire Evening Post reported that day’s tramcar route would begin at Victoria Square at 7.30 p.m., before proceeding to the Burley Hotel, on to Hyde Park, down to Briggate via Woodhouse Lane, over to Harehills, Canal Gardens and the Woodpecker before finishing back at the depot on Swinegate at 9.45 p.m. This route, like all of the tramcar’s ventures, was accompanied by much pomp and ceremony and distinguished guests, including the Mayor of Leeds and the Tramways Band.


The Mayoress of Leeds often rode on the top deck of the car, giving speeches to large crowds at each stop. The tramcar was such a success that it was still in use in June 1915, long after the Battalion’s departure for training camp.




Benjamin Clifford Wadsworth Bland was born in Garforth in September 1891. We know he was an early recruit to the Leeds Pals from his enrolment number of 15/93. Dropping his first name, Clifford worked as a stockbroker’s clerk on Park Row, Leeds, prior to the outbreak of war. He joined up aged 22 and was posted to B Company. During leave in March 1915, he married Lillian Brownridge in Leeds. Clifford went with the Pals to Egypt, then to France and was reported missing on 1 July 1916. On 15 July, Lillian appealed for any news of him in the Yorkshire Evening Post. His death was ultimately confirmed, but his body was never found and he is commemorated on the Stockbroker’s Memorial and at the Thiepval Memorial.





Local businesses were also keen to involve themselves in the recruitment drive for the war. As Arthur Pearson noted in his diaries of his time as a Pal, both the Ben Wade Pipe Factory and Messrs Tetley & Sons provided products as an incentive to join up:




Every man, whether he was a smoker or not, was presented with a pipe sent to him with compliments of Ben Wade, the Leeds Pipe makers, and to go with it, an ounce of Tetley’s ‘Golden Pelican’ tobacco, which was a nice gesture by both Leeds firms.11





These recruitment efforts had been so successful in encouraging the city’s potential recruits to join the war effort that, on 8 September, a worker’s battalion was proposed in the Yorkshire Post to include those who did not reach the elitist standards of the Pals commercial battalion. It was thought this battalion would allow the manual workers of Leeds the opportunity to do their part for their country. The Yorkshire Evening Post later reported plans to establish two new pals’ battalions for workers that would replace the 7th and 8th Leeds Rifles as Home Defence.12 However, these did not materialise. Instead, potential recruits were redirected to the Leeds Rifles because territorial battalions had been ordered to double in size to form first and second line battalions. The first lines were trained and ready to go, the second acted as a pool of reinforcements. It was a convenient compromise that meant the War Office would pay, rather than Leeds Corporation (or indeed a private individual).


Leeds born and bred?


Recruits for the Leeds Pals battalion were not restricted to those from Leeds alone. From the list of 1,281 initial applicants to the battalion, there are recruits from across Yorkshire and further afield. The recruits were largely local to Leeds and this certainly aided in the creation of the image of the Pals as the City of Leeds Battalion.


Research into the initial recruits’ addresses at the time of enlistment illustrates the areas of Leeds which contributed most heavily towards the Pals battalion. When the data is input into charts, the demographics of the Pals’ residences clearly show hotspots of recruitment which centre on what is now the university area of Leeds.


Additionally, of the 1,281 names, roughly sixty addresses were unidentifiable due to various reasons, including house names provided instead of the full address. Many recruits simply gave a business address: bank names were among the most common given in place of residential addresses, and as there were often multiple branches, it is difficult to identify the exact location the recruit intended as his address without additional information. Private Dodd simply gave ‘Pygmalion, Leeds’ as his contact address – which was a department store! Furthermore, throughout the twentieth century, Leeds underwent several stages of significant redevelopment that resulted in many streets being demolished and subsequent changes to the planning of the city mean many no longer exist.


One such area is the modern-day Burmantofts area to the east of inner-city Leeds. Well known for its textile industry during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, Burmantofts was completely redeveloped in the middle of the twentieth century, eradicating many of the terraces that had housed a number of Leeds Pals’ families. As the map used is thought to have originated in the 1940s, many street names listed by the Pals were simply not in existence at the time of the map’s production. While some images and accounts exist of such terraces, and thus some addresses have been verified, not all could be confirmed. Human error also had a part to play in the original transcription of addresses: both Gathorne and Gawthore, and Bagby and Blagby feature as street names and could therefore either be entirely different streets, or could simply have been due to spelling errors.


As the number of unidentifiable addresses is relatively small in comparison to the overall sample size, it is unlikely that the exclusion of this information would largely affect the patterns displayed in the table below, though it is worth noting that the list of initial recruits is not complete and therefore only provides a glimpse into the backgrounds of the Pals recruits. Furthermore, following initial application to the battalion, many Pals swiftly transferred onward. The statistics here provide a snapshot of the make-up of the battalion at its very beginning, but do not necessarily reflect its make-up for the subsequent war years.






	Area


	Number of Recruits


	Area


	Number of Recruits







	 


	 


	 


	 







	Centre / University


	234


	Yeadon


	6







	Hyde Park / Burley


	169


	Bradford


	6







	Harehills


	119


	Farsley


	6







	Headingley


	112


	Wakefield


	5







	Chapel Allerton


	96


	Rothwell


	5







	Hunslet


	69


	Guiseley


	5







	Armley


	56


	Batley


	5







	Roundhay


	50


	Calverley


	3







	Beeston


	50


	Rawdon


	3







	Horsforth


	21


	Oulton


	2







	Bramley


	20


	Adel


	2







	Stanningley


	19


	Harrogate


	2







	Kirkstall


	19


	Ossett


	2







	Osmondthorpe


	18


	Mirfield


	2







	Holbeck


	18


	Dewsbury


	1







	Moor Allerton


	17


	Selby


	1







	Morley


	13


	Castleford


	1







	Wortley


	12


	Wetherby


	1







	Meanwood


	11


	Barnsley


	1







	Pudsey


	11


	Bramhope


	1







	Whitkirk


	9


	Otley


	1







	Cross Gates


	9


	Kippax


	1







	Halton


	8


	London


	1












	Area


	Number of Recruits







	Centre


	234







	Inner-city Leeds


	663







	Greater Leeds


	290







	Wider Yorkshire


	35







	Rest of UK


	1








The data collected has been input into a chart to illustrate in which locations the Pals recruits were living at the point of their enlistment during the initial months of recruitment for the battalion. The graph demonstrates the proportion of Pals recruits enlisted from central Leeds, wider Leeds and from further afield.
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While 663 recruits were from the inner city Leeds areas such as Harehills and Headingley, 234 recruits came from the much smaller area of Leeds city centre. The density of these addresses within such a small area is remarkable and lends significant weight to the inaccurate perception that during the First World War every street in Leeds suffered a loss.


Of these recruits, the majority were located around the university area; out of the 234 central Leeds recruits, 118 resided in the streets immediately surrounding the university campus. Within this there were two major hotspots: Blenheim Square and the adjacent streets boasted thirty-three recruits, while Blackman Lane and the immediate vicinity contributed at least seventeen of the 118 university area recruits.


Many of the city’s recruitment efforts took place within this area. The recruitment tram travelled up Woodhouse Lane, stopping at the steps of the Parkinson Building to gather recruits. Blenheim Square and adjoining terraces, situated on the opposite side of Woodhouse Lane to the university buildings, was particularly highly represented on the list of residences for Pals recruits. Within walking distance from the university, the area had been a popular residence for the middle classes from the Victorian period. In the 1911 census, however, only one house had a student in residence. Much of Leeds’ middle-class had moved to Headingley. Yet by 1914 a fair number of ‘respectable’ young men live there. It is noteworthy that so many recruits came from this small square in Leeds. It is important to note here that the community of Blenheim Square, not unlike the rest of Britain, must have felt the losses from the war greatly; from a small square, thirty-three men joined the Pals and it is likely that many did not return to Leeds. This figure does not reflect the many others from the area who may have joined and fought with other battalions across Yorkshire and Britain.


Since the outbreak of the war, the city’s churches had been integral in many of Leeds’ recruiting efforts. This is due, in part, to a number of notable churchmen who involved themselves heavily in recruitment across the city. Of these Revd Samuel Bickersteth, the vicar of Leeds Parish Church, whose own sons volunteered, is well known.13 As an active member of Colonel Stead’s raising committee for the Leeds Pals, Reverend Bickersteth aided wholeheartedly wherever he could. He was often found on the tramcar, touring the suburbs of Leeds encouraging recruitment, and he continued his efforts through his work within the Church community. The parish church has become the focus for commemoration, and today memorials to the Pals and the Bantams can be found within this same church.


By charting the data, it is clear that the ongoing recruitment campaign and tactics used by Colonel Stead and his team were particularly successful in certain areas. Other recruitment hotspots that stand out include Spencer Place and Mount Preston, with twelve and seven recruits from each road respectively. Spencer Place is located between Chapel Allerton and Harehills and the high volumes of recruits from this road could be related to the influence of the recruitment tramcar, which made regular journeys between the university and Harehills. It begs the question as to whether the tramcar route was targeting middle-class areas. Mount Preston is within close proximity to the university and therefore its high contribution to the Pals can be explained in the same manner as Blenheim Square and Blackman Lane. However, with the University also encouraging students to volunteer, the tram route cannot have been the only cause.


By 10 September, the Yorkshire Post recorded the Pals had processed 4,223 applicants just one week after recruitment for the battalion had begun, roughly four for every place available.14 The medical examinations were taking place in the Town Hall alongside the standard recruitment paperwork, ensuring the speed and efficiency of the process as eager recruits continued to come forward in large quantities. Despite this, the local newspaper reports from mid-September compare the recruitment turnout of Leeds in comparison to the other large cities of the England in disappointed tones. It was claimed in the Leeds Mercury on 11 September that of the 439,000 volunteers that had come forward in England, Leeds had contributed a mere 5,000 from across its emerging three new battalions.15


With London contributing 57,000, Manchester 30,000, Birmingham 24,000, Sheffield 20,000 and Leeds at 11,000, including the previously established battalions in the city, the press reported that Leeds men had ‘scarcely risen to the occasion’.16 Recruitment figures refer to all servicemen, not just the Pals, and it must not be forgotten that the war had created a jobs boom in the city, resulting in little unemployment. Part of this may perhaps have been due to the very strict social criteria of the Pals. In addition, the medical examinations were particularly rigorous, with many promising recruits turned away due to ailments such as poor teeth. In order to slow the flood of applicants, medical standards were more strictly applied. It was reported that approximately 8 per cent of applicants to the battalion were rejected due to failed medical examinations.17 However, the Pals continued to come forward in their hundreds and just a few days later, on 15 September, the newly formed battalion assembled at the Town Hall amongst crowds of proud spectators, family and friends to take their oaths of allegiance.18 Arthur Pearson remembered that moment clearly: ‘We swore to be true and loyal soldiers, to serve King and Country.’19




Wilkinson Brothers


Frederick, a stationmaster at Dent and then Ulleskelf, and Elizabeth Wilkinson had five sons – Harry, John Earle, Gerald, Reginald and Wilfred. When war broke out Gerald and Reginald were among the first to sign up at Leeds Town Hall in September 1914, both joining B Company in number six platoon, five section. On 1 July, during the attack on the village of Serre, both Gerald and Reginald were killed. Neither man’s body was ever found. Both men are commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial. The Yorkshire Herald reported that ‘Mr and Mrs F Wilkinson have suffered a heavy bereavement … their comrades, in letters of sympathy to the parents, state that both were splendid soldiers and fought with great bravery.’





Decline in recruits


By 25 September the Pals were up to full strength, a battalion of ‘glowing, enthusiastic Youth’.20 Despite the battalion departing for camp at Colsterdale, recruitment continued in Leeds with the aim of building reserves for Pals battalions across England. However, the local press began reporting a decline in recruitment from October onwards. An article published in the on 2 October commented on the decline in Leeds men coming forward for the battalion, linking the trend to the exclusivity of the Pals and the special attention this regiment had received over others.21 It was thought that the battalion was elitist and undeserving of the grand send-off that they had had, when so many other battalions had left without any significant ceremony. The Pals, in training at Colsterdale, had developed a reputation for being a ‘featherbed battalion’, a slur on the middle-class, office-based origins of the men serving with the Pals.




Leeds Bantams


The Lord Mayor of Leeds raised another volunteer battalion on 8 December 1914. This new unit was the 17th Battalion of the (Prince of Wales’ Own) West Yorkshire Regiment. They were referred to at the time as the 2nd Leeds Pals, but quickly became known as the Leeds Bantams. These men were under 5ft 4in in height, and many had been previously refused at recruitment offices on this basis. Many had worked in the mills of Holbeck and initially their drilling took place on Holbeck Moor.





Recruitment continued into 1915 with Colonel Stead and his team employing differing techniques to fulfil recruitment requirements, both in terms of numbers and the type of recruit. On 1 June 1915, Stead successfully gained new recruits by speaking to the crowds gathered at a cricket match in Headingley. Later that month the Pals were themselves involved in the recruitment effort, when a march was organised from Ripon to Leeds, with the Pals dressed smartly in full military dress. The joyful young Leeds men who had volunteered to fight for their country some ten months prior were barely recognisable; their time in training at Colsterdale had convincingly transformed them into definite military men. The march was successful and gained a further eighty recruits for the battalion.22


Trying to recruit spectators at sporting matches was a popular strategy to gain new recruits and was adopted throughout Britain. Nearby, in Barnsley, Mr Joseph Hewitt, the original commander of the First Barnsley Battalion, utilised a sporting crowd to raise awareness in the early days of the war for the recently announced Barnsley Pals. During a football match between Barnsley and Grimsby he addressed the crowds, pointing out that whilst they were enjoying that day’s match, their fellow townsmen were fighting at the front, a tactic that indeed attracted a few members from the crowd to enlist after the game.23 In Leeds this strategy had a proven track record of success as, in early September 1914, the Lord Mayor had announced to the crowds of a Leeds United v. Fulham match the arrival of the Leeds Pals battalion. This effort alone encouraged some 200 men to sign up for the duration of the war.24


The tramcar was still used in 1915, more determinedly than before. The stops on the route had become more frequent, with many potential soldiers being attested on board before being hurried down to the city centre to pass medical examinations.25 In July 1915, recruitment for the Leeds Pals Battalion formally ended. Any new soldiers that might be needed for the Pals’ ranks would be enlisted through a more centralised system.


From the autumn of 1915, recruitment in Britain changed from being reliant on volunteer enlistment to a new scheme, introduced by the same man who had strongly supported the Pals scheme; Lord Derby. The Derby Scheme was designed to determine whether the war effort could be sustained on volunteer recruits or whether conscription would be needed to meet the demand for new soldiers. While the Derby Scheme was not intended as a forceful method of gaining recruits, it was designed to be more intrusive than the posters and adverts used during the opening year of the war. The scheme was introduced to the public through a committee who handed letters from Derby to any eligible young man, outlining the country’s situation against Germany and that it was their duty to aid in the effort. Many men enlisted as soon as the scheme had been announced, rather than waiting to be confronted in the street. From this point onwards, new recruits were allocated a regiment as opposed to self-selecting to enlist with their townsmen. However, as the Derby Scheme failed to gather enough new recruits by 1916, a new, more forceful policy was introduced: conscription.26 This change in recruitment procedure during the war highlights the significance of the original 1st Leeds Pals, as opposed to the Pals that followed after conscription in 1916. In the initial year and a half of the war, Leeds men had joined up together and thus could call themselves the 1st City of Leeds Battalion in good faith. From the introduction of the Derby Scheme and then full conscription in 1916, however, losses to the Leeds Pals were replaced from across the country, thus the original connotation of the ‘Pals’ battalion was diluted throughout the war, thereby further strengthening the bond and camaraderie of the initial recruits to the Pals.





______________________
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TRAINING THE PALS


BY TIM LYNCH


Respectable young men were reluctant to throw in their lot with the ‘licentious soldiery’ until Sir Henry Rawlinson, Director of Recruiting, gained permission to establish a whole battalion drawn from a specific line of work to ensure that they would be able to serve, as he put it, ‘among friends’. The model created by the resulting 10th ‘Stockbroker’s’ Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers proved popular and was quickly copied around the country. In Liverpool, Lord Derby began recruiting a ‘Pals’ battalion with an advert that emphasised that the battalion would be for ‘young business men’ and explicitly stated that ‘no undesirables’ would be accepted. The idea was that the War Office would provide weapons and other items but that local citizens would meet the costs of raising and maintaining the battalion until it was formally adopted into the army at the end of its basic training.




Victorian Soldiery


During Queen Victoria’s reign the British Empire had spread across the globe, establishing military garrisons to maintain control over the local populations and protect British business interests as far afield as the Caribbean and China. As a result, the British army evolved a regimental system designed to meet the need for small, independent units able to operate far from home with the minimum of support. A typical regiment at the turn of the twentieth century comprised two battalions, each of around 1,000 men, alternating between ‘home’ service in the UK or Ireland and ‘overseas’ in one of the outposts of empire, most typically in bases across India. From 1880, in an effort to improve recruitment, regiments were re-organised to create local ‘county’ regiments with a regimental depot based in the regiment’s designated county. Acting as the administrative hub, these regimental depots housed a third reserve battalion whose job it was to keep the first and second up to strength by recruiting and training replacements for men who had completed their service.





As we have seen, on 1 September 1914 the Yorkshire Post announced that J. Walter Stead, a Leeds solicitor and former commander of the 7th Battalion of the Leeds Rifles, had contacted the local Territorial Association for permission to raise a new battalion of Leeds men for Kitchener’s Army. The next day, Mayor Edward Brotherton told the monthly meeting of the Leeds Corporation that a telegram had arrived giving the War Office permission to begin recruiting. This would be, Brotherton assured the councillors, at his own expense – an estimated £6,000. Immediately, hopes were raised that membership of the planned battalion would be limited to men of the local business community but a committee quickly formed to oversee the recruitment of ‘non-manual’ workers into the Leeds City Battalion. On 28 September the Yorkshire Evening Post reported that there were ‘misconceptions as to the purpose of the two workers battalions which the Lord Mayor and Alderman Wilson are raising in Leeds’. The article goes on to state the applicants’ names were actively being passed on to the Territorials. In effect there was no attempt to actually form another Pals battalion, but to encourage recruitment into what had long been working-class battalions.
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Invitation to civic dinner held in honour of Leeds Pals. (Copyright Leeds Museums & Galleries)
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Menu for dinner. Copyright David Owen.
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Leeds Pals recruits in August 1914. (Copyright Leeds Museums & Galleries)


On 3 September, Victoria Hall in Leeds Town Hall was opened for recruiting. By 9 p.m. over 500 men had enlisted and two days later, on 5 September, the Yorkshire Post was able to begin publishing the names of 1,275 volunteers who had come forward.1


To organise the volunteers, Colonel Stead needed to find men to act as officers – a difficult task in an entire battalion recruited from the sort of men usually regarded by the army as officer material. In a situation unthinkable in the pre-war regular army, the Michaelmas term edition of the Wakefield Grammar School magazine recorded that Colonel Stead and no fewer than eight of his lowest ranking soldiers were all alumni of the school.2 Many of the eager recruits had served some time with their University Officer Training Corps (UOTC) but the pool of men with any real military background was small. Among the most experienced men available were Joseph Poignant, a twelve-year veteran of the Swedish navy, and Charles Wilson, who had served eleven years in the Leeds-based part-time Royal Engineers Volunteer Company.3 None had led troops in battle.


Finding accommodation was another headache for the authorities. At first the volunteers had to be sent home to await instructions until a base could be found – fortunately it was not long in coming. The rapid expansion of the industrial towns of the West Riding during the nineteenth century had increased demand for reliable water supplies and by 1901 Leeds was estimated to need at least 15 million gallons per day. To manage the problem, the Leeds Corporation made plans to build three reservoirs in the Dales: at Colsterdale, Leighton and Healey at a cost of £2,200,000. Work on the first of these, Leighton, finally began in 1904 and a temporary village housing up to 1,000 workers and families had been constructed on a site known as Breary Banks in Colsterdale.


As work started, it was quickly discovered that the original plans were riddled with mistakes and the area itself was unsafe for the construction of a reservoir because of the old coal and lead mines. Despite this, Breary Banks continued to house workers during the construction of Leighton reservoir and work was still going on when war broke out. Having spent a great deal of money on the land around the camp, the Corporation decided to make use of it to house their newly formed Pals battalion and on 16 September Colonel Stead informed the newspapers that the battalion was to head to Colsterdale for training.


Volunteers with practical skills were sent ahead as an advance party to prepare the camp for the arrival of the main body. Recruits with backgrounds in construction were put to work maintaining and expanding the camp, those with retail skills put to work organising the stores and cooks were selected to ensure the men would be adequately fed. Once the practical and logistical problems were sorted out, the remaining recruits received orders to join the battalion for the train journey up to Masham and the 6-mile march to Breary Banks.


Arriving at the camp in late September, the battalion set about organising itself. Groups of friends formed themselves into platoons and companies and settled into their new accommodation, many seeing it as an extension of the Scout camps they had enjoyed just a few years before and letters home show an atmosphere of excitement as the men set out on their great adventure. Private Arthur Pearson recalled how ‘men who had any experience of drill and discipline in the Boys’ Brigade, Boy Scouts etc. were asked to step forward and see what sort of army NCOs they might make. “Some are born to greatness – some have greatness thrust upon them” – and some members of the battalion who stepped forward as embryo NCOs climbed the giddy heights to even become Generals.’4
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Breary Banks. (Copyright David Owen)
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Colsterdale Huts 1914–15. (Copyright David Owen)




Underage recruitment in Colsterdale


Harold Brown was born in Ossett and at the outbreak of war was still at school. Aged 16 in 1914, he was too young to enlist. However, enlist he did, joining the Leeds Pals in Colsterdale whilst aged only 17. He survived the attack on 1 July 1916 and remained in the Leeds Pals. The re-strengthened battalion saw further action in 1917 and Harold was reported missing after the attack on Oppy Wood on 3 May. His body was never recovered and he is commemorated on the Arras Memorial.





It was now up to Colonel Stead and his team to oversee the prescribed six months of training required to turn their keen civilians into trained soldiers. Following the guidelines set down in the War Office manual ‘Infantry Training’,5 a recruit was expected to receive a course that included the development of a ‘soldierly spirit’ through lectures on subjects as diverse as regimental history and the ‘immediate physical and material advantages of moderation and sobriety’, as well as instruction in barrack and camp duties including learning about orders and regulations, and even ‘care of feet’.


A scattering of ageing senior NCOs brought out of retirement provided much-needed guidance on how to implement the course but they needed reliable men to help bring some semblance of order to the battalion as they began the process of turning young businessmen into soldiers. Private Clifford Hollingworth later recalled:




…we had no NCOs, no Lance Corporals and Corporals. They’d Sergeants, Reserve men forty or fifty years of age you see, but they knew the job. So we’d to find some NCOs. Mind you, it didn’t just happen to the Leeds Pals, it happened all over because they’d a million men in no time, you know, and it takes some working. Anyway, if they’d gone through a teacher’s course and got their diploma as being a teacher of Swedish Drill, then they were promoted to unpaid Lance-Corporal, which after three months was made paid Lance-Corporal – they got another threepence per day or something like that. But that was the nucleus of the NCOs of our battalion. Bobby Bland – he was a school teacher, Waterhouse ‘Bucket’ – he was a school teacher, Spencer – he was a school teacher. All these teachers, they knew how to give orders for Swedish Drill – leg, neck, arm, trunk, leg [it] was most important to get people fit.6





‘Swedish Drill’ had been introduced to the school curriculum as a form of gymnastic exercise after complaints had been raised about the use of military drill in the late nineteenth century. To ensure discipline in the classroom, schools had been encouraged to purchase (at just tuppence each) copies of a short Manual of Elementary Military Exercise and Drill, while Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Schools had recommended that around two hours of drill training per week ‘for not more than twenty weeks in the year’ should be carried out in school time or even at Saturday morning sessions – each of which would count towards the infamous ‘Dunce’s Certificate’ awarded after a specified number of hours of school attendance. By 1875, like many others around the country, the board schools of the West Riding had embraced the need for boys to be disciplined through drill lessons. In 1892 a report by the Chief Inspector of Schools shows that Leeds Education Board had taken on a full-time Military Drill Instructor. He visited each school once a fortnight preparing pupils for annual field days at which schools competed for banners awarded for the best drill displays.


While many argued the need to create discipline in order to manage schools, others grew concerned about the increasingly militaristic tone of the training. Parliament debated the possibility of providing formal military training as part of the curriculum, with weapons training using wooden rifles from the age of 4. Only the potential impact on the already restricted education of half-timer children, who split their days between work and school, caused the government to shelve the idea and schools instead began to adopt ‘Swedish Drill’ as a non-military way of providing both discipline and exercise. In the coming weeks, a knowledge of drill learned either as a teacher or through school, Scouts, the Boys’ Brigade, Church Lads’ Brigade or some other organisation would stand them in good stead as they got down to work.


Traditionally, military drill was taught by tough, no-nonsense Sergeants or the dreaded Sergeant Major, yet in this battalion of well brought up young men, Arthur Pearson recalled one of the new NCOs issuing the order to ‘form fours, please’, to the dismay of the ex-regulars supervising the lesson. In the coming weeks, drill would be an essential part of their everyday lives, fully one third of the time allocated to training for the first ten weeks of the course was devoted solely to being on the parade ground. ‘We learned to know our left hand from our right,’ wrote Pearson, ‘even after being turned and as you were’d from all directions’.7 Once a crucial way of moving troops around a battlefield, even today drill remains a large part of the training of every new recruit. As well as building stamina, each recruit needs to learn to work as part of a team and to show instant obedience to orders because the battlefield is no place for a committee. So, hour after hour, the recruits marched back and forth, left and right across the bleak and lumpy parade ground on the edge of Breary Banks.


Writing in 1915, Captain A.H. Atteridge explained what the army was trying to achieve:




Once the idea of training a soldier was to try and make a machine of him. He used to be told that his business was not to think, but to do what he was told and let other people do the thinking for him. But our drill books of today lay it down that the object of training must be to bring out all that is best in the man. To develop a soldierly spirit, to appeal to his sense of honour, and to make him proud to bear toil and privation…8





For Arthur Pearson, hours spent ‘square bashing’ did exactly that. Remembering years later how Colonel Stead could ‘move the whole lot of us – (I almost said ‘mob’ but we were fast becoming more than that) as though he were drilling a platoon, wheeling and turning more like soldiers every day.’9


The sense of feeling more like soldiers every day was crucial because the Leeds Pals certainly didn’t look the part. A national shortage of khaki uniforms meant that each man was paid an allowance to supply his own clothing until uniforms could be supplied. Items were often received in batches according to size so that one man might have a tunic worn with civilian trousers, another might have a cap and so on. It was not until late November that most had a recognisable uniform to wear, but at least they were spared the infamous ‘Kitchener Blues’ – a stopgap uniform of surplus Post Office serge that saw proud volunteers mistaken for postmen or even convicts by civilians watching them pass by.


Alongside parade drill, physical training was another major part of the recruit course. The battalion had taken its volunteers from non-manual occupations and getting them physically fit would take some effort. Time was even needed to harden the feet of men used to wearing shoes, so they could cope with the heavy hobnailed army boots. ‘Hopping around a field, first on one leg and then on another,’ reported the Yorkshire Post on 28 September 1914, ‘may seem almost a ridiculous procedure and one very far remote from the supreme object of killing Germans, but it has a very real place in the long preparations of the true soldier and the Leeds men are taking it up with enthusiasm, as a course of training which they recognise is good for them.’ Exercise, fresh air and a steady, if monotonous, diet of army food meant that, later in the war, studies showed recruits gained an average of two inches in height and a stone in weight during their basic training, especially those from poorer areas. Even the specially selected Leeds Pals recruits reported how quickly they felt themselves improving physically.


One useful way to increase stamina was the route march. These seemingly endless hikes up hill and down dale were led by officers on horseback who, not surprisingly, had a slightly different idea of what constituted a reasonable distance. At first, they looked more like a Sunday stroll than a military formation on the move and it was not unknown for rest breaks to be taken conveniently near a pub. As time went on uniforms, equipment and rifles added to the burden but 20 miles stopped being a marathon and became the norm. As well as teaching the men how to maintain the steady rhythm that would carry them for mile after mile, route marching also taught the Pals a lesson known to generations of soldiers – their equipment was provided by the lowest bidder. Although they had all been issued boots, they were given the cheapest on offer, provided not by a local manufacturer but by merchants who bought them cheaply from the Midlands and charged just 10 shillings (50p) per pair. Very soon after delivery, the boots began to fall apart, revealing heels stuffed with paper pulp. Better boots were needed to keep them marching.
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Colsterdale route march. (Copyright David Owen)


Drill and physical training would take up a large part of the recruits’ training time for the whole of the six-month course but gradually other lessons were brought in. Weapons training, still known to the British Army as ‘musketry’, was supposed to begin in the first week with ten hours of instruction, although rifles themselves were not to be issued until week three. That, too, was a problem for the Pals since there was an understandable shortage of rifles to be had and they had to be content with non-firing ‘Drill Purpose’ weapons shared between them. By January, the battalion of 1,000 men could muster just 400 obsolete Lee-Metford rifles so that at least they could learn the basics of marksmanship on the ranges improvised further up Colsterdale.


In January 1915, two ex-regular army officers joined the battalion and training in night operations and fieldcraft began. Men learned how to navigate, judge distances and pass messages, and about the different tactics to be used for attack and defence. The duties of guards were explained and practice trenches were dug using the small ‘entrenching tool’ each man carried in his field kit. Finally, in week eighteen, the men began five hours per week of instruction in bayonet fighting.


It has been said that the British Army had a fetish for the bayonet and certainly the amount of time devoted to it (five hours per week for the last ten weeks of training) suggests that it was given an inordinate amount of importance, but the fact was that the bayonet had – and still has – an important place on the battlefield. A soldier could only carry a certain amount of ammunition for his rifle and once that was used up, the rifle would be almost useless. By using the bayonet, a soldier could continue fighting as long as he could stand. Using special dummy rifles with a club-like fitting to simulate the bayonet, men drilled for hours, learning to thrust, parry and charge with the bayonet until the time came for the last test of the recruit – the assault on an enemy position, with his opponents represented by sacks hung from wooden frames. Each group would be timed and marked for their speed and aggression in attack. If a man could be trained to kill with the bayonet at a distance of only a couple of feet, he could be relied upon to fulfil the infantryman’s prime goal of closing with the enemy and destroying him.


After a bleak winter on the moors, the battalion had changed. No longer were they young men used to a sedentary lifestyle in warm offices and comfortable homes; they had become a strong, fit and disciplined military unit. By May 1915 the young businessmen of Leeds had learned what they needed to be accepted as trained soldiers. They were no longer a ragtag group in suits but smart, efficient soldiers proudly wearing khaki. Around 100 men had already left the battalion, mostly to obtain commissions in other regiments, but the Leeds Pals had achieved their goal and had been accepted by the War Office to join the 93rd Brigade of the 31st Division alongside their counterparts from Bradford and Durham. The battalion left Breary Banks to march to their new home in Ripon where, as Arthur Pearson put it, ‘we were really and truly caught up in the military machine’. The easy discipline of Breary Banks was gone, replaced by hordes of military policemen keen to catch the slightest mistake in dress or behaviour and to enforce regular army ideas on these amateurs.
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Detail of 1907 pattern Wilkinson bayonet, with post-1913 cross guard, to fit a short magazine Lee Enfield bolt-action rifle. (Copyright Leeds Museums & Galleries)




Private John Ellis


After attending Ossett Grammar School, John was employed by his grandfather’s business, Westwood Colliery, as a labourer – perhaps with the idea that he would work his way up. John enlisted in Ripon in 1915, aged 22. He survived the Battle of the Somme, but was killed near the village of Gavrelle in 1917. His body was never found and he is remembered on the Arras Memorial.





It would not be until September that the majority of the battalion were able to complete their musketry training and by then new weapons were appearing on the battlefield. The use of hand grenades had to be taught and measures against gas discussed. Gradually, though, larger and more complicated field exercises combining the battalions of the brigade with artillery support brought rumours of an impending move to France, rumours that grew stronger with a move of the brigade to Fovant in Wiltshire. On 11 November 1915 each man was issued with an identity disc and 120 rounds of ammunition ready for embarkation to France.


By now, though, the seasoned trained soldiers of the Leeds Pals knew better than to believe the rumours. Twenty-four hours later the move was cancelled. The Leeds Pals were not heading for a bleak winter in France but a rather warmer introduction to the war. Ready and eager to chase the Germans out of France, instead the Pals were tasked with guarding the Suez Canal.
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Postcard from Fovant Camp. (Copyright David Owen)
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Leeds Pals Cap Badge. (Copyright Leeds Museums & Galleries)
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Civic crest featured on plates produced by Leeds Corporation. (Copyright Leeds Museums & Galleries)




The Leeds Pals Cap Badge was designed specifically for the 15th Battalion of the West Yorkshire Regiment to wear. It was paid for by Sir Edward Brotherton and was intended to give the recruits a special identity, bearing the coat of arms of the city, with owls and the motto Pro Rege et Lege (For King and Law).








______________________
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PALS INTO ACTION


BY PETER TAYLOR


The year 1915 was coming to a close and with it the Leeds Pals’ time at training camp at Fovant, Wiltshire. Their training was almost complete, and what remained could really only be learned on the job. The battalion was ready to go and face the enemy. The rumours, and probably the hopes of the men, had made them imagine they would be setting out for France. However, on 6 December when the transport section boarded HMS Shropshire at Devonport, it became clear that they were headed not to France, but for Egypt. The remainder of the battalion sailed the following day from Liverpool on the Empress of Britain, together with boxes of pith helmets.1


To Egypt


The voyage to Egypt had proved an ordeal for the travellers. They sailed down through the Bay of Biscay and then into the Straits of Gibraltar. Two days later, zig-zagging without lights across the Mediterranean to avoid submarines, they ran down a French steamship, the Dajurjura, and cut it in half. One Leeds Pal, Harold Hartley, recorded the incident in his diary:




Monday December 13th


…all went well till 11:58 – when crash – men are flung out of their hammocks and we think we are torpedoed – we rammed a French mail boat which sank in quick time. The ship is in total darkness and the chill moanful blast of the syren makes the blood creep. We took off 54 of the crew including two ladies, who showed all the men up for pluck. 1 of the crew was killed and 1 drowned. We proceed under full steam for Malta making water fast at the bows.2





They reached the supply station at Valletta, Malta, the following day, where repairs were made to the bows, and on the 17th they sailed again, narrowly avoiding more torpedoes from German submarines that were lying in wait. They landed at Port Said on 21 December, and were assigned to guarding the Suez Canal. There were fears that the Turks would try to overrun the canal and cut Britain’s link with India, but despite a number of scares, in the end the Turks were beaten back quite easily.




Submarine warfare was a key part of German and Austrian naval strategy. In 1914 Austrian U-boats attacked the French Navy. The first submarines of the Imperial German Navy arrived in the Mediterranean in April 1915. German submarines were known as U-boats (shortened and anglicised from das Unterseeboot). The first U-boat to arrive was U-21, which on 27 May sunk the battleships HMS Triumph and HMS Majestic. Submarine warfare led to the sinking of over 1,500 military, mercantile and civilian ships during the war.





During this time the Pals had their first casualty on active service, not as the result of enemy action, but by accident. A party of men had just returned from a patrol, and Private Joe Prince was cleaning his rifle. Unfortunately, he had failed to make sure that the breech was clear, and he accidentally shot Private Edward Wintle, who was fatally wounded.3 Wintle was buried at Kantara.




Private Edward Wintle’s accidental killing (and other incidents) were probably due to a lack of experience and familiarity with weapons and live ammunition. Egypt was the Pals’ first experience of active service and very different from training, even if they were on a live range. Private Joe Prince was court-martialled, but the charges were dropped and procedures for rifle-cleaning were changed to try to prevent it happening again.





A few days later, two more Pals were injured while being shown an automatic pistol that one of their comrades had bought. These injuries and Wintle’s death, after Private George Colcroft’s in England in 1914, brought the seriousness of war closer.4


For others, at least part of their time in Egypt was fun. Private Bell wrote that on one occasion the whole battalion marched down to the Beach at Port Said and ‘played in the warm waters of the Mediterranean, needless to say without bathing costumes’. Private Ernest Appleyard’s much briefer diary recorded swimming in the Suez Canal, as well as enjoying cigarettes, chocolates and books thrown to them from a passing Post Office steamer, along with band concerts and football matches. Appleyard was later to be awarded the Military Medal (MM) for bravery in France. However, on a less cheerful note, on 6 January 1916 all their Christmas post was lost when The Persia capsized.


Towards the end of February 1916 rumours abounded that they would soon be sent to France. This time they were correct. On 1 March the battalion boarded a train to travel to Port Said. From there they went by ship, the Ascania, to France, and landed at Marseilles on 8 March. Private William Alexander Poll wrote about the trip to his sweetheart, after their arrival in France:




Dearest


Still another in hope that one at least will reach you. This is the boat we came across in. Only a small one but a floating palace compared with the other ship. We were not crowded, had good grub and decent voyage without incident. Didn’t stop anywhere so couldn’t write on board ship. Give my best love to all sorry. Love always Willie.5
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Leeds Pals at Kantara. (Copyright David Owen)
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Christmas dinner card from Port Said, 1915. (Copyright David Owen)


On arrival at Marseilles, another train took them to Pont Remy, and a 12-mile march followed to their barracks. They were now within sound of the guns.6


In France


Now the pace began to quicken. On 29 March they went into the trenches for the first time, and early in April began receiving their steel helmets. On 24 April they relieved the Bradford Pals in the front-line trenches, and two days later Sergeant Clifford Brooke was wounded, their first casualty by enemy action in France; he was subsequently killed in action on 1 July at Serre. The Pals’ first casualty in France was Corporal Frank Boycott, who was accidentally shot in the leg and died soon afterwards. They were now subject to ‘normal wastage’, the death and wounding to be expected simply from service in the trenches. The following night two men were killed and nine wounded, one of whom died soon after he was brought in, while another, Lieutenant Arthur Wardle, became the first Pals officer to die, having only arrived in France five days earlier.7


From early May until the 19th of that month they were out of the trenches, apparently moving fairly erratically from one billet to another, and then they were back, relieving the Bradford Pals again. On Monday 22 May came their first major close encounter with the enemy.
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24 April 1916: They relieved the
Bradford Pals in the front-line
trenches, and two days later Sergeant
Clifford Brooke was wounded, their
first casualty In France. They were
now subject to ‘normal wastage’, the
death and wounding to be expected
from service in the trenches.
Throughout the British Army this was
estimated at about 7,000 a day. The fol-
lowing night two men were killed and
nine wounded, one of whom died soon
after he was brought in, while another,
Lieutenant Wardle, became the first
Pals officer to die, having only arrived
in the country five days earlier.

30 June 1916: Pals begin march to
assembly trenches. At 16:00 German
barrage falls directly on assembly
trenches. There are several casualties,
including Corporal Kilner, who was
wounded in his right wrist. A cricketer, he
was a left-handed bowler for Yorkshire.

5 July 1916: Battalion relieved,

and an estimated forty-seven men
marched out. 233 men listed as
killed in action or permanently di
bled on 1 July on alphabetical lis
(see Appendix). One of those killed
was Horace Iles, aged only 16.

9 April-16 May 1917: Battle of Arras.
Once again the Pals suffered heavy
casualties. It is estimated that they lost
between sixteen and twenty officers,
and between 400 and 700 other ranks,
killed wounded or missing.

22 May 1916: Night wiring party, first
close encounter with enemy. Private
Jogendra Nath Sen killed.

Lieutenant Oland, MC, and Lance
Corporal Joe Clark, MM, are first to be
awarded gallantry medals.

June 1916: Training begins
for the Battle of the Somme.

1July 1916: The Leeds Pals’ aim
during the Battle of the Somme was
to capture Serre. About 07:20 leading
waves of C & D Companies climbed
out of trenches and lay down to wait.
At 07:30 10 and 13 platoons climbed
over the parapet to advance. German
guns opened up. First reports said
only seventy-two survivors. This later
proved untrue.

February 1917: Germans withdraw
to Hindenburg Line. Various bodies
from the battalion found as Leeds
Pals advanced. Among those found
were Captain George Whitaker,

and Lieutenant Robert Tolson and
Lieutenant Major Booth.
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7 August 1914: Kitchener’s call to
arms published in the press, asking for
100,000 men to join the armed forces.
Thousands of men responded during
August and joined existing territorial
units. These included the 7" and 8"
Battalions of the (Prince of Wales’ Own)
West Yorkshire Regiment, known as the
Leeds Rifles. The target was achieved
within two weeks. The original Leeds
recruiting office was in the basement of
a house in Hanover Square. It quickly
proved to be quite inadequate and the
new tramway depot in Swinegate was
used instead, until a purpose-built
office opened in City Square.

23 August 1914: 104,510 men had
joined the colours nationally.

31 August 1914: Lieutenant-Colonel
Walter Stead applied to War Office for
permission to raise a battalion

from the City of Leeds.

4 August 1914: War declared on
Germany by Great Britain.

Special meeting of Leeds City Council
called, at which Lord Mayor Edward
Brotherton pledged half his capital and
all of his income to the country.

12 August 1914: The City of London
requested to raise a battalion of
stockbrokers, to become part of the
Royal Fusiliers (City of London
Regiment). This was a Pals’ battalion
in all but name.

28 August 1914 Kitchener called
for another 100,000 recruits. This is
achieved by early September.

Lord Derby gave a speech in Liverpool
putting forward the idea of a ‘pals’
battalion’ in which recruits could be
certain of serving with their friends,
neighbours, workmates or members of
the same club or society. The result was
the Liverpool Pals.
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7 December 1917: The Leeds Pals were
amalgamated with the Leeds Bantams,
forming the 15/17 Battalion of the
(Prince of Wales” Own) West Yorkshire
Regiment. Thirteen days later, their first
Victoria Cross was awarded to Private
William Boynton Butler for conspicuous
bravery in the trenches.

28 June 1918: The Pals attacked once
more, part of Operation Borderland,
and this time they kept going. This was
part of a general advance of the allied
armies, involving an attack by the 92"
and 93" Brigades on La Becque.

11 November 1918: At the eleventh
hour, an armistice came into force. The
fighting of the Great War was over and it
was time to try to build peace once more,

21 March 1918: Start of the Spring

Offensive by the German Army ,
[~ aiming to end the war. This proved

disastrous for the battalion.

9 November 1918: The Kaiser’s

| abdication was announced, though
it was not formalised until the end
of the month.






OEBPS/images/f0018-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0033-01.png
/f.“;@n%//iw/. new //‘% 3 Ctom Wt Sorkotire. /h)//m/m/
J 1 Lowds Rallisllrnry

%/m /eﬁ ////M// O//w } m/Aﬁ//m/ Bt P
/mi filbssrre iy ennting

Pz ,/(ﬂ/nwf (I/,//{r Totwn ,/4// / s,
o Hedosddiny, 20 //47 als 630 prem

UNIFORM OR MORNING DRESS

Sase paply 15
Pl Aithor WL 2y, é
Galoortly Gl Gors, L





OEBPS/images/f0033-02.png
15K Foatt. [ Picince of Walis Cuen) Wet /ym
[Hat Lacdit)

MENU

Sulmon, Mayonaise Sauce,

Veal and Ham Pie.

Steak and Kiduey Pic.

Cald Lamb and Mint Sauce.
Cold Ribs of Beef
Turkey and Ham,

Salads Various,
Stewed Frait
Fruit Tarte.  Custard
“Wine Jelles. Creams.

43 Cheese Biscuits

Tea and Cofee.

May 21am. 1919,






OEBPS/xhtml/nav.xhtml




Contents





		Title



		Copyright



		Contents



		The Leeds Pals Timeline



		Introduction Lucy Moore and Tim Lynch



		1 Becoming Pals Sian Hibbert



		2 Training the Pals Tim Lynch



		3 Pals into Action Peter Taylor



		4 Jogendra Nath Sen Lucy Moore



		5 Pals in the Cage: Leeds Pals as Prisoners of War Peter Taylor



		6 Discipline, Crime and Punishment David Owen



		7 Social and Cultural Life of the Leeds Pals Jane Luxton



		8 The Leeds Bantams John Sigsworth and Jane Luxton



		9 Decorated Pals David Owen



		10 Leeds Pals Association Laura Varley



		Conclusion: A Historical Tour of Leeds



		Appendix: The Leeds Pals: An Alphabetical List



		Sources











Guide





		Cover



		Title



		Contents



		Start











OEBPS/images/f0007-01.png
3 September 1914: Victoria Hall

(in Leeds Town Hall) opened for recruit-
ing to the Leeds Pals. About 8 per cent
of applicants failed the medical, and
some were rejected on grounds of class

ground for officers.

8 December 1914: The Lord Mayor of
Leeds raised a Bantam Battalion of the
West Yorkshire Regiment, the

17" (Service) Battalion. It was also
known as the 2™ Leeds Pals and many
working-class Leeds men joined up
eagerly. Known as Bantams, because
they were all under 5ft 2in, they saw
intense active service during the war.

5 May 1915: J. Walter Stead, first
Colonel of the 15" Battalion of the
(Prince of Wales’ Own) West Yorkshire
Regiment, the Leeds Pals, was
replaced by Stuart C. Taylor.

July 1915: The battalion was up to
strength, and in September they
moved to Fovant, Wiltshire, for final
training before going abroad.

8 February 1916: First casualty of the
Leeds Pals on active service. Edward
Wintle accidentally shot dead by Joe
Prince, who was cleaning his rifle.
Two other men were accidentally
wounded a couple of days later.

29 March 1916: The Leeds Pals went into

the trenches for the first time, and early —

in April began to recieve steel helmets.

13 September 1914: Kitchener requests
100,000 recruits for the third time.

23 September 1914: Advance party
of Leeds Pals set off for Colsterdale to
a training camp there, and the rest of
the battalion followed two days later.

19 November 1914: George Colcroft
died in Seacroft Hospital from compli-
cations ng from rheumatism. His
was the first death in the battalion.

June 1915: The majority of the
battalion moved to Ripon camp. A few
remained at Colsterdale, where they
amalgamated with the reserves from
the Bantams (17" Battalion, 2" Leeds
Pals) to form the 19" Reserve Battalion.

6 December 1915: They sailed for
Egypt, arriving on 22 December, to guard
the Suez Canal. There was the threat

[ ofa Turkish attack to capture the canal

and cut the route to India, but it never
materialised.

1 March 1916: The Leeds Pals left
Egypt for France, where they arrived
on 8 March, to prepare for the Big
Push - a plan to break through
German defences in summer 1916.
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“3'm Thinking of YOU Everpday.”
At FOVANT CAMP. —— A Soldier’s Letter,
T haven't had time to sit down and write,
And thought perhaps you might grieve ;
8o I send you this card just to say I'm alright,
And longing to see you again when on “leave.”
When the Empire’s Call for more men to fight,
For her Honour—in me caused a thrill ;
I felt fight I must or else I should * bust,”
So I'm on Salisbury Plain—hard at drill.
The work it is stiff, for we're ““at it” all day,
And sometimes half of the night ;
But we're hardening to it and getting quite fit,
And thank goodness for “grub” we're alright.
My duty calls me as this picture shows,
o the Front where the fightin’ is done ;
And-when Fovant Cantp Boys get grip on the foe,
There’s no letting go till they've won.
So cheer up, my dear, tho' parted we are,
And though I'm s0 far away ;
My loved ones are ever first in my thoughts,
T'm thinking of YOU everyday.
From (Copyright).
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