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About the Authors


Carol Bobrowsky founded Roebling Stock Farm and raised working dogs and American Quarter Horses from 1966 to 1982. She later established Mulberry Farm kennel in Dutchess County, New York and began raising AKC-registered American Cocker Spaniels and Miniature Schnauzers in the early 1990s.


Jim Gladden joined Mulberry Farm in 1996, primarily as its webmaster. At that time, Carol had become interested in hybrid Poodle crosses, particularly Schnoodles and Cockapoos. She quickly realized that Jim’s master’s degree in biology uniquely qualified him to work with her in developing and refining the Schnoodle hybrid by using her already established Miniature Schnauzer lines. Through their diligent work, Carol and Jim are striving to set the standard for the Schnoodle as a breed.












About Our Cover Dog


Meet Katie von Bow Wow, a one-year-old Schnoodle owned by Catherine and Steve Conrad. Katie was bred by the authors, Carol Bobrowsky and Jim Gladden of Mulberry Farm kennel. Katie’s owners describe her as full of life, friendly and a charmer. She likes to play hard, run, jump and scout around in the back yard, but when she’s finished with her many activities, a favorite of which is playing ball outdoors, she’ll fall asleep in your lap like a little angel. Katie’s favorite treats are Cheerios®.
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Kennel Club Books®, the country’s only major publisher of exclusively dog books, proudly presents its Designer Dog Series™ to celebrate the Schnoodle’s coming-out party. Continuing in its bold effort to produce a unique line of dog books, Kennel Club Books® releases the first ever books on the specific designer dog crossbreeds. The company has also released many Special Limited Editions and Special Rare-Breed Editions on various unusual breeds.


Visit the publisher’s website at www.kennelclubbooks.com to read more about the unique library of books available to dog lovers around the world.
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Schnoodles possess oodles of charm and intelligence—a true designer-dog dream.
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The Schnoodle is a delightful mix of small-breed favorites Miniature Schnauzer crossed with Poodle.










Development of the Schnoodle





The earliest occurrence of the Schnoodle form was most likely a breed developed in England known as the Truffle Dog. General consensus of the literature is that white Toy Poodles (developed by breeding the larger German or French white corded Poodles with the Maltese) were crossed with a small terrier breed to create the Truffle Dog. The sagacious intellect and keen sense of smell common to both the Poodle and terrier breeds, combined with the determined digging skills inherent to most terriers, resulted in a breed that was essentially perfect for sniffing out and unearthing the very valuable “gourmet fungus.”


Because truffles are found in the soil closely associated with only certain species of trees in the wild, truffle hunters had to go wherever such trees were located, often involving trespassing onto (and digging up) restricted property. The white Truffle Dog was especially useful for this task, since “hunting” had to be conducted at night under the cloak of darkness to avoid detection by land owners—and other truffle poachers!


A renaissance in popularity of the Poodle-terrier form came about on the other side of the Atlantic in America in the 1980s. At least one professional dog breeder purposely began crossing pure-bred Miniature Schnauzers with pure-bred Toy or Miniature Poodles to produce first-generation (F1) Schnoodles and later bred unrelated pairs of these hybrids to produce subsequent multi-generational (F2, etc.) breed lines. Although no documentation can be found in printed form regarding the origin and development of this crossbreed, we believe that the first selective breeding of Schnoodles occurred in Minnesota.
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The Lagotto Romagnolo is a modern-day Truffle Dog developed from water dogs in Italy.


Regardless of where the professional breeding and record-keeping of Schnoodles first occurred in the United States, the original goal among the breeders appears to have been to develop an allergy-friendly, mid-sized, long-lived and intelligent dog that was not prone to the health disorders found in many of the pure-bred lines of the Miniature Schnauzer and Poodle. By the late 1990s, Schnoodle popularity had grown noticeably as the Schnoodle was considered to be one of the up-and-coming new “designer” Poodle-mix breeds.
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Intelligent, alert and adorable—just a few of the traits that endear the Schnoodle to many.
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Combining the best of two much-loved breeds…into one irresistible Schnoodle package.










Meet the Schnoodle Parent Breeds





The first Schnoodles documented in the United States were derived from breeding Miniature Schnauzers with Toy or Miniature Poodles. The mere use of adjectives like “miniature” and “toy” in describing parent breeds and/or lines of dogs, however, suggests that a thorough background description of each breed (and their variations) is in order to truly understand the Schnoodle.




[image: image]


Two outstanding breeds result in a handsome hybrid with so much to offer.





SCHNAUZERS


There are three unique breeds of schnauzer: Miniature, Standard and Giant. All three breeds were painstakingly developed from multi-generational lines in the neighboring kingdoms of Württemberg and Bavaria in Germany. The outstanding physical conformation and keenness of the original breed (Standard Schnauzer) was maintained throughout the evolution of the schnauzer breeds that followed.


The Standard Schnauzer, which is the medium-sized breed, dates back as far as the 15th century. As its name implies, this is undoubtedly the oldest, and the prototype, of the three breeds. It is believed that the Standard Schnauzer is the product of crossings of the German Pudel, the old Wirehaired Pinscher and the German Wolfspitz. Although classified as terriers in the American dog-show ring from 1899 to 1945 because of their coat and stance, Standard Schnauzers were transferred to the Working Group after authorities contended that the breed had served as cattle tenders, guard and yard dogs and (occasionally) ratters since the breed’s inception.


Standard Schnauzers range in height from 18 to 20 inches at the withers (17 to 19 inches for females), are square in the proportion of body length to body height and are ruggedly built with respect to both muscle and skeletal frame. Their coat is double, consisting of a harsh, hard and wiry outer coat with a soft undercoat. The breed’s coat colors are pepper-and-salt (or similar equal mixtures) and black. The breed’s nature is a wonderful combination of unusual intelligence, reliability and high-spiritedness.


The Miniature Schnauzer, or “Mini,” originated from the crossing of Affenpinschers with small-sized Standard Schnauzers some time in the mid- to late 19th century. The Mini was recognized as a separate breed in 1899 when it initially appeared in its own show classes in Germany, its native land. Minis first came to the United States in 1925 and have grown steadily in popularity. It’s noteworthy that the American Kennel Club (AKC) appears steadfast in classifying Minis as terriers (unlike their ancestor breed, the Standard Schnauzer), yet several authorities claim that there is no reason for this classification. Regardless, the Miniature Schnauzer has endeared himself to many owners as a delightful, attractive companion, as well as an excellent watchdog.
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The smallest of the schnauzers, the Miniature, is huge in personality and popularity.





Minis range in height from 12 to 14 inches at the withers (the ideal size being 13.5 inches) and resemble their larger cousin, the Standard Schnauzer. Like the Standard, the Mini is large-boned, of sturdy build and nearly square in proportion of body height to length. Miniature Schnauzers also have a double coat consisting of a hard, wiry outer coat and a close undercoat. Coat colors of the Mini are pepper-and-salt, black-and-silver and solid black.
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The Mini’s “Giant” cousin…and the schnauzer original, the Standard.





The Giant Schnauzer, or Reisenschnauzer, is the largest and most recently developed of the three breeds of schnauzer. Before further unearthing this breed’s history, it should be noted that virtually all breeds of dog (including the schnauzers) were developed over time in close relation to the occupations of the dogs’ owners. New breeds were carefully fashioned and nurtured with the primary goal of assisting their owners in their day-to-day lives. Geographic region, climate and living conditions of the owners were also significant factors in breed development.




Allure of Designer Dogs


Poodle mixes, like the Schnoodle, Cockapoo, Labradoodle, Goldendoodle and more, have recently come into the spotlight and are quickly gaining in popularity. Each puppy is unique and offers the benefits of the Poodle heritage: intelligence, an easy-care coat and a nice temperament. The more and more people seek out these mixes, the more the breeders will produce them. One must watch out for poorly bred pups, though, as unscrupulous breeders will eagerly mix their breeding stock to fulfill pet-distributor orders. The designer-dog purchaser needs to be just as careful when purchasing his Poodle cross as he would be if purchasing a pure-bred.
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A desirable designer hybrid, cuddling its way into the hearts and homes of dog lovers across America.








With regards to the origin of Giant Schnauzers, it has been documented that Bavarian cattlemen journeying to Stuttgart, Württemberg, became interested in the Standard Schnauzer and brought some of these powerful, medium-sized dogs back with them to Bavaria. Because the raising and selling of cattle, sheep and other livestock were major occupations in these regions of Germany, it was necessary for these dogs to assist the shepherds in driving their livestock to the marketplace. Bavarians collectively liked the Standard Schnauzer, as the sheepmen and other small-livestock farmers found that this size of herding animal was quite ample for their needs. Cattlemen, however, discovered that they needed a larger breed for driving their cattle over the countryside to market.
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