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DAVID ROSS was born near Glasgow at a very young age. He can trace his family tree back at least to the 1950s. For as long as he can remember he has had a passion for Scotland, its landscape, its traditions and its history. Every free moment is spent stravaiging around historic sites, battlefields and castles. He is a keen motorcyclist, as many X-rays can prove. He is looking forward to all the arguments that will take place in the forthcoming Scottish Parliament, showing that the Scots never change. He is 6ft 5in and naturally blond, although he is developing a distinguished touch of grey around the edges. He also has the audacity to think he looks the business in a kilt. His life is an ongoing quest for the truth, as if personally burdened by the bitter-sweet legacy of Wallace. His favourite current saying is ‘Sorry – can’t stop, I have a country to free’.
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Wallace made Scotland. He is Scotland; he is the symbol of all that is best and purest and truest and most heroic in our national life. You cannot figure to yourself Scotland without Wallace. So long as grass grows green or water runs, or whilst the mist curls through the corries of the hills, the name of Wallace will live.


R B Cunninghame Graham
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East of Scotland sites said to be connected with Wallace


Key to Map A


Ref


A1 Innerwick:Wallace assailed the Earl of Dunbar.


A2 Spott: the Battle of Dunbar fought near here.


A3 Dunbar Castle: attacked by the English after the Sack of Berwick.


A4 Haddington:Wallace and Murray sent a letter from here.


A5 Edinburgh Castle: stained glass window of Wallace in St. Margaret’s Chapel. Statue at castle entrance.


A6 Roslin: Scots won a battle 1303.


A7 Kirkliston: Edward camps.


A8 Linlithgow: Edward camps on Burghmuir before the Battle of Falkirk.


A9 Kinghorn: Alexander III monument.


A10 Dunfermline: Wallace’s mother’s grave.


A11 Lindores: site of battle of Black ‘Ironside’ or Earnside.


A12 Perth: Wallace slays soldiers.


A13 Scone: Wallace attacks Ormsby.


A14 Kilspindie: Wallace stays with uncle.


A15 Dundee: Wallace slays Selbie. Wallace plaque. Wallace schooled here.


A16 Cockleroy Hill: Wallace’s Cradle on the summit.


A17 Torphichen: Scrymgeour letter written.


A18 Stracathro: Edward confronts Balliol in churchyard.


A19 Dunnottar: Wallace captures castle.


A20 Aberdeen: Wallace fires English shipping.


A21 Avoch: cairn marks north rising.


A22 Fortrose: Murray buried here.
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West of Scotland sites said to be connected with Wallace


Key to Map B


Ref


B1 Caerlaverock Castle: besieged by Edward.


B2 Lochmaben: castle taken by Wallace.


B3 Cruggleton Castle: Wallace makes an assault.


B4 Cree Estuary: Edward skirmished with the Scots.


B5 Ayr: The Barns of Ayr. Two Wallace statues.


B6 Auchencruive: a cairn to Wallace.


B7 Monkton: Wallace has a vision in a dream.


B8 Crawford or Lindsay Castle: burnt by Wallace.


B9 Lamington: home of Marion Braidfute.


B10 Biggar: Blind Harry has Wallace in battle.


B11 Quothquan: hill has a Wallace chair.


B12 Lanark: Wallace slew the sheriff. Wallace statue on the church.


B13 Kirkfieldbank: mentioned by Blind Harry. A Wallace oak stood here.


B14 Coalburn: Wallace cave.


B15 Loudoun Hill: Wallace fights battle. Site of Wallace’s cairn.


B16 Riccarton: birthplace of Wallace’s father.‘Bickering Bush’ on Irvine Water


B17 Barnweill Hill: a monument to Wallace stands here.


B18 Elderslie: Wallace monument. Site of Wallace birthplace. Wallace oak and yew.


B19 Port Glasgow: site of tree where Wallace was chained.


B20 Dumbarton Castle: Wallace imprisoned.


B21 Paisley Abbey: Wallace educated. Wallace stained glass window.


B22 Glasgow: Battle of Bell o’ the Brae. Wishart’s tomb, Glasgow Cathedral


B23 Robroyston: Wallace captured 1305. Memorial and Wallace well.


B24 Rutherglen: Harry mentions church here.


B25 Bothwell Castle and Blantyre Priory.


B26 Wallace stone at Riggend.


B27 Dundaff: Sir John the Graham’s castle.


B28 Gargunnock: Wallace attacks peel.


B29 Stirling: Wallace statue in town, Battle of Stirling Bridge


B30 National Wallace Monument.


B31 Dunipace: Wallace raised by his uncle here.


B32 Airth Castle: Wallace rescues his uncle, kills garrison.


B33 Falkirk: site of battle. Several monuments in town. Pillar at Wallace stone.


B34 Glen Ellrig: alternative Falkirk battle site. Standing stone.


B35 Wallace cave on river Avon.


B36 Pass of Brander: Wallace battle.


B37 Ardchattan Priory: Wallace holds council.
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South East of Scotland and Northern England sites said to be connected with Wallace


Key to Map C


Ref


C1 Holm Cultram Abbey in Abbeytown: Edward’s brain and entrails buried. Possibly visited by Wallace.


C2 Burgh by Sands: pillar marks where Edward Longshanks died.


C3 Carlisle Cathedral: Edward here in the days before his death.


C4 Lanercost Priory: visited by both Edward and Wallace.


C5 Hexham: Wallace wrote a letter of protection


C6 Newcastle: Wallace attacked the castle. One quarter of his body was sent here.


C7 Rothbury Forest: Wallace based his men here during the invasion of England.


C8 Alnwick: Wallace attacked the castle during the invasion of England.


C9 Norham Castle: Edward based here.


C10 Berwick: Edward sacked the town in 1296. One quarter of Wallace’s body displayed.


C11 Coldstream: Edward invaded Scotland at the ford.


C12 Dryburgh: giant statue of Wallace on the hillside above the abbey.


C13 Selkirk: ruins of Kirk of the Forest where Wallace was perhaps created guardian.


C14 Caddonlea: where Scottish army mustered before the battle of Dunbar 1296.


C15 Happrew: Wallace defeated during his final years.









Foreword






IN 1998 I WAS lucky enough to attend the launch of the new edition of Blind Harry’s Wallace. This account of the life of William Wallace is the second-biggest selling book ever in Scotland (the biggest being the Bible).


Elspeth King, a noted Wallace-ite, renowed for the excellent work she does in keeping Scotland’s history alive at the Stirling Smith (and before that at the Abbot House in Dunfermline and The People’s Palace in Glasgow) spoke at the launch. During her speech she said that she hoped someone someday would compile a list of all the Wallace-connected places mentioned in Blind Harry’s work and elsewhere. This struck a chord in me.


As a teenager I became fascinated by the Scottish Wars of Independence (mostly Nigel Tranter’s doing), and when I turned seventeen and purchased my first motorcycle, I started visiting the sites I had been reading about in history books. Although many bikes have come and gone, it never occurred to me that while I was enjoying myself, I was also amassing quite a bit of information. So, when Elspeth spoke about someone compiling a place list, I thought, ‘I could do that’. This book is the result of my efforts.


Over the years, as my understanding of Scotland has grown, I have watched attitudes change in this little far-flung corner of Europe. We used to blunder along in Scotland like people who had lost their collective memory. But there seems to be a new awareness, a new dawning in the Scots, and no-one seems surprised any more when I tell them I am interested in Scotland’s history, because so many people now are. It is not just the past which interests me, but I feel it is difficult to know your destination if you don’t know where you came from.


Meanwhile, I will continue to enjoy the hilly countryside and the twisting turning roads that are so enjoyable on two wheels. I just wish it wasn’t so bloody wet and cold.


David R Ross


January 1999









CHAPTER 1


The Reality


WALLACE STEPPED FROM OBLIVION onto the pages of our history books a fully-grown man. Early in 1297, he slew the Sheriff of Lanark, and the spark of rebellion was ignited. Young men of like mind flocked to his banner. He joined forces with Andrew Murray, who had sparked a similar rebellion in the north of Scotland, and together they defeated an English army at Stirling Bridge; unfortunately Murray was wounded during the battle and he died later that year. Wallace went on to invade northern England, but was beaten back by the early onset of a hard winter. He returned to Scotland and was created Guardian.


In the following year, Edward Plantagenet, ‘Longshanks’, King of England, brought his army north, to teach the Scots a lesson. The two armies met on a hillside near Falkirk where, after a bloody battle, the Scots were defeated with great losses. Wallace resigned the Guardianship, and from then until his capture seven years later, the details of his life are sketchy. It is known that he went to France, and perhaps to Rome, to plead Scotland’s case to the Pope. On his return home, he fought against increasingly overwhelming odds. His last action of which we have a record, was a skirmish at ‘Black Ironside’ in September 1304. He was captured near Glasgow in August 1305 and taken to London where he was barbarously executed.


These scant details are all we really have to tell us the story of Wallace’s life. Copies of letters Wallace issued during his brief Guardianship have survived, and these, at least, give us some insight into the man and his whereabouts when they were written. Most of the extra factual details are gleaned from English records or chronicles; for instance, the record of his trial tells of his slaying of the Sheriff of Lanark. Everything else we know comes from later chronicles, folktales, and the work of Blind Harry.


Blind Harry lived in the 1400s and wrote an epic poem extolling the virtues of Wallace. Much of it is based on reality, but much is fantasy. It has been ignored by most historians as there are no other documents to back it up, but it is an essential tool in letting us see how the ordinary Scot has viewed Wallace down the ages. The fact that many old histories, records and gazetteers make reference to the work of Harry shows just how popular this book has been with generations of Scots over the centuries.


In reality, there are two William Wallaces – the Wallace of history and the Wallace of legend. They have combined to become a symbol of hope for Scots down through the ages. And not only Scots. Throughout the world many people who cherish the concept of freedom have adopted Wallace or his ideals.


What I have set out to do in this book is take the bare bones of the historical Wallace’s life and flesh them out with the Wallace of legend to give a picture of the life of this remarkable man. It will also act as a guide book, which people with an interest in Wallace can use to discover where incidents in his life took place, and even visit them. But, most of all, I hope that it will encourage others to follow and build on the research that I have done so far.


In the text, where I am giving hard facts, I will state that this is so. Similarly, when relating folktales or legend, I will point this out. Some of the stories come from people who live near certain sites linked to Wallace and have passed on local legend to me, and others are mere conjecture: I hope the difference will be obvious. A few of the stories have very tenuous links indeed with the reality of Wallace, but the fact that people believe, or at least know of, them means that they are worth recording, even if just to see how Wallace is viewed at the very end of the 20th century. Perhaps in the future new evidence will come to light to back up some of the more exotic tales.


Whatever the truth of the stories, Wallace died for Scotland’s sins, and his example has shone like a beacon through the centuries for every generation of Scots men and women who cherish notions of freedom. When times have been difficult, his selfless devotion and love of his native soil have proved inspirational. His influence still stands like a shadow falling over modern Scotland – the fact that a referendum on the future of this small nation took place in 1997 on the 700th anniversary of the Battle of Stirling Bridge testifies to that. There is little doubt that the Wallace of legend will continue to be re-invented to inspire future generations.









CHAPTER 2


Origins


DAVID I OF SCOTLAND was born in the year 1084. He was the son of Malcolm Canmore, King of Scots, and Margaret Atheling who introduced the Roman Catholic faith to Scotland, and who was later to be canonised as St Margaret. David was a great church builder, as the Border Abbeys will testify, and he began the process of minting the first Scottish coinage. He spent much of his time south of the border where he was impressed by the Norman style of feudalism.


When he became King in 1124, he began to invite Norman families into his realm, thereby introducing a military presence never before seen in this northern kingdom. He gave them land and rank, and through time they became the great families of Scotland. Among many illustrious names who came north were three who would later become the ruling houses of Scotland. The Balliols were granted land in Galloway, the Bruces were given the title Lords of Annandale, and the Fitz-Alans were granted lands in Renfrew and the Kyle district of Ayrshire and became the Hereditary Stewards of the kingdom. These Stewards of David I would eventually form the Stewart dynasty, who would in the course of time also inherit the throne of England, as James the Sixth and First.


When the Fitz-Alans came north from Shropshire on the Welsh marches, they brought with them as their vassals (men in their service) a family by the name of Walays. This was the English for a Celt or a Welshman. These Walays or Wallaces were granted some lands by the Stewards to run on their behalf. When Walter Fitz-Alan founded the great abbey of Paisley in 1163, the charter confirming this was witnessed by a certain Richard Wallace, a man regarded as being an ancestor of William Wallace.


The Wallaces soon held estates in various parts of the Kyle district of Ayrshire, which is the portion between the Rivers Irvine and Doon. The area north of the River Irvine is called Cunningham, and that south of the River Doon is called Carrick. The importance of this information will become obvious when the location of Wallace’s birthplace is discussed.


The Wallaces also held lands in Renfrewshire – Blind Harry says that Wallace’s father held the lands of Elderslie and Auchenbothie there. Although there is no hard evidence of the Wallaces holding Elderslie before 1390, it is certainly possible that they did so from a much earlier date – but at least we know that Elderslie was a Wallace property. (MAP B18)


The Wallaces held Riccarton (now a suburb of Kilmarnock) in the Kyle district of Ayrshire, and many writers have stated that this spot was named after the Richard Wallace mentioned above (Richards-tun, or manor, therefore Riccarton). This is conjecture, but it is probable that this is how it got its name. (MAP B16)


[image: image]


Legend states that Wallace’s father was born at Riccarton, the spot now crowned by the parish church. A small granite plaque at the entrance to Riccarton Fire Station testifies to this. It states:


Site of Riccarton Castle


Birthplace of Malcolm Wallace


Father of ‘Scotland’s Hero’.


The plaque was originally located nearer the old ‘moot-hill’ site where the church now stands, but was moved during the course of various road-widening operations and is now inserted in a little brick structure designed to house it.
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Riccarton Church





Even Wallace’s father’s name is open to question. The Scotichronicon is a chronicle of Scotland composed in the 1440s, and where it mentioned Wallace’s father, the space was left blank. Later hands have written ‘Malcolm’ in one version and ‘Andrew’ in another. Blind Harry gives Wallace’s mother as Margaret Crauford of Corsbie, a small estate near Troon, but there is no hard evidence to back this up.


A Gazetteer of Scotland published in 1842 has an interesting entry with the following excerpt on Riccarton:


Sir Ronald Crawford, the maternal uncle of Sir William Wallace, had, in this parish, a residence to which his illustrious nephew often resorted, and whence he sallied to perform many of the exploits which fame assigns him in the tales of tradition. The residence is said to have been a tower on the site of the farm-house of Yardsides, immediately west of the village, but is has entirely disappeared, and has left, even in its vicinity, very doubtful memorials. A very ruinous and very humble edifice at the west end of a little row of cottages beside the farm-house is pointed out as the barn which belonged to the tower, and, respectively in the garden and at the entrance to the farm yard are a pear-tree which Wallace is said to have personally planted, and a very old tree perforated with an iron staple to which he fastened his horse when he visited the tower.


One fact of which we are sure is that Wallace was the middle of three brothers, the elder being Malcolm and the younger John. We know of their existence because they are mentioned in English chronicles. All three brothers were eventually to be executed at the hands of the English. Blind Harry mentions two sisters, but we know little about them.


On the question of Wallace’s birthplace, Blind Harry states that Wallace’s father was ‘Malcolm Wallace then of Ellerslie’. It is worth noting that on various maps through the ages Elderslie in Renfrewshire is named either Elderslie or Ellerslie, both variations of ‘field of the elder trees’. In the original old Scots version of Blind Harry, it is written as ‘Elrisle’, i.e. El-ris-lee. Elderslie has long been famous as the traditional birthplace of Wallace.


From the first owner whose name is on record in 1390 (although it is believed the family owned these lands as early as the beginning of the 13th century), the property remained in the hands of succeeding generations of Wallaces, twelve in total. The only child of the twelfth generation was a beauty by the name of Helen Wallace who married one Archibald Campbell of Succoth and Garscube. Helen eventually sold the Elderslie estate to Alexander Speirs, a merchant in Glasgow, and it subsequently passed through several generations of the Speirs family.


Alexander Speirs was responsible for the building of the Church of St Andrews by the Green in Glasgow, where he had a plaque erected by the altar which stated that he had ‘bought the lands of Elderslie from a descendant of William Wallace’. This church still stands at the side of Glasgow Green, but before its current use as offices, it lay derelict for several years, and unfortunately the plaque was either destroyed or disappeared.


The current owners of Elderslie estate are the Crichton-Maitland family, under the moniker of the Elderslie and Houston estates.


Several interesting relics of the Wallace era can be seen in the village of Elderslie. A map drawn by Pont in the 1500s shows Elderslie as a fenced stronghold by the Alt Patrick Water. In the late 1700s a stone was discovered in the garden of this building which bore the inscription ‘W.W.W. Christ is only my redeemer’. These initials are believed to refer to William Wallace, father and son, who had inherited the property in the 1500s.


Part of the building was still standing until the 1970s, when the bulk of it was demolished. Surely it would have been worth saving to use as some type of Wallace heritage centre, to provide education as well as giving the village of Elderslie a focal point. It is hard to think of any other country in the world destroying a building that had such a strong connection with its national hero. All that now remains are a few low walls near the modern memorial.


The building either occupied or was close to the site of the original property from Wallace’s day. The house which now stands just south of the modern memorial, on the rising ground above the Alt Patrick Water, is intriguingly named the Moat House. This is probably a corruption of moot-house, the term in medieval times for a fortified dwelling. In the gardens of the property are some traces of defensive earthworks, and in the surrounding wall there are interesting stones which obviously come from an older building.


On a stretch of grassland nearby stands an old yew tree. Parish records from the 1700s refer to it as ‘this ancient tree’, so it is possible that it dates back to Wallace’s time. It is certainly known locally as the Wallace Yew, but this is probably because of its situation.


A more famous tree once stood on the north side of the main road, just by the Alt Patrick Water, on a site now covered by a restaurant building. This was the famous Wallace Oak which was reputed to have once hidden Wallace and 300 of his followers from an English patrol. This is patently untrue, as Wallace, backed by 300 followers, would not have been a man to hide up a tree! The Wallace connection, however, is old and widely known. The followers of Bonnie Prince Charlie during the 1745 rebellion used the words ‘The Wallace Oak’ as a camp password, and proof of this still exists in the camp orders.


The tree was once measured and its branches were estimated to cover 495 square yards, but time and relicmongers eventually reduced it to a shadow of its former self, and it finally fell in a storm in February 1856. I have seen several artefacts that were carved from its wood including snuff-boxes, writing boxes and even one or two images of Wallace himself. Before it fell, an acorn from the tree was grown to a sapling, which was later planted in the Fountain Gardens in Paisley, where it thrived. There are four oaks in the Fountain Gardens, and after many enquiries to ascertain which was the descendent of the Wallace Oak, I eventually found out that it is the one in the north-west corner of the garden.


Approaching the site of the Wallace house from the Paisley direction, there is a small stone edifice on the north side of the road. This is old well known locally as the Bore Well due to the fact that its waters permeate up through an old mine bore. The well is surmounted by a stone cup which represents the ‘Cup of Freedom’, a reference to Wallace’s life work. (Water from the well is perfectly clear, but when it is added to whisky in the fittingly named Wallace Tavern across the road, it discolours the spirit, turning it a shade of grey. This is caused by minerals in the water.)




[image: image]


Wallace Well, Elderslie





The Elderslie Wallace Monument is a beautiful granite edifice, the foundation stone of which was laid on 15 June, 1912. The money for the monument was raised by the London Renfrewshire Association, under the guidance of Mr A Skene Smith, who had been a native of the district. Donations came from many quarters, and the monument, which cost £2,000, was officially unveiled on 28 September, 1912, before a crowd of some 4,000 to 5,000 people.


Plaques depicting scenes from Wallace’s life were to have been installed on the monument at this time, but the committee ran out of funds. They were eventually added in 1970, the money having come from the Clan Wallace Society of the United States of America. Four of the six plaques are exquisitly detailed and illustrate: Wallace leading the Scots at Stirling Bridge, Wallace raising the Scottish standard, Wallace receiving the Guardianship of Scotland, and Wallace showing Bruce the error of his ways after Falkirk. The other two are copies of plaques in London, one in the floor of Westminster Hall marking the spot where Wallace was tried, and the other at Smithfield where his murder took place.
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Elderslie Monument





The monument is a local landmark and stands within a grassy area, a magnet for local youths and unfortunately the object of vandalism. Before the annual Wallace Day, which takes place on the weekend closest to the date of his death, the monument has to be thoroughly cleaned. The celebrations include a march from Johnstone into Elderslie after which speeches are made.


Many historians are of the opinion that Elderslie was the place of Wallace’s birth: all the evidence points in that direction. But as there were no birth certificates in Wallace’s time, there will always be room for conjecture as to his birthplace.


The Wallace family held many properties in the Kyle district of Ayrshire, and over the years there have been several claims for an Ayrshire birthplace. Although we cannot be certain as to his birthplace, we should at least be able to dismiss the inaccurate. Hopefully, the following observations will help to give some pointers to the reality of the situation.


Various claims have centred around Craigie Castle, the ruins of which stand near Craigie village. Although Craigie was a famous Wallace seat, it did not become so until 1371, when a certain John Wallace married the Lindsay heiress, thereby bringing the castle under his family’s control. As the Wallace of this investigation was born a century before this, it is obviously impossible for Craigie to have any connecton with his place of birth.


Much controversy has arisen recently regarding Ellerslie near Kilmarnock, with one writer going as far as naming it Wallace’s birthplace. This Ellerslie was a large house attached to a small works and some cottages, and does not appear on any map before 1850. (It should be borne in mind that Ayrshire is one of the best mapped areas of Scotland.) This particular Ellerslie was constructed by a Mr Finnie who stayed in nearby Springhill, and he leased the land from the Duke of Portland. Mr Finnie was a Kilmarnock councillor. One of his colleagues was named William Wallace, and it is not unreasonable to think that he may have had a hand in naming these cottages ‘Ellerslie’. Ellerslie house still stands, but the cottages and works have long gone. The land reverted to the Duke of Portland, and remained in his family’s possession until the 1960s.


The reason for the confusion surrounding this site is created by old documents referring to ‘The five pound land of Ellerslie in the parish of Riccarton’ which has caused some to look for an Ayrshire Ellerslie, and this one has been made to fit the bill. However, it does not stand in Riccarton parish, but in Kilmaurs parish. Riccarton parish is in Kyle, and this building is on the other side of the River Irvine in Cunningham.


What has been overlooked is that the Renfrewshire Elderslie – the traditional birthplace of Wallace – was ‘farmed out’ to Riccarton parish from the Abbey Parish of Paisley. This fact is preserved in the Elderslie title-deeds. No date is given for this, but it was certainly before 1678. Elderslie remained in Riccarton parish until 1747, when it returned to Paisley Abbey parish, put back in place by Act 20, George II, cap.43, which abolished heritable jurisdictions.


One other factor which must be taken into account is that the Stewards, and therefore the Wallaces as their vassals, never had land in Cunningham district, further proof that this area as a birthplace is an impossibility.


Complex as all this is, it must be recorded. Mistakes need only be made in source material once for them to be repeated in later works.


Many of the claims for an Ayrshire birthplace appear to emanate from Ayrshire itself. And who could blame people for wanting to attach themselves to a national hero? Ayrshire already ‘has’ Bruce and Burns, so it is just the thing for the area to want the trinity! It is worth noting that Burns, who was inspired by Wallace and admired him greatly, never claimed an Ayrshire birthplace for him.
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