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Physical Characteristics of the Afghan Hound


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Eyes: Almond-shaped (almost triangular)—dark in color.


Nose: Of good size, black in color.


Mouth: Level.
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Shoulders: Have plenty of angulation.


Coat: Hindquarters, flanks, ribs, forequarters, and legs well covered with thick, silky hair, very fine in texture; ears and all four feet well feathered.


Forelegs: Straight and strong with great length between elbow and pastern.


Forefeet: Large in both length and width; toes well arched.




Head: Of good length, showing much refinement.


Skull: Evenly balanced with the foreface.


Ears: Long, set approximately on level with outer corners of the eyes.


Neck: Of good length, strong and arched, running in a curve to the shoulders.


Body: The back line appearing practically level from the shoulders to the loin. The height at the shoulders equals the distance from the chest to the buttocks.


Tail: Tail set not too high on the body, having a ring, or a curve on the end.


Hindquarters: Powerful and well muscled, with great length between hip and hock; hocks are well let down; good angulation of both stifle and hock.


Height: Dogs, 27 inches, plus or minus one inch; bitches, 25 inches, plus or minus one inch.


Weight: Dogs, about 60 pounds; bitches, about 50 pounds.


Color: All colors are permissible, but color or color combinations are pleasing.


Hind feet: Broad and of good length; the toes arched.
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The Afghan Hound is one of the most beautiful and graceful, as well as one of the fastest, breeds known in the world of canines.
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The Afghan Hound is a unique and noble breed that traces its ancestry back through history as a dog bred for strength of limb and soundness of movement. These dogs are fleet of foot and capable of dramatic turns of speed when running. The Afghan Hound is a sighthound, which means that he is a dog that hunts by sight and not scent, as opposed to a scent-hound such as the Bloodhound. The Afghan Hound will frequently survey the far horizon with an intent stare, appearing to see objects that are out of a human’s range of vision. The hunting instinct is still present in some Afghan Hounds; small game such as rabbit is of particular interest to an Afghan Hound in the mood for fun!


The typical Afghan Hound is a most amazing dog, unique in so many aspects of his physical and mental being. For those who love and understand the breed, having once lived with an Afghan Hound it is hard to find another breed that matches the companionship of one of these dogs.


ORIGINS OF THE BREED


Afghan Hounds were originally found in Afghanistan, a country of extremes in both terrain and temperature. The similarities of the Afghan Hound to the Saluki, in both body and head, have led to the belief held by many experts that the Saluki was the forerunner of the Afghan Hound. Both breeds have been likened to the Greyhound, the Afghan Hound actually having been called the “Persian Greyhound” historically.
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The Albanian Wolfhound was known in ancient times as a fierce, fast and extremely ferocious breed that was used in hunting and protection. This illustration derives from an ancient Greek vase.


In the canine history of Afghanistan, various hound-type breeds seem to have been popular among the indigenous peoples. Over time, various strains, which were used for various types of hunting, are reputed to have formed; these dogs were often collectively referred to as Tazis. Early Afghan Hounds became highly prized for their qualities as hunting companions.


One can only wonder at the impression that these wild and independent hounds must have made on Westerners who were lucky enough to have seen them in their own territory. These dogs, so fleet of foot and dramatic in demeanor, must have appeared to be most amazing creatures to people seeing them for the first time. The coat pattern, with the short coat on the face, back and pasterns and the long silky coat on the top-knot, ears, body, legs and feet, coupled with the beautiful expressive head, must have left a lasting memory.


THE AFGHAN HOUND GOES TO BRITAIN


Despite a number of imports into Britain from as early as the 1880s, the first dog to really make a major impression on the British dog-showing fraternity was Zardin, who came to the country in the early 1900s. Zardin was used as the model for the British Afghan Hound breed standard, the revised version of which is still used in the UK today.


The next major event in the history of Afghan Hounds in Britain began in the 1920s with the return from Baluchistan of Major Bell-Murray and his family. Major Bell-Murray had acquired a number of Afghan Hounds while living in India on the Afghanistan border. Also living in India around this time was Mrs. Amps, while her husband Major Amps was in Kabul. Major Amps acquired a male Afghan Hound for his wife, who showed the dog in India. Other Afghan Hounds were obtained by Major Amps to build up the foundation of the Ghazni kennel.


Major and Mrs. Amps returned to Britain with their Afghan Hounds in the mid-1920s. In Britain, the Ampses’ hounds continued to be registered under the kennel name of Ghazni. It is thought that the Ghazni hounds originated mainly from the more mountainous regions of Afghanistan around Kabul, whereas the Bell-Murray hounds reputedly came mainly from the plains or desert areas around the border of Afghanistan and India. There were differences in type between the dogs of the two kennels, the Bell-Murrays’ being longer of leg, finer of head and sparser of coat, and the Ghazni dogs being stockier, more heavily coated and stronger in head. These differences in type led to some friction among devotees of the Afghan Hound at this time, and for long after this Afghan Hounds would regularly be labeled as being of either Ghazni type or Bell-Murray type, and both have merit in different ways. Today both of these types have been merged, due to breeders’ bringing both strains together in their breeding programs.
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At the turn of the 20th century, the Afghan Hound was known as the Barukhzy. The name was taken from the name of the royal family of Afghanistan. Mrs. M. Wood’s Westmall Tamasar, shown here, shows the typical head of the breed at that time.




SIGHT AND SCENT


Afghan Hounds have a reputation for being known as the “scented hound.” This is due to another remarkable phenomenon of the breed, the production of a scent from glands on the sides of the cheeks. The scent is quite intoxicating on dogs that carry it to its most concentrated level, especially when the dog is damp. The pleasant scent is a musk-like smell and adds yet another facet of interest to these wonderful hounds.





The first Afghan Hound champion in Britain was Eng. Ch. Buck-mal, bred by Major Bell-Murray and owned by Miss Jean Manson. Eng. Ch. Sirdar of Ghazni was another highly influential early Afghan, who won eight Challenge Certificates (three are required to obtain the title of champion in Britain). By the 1930s, both of these famous kennels were no longer active in Britain, with Mrs. Amps suffering from ill health. The Bell-Murray hounds, in the hands of Miss Jean Manson, originally the Bell-Murrays’ governess, and under the kennel name of Cove, visited America.
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In Hutchinson’s Dog Encyclopaedia, the Afghan Hound was compared to the Saluki and described as “larger and stronger and with a much heavier coat.”


THE AFGHAN HOUND COMES TO THE UNITED STATES


BY BETTY STITES


For all intents and purposes, the history of the Afghan Hound in the US officially starts in 1931, although a few had made their way here before that time. In 1926 Miss Manson arrived from England, bringing some of her Bell-Murray hounds to the East Coast. Their arrival caused the American Kennel Club (AKC) to open its stud books to Afghan Hounds and in 1927 to feature two of them on the cover of the American Kennel Gazette. Also in 1927 the breed made its first appearance at the Westminster Kennel Club show. Two of the entrants were owned by Jean Manson, but neither went Best of Breed; that honor went to a dog named Zun o’Valley Farm, owned by Valley Farm kennels. For the most part, few people had ever heard of the Afghan Hound at this time, and those who had thought the breed bizarre, to say the least. The dogs in 1927 left no lasting impression on the breed in the US, and their bloodlines appear to have been lost.


In 1931 a chain of events began that would put the Afghan Hound before the US public in a most dramatic way. The comedic Marx Brothers were making a film in England, where Zeppo Marx and his wife saw an Afghan Hound. They were fascinated and became determined to find a pair to take back with them to California. After a determined search, aided by prominent English breeders, a pair of Afghan Hounds was located and arrangements made to have them sent to the US. The male, Westmill Omar, was a dark cream unmasked youngster, while the female, Asra of Ghazni, was a lighter cream. Asra was sired by the very famous sire Eng. Ch. Sirdar of Ghazni. While both dogs were considered well coated at the time, their coats would be considered practically non-existent compared to our dogs of today. Both were of sprightly temperament, were up on leg and had lovely heads and expressions.


Soon after the dogs’ importation, Mr. Marx and his wife determined that they were away from home far too frequently and decided to find a more suitable home for their canine treasures. After some negotiations, the dogs crossed the continent to become the new pride and joy of terrier breeder Q. A. Shaw McKean, taking residence at his large Prides Hill kennel in Prides Crossing, Massachusetts. Mr. McKean was fascinated with his incomparable hounds and set about to introduce and promote them in a manner suitable for this royal newcomer. In a well-planned campaign he made both the show world and the general public aware of this exotic breed. Mr. McKean understood promotion and public relations. He showed his dogs up and down the East Coast, extolling the virtues of the breed to all who would look, listen and appreciate. He had brochures made up for distribution at shows. These brochures included pictures of the dogs and puppies at Prides Hill kennels as well as general information on the Afghan Hound.


The first American Afghan to become a champion, this in 1934, was Ch. Kabul of Prides Hill, a product of the second breeding of Omar and Asra. Omar and Asra had been bred several times, with many of their offspring retained at Prides Hill, and soon Mr. McKean determined that he needed another male to breed to the Omar/Asra offspring. He looked back to England for the perfect dog and was eventually able to obtain the brindle Eng. Ch. Badshah of Ainsdart, another son of Eng. Ch. Sirdar of Ghazni. This dog proved to be all that Mr. McKean had hoped. He had a wonderful aristocratic Eastern attitude and expression, and though we would think of him as lightly coated, he had great attitude and bearing. Exhibited in the US for the first time in 1934, he went straight through the classes to become the first American Best in Show Afghan. Eventually the sire of some 17 champions, Badshah was a blend of the Bell-Murray and Ghazni lines. Breeders have been blending these two lines ever since. Until recent years almost every American Afghan Hound could trace its pedigree to Omar, Asra and usually Badshah.




A “MODEL” HOUND


The British Afghan Hound breed standard was written in the mid-1920s around an early description of Zardin. All later standards of the breed have been influenced by the original description of that hound, who was held in high regard by many experts of the time.
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Asra of Ghazni, daughter of the famous Eng. Ch. Sirdar of Ghazni, was imported from England by Zeppo Marx and eventually became the foundation bitch of Prides Hill kennels in Massachusetts as well as one of the first of the breed to be widely introduced to the US.
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Eng./Am. Ch. Badshah of Ainsdart, an important addition to the early breeding program of Mr. McKean’s influential Prides Hill kennels.


The story of the first American Afghan Hound champion bitch took quite a few turns. Barberry Dolly, a beautiful black-masked light red, was sired by Badshah out of one of the Omar/Asra daughters from a litter bred prior to Mr. McKean’s ownership of the pair; hence Dolly carried owner Bayard Warren’s kennel name, Barberry Hill. Dolly finished her championship very quickly on the East Coast and had some high-profile wins. Word of Dolly’s beauty and winning ways made its way to actor Charlie Ruggles, a dog fancier in his own right. Mr. Ruggles purchased her for his California kennel. Dolly was not terribly happy in the kennel situation and eventually was obtained by Venita Vardon Oakie, wife of movie star Jack Oakie, who had a growing kennel of winning Afghan Hounds. Venita took Dolly home to Oakvardon kennels where she blossomed, quickly becoming the first Best in Show Afghan Hound bitch in California and the second in the US. Oakvardon was becoming one of the country’s premier kennels, rivaling Prides Hill in size, and Venita Oakie became a sought-after judge. Dolly remained Venita’s cherished companion until Venita’s untimely death in 1948.


In 1940 the first Afghan Hound Club of America national specialty was held, with the coveted Best of Breed award going to Ch. Tanyah Sahib of Cy Ann, a cream dog owned by Mr. Cy Rickel of Fort Worth, Texas. During this period, the Afghan Hound breed standard used in the US was a slightly revised version of the British standard. The Afghan Hound Club of America existed but it was not until the early 1940s that it took a leadership role. Years of attempts and heated discussion by club members went into putting together a more definitive American standard, approved in 1948. That standard is still in effect today and has never been changed. More descriptive than the English standard, the US standard differs in calling for a somewhat smaller dog with a black nose and allowing a ring or curved tail as opposed to the English requirement of a ring tail only.
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The beautiful Ch. Barberryhill Dolly, the first Afghan Hound bitch to earn her championship in the US.


The breed continued to gain acceptance, particularly in the show ring where the Afghan Hound has always been a star. The beautiful Ch. Rudiki of Prides Hill, another offspring of Badshah of Ainsdart, was shown in the early 1940s by his then-owner, Mrs. Hayes Blake Hoyt of the famous Blakeen Poodles, who had a brief fling with Afghans. Many felt that he was one of the best that Mr. McKean had ever produced. As Mrs. Hoyt phased out her Afghans, Rudiki was acquired by Marion Foster Florsheim and joined the other winning hounds at her very successful Five Mile kennels in Connecticut. It was wartime and travel restrictions existed, but Marion Florsheim ferried planes across the country for Civil Defense and was able to fly the black-masked golden Rudiki around the country as he built up a record of multiple Best in Show wins and sired some 31 champions, an amazing number for the time. In 1945 Rudiki’s fabulous head study graced the November 26th cover of Life magazine, which included an article on Five Mile kennels. Rudiki’s name continues to be, if one goes far enough back, visible in many US pedigrees.


The 1950s were the beginning of a golden age for the Afghan Hound that extended into the ‘70s and witnessed the rise of two very famous kennels, Sunny Shay’s Grandeur kennels in New York and Kay Finch’s Crown Crest kennels in California. Though each had Afghan Hounds of all colors, Grandeur was known for dogs of great elegance clothed in coats of exotic smoky colors, giving one a mental picture of the exotic and sophisticated New York society, while Kay’s dogs were wrapped in glamorous black-masked red and golden coats, making one think of the athletic boys and girls of the California beaches. Each kennel had dogs that were record holders, with several Crown Crest dogs earning top-winning Afghan Hound of the year honors, and Ch. Shirkhan of Grandeur becoming the first Afghan Hound to go Best in Show at Westminster, a triumph he accomplished in 1957.
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Ch. Rudiki of Prides Hill on the cover of Life magazine in 1945.
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Ch. Taejon of Crown Crest was a multiple Best in Show winner and national specialty winner and at one time was top-winning Afghan Hound of the year.
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Ch. Shirkhan of Grandeur, Westminster’s first Best in Show Afghan Hound.


The number of Afghans grew tremendously during the 1960s and 1970s, with show entries mushrooming. Many people came into the breed because they were entranced by this mysterious Eastern dog with his haughty appearance, fabulous coat and aristocratic bearing and style. Registrations soared and the number of litters produced skyrocketed. A higher percentage of Afghan Hounds found their way to the show ring than did most other breeds, and entries of over 100 became commonplace at even local shows. This was not a good time for the Afghan Hound, as despite its zooming popularity, many people who didn’t understand the breed raced impulsively to acquire puppies. The Afghan Hound is a regal breed, stubborn, comical and catlike, and after all these hundreds of years he has no intention of changing. Unknowing people came into the breed, produced one or two litters and showed their dogs, but found the breed not easy to live with. These “breeders” left as quickly as they came, often to the great detriment of the dogs.
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Ch. Crown Crest Mr. Universe, another of Crown Crest’s top winners, with owner Kay Finch and judge Helen Walsh in 1959.


Fortunately, during this period a number of excellent kennels were established, headed by people who developed a keen understanding of the breed. Among these were Lois Boardman’s Akaba kennels, based on the Grandeur lines, and Richard Souza and Michael Dunham’s Coastwind kennels, which carried both Akaba and Grandeur lines and is still active today. Ch. Coast-wind Abraxas, with 66 American champions to his credit, was the top-producing dog of his era. Other kennels included Stormhill of Virginia Withington, which is still carried on by her daughter Sandy; Ned and Sue Kauffman’s Holly Hill; Dr. Gerda Maria Kennedy’s Shangrila; Judy and Herman Fellton’s Mandith kennels; Betty and Earl Stites’s Hullabaloo; and Peg and Louis Swayze’s Longlesson, which is run today by their daughter Jan. The Sandina kennels of Sandy and Glorvina Schwartz produced many Best in Show champions, while the Kabik kennels of Chris and Marguerite Terrell would eventually produce the next Westminster Best in Show winning Afghan Hound, the black and tan Ch. Kabik’s the Challenger. Always called “Pepsi,” he won Best in Show at the Garden in 1983.
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TEMPERAMENT TEST


Early Afghan Hound temperaments reputedly ranged from the extremely shy hound, nervous of unknown people and places, to those known for their aggressive traits. Nowadays these excessive variations of temperament have largely been bred out of the breed. However, stories of the strength of the bond between Afghan Hound and owner have survived the generations.





Sunny Shay was still actively breeding and showing the Grandeur dogs in the 1960s and ‘70s, now in partnership with Roger Rechler. In June of 1978, Sunny suddenly unexpectedly collapsed and died. She left as she would have wanted, while happily showing her dog under breeder-judge Sandy Schwartz at the Southport Kennel Club Show. Sunny’s friend, a very young Michael Canalizo, picked up the dog’s lead and took him on to finish the day, winning the Hound Group. Grandeur has continued under Roger Rechler’s ownership, with the dogs handled by Michael Canalizo. The pinnacle of the successful breeding program started by Sunny Shay has to be the lovely and famous black bitch Ch. Tryst of Grandeur, who holds the record for the most Best in Show wins by an Afghan Hound with 161, and who also won the national specialty in 1995. Tryst came down in a direct line from Shirkhan, and her sire, Ch. Triumph of Grandeur, holds the record for the most Best in Show wins by a male Afghan Hound with 86.
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Ch. Kabik’s the Challenger, winning Best in Show at Westminster in 1983. “Pepsi” was owner-handled by Chris Terrell under judge Derek Rayne.
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Ch. Tryst of Grandeur, bred by Roger Rechler and Susan Sprung, is the top-winning Afghan of all time.


Another kennel of importance has been Karen Wagner’s Pahlavi kennels. Over the years Karen produced lovely hounds of great type, but the culmination of her breeding program had to be the stately black-masked red Ch. Pahlavi Puttin’ On the Ritz, always called “Taco.” Usually owner-handled by Karen, Taco was a multiple Best in Show winner who won the Afghan Hound Club of America national specialty in 1989, 1991 and 1992. With 51 wins, he holds the record for the most specialty wins by an Afghan Hound male. A highly valued stud, Taco is currently the record holder as the top producer of American champion offspring with 85. In this age of frozen semen, Taco’s influence has been felt around the world with champion offspring in more countries than I could ever mention.
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Ch. Pahlavi Puttin’ On the Ritz, owned and handled by Karen Wagner.


Others who were successfully breeding outstanding Afghans during this period, many of whom continue today, are Bruce Clark and Stephen Fisher’s Shylo; Janis Reital’s Tifarah; and Kevin and Barbara Cassidy, the breeders of Ch. Casbar Sugar-N-Spice, who until recently held the record for the most specialty wins by a bitch. Also prominent have been Cindy and Dennis Chandler’s Magic; Betsy Hunger’s Cave; Julie and Emmet Roche’s Qatari; Jay Hanford’s Than; and, more recently, Ann Evan’s Bonne, whose Ch. Andale Is Beau of Bonne currently holds the record for specialty Best of Breed wins by a bitch.


The massive rise in the popularity of the Afghan Hound seen in the 1960s and 1970s has thankfully waned. The numbers being produced today are manageable, and though many of the truly dedicated breeders have retired or passed away, there are still many fine breeders who appreciate, love and understand the Afghan Hound. There now are far fewer people with the space and facilities to maintain large numbers of these very time-consuming dogs, so we are finding individual dogs carrying many listed owners, many listed breeders and many different kennel names. However, there are lovely dogs being carefully produced, and obviously there are serious breeders putting great thought into the future of this breed. We hope that these caring breeders and owners who understand the Afghan Hound’s intricacies will remain involved with the breed to assure a brilliant future for this mythical dog of the East.
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Ch. Casbar Sugar-N-Spice, owner-handled by Barbara Cassidy, under judge Paul Hewitt from Australia. At one time, she held the record for most specialty wins by a bitch.
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During the 1970s, when their beauty, grace and hairstyling fit in with the fashion trends of the era, Afghan Hounds were subjected to a major population explosion. At this time the breed became excessively popular and was catapulted into the limelight in a most unsuitable manner for any breed. The result of popularity of this kind, with any type of dog, is that the breed is acquired for aspects that are appealing to the public en masse, and many aspects of the breed are overlooked by prospective owners. The result for the Afghan Hound was that many people who purchased these dogs completely misunderstood them, and the breed gained a reputation that was often unfair and untrue. It has distressed me, over the years, to hear the Afghan Hound labeled as a stupid and difficult breed, since the truth is that they are, in general, totally the opposite.
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Young Afghan Hounds pass through an adolescent phase as they develop the physical traits and appearance of a mature member of the breed.


PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS


Afghan Hounds are large, graceful, beautiful dogs. The body of this breed should be balanced and possess total soundness of construction. The chest should be relatively deep and well sprung to allow plenty of room for lungs and heart. The Afghan Hound should be a well-muscled dog, without coarseness, the whole dog being built for speed and power. This breed should be capable of tremendous strength and turn of speed when running. The graceful, balanced movement is a great feature of the breed. The AKC standard describes the Afghan Hound in motion as “of great style and beauty” with a “smooth, powerful stride.” The typical Afghan Hound moves with a unique light yet strong, springy true step. With his tail and head raised, the moving Afghan Hound draws the eye totally. As with any hunting breed, soundness of movement is essential to enable the dog to function within his original skills.
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The short coat on the Afghan Hound’s face makes the breed’s unique expression easy to see.


The head of the Afghan Hound is a very interesting feature of the breed. Since Afghan Hounds are short-coated on the face, all of the expression is clearly visible. The bone structure is, or should be, very beautiful, with the different planes and bone lines giving an effect of the head’s having been chiseled. Coupled with this and largely because of the bones around the eyes, the eyes should be almost triangular in shape, with the inner to outer lower edge slanting somewhat upward to achieve this shaping. The eyes are often relatively deeply set, adding to the expression. The true Afghan Hound expression of aloof disdain and the impression described in the standard of “eyes gazing into the distance” are yet more additions to the individuality of the breed. The head also has another distinctive requirement, that of a prominent occiput. This is the bone at the back of the skull, which is less noticeable in many other breeds.




SHEDDING SEASON


When an Afghan Hound sheds, the coat forms mats, so always expect extra work with the brush at this time.
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Although the Afghan Hound is generally considered aloof and not demonstrative, he does show those close to him how much he loves them.
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Female Afghan Hounds showing the typical short-coated face.


A unique feature of the breed is the coat pattern. This is most amazing to those who have not seen a typical coat pattern in an Afghan Hound before. The coat on the face, sides of the neck and saddle (a saddle-shaped area on the back, elongated to include the whole of the spine from the nape of the neck to the root of the tail) is short and close. There may also be areas of short coat (which may be under the silky long coat and not seen unless exposed by lifting the longer coat) on the pasterns, the wrists of a dog. Since these areas of short coat are combined with long, silky fine coat over the rest of the body, the whole dog is quite remarkable to look at. There are variations in coat pattern, as some Afghan Hounds will never gain a saddle, even as an adult, and some will only have a saddle after coat-loss periods. Some will lose an excessive amount of the silky coat, carrying only a sparse sprinkling of this coat type and far more areas of short, saddle-type coat than is generally seen. This type of coat pattern, more common before the 1960s and 1970s, was generally referred to as the Bell-Murray coat pattern.
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